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BFP recognizes bravery and gallantry of...

during actual fire opera-
tions,” Perez said.

“This will serve as
an inspiration to work
hard, and do heroism to
save lives and properties.
This past 43 years, the
agency has lost precious
lives in the ranks of the
fire fighters in the field
but our men and women
have saved many more

lives through the years,
he added.

The annual recognition
event started as homage
to the firefighters who lost
their lives in Rockwell
Power Plant fire incident
in Bel-Air, Makati City on
December 14, 1973 led
by then Lt. Jose Fabicon,
Fireman Domingo Viray
and Fireman Fructuso
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Planas.
Since then, every
December the BFP com-

memorates the heroism
of the three fallen fire-
tighters and gives rec-
ognition to its personnel
who in one way or the
other have given more
than what they have for
the service of the public./
JDP/RMC- PIA CAR#

EMB calls on public to avoid use of
firecrackers to ensure cleaner air

AGUIO CITY - The

Environmental Man-
agement Bureau(EMB)
in the Cordillera region
is encouraging the public
to use other means of
merry making and avoid
fireworks, fire crackers
and other pyrotech-
nic materials during the
Yuletide celebration to
ensure cleaner air.

EMB Regional Director
Reynaldo Digamo said
that they are calling on
the public to use other
means of merry making
and enjoyment during
the during Christmas and
New Year celebration not
only to avoid accidents
due to fire crackers but
also for the air to be
cleaner.

Digamo said that the

use of fireworks and
fire crackers and other
materials would contrib-
ute to the pollutants in
the air especially in urban
areas such as in Baguio
City and La Trinidad
which are already high
in air pollutants.

He explained that the
city and other nearby areas
are already experiencing
additional pollution in the
air due to volume of cars
emitting carbon dioxides.

The traffic congestion
in Baguio City’s central
business district is seen as
one of the major sources
of pollutants, particular-
ly during weekends when
the traffic number coding
is lifted so all sorts of
vehicles pass through the
city’s main thoroughfares.

Studies by the EMB
show that the cold weather
also could cause pollut-
ants as vehicle emissions
stay in the air longer than
during normal or warmer
weather. The colder
weather will make the par-
ticulate matter dissipate in
the air slower than usual,
and these particulates may
be inhaled by people.

Digamo said they are
supporting the move of
the city government of
Baguio and other local
government units to
regulate or even totally
ban the use of fireworks,
fire crackers and other
pyrotechnic materials
during the Yuletide
revelries to ensure a safe
celebration and clean air./
JDP/RMC- PIA CAR#

PRA to attract more foreign
retirees in the Philippines

AGUIO CITY - The
Philippine Retirement
Authority is working to
attract more foreigners
to retire in the country.
PRA General Manager
Atty. Bienvenido Chy said
that they are mandated
promote the country as
a retirement haven and
retirement paradise and
become the top destina-
tion for foreign retirees.
It shall attract foreign
nationals and former
Filipino citizens to invest,
reside and retire in the
Philippines with the
end-view of accelerating
the socio-economic devel-
opment of the country,
contributing to the
foreign currency reserve

of the economy and by
providing them the best
quality of life in the most
attractive package.

“We will make the
Philippines a leading and
significant destination
for the world's retirees,
seniors and elderly,” he
said.

Chy in an interview
during his recent visit in
Baguio City said more
than 47,000 retirees have
availed of the program of
the PRA to date. Most of
the foreign retirees and
members of the PRA
are Chinese, Koreans,
Japanese, Americans and
Europeans.

Under the Duterte
Administration, the PRC

and other government
agencies are collaborat-
ing to double the number
of foreign retirees who
would avail of the gov-
ernments’ program.

Chy said that they are
conducting site visits on
their different satellite
offices to look into how
they could help address
the concerns needs. One
problem they encoun-
tered is on the process in
giving a Special Resident
Retiree’s Visa (SSRV) to
their clients.

SRRV is a special
non-immigrant visa that
entitles foreign nationals
to reside in the Philip-
pines indefinitely with
multiple entry privileges.

TORCH BEARERS FOR THE COMING GENERATION Mayor Mauricio
Domogan thanks the members of the Philippine Government Retirees Association
(PGRA-CAR-Baguio) headed by president Isaias Barongan as an active partner
of the city government in various projects and as good model for the youth to
inculcate good moral values./By Bong Cayabyab

Cordillera peace pacts highlighted in
7th Tam-awan International festival

AGUIO CITY - This

year’s Tam - Awan
International Arts Festival
featured the various tra-
ditional practices of the
Cordillera region and
the country in attaining
peace.

Home grown artists
from the Chanum Foun-
dation and the Tam-awan
Village, in partnership
with the National Com-
mission on Culture and
the Arts and other various
art organizations filled
the scenic Tam-awan
Village for the seventh
edition of the annual
Tam - Awan Internation-
al Arts Festival dubbed as
“Peace pacts” last week.

The festival formally
on December 9, with
traditional rituals and
butchering of pigs. This
was followed by perfor-
mance and tree planting
activity of local artist Art

Lozano together with the
other pillars of art and
culture and the guest of
the festival.

Chanum Founda-
tion President Jordan
Mang-osan said that
they decided to conduct
a “peace festival” this year
wherein elders from the
various provinces in the
Cordillera region took
part in sharing the tradi-
tional practices of peace
pacts in their communi-
ties.

He said the festival
aimed to empower artists
as well as communities
highlighting the arts,
culture and heritage as
well as the capacity of
artists to contribute to
society and reach people
with their art.

Cordilleran elders and
educators lectured on
their peace pact tradi-
tions and even presented

traditional rituals.
Among the province
featured were Mountain
Province, Kalinga and
Ifugao. Aside from
the Cordilleran peace
pact, they also featured
the Philippine Art
Educators Association
that spearhead the “Daloy
ng Kapayapaan sa Diwa
ng Buhay, Edukasyon
at Sining” talk and
workshop and the Talk
on Universal Peace Sign
Symbols by Roland Cruz
of the Ayala Museum.
Prior to the festival
proper, the Tam-awan
artists opened their art
exhibits featuring artists
Gretta Apolinar, Joanne
Bray Siadto, Art Lozano
and Alfred Dato, Lily Vil-
lanueva and Jen Lorenzo,
Lester Rodriguez and
Herwin Buccat, Edwin
Macadaeg and Alfonso

Cont. on page 9

Being an SRRV holder
grants the foreign national
benefits like exemption
from paying travel tax,
if his or her stay in the
Philippines will not be
longer than one year from
the last entry date. SRRV
holders are also exempted
from securing the Bureau
of Immigration exit clear-
ances, reentry permits
and annual registration
requirement.

With the vision of
President Duterte to work

for change in the govern-
ment, the PRA is working
to cut down red tape and
the process in having a
SRRV by their clients
but not sacrificing the
requirements. By doing
so, more foreign retirees
would be encouraged to
settle and retire in the
country.

At the moment, the
SRRV takes more than
three weeks to process
with the personal appear-
ance of the clients who are

mostly from abroad.

Meanwhile, Eric Pati,
PRC OIC of Regions 1, 2
and the Cordillera Region,
said that Baguio City and
the rest of the Cordille-
ra region are among the
top choices where foreign
retirees would stay and
settle. He said that the
PRA has recorded more
than 4,000 foreign retirees
in the Cordillera region
who are all PRA members
and clients./JDP/RMC-
PIA CAR#
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Cordillera peace pacts highlighted in...

Dato, Tara Lalaine
Natividad and Luisa
Galang.

The artists also shared
their talents to students
from various schools in
Baguio City and Benguet
with the conduct of a
two-day workshop on the
different medium of art
such as water color tech-

niques, monoprint, face
painting, acrylic tech-
niques, dream catcher
making, sand art, and
solar drawing.
Mang-osan and
Frenchman Damien Noll
also demonstrated solar
drawings. Both artists use
the power of the sun to
create their chosen mas-
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terpieces with Mang-osan
known to be the lone
professional Solar artist
in the country, using the
sunrays to burn and etch
images on wood while
Noll, practices his solar
art on animal bones,
touring the globe with
his work./JDP/RMC- PIA
CAR#

PNP remains in high morale - Magalong

A TRINIDAD,
Benguet - The morale
of the police and the PNP
organization remains
“very high” despite the

issues hounding the PNP
today.
Police Director

Benjamin Magalong,
Philippine National
Police Deputy Chief for
Operations, who retired
on December 14 after
38 years in service, said
that despite the challeng-
es faced by the PNP from
the national level down to
the regional, provincial
and its police stations, the
police force is maintain-
ing high morale among its
personnel.

“Mataas ang public
appreciation at public
approval ng ating
kapulisan,” said Magalong
during his last official visit
in the province.

Magalong said that
one of the challenges the
police force is facing is the
alleged involvement of
several high ranking cops
in the death of Albuera
Mayor Rolando Espinosa
Sr. and the problem on the

illegal drug trade.

“Nabahiran ang
kapulisan sa mga pang-
yayari but the police are
very resilient at kayang
kaya nilang bumangon,”
he said.

During the testimo-
nial honors given to
Magalong who was a
former PRO-Cor Regional
Director, he called on
the Cordillera police to
continue to serve the
public with honor and
dignity.

He also reminded the
Cordillera police not to
engage in any activity
that would taint the cred-
ibility and integrity of the
police force. Instead, they
must serve the people and
the nation in accordance
with the Transformation
Program of the PNP.

“Police should always
have a clean heart, clean
intention and a very noble
objective,” he said.

Magalong joined the
defunct Philippine Con-
stabulary right after
graduating magna cum
laude from the Philip-
pine Military Academy’s

"Sandigan" Class of 1982.
He was assigned to Abra
as part of a combat post
against insurgents and
other areas in the country
including Mindanao.

He would later climb
the ranks as regional
director of the Cordille-
ra police and chief direc-
torial staff of the PNP's
Special Action Force
(SAF), and to high-profile
post as chief of the PNP's
Criminal Investigation
and Detection Group.

The most notable was
his investigation into
the death of 44 elite
police troopers in a SAF
operation against terror-
ists Zulkifli Bin Hir and
Abdul Basit Usman in
Mamasapano, Maguind-
anao in 2015.

Magalong led the PNP
Board of Inquiry that
held former President
Benigno Aquino III,
former National Police
Chief Alan Purisima and
other police officials liable
for the operation that led
to the death of the SAF 44
that included 14 Cordil-
lerans./RMC- PIA CAR#

PILCD distributes IEC materials on
disaster preparedness to LGUs, agencies

A TRINIDAD,

Benguet - A non-gov-
ernment organization
in partnership with the
United Nations World
Food Programme Phil-
ippines recently turned
over more than 14,000
poster-brochures on
disaster preparedness and
response to local govern-
ment units in the province
of Benguet, Baguio City
and other partners in con-
tinuing efforts to create
disaster resilient com-

munities.

People’s Initia-
tive for Learning and
Community Develop-
ment (PILCD) Coordi-
nator Marivic Patawaran
led the distribution of
poster-brochures during
the Building Resilience
Against Disasters and
Climate Change Program
at the Provincial Capitol
last week.

On hand to receive the
materials for Benguet
were Governor Crescencio

Pacalso, DILG Provincial
Director Rufina Fegcan
and the other officials
from the 13 municipalities
of the province Benguet.
The city government
of Baguio, the Baguio
City Emergency Medical
Service, the Department
of Education - Cordille-
ra and the Department
of Social Welfare and
Development - CAR also
received IEC materials.
Patawaran explained
that the IEC materials

PSWDO, PIA conduct lecture on
protection of women and children

ANGUED, Abra -

The Provincial Social
Welfare and Develop-
ment Office in partner-
ship with the Philippine
Information Agency -
Abra Infocen (PIA-Abra)
conducted a provin-
cial forum on the pro-
tection of women and
children from all forms of
violence and discrimina-
tion in observance of the
18-Day Campaign to End
Violence Against Women
and Children.

This year's program on
the 18-Day Campaign that
ran from November 25 to
December 12, 2016 was
sponsored by Governor
Ma. Jocelyn V. Bernos.

Topics  discussed
during the forum are the
salient features of the laws
and issuances as well as
the programs of the gov-
ernment that address

the issues and concerns
in the implementation
of the campaign to end
violence against women
and children or the more
popularly known VAWC.
This topic was handled by
Provincial Welfare Officer
Decimia D. Cabang, head
of the PSWDO.

The provisions of
Republic Act No. 10364,
otherwise known as the
"Expanded Anti-Traf-
ficking in Persons Act
of 2012" that amended
the RA No. 9208 was
discussed by Dr. Maria
Teresa B. Befias, Manager
of PIA-Abra and Provin-
cial Federation President
of the Kalipunan ng
Liping Pilipina (KALIPI)
-Abra Chapter.

Abra in the past years
had some recorded cases
of victims smuggled out
to Malaysia but were suc-

cessfully repatriated by the
Overseas Workers Welfare
Administration with the
help of the provincial gov-
ernment of Abra and the
municipal government
of Bangued under the
previous administrations.

While we focus our
attention on the pro-
tection of women,
we likewise take into
special consideration our
children as their welfare
is dependent on their
parents. We give special
care to our children as
they are most vulnera-
ble to sexual exploitation
and child labor. In like
manner, we also attend to
the men who, sometimes
if not most of the time are
dragged into forced labor
in their effort to earn
more for their family, the
lecturers said. (J/DP/MTBB
- PIA CAR, Abra)#

Tabuk City eyes to operate its sanitary landfill next year

ITY OF TABUK,
Kalinga - The city gov-
ernment expects to operate
its own sanitary landfill
next year to address the
pressing need for proper
waste disposal facility.
City Environment
and Natural Resources
Officer Salud Lammawin
informed processing of
requirements is underway
for the final issuance of
Environmental Compli-
ance Certificate by the
Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural

Resources (DENR) to
operate the facility.

Lammawin disclosed
that while the environ-
mental certificate require-
ments are being processed,
the city government is up
with improvements on the
6.4 hectare waste facility
situated in Barangay Dilag,
some 10 kilometers from
the city proper.

The facility is equipped
with a centralized material
recovery area for recycla-
ble wastes, composting
facility for biodegrad-

able materials and markle
machine as digester and
granulator of biodegrad-
able and non-biode-
gradable waste products.
The granulator machine
costing P6.5 million was
acquired by the city early
this year, Lammawin said.

For its other site
improvements, the area
has been fenced while
paving of its access
road and installation of
the retaining wall are
on-going. (JDP/LL-PIA
CAR, Kalinga)#

were created from the
various workshops and
consultations conducted
by the PILCD with its
partners from the grass-
roots including the munic-
ipalities in Benguet, the
city of Baguio and other
partners from regional
line agencies.

The IEC materials
should be posted in the
various public areas in
the community and in
households to at least
educate people on what
to do before and during
disasters such as typhoons,
earthquake and flooding,
she said.

PILCD is a non-profit
organization committed
to the development of

marginalized communi-
ties and vulnerable sectors
through community
education and social
action. It envisions a
society where the right
of all people to learn and
to have equitable access
to relevant and quality
learning opportunities
is realized; where people
are enabled to understand
and cope with the reality
of their environment, and
are empowered to define
and transform their own
destiny.

PILCD started working
in the province after the
typhoon Pepeng in 2009.
It has partnered with the
province of Benguet and
some municipalities and

barangays in creating
their disaster contingen-
cy planning and early
warning systems, as well
as in the construction
of typhoon affected or
damaged infrastructures
in some Benguet towns.

Pacalso thanked the
PILCD for their efforts
in helping the people in
Benguet become more
prepared and be safer
during times of disasters
and calamities. Thru the
posters, people even in
the far flung areas will
be informed on how
they should prepare
during disasters especial-
ly disaster- prone areas,
he said./JDP/RMC- PIA
CAR#
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Bagulo athletes

win atang Plnoy 2016 crown

AGUIO CITY - Its
official.

The city’s delegation
has won the over-all
championship of the
Batang Pinoy 2016
National Competi-
tions held in Tagum
City, Davao Del Norte
last November 27 to
December 2 capturing a
grand total of 137 medals
(55 gold, 41 silver and 41
bronze).

Placing second and
third place were the del-
egations from Cebu and
Davao cities, respectively.
Baguio came in second to
Quezon city last year with
Cebu city placing third.

City sports office head
Gaudencio Gonzales
said the Summer Capital
fielded 375 delegates
composed of 325 athletes,
40 coaches and 10 heads
of delegation in this year’s
event.

More than 12,000
delegates from around
200 local government
units participated in
the latest Batang Pinoy
edition, he added.

The young athletes
competed in 26 sporting
disciplines including
archery, arnis, athletics,
badminton, baseball, bas-
ketball 3 on 3, boxing,
chess, cycling, danc-

esport, gymnastics, judo,
karatedo, lawn tennis,
pencak silat, rugby
football, sepaktakraw,
softball, swimming,
table tennis, taekwondo,
triathlon/duathlon, vol-
leyball, weightlifting,
wrestling and wushu.

Mayor Mauricio
Domogan praised the
athletes and their coaches
for bringing honor not
only to themselves and
their families but to the
city as well.-gaby keith

Re: Christmas in
Baguio activities, winds
down

BAGUIO CITY - As
the entire Christendom
celebrates the birth of its
Savior Jesus Christ, the
Silahis ng Pasko’s Quest
for the Baguio Lucky
Christmas Baby is slated
today, December 25, as
this year’s Christmas in
Baguio activities winds
down.

The search is spear-
headed by the City Social
Welfare and Development
Office (CSWDO) headed
by Betty Fangasan, the
National Correspondents
Club of Baguio (NCCB)
led by former councilor
Nars Padilla, the Office
for Senior Citizens Affairs
(OSCA) and Baguio
balikbayans.

Padilla, in a Santa
Claus costume, will also
walk the city’s roads on
this day spreading cheer
and goodwill to the
public.

The Baguio Lucky
Balikbayan and CAR
Sportsmen Day is on
December 30 starting
9 am with a welcome
reception, presentation of
tokens and conduct of a
“Pinikpikan” food festival
at Sunshine Park.

A fireworks display at
Melvin Jones, Burnham
Park on December 31,
starting midnight, will
usher in the Countdown
to New Year 2017.

On January 1, 2017 is
the Quest for the Lucky
New Year Baby hosted
by the CSWDO, OSCA,
NCCB and Baguio
Elderly Assembly.

The Silahis ng Pasko
festivities ends with the
29th Annual Kafagway
Sports Award Program
on January 20, 2017
starting 9 am at Malcolm
Square with the presen-
tation of Achievement
and Proficiency Awards
to the year’s outstand-
ing athletes, sportsmen
and supporters of sports
development in Baguio
and Cordillera./Gaby
Keith#

DOH reiterates call for “Iwas Paputok”

AGUIO CITY -
The Department of
Health (DOH) Cordil-
lera reiterates its call
for a safe celebration of
the Yuletide season and
the New Year revelry
avoiding firecrackers.
This year’s anti-fire-
cracker campaign
carries the theme, “Iwas
Paputok, Fireworks

Display ang Patok!
Makiisa Fireworks
Display sa inyong Lugar”.

Dr. Amelita Pan-
gilinan, DOH CAR
assistant regional
director, said they are
continuously reminding
the public especially the
children and parents not
to use any kind of fire-
cracker to avoid injuries.
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ry-making instruments
and alternative noise
-makers such as ‘torotot,
car horns, or by playing
loud music. Local gov-
ernment units are also
urged to foster com
munity firework display.

Records from DOH
Cordillera show that
there were 63 firecrack-
er and fireworks related
injuries in 2015 all over
the region. Abra had the
highest with 25, Apayao
with 14, Baguio City
with 11, Benguet with
9, Kalinga with 2, and
Mountain Province and
Abra with 1 each.

The youngest patient
was 3 years old and the
oldest was 59 —»

Baguio City and Benguet Province receive their respective Consistent Regional
Outstanding Winner in Nutrition (CROWN) award. The CROWN award is
presented to a municipality, city or province that has been adjudged by the inter-
agency regional nutrition evaluation team as outstanding in the region in the
implementation if its nutrition action plan for three consecutive years. The award
was received by Governor Cresencio Pacalso for the Province of Benguet and
Ryan Mangusan representing Mayor Mauricio Domogan for the City of Baguio
on December 13, 2016 at the Philippine International Convention Center. \r|

ncontributed photo.\r\n

120th Rizal day commemoration

AGUIO CITY -

National hero Jose
Rizal is honored on the
120th anniversary of his
death, 8AM, Friday, Dec.
30, at his monument, in
Burnham park.

Mayor Mauricio
Domogan serves as guest
of honor and speaker for
the occasion, with the
opening message from
Congressman Marquez
Go.

Various groups; Rizal
Commercial Banking
Corporation, Kababai-
hang Rizalista, Knights
of Rizal, Veterans, Free
and Accept masons of
the Philippines, veterans,
officials from the Rizal
barangay led by Punong
Barangay Agustin Sister,
Sr. and other city officials
offer flowers at the Rizal
monument as the Philip-
pine Military Academy
leads the twenty-one
gun salute and lowering

of flag to half-mast.
Talented, well-trav-
elled, an expert in 22
languages, and said to
be a genius, Rizal, led
the Philippine revolu-
tion through his writings
mainly the Noli Me
Tangere, published in
Berlin; and El Filibus-
terismo, novel satires
exposing and criticiz-
ing Spanish clergy and
electoral. Together with
other Filipino revolution-
ists, Rizal were accused of
rebellion and sedition.
He was briefly incarcer-
ated in 1892, and exiled
to Dapitan in 1893 where
his works as physician,
teacher, artist, farmer,
poet, and linguist were
polished and applied
to the community. He
was imprisoned during
the early part of 1896
and executed through
firing squad on Dec.
30, 1896. His remains

were interred in an
unmarked grave at the
old Paco cemetery, later
exhumed, brought to the
Rizal house in Binondo,
and buried properly at
Luneta Park where his
monument stands.

In a commemora-
tive ceremony during
the earlier years, Mayor
Domogan quoted one
of Rizal’s writings: “It is
a useless life that is not
consecrated to a great
ideal. It is like a stone
wasted on a field without
becoming a part of any
edifice” The mayor thus
exhorted every citizen
to be a part of endeavors
meant to uplift and bring
goodwill to each member
of the society, and the
community as a whole.

The theme for this
year’s celebration is
“Rizal: Bayaning Global,
Aydol in Juan”/Julie G.
Fianza

years old. Most of the
victims were males. Most
injuries were caused by
piccolo.

In case of an injury
due to firecrackers, Pan-
gilinan reminded that
the wounds must be
immediately washed

with clean running
water until all visible
dirt and gunpowder
residue is removed. The
patient must immedi-
ately be rushed to the
nearest health facility for
proper medical attention
to prevent permanent

injuries and disabili-
ty and deaths due to
Tetanus.

Pangilinan assured
that all DOH hospitals
are prepared to attend
to injuries related to
fireworks./JDP/]BZ- PIA
CAR#



