
Portfolio Descriptions  

NOTE: Only events prior to the freeze date would be considered valid. However, to help 

you better understand your portfolios, the following contains information beyond the 

freeze date. Since most of the following members of the committee took part in the 

revolt after 13th of May, only their role and position prior to it would be valid. Any 

changes made by us for the betterment of the committee to the portfolios will be 

mentioned in bold in each.  

 

Bahadur Shah Zafar II 

 

Following the outbreak of the rebellion on 10 May 1857, the Meerut sipahis as a body 

marched to Delhi, where they arrived early next morning. They put an end to the company’s 

administration in the city, and assumed control of Shahjahanabad and its immediate outskirts. 

Bahadur Shah Zafar, who at that time occupied the Mughal throne, was declared the emperor 

of the whole of India with the title Shahenshah-i-Hind. This was a reflection of the popular 

perception that the Mughal emperor was the legitimate sovereign of India.Bahadur Shah 

ascended the throne in 1837. He was nearly sixty-two years old at this time. His ‘reign’ of 

twenty years coincided with the most creative period of Urdu literature—especially Urdu 

poetry—during the nineteenth century. Delhi was the main centre of this development and 

Bahadur Shah himself was an active participant in the creative endeavour. This was the 

period that produced three towering figures of Urdu poetry: Ghalib, Momin and Zauq. Zafar 

was a key figure amidst this literary circle. He was a poet of some distinction. He had initially 

been a pupil (shagird) of Shah Nasir who had nurtured several up-and-coming poets during 

the 1830s. When Shah Nasir left Delhi around 1840, Zafar became a pupil of Zauq, and after 

Zauq’s death in 1854 he acknowledged Ghalib as his ustad. Many of the literary figures who 

were part of the circle with which Zafar interacted were also associated with the vibrant 

intellectual life of Delhi College (Azurda and Sahbai for example). From the 1830s till the 

Revolt, Delhi College was the centre of what many historians have referred to as the ‘Delhi 

Renaissance’.The fact that Bahadur Shah was so intimately associated with such a rich 

literary and intellectual tradition, added to his stature particularly among the north Indian 

intelligentsia. We should remember that Urdu-Hindustani was the common language of this 

intelligentsia. Even as an individual, therefore, Bahadur Shah enjoyed a prestige that went 

beyond his political position. 

 

Bakht Khan 

 

Bakht Khan was commander-in-chief of Indian rebel forces in the revolt . When Bakht Khan 

heard of the rebellion in Meerut, he decided to march to Delhi to support Bahadur Shah 

Zafar's armywith a large number of Rohilla Sepoys, the city had already been taken by rebel 

forces and the Mughal ruler had been proclaimed the emperor. The emperor's eldest 

son, Mirza Mughal, also called Mirza Zahiruddin, had been given the title of chief general, 

but this prince had no military experience. This was the time when Bakht Khan along with 

his forces arrived in Delhi on Wednesday 1 July 1857. With his arrival, the leadership 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mughal_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mirza_Mughal


position did improve. Bakht Khan's superior abilities quickly became evident, and the 

emperor gave him actual authority and the title of Saheb-e-Alam Bahadur, or Lord Governor 

General. Khan was virtual commander of the sepoy forces, although Mirza Zahiruudin was 

still the commander-in-chief 

NOTE: He will be considered as the commander-in-chief of all the sepoy forces under 

the Badshah. This however, does not mean that he has come to Delhi on the 1st of July 

with the Bareilly mutinied regiments.  

 

Tantya Tope  

 

He was a general of the rebellious and martyr sepoys of 1857 and one of its notable leaders. 

After the uprising in Cawnpore (Kanpur) took place on 5 June 1857, Nana Sahib became the 

leader of the rebels. The British forces surrendered on 25 June 1857 , Nana was declared 

Peshwa in late June.General Havelock fought with Nana's forces in battle two times, they 

were defeated the third time and withdrew to Bithur, after which he crossed the Ganges and 

retreated to Awadh.Tantya Tope was one of the leaders of the massacre of Cawnpore, which 

occurred on June 27,1857. Since then, Tope held a good defensive position until her was 

driven out by the British force led by Sir Henry Havelock on August 16, 1857. Afterwards, 

he defeated General Charles Ash Windham at Cawnpore II, which occurred from November 

27, 1857 to November 28, 1857. However, Tope and his army was later defeated at 

Cawnpore III when the British counterattacked under Sir Colin Campbell. ‘ 

 

Rani Laxmibai 

 

She led the revolt  in Jhansi,and was one of the most important leaders during the revolt.She 

took initiative, throughout her battles against the British gave and gained support of several 

Indian rulers like Tantiya Tope who helped her during the assault on Jhansi. What was the 

reason for Rani Laxmibai to join the 1857 revolt?Under Lord Dalhousie, the British 

government had adopted an aggressive policy of annexing Indian states. Charges of 

mismanagement often offered an excuse. Another justification, applied with increasing 

frequency after 1848, was the Doctrine of Lapse. The British already exercised the right to 

recognise the succession in Indian states that were dependent upon them. As a corollary, 

Dalhousie claimed that if the adoption of an heir to the throne was not ratified by the 

government, the state would pass by ‘lapse’ to the British.In spite of the Rani’s arguments for 

the legality of the adoption and Ellis’ statements on her behalf, Dalhousie refused to 

acknowledge Damodar Rao (Adopted son) as Gangadhar Rao’s heir. The new British 

superintendent, Captain Alexander Skene, took control of Jhansi under the Doctrine of Lapse 

without opposition. 

 

Nana Sahib  

 

Nana Sahib (19 May 1824 – 1859), born as Dhondu Pant, was an 

Indian Peshwa of Maratha empire, aristocrat and fighter, who led the rebellion in 
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Cawnpore (Kanpur) during the 1857 uprising. As the adopted son of the 

exiled Maratha Peshwa Baji Rao II, Nana Sahib believed that he was entitled to a pension 

from the English East India Company, but the underlying contractual issues are rather murky. 

The Company's refusal to continue the pension after his father's death, as well as what he 

perceived as high-handed policies, compelled him to revolt and seek independence from 

company rule in India. He forced the British garrison in Kanpur to surrender, then executed 

the survivors, gaining control of Cawnpore for a few days. He later disappeared, after his 

forces were defeated by a British force that recaptured Cawnpore. He was led to the Nepal 

Hills in 1859, where he is thought to have died. 

 

Maulavi Ahmadullah Shah 

 

He contributed primarily ideologically, influencing important nobles such as Nana 

Sahib.  British officers like George Bruce Malleson and Thomas Seaton have made mentions 

about courage, valour, personal and organizational capabilities of Ahmadullah.Maulvi 

believed that for the success for an armed rebellion, the co-operation of people was very 

important. He travelled to Delhi Meerut, Patna, Calcutta and several other places and sowed 

the seed of independence. Maulvi and Fazl-e-HaqKhairabadi also declared jihad against 

Britons. He also authored a pamphlet called Fateh Islam, planned manner for the need of 

jihad against Britisher, even before the eruption of revolt in 1857.According to G. B. 

Malleson, "It is beyond doubt that behind the conspiracy of 1857 revolt, Moulavi's brain and 

efforts were significant. Distribution of bread during the campaigns, Chapati Movement, was 

actually his brainchild." 

 

Begum Hazrat Mahal 

 

After her husband had been exiled to Calcutta, she took charge of the affairs in the state of 

Awadh and seized control of Lucknow. She also arranged for her son, Prince BirjisQadr to 

become Wali (ruler) of Awadh; However, she was forced to abandon this role after a short 

reign. She rebelled against the British East India Company during the Indian Rebellion of 

1857 and was one of the most important leaders contributing to the revolt. She finally found 

asylum in Nepal where she died in 1879. 

 

Azimullah Khan 

 

Azimullah Khan Yusufzai (1830-1859), also known as Dewan Azimullah Khan, was initially 

appointed Secretary, and later Prime Minister (hence the prefix Dewan) to Nana Sahib. He is 

also known as the KrantidootAzimullah Khan (Krantidoot in Hindi for "Ambassador of 

Revolution").Azimullah Khan was involved in the Indian Rebellion of 1857, primarily 

ideologically, influencing important nobles such as Nana Sahib.Azimullah's own role in the 

great uprising that followed, the "Indian Mutiny", was political rather than military. Although 

he was chief advisor to the Nana Sahib, one of the principal leaders of the rebellion, he was 

a Muslim at a Hindu court, a talker, at a time when military men were needed, and without 
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personal wealth, nobility, or a following of supporters, and so he soon became a marginal 

figure. He did however play a key role in the negotiations that terminated the Siege of 

Cawnpore. Representing Nana Sahib, Azimullah met with the British commander of the 

garrison Major-General Sir Hugh Wheeler and agreement was reached that the garrison and 

their families would be evacuated and taken by boat to safety in Allahabad. The following 

day he was seen among a group of Nana Sahib's advisers and officers who were present at the 

ambush and killing of most of the refugees as they boarded the waiting boats 

 

Uda Devi 

 

While upper caste histories highlight the resistance contributions of upper caste heroines like 

Jhansi Rani, the reality was also that the battles for independence from British colonial rule 

also featured Dalit resistance fighters like Devi. Devi and other female Dalit participants are 

today remembered as the warriors or “Dalit Veeranganas” of the 1857 Indian Rebellion. On 

seeing the rising anger of the Indian people with the British administration, Uda Devi reached 

out to the queen of that district, Begum Hazrat Mahal to enlist for war. In order to prepare for 

the battle that was headed their way, the Begum helped her form a women’s battalion under 

her command. When the British attacked Awadh, both Uda Devi and her husband were part 

of the armed resistance. When she heard that her husband had died in the battle, she 

unleashed her final campaign in full force. Uda Devi, in this committee will be acting as a 

Dalit representative as well as commander under beghum hazratmahal,taking into 

consideration both the point of views and ideas. 

NOTE: She will be a Dalit representative and a commander under the Begum. 

 

Babu Veer Kunwar Singh  

 

 Kunwar Singh was one of the most important freedom fighters in the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857. 

Kunwar Singh was born in Jagdishpur in the Shahabad (now in Bhojpur District) of Bihar.  

It was about 1777 AD and was destined to die a hero in the Great Rising of 1857.When the 

people of all parts of India rose against British authority in 1857, Babu Kunwar Singh was 

already past his prime being nearly eighty years old. In that age, he fought against the British 

East India Company. Despite his age and failing health, when the call to fight came, Kunwar 

Singh plunged into the thick of it and for nearly a year battled against the British forces with 

grim determination and undaunted courage. 

 

Raja Nahar Singh  

 

During the1857 uprising, under the "Delhi Agency" there were seven princely states, Jhajjar, 

Farrukhnagar, Ballabhgarh, Loharu, Pataudi and Dujana. The Chiefs of the last two estates 

remained loyal to the British and others rebelled. The Rajput rulers of Rajasthan also kept out 

of the rebellion. British forces met with a tough resistance right on the doorstep of the Capital 

when Nahar Singh, the Jat ruler of Ballabhgarh state, finally halted the British Juggernaut. 

Nahar refused to extend any help to District Collector William Ford, who was collecting 



forces to curb the uprising. Nahar actively recruited sepoys of the native infantry or cavalry, 

who revolted against the British, in services of his Ballbhgarh forces with enhanced pay and 

promotional ranks. Munshi Jeevan Lal writes, "by 17 July 1857 the Raja had taken into his 

service 200 troopers who had lately been in the employ of the English." The number 

continued to swell in the subsequent period. Incidentally, one such sepoy who was granted 

rank of Naik, appeared as a witness to testify the fact before the British Military Commission, 

which was established to prosecute Raja Nahar Singh. To further fortify his armed strength, 

the Raja not only raised new levies but also collected as much as possible latest weaponry 

and other war material as was revealed from the recovery of large number of horses, 

bullocks, carts, English rifles and dresses from his fort after the British assaulted it. 

He revolted against the British rule, and joined the forces led by Emperor Bahadur Shah. 

 

Rao Tula Ram 

 

In 1857, on hearing the news of rebellion at Meerut and other places, the people of the 

Rewari rose up to support the uprising. In the Rewari area, lead was given by Rao Tula Ram. 

His cousin Gopal Dev also stood by him. The forefathers of the Raos had helped the 

Marathas in 1803 in the Second Anglo-Maratha War. The British confiscated their land and 

gave instead an ‘istamarari’, or grant, of about 58 villages. This was a great blow to the Raos, 

who were itching to fight the British Raj at the first available opportunity. Rao Tula Ram was 

one of the prominent leaders of the Indian Uprising of 1857 against the colonial British 

forces. His story of rebellion and guerrilla warfare against the stronger and better-equipped 

imperialist forces of the British Army is still admired. 

 

Maulvi Liaquat Ali  

 

Maulvi Liaquat Ali was a Muslim religious leader from Prayagraj, in the state of Uttar 

Pradesh in present-day India. He was one of the leaders in the revolt against the British in 

1857, in what is now known as the Indian Mutiny, or the Sepoy Mutiny. This war was also 

known as the First War of Independence. As one of the most prominent leaders, Maulvi 

Liaqat Ali belonged to Village Mahgaon in Pargana Chail of District Prayagraj. He was a 

religious teacher, an upright pious Muslim, and a man of great courage and valour. His 

family traced their descent from the Zainabi Jafri branch of Hashmis which had their 

offshoots at Jaunpur and other places. He was a humble and simple man but when he took the 

reins of the freedom struggle, he became a dreadful enemy of the British. 

 

Baba Shah Mal 

 

His role in the freedom movement of 1857 is unparalleled. The farmers of the area had 

suffered from over-taxation by the British in the years prior to the outbreak of the first 

freedom movement in 1857. Shah Mal put together a combined force of Jat and Gujjar 

farmers of the area. His army attacked and plundered the tahsil of  Barout and the bazaar 



at Baghpat.in the committee he will be acting as a peasant representative putting forward all 

the interests and point of views of peasants on the revolt. 

 

 

 

Khan Bahadur Khan 

 

Rohilkhand (present day Bareilly, Shahjahanpur, Badaun etc) was the area which was a 

strong hold of revolutionaries from the very beginning. Immediately after the announcement 

of an independent Indian government at Delhi on May 11, 1857, Khan Bahadur Khan was 

appointed as the viceroy of Mughal emperor there. Khan soon after assuming charge 

appointed a committee of eight members consisting both Hindus and Muslims to conduct the 

affairs of the state. His deputy was Khushi Ram. This government forbade cow-killing in 

deference to the sentiments of local Hindus as was done in Delhi by the orders of General 

Bakht, chief commander of the revolutionary army. Khan and Khushi Ram led troops 

defeated the British and their stooges in many battles but were defeated in a crucial battle at 

Bareilly after remaining in office for almost a year. They continued with the struggle and 

withdrew towards Nepal but were captured. Both of them were brought to Bareilly and 

hanged with hundreds of their followers outside old Kotwali on March 20, 1860. 

NOTE: Presently, he will be the Viceroy of the Mughal Emperor in Bareilly 

 

Meerut Sepoys Representative and Barrackpore Sepoy 

Representative 

 

These are imaginary portfolios created to ensure representation of rebel sepoys from Meerut 

and Barrackpore, respectively. All mutinied native regiments from both these outbreak 

centres will be solely represented by these delegates. They are allowed to pass communiques 

on behalf of their regiments.  

 

Hakim Ahsanullah Khan 

 

The Hakim was a personal physician and chief confidante of Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar 

and a great friend of Mirza Ghalib, a renowned Urdu Poet in those times. He requested the 

Emperor to award Mirza Ghalib the honour to pen down the historical biography of the 

Mughal Empire and its reign. The Hakim was born in 1797 and belonged to the afghan clan 

whose ancestors from Herat earlier migrated to Dal Lake in Kashmir and later to Delhi. His 

ancestors who were also renowned Hakims acquired the Haveli and served as the Hakims of 

the Royal Family.  

NOTE: He will serve as the chief advisor to the Badhshah 

 



Shehzada Feroz Shah 

 

We admire Feroz Shah, Grandson of Abu Zafar Sirajuddin Bahadur Shah Ghazi, because 

despite being a Muslim he inspired many Hindus to fight for a just cause at a time when 

Muslims in Muslim majority areas were soldiering for a foreign nation ! After the failure of 

the rebellion also he did make many attempts to convince many Muslim Kings of martial 

races like Afghanistan or Iran to resist the British. 

 

Rani Avantibai 

 

Rani Avantibai (or Rani Avantibai Lodhi; died 20 March 1858) was a freedom fighter and 

queen of Ramgarh, who waged a war against the British to protect her kingdom. 

She was the wife of King Vikramaditya Singh, the ruler of the Indian state of Ramgarh. She 

was a Lodhi queen in the area now in Madhya Pradesh, she took over the reins of the 

kingdom when the king fell into ill-health. She is remembered for her valiant fight against the 

British during the 1857 uprising for Independence. 

 

Lala Jaidayal Bhatnagar 

 

Kota state (now in Rajasthan) was ruled by a Maharao subservient to the British. The leading 

courtier of this state was, Lala Jaidayal Bhatnagar, a great literary figure who was equally 

conversant with Persian, Urdu and English. When it was found that Maharao was 

collaborating with the British he joined hands with the army chief, Mehrab Khan and 

established a revolutionary government in the state. When Kota was captured by the British 

forces with the help of stooge neighbouring princes, they together continued fighting in the 

region till 1859. Betrayed by an informer both were hanged at Kota on September 17, 1860.  

NOTE: Presently, he would be considered to have established the revolutionary 

government in his state. 

 

Maniram Dewan 

 

Maniram Dutta Baruah, popularly known as Maniram Dewan (17 April 1806 – 26 February 

1858), was an Assamese nobleman in British India. He was one of the first people to 

establish tea gardens in Assam. A loyal ally of the British East India Company in his early 

years, he was hanged by the British for conspiring against them during the 1857 uprising. He 

was popular among the people of Upper Assamas "Kalita Raja" (king of the Kalita caste). 

 

Chaudhari Kadam Singh  

 



Kadam Singh was a leader of a minor group of Gurjars who fought against the British East 

India Company during the Indian Rebellion of 1857. During the rebellion, he styled himself 

as the ‘raja’ of Parikshitgarh and Mawana in Meerut district. 

 

Dhan Singh Gurjar 

 

Dhan Singh was the Kotwal of the city of Meerut. Even though he was a police officer under 

the British, Dhan Singh had motivated the Indians in the force and other people to join hands 

against the regime forming groups when the First War of Independence broke out from the 

city in May 1857. He had also helped release more than 800 native prisoners from jail. In a 

retaliatory act, the angry British army bombed his native Panchali village, killing over 500 

villagers, and hanged over 40 people. Dhan Singh was executed too. 

 

Hukumchand Jain 

 

In town  of Hansi lived two close friends, Hukumchand Jain and Muneer Beg. They were 

known for literary works and love for mathematics and joined the revolt in the earlier phase 

itself. The revolutionary government of Bahadurshah Zafar chose them as advisors and 

appointed them as commanders in the region of west of Delhi which is known as Haryana 

today. They led many successful military campaigns in the area but due to the treachery of 

rulers of Patiala, Nabha, Kapurthala, Kashmir and Pataudi were defeated in a crucial battle 

and captured.  

NOTE: He is presently the commander in the region west of Delhi  

 

Birjis Qadr 

 

Birjis Qadr  was the son of Wajid Ali Shah, and was last Padshah-e Awadh, Shah-e Zaman. 

Qadr and some of his subjects fought the British's military presence in India in the Indian 

Rebellion of 1857. 

 

Raja Devi Baksh Singh of Gonda 

 

He was12th Raja of Gonda. He was a prudent and active prince and built a strong fort at 

Jigna in the east of the Pargana, from where he managed his estate. He increased his property 

rapidly, disallowing any interference between him and the cultivators of his land, by 

marrying a daughter of the Raja of Bhadawar, he formed an alliance with one of the highest 

Rajput families in northern India. He fought alongside Begum Hazrat Mahal of Oudh against 

the British forces and reportedly went to Nepal with the Begum, where he died at an 

unknown date.  

 



Frontier Tribal Representative and Non-Frontier Tribal 

Representative 

 

These are imaginary portfolios as the representative of all the Frontier Tribes and the Non-

Frontier tribes of India. The aforementioned frontier tribes shall be represented by the frontier 

tribal representative and the non-frontier by the non-frontier tribal representative.  As the sole 

representative of their tribes they are allowed to take decisions on behalf of their tribes. 

However, they would require permission from their tribal chieftains which can be gained by 

the use of communiques addressed to them.  

 

Saddrudin 

In Mewat the people under the leadership of Sadruddin a Meo peasant of Pinnghwa, revolted 

against the British regime. The first target were the loyalists who were murdered. The rebels 

looted Tauru, Sohna, Ferozepur-Jhirka, Punhana and Pinnghwa. 

 

 


