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Life Investments
Part 1:  Rules of Investing
OVERVIEW

Every minute of every day of our life we are making investments into something or somebody.  It may be relationships, our job, school, hobbies, habits, or friends.  A bad habit is the result of over investing into a bad area of life.  A great friendship is the result of a long term large investment.  In this five part series we’ll dive into some real life strategies to help you build a solid and healthy portfolio in life, love, and in eternity. 
RATING
Adults and Teenagers
GET READY

No preparation needed.
MESSAGE OPENING
1. Today we start a new series called Life Investments.

2. Everything we do in this life is an investment into something, someone, or someplace.

3. When we hear the word investment we typically think of what?  Money.
4. We will talk about financial investments later in the series, but that is not our thrust today.
5. There are so many ways we invest our lives.

6. We invest into relationships, our children, marriage, hobbies church, work, prayer, friends and so much more.  

7. We not only invest our money but we invest our time, energy, resources, and wisdom.

8. On the negative side of life we invest in fights, arguments, habits, and addictions.
9. Addictions are the result of over-investing into a negative area of life.  How many of you have every made a bad investment?  
10. If you are not seeing the results you want in an area, it becomes essential to make a greater investment!
11. Today we are going to talk about the Biblical rules for investing.  There are basic principles in God’s Word we must follow in order to achieve the returns we desire from our investments.

12. Let’s get started.
BIBLICAL RULES OF INVESTING

RULE #1:  We must invest before we can ever expect a return.
1. If I never make an investment into my marriage, I cannot expect to have a great relationship in return.  We are going to face challenges and difficult times.
2. Many people are frustrated because they are not seeing the return they want or expect but they have never made an investment.  Or if they did, it was a nominal one!
3. Why do marriages, friendships, relationships with family go bad and go south?  Because of no or low investments!
4. Galatians 6:7-10  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. NIV
Message Translation:  Don't be misled: No one makes a fool of God. What a person plants, he will harvest. The person who plants selfishness, ignoring the needs of others--ignoring God!--   8  harvests a crop of weeds. All he'll have to show for his life is weeds! But the one who plants in response to God, letting God's Spirit do the growth work in him, harvests a crop of real life, eternal life.

Luke 6:37-38  "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."   NIV

RULE #2:  The size of our investment determines our profit margin.
1. Most of us are hoping for the miracle stock investment.  “I invest a minimal amount of resources for the maximum amount of return.”

2. 2 Corinthians 9:6-8  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  NIV
3. The employee who shows himself diligent and hard working is going to see the rewards and benefits for his labor.  Yet the employee who plays computer games all day cannot figure out why he isn’t getting promoted.  He made a low investment.
4. Why do good people with values, morals, and a great spiritual life with God have kids who grow up and reject it all?
· Many times it is due to a low parent investment!
5. Look at the positive side of it though.
a. If I make a great investment into my marriage – Watch out!

b. If I make a great investment into my kids – Yahoo!
c. The more I invest into the Word of God – Look out spiritual giant coming through!
d. If I invest into growing, learning, and developing in wisdom – I’ll have answers when I need them!

e. It applies to every area of life!
RULE #3:  We will only benefit from what we invest into.
1. Our typical mistake:   I make a huge investment into my job and career and wonder why my marriage struggles?
2. We can’t expect investments into one area of life to pay off in a completely different area.
3. If I invest in the WalMart Corporation, they are not going to give me my dividends in Target shares of stock.

4. Galatians 6:7-10  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 
5. 1 Corinthians 15:33  Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character."  NIV
6. 2 Timothy 2:23 Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels.  NIV
7. James 3:16  For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.  NIV  
a. As we invest into the carnal nature we are going to reap more carnality in our lives.
8. If I plant a field of corn, whose fault is it when beans don’t grow?
9. It is crucial that we manage and balance our life investments
· Any good investor will tell you to diversify.
· Don’t sink everything into one thing.
· The same is true with life

10. I struggle with TV Preachers who say, “Invest finances in my ministry and you will get healed.”  
11. If I need healing, wouldn’t my best investment be into the Word of God and developing my relationship with Jesus?
12. Whatever the need we must first plant the seed.
· If you need love, give and plant love.
· If you need forgiveness, forgive others.
· If you need finances, plant money.
13. The entire foundation of the Kingdom of Heaven is sowing and reaping.
14. God created the entire universe to function in this order.
· A husband and wife are not surprised when a human baby is born after the end of a nine month pregnancy.
· I’m not surprised when my dog has puppies instead of kittens.

15. Why are we surprised that alcoholics produce other alcoholics.  Anger produces more hate and un-forgiveness produces more un-forgiveness and bitterness. 
16. Give a truck load of love away and you’ll reap a harvest of loving and caring relationships.
RULE #4:  The condition of what we invest into will affect our results.
Matthew 13:3-8 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop-a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  NIV
1. The seed or the investment can only produce based upon the condition of the soil.

2. Many times

3. [Example – Power Point Slide of two houses]:  Photo of two houses – which one will produce the greater return.
4. In my early years of being a youth pastor, I took guitar lessons and voice lessons.  Why?  Because every youth pastor I knew sang and played the guitar.
· That was not a good area for me to invest.  In fact the “ground” was so hard the “seed” of lessons could not grow one note in the proper key.
· I was planting in bad soil, off key soil, and musically handicapped soil.
5. Find out what is the good ground in your life and make an investment.
· The Bible says you can get up to a 30, 60, or 100 fold return!
· We are guilty of investing into areas we shouldn’t which wastes time and energy.
· Example:  What kind of return do you typically get for the hours you invest in watching TV? 
6. If you are not seeing the results you had hoped for, you might consider investing into another area of life.

CLOSE
Remember what Galatians 6:9 says, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  NIV

1. What do you need to invest more time in?
2. What do you need to make less of an investment in?
3. Where you see lack in your life, it’s time to invest!
4. Where you have a need, it’s time to plant a seed. 
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