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Life Investments

Part 2:  Time Investments
OVERVIEW

Every minute of every day of our life we are making investments into something or somebody.  It may be relationships, our job, school, hobbies, habits, or friends.  A bad habit is the result of over investing into a bad area of life.  A great friendship is the result of a long term large investment.  In this five part series we’ll dive into some real life strategies to help you build a solid and healthy portfolio in life, love, and in eternity. 

RATING

Adults and Teenagers
GET READY

1. You will need a glass canning jar with a lid.  Fill the jar with as many wrist watches as will fit.

2. You will need a sound effect of a clock ticking.

3. You will need 6-12 one dollar bills.

4. Put a colored tape line approximately 15 feet long on the floor of the stage.
MESSAGE OPENING

1. Our series is called Life Investments.
2. Last week we talked about the Biblical Rules of Investing.
3. Today we are talking about Time Investments.  

4. Time is one of most prized and valuable resources we have here on earth which is often poorly invested.
5. Anyone ever wasted time?  Has anyone ever made a bad investment of time?
6. Today we are going to give you some practical wisdom from God’s Word on the subject of time.
7. Our entire world functions in perfect time and order.  Time is one of our most valuable commodities in this life.
8. Excuses we make.
a.  “I just don’t have enough time.  Can I borrow some of yours?”  You can’t borrow it like a cup of sugar from the neighbor.
b. Some people say, “I ran out of time.”  What does that mean?  Oops time ran out – FREEZE!  You’re dead!
c. Others say, “I can save time if . . .”  Let’s take a look at some facts about time. 
FACTS ABOUT TIME
1. We all have the same amount of time.
a. We are all equal and on the same playing field.  I don’t have any more or less time in a day than you do.

b.  So why do some get ahead in life?  
c.  They made a better investment of time.

d. They used their time more wisely.

e. Proverbs  6:6-11  Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! 7 It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, 8 yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest. 9 How long will you lie there, you sluggard?  When will you get up from your sleep? 10 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest-- 11 and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.   NIV
2. It cannot be stored or saved.  
a.  [Example:  Pull out the glass jar with all of the watches in it.]
b. As you can see my grandmother attempted to “can” time like she does her preserves. [Open the jar.]  But I just can’t put time in a bottle and save it for a rainy day.
3. You must invest it as you receive it. 
a.  How many of you have ever heard the term, “Time is money?”

b.  [Example:  Bring up a volunteer.  Instruct them that as soon as you pass them some money they must give it away to a different person.]

c. [Start the audio ticking of the clock and begin to pass the individual one dollar bill at a time.]

d. Time is wasting _______________ (name)!  Hurry, invest in someone else!

e. You have to choose every minute of every day what you are going to invest your time into just like this money.
f. Give our volunteer a big hand!  Everyone who received some money today HAS TO give it away to someone else who is NOT in the building and who is NOT related to you.
g. Turn to Ecclesiastes  3:1-8 with me.  “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: 2 a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, 3 a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, 4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, 5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, 6 a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, 7 a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, 8 a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.” NIV
h. 2 Peter 3:8 Beloved be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day.
STEPS TO INVESTING TIME WISELY  
1. Establish what is the most valuable.
a. We need a value system.
b. The greater the value, the more time we commit to something.
c. Example: TV is not high on my value system therefore I don’t invest a lot of time into it.
d. How do you determine what is more valuable?  Let me show you.
e. Example:  Does anyone have a $100 bill on them? [Don’t give up.  Typically someone out of a group of 50 people or more will have one.]  
· How many of you would walk across the tape line on the floor for $100?  Sure, everyone would.

· But what if we went to downtown Denver and there was a six inch beam between two buildings 100 stories in the air?  How many of you would walk across the beam for $100? 

· But wait.  You happen to be at the same buildings and your five year old son or daughter (brother, sister, grandchild, niece or nephew) has wandered out on to the beam.  How many of you would go out on the beam to save the life of your loved one?

· Now we have established what is valuable.  Money has value, but the life and well being of a loved one has greater value.

f. Once you establish what is valuable, you will then know how to make the best investment of your time.
g. What price tag can you put on a human life?  Priceless!  Therefore people and relationships should have the highest value in our system.  People always take a priority over things.  People are eternal. 
h. We invest time in the things that are the most important to us!

i. KEY:  If we don’t establish our value system other people will invest our time according to their values.

j. Many of us talk about our priorities in our life but few of us live them. We make POOR investments.
k. Matthew 18:12-14  "What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? 13 And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. 14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost.  NIV
· Why don’t more Christians witness and take the time to share their faith?  
· Because stopping people from going to hell is not important or valuable to them.
· Why do people overwork, come home late, and abandon their family?  Because WORK is more valuable than people and relationships.
l. Students:  Why do parents get frustrated with your over-consumption of the computer and Xbox?  Probably because of the amount of time you are investing screams those items are most important to you.
m. Challenge:  Evaluate how you spend your time and this will tell you where you have placed your values.

2.  Avoid distractions (that cause poor investments of time).
a. How many times have you started to do something and been distracted?

· TV show

· Phone call that went too long
b. One of our greatest challenges is to stay on task and focus on what is more important.
c. Luke 10:38-42  As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!" 41 "Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her."  NIV


d. Are we doing something good with our time or something great with our time?
e. How many times have you started to have a devotional or prayer time and gotten distracted?
· “I’m hungry”
· “You forgot to call __________ back.”
· Am I the only one?

f. [Read Matthew 6:25-34.]  "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 28 "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' (Distractions)  32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first (Make your first investment ) his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for  tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.  NIV (Red words – my notes)
g. Don’t lose sight of what is important!

3. We need to tithe our time.   
a. Give 10% or our time to the Lord it will cause the remaining 90% to be more productive.
b. One of our “Biblical Rules of Investing” last week was Rule #1:  We must invest before we can ever expect a return.
c. Galatians 6:7 What a person plants he will harvest.
d. The principle that works with our finances will also work for our investment of time.
e. What did we just read in Matthew 6?   “Seek first.”  = TIME
f. Proverbs 3:9  (MSG)  Honor GOD with everything you own; give him the first and the best.

g. What would happen if we tithed 10% of our time to the Lord on a daily or weekly basis?  
· There are 1440 minutes in a day minus 8 hours of sleep (480)  = 960 minutes of active and awake time?  
· 10% = 96 minutes (Tithe) , 5% = 48 minutes a day, 1% = 9.6 minutes a day.
· How much does God deserve?  Can you give Him 1%,  5%,  10%?
h. What if we turned unproductive time by investing it differently?

· Shower time: 10 minutes to meditate on a scripture verse we just read prior to getting into the shower. 

· Drive to work:  20 minutes in prayer for the day covering our family, church, city, etc.
· What about sitting down for just 30 minutes a day to stop, focus, listen, and read ourBbibles?
· Drive home:  Listen to  20 minutes of the Bible on CD

· Lunch hour:  5 minutes to pause and thank God for what He is doing in your life.
i. Would you volunteer one hour a week for the church? 
j. Where could the Kingdom of God go if believers would donate some of their time?
k. Your time is as much or more valuable than your offering.
l. Galatians 6:7-9  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  NIV
4.  Make good decisions with your investment of time.
a. Ecclesiastes  8:6  For there is a proper time and procedure for every matter,  NIV

b. Make the most of every minute in every day.
c. No one understood the value of time more than Jesus.  He had only three years to invest into 12 men to carry on His work after He was gone.
d. He had to live every day with precision.
e. In John 9:4 Jesus said "As long as it is day, we must do the work of Him who sent Me.  Night is coming, when no one can work"
f. Learn to say “no” and protect your time investments.
· Say “no” to lame TV

· Say “no” to foolish gossip.  Don’t waste your time.  (2 Timothy 2:16 says to avoid godless chatter.)

· Say “NO” to protect your family time.  Mondays are my date day with my wife.  Monday night is family night in our home.
g. Revelations 3:3  Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.  NIV
CLOSE
1. Evaluate and track your time investments this week.

2. Ask yourself, “Is this the best investment?  Is this the best way to spend my time?  Could I get a better return by making a different investment of my time?”

3. Serenity Prayer:  God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, and wisdom to know the difference.  
Reinhold Niebuhr
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