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Life Investments

Part 3:  Eternal Investments

OVERVIEW

Every minute of every day of our life we are making investments into something or somebody.  It may be relationships, our job, school, hobbies, habits, or friends.  A bad habit is the result of over investing into a bad area of life.  A great friendship is the result of a long term large investment.  In this five part series we’ll dive into some real life strategies to help you build a solid and healthy portfolio in life, love, and in eternity. 

RATING  

Adults and Teenagers

GET READY

You will need a stop watch.
MESSAGE OPENING

1. We are in the middle of our series on Life Investments.
2. So many times we only think of investing in terms of money.
3. However, Jesus asked us to invest our life.  

4. Today we are talking about Eternal Investments.  LOOOOONGGGGG term investments.

5. [Read Matthew 6:19-21.]  "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.   NIV
6. Americans today are a “I have to have it NOW society.”

a. “I can’t afford it so I will put it on my credit card and pay two times what it is worth.”
b. Singles and teenagers say, “I want sex.  Why wait until I’m married?  I’ll get some right now.”
c. We are a microwave society!
7. Yet the entire Kingdom of God is established on a long term, big picture, mentality which is totally contrary to our mindset.
UNDERSTANDING GOD’S TIMETABLE

1. 2 Peter 3:8 Beloved be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day.

2. [Example: Pull out the stop watch.]  One of the reasons people get frustrated with God is the moment they pray, they start their stop watch to see how long it will take to get the answer.  “I want it now!”

3. Galatians 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time (in due season) we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  NIV
4. Ephesians 6:13-14  . . . and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth . . . NIV

5. One of the greatest mistakes we make is to put God in our box of “humanity,” the cultural box we live in.
6. We have to wake up to the fact that this is His game and we play by His rules, not ours!
7. Isaiah 55:8-9 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. NIV
8. Paul’s prayer for the church  in Colossians 1:11-12 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. NIV
9. Hebrews 6:12 says, “We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.” NIV

MAKING GREAT ETERNAL INVESTMENTS

1. Recognize the inheritance that is waiting for us.

Romans 8:15-17  15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  NIV

Ephesians 1:13-14  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-to the praise of his glory.  NIV

Our Walk Today is Symbolic of the Children of Israel thousands of years ago.
Egypt represents our life before Christ.
· Bondage, slavery, captivity, and life is miserable. 
· God offers them a way of escape to freedom.
· Promise of going to a far better place.
· Paul said in Philippians 1:23, “To depart and be with Christ, which is far better.”  NKJV

The desert represents our crossing to a new and better place.
· For the children of Israel it was filled with miracles, provision, and protection.
· The Red Sea opened, there was fire by night and cloud by day, fresh manna every day, quail, water comes out from a rock, clothes and shoes never faded, and the sick were healed.
· However, they still faced their challenges and struggles.
· Then some of them began to gripe and complain, “We were better off making bricks and being slaves in Egypt.”
· Many of you will be tempted to give up on your new walk with Christ and go back to your old lifestyle of depression, pain, and addictions.
The Promised Land represents heaven

· A land that flows with milk and honey, abundance, blessings, clusters of grapes on a pole between men.
· Why did a majority of the people not enter in?  Because of their murmuring, doubt and unbelief.  Of the 12 spies that went out, only Joshua and Caleb said, “We can take the land.”  They had faith to cross over into God’s promises.

· The other spies said, “We are grasshoppers in our own sight and in theirs.(Numbers 13:33)”
· We’re insignificant, unworthy, and it’s impossible.
· The only way we can enter into heaven is by faith in Jesus Christ.  Our works won’t get us there.  Attending church won’t get us in.  It is a simple step of faith and trust in God.

2. Don’t allow instant gratification to steal long term satisfaction.

a. Short term investments can look good.  They’re tempting!
b. Hold steady to what you know is true and right.
c. God doesn’t offer you less, but the best!  Don’t settle for less!
d. What would we think of Prince Charles, heir to the throne of England, if he gave it all up for a Big Mac from McDonalds?
e. What price can you put on a human soul?
f. How much are you willing to pay for a momentary pleasure?
g. There will be many people on judgment day who will regret their short term investments!
h. Revelations 20:11-15  Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  NIV
i. Remember who you are and what you have.
· God has promised you'll never taste of death.  To those who are in Christ, they will live forever.
· You’ve been bought with the price of another man’s life.
· You're a child of the King.  You are royalty.
· You have been declared a champion. 

· You are guaranteed victory and a prosperous life.
· Your Heavenly Father will take care of every need, just ask.
· You are the son/daughter of the Creator of the heavens and the earth. 

· The all powerful Omnipotent God is your Father. 

· You are born again,  a new person.


· You are an HEIR to the throne of God Almighty.
· You are chosen by God.
· Don’t sell out your birthright to the vices of this world.
j. Galatians 5:19-21  The acts of the sinful nature are sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.  NIV
k. We are fooling ourselves if we think we can live like we want and still make it to heaven.
3. Our daily investments will determine our final reward.

a. Matthew 16:25-28  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. 28 I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom."   NIV

b. John 6:40  For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day."  NIV

c. John 17:3  Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  NIV

d. Matthew 7:21-23  "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'   NIV

CLOSE

1. We all have a choice to make each and every day.

2. Joshua 4:15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." NIV

3. Deuteronomy 30:19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.  NIV
4. As we daily invest our lives, we are building a future in heaven for eternity.  
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