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Life Investments 

Part 5:  Financial Investments
OVERVIEW

Every minute of every day of our life we are making investments into something or somebody.  It may be relationships, our job, school, hobbies, habits, or friends.  A bad habit is the result of over investing into a bad area of life.  A great friendship is the result of a long term large investment.  In this five part series we’ll dive into some real life strategies to help you build a solid and healthy portfolio in life, love, and in eternity. 

RATING  
Adults and Teenagers
GET READY

1. Order and download the video “No More Tithing” from www.sermonspice.com.
2. Review the attached Tithing Challenge and determine whether you want to present this to your congregation.
MESSAGE OPENING

1. Before we get into our message today I want us to take a little quiz.
When you get up in the morning which one do you do first?

a. Shower

b. Brush your teeth

c. Go to the bathroom

d. Kiss your husband or wife

When you get to work which do you do first:

a. Check email

b. Check voice mail or messages

c. Get a cup of coffee

d. Make a “to do” list

When you get in your car which do you do first?

a. Start the car

b. Fasten your seat belt

c. Adjust the seat

When you go to the grocery store which section do you go to first?

a. Fruits and vegetables

b. Dairy

c. Frozen Foods

d. Bakery

2. In our world we have all kinds of things we do first before we do other things.
3. For instance, I have a bad habit of salting my food before tasting.
4. Today’s message is the last part in our series on Life Investments and we are going to talk about Financial Investments.
5. In the world of finances there are things we must do first to see the fullness of God’s blessings in our life.
6. But before we go any further, every one of us must ask ourselves this simple question:  Do I want to operate in this world according to my personal wealth and ability or God’s wealth and His abilities?
7. 1 Timothy 6:10  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 
· Satan wants you to serve money.
· Matthew 6:24  "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  NIV

FIRST THINGS FIRST 

1. Money promises what only God can give:  security, significance, and freedom.
2. Remember our basic rules of investing.  “We must invest before we can ever expect a return.”
a. God’s principles of investing works!
b. I am so confident that I will make you a money back guarantee at the end of this message!
c. [Read the scriptures below.]
Exodus 34:26  Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to the house of the LORD your God.  
Proverbs 3:9-10  Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing… 
Exodus 13:2  Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The first offspring of every womb among the Israelites belongs to me… 
Leviticus 27:30 A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD… 
Malachi 3:9-11 Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' In tithes and offerings.  You are under a curse-the whole nation of you-because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. ‘Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this.’ says the LORD Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.’  
d.  When we do things in the order which God prescribes, our life will be blessed!
e. Let’s face it - It takes faith to give off the top versus the bottom.
f. Tithing is choosing to operate on God’s financial system and strategy versus our own.
3. The world tells us to GET all we can.  The Word tells us to GIVE all we can.

4. The New Covenant challenges us to go even further!

a. Matthew 23:23 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices-mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law-justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. NIV
b. What did Jesus say?  You should have lived and expressed the love of God but don’t neglect the tithe.
c. Old Testament versus New Testament.
· OT – Do not commit adultery.  
NT – Do not lust.
· OT - Do not murder.

NT -  Do not hate.
· OT - Give the tithe.  

NT – Give joyfully.
· OT - Give part.


NT – Give it all, sell everything.

d. Notice the difference.  The old ways are outward, the new path is inward.

e. Jesus raised the bar.  He said, “I don’t just want your outward obedience, I want you to surrender your entire life, heart, soul, and everything you own to me.”   

f. Read Matthew 19:16-22 
· He was keeping the commandments.

· Jesus was after his heart.  He knew the possessions controlled this man.

· Verse 21 Jesus said to him, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."   NIV
g. Let’s look at another passage of scripture which will shed some light on the New Covenants perspective of giving and unlock the combination to God’s financial planning.
The Combination to God’s Financial Planning 
[Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15.]
1. God has expanded your investment opportunities. (v. 6) 
a. He’s taken the lid off.

b. He said if you invest generously, you’ll reap generously.
c. Many people today think they are righteous and holy because they tithe 10% of their income.  They stop at 10% when they could easily give more and have even greater blessings.

d. Flipside He’s opened the door in the other direction as well.  If you give sparingly you will reap sparingly.  That’s good news!  Some say, “It is?”
e. YES!  God says I want to reward you at whatever level you can give.  Some people may not be ready to bite off 10% or more.  Start where you can.

f. Which leads us to number two.
2. God is sensitive to the attitude you give with! (v. 7)

a. (7) I want each of you to take plenty of time to think it over, and make up your own mind what you will give. That will protect you against sob stories and arm-twisting. God loves it when the giver delights in the giving.    MSG
b. Some people’s giving stinks!  Because they give it grudgingly and with regret.
c. Start where you can.  If all you can give cheerfully is $1.00, then start there.
3. God wants to bless ALL facets of your life. (v. 8-9)

a. (8)  God can pour on the blessings in astonishing ways so that you're ready for anything and everything, more than just ready to do what needs to be done.  (9)  As one psalmist puts it, He throws caution to the winds, giving to the needy in reckless abandon. His right-living, right-giving ways never run out, never wear out.  MSG
b. When we begin to operate in God’s financial system it opens the door for his abundance.
4. God will supply your start up investment. (v. 10)
a. (10) This most generous God who gives seed to the farmer that becomes bread for your meals is more than extravagant with you. He gives you something you can then give away, which grows into full-formed lives, robust in God,  MSG

b. Don’t eat your seed.  When God blesses you be sure to plant the “seed” for a future harvest.
c. Plant it, sow it, invest it or you will never grow crops!

d. James 4:3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. NIV
e. Too often we forget to honor the Lord and we spend it on ourselves.

5. God’s purpose is for you to be a pipeline to bless others (v.11)

(11)  wealthy in every way, so that you can be generous in every way, producing with us great praise to God.

a. God doesn’t make “funny money.”  He is not a counterfeiter.  

b. If He is going to bless you, this church and this community, He is going to operate through our system.
c. The number one way God meets the needs of the church is through people faithfully giving and supporting the vision.

· What you give pays for our building, staff, outreach, equipment, kid’s church, youth ministry needs, etc…

· Of course there is an alternative.  

· Example: [Show the video “No More Tithing.”]
CLOSE
1. I am so confident of making an investment into God’s financial planning system that we have come up with a money back guarantee tithing challenge.

2. [Read over the optional Tithing Challenge offer below.]

3. If your life is not more blessed in 90 days, I’ll give you your money back.

4. Matthew 6:2-4  "So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  NIV
5. Let’s honor the Lord today with our tithes and offerings.

Below is the optional Tithing Challenge.  If you choose to use it, there is a separate file you can make copies from.
___________________ Church 

90 Day Tithing Challenge

If you are not currently tithing, _________________________ Church will give you the ability to "put God to the test." 

According to Malachi 3:10, God says,  "Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it." 

We believe so much in the promise of God that we are willing to wholeheartedly support God's Word by offering the three-month tithing challenge. If you would like to participate in the challenge, all we ask is that you agree to the guidelines listed below. We are excited to see all that God is going to do in your life over the next 90 days! 

“I would like to test God's faithfulness by accepting the Three-Month Tithe Challenge. I agree that for the three-month period beginning ________________ and ending ___________________,  my household will contribute to God, through Rock Family Church, a tithe equal to 10% or more of our income.  At the end of the three-month period, if I am not convinced of God's faithfulness to bless my life as a result of my obedience to His Word, then I will be entitled to request and receive a refund of the full amount of contributions made during that 90-day period.”  
THREE MONTH TITHING CHALLENGE REGISTRATION

Fill out this form and turn it in to the church office.  A signed copy will be returned to you for your records.

Name __________________________________________  Address_________________________________________

City _________________________________________________  State ___________  Zip ______________________

Phone _________________________________  Email ___________________________________________________

Please initial each statement:

_____ I understand that this form must be completed and received by the Rock Family Church office prior to the beginning of the Three-Month Tithe Challenge Period.

_____  I understand that my household qualifies for participation because we have not been tithing for the last six months.

_____  I understand that my tithe must be paid by check, or by completed offering envelope, so that my tithe can be   properly credited.

_____  I understand that I cannot seek a refund prior to the end of the Three-Month Tithing Challenge period, and that I cannot seek a refund for any contributions made prior to the beginning of the Three-Month Tithing Challenge period.

_____  I understand that any request for a refund must be received in writing by the church office within 30 days of the ending date listed above for the 90 Day Tithing Challenge.
Signature ___________________________________________________  Date ________________________________
Pastor’s Signature _____________________________________________ Date _____________________
Our Prayer:  “Heavenly Father, we agree together for this household to be blessed in every way as they honor you with their finances and make the commitment to tithe.  We ask as they plant their financial seed that it will bring forth a harvest in their lives so they will have an abundance to continually give and support the Kingdom of God here on earth and be a blessing to others.”
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