Live Investments, Part 4 Relationship Investments

[image: image1.jpg]h20 sermon source™ ((<

} innovative sermons to quench the thirst of a generation

© 2007 DEAN HAWK MINISTRIES
PO Box 63355 | Colorado Springs, Colorado | 80962 | 888.WATER.88 | info@deanhawk.com





Life Investments
Part 4:  Relationship Investments 
OVERVIEW

Every minute of every day of our life we are making investments into something or somebody.  It may be relationships, our job, school, hobbies, habits, or friends.  A bad habit is the result of over investing into a bad area of life.  A great friendship is the result of a long term large investment.  In this five part series we’ll dive into some real life strategies to help you build a solid and healthy portfolio in life, love, and in eternity. 
RATING  
Adults and Teenagers
GET READY

Purchase the video It’s All about Me from www.sermonspice.com 
MESSAGE OPENING
1. Title of part four in our series on investments is Relationship Investments.
2. In a perfect world with perfect people, perfect children, perfect husbands, perfect wives, perfect parents, perfect bosses, perfect employers, and perfect friends we would never have to make a relationship investment.
3. It is one of the most unpredictable investments you will ever make.
4. It can be one of the most rewarding, fulfilling, motivating, life-giving, and exhilarating things we ever invest into.
5. And it can be one of the most devastating, unstable, unsure, scary, unpredictable, frustrating, and horrible things of life we do.
6. Jesus had one of His closest friends betray Him and abandon their relationship.
7. 1 John 2:17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.  NIV

8. What can you take with you from this life?  Not your money, your cars, or your house.  The only thing you can take to heaven with you are your friends and loved ones if they accept Christ.
9. Matthew 16:26   What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? NIV

10. Above everything else in this world the greatest investment we can make is into people and relationships! I will give up every dime I have and every item I own for the life of a family member.

11. True bankruptcy in this life is not being in debt and without money, it is loneliness with no friends, family, or relationships.
12. One of our harshest punishments in our prison system today is solitary confinement.  Why?

13. Man was not created to be alone.
Let’s do a quick review of Part 1 on the Rules of Investing and see how it applies to people and relationships.

Rule #1:  We must invest before we can ever expect a return.
a. So many people make nominal, miniscule, investments into their relationships and expect to have miracle relationships.

b. You won’t need a miracle in your marriage, with your kids, or in friendships if you have done the simple basic investments.

c. So many people want a quick fix.

d. “When is the best time to plant a tree?”  Twenty-five years ago.

· The tree didn’t grow overnight and neither will a great relationship.

Rule #2:  The size of our investment will determine our profit margin.
Rule #3:  We will only benefit from what we invest into.
a. There are so many LONELY people in our world today!
b. Some are committing suicide because of their loneliness and pain.

c. If you never invest in people you can never expect a return.
Rule #4:  The condition of what we invest into will affect our results.
HOW DID JESUS INVEST INTO PEOPLE?
1. He put others before himself.
a. Most people are selfish, self motivated, self engaging, and self seeking.  It’s all about “me.”
b. [Example: Show the video, “It’s All about Me.”]
c. John 6:38   For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. NIV

d. He left the glory of heaven and fellowship with his Father to put on human flesh and live in our world.
e. He was born in a feed trough.
f. He sacrificed EVERYTHING yet He endured excruciating pain and death.  Was this for His benefit or ours?
g. The way to break selfishness is to start giving and investing your life into others!
2. He loved unconditionally.
a. Our world is full of conditional love.

· “I’ll love you IF. . .” 

b. In our world today, so many other things fuel relationships.

c. Money, greed, power, sex, etc…  The motivation is for selfish reasons and ambitions.
d. The truest form of love is giving not receiving.
e. Casual sex may satisfy the flesh nature but it leaves you feeling empty and unfulfilled because it was taking, not giving.

f. John 15:13-15 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  NIV

3. He saw the value of people separate from their actions.
a. [Read John 8:1-11.]  The story of the woman caught in adultery.
· They were ready to kill her because of her actions.

· Jesus stopped them because He still saw value in her life.

b. One of the mistakes we tend to make is to judge people according to their actions, not according to their value as a human life.

c. Look at who Jesus picked for his disciples.  Not scholars of the day, but ordinary fishermen.
d. The best recruits are not the spiritual churchy people.
e. Jesus made people feel significant and valuable!

· That’s why it is so important to learn people’s names here at church when you meet them.  

· When you learn and use their name, it expresses value.

4. His compassion led him to action.  
a. Jesus’ team was tired and going to get some rest.

b. Mark 6:34  When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. NIV

c. Compassion will push you beyond your personal comfort zone.

d. Definition of compassion:  sympathetic pity and concern for the sufferings or misfortunes of others. 
e. It also refers to the word mercy which means compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone whom it is within one’s power to punish or harm.

f. 1 John 3:16-19  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.  NIV
g. [Read the following story.]

There’s a story told about a bitter, cold evening in northern Virginia many years ago. An old man sat by a river, waiting for a ride across. His beard was glazed by winter’s frost and the wait seemed endless. His body became numb and stiff from the frigid north wind.

He heard the faint, steady rhythm of approaching hooves galloping along the frozen path. Anxiously, he watched as several horsemen rounded the bend. He let the first one pass by without an effort to get his attention. Then another passed by, and another. Finally, the last rider neared the spot where the old man sat like a snow statue. As this one drew near, the old man caught the rider’s eye and said, "Sir, would you mind giving an old man a ride to the other side? There doesn’t appear to be a passageway by foot."

Reining his horse, the rider replied, "Sure thing. Hop aboard." Seeing the old man was unable to lift his half-frozen body from the ground, the horseman dismounted and helped the old man onto the horse. The horseman took the old man not just across the river, but to his destination, which was just a few miles away.

As they neared the tiny but cozy cottage, the horseman’s curiosity caused him to inquire, "Sir, I noticed that you let several other riders pass by without making an effort to secure a ride. Then I came up and you immediately asked me for a ride. I’m curious why, on such a bitter winter night, you would wait and ask the last rider. What if I had refused and left you?"

The old man lowered himself slowly down from the horse, looked the rider straight in the eyes, and replied, "I’ve been around these here parts for some time. I reckon I know people pretty good." The old timer continued, "I looked into the eyes of the other riders and immediately saw there was no concern for my situation. It would have been useless even to ask them for a ride. But when I looked into your eyes, kindness and compassion were evident. I knew, then and there, that your gentle spirit would welcome the opportunity to give me assistance in my time of need."

Those heartwarming comments touched the horseman deeply. "I’m most grateful for what you have said," he told the old man. "May I never get too busy in my own affairs that I fail to respond to the needs of others with kindness and compassion."

With that Thomas Jefferson turned his horse around and made his way back to the White House.

CLOSE
1. People are the greatest investment you will ever make.

2. Let’s begin to allow God’s love to flow through us to reach out to our city, our work place, schools, the hurting, the broken, and the weary.
3. Make the commitment every day to ask the Lord to use you to touch someone’s life with His love.

4. Make some extra time this week to invest in your family members.

5. [Close in prayer.]
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