FREFRDIT A I —
fraRt a1 gfrar &1 ugHl

EIMEE OF THE SILVER WORLD

vansn oMIg

' * *

=
=
=
tr
o
9|
—
L
3
<
>
=
trd
=
O
o)
-
=)

E1IKO USUDA




EHRADITMz—
ARl @1 girar a1 gsAh

EMEE OF THE SiLVER WORLD







REHFDITA3—
ARl @1 gfoar 1 gl

EIMEE OF THE SILVER WORLD

FAFRF
Ugdl IYal

EIKO UsSuDA

L

Pigeon Books India



Eimee of the Silver World

This Indian Edition 2015
Copyright © Eiko Usuda

All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form
or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying
or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.

Published by
Pigeon Books India
www.pigeonbooks.in
pigeonbooks@yahoo.com
An Imprint of
gbd books
16, Ansari Road, Daryaganj,
(above Union Bank of India)
New Delhi - 110002, India.
www.goyalbookshop.com
generalbookdepot@yahoo.com
Ph.: 9810229648, 9312286851

Reviewer/Hindi Translation:
Ashok K. Chawla

Printed at
Saurabh Printers, Delhi



Wt DA ITTA I —
FLDAIT 7= 44 i
TOD/NESRFENE &
—ODRERIE LV
NATAI— BLLESTWHNLEL?
IV -obE->Tndb
HEE OO OE XA






IAPT A B TSHI |
ST AT fem o S |
a1 BT PTG |
3R! T FeT g@e aT |
] UgHl | gl e geb_T XE! 8l AT
e <@ | # T &R GHY R e & |
TS ¥ 4 AISHR Si §, Sil o, 99 W |







Her name is Eimee
That is the name that I gave her
Two small wishes and
One large, sad promise
Dear Eimee, are you laughing joyfully?
I am always laughing

At the way some people live, with a blind eye to the truth
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FOREWORD BY REVIEWER

This book renders touching experience of the author
Eiko Usuda in poetic style. Eiko meets a small girl
by chance in Kolkata, gives her a new name Eimee,
interacts with her and spends some quality time with her.
True acquaintance, kindness, compassion and meaning
of life as depicted in the proceeding five independent
poems in the book appear to be the reflection of Eiko’s
mind influenced by this experience. Having reviewed
Eiko’s earlier collection “The Rubber Trees — The Shape
of Affection, Moving Toward Clarity”, which was well
accepted by the readers, I found the content humane
and substantive. It was, thus, decided to include parallel
Hindi reproduction of the original Japanese content in
addition to English for a wider readership.

Ashok K. Chawla
India-side President
Indian Cultural Study Association
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FOREWORD

One day, something about human destiny occurred
to me. That it is largely dependent upon where we are
born, how we are raised, and how we live. The strong are
arrogant and contemptuous, and the weak live cowering
in fear. And in either case, all humans are crushed by the
heavy load that is imposed upon them. This depends on
how narrow their minds are, their way of thinking, and
their way of living.

It is not for me to say what is correct. Nor for me to
declare what is wrong.

Myself, I was very fortunate in my career. [ had the
opportunity to travel the world over, meet countless
people, and gain the support of many friends. I was
able to cultivate a broad outlook that made even large
incidents feel small. I was born and raised in Japan, and I
have also experienced the glamorous life reserved for the
extremely wealthy and royalty in the Middle East.

No matter how many people I meet and whatever
kind of life I lead, my essential beliefs never change. I
hope to be someone who can greet others, whenever, on
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whatever kind of day, with a smile—even people who are
merely passing by. [ am growing increasingly convinced
of this. My hope is to help lighten the load of the people
I meet in any country, any place, even if only just a little
bit. That is the kind of person I wish to be. Even if that
load is of the unfathomable weight called fate.

And then one day, shortly after the dawn of the new
millennium in 2000, I met a young girl in Kolkata, India.
It was as if fate had brought us together, and I proceeded
to spend all my time in Kolkata with her. Her existence
as a dear friend is still etched deep within my heart. The
kind words she spoke to me in the end takes us beyond
the bounds of friendship—they gave me the gift of the
truest kind of love.

The work Eimee of the Silver World tells a poetic story
based on the time I spent with this lovely young girl.
Along with the title poem, there are five complementary
poems. My hope for this book is not only that it spreads
the word about the existence of this angelic young girl
I met, but I also pray that it provides an opportunity
for everyone who reads it to think deeply about human
kindness and fate.
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PRELUDE

Certain encounters can change your life
Bad encounters and good encounters
Whether you can turn a good encounter into a friend
Instead of being misled by bad encounters
Depends upon your heart

Wise people said this, long ago—

To turn a good friend into a true friend
That is everything for humans in this life
Because a true friend
Will bring you to the true path
And to make a true friend
You yourself must be a true friend

My encounter with a particular girl
Is a holy water that forever nourishes my heart
In that place where people pass by
Averting their eyes
I found a true friend
Yes, in an instant I found an eternal friend
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A Lost HEART

Has this lost, ideal land
Been lost forever like this
Even though this world belongs to no one

Those who take and fight over things
When they have finally gotten it all
Are they able to calm their empty hearts
Without knowing how to love and be loved

This is why I continue to write poems
To keep alive the kindness of the heart

Hope travels along the path where there is no path
Despair looks backwards upon the created path
Despair over time
Asks what it means for people to live
Deep suffering gradually warms
In order to create a gentle event
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MOONLIGHT

Where are you going with such hurried steps
Even though I shine so much light on your feet

You don’t even notice my existence
If there is some destination you have
That makes you trample the plants at the edge of the path
The world, to you, might be in complete darkness

Look up at the sky on a beautiful moonlit night
Walk very very slowly
Listen to the cool, gentle breeze
And try to talk to me—
You just might realize
Where you really should be headed
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TIME

The hands of the clock mark the time
In a dimly lit hospital room
I am not emotionally prepared
To be alone with my young father who has fallen ill
The only the sound is the hands of the clock
Tick, tock, tick, tock—it is a cold, mechanical sound

A child who does not understand too much
Is unable to mourn the death of her father

She placed this inarticulate sadness upon the soap bubbles
Blown from atop the hill out back, all alone

“Keep smiling in the midst of despair
Do not blame others in the face of adversity
Become a kind human being
So that you can be most like yourself.”

These bubbles that danced beautifully in the wind

Floating up high
Disappeared, headed for heaven
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THE MAGIC OF SNOW

A memory from my younger days
It was dark and there was no one around
4:30 in the morning, before dawn
I snuck outside by myself
The snow had covered everything far and wide
I walked atop the untouched powdery snow
And when I lay down upon the snow that was cold, but warm
I felt surrounded by an unspeakable happiness

When I glanced up at the billows above
There was Pegasus, giant wings spread, flapping
A rainbow-colored peacock elegantly passing by

I loved to watch their divine forms

I think they are mirages born of the heart
That the shimmering silver fantastical magic of snow that
[ saw back then was
Casting light upon my path—
As if forecasting my way now, as an adult
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PArT 1
ENCOUNTER IN KOLKATA

Looking to be alone to welcome the new millennium
I chose Kolkata
I do not know myself
Why I chose Kolkata
I probably thought that I could find some peace and quiet there

The city was anything but beautiful
The smell of the Ganges, and the dust, were hard on my nose
There were no greetings, no sparkle in the eyes of passersby
This place seemed to obliterate my very existence
Which actually felt quite comfortable

It was my routine to visit orphanages
Whenever I went to India
And so [ was visiting several places
This time in Kolkata

Then one day
As I was walking down the street
I heard a knocking sound coming from somewhere
I turned and looked to the side
And in a small building I had overlooked
A young girl was tapping on the window
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[ approached the girl and asked,
“Are you calling out to me?”
And with a shy, slight smile,

She gave a small nod.

“What's your name?” I asked
But received no reply
After a while, she replied sadly,
“I don’t like my name.”
I continued to talk to her,
“My name is Eiko, I come from Japan
Why don’t you like your name?”
But still she did not reply

“Okay, then I will give you a name
My name is Eiko, so let’s use the ‘Ei’
How about Eimee?”

A delighted smile came upon the face
Of the sad-looking girl
And she started to say, joyfully,
“From today, my name is Eimee.
I'm Eimee.”

For some reason I was increasingly drawn to Eimee
And spent most of my time in Kolkata with her
Eimee was different from other girls
Instead of playing, she wanted to hear all kinds of stories
Especially stories about snow, back where I am from
Every day I told her stories about snow
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I had promised myself
That one day I would take Eimee to my home
Show her the snow, and have a good time together

As my three-week stay was coming to a close
Eimee had two small things she wished of me
One was that she wanted to leave the orphanage
and take a look at the city
The second was that she wanted to go to the hotel
where I was staying
These were her small wishes
I went right away to ask the director of the orphanage
if I could spend a day with Eimee




PART 2
ANOTHER SIDE OF EIMEE

Eimee put on the pretty white dress I brought her
She looked just like an angel in it
She must have been proud to be my companion
We walked around the city, but after a while
Because it was dangerous, we went around in a car
Even in the car
She stared at the city as if to burn the images into her eyes

When our car arrived at the hotel
Eimee was surprised, bewildered by how grand it was
But I was not worried at all
“It’s okay, Eimee
You are a beautiful lady, no one is better than you
Now let us go in”

As soon as the entrance to the hotel was opened
The man from the hotel started to talk to us
I could feel the sweaty nervousness from the
palms of Eimee’s hands
I introduced Eimee right away
“I am delighted to introduce to you
My dear angelic friend, Eimee”
And then Eimee continued with a smile,
“My name is Eimee, nice to meet you.”
I knew she was a girl with grace
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It was not long before Eimee became a big hit at the hotel
The hotel man showed her around
And she got to enjoy a special, delicious meal
But I think I should have stuck to Indian cuisine
I wanted to show off and take her to a French restaurant
But she struggled without knowing the proper way to eat
The mussel shell flew over to the table next to us
Landing on the head of a gentleman whose hair was thinning
Giving him a decoration not unlike a bow
We found ourselves laughing before we could apologize
But everyone including that gentleman was laughing by then
The people dining there were all laughing
I had never seen you laughing like that before, Eimee

After our lively meal came to an end
And on our way to the zoo across from the hotel
Eimee grabbed a leaf from a branch of a
tree growing by the street
And drew a homemade 100 rupee bill
And shyly handed it to me
I don’t know if that was supposed to be a tip
Or something to say thanks for the dress or the meal
But that handmade bill made by this lovely child

Was a genuine, elegant gift

And then on the way home after the zoo
I walked along carrying the tired Eimee on my back
She asked me, while holding me tight
“I would always look out the window of the orphanage
But the people who passed by would
look at us like we were dirty
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Eiko, why are you so nice to me?”

I replied,
“It’s only natural, as a fellow human being,
to be nice to you
The people who look at you with scorn
Are nothing more than intelligent monkeys
We are supposed to help each other out
I'm sure God didn’t intend for things to work out this way”

Eimee then mumbled sadly
“It feels so warm. I wish time could stop right now
If I could have one more wish
Will you write about me in a book?
That way I will not be forgotten
And I can travel all around the world”

Eimee, you must have known it
That your time left on earth was limited
The reason I carried you on my back
Was that I did not want you to see
The tears about to flood out of my eyes

I felt despair at my own helplessness
Eimee was plagued with an incurable illness
I walked along, feeling her warmth on my back,
Imagining how I might create more
memorable experiences with her
But this turned out to be the last pleasurable memory
between Eimee and myself
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PART 3
DEPARTING FOR THE SILVER WORLD

A few months after I returned to Japan
I heard from the director of the orphanage
That Eimee’s condition was not very good
I hurried to get myself to Kolkata

Eimee lay thin and small,
Asleep in her bed.
I took her into my arms and told her,
“I'm back, like I promised”
“I was waiting for you, I knew you would come back.
I want to put on that white dress again
And hear stories about the snow,”

She begged

Eimee, when I was six years old,
Just like you at the time that we met
The fierce wind outside banged on the window
and called to me
And afterwards the fresh snow after the storm
Was shimmering in the moonlight
Sparkling in a shiny blue color
I had never seen anything so mysterious before
And somehow I could see illusions of
wind and snow that would follow
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Suddenly the wind grew strong
I held my breath
The powdery, shimmery snow on the ground’s surface danced
up into the sky
Like a horse heading for the heavens
It created the form of Pegasus
And flew away far and high up into the great big sky

Eimee, it has come to fetch you
Do you see that shiny silver Pegasus of snow?
This is my final, sad farewell to you
That silver world of snow you dreamed about
That Pegasus I saw in my childhood
I know now that it was for you

So climb onto that horse
Forget the sorrows of having been born to this world
You can feel everything, see across everything
I won’t say goodbye
Because you have such a happy smile on your face

“Eiko, my only family
I hated the name I had been given
They gave it to me as if it was a number
But now [ have a name that Eiko gave me
I will carry them all away
All the sorrows that Eiko has carried
So that Eiko can be happy from now on
My name is Eimee
Thank you, Mommy”
And then in my arms
Eimee disappeared, like the snow
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My dear beloved angel, my dear beloved daughter
The only person I was able to confide my sorrows in
My dear, beloved, true friend
Let’s meet again somewhere else
But there’s no need for you to return
to a world such as this
After I fulfill my great promise to you
I will come to see you
And we can talk again then
About how this world truly should be

Eimee, I will tell you this
No matter how long we live
It's meaningless if we don’t see the
value of having been given life
People’s hearts are always fickle, changing like the seasons
Even if I lighten their load
After some time passes, [ am forgotten about
And yet there are people who need me
So my work is not yet finished.

When the breeze through the buildings
sounds a joyful thythm
And the faint sounds of desire crawling about the
ground can be freely recognized
And all the ugly noises of the world sound pleasant
Then I will sound my victory bell high into the air
It is the sound of kind, gentle truth
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In a sad lonely evening, when unspeakable sorrow
Creaks around the depths of memory
If you hear a tapping at the window of your heart
Be brave, and open that window
There might be a hidden, true friend
Waiting for you there

Her name is Eimee
That is the name that I gave her
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