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BORN THERE?

e have again celebrated Christmas in an atmosphere
\ of happiness. We have listened to sermons, hymns,

festive broadcasts We have read - or ourselves

written~ articles. We have all sung songs and ex-
changed wishes. "Christ is Born!" The thoughts and sep-
timents of the entire Christian world have been revol-
ving around this basic theme in their most devotional
and rich notes,

But amidst these joyful Christmas harmonies, we usu-
ally forget and lose hold of a terribly dramatic reality
which produces harsh, painful, pitiful notes. This rea~
lity centres around the basic fact, that Chri has not
yet been born in many a place upon earth. lillions of
souls have not even heard that the Saviour is come, 1l&t
alone believe in Him. A mere glance at the statistigs
which follow is enough +to help us realize this painful
reality. Two thirds of our globe's population are noh—
Christian. There are many areas upon our earth, whigh
have not yet been reached by the message that was deli-
vered by the angels at Bethlehem twenty centuries ago.
It has not been heard at all, or it has been announced,
but so feebly and timidly that it was lost as a whispér
in the middle of a gale.

Of course, historically, from an objective point of
view, our Saviour's birth has taken place. The gates of
Heaven are open. Redemption lies within our reach. We
know all this and we give glory to God for it. We know




it. But do they? . They, 1lost
in jungle and steppe,enfolded in
the mist of idolatry, have not
yet knorn it.In their countries,

in their souls, Christ has not
een born.
It is estimated that there

are about 1000 tribes,which have
not yet heard anything about
Christ. 350 of them are in Afri-
ca, 300 in South Americe (mainly
Indian), 100 live in India,75 in
the expanses of Siboria And then
in China, Indonesic, the Philip-
pines, they cstimate 170 more or
perhaps even more than that. (1)

This is the bitter truth

What is even worse, there is
o second reality that lends more
tragic colour to the first. And
this is, that most Christiansare
not bothered in the least by the
situation described in the pre-
vious page. It does not break
their hearts, it does not even
touch them. They do not care to
think about it. They simply ig-
nore it, We keep repecating "Thy
Kingdom come" as a metter of
formelity, but we never realize
that our own co-operation is
asked for thatythat in our hends
has the Lord entrusted this mis-
sion (Metth 28,19 and Hark,
16,15).

But, are we capable of Chri
tianizing the entire wald? would
somecone object -~ Who said that
this is what is expected of us,
He did not ask even Paul to con-
vert all his contemporaries. He
simply wants us to take up the
torch and spread the flame of
our Faith to other places upon
this earth "Unto the uttermost
part of the earth"(4icts 1 8).The
crux of the r r ic not to let
His commané forgotten in the
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PRINCIPAL RELIGIONS IN THE WORLD
Total world population estimeted at 2655 mn.

Christians 910,000, 000
of which: Roman Catholics 460,000,000
Protestants 250,000,000

Orthodox 200, 000, 000

Huslims 400, 000, 000
Jews 12,000,000
Buddhists 250,000, 000
Hinduists 300, 000, 000
Comfucianists 400,000, 000
(Comfucianism is not exactly a religion;
Taoists 50,000, 000
Sintoisis 50,000,000
Of Ancient Religionps 12020002000
Various without religion 163,000,000

For various reasons there are no accurate
figures. Those above, are only approximate
given in "“Elements de Doctrine lissionnaire,
Fiche 2., - Propagation de la Foi, Paris,1958.

Another such estimate
April 1957, but there

was given in "LIFE"
arc some differences.
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last chapters of the first two Gospels and
in the first chapter of the Acts,but to make

it the first chapter of our acts, the flamc
of our heart, our prayer, our desire our
struggle

He has always been asking this of us. He
repeats it in thousands of ways. But His
voice assumes a special tone these days,that
ve celebrate His birth., And as we celebrate
His coming, His reminder comes to us, some-
thing of a compleint,of an appeal, of a com—
mand; "There, they have not yet been told of
Ly coming".

AHASTASIOS YAHWOULATOS

(1) vids Dr.0.Smith® "Le passion des cdition des groupe ionaires, Ve-
vey, Suisse; 1956. page 59. In Brazil one they estimate 1.5 mu of Indians di-
vided into 100 se > tribes. Bolivi 1 mn, Peru 2.5 mn, Colombia 100,000,

2ll of them living under primitive conditions. In

mountainous areas 500,000 of

Indians are in & semi-savage conditior
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j"ﬁ\ ccording to the Holy Bible
i! and the great Fathersof the
| Church, the history of the
world and manis essentially a
"sacred story".In other words the
history of man and the world is
nothing else than a history of the
magnificence of the Powerful, of
the great works of God the Creator
and Saviour, of the ways in which
man~-loving God,in spite of the ob-
jections and reaction of His stiff-
necked creature, builds in time
through the power of His Spirit,an
eternal city,the true humanity,the
Kingdom of His love and life.

This Christian view of history
- the Holy Fathers assure us - is
not an invention of flesh and
blood, a device of man, but fruit
and outcome of divine enlighten-—
ment, a gift of - the Holy Spirit.
This view is absolutely vital for
our salvation, because without it
we cannot, either comprehend God's
will for man and the world,or know
the nature of Living and True Godj
in other words attain life ever-
lasting. We shall try, therefore,
to examine in brief the subject of
Mission, in the 1light of this
Christian view of history. We hope
that in this way we shall be able
to gain a clearer perception of
the mystery of missionary work and
fully appreciate the beauty and
magnificence of the missionary
ideal.

x x x

s it is well known, the Bible

_\ begins witk an account of a
historical event:the account of

the creation of heaven,earth andman
-made reasonable and frec- and con-
tinues with an account of the cea—
seless action of God within the
world. It describes how God chose
Abreham,promising him that he will
be father to & nation, through
which divine grace will come to
21l nations; hov constantly in-

tervened in the 1life of this na-
tion; saving it from its enemies
and guiding it to the fulfillment
of its destiny. But,simultaneously
with thie story of divine philan-
thropy the Bible relates another
story =-that of human disobedience
and rebellion, It narrates how man
deceived, in his freedom, by the
Devil =-that father of every lie
and exror- refused to conform with
the will of his Creator and live
according to his reasonable nature;
and how, just because of this his
life turned into a storyof egoism,
injustice; greed, hate, murder,
jealousy, destruction and death.

The Holy Scriptures,therefore,
relate two stories or, rather, two
opposite movements within one and
the same story:the story of .rebel-
lion and iniquity of man led astray
and the story of God's patience
and mercy. The bloody story of in-
Jjustice and antagonism, of wars
and persecutions and of all kinds
of conquests,; i.e. history as we
all know it, and the mystical his-
tory of divine love,patience and
forgiveness: The story of the gra-
duai fulfillment of +the will of
God and the salvation of man,which
is made known to the souls of the
Jjust and humble, by the Spirit of
God.

A ‘typical example of these
two opposite histories -or opvosi-
te movements, within the same his-
tory~ isto be found in these pages
of the 0ld Testament which relate
the clash between the Prophets of
God and the strong of the world.
That is, between those to whom the
Spirit had revealed God's will for
man and the world, charging them
with bringing back to the straight
path the others, and those who ob-
stinately stuck to their craftiness
and the desires of their hearts,
irying to kill and exterminate the
apostles of God.

[ o °
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this struggle between
divine love and human folly,
|___/ there cen be no other winner
except God. And the Bible tells us

v ut  in

of the wonderful and entirely
baffling for the human intellect
plan of salvation: " the mystery

which had been kept in silence for
eternal ages" as St Paul puts it,
which was revealcd and put into
practice by God omniscientand omni~
potent.It describes to us how God,
after sending to the world propists,
fathers and other greatmenin order
to teach and prepare His people,fi-
nally sent His Only Begotten Son,
through ¥hom He had created every-
thing, so that He might reform and
renew everything. And how the Word
of God through His secedless conce-
ption by the Immaculate Virgin as-
sumed human form and, uniting it
with His human nature; treated it
and renewed it with His precious
Blood, redeemed it from the tyran—
ny of death and corruption through
His crucifixion and resurrection,
and by His ascansion introduced it
once and for all into the Kingdom
of the PFather, into the bosom of
the Holy Trinity.

This event is central and de-
cisive in worlcé history. Through
this, God triumphed and realized
fully and permanently His philan-
thropic plan, which He had in mind
from the beginning of the ages,
when He created heaven and earth .
For, in Christ, not only universal
order which had been disturbed by
Adam's transgression was re-estab-
lished; not only ths consequences
of human rebellion were put right;
but, what is more important, our
heavenly PFather's will was reali-
zed fully and ‘crmancntly. lan. the
king of the universe; the summary
of all creation, the mind and con-
science of e thing created,w
introduced as son into the ho
his Creator and began to partici:
pate by grace in the life and love
of the Persons of the Holy Tr i

With this cvent, history at-
tains its “en i its des-
tiny, ceases to have any
existence

<+ ndeed, with this victory of
| God in Christ began the last day
the great day,for the sakeof

which God laid the foundations of
heaven and earth. The world, at
least as we conceive it, lost its
meaning. Ordinarily, it ought to
have passed and history ought to
have stopped its course. But the
world has not passed. It still
goes on because, as the Scripture
ané the Fathers explain, God in
His forbearance wishes that all
the elect, all those predestined

from the beginning, Dparticipate
in the finel triumph, glory and
perfection of His incarnate Son.

God, therefove, postpones the
end of the ages and allows the
continuation of history so that
all those, whose names are inscri-
bed in the Book of Life, may be
united in the Body of His risen
ané glorious Christ. And it is
here that the magnificence and
sacredness of Mission lies. For,

the time interval between the As-
cension of Christ and His second
and glorious coming, in other

words the time in which we live,
is a time for Ilission. It is a
credit of time granted by God so
that the "good news",. the joyful
tidings of God's victory and man's
salvation may be heard all over
the earth and the clect may cnter
into the divine kingdom,the Church.

'iGod's redemptory work in
Christ", writes a  distinguished
Orthodox theologian "potentially,

was completed when our King and
Lord, having slept in flesh as
mortal man, rose from the dead on
the third day: but in actual fact
it still goes on and it will be
going on until it contains all
time and all history.During this
time interval, the victoriousand
risen Christ chooses men who were
formerly weak and sinful and sends
them "to all the world“to announce
His triumph, invite all men to His
messianic banquet and incorporate
them, through His sacraments,in His
glorious Body, His Church.

e @ @



s the Father hath sent me, so
I send you™

£\ TIssentially the woik and life
of a missionary is an extension,in
time and svace, of the woik which
Christ, the great Apostle of God,
the Angel of His great will,did in
the tiwe of Pontius Pilatc, For,
Jjust as. Christ was sent by God to
the world in order to seek out and
save the lost sheon, so the missi-

2

onary is sent by Christ to theé va-’

rious places -sometimes the. most
improbable ones— in order to seek and
save all those that the love of God
wants to save., Just as the Son of
the FPather “thought it.not robbery
to be equal with God,but mede Him-
self of no reputation and took upon
Him the form of a servant® in order
to introduce,us into God's commu-
nion, so a -missionary sacrifices
everything and identifies his life
mentality and fortunes with those
of entirely alien people, in ordsr
to introduce them into the commu-
nion of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Ghost. inally, just as
the Word of God *dwelt among us",
pitched His tent among us; so the
missionary strives to pitch among
the various people upon earth the
Tent of the Word, the Church of
God,the Ari of the Spirit, so that
no onc may be lost involuntarily
in the.deluge of sin and death.

-0 —0- -0

|_ here is still one more sense,
i in which a missionary conti-
nues the wission of the Son

of God.

The Son of God is the iord of
he Father,@ho expresses etcrnally
dis nind and His will,
Iis incarnation revea-—
Father to the vorld. But
does not & missionary too, reveal
to his fellow men the nature of
living and truc God? Does he not
reveal to hie bretaren the infini-
te  goodness and mercy of our hea-
venly Father? docs he not teach
them His saving and philanthropic
will? e

the

The Son of God is also the
Viord of God,Who executes and fully
practices His will. TFor, the Vord
of (God is not as the word of man
who usually says one thing and does
another or,who is not azlways able
to put into practice what hc wills
and what he says. The word of God
is" esimultansously word and act, .
will and practice “He spake and
they were bornghe ordsred and they
were built. In Christ, thercfors,
"God spcaks to us in the Son". He
speaks and acts, He pronounce:s the
word of renovation and renews eve-
rything, Fe orders and a new world
is croated instantly. But, is  not
the missionary he,through whom the
divinc word is heard; who, through
the sacraments and baptism (this
bath of rebirth)gives second birth .
to the descondants of old Adam and
unites them with the new creation,
the human nature of Christ, His*
Church?  Througk +the ~ Chrism he
transforms formerly mortal men in-
to pricsts, kings and prophets of
the Lord. Through the Tucharist he
gathers all nations around glorious
Christ,; ever present truly and ef-
foctively in the Church and offers
them, through Hic hands to the
Fathor.

o o o

¢ must not however concludo,
\ | without considering one more

2 aspcet of missionary work. '

A missionary ic certainly one
who takce advantage of Gods crodit
of tim2 in order to bring the
"good news of salvation® to all
nations, thus introducing thew into
ths house of the I'ather. But,he is
alco "the one who has loved  the
appcarance & oui Lard Jesus Christh
that is, the one who works foxr the
soonegt possible woturn o the Lord
“in glory and powor.

The Lord haz told us that,be-
forc He returns,His gospsl must be
proclaimed “untoall creation® and
the Holy Fathers c¢xplain, that His
return is being dolayed for so long,
just bocause this commandment of



His has not yet been put into pra-
ctice.This delay may prove to work
salvation for many souls, since it
offers +them a chance of knowing
Christ,or repenting for their sinsg
but it is very dangerous for some
others, who,tired of this waiting,
lose their hope and raturn to the
slavery of ILgypt from which the
grace of God had delivered them.

"Christ had said that He would
return" observed a distinguished
author quite recently "but His re-
turn has delayed hopelessly. Be-
cause of this, Christians - tired
of waiting - Dbegan to turn to new
leaders and to seek strength and
comfort in other messias".

. It is not only fear,therefore,
lest an elect might remain outside
the Kingdom, that drives a missio-
nary to abandon his country and
relations and reach unto theutter-
most of the earth. He is also mo-
ved by a "care" for the weak bre-
thren whose faith; hope, and love
are in dangor of freezing or of
disappearing altogether, just be-
cause the day of the Lord's glo-
rious coming is being delayed.

statesmen,great inventors and
scientists; the creators of
our industrial power and economic
strength are the only benefactors

\//e usually think that generels,
A

and saviours of humanity. But,
after the coming of Christ, real
heroes of humen history are the

missionaries alone; who, out of
fear lest anyone might be excluded
from the divine Kingdoms out of
care for their weak brothers whose
faith is in danger of being frozen
because of waiting for so long;and
above all, out of love for the ap-

pearance of the Lord, sacrifice
everything and obsy the angel's
message to the women: "Run and

prcach to the world that Christ is
risen'.

They are the true saviours
and benefactors of humanity, after
Christ. For, it is through them
that the eternal city, true huma-
nity,the communion of divine Love;
ig being built during this time of

Mission - this time¢ interval that
God's forbearance has allowed to
intervene between.  the victory of

His Christ and the nightless day
of His Kingdom«

D. G. COUTROUBIS
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Lord, give us

@
Lord, we pray tc You for
! beings throughout
one of them.

@

Go¢. the Father,“

children.

Your grace

Great God, harken to the prayers of Your Church, fulfill
in our days Your eternal plans
form one nation of brothers,

@

@

the

the world, who must learn that, just
1960 years ago, You were born, lived,end died for every

@

guide us and strengthen us that we.may
look upon all people as brothers, for,

united before Your Altar.

that we may be Your apostles
and serve as many of our fellow men as possible.

and, out of all people,

@

@

lion ané a half of buman

(]

we. all are Your

A m e n
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"\ ixty seven Japanese priests and lay delegates

rugadai, Kanda, Tokyo, under the leadership of His

from

forty parishes attended the Annual Council of the Ja~-
|, panese Orthodox Church from July 12-15, 1959, at the
" Holy Resurrection Cathedral (Nikolai-Do), No 1-3,Su-

Grace

Ireney, Archbichop of Tokyo and Japan

Delegates travelled from as far north as the city of
Kushiro on the northern island of Hokkaido, near theKurile
islands overlooking Siberia; and from as far south as the
city of Kagashima on the island of Kyushu.

Constructive plans for the propagation of Orthodoxy

in the Far

Some

cluded the

1. JAPANESE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

On the Sunday of SS. Peter and
Paul, 12 July, the third graduation

of the Japanese Theological Seminary |

took place. Four young men, one a
graduate of Tokyo University and an-
other a graduate of Sendai Universi-
ty, received their diplomas. One of
the outstanding graduates is being
sent to St. Vledimir's Orthodox The-
ological Seminary in New York city
for further study.Father Peter Saya-
ma, a recent: graduate of St. Vladi-
mir's Seminary and Columbia Univae-
sity is due in Japon shortly and will
be given an assignment on the staff
of the local Seminary faculty. Kiril
Arihera who also studied at St. Vla-
dimir's and Columbia returned to Ja-
par in 1958. He has been officially
assigned to the office of the Con-
sistory, works as catechist attached
to the Cathedral, and is Assistant
Editor of the official Church publi-
cation.

Archbishop Ireney reopened
the Seminary in 1954:; it had been
closed since 1919. Thue far, the Se-
minary has graduvated 2 total of se-
venteen (17) men. Four have been or
dained into the Holy Priesthood and

are szrving parishes, two are taking '

graduate theological work in New
York City, and eleven are attached
to parishes as choir directors, ca-
techists,and Sunday School teachers.
At the present time, there are a to-
tal of nineteen students at th: Se-

L,

Tast were made during three days of sessions.

of the highlights of the Annual Conference
following.

in-

minary. Students qualify on a compe-

titive basis from each parish and
their complete tuition, room and
board are provided fres of charge

for the three-year course.

—0= 0= =0—

- . The monthly re-
2, PUBLICATIONS ligious public-
ation, "Orthodox Messenger" has been
increased from six to twelve pages.
It consists of pertinent news of the
Archdiocese, a monthly message from
the Archbishop, sermons, and a plan-
ned course of adult religious in-
struction.Present monthly subscribers
total 1,450.

DJuring the past year 2000 ser-
vice books have heen printed for the
use of priests, They contain all the
necessary Divine Services.

The Tokyo Cathedral Youth Or-
ganisation published its first bi~
monthly journal in May. It is an at-
tempt to co-ordinate the activities
of the youth in all parishes and e-
ventually organise & national youth
organisation.

The Bastern Orthodox kissiona~
ry Society of Japan (consisting of
Americans serving in the armed for-
ces) is now in the process of print-
ing in modern colloquial Japanese an
eighty (80) page book on a short hi-
story of the Orthodox Church, symbo-
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lism, and complete explanation with
illustrations of the Divine Liturgy
Service.

x x *

3. NZW CHURCH: :CONSTRUCTION.

During 1958, three new Churches
were completed; Wakuya, a Church at
a cost of 1,300,000 yen(l); Bato, a
new church and rectory at a cost of
1,400,000 yens and Sendai, a church
at a cost of 10,000,000 yen. For the
fiscal year of 1960, new churches are
already in the process of con-
struction in Shizuoka and Yamada,whi-
le construction will start shortly

on a new church in Osaka,
o o [

4. CHURCH CONSTSTORY L0e Comsis-
tory is the
main administrative body of the Ja-
panese Orthodox Church and consists
of an equal number of priests and
laity under the chairmanship of the
Archbishop. The Annual Council in-

creased the membership of the Consi-
story to sixteen (16) members.  The
Very Rev. Wikita Kondo was elected
president of the Consistory.

5. PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH

The Committee on the propaga-
tion of the Faith reported 317 con-
versions. The majority of these were
teenagers but included were three
University Professors.

A unified Religious Education
Program was adopted for all parishes.
The plan is based on the Orthodox
Catholic Christian Education lessons
of the Metropolitan Council Sunday
Committee in the United States A
tremendous  task is involved because
the material must be translated from
Inglish into the modern colloguial
Japanese. Present available material
coneiste of old textbooks utilizing
the ancient Japanese language which
is extremely difficult for the young
people to understand.

@ e e

6. CELEBRATION -OF CHRISTMAS BY THE
GREGORIAN — CALZWDAR.
A great deal of dlscu551ontook

place concerning the celebration of
Christmas according to the Gregorian
Calendar The Annual Council request-
ed the Church Consistory to immedia—
tely beseech permission from the Bi-
shops' Sobor of the jussian Orthodox
Church of - North America to permit
the celebration of Christmas accord-
ing to the Gregorian Calendar,Decem—
ber 25th. The customs, traditions,and
life of the Japanese necessitate 2
change in the celebration of Christ-
mas from the Julian Calendar to the
Gregorian Calendar.

The Hational Japanese New Year
celebration begins on January 1 and
lasts for a full week. In every vil-
lage, town,and city social celebra-
tions take place on a large scale.The
majority of business concerns close
down and onlya skeleton crew remains
on duty.

During the week of the Japane-
Year, Japanese Orthodox Chri-
find it almost impossiblc to
to the rule of fasting and

proper spiritual preparation for the

Feast of +the Nativity according to

the Julian Cdendar

In 1930 letropolitan Sergius
then the ruling Bishop of the Church
in Japan, received permission from
the Moscow Patriarchate to celebrate
Christmas according to the Gregorian
Calendar, This was the practice for
all Japanese parishes., The few Rus-
sian communities were vermitted to
celebrate by the Julian Calendar.
This was the policy of the Church
until the end of World War II.

The Orthodox Church
dates back to 1861l. when a Russian
priest,Father Nicholas Kostakin, la-
ter Archbishop Nicholas, brought the
teachings of Orthodoxy to Japan. He
built the famous Cathedral of the
Holy Resurrection on oneof the high-
est points in Tokyo. This outstand-
ing Byezantine structure which can
hold two thousand (2,000) communi-
cants, is fondly called Nicolai-Do,

se New
stians
adhere

in Japan

“the Temple of Wicholas, in memory of

the first great Orthodox Missioner

Father
Chaplain,

Captain USA ; 7
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ago, someone

Printed on special informetion leafleis,reproduced on 1
posters, painted orn huge canvas tableaus for our meeting:
raiced in imploration between an oriental

depicted two hands

pagoda and an African palm frees "Come over

us" (Acts 18,16).

wo more than

people had seen as

Orthodox missionary movement, taken Jjust about a year
had painted a picture for ue, which just

‘T n our first faltering steps towards the creation of an
0
1

conveyed our message and gave the tone to our effort.

;er

and help

months later, what some few young

a distant vision, just outlined in the

weak glow of an oil-lamp,;stood all alive and real before the

whole Greek nation.

A man came from the very heart of the

scorched African continent,with a soul burning with the spi-

rit of God, to make

repeating "come over.

an appeal in live speech. He was simply
.and help us", pouring some oil on the

flame of missionary zeal that was being born in many souls
in spite of the frost of hesitation and the wind of scepticism.

m"" Father Spartas
e S oo gtbayed (in: Gre=
cce for forty five days. (20th Oct.
-4th Dec.). During this time
through his activity and with the
care of the Gen.Secretariats of
SYNDESHOS and of the Ixecutive Com-—
mittee for Orthodox Iiissions, he
came into contact with a great
number of people. He travelled to
Thessaloniki {25 Oct -~ 6 Kov.), tc
liount Athos (29th Oct. )and to Spa-
rta (25 -28 Oct.).He discussed his
problems in official ecclesiasti~
cal and government circles, but he
also talked them with simple lab-
ourers. He met His Beatitude the
Archbishop of Athens (2?1 Oct. and
11 Kov.), he appeared before the
Holy Synod of the Church of Greece
(12 fov.),and met various other ii
tropolitans .He was received in au-
dience br thuir ‘ajesties the Xln(’

and Queen Grezce (15 Nov. ant
2 Dec), and by the Vice-President
f the erial Cour He vi-
sited the uinistries of Foreign

fairs (12 sov ) and Tducation ( 2
Oct.) as well as the President of
the Greek Red Cross (2 Dec ). The
Theological Schools of the Univer-

cities of Athens and Thessaloniki
gave him official receptions.

He was invited to formal din-
ners by the student hostels of
hpostoliki Diakonia on Hov, 23rd
(100 students), and of St., Paul
on Nov.12th (250 students),as well
as by private families. Accompani-
ed by groups oi students, he visi-
ted the various Byzantine monuments
of Athens. On many occasions he
celebrated the Liturgy.He spoke to
various audiences: Christian Stu-
dents Union of Thessaloniki (300,
audlence)y Christian Union of Wor~-
king Youth (8 lov.-500 audience)-
Church High School for Social
Workers (11 Hov,):; Theological
students of the Univ of Athens
(19 NWov.- 400 audience); Christian
Students Group(2l Nov--80 audience);
Student Christian Union of Athens
(22 mov -800). Christian Unions of
Professional jiey of Education-
al Workers(28 ¥ov.-500): Christian
Hovement of Piraeus (29 Wov -300)¢
Police Officers School(l Dec-200);

©

Lverywhere, he was accepted
with enthusiasm, tut he also
smitted enthu%iasm from his
ing heart
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to, be with him,
wud‘qessc.,,Lollu\'in his ways, ¢
cu‘ssinrgv in ja friendly utnosyhcrrv
and  getting to kn closely hio
nality.This was trul y a ble—
of God to us.

S::al“ R

zht  of God" me:
not wstudied
ocls. A1l his
'a.c'_Lons are the outf lov.
porsonal empiricism acquired
gtudy of the Holy ble
“Lhu midst of hig toils for the
ngelisation of his people, The
iz constantly on his tongue
ost natural and graceful

manner,

"Do you vremember what God told
Hoses when, In front of the Rod
Sea, e was worrying as to what
K become of the peoplc? God re—
plicd: Why do you cry out to ie?
Tou arc holding a staff in your
hanasy st the sea with it so
Thet o way w be cut and the peo-
ple may pasms through it. Well, you
too hold tho staff of true faithg
strike the sce of igno
that the African Peoplc may pass
to - salvation, before they arc
waghed away in the flood of cevil."

"We got vory little money
G hege working youths are sd
so what. Thoso wre
valuzble. What did our
when that  widow jut -ur
two pennies in the collceti

You are cven more awarc of this
"Yaught of God" whem you listen to
him rclating his long scarch thot
finelly led him to Ortl 3 For
seven years, he struggled alo; i
order %o discover truth.
1 i for a wholc
the jungle.Ho built himsc
chepel  ond  thoere, isolute

the Blblb, fastoed,prayed,
Will of God.(I)
ilose personsl T
the Lord, flows
ru,h and un.m:\y}:‘ble faith, which

1 with him,
ino{h u’xtiblo
ht-

'3 ¥
he find
Church

‘5]1(,1"&;, P& did
not or ay
metic suidenco T SNyoNc.

as la 1 1232 that he max to
fJetite d of contact
Meletios, then Patricrch
During all this tl—
me local tion  increasecd,
wos  accused of preaching o "black

God"., Hc wented to stert o school
but re waus no money. The first
lomson wms given in o school which

under . tree's shadc
x4 just two pupils. ahd
teacher ~Fr. b
his lowt shillings alrm.
the boys which carri
J.ng'“ %o a hut nearby. In f
all difficulties this ardent

tlo went on.Who bolicves in moncy
dooes not believe in God™ he said
after yoars to en Athenion who ro-
marked 2t  Roman Caotholics i
Protestan have anple means wherc
do not.

[SE

Thenks to this faith, hoe is no
longor =2lone. 20,000 souls follow
hime The small, Lhumble brook th
sprang up vetween 1928 and 1930 in
Centrel Africs: has now become o
ni{;h‘cy river, which is still grow—
ing «nd quonching  tho thirst of
the dry cvantr,;."Ho that believeth
on me, as the scripturc hath said,

£k shall flow rivers
d the Lord.

sanother characteristic
[ — + -
Spartes, oot ontircly

(I) From hig sddross t¢ the st
orkers, (I Nov, )

of the Churc




pendent of the previous one,is his
multi-aspect dynamism.Active,tire—
less, ready to exploit to the full
the opportunities that come along,
he can cut a highway where all the
others see nothing else than blind
alleys and thorny bush. Hig way of
talking has an enthusiastic fer—
vency and persuasiveness. You feel
that this comes out of a throbbing
heart mnot a cold mind that has
thought or learned something. It
touches the soul in a burning way,
just as the scorching sun touches

T

of the Orthodox Church in Uganda
his successes in  the social life
of his country are very telling in
comnection with this dynamism of
his. He was one of the leaders in
his country's eoffort to atiain
certain autonomies. A% present he
is personal Counselor to His Maje-
sty the Kabake (King) of Buganda
and His representative in  the
Assembly.(3)

4. Pinally, we were very much im—
pressed by his clear conccption of
the general problems of our times

the african earth.At
the same time there
is a wonderful fresh-

and of the Christ-
ians! duty to adapt

A b UGANL A their action, "St.

ness about his beha-—
viour. hccessible,
joyful, wsinple, he
felt at easc with
the highest official
and the simplest man
alike, being loved
spontaneously by all.
His readiness is
also characteristic.
While he was here,
three children lost
their lives in a fi-
re which burned thar
ramshackle cottage,
in suburb of Athens,
caused by their pa~
rents negligence."Do
you think +that the
children were ros—
ponsible for the fi-
re ?" he concluded

Paul”,he said,"tra-—
velled for whole
months in order to
come to Greece. I
came from the very
heart of Africa
within  II hours.
Our world moves at
an astonishing speal.
It is the duty of
the Gospel's prea-—
chers to follow this
rythm. We must not
fall behind".-"Com-—
munists," he said
during his first
visit to i.i. King
Paul, "arec ready to
land on the moon,
Christians mus?t fol-
low upon their heels,
As soon as men reach

after mentioning the accident, "of
course not! The parents are the
guilty omes. If you too fail to
exercise some providence for us
and somec calamity befalls us, then
you will be to blame not us. For,
you are our parents., "If I had not
come and spoken unto them, about
our problems,they had not had sin:
but now they have mno cloak for
their sin"., That is what I shall
say to God if He asks me whatl have
I done".(2)

Apart from the cstablishment

the moon, the message of the Gos—
pel must reach it as well.

sponsg | 0fficial and  unof-
L o T ificial circles in
our country took a keen interest
iz the Orthocdox Church of Uganda.

| THE RE

I. &hlmost all newspapers wrote on
the subject;some of them repeated—
ly. The religious press devoted
whole pages to the rebirth of mis-—
sionary zeal.

2, Christians were called by the
Holy Synod to contribute on Christ—

(2) From a talk given to the Christian Union of Professional ifen

(3) Vid. "Hellenic Horizons™ iug.I959.



day to a special collection
for the Church in Uganda. One of
the Sundays of the year will be
set aside for this purpose. The
organisation of aid from the Chuwh
of Greece to missionary Churches
was entrusted to a committec con-—
sigting of the Metropolitans of
Thessalonike,Demetrias and Sparta.

3. Several scholarships were se—
cured for youths from Uganda. Four
were established by Her Hajesty
wucen Frederike, another one for
nurses' higher studies by the Gredk
Red Cross and eight more came from
the University’of Thessalonike,the
Mayor of the same city, thc Gover—
ning Synod of Mount Athos and a
private person.

mas

Ao Substantial sums were contri-
buted for the cause of building an
Orthodox Cathedral in Kampala. The
Theological School of the Univer—
sity of Athens took wupon itself
the duty of advancing this cause.

5 The response was moving in-
deed during certain mectings to
which Fr. Spartas made appeals for
immediate help., On the evening of
20th October, 1959, after his talk
to the Christian Union of Profes-
sional Men, 22.500 drachmas equi-
valent to %750 were collected. An—
other 6,500 drchs., woere collected
after an address to the Christian
Union of Working Youth, who earan

their living in a very difficult
way indeed. It must bc noted that
these talks and addresses were

usually followed by private visits
and offers of money,sacred vesscls,

vestments, holy icons and all
sorts of other objects needed for
the Missionary Stations of the

Church in Uganda.

6. Lven more significant,however,
was the spirit in which these con—
tributions were made. Out of many
we quote just two characteristic
examples, which we have versonally
witnessed.

On the day after Father Spar—
tas! address to the Christien Uni-
on of Professional llen we received
an anonymous letter containing one

-I2-

gold "sovereign" and the following

note: "I had bcoon given this gold
coin for a success I have had in
my life. I should have 1liked to

have bought a book with it. But
something always held me Back. I
think it has found its true purpo-
se in being offered for the aims
of Father Spartas. I accompany it
with the wish with which it had
been given o me." -—a member of
the Christian Union of Prof, Men.

snother evening, upon return—
ing from a visit to +the ancient
monastery of Faisariani, we were
approached just outside the hotel
by a poorly dressed young man. "We
have got something for Fr.Spartas"
he said, pointing to an invalid' s
wheelchair., Ve drew ncar. On the
wheelchair a young man paralysed
in the lower part of his body held
in his hands a wonderful icon. He
was a well known icon painter."Fa-
ther, he said, this for you! for
your Church." His face was beam—
ing. Fr. Spartas,touched, bent and
kissed him, ~"My people love beau—
tiful things. This will teach many

of them." - "Father, come homc, I
have three more to give you" he
answered with radiant face. "You

know, whispered his attendant, all
afternoon wec have been trying to
find Pr. Spartas. We started from
Hymettus, we went to the Univorsi-
ty, we came herc; we went to the
Archbishop's Palace. We have been
out four hours with this wheel-
chair."

Te lMost encouraging of all, tens
of young people, after this visit,
offered to help more with work in
this rield of Missions.

o

[} o

tle flame of mis—
hich just a
ago leapt into
caris of some menand
ere of praycr
ng fast. PFr.

o the
in e
silence.

and

Spartas' visit was an enlivening
breeze which blew it up so that
the barriers of hesitation and
fear be burnt dow




Few months ago when we started
this effort, being faced with dif-
fused scepticism we had said: "We
do not see things in an air of ro-
manticism. We start with enough of
realism. Only that our realism is
based upon Jesus Christ.is Christ—
ians we believe in miracles."

Hardly a year has elapscd from
thet time and God has already
allowed those who belong to the
school of St.Thomas to touch a mi-

- I3~

racle with their own fingers. This
is the miracle of the Orthodox
Church of Ugenda.For nineteon cen—
turies they had been waiting for
us to go to them and we did not.
So God Himself did and .revealed
His truth to thom. Now, He has vi-
sited us by sending His man to re-
mind us of our grave duty which
had lain forgotten for centuries.

ANASTASIOS YANHOULATOS

Ao

n common with all other Orthodox, throughout the world, the
I Orthodox of the diaspora in Western Lurope were deeply moved

when they read in the "Messager Orthodoxe" (of the Action Chre—
tienne des Ltudiants Russes, Paris) an article, which referred

7O THE L IHURCH LIGAanDA

to the spontaneous birth of an authentic Orthodox Church in the
heart of Africa. That article was accompanied by an appeal to the
readers to come to the aid of the Church of Uganda. This did  not

fail to meet with response, but it drew forth touching expressions
of unity. Generally speaking, donations came from people who are
not rich in any way. Over 60,000 Fr. were collected. A sculptor of-
fered a wonderful sculptured Crucifix; an icon painter painted es-
pecially for Uganda an icon of the Annunciation. The most touching
response, however, came from geographically remote readers. A Rus-
sian Orthodox from Canada offered an entire iconostasis for thethe
Church of Uganda, while a parish undertook the cxpenses of trans-
porting it. A Germen lady, convert to Orthodoxy, was not satisfied
to make a single personal present. She asked her friends not to
give her any presents, for two consecutive years, except in the
form of money presents to the Church of Uganda. These manifestati-
ons of charity, notwithstanding the relatively difficult living
conditions of the Orthodox of the diaspora, prove in a most stri-
king manner that the unity of the Orthodox Church is a living rea-
lity.

N. STRUVE ( Paris ).




A QUARTERLY PUBLI- -~ Prices 7 cents. Annual subscription
rate, including postage: § 0.50.0pn

CATION OF THE GEN. subscription for those who wish to
SECRETARIAT OF THE support the effort.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - Any material appearing in this pub-

i lication may be freely reproduced .
-
FOR ORTHODOX MIS- We would be grateful, however, if
SIONS. two copies of the reproducing pub-
lication were forwarded to us.

~ THE EXBCUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR ORTHODOX MIS-
SIONS was elected during the 4th General
Assembly of the International Organisation
of Orthodox Youth "SYNDESMOS"in Sep.1958
with the object of preparing the ground
for the creation of a Pan-Orthodox Missi-
onary Movement.

- THE GEN.SECRDTARIAT of the above Committee
based on Athens, conducts the whole work,
which at present includes the following :
a) Study of the problems of a contemporary
Orthodox kission. b) Mobilisation of all
interested. c¢) Aid to the young <Churches
of Uganda and Korea. d) Preparationaf the
first team of missionaries,

~ "PORCUTHENTESY,as an organ of this effort
which belongs to all Orthodox, would be
very glad to print articles on missions.

— Thoughts, suggestions or criticisms on the
whole effort are invlluable to us. Please
write to: Mr. Anastasios Yannoulatos s
Gen.Secretary of the Executive .Committee
for Orthodox Missions, Akademias 45,
Athens (1).

....the harwest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;
/,ray ye; herefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send
fforth la%ourer \3rto his harvest." (Matth. 9, 37-38).
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