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A  Sa n n y a s i 's  M a t e r i a l  A t t a c h m e n t s

Religious people can be just as much attached to 
this world as materialists. W hile the materialist is at
tached grossly, an im mature religious person may be 
attached even to his own saintliness. Srlla Prabhu- 
pada has written that a sannyasl is sometim es attach
ed to the tem ples and the few possessions of a 
sannyasl.

There is also the danger of becom ing "holier than 
thou." Prabhupada writes, "The difficulty here is that 
when a living entity is situated in the mode of good
ness, he becom es conditioned to feel that he is ad
vanced in knowledge and is better than others. In this 
way he becom es conditioned" (purport Bhagavad-  
glta  14.6).

A devotee can also become attached to his follow
ers, his good reputation, and thereby develop a sub
tle sense gratification from  his duties, rather than 
doing them for the pleasure of Krsna. And so it is said 
that even on the royal road one can still have an 
accident.

How to give up these attachments? Lord Caitanya 
has advised us to think of ourselves as lower than the 
blade of grass. H um ility is enhanced by preaching. 
The rude responses of the nondevotees is a test for 
us, whether we are serving Krsna to be honored and 
respected or to serve Krsna even if we get scorned 
for it.
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It is even possible to become too much attached to 
lamenting about our inabilities. Prabhupada once said 
that we should not be too anxious thinking that we 
are not qualified to practice Krsna consciousness. We 
may be suffering from abominable habits due to our 
past life, and we cannot get rid of them immediately. 
But Krsna declares, "H e is still a saintly person." So 
we should not overdo our self-lacerating attitude. 
G reater than our faults, and m ore w orthy of our 
attention, is the mercy of Krsna.

Lam entation can becom e a subtle form  of self- 
centeredness. We are always thinking, "Isn't it amaz
ing how fallen I am? Just see this latest indication of 
my duplicity! I am really uncanny in my ability to 
resist the mercy of Krsna. Listen to my expressions of 
hum ility!" Let us hear instead expressions about the 
glories of Krsna and the humility of recognized devo
tees like Haridasa Thakura, Sanatana Gosvam I and 
Rupa GosvamI. Not our two-cents humility.

To consider these things is scary. But when we 
criticize the faults of a religious person, it is not with 
the aim to condemn life in the temple or the sannyasa 
order. Rather, it is a call for us to renounce these 
attachm ents. We shouldn't think we are saintly just 
because we wear saffron cloth and bathe three times 
a day, or because we know som e verses of Sastra  
(whereas the nondevotees don’t even know what the 
w o rd "iastra"  means). If we persist in subtle attach
ments and feelings of superiority, we may lose our 
perspective. The fact is that we were very recently
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nondevotees, but the glory of the Holy Nam e and 
the glory of the spiritual master has transformed us.
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M e m o r y  in  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  k r s n a  # l

Preface to a series

In Living With the Scriptures, I presented a verse 
and purport from Vedic $astra, and followed it with 
an essay which began with my personal memories of 
how that verse was important in my own life. The es
say then broadened into pararnpara reflections. There 
are further ways to m editate on the scriptures in a 
personal way.

W e m ay pick a verse from  B h a g a v a d -g ita  o r  
S n m ad -B h ag av atam  at random , since every single 
verse is absolute. As we read the verse, we invite 
memories from our own life. It may be a memory of 
when we were closer to Krsna consciousness than we 
are now, or a m em ory from  our m isguided, pre- 
Krsna conscious state. In either case, we may relive 
the m em ories for the purpose of becom ing m ore 
closely linked to Krsna. After focusing on the m em 
ory for a few moments, we discuss how to apply it to 
prayer and loving service to Krsna. After the appli
cation, we make an actual prayer.

In the following series I have attempted this four
fold process: 1) quoting scripture; 2) allow ing the 
scripture to evoke a personal memory; 3) applying 
the themes to prayer and devotional service, and 4) 
m aking a prayer-offering. I hope these pages will

2
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help the readers to think of Krsna and practice Krsna 
consciousness.

W ORKING FOR KRSN A

"Regulated activities are prescribed in the Vedas, 
and the V ed as  are directly  m anifested  from  the 
Suprem e Personality of Godhead. Consequently the 
all-pervading transcendence is eternally situated in 
acts of sacrifice." (Bhagavad-gita 3.15)

Purport:
Y ajnartha-karm a, or the necessity of work for the 

satisfaction of Krsna only, is more expressly stated in 
this verse. If we have to work for the satisfaction of 
the yajna-purnsa, V isnu , then we m ust find out the 
direction of work in Brahm an, or the transcendental 
Vedas. . . . Anything perform ed without the direction 
of the V edas  is called v ikarm a, or unauthorized or 
sinful work.

I rem em ber the w elfare office on East 5th Street. 
There were at least two floors which were wide open 
areas the w hole length and w idth of the building. 
These open floors were filled with rows of desks at 
which the casew orkers sat. There were two rows of 
caseworkers who would be assigned to a supervisor
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and his desk was separate from theirs. This was the 
place where I perform ed my "karma yoga," or work 
offered to Visnu. When I think of that place and time 
(1966, New York City while Prabhupada was begin
ning ISKCON) I am certain that I know what it means 
to "work for the satisfaction of Krsna."

Before I met Prabhupada, I had the same job but it 
was completely different. I worked at the same desk, 
wore the same white shirt made of synthetic cloth 
which I washed and rinsed out and which dried over
night on the hanger; and I had the same supervisor, 
Mr. Rice, and the same co-workers. But before, it was 
just a "g ig" to pay the rent, food, intoxicants and so 
on. After meeting Prabhupada, I was "sanctified."

The w elfare office is a fond m em ory because 
Prabhupada and Krsna gave me— even in the initial 
dose— courage to overcom e the w hole m aterial 
world. W hen I got my paycheck, rather than put 
m ost of it in the bank with the idea that I would 
spend a summer in Canada w riting a short novel, 
I walked a few blocks down to 26 Second Avenue 
and turned "m y " m oney over to Lord K r s n a 's  
representative.

Karma yoga was som ething I had to hold onto 
closely and not let go for a minute. I was able to exist 
in an alien environm ent, and rem ain free from its 
contamination because I was working for Krsna. The 
work place, the work desk, and the welfare folders 
filled with histories of welfare clients, all became para
phernalia for my yoga  meditation. And I perform ed 
the yogfl-work without much difficulty. This was poss-
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ible because nearby, on a daily basis, I could go to 
Prabhupada.

Som etim es devotees becom e doubtful w hether 
their occupation is actually service for K rsna. One 
may be a doctor or a lawyer or salesman, and he may 
have to keep a lot more than 50% for his fam ily 
needs. So he gives a small percentage to a Krsna con
scious project. But then he wonders, how is my work 
an offering to Krsna?

At the very least we should pray to Lord Visnu in 
the heart to please consecrate our work actions. Even 
if it's not always clear how the work is connected to 
devotional service, and even if we can't give as much 
money as we would like to for propagation of Krsna 
consciousness, we should pray to the Lord to please 
accept the efforts; please accept our intentions to 
purify ourselves through work.

In this way, going to daily work can be a conse
crated activity. If, despite the difficulties of work and 
despite the tem ptations, we can keep the four rules 
and chant sixteen rounds— this is a solace.

If despite our efforts, we find alm ost no trace of 
prayer in our offering of work, then we should con
sider if there is a better way to work. Because work 
should be done "for the satisfaction of Krsna only."
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My dear Lord Krsna,
My dear Srlla Prabhupada,
Please let us work for you.
Give us a clear connection,
so we know you are our employer.

Please accept our labor 
as an offering of love.
Let us not shirk in the name of religion;
let us work hard all day
and only stop for rest at night,
to work again the next day
and the next.

We do not ask release from work,
but the joy of work—
that we may offer our efforts
with confidence that you accept them,
just as you accept the pujari's aratx
or a garland of fresh flowers,
for you and Srimatl Radharam.

Please be our boss;
we want to work for Prabhupada.
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P r a y e r  f o r  P r o t e c t i o n

The Alvars of South India 
praise Krsna as "Kanna" 
in hundreds of verses 
and Tukaram too.
But the Gaudiya bhaktas
know Him best
as the lover of Radha,
the Lord who revealed
to His affectionate mother
all universes within His mouth.

I too have heard of Kanna 
from the pure devotee,
Srlla Prabhupada, 
and I have learnt to trust Him, 
rejecting the speculations 
of the nondevotee.

Now I request you,
Srlla Prabhupada, 
don't let your work go in vain; 
please protect the investment 
of bhakti in me.
Don't let me hear from 
the nondevotee or from  he 
who is mad from sex pleasure.

3
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Keep me safe 
from the dangers 
of bad association.
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COM MENTARY ON SlKSA SJA KA  

Verse #1

These "suprem ely valuable prayers" are the only 
verses left by Lord Caitanya. He assigned the writing 
of His doctrine to His disciples, especially the Gosva- 
rrus of Vrndavana, Rupa, Sanatana, and Jiva. But the 
eight verses, Siksastaka, reveal the entire mission and 
teachings of Lord Caitanya.

ceto-darpam-miirjanam bava-mahii-davagni-nirvapanam 

Sreyah-kairava-candrikii-vitammm vidya-vadhu-jivanam 

anandambudhi-vardhanam prati-padam purnamrtasvadanam  

sarvatma-snapanam param vijayate in-krsna-sahkirtam m

G lory to the in -k rsn a -sa h k n ta n a , w h ich  c lc a n s c s  

the h eart of all the d u st accu m u la ted  for y e a rs , and  

extingu ish es the fire of conditional life of rep eated  birth  

an d  d eath . This sanktrtana  m o v e m e n t is the p rim e  

b en ed iction  for h u m an ity  at la rg e  b ecau se  it sp read s  

the ra y s  of the b en ed iction  m oon . It is the life of all 

tran scen d en ta l k n o w led g e. It in creases  the o cean  of 

transcen d en tal bliss, and it enables us to fully taste the 

n ectar for w hich w e are alw ays anxious.

Lord Caitanya begins, "All glories to the chanting 
of Hare K rsna!"— param vijayate srhkrsna-sahklrtanam . 
This first verse of Siksastaka  states several reasons 
why sankirtana, (congregational chanting of the holy

4
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nam es,) should be glorified. The first reason is be
cause it cleanses the heart of all the dust that's been 
there for many years. This refers to an internal 
cleansing process. If we neglect to clean a room, soon 
dust will appear on the furniture and under the bed. 
But the dirt which the chanting of Hare Krsna cleans 
is the dirt of material desires within the heart. W hen
ever we desire something and forget the pleasure of 
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, that is a 
"dirty desire." Otherwise nothing is innately good or 
bad. But if we desire anything  other than pleasing the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, that is inauspicious.

Lord Caitanya has com posed His verse with 
many poetic metaphors. The dirt which gathers with
in is like dust on a mirror. If we look into a dusty mir
ror we cannot see our face. Similarly, we cannot see 
our original self because of the dirty covering on the 
mirror of the mind. We cannot see our spiritual self. 
And unless we take action to clean this inner mirror, 
then our whole life will be in forgetfulness of God 
and our relationship to Him. We will continue to 
think that we are this body. We will think that we are 
a man or a woman or that we are born in a particular 
country and so on. We will try to seek our happiness 
in terms of the body. But the body can not give us 
happiness, and therefore we rem ain in ignorance 
trying to be happy. But if we can discover the spiri
tual self, then we will be happy.

The real self is com parable to a piece of valuable 
gold which is covered by a lump of dirt. Unless we 
wash away the dirt we cannot enjoy the benefit of the
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original gold. So the chanting removes all the dirty 
coverings and reveals our original spiritual nature. 
That nature is full of bliss and eternity, and exists in a 
loving relationship with Lord Krsna.

Lord Caitanya also says that the chanting puts out 
a fire, maha-davagni. There is a large fire, like a forest 
fire, raging w ithin us. This is the fire of birth and 
death. W hen we die, due to the dirty things in the 
heart, we have to take another material body. This 
process of dying and being born again is very painful 
to the living entity. W e try to forget it, but actually 
we are always in anxiety, especially about our on
com ing death. And according to Vedic knowledge, 
we do not die only once, but our desires lead us to 
take bodies again and again.

In another im portant Vaisnava song, the G urv- 
astam, the same fire is mentioned. There it is states by 
V iSvanath a C akravartI, that just as a cloud pours 
water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual 
m aster delivers the material world by putting out the 
fire of material life.

W hen we chant Hare Krsna in japa  and klrtana, we 
can sometimes think of these metaphors which Lord 
Caitanya has used. It is true that our heart is being 
cleaned of dirt. And the chanting produces a very nice 
rain which is putting out the fire of birth and death. 
Thus Lord Caitanya praises the chanting not in senti
mental terms, but based on the actual work that the 
holy name performs on the conditioned soul. It cleans 
the dirt, it brings the downpour of rain— and it is a 
blessing.
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Lord Caitanya says that the chanting of Hare 
Krsna is the best blessing because it spreads the rays 
of the benediction moon. This refers to the phenom 
ena of the waxing moon. At the beginning of a fort
night the moon starts very small and grows grad
ually to a full moon. Spiritual progress is like that. 
You begin from a little bit and it grows and grows as 
long as you practice.

The waxing moon of spiritual life is not only one 
persons private concern. When the chanting is widely 
distributed then the blessings go to everyone. Just as 
the blessing of the moon is appreciated by everyone 
in the w orld, so the chanting of H are Krsna can  
spread in the same way. Therefore sometimes a great 
acarya  is compared to the moon, because he distri
butes the holy name all over the world.

Lord Caitanya further says that the chanting of 
Hare Krsna is the life of all transcendental know 
ledge. When a person is seeking spiritual information 
he consults gurus, som etim es goes on spiritual pil
grimages and performs austerities. But the essence of 
all this is to love God. Some spiritual processes con
clude with an impersonal understanding of the Abso
lute. But that is not the life of transcendental know 
ledge; that is the death of transcendental knowledge. 
Llowever, if we chant Hare K rsna, then the name of 
the Lord is present. And then there is no question of 
impersonalism.

Lord Caitanya finally says that by chanting Hare 
Krsna you get a taste for the nectar for which we are 
always anxious. He is well aw are that we are all
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looking for pleasure. Commercial advertisers are also 
aware everyone is seeking pleassure and so they play 
upon this desire, claim ing "W e have the taste," "The 
taste is here." But the tiny taste which sense gratifica
tion can give by stim ulating the tongue or belly or 
genitals or ears, is not satisfying to the real self. The 
pleasure that the soul experiences is m any times 
greater than any pleasure. It is the nectar for which 
we are always anxious.
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L e t t e r  a n d  R e p l y :
"W i l l  K r s n a  F o r c e  U s  t o  S u r r e n d e r ?"

Dear Spiritual Master,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to 

Prabhupada.
I recently saw a letter by Prabhupada that has set 

m e to thinking and I want to ask you some questions 
about it. Here it is:

Y es, y ou  can  p ra y  to K r is h n a — K rish n a  m a y  be 

p ray ed  th at I am  u n w illin g  to b eco m e K rish n a c o n 

sciou s, so you  can  force m e to b ecom e so. Y o u  p u t m e  

u n d er certain  c ircu m stan ces so th at I m ay  be forced  to 

accep t Krishna con sciou sn ess. Y ou  can  p ray  like that. It 

is K rishna's special favor an d  m ercy  th at H e som etim es  

forces the d evotee to fully su rren d er to H im . (68-11-19)

M y predicam ent is that after ten years of devo
tional service I am feeling dried up and just working 
m echanically. My tendency is to be lazy but I am 
hoping at least that Lord Caitanya will help me out. 
N ow adays no one seem s to bother me and I don't 
bother anyone m uch. But I don't know  if that's a 
good situation. It used to be that there was always 
someone around to tell you how to blow your nose. 
N ow m ost of the "heavies" have m oved out of the 
temple. I don't think I am on the level of Queen Kunti 
that I want to look forward to situations that force

5
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me to surrender or think of Krsna, but maybe that is 
what's necessary.

How can we tell if it's Krsna trying to help us or 
the material energy just getting even, or if it's som e
one's trip when we are put into difficulty? Since I am a 
little rebellious by nature, w henever I think I am 
being forced to do something I back off and so I don't 
even know if I could put my heart into asking 
Krishna or one of His representatives for a kick to get 
me going. Do you think I should ask Krishna for a 
special arrangem ent? Does it alw ays have to be a 
difficult situation before we surrender or can Krishna 
let us approach Him in some other way?

Your Servant,

A REPLY:

Dear "A  little rebellious,"
Please accept Prabhupada's blessings from me. All 

glories to Prabhupada.
The prayer that Prabhupada suggests is a chal

lenge to all of us. W e som etim es think of prayer as a 
way to ask Krishna to make it easy for us: "M y dear 
Lord, please give me everything, including pure love 
of God, but make it easy."

Krishna has m ade it easy. All we have to do is 
chant Hare Krishna and follow principles which are 
not very austere com pared to form er ages. But we 
still have to do som ething difficult. W e have to give 
up our false attachem ents. W e are attached to the 
body and to the family and to so many things. When
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that attachm ent is threatened, we feel pain. W e are 
afraid to give up our material identity.

W e want to reach pure loving service, and that 
requires surrender to Krishna by voluntary will. We 
left Krishna out of m isuse of free will, and now we 
have to come back by voluntary will. Lord K rishna 
won't put us under some kind of spiritual chloroform 
so that without our knowing it we enter into pure 
love of God. W e have to take a few steps out of maya 
and enter into the shelter of Krishna. That is the pain
ful part. Even though we are burning in a flaming 
house, we don’t want to leave. For example, when 
Lord Indra was condemned to be a pig, he soon got 
so attached to the situation that he refused to leave 
and go back to heaven. Lord Brahm a had to bring 
him to his senses by a violent means.

But we are lazy, and so we are waiting for "som e
thing to happen" before we cut our ties to this mate
rial world. Even after taking up the practices of 
Krishna consciousness, we sometimes try to keep our 
material attachments while at the same time practic
ing spiritual life. This is compared to building a fire 
and at the same time throwing water upon it.

Krishna will not force us to love Him, but He can 
force the situation to a point where, dull and stub
born as we are, we concede that our material attach
m ents are sim ply m aking us m iserable. That is the 
special mercy of Krishna which He gives only to the 
sincere devotee who shows that he wants to go back 
to Godhead but does not know how to cut off his ties. 
In effect Krishna says, "A ll right I'll cut off your ties
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for you." That was what Lord Brahma did for Indra 
when he killed the piglets.

It is a brave prayer that Prabhupada is asking us 
to make, but a sensible one. We should ask Krishna 
to please make it clear to us that our an arth as  are 
actually illusion. If Krishna does us this favor, that is 
His great mercy. The effect will be like the scene in 
the movies, when someone slaps his hysterical friend 
in the face and the person replies, "Thanks, I needed 
that."

But your worry is that you don't want somebody 
besides Krishna coming to kill your "piglets" or slap 
you in the face. But if something or someone breaks 
our unwanted attachm ents, be grateful, no m atter 
how it happens. Take it as an act of providence.

I don't w ant to ask you to do som ething that I 
don’t demand of myself as well. So speaking for both 
of us, let us not be complacent. Even if we can’t make 
the full prayer of Queen Kunti, who asked the Lord 
to send calamities again and again, at least we may be 
intelligent enough to accept calam ities when they 
come, and turn them into good account. Having sur
rendered to Krishna and the spiritual master, we are 
already under His charge. Therefore we should see 
the reverses that com e as intended for our im 
provement. Krishna has His merciful eye on us. Our 
present position as students in bhakti-yoga is so auspi
cious that the only wrong thing we can do is to give 
up that practice, or try to avoid the responsibility for 
full dedication in Krishna consciousness.
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PS. H ere is another prayer like the one P rabh u 
pada suggested, which carries the spirit of Queen 
Kunti's, although on a lesser scale: Dear Srila Prabhu
pada, dear Lord K rishna, please teach me to recog
nize w hat You want me to do and please grant me 
the strength and intelligence to carry out that will.

6

Found Poem of Srila Prabhupada 

WHERE IS THAT THINKING?

A child is sent to school,
just to teach him how to think correctly.
Otherwise, he can think at home.
And this is thinking—
when you enquire, "W hy am I unhappy?"

I want to be happy,
but nature's process is to obstruct me.
I want to live,
why by the laws of nature am I put to death? 
This is thinking: 
how to get out of it?
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I don't want something, 
but it is forced on me, 
and why is it so?
When this inquiry comes, 
that is real thinking, 
but where is that thinking?

— April 26,1973, morning walk
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U s e s  o f  a  D i a r y  i n  K r s n a  C o n s c i o u s n e s s  #1

Catching the Mind

There are many reasons for keeping a diary in 
Krsna consciousness. H ere is one: It helps you to 
catch the mind.

Arjuna says in the Bhagavad-gTta that the mind is 
cancala, flickering, and very difficult to control. Lord 
Rsabhadeva also states in the Fifth Canto of Srlm ad- 
Bhagavatam  that one should not trust the mind, just 
as one would not trust animals to voluntarily stay in a 
cage.

Often we becom e vaguely aw are of an inaus
picious change which occurs in our m ental life. It 
affects our whole being, but we are not sure what 
happened and why. Are we depressed just because 
it's a rainy day, or was it something we ate, or som e
thing that someone said to us, or was it an old m em 
ory that just surfaced? Intuition tells us, "Som ething is 
wrong. I just went off. I feel like I am in maya. W hat 
happened?" At times like this, if we take the time to 
write it out in a reflective way, it can be very helpful. 
In the process of thinking on paper, we will also let 
off some emotional steam, and that is also a gain.

Allow  me to offer an exam ple of this w ith an 
excerpt from my diary. In January, I had been work
ing on several literary projects at once, and was mak
ing good progress. But suddenly one m orning I felt

7
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discontent and was no longer interested in working. I 
had a vague suspicion of what was wrong but could 
not put my finger on it, until I went and wrote in the 
diary:

T ryin g to track w hen an d  w h y m y m ind ch an ged  

this m orning. I've been stead y and p rod u ctive  for about 

tw enty days, p roduced sixteen Srlla P rab h u p ad a lecture  

outlines, a few poem s, and sixty  p ages of a fable. W h at 

happened?

I read  so m e ath eistic  w ise -c ra ck s  in p o em s by  

D avid W ag g o n er. H e w as p ra isin g  the p o et R ich ard  

H u go and said, "H e did w ith out the jibberish of G o d ."  

T hen later he m ad e an o th er ath eistic  crack , o r w as it 

just his d isgu st again st sentim ental religion? Y ou  can 't 

be su re  w ith these subtle p oets. Then I w as thinking of 

o th er p erso n s I im agined to be n o n -b elievers in G od, 

K ow it and M ednick (old b u d d ies red isco v ered ). W h at 

will th ey think w hen th ey see m y E ntering  the Life of 

P r a y e r ? 1 look ed  at the b ook  from  th eir eyes an d  

thought they m ight see it as "jib berish ." M y talk ab out 

p rayin g  and failing to gain  revelation  of K rsn a, and the 

ab sence of K rsn a . . . . The d ev o tees know  well w h at I 

am  talking about. T hey a p p recia te  the stru g g le  to be 

K rsna co n scio u s and the h onest sta tem en ts  of failing, 

and the actual position of a d ev o tee  w ho d oesn 't try  to 

sec Krsna but acts in such a w ay  that K rsna secs him .

So am  1 say in g  that 1 w as h u rt b y  p ro x im ity  to 

faithless and b lasp h em ou s w o rd s and m in d s? Yes, and  

also m y m ind said to m e, "O kay m ayb e I shall take a 

different attitu d e tow ard  w h at you are  w riting. M aybe
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w c h ave w orked enough in this w riting retreat. M aybe  

no m ore of an yth in g."

By articulating my feelings on this occasion, I was 
able to clearly see how my mind turned away from 
its simple, happy producing mood. I was able to catch 
the mind and turn it back to where I wanted it to go. I 
considered this a significant gain and I thank the diary 
process for helping.
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The "Little Way o f Spiritual C hildhood" is already  
existing in Krsna consciousness, especially as taught by 
Lord Caitanya and Srlla Prabhupada.

I gave a talk on little sacrifices of charity as offered 
by Therese of Lisieux and how it could be applied to 
Krsna consciousness. N ow  I am reading a book 
which describes her "com plete" doctrine as "the little 
way o f spiritual childhood.'' N one of it seems contrary 
to Krsna consciousness.

In adopting or adapting it, we must consider what 
it means to us when they say Jesus Christ is the only 
way. To me it means that he is the pure devotee, the 
spiritual m aster. He com es from  the Father and 
teaches love of God. But others also com e as pure 
devotees and sons of God and do not oppose him, 
but teach bhakti in different lands to different people 
in different times with different terminology. Chris
tian theologians are coming to recognize this.

The little way of spiritual childhood is the way of 
bhakti-yoga. One exam ple St. Therese uses is of an 
elevator (or lift). Srila Prabhupada uses the exact 
same example. He gave a similar analogy, that bhakti- 
yoga  is like hitching your bicycle on to the back of a 
moving truck. You don't go on your own power but 
by the power of God.

Other "child" examples can be found: the chanting 
of Hare Krsna is like the cry of the child for the 
m other.

8
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Once Srlla Prabhupada saw a child being lifted up 
by his father to put a letter in a mailbox and he said 
Krsna consciousness is like that— without the help of 
the Father we cannot do it.

H um ility, littleness, helplessness, con fidence  in 
God's love— are all parts of pure devotional service.
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Rupa GosvamI mentions "confidence of success" as 
an important favorable factor.

As for "short cut/' "an  easy w ay," and a special 
indication of G od’s love for w eak and fallen souls 
(especially in the age of Kali), we have our own 
"hurricane of glory" or "show er of flow ers"— or to 
use Krsna conscious terms, Lord C aitanya’s shower 
of mercy, as the most m agnanim ous incarnation— by 
the simple process o f chanting the Holy Names o f Krsna.

More similarity: Therese says God's love "stoops" 
to pick up the little one who acknow ledges his no
thingness. Sim ilarly, Lord Caitanya is Patita-pavana; 
He came to help the most fallen.

If considering and adapting Therese of Lisieux's 
little way of spiritual childhood helps me to see these 
principles as already existing in Krsna co n sc io u s
ness— but as sometimes overlooked or not appreciat
ed by me because of fam iliarity, then let me accept 
the mercy.

O f course Lord Caitanya taught the way of con
jugal love for K rsn a as the m ost perfect state. Yet 
even there, helplessness, hum ility, confidence— and 
certainly abandonment in love of God— are required. 
The "little w ay" is prim ary, and m adhurya  love in 
separation is the most advanced stage.

May the primary way help us to understand the 
advanced? It would seem so, because we are not to 
jum p to the advanced stage. W hile Lord Caitanya 
personally tasted madhurya, Lie taught hari-nama.



M e m o r y  i n  t h e  S e r v ic e  o f  K r s n a  #2

Freedom in Krsna

tesam satata-yuktanam  
bhaja ta m priti-pu rvaka m 
dadami buddhi-yogam tarn 
yena mam upayanti te

"To those who are constantly devoted to serving 
Me with love, I give the understanding by which they 
can come to M e."

— Bhagavad-gita 10.10
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I used to try by different methods to give up my 
attachm ent to sinful activity. But after a few weeks 
the cravings w ould develop again, and I had no 
moral uprightness to com bat them. I was all alone 
against the forces of illusion. No one had taught me 
to call out to God. And so eventually I would weaken 
and take the ferry to M anhattan for folly. I remember 
just before I actually met Srlla Prabhupada for the 
first time, I again tried to resist sinful activities. I made 
a personal resolution not to engage in bad habits, and 
as a "prom ise" or signal of my purpose, I placed a
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record album in a prom inent place, on a border 
which was high on the wall of my apartment room. It 
was a record album with a picture of the jazz trum
peter, M iles Davis. W henever I would glance at it 
coming or going, it would signal to me the strength 
of my resolve not to indulge in nonsense. I had done 
this before, inventing tricks and m ental aids. But as 
the saying goes, "The strongest vows are straws to 
the fire in the blood." I knew my gim m ick with the 
M iles Davis album would not be able to last long, 
especially when I becam e w eak again, alone, and 
aware of the futility of life.

But this time, my promise was to triumph. It was 
not due to the picture of Miles Davis, or to his abilities 
in jazz im provisation, or due to my m ental intelli
gence. Neither was it due to whatever strength I had 
gained from my mother and father. W hat happened 
was, within a few days after that attempt to reform, I 
wandered into 26 Second Avenue and met His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Prabhupada. By his grace I 
was able to take up the practice of chanting from the 
first night, and as I heard Prabhupada's lectures and 
joined in the kirtanas, I left behind the sinful activities 
of illicit activities.

I do not wish to recall now the details of the slum 
in which I was living on Suffolk Street. Suffice it to say 
that it was so bad that the landlord was not even 
attem pting to collect the rent from  the tenants. And 
friends who visited me com plained that if I lived in 
such a dive, how could I expect them to come and see 
me? But that was the place in which I was living when
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I m et His Divine Grace who im m ediately rid me of 
the w orst dirtiness of the heart. W ithin a month of 
my first meeting, I left that place, and also left behind 
m y possessions, such as the record album placed in 
the corner of the room. It was obvious to me that I 
wouldn't need that good luck charm in order to sus
tain upliftm ent from  vice. I had found new strength, 
and it was obvious to me that it was not a strength of 
my own doing. I did not even have to exert any 
strength. I had sim ply ceased to desire those sinful 
activities. W hat I could not do on my own, Krsna and 
His pure devotee did and released me.

In the purport to Bhagavad-glta 10.10 Prabhupada 
gives the assurance that, "A  person may have a bona 
fide spiritual master, and may be attached to a spirit
ual organization, but still, if he is not intelligent 
enough to m ake progress, then Krsna from  w ithin 
gives him instructions so that he may come to Him 
without difficulty." Lord Krsna will help us once we 
know that He is the goal, and if we try to serve Him. 
This is called buddhi-yoga. Krsna is in our hearts and 
He will help us to succeed, even when we seem to fail 
in following the representative of Krsna, the spiritual 
master, and "the spiritual organization."

But when I try to remember an example of this in 
my life, I cannot recall a time that Krsna helped me
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exclusively, or apart from the guidance of the spi
ritual master. N either is the statem ent, "I give the 
understanding by which they can com e to M e," 
m eant to create a duality between the Lord and the 
spiritual master. We don't think, "Yes, now the spirit
ual master isn't so important. I always knew it was 
just me and Krsna." Rather, by my guru's grace I gain 
confidence that the Suprem e Lord is in my heart. 
W hen that happens it m eans I have successfully 
follow ed the teachings of my spiritual master. It is 
Krsna who destroys the darkness of ignorance with 
the torchlight of knowledge. And w hile considering 
that I am the recipient of His direct m ercy, I give 
thanks to His pure devotee. Thus when Lord N rsim - 
ha appeared before Prahlada, Prahlada thought of 
Narada and said, "How could I forget him ?"
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My dear Lord Krsna, 
my dear Srlla Prabhupada ,
I address you together 
as the Lords in my heart.

It was you who saved me 
from addiction to sin.
I heard your words 
from the pure devotee 
in the storefront temple, 
and when I walked away 
and returned to the slums 
you were with me 
in a new and effulgent way.

Please Lord, help all devotees 
to turn to you
by remembering the words you speak 
and remembering the instructions 
of Srlla Prabhupada

It is no gimmick, 
but your grace
that moves me through my days and nights 
protected from the lures of illusion.
I bow down and thank you 
again and again
for giving me the grace of guru
and your direct intelligence, buddhi yogam;
freedom in Krsna.
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A S IF  

dialogue #4

My dear Lord K rsna, My dear Srlla Prabhupada, 
p lease keep me close to you in all my thoughts; 
please draw me to you. To do this, I know I have to
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be much, much more aw are of my tininess and my 
need to be with you. You will not bring me close if I 
wish to rem ain a toy of M aya. I am w eak-hearted, 
afraid of austerities, attached to the body and to 
m ental comforts. . . . But I do want to go past these 
things. I want to leave the world and for that I know I 
have to give up the self in all its false, tem porary 
d esign ation s— ahan kara— and enter pure self. Pure 
self means love for You and fully engaged in Your 
service. As Bhaktivinoda Thakura prays, "O  Gopi- 
natha, You are the wisest person. Please find a way to 
bring me to You. D on't consider this servant an 
outsider." I am a devotee of Srila Prabhupada, re
cruited by him from a very fallen state and given the 
Hare Krsna m aha-m antra. Please engage m e in Your 
service. W hat should I do?

AS IF Srlla Prabhupada: The main thing now is to 
preach and encourage devotees in following the rules 
and regulations. It is all right for the grhasthas to live 
in their own places, but they should not forget the 
purpose o f human life. This should be your preaching. If 
you cannot fully understand varnairam a-dharm a  and 
how  to apply  it, and if as you say, it is controversial 
and there are personal disagreem ents to prevent the 
big communal approach for all devotees, then at least 
hear from others and support what seems positive to 
you. I know you are not a good m anager and you 
don't want to do that. There are others who can do it. 
But go to the tem ples, and if you (or anyone) can
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dem onstrate genuine attachm ent to chanting and 
hearing, you can do wonders to im prove the situa
tion. Start with yourself.

Be kind to them. So in this way, you have much to
do.

I understand your intentions for developing the 
inner life of Krsna consciousness. In one sense there is 
no inner or outer. Just like with Krsna, He is all inner, 
His form is all spiritual. So keep yourself in the fire of 
Krsna conscious life, like the iron in the fire, and your 
"inner" and "ou ter" will becom e all fiery-inner, in 
Krsna consciousness. You have my blessings in this 
endeavor. Be humble. Krsna will help you.
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PRAYER WHILE ON THE JOB

The Krsna book is rich in references to prayer and 
constant rem em berance of K rsna. Devotees in Vrn- 
davana are in the pure stage of thinking of Krsna in 
separation. But Prabhupada hints that even now a
days we may practice this. The gopls thought of Krsna 
even while doing their duties:

"The gopls  are so fortunate that they can see and 
think of Krsna tw enty-four hours a day, beginning 
from their milking the cows or husking the paddy or 
churning the butter in the morning, while engaged in 
cleaning their houses and washing their floors, they 
are always absorbed in thought of Krsna. The gopls  
give a perfect example of how one can execute Krsna 
consciousness even if he is in different types of 
material engagem ent."

Krsna consciousness, as Prabhupada taught it, is 
active sam adhi. Devotees don't sit down all day to 
think of K rsn a , but they render service to Him in 
many ways. A devotee may be speaking a lecture, 
distributing a book, w orking in the temple room , 
making money for Krsna at his business, and while 
doing all these things he thinks of Krsna. One might 
say that the act of praying or com ing into the pre
sence of K rsna, is the "m ental" side of the service. 
This mental life is certainly required. W ithout mental 
cultivation, what is the full meaning of the phrase "to 
serve Krsna favorably?" W e cannot serve Krsna irn-

11
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personally or indifferently or mechanically and still be 
in pure Krsna consciousness.

When we analyze the actual services that we ren
der to K rsna, they are all insignificant com pared to 
His glorious position. W hat counts is not the fruit or 
the flow er we offer as m uch as the devotion with 
which it is offered. For most of us, there is no ques
tion of sitting down in a yogi's cave or sitting full-time 
in the tem ple room , so we m ust learn to pray to 
Krsna in the midst of active service.

W om en in Krsna consciousness som etim es ask, 
"N ow  that I am m arried, how can I consider my 
household duties as service to Krsna? I have to take 
care of my child, but how can I do this and not be 
distracted? It seems like I am not doing any devo
tional service now ." The exam ple of the gopls should 
be encouraging for women in this predicam ent. The 
gopis were washing the floors, cleaning their houses, 
taking care of their children, but they w ere always 
thinking of Krsna because of their love. We also can 
think of Krsna while w orking, if we practice the art. 
Let us not make the lame excuse, "I have no time to 
think of Krsna, because I am so busy serving Him ."
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C o m m e n t a r y  o n  s ik s a s t a k a

Verse #2

namnam akari bahudha nija-sarva-Saktis 
tatrarpita niyamitah smarane na kalah 

etadrsi tava krpa bhagavan mamapi 
durdaivam idrSam ihajani nanuragah

O  M y L ord , Y o u r holy n am e alon e can  ren d er all 

b ened iction  to living beings, and thus y ou  h ave h u n 

d red s and m illions of n am es, like Krsna and G ovind a.

In these tran scen d en tal n am es Y ou  h ave in vested  all 

Y o u r transcen d en tal en ergies. T here are  not even  hard  

and fast rules for ch antin g these nam es. O M y L ord , ou t 

of kindness you  h av e  en abled  us to easily  ap p ro ach  

Y ou by Y ou r holy n am es, but I am  so u nfortunate that I 

h ave no attraction  for them .

Although the Siksastaka verses are Lord Caitanya's 
original compsition, He has based His statements on 
authoritative Vedic scriptures. The Vedas teach many 
kinds of spiritual practices aside from sanklrtana. But 
in this age of Kali, only the chanting is recommended. 
As stated in the Brihat Narada Purana, "Hari nama hari 
nama hari nama eva kevalam kalau nasty eva nasty eva 
nasty eva gatir anyatah."  Lord Caitanya chanted the 
H are Krsna mantra and therefore we follow Him in 
that exact process. But He here recom m ends that 
there are many other names of God. Lord Caitanya's

12
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mantra is the maha-mantra, and is also recommended 
in the Upanisads. For example, in the Kali-santaranya  
U panisad  is it stated that if one simply chants Hare 
Krsna Hare K rsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, he can 
destroy all his sins. Krsna has invested all His ener
gies in the holy nam e, and therefore He is called 
namavatara  or the incarnation of Krsna in the sound 
of His name.

W hatever we w ish to derive from  associating 
personally with Krsna, we can derive by chanting His 
holy names. If we want to be blessed by God, we will 
be blessed by His holy name. If we want to see His 
beauty, that can be derived through the sound of His 
name. And Lord Caitanya states that there are no 
hard and fast rules in chanting. Som e spiritual pro
cesses require that one follow  stringent rules and 
regulations. For example in Deity worship you have 
to be a b rah m a n a ,  you have to bathe before you 
approach the altar, you have to wear the right cloth, 
and there are many other rules. But one can perform 
chanting w herever he us, at any time. For these 
reasons Lord Caitanya says, "You are very kind and 
therefore you have m ade Y ourself so easy to 
approach."

Lord Krsna makes H im self easy to approach be
cause in Kali yuga we cannot do anything if it is 
difficult. Therefore it is foolish to take up practices of 
meditation and yoga, because to do them effectively is 
very difficult. Krsna has m ade H im self easily ap
proachable by His holy names. But after describing all 
the benefits of chanting, the mercy of Krsna to come
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in such an accessible way, and the ease of chanting, 
Lord Caitanya concludes, "But I am so unfortunate, I 
have no attraction for the holy nam e."

The reason one does not have a taste for the holy 
nam e is that he chants with offenses. There are ten 
offenses, as well as methods for avoiding them. For 
exam ple, there is an offense of blasphem ing devo
tees, and the offense of disobeying the order of the 
spiritual m aster, or m inim izing the im portance of 
chanting, or deliberately com m itting sinful activities 
and thinking you can offset it by chanting. Even if a 
person chants in an offensive way, he still makes 
progress, but it is very slow.

In the stage of im proved chanting, the offenses 
are mostly removed. This is called nama bhasa or the 
shadow of the pure holy name. One is still not yet 
chanting the pure names of Krsna. But in the stage of 
nama bhasa, the dirt is removed from the heart. If one 
goes on chanting in that way and tries to improve, 
then eventually the full moon of chanting comes, 
w hich is called prem a bhakti, chanting in love for 
Krsna.

Lord Caitanya describes H im self as being unable 
to appreciate a taste for chanting. But we read in the 
C aitanya-caritam rta  that when Lord Caitanya chant
ed he would m anifest all sym ptom s of devotional 
ecstasy. Som etim es He would cry, laugh, dance and 
speak in m adness of separation from K rsna. He ex
presses H im self as unable to taste the chanting, as if 
He were a conditioned soul, for our benefit. If we 
chant and do not taste Hare Krsna, as the nectar that
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we are seeking, we should understand it is due to our 
incapacities.

As we study the Siksastaka, and go on trying to 
chant in the mood as given by Lord Caitanya, then 
we can m ake progress. And that is the desire of Sri 
Caitanya M ahaprabhu and all the spiritual masters in 
disciplic succession. In whatever stage of life we are 
w orking, the Lord encourages us to chant, H a re  
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, H are Hare/ Hare 
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

13

Found Poems of Prabhupada

S u b m i t  t o  S o m e o n e

In England there is a proverb,
"If I have to becom e a thief,
why not plunder the governm ent treasury?"
If we have to submit to someone,
why not to the best?

Is there anyone who does not submit?
Find that anyone. Even if a man
has no one to submit to,
he brings a dog and submits to him.
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The dog is passing stool 
and the man is standing there.
He is submitting,
"Yes, pass your urine,
I'll take care of you."
If you do not submit to God, 
then you have to submit to the dog; 
you cannot avoid it.

— April 29, 1973, morning walk
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L o r d  K r s n a  a n d  S r il a  p r a b h u p a d a

ARE EVERYTHING;
I a m  N o t h i n g

My self interest will be achieved by surrendering 
to the w ill of Lord K r s n a .  If I can lose my self- 
centered attention and simply be open to the flood of 
bliss which is Krsna H im self, contem plation of His 
qualities and Name, as well as active service to these 
qualities and to the Lord, then I will be satisfied and 
delivered from  anxieties. But in ignorance and by 
long habit I hesitate to give up my will, thinking it is 
too hard, too austere, or that annihilation of my false 
self will not make me happy.

It's illusion to be com placent about my present 
spiritual position. Yes, I'm fortunate to have received 
the link to the Lord from Srila Prabhupada, but I am 
still ungrateful and unfortunate for not being trans
form ed into a fixed up, brave devotee. I shouldn't 
com pare m yself to others and think I'm better. I am 
not.

Krsna is great.
Prabhupada is great.
M y only fortunate is to associate w ith them. 

W ithout them I am nothing, all bad qualities.
These facts have to be lived, and I must strive by 

free will to serve Them  and help others receive the 
mercy we all need.

14
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USES OF A D IA RY: #2 

Surviving the Changes

As the diary may be used to catch the mind when 
it goes wayward, similarly the diary may be used to 
rem ind us of good acis and intentions so that they 
don't slip away from us. By this I don’t mean that we 
should nag ourselves and complain that we don’t do 
good acts that we used to do. Rather, as we keep an 
ongoing record of inner life, we learn that som e 
changes are inevitable, and not all changes are bad.

W hen I found m yself losing intensity on practices 
of prayer, I tried to encourage m yself to return to 
former states, while at the same time acknowledging 
the inevitable changes. Here are some excerpts:

"I turned to prayer just now, but I am out of 
practice. I have no conviction. I seemed to think that I 
have told so many 'secrets' of my intentions and 
methods in prayer, and so used up whatever I sin
cerely realized, drained myself and that is why I can’t 
pray now. But that is superficial. I am sure you can 
recover it. You will have to tolerate, however, going 
through very dry, rote prayers. Just do it anyway. 
'My dear Lord Krsna and dear Srlla Prabhupada,' one 
thinks, 'I am making this up, there is no connection at 
the other end.' One thinks, 'I am too busy, too dried 
out, can’t concentrate.' This is the stuff you have to 
overcome. Now please do it.
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" . . .  Getting a haircut, hearing Amala Bhakta nar
rate C aitan y a-car itam rta , I utter a short, 'Please let 
me hear this/ Turn to Him , turn to the Lord in the 
heart; it's not exactly the speech you make but the 
affectionate, prayerful turning, loving, desiring to be 
with your Protector. You (and all living entities) are 
already sheltered at His feet, but what you want is to 
personally turn to Him in loving service. W hat more 
is there to say of this?

" ...C o m e  on. Get down and do dandavat prayers. 
Are you a hypocrite or was your book a shallow  
thing?— 'Yeah, I was doin' that for a few weeks and 
gave it up/

" . . .  Exhausted of those inner practices? Yet I still 
want to do them. I have to return to old ground and 
break new ground in prayer.

" . . .  This kind of com m union seems to change all 
the tim e, so m aybe now  it's just a different exper
ience, maybe Krsna is testing whether I really want to 
go on talking to Him. I say, 'Yes', I want to continue 
it, yes I w ant to be Your devotee, I want to be tiny 
and pray. It's okay that now I am broke, spiritually 
poor, anonym ous, just w alking on the street today 
w ith the h a r i-n a m a  and feelin g  nothing special. 
Krsna's will is being done, and He loves me whether I 
feel it or not. I'm going to find new inner, private, 
secret space; even if I have used up a former space, I'll 
pray and read and chant and w rite and everything 
will be all right."
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M e m o r y  in  t h e  S e r v ic e  o f  K r s n a  #3

Search For Faith

yajante sattvika devan 
yaksa-raksamsi rajasah 
pretan bhuta-ganam i canye 
yajante tamasa janah

"M en in the mode of goodness worship the demi
gods; those in the mode of passion worship the dem
ons; and those in the mode of ignorance worship 
ghosts and spirits."

— Bhagavad-gita  17.4

16

W hen I was very young, my faith in my mother 
and father was so total that almost nothing else exist
ed. A ccording to Lord K rsn a 's  description in the 
seventeenth chapter, m ine w as a faith in m ixed 
modes of nature. I can remember the cracking of that 
faith— as well as my trust in the truth and solidity of 
the Am erican middle class way— when I first heard 
from the intellectuals, the college professors of my 
freshman year.
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Soon after that I decided there was no God and 
stopped going to Sunday Mass (although my mother 
thought I was still going). I dared to ponder that 
maybe Jesus was an ordinary man, or even a myth. I 
was m ore interested in the im age of m yself as one 
who could ponder over centuries of thought, a skep
tical, modern day thinker.

At different tim es, different fai ths . . . .  W hat was 
that dark faith that allowed us to throw all caution to 
the winds and take LSD again and again? Did it come 
from the same stuff which made up my faith in my 
father (so that w hen he said "Jo in  the N avy," I 
docilely did so and signed my nam e)? How did I 
become faithful to different idols such as the rock n' 
roll disc jockey, Alan Freed, and the radio humorist 
Jean Shepherd? W hat was my faith in jazz that it 
became like a religious ritual to listen to my favorite 
artists? And if someone couldn't understand my faith 
or derided my idols, why was I hurt? It was a faith in 
mixed modes of nature. . .  .

I believed in God and I believed in the Brooklyn 
Dodgers (the new spapers used to call Dodger fans 
"the flock" and "the faithful"). After my faith in home 
and family were shattered by the intellectuals, then I 
thought I had no faith at all. But soon I attached my
self to literary heroes, w ith faith in the dem igods 
(James Joyce, Franz Kafka), the demons (Jean Genet, 
Celine, Allen G insberg), and the ghosts and spirits 
(marijuana and "sexual services also are considered to 
be in the mode of darkness").
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Different faiths over the years. Finally I thought, 
"There is no ultimate truth. W hoever speaks best will 
dom inate for a while, that's all." And one time, after 
writing a long, sincere letter to a friend, I sealed the 
envelope and w rote on the back, "And behind my 
soul, Blanksville."

I looked into Taoism  and Buddhism (via Mentor 
paperbacks) for a religion of no faith— because I 
needed som e religion. I couldn't place my faith in the 
scientists, w ho w eren 't any better men than my 
father, or Father Hicks, the parish priest, or the politi
cians, m en whom  I could no longer look up to or 
trust.

It is hard for nondevotees to accept that K rsn a 
consciousness is not just another type of faith. In a 
sense it is a type of faith, but it is transcendental. As 
Prabhupada writes, "These different kinds of worship 
are not actually God w orship. God worship is for 
persons who are transcendentally situated in pure 
goodness. In the Srim ad-Bhagavatam  (4.3.23) it is said 
sattvam  viSuddham vasudeva-Sabditam: 'When a man is 
situated in pure goodness, he worships Vasudeva.'" I 
believe this. This is trust in something sublime. If you 
have to have faith, and that seems to be a fact, why 
not have faith in the all-good, all-pure Supreme Per
sonality of G odhead? Transfer your shaky, mixed
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faith to the pure devotee of the Lord, and to the work 
of devotional service. At least this much I can state 
w ith conviction: after changing faiths, and seeing 
them cracked one after another, the faith I have been 
granted in Srlla Prabhupada and Krsna consciousness 
has grown and strengthened over the years. (I may 
lack faith in my own abilities to follow, but that is a 
different thing.)

Faith also means to love; to love God's creation, to 
love the valley and the hills, and to love the m es
sages of Godhead from the spiritual world. To invest 
your energy, to w orship, to serve. It is not a blind 
faith. It is not sentim ental. It is som ething that you 
have to work for everyday. You are thankful that 
your life has been made meaningful by faith in Krsna 
consciousness. And you are ready to give your life 
for it.

There will always be faith, and now we know the 
truth— that above all relative faiths is the faith of a 
person in pure goodness, who w orships God, and 
prays to be His servant.
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"/ don’t believe anymore. 
Do you?
Bertrand Russell says 
there is no God 
and I believe him."

Yes, I believe 
in the Vedic Sastra 
and the pure devotee.
Have you heard 
Srim ad-B hagavatam ?
You don’t have to believe it 
but bring your logic, 
and compare.
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A  V YASA-PU JA D A Y , 1 9 8 8

Srila Prabhupada,
they are gathering
to praise one of your little sons.
They are treating him as a guru.
He's ready to deflect the praise; 
he knows that it is due to you 
and that he should serve these devotees 
on your behalf.

But it is hard
to avoid the superficial conclusion, 
that he is someone special 
as they come forward with gifts 
and as they cook for him.
He will intercept their offerings
and place them on your altar,
and you will offer them to Jagannatha.

He will waver.
He is afraid.
But he must.
On your behalf.

— 12/5/88

17
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A S  IF  

Dialogue #5

My dear Lord Krsna, and dear Srlla Prabhupada,
Please accept my hum ble obeisances. Although 

the nature of these written entries is to pray and hear 
from you, I don't want you to think that I expect so 
many direct answers. It is a method, my Lords, to try 
and awaken your will within me. Because that is the 
most im portant thing— to do your will, not mine.

To bargain or compromise with your direct will is 
not good.

Please Lord, now that I am in a new place (U.S.A.) 
and away from solitude, let me not lose the treasure 
of repeated prayer to you.

If I am to contribute m ostly by exam ple, pure 
intention and inner virtue, then please Lord, keep me 
regular in my reading and chanting. I must also enter 
the regular world of ISKCON and devotees' struggles 
against the material forces.

P lease bless me with graces to carry out these 
intentions— and not to be proud of any good results.

AS IF Srlla Prabhupada: Your propaganda sounds 
nice. Depend on K rsn a . Live with devotees and 
preach and read and chant, yes. If you pray sincerely 
Krsna will help, just as He helped the little bird who 
tried to em pty the ocean with her beak. You are 
weak and helpless— everyone is. So we should turn 
to Krsna for constant help.

18



ISTA-GOSTHI 5 3

PRAYING FOR THE NECTAR OF THE H O LY  NAM E

I recently read in C a ita n y a -ca r ita m rta , Adi-Tila 
chapter 8, about the glories of the Panca-tattva m an
tra. There is also a discussion about offenses in chant
ing the Hare Krsna mantra. Two verses state that un
less a person manifests symptoms of ecstasy, such as 
tears in the eyes when he chants Hare Krsna, it must 
be concluded that he is chanting with offenses. If he 
goes on chanting infested with offenses, he will not 
get the result of the chanting, which is prema bhakti.

On the one hand, I was glad to see these verses. 
Because I wanted to see the truth. I was glad to see 
the subject m atter discussed so clearly and irrevo
cably. I was glad to hear the positive assertion that 
you should feel ecstasy and cry tears when you chant 
H are K rsn a. I am always glad to see such strong 
assertions about the pow er of the H oly N am e and 
how it's really the ultimate and easiest practice in this 
age. But on the other hand, the evidence of these 
verses is not encouraging, because if you go on 
chanting poorly you won't get the result.

By hearing these verses we should change our 
ways. In his purport, Prabhupada lists the ten of
fenses to chanting with a brief commentary. His con
clusion is quite sim ple: If you carefully avoid the 
offenses, then you will make success in love of God
head by your chanting. If I want m ore inform ation 
than this, I can turn to Bhaktivinoda Thakura's H ari- 
nama Cintam ani where the ten offenses are analyzed

19
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minutely. The remedy to offensive chanting in Hari- 
nam a C in tam an i is not m uch different than what 
Prabhupada says— you have to associate with devo
tees who are chanting without offense, you have to 
be sorry for your offenses, and you have to humbly 
worship the Holy Name.

Prabhupada also states that unless you stop your 
offensive chanting you w on't understand that the 
name is the same as Krsna. And in the context of the 
eighth chapter of the Adi-llla, we are advised to chant 
the Panca-tattva mantra before chanting Hare Krsna.

I have heard all this before but it's hard. Just by 
reading it, I don't have my offenses removed. There
fore, if praying means to turn to God when you are 
in "the im possible" situation, then praying for im 
proved chanting is a very good idea. The other bona 
fide remedy is to chant constantly.

My dear Lord Krsna, don't let me be lured away 
from the chanting of Hare K rsna. I know by now I 
can't trick You or make believe that I am making lots 
of progress or think that I am follow ing an esoteric 
cult of my own. I can't fool anyone. Chanting has to 
be done humbly, in the "dark night of faith." But let 
me find friends who will help me with this. And I 
place this prayer, "Alone I have no strength to chant 
the Holy Name of the Lord. Please give me a particle 
of Your mercy that I may chant the Holy Nam e and 
taste the liquid essence of the H oly Name. Please 
allow  me to gain a hum ble heart so that I may 
propagate the Holy N am e and taste the nectar of 
hari-natna."
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P r e p a r in g  t o  T e a c h  a  C o u r s e  in

"PRABHUPADA APPRECIATION"

"If we love someone, we focus on him endlessly, 
we have eyes only for him, all our thoughts are about 
him, our entire being is turned toward him , all our 
thoughts, words and actions refer to him, to his good, 
to his desires; that is love."

— Charles de Foucauld.

20

I have prayed an invocation 
to Prabhupada and Krsna, 
for permission to make 24 lectures 
of appreciation for His Divine Grace.

It is not my tour de force
but an invitation for loving discussion
with the assembled devotees
at Krsna-Balarama Mandir.
Now ten months in advance 
I must begin 
arranging for the feast.
W e have planned a month's study 
in a house in Puerto Rico 
just for this.
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W hen I actually teach the course 
I will be an instructor 
but now for myself 
I must seek out the roots 
of my connection to you— 
water them with devotion, 
and rem ove offensive creepers.

Let my prayers be 
seeking ways to glorify you 
in solid lectures 
and classroom discussion.
My daily reading
will support the thesis
that Prabhupada is jagad-guru.
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PRAYER BEFORE GIVING
S r i m a d -B h a g a v a t a m  C l a s s

One should pray, "I don't want to cheat."
Since I know nothing of realized knowledge, how 

can I presume to give it to others? But I have to give 
the class. Therefore, my dear Lord K rsna, and dear 
Srlla Prabhupada I beg you to appear in my words. 
Of course your words are there in the purports, and I 
just have to repeat them. But if I repeat them without 
caring and without any realization, will the audience 
be willing to hear? Will I be albe to move them, to 
wake them, to impress their wills to take up the sub
lime teachings and practices of bhakti-yoga?  Only if 
You consent to speak through me.

Todays verse is specifically about vijnana, realized 
knowledge. Prabhupada and the Sastras say that it is 
rare to find one who is k rsn a  ta t tv a -v it ,  or v e t t i  
tattvata, one who has realized know ledge of Krsna. 
But we can receive that know ledge and realized 
wisdom directly from the Lord H im self or from His 
pure devotee when they write or speak.

Theoretical knowledge is not sufficient. By devo
tion to the Suprem e Lord and spiritual m aster, the 
Lord grants a sincere devotee vijnana, from  within 
the heart. Conviction, actual transcendental experi
ence, actual practice of rules and regs, tapasya, devo
tion, detachment from sense gratification, symptoms 
of bhava such as pridelessness, not wasting time, ex

21
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pecting the Lord's m ercy, attachm ent to chanting, 
desire to live in a holy place, forebearance— these are 
symptoms of realized knowledge.

If I care, if I have compassion, and desire to serve 
the devotees, that will help qualify me. Then out of a 
deep sincerity, even a beginner devotee, can serve 
the prasadam  of the Lord —  The prasadam  is Your 
w o r d s . . . .  W e look at them  together and try to 
understand. Let me not presum e that I am actually a 
m aster or teacher of B h a g a v a ta m .  I am trying to 
know it myself.

22

FOUND POEM S OF SRlLA PRABHUPADA  
Jagannatha Purl, 1-26-77

Kite Flying

My Guru Maharaja used to give this example:
A boy is flying a kite
and he comes to the edge of the roof.
He is going to fall down, 
and somebody says, "H ey! 
what are you doing this for?"
"W hy are you checking m e?"
"You’ll fall down."
"N ever mind. That is my business.
W hy are you checking me?
My kite is flying in the sky."
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What gentleman will not save him 
when he is falling down next moment? 
But if you introduce this, 
they will accuse you, like madmen. 
And still you have t o . . . .
That is preaching.
You cannot expect very smooth life.
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A s p i r a t i o n  t o  G i v e  U p  P l a n s  
f o r  G r e a t , E x c e l l i n g  W o r k s

I used to think I was someone special and would 
accomplish something rare, excelling beyond all oth
ers. "There is something actually great about m e," I 
would think. This kind of thinking magnified when I 
became A Big Guru.

Now I'm leveled. But still I have repute. I survived 
the guru reform partly by taking part in it.

"I can still realize my potential," I think, "and 
those hopes and intuitions that I am meant to excel. 
Since my field is the holy life, I can hope to become a 
saint." So I think as I look in the mirror while shav
ing. "But how will it occur? Will Krsna reveal to me 
how it will happen that I shall fulfill a destiny of 
excelling?"

Into these vain m usings cam e a grain of good 
sense. I thought, "M aybe just the opposite. Maybe 
my chosen destiny is to becom e ordinary, very 
small."

This is best and this is my hope— to give up the 
striving for repute as a saint— I've done that more than 
enough in this lifetime, received praise and honor as some
one special.

I want to give up such striving, which I sometimes 
attempt by writing and publishing, or by acting as if I 
am "a saintly humble guru." Instead, let me gradual
ly, annihilate self and let K rsn a 's  glories be fully

23
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known through me. By that I don't mean that / will 
be the cause of His mission being widely spread. That 
does not seem likely. I take too much credit for my
self, and also I'm very w eak-hearted  and ease- 
loving— not austere— so I lack courage for great 
works.

It's not clear yet. But that "grain  of sense" or 
intuition occurred. . . .  As I checked my vain egoistic 
musing, "I am great, so how will my greatness mani
fest itself— in what literary project or new exploit?"

And I thought of a deliberate plan for giving up 
such hopes, taking instead a position by which I can 
actually please the Lord as low er than a blade of 
grass.

The Lord is placing this aspiration in my heart.
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USES OF A DIA RY  #3 

Accepting joy, being your own friend

Sometim es we turn to the diary with savage self- 
criticisms. The diary becomes a kind of whipping boy. 
People have even been known to slam their diaries to 
the floor or burn them as if to exorcise the demons 
within. The ability to criticize your own actions is 
healthy, but it's also healthy to be aware of sim ple 
joys of life, and to be a friend to your self. The act of 
writing for yourself can also function in this way, to 
make note of Krsna's kindness in your own life, and 
to stand by yourself as a reassuring friend, despite 
your disqualifications. Here are some samples from 
my diary which may serve as helpful suggestions for 
your own:

"W riting retreat in Puerto Rico: So busy, happy 
here these brief days writing and preparing for the 
Srlla Prabhupada course. Got a second table in the 
room — I hope to w rite poem s there. D elightful 
breakfasts, yoghurt, honey, papaya, fresh grapefruit, 
pineapple, Baladeva's cooking at lunch. M adhu quiet, 
humble, studying the Gita. My prayers are tepid, but 
anyway. . . I thank the Lord for material comforts. . . .

". . . Stuck sometimes. Like now on the P rabh u 
pada course. O kay, pray, not for m agic, but for 
strength and tolerance to get through what you must 
while developing love and faith in K rsna. Don't be

24
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lazy in a stuck time. Keep trying something. Like now 
I think I'll read Prabhupada Nectar. And I came here to 
the diary also, to admit this.

". . . I see the picture of R ad ha-K rsna. I want to 
truly w orship Them, but as yet I only "see" Their 
forms with an abstract reverence. At least I have that 
reverence, and I am prepared to argue why and how 
the Absolute Truth does appear as Radha and Krsna.

". . . Thank You, Lord, for the nectar of this period 
and delights. (I have to admit I find it delightful to eat 
prasadam .) Now please stamp me into the shape that 
pleases You. I am writing on my exam for life.
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C a l l i n g  O u t  t o  K r s n a  
W i t h o u t  C o m p l a i n i n g

"Som e people com plain that when they pray to 
God they do not feel His presence. W e should know 
that this is due to our incapacities, not God's. We can 
touch Krsna im m ediately by sound vibration; there
fore we should give more stress to the sound vibra
tion of Krsna and the spiritual master— then we will 
feel happy and won't feel separation."

— EKC, 57-58

I promise not to complain so much, my Lord, but 
still I ask You to put up with my calling out to You. 
My Godbrother says it is especially good to ask for 
Your m ercy so that we can chant the Holy Nam e 
properly. I think this is right but I find it very difficult 
to ask You, "Please have mercy! Please let me chant 
nicely." I don’t know why I am so stubborn as to not 
call out to You. I find it easier to thank You for the 
chanting. I thank You for at least a little bit of pure 
chanting that comes down to me despite my offenses. 
I thank You for the great boon of chanting which has 
saved my life. But I know my chanting is poor and 
therefore I need Your help and I need to call out. 
Please therefore don’t take my calling out as com 
plaining. But my dear Lord K rsn a, and dear Srlla  
Prabhupada, please help me to be convinced and to 
do it, to call, "Please help me to chant!"
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A lone I find I h ave no stren gth  to ch an t the H oly  

N am e of Lord  H ari. I b eg Y o u , th erefo re , p lease  be 

m erciful and w ith a p article  of faith, give m e the g reat 

treasu re  of the H oly N am e of K rsn a . K rsna is Y o u rs. 

Y ou  are able to give H im  to m e, for such  is Y o u r p ow er.

1 am  indeed w retch ed  and sim ply ru n  after you  cryin g  

"K rsn a! K rsna!"

— B haktivinoda T hakura

My Lord, if I just cry, "K rsna! K rsn a!" You will 
know what I mean. I mean, "Please, Lord Krsna, help 
me to chant." Everything is expressed in the one 
word Krsna, my imploring to You. O Holy Name, O 
deliverer of the Holy N am e, O benedictor to the 
sincere devotee, please give me faith in the H oly 
Name.
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M e m o r y  in  t h e  S e r v ic e  o f  K r s n a  #4

Right and Wrong

aharas tv api sarvasya 
tri-vidho bhavati priyah 

yajnas tapas tatha danam  
tesam bhedam imam Srnu

"Even food of which all partake is of three kinds, 
according to the three modes of material nature. The 
same is true of sacrifices, austerities and charity. Lis
ten and I shall tell you of the distinctions of these."

—Bhagavad-gita 17.7*

From the purport
Those who can understand analytically what kind 

of perform ances are in w hat m odes of m aterial 
nature are actually wise; those who consider all kinds 
of sacrifices of food or charity to be the same cannot, 
discriminate, and they are foolish. . . . There are mis
sionary workers who advocate that one can do what
ever he likes and attain perfection. But these foolish 
guides are not acting according to the direction of the 
scripture. They are m anufacturing ways and m is
leading the people in general.

26

* new translation
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I sometim es had inklings of distinguishing right 
from  wrong. Som etim es I would get an intense feel
ing that I shouldn't be in a certain place with certain 
persons, and so I would flee. But I could never be 
sure what that feeling was, except as an instinct so 
strong that I had to obey it. M aybe it was just self- 
preservation. One tim e w hile sm oking w ith som e 
friends, I got the im pression that bombs were explod
ing behind their cynical words, and I had to run for 
m y life. But they cam e after me and said, "W hat's 
w rong?"

One time I joined anti-war protestors on the steps 
of the Liberal Arts building at Brooklyn College. 
Sirens rang for an air-raid drill and everyone obeyed 
the orders, except a group of us. The dean cam e out 
and said he would take down our names and it would 
have a serious effect on our careers. I w asn't sure 
what was right or wrong.

I once asked my father was it wrong to eat meat 
since we had to kill the animals? It seemed  wrong. He 
replied, over our juicy steaks, "If the hum ans didn't 
kill the animals, they would ruin the world by over
population." Was he right?

One night com ing hom e from  a tour of taverns 
with my friends, we set fire to an abandoned barn. I 
knew that was wrong.
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It depended on who you followed and on circum 
stances. It was wrong to cheat on an exam  mainly 
because you m ight get caught. W as it all right to 
enjoy sex outside of m arriage since "everyone" did 
it? Was it wrong that Am erica dropped the A-bomb 
on Japan? At first I thought it was right, because 
according to the TV series Victory at Sea, if the U.S. 
had not dropped the bombs, there would have been 
far more deaths when Am erica attempted to invade 
Japan. But a few years later when I associated with a 
different group, I realized bom bing Hiroshim a was 
wrong.

My friends also said it was wrong to enforce capi
tal punishment, but it was all right to kill and eat ani
mals. W hen I grew  up, hom osexuality was wrong, 
but nowadays it's not as wrong. Using obscene words 
was wrong at home but right when you were out 
with the boys. Wrong notes were right in jazz. W hat
ever was right for the political rightists, was probably 
wrong— and so on and so on.

As Pontius Pilate said, "W hat is truth?"

Left on their own, many well-intentioned persons 
cannot figure out that it is wrong to eat meat and to 
indulge in sex pleasure outside of procreation. They 
can't figure out God's plan. They think they have a 
better plan, more liberal than K rsn a 's. They don't 
know right from wrong.
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But in Krsna consciousness we have perfect codes 
and guides. This is not religious sentim ent or specu
lation, but a phenomenal science. You can see it for 
yourself. If you act in the mode of ignorance, you get 
the result of m adness; if you act in the m ode of 
passion you get distress, and if you act in the mode of 
goodness you becom e purified. It w orks even in 
terms of hygiene and mental health. It also works in 
spiritual life, since the results of bhakti yoga  can be 
directly perceived.

Considering just a few of the many expert analy
ses of material and spiritual life, we come to appreci
ate with awe, the wisdom  of Vedic knowledge. For 
exam ple, m en can be divided into categories of 
karmis, jnanis, yogis and bhaktas. How much wisdom is 
packed into that analysis! And there are three modes 
of nature, goodness, passion and ignorance, which 
interact in many mixtures. All hum an behavior can be 
detected according to these gunas. W e can learn from 
B hagavad-g ita  how austerity should be perform ed, 
how  we should pursue happiness, how  we should 
w ork, how we should be determ ined and how we 
should eat.

W hoever is without this Vedic direction is grop
ing. Despite best intentions, one may comm it serious 
mistakes, such as the mistake of thinking that animals 
have no soul and so there is no reaction to killing 
them. Or one many think that after he's read enough 
books, he can becom e a teacher and "advocate that 
one can do whatever he likes and attain perfection."
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As a result of such teaching, a self-appointed guru  
paves his way to the worlds of darkness.

My dear Lord Krsna,
My dear Srlla Prabhupada, 
sometimes it's too hard 
to know what I should do 
to serve you.
But at least I know 
basic right from wrong.

There is no excuse now,
I know what's right, 
because I know your will 
and I accept it 
as my way.

You may punish me for wrongs, 
as your erring servant, 
but whatever you do,
I remain your devotee.
Please give me courage 
to teach your way 
to those "w ho do not know 
what is to be done 
and what is not to be done."
Please free me from the wrong 
of complacence,
as if simply being "right" were enough.
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P r a y e r  t o  C h a n t  W e l l

On this Ekadasi I pray for the 
quality
of submissive aural reception
to the vibration of the Holy Name,
made by the tongue
of this body
which is useless and
detrimental to me, so long as
I use it mistakenly
for sense gratification—
and most foolishly when I mistake this
bag of mucus bile and air
for my dear self!

Oh Holy Name, 
kindly appear here,
I can't do it alone—
please
please
Give me the nectar of the Name.

Please make me a servant of 
the sound 
of the prayer,
Hare Krsna mantra.

27
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And let me not think
"I am better than others because
I am chanting."
But melt my heart for helping 
others to give them the Nam e—  
after I give it to myself 
and become YOUR devotee.

28

PREACHING TO AN ATH EIST

Reading my own book,
Entering the Life o f Prayer 
which I'm about to send 
to an atheist friend,
I'm sure he’ll note
that I complain my prayers are dry. 
"Just see," he'll declare,
"he's fretting over Nothing, 
talking to Krsna and Prabhupada 
who never talk back."
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Maybe he'll like the pictures, 
the earnestness of those days 
and details like the Pyrennes mountains. 
My comments on the moon and weather 
may make him stop and wonder.
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A S  IF  

dialogue #6

My dear Lord Krsna, my dear Srlla Prabhupada,
I am anticipating darsana of Radha-Dam odara of 

Gita-nagarl, and pray to serve Them. This can happen 
only by your mercy.

I will continue my prayers during the day, but I 
want to make them pleasing to you. I realize the best 
prayer is to call out to you in utterance (or sometimes 
mental prayer) the Hare Krsna mantra. Everything is 
there.

Thank you, my Lord for bringing me here again 
to the shelter of Glta-nagari.

Please allow me to accept the bitter as well as the 
sweet, as all your mercy. Please make m e desire the 
transcendental life of Your service where m aterial 
varieties of bitter and sweet are all subservient to the 
nectar of being situated as the eternal servant of your 
servants. Please guide me.

AS IF Lord Krsna or Srlla Prabhupada: You are 
right to desire humility, but now you have to learn 
how to do it.

You have yet to learn how to chant Hare K rsna 
mantra.

You have to learn surrender to associate with 
devotees, and surrender to duties of preaching, and 
surrender to the Krsna consciousness mission.
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You have everything to learn and We can teach 
you everything.

Rem em ber how Lord Caitanya considered Him 
self a fool before His spiritual master, and was told 
not to read V edanta ia s t r a l  Rem em ber how He 
obeyed?

SDG: How shall I chant better?
AS IF Srlla Prabhupada: Like a child's cry for his 

mother. That is not imitation crying. Consider within 
that you are a lost child. M other H ara will hear the 
sincere cry and bring you to the shelter of the 
Supreme Father, Lord Krsna.
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A  FA BLE: N IM A I AND THE M O U SE  

Chapter 4, Installm ent 3

The first few days after the attack by the tomcat, 
Chota dasa remained in critical condition. Nimai per
sonally bathed him with a wet sponge, spoon fed him 
prasadam  and encouraged him back to health. The 
mouse was tolerant. As the days went by, he wanted 
to walk and Nimai fashioned two tiny splints for his 
broken legs. W ith hobbling steps, Chota would walk 
a few feet and then collapse in pain and exhaustion.

"K eep trying," N im ai urged him. But sometimes 
he urged him to rest.

On the pretext of painting G urudeva's house, 
N im ai spent hours daily near Chota dasa and over
saw his recuperation.

N im ai calculated for Chota's benefit how soon it 
m ight be before he would be well enough to return 
to his home at the temple.

The m ouse said, "If possible, I don't ever want to 
return there." He then confided to N im ai about his 
fam ily situation. Chota said there were no secrets in 
the mouse com m unity, and so as soon as Nim ai had 
spoken with Chota, the other m ice knew about it. 
C hota's parents were im m ediately disturbed when 
C hota told them that he had just spoken to a man. 
First of all, they refused to believe that it was possible 
for a man to speak to a mouse. And just the thought

30
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that their son was on friendly terms with a human, 
was madness as far as they were concerned. Humans 
w ere the enem ies of mice. They set steel traps and 
took pleasure in poisoning whole communities. They 
encouraged the cats. So how could he trust a human? 
W hen Chota had explained that this was not an ordi
nary human, but a devotee of K rsna, the parents of 
the mouse laughed at the pitiful naivete of their son. 
N either could they understand w hat he was saying 
about "a devotee." Chota explained to Nimai that in 
his family, there was a primitive form of religion, but 
the fame, form and pastim es of Lord Krsna w ere  
unknow n to them. And when C hota had tried to 
sneak out from home for a rendezvous with N im ai, 
he had increased their anger. Except for the fact that 
his parents were very attached to Chota, Chota said 
they would have completely disowned him. "You're 
as good as dead," his father had said.

"B u t my younger brother likes K rs n a ,"  said 
Chota. His tiny eyes sparkled, "and also one younger 
cousin." Nim ai was fascinated with the accounts of 
life in the m ouse society, but troubled to hear it. It 
was just a miniature version of hum an society, with 
the same sectarian prejudices. N im ai had an idea of 
how to deal with the situation, but he didn't want to 
force his idea on Chota. "W hat do you think?" he 
asked the mouse.

"I would like to rescue my brother and cousin and 
bring them here," said Chota. Nim ai was thrilled with 
the bold spirit of his friend. He was just about to ask 
him if it was illegal, or if the mice in question were of
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legal age. But then he thought, "W hy should I subju
gate m yself to the laws of m ice?" Nimai had no scru
ples about acting, but again he didn't want to push his 
little friend beyond his faith. Yet it was Chota who 
was pushing for action. He wanted to go back as 
soon as possible, tell his friends that they had a new 
place where they could live in freedom and practice 
Krsna consciousness without their parents' restraint. 
"N im ai Prabhu, you can carry us all back to Guru- 
deva's cabin."

And so they hatched their plan in all detail and 
waited for Chota to recover enough so that he could 
play the leading role. Chota told Nim ai that on one 
occasion when his parents were chastising him, they 
threatened that they w ould get large rats to come 
and attack Nimai at night. But both Nimai and Chota 
doubted that the mice actually had any influence over 
the rats. "A nyw ay," said N im ai, "w hatever powers 
they m ay have, we w ill ju st act in the shelter of 
K r s n a .  K rsna says, 'My devotee w ill never be 
vanquished.'"

Only a month after he had been attacked, Chota 
dasa, although still not fully recovered, insisted that 
they should go and rescue his friends. They chose 
daylight hours when the m ice were more timid in 
their m ovem ents within the temple. Nimai released 
Chota in the attic room and w ithin a few minutes he 
had gone down into his old neighborhood and re
turned with the two "boys." They were bright-eyed, 
squealing fellow s, full of young idealism. Nimai was 
moved at how Krsna consciousness had spread from
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him self to Chota and from Chota to these others. 
W ith full trust, they allowed Nimai to scoop them up 
and put them in a box. He then left the room and 
within minutes was back at Gurudeva's house where 
they established w hat N im ai called "a brah m acd n  
a$ram a."

Things were m ore lively now. Because of the 
increased numbers and the more ideal circumstances, 
N i ma i  instituted the structure of a sadhan a  for the 
mice. He set a standard for early rising, practice of 
spiritual duties, and avoidance of unseemly behavior 
like passing stool anywhere and everywhere.

O f course N im ai had established the aSrama. 
w ithout asking G urudeva's perm ission. It was an 
em ergency, and Gurudeva was now  away on his 
tour. He definitely would inform Gurudeva about it, 
and if they had to move out, they would worry about 
that when the time came. But he hoped that G uru
deva would allow it. In fact, ever since that wonderful 
m eeting where Gurudeva was consoling Nim ai and 
feeding the m ouse, N im ai had begun to hope that 
one day the mice would actually speak to Gurudeva 
and that he would give them his full blessings and 
authorization. That was Nimai's fondest dream. Espe
cially now that there had been success in his preach
ing, he began to harbor grand aspirations for spread
ing Krsna consciousness in the anim al kingdom. He 
shared some of these ideas with Chota dasa and the 
new " bhaktas,"  and quoted the verse, "By the grace of 
the spiritual master, the blind man can see the stars in 
the sky, a lame man can cross the m ountains and a
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dumb man can speak. And/' he added, "m ice can 
become devotees."

They all cheered, "Haribol!"
These were happy days for Nimai and his follow

ers. He kept their activities carefully under cover and 
went on with his own duties, incurring a minimum of 
displeasure from his authories.

But Nimai dasa had doubts. He worried that what 
he was doing was small time. It was certainly a minia
ture world that he was absorbed in. The m ice were 
physically tiny (about 5 inches long including their 
tails, and no more than an ounce in weight), and also 
their service didn't seem to am ount to much. He 
seemed to be mostly training them to clean up after 
them selves, to chant a very small am ount of rounds 
daily, and to learn only the basic philosophy. And the 
two new mice, although they were sincere and happy 
to be living as brah m acar is , were not of the same 
caliber as Chota. They were rather frivolous. So what 
was the preaching value of all these activities?

By contast, the devotees at the temple were pre
paring themselves for the austerity of the Christmas 
marathon. Som e of the men would be traveling for 
two months in a van, distributing books in the cities. 
And some of the householders were going out to sell 
paintings, trying to raise large amounts of m oney, 
both for their family needs, as well as for meeting the 
year-end temple expenses. Vibhu Prabhu had asked 
N i m a i  to go on the book distribution party, but
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N im ai had refused. He hadn't accepted such austeri
ties so far in his devotional career, and he didn't think 
he could begin now. Vibhu had then asked Nimai to 
join with a householder couple to assist them in sell
ing paintings, which would also require traveling for 
a couple of months. Again Nimai had said he could 
not do it. He had agreed, however, to take on extra 
duties back at the temple while most of the devotees 
were on the road. Nimai admired the men who went 
out to preach. He was disappointed with him self and 
his inability  to surrender. N im ai thought, "A m  I 
training up Chota and the other m ice in the same 
unsurrendered attitude that I have?" The small-time 
and inw ard nature of the m ouse aSrama tro u b led  
N im ai, and yet he did not see how he could express 
these thoughts to Chota. He didn't want the mouse to 
get an inferiority complex. Nimai knew how depress
ing that could get.

Chota had becom e quite sensitive to the different 
moods of N im ai. Sensing that something was troub
ling his teacher he inquired about it.

N im ai confessed, "Som etim es I think I am not 
qualified to lead you. I am not a preacher. Beyond 
w hat I can teach you there is a whole realm of Krsna 
consciousness w hich is the bold m issionary spirit. 
And this is the essence of Lord Caitanya and His 
disciplic succession. Nowadays there is also a pressure 
for devotees to take part in preaching if they want to 
please their spiritual masters. But since I can't take 
that pressure myself, I'm afraid to put it on you. The 
result is I am not so enlivened when I think how none
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of us here are doing big  serv ice . Do you 
understand?"

"W e m ice are very little devotees," Chota said. 
"It's only your kindness that you are willing to put up 
with us. It's a fact that we can't do much. But there is 
another way to look at it."

Chota then began to tell Nimai the inside story of 
a mouse's existence. He said that the life of mice is 
very fearful and precarious. They are always living in 
fear of a predator. House mice, who usually live in 
close association with human beings, can come out 
only at night time, and even then they risk their lives 
just to get their basic meals. They never know when 
they are going to be pounced upon by a cat, or when 
the next step they take will set off a snap trap that 
breaks their necks. And the most pleasing food, like 
oats or peanut butter, could often be m ixed with 
deadly poison. If they m anage to escape all these 
dangers, still they can only live for a few years.

"Even now ," said Chota, "even though I have 
learned that life is m eant for som ething more than 
eating, sleeping, mating and defending, what kind of 
service can I actually render in this condemned body? 
But by your grace, we have learnt the art of devo
tional service to the Suprem e Lord K rsna. Fortun
ately, from what you have taught— if I understand it 
correctly— it's not the bigness of the service that 
Krsna appreciates, but the devotion in which it is 
done." Chota usually spoke in sm aller bursts, and 
both he and N im ai had been kneeling, but now
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N i m a i  sat back, as in the B h ag a v a tam  class, and 
listened with appreciation.

"Besides," said Chota, "by your words you have 
also instilled in us a preaching spirit. I simply repeated 
your words, and now two of my kinfolk have joined 
us, and other mice at the temple are also chanting and 
talking about Krsna. Maybe you think three is small. 
But if you desire, you could also introduce us to more 
am bitious preaching program s. There are m ice 
everyw here!" squeaked Chota. "In every house, rest
aurant, factory, warehouse, and barn, as well as in the 
grain fields and sand dunes, you'll find mice. They are 
at least as num erous as the human beings. Couldn't 
Krsna consciousness be introduced everywhere?"

"I am not sure," said Nimai. "I mean yes, we could 
expand our program. W hat you said about the spirit 
of devotion and the difficulties of devotional service 
in a mouse body— I never realized that. I think I have 
offended you by saying that you were small-tim e. 
Please accept my obeisances." Nimai knelt down to 
m ake prostrated obeisances and the m ice recipro
cated.

"It is you to whom w e m ust make obeisances," 
said Chota.

"Yes you delivered us," said Chota's brother. "W e 
were living in a dark hole."

"W e were three blind m ice," said Chota's cousin.
"W e are eternally indebted to you," said Chota. 

"A t least we think your activities with us are definitely 
not 'sm all-tim e.'"
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"It is not small-time/' said Nimai. "That was just 
my foolishness. The service that we are doing right 
here in this airam a  is being seen and appreciated by 
Krsna. There is no doubt about it! At the same time, 
we can also increase it."

This discussion had a serious effect upon Nimai. 
From  that day on he began to appreciate more that 
the mice were undergoing rigorous austerities just to 
perform their basic sadhana. In his mind Nimai began 
to liken them to the Hare Krsna devotees in Russia 
who risk their lives just to get together and chant or 
distribute Prabhupada’s books. O f course, the mice 
were nowhere as great as the human being devotees. 
But in their ow n w ay— ju st like the spider who 
worked for Lord Rama— they could be very pleasing 
to the Lord. Nimai sensed unlimited opportunity and 
benefit, both for the m ice as well as for himself. He 
wanted to put aside his neurotic scruples and help 
them to the best of his ability. Their spunky spirit 
would help him to become more surrendered.

N im ai changed not only in his dealings with the 
m ice, but in his dealings with the devotees at the 
temple. He increased his efforts to surrender, at least 
in little ways that were w ithin his power. W hen the 
teenage boys began to tease him and call him names, 
N i m a i  thought of the bravery of the mice, and it 
enabled him to take this teasing as something sweet. 
By not becom ing ruffled at the teasing, Nim ai could 
offer the tapasya to Lord Krsna.

N im ai looked forward to opportunities where he 
could counter his pet peeves w ith an attitude of
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acceptance and devotion. He took a more submissive 
approach in exchanges with Vibhu, and tried to see 
him as a representative of Krsna and the spiritual 
m aster. As the w inter progressed and he had to 
sometim es work outside in freezing weather, he en
dured the cold as pleasurable, thinking, "M y dear 
Lord Krsna, please accept my service."

As the Christm as m arathon approached, N im ai 
had to do the work of several other devotees, spend
ing extra time cleaning in the kitchen, m opping the 
temple floor, and staying up late to tend to the fur
nace. He also had to drive into town to buy supplies 
and help with milking the cows in the barn. But he 
did it all without grumbling. "The m ice have taught 
me a great secret," he thought, "if I can only rem em 
ber it. Krsna just wants our devotion."
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Vibhu Prabhu again asked Nim ai dasa to go out 
on traveling sankirtana for the Christmas marathon.

"If you could just be the driver of the van," Vibhu 
requested, "and do back-up services for the book 
distributors, that would be a great help. It would free 
one of the others brahm acdris  to do book distribu
tion. You drive, and do things like purchase and pre
pare prasadam  and be the treasurer and do the laun
dry. What do you think?"

In his new mood of surrender, N im ai agreed to 
do it. "I have never lived outside of the tem ple," he 
thought, "but that's what boldness is— to just try."

"Let me think about it overnight," said Nimai. "I'll 
tell you for sure tom orrow."

In the evening, while distributing hot milk in tiny 
lo tas  to the m ice, N im ai asked them  w hat they 
thought of traveling sankirtana. The two new bhaktas 
were goofing off, and spilling their milk. It was actu
ally only to Chota dasa that Nimai had asked the ser
ious question.

"It sounds exciting," said Chota looking up from 
his milk with a white-stained snout. "But what would 
we actually do?"

"W ell I am supposed to be the driver," said Nimai, 
"so  most of the time we'd just be on our own. I sup
pose you'd have to all live in some kind of box or 
cage. I'll tell the other men that you are coming along 
as my pets."

Ch a p t e r  5
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From this initial description of traveling sankir-tana,
Chota's brother and cousin looked frightened.
N im ai continued, "Som etim es we will park the 

van in a campground or a parking lot while the men 
are distributing books. I'll run errands during the day 
for them. And then som etim es we will stay at the 
hom es of friends and life m em bers of K r s n a  
consciousness."

"If we went to people's houses," said Chota, "then 
m aybe I could visit the mouse communities there and 
tell them about Krsna."

And so Chota and Nimai discussed all the m ana
gerial details and spiritual implications of their going 
on traveling san kirtan a. They also asked the new 
comers to honestly speak their minds w hether they 
w anted to go. The brother and cousin of Chota said 
that it sounded a bit "heavy," but if Chota Prabhu 
thought that they could do it, they were w illing to 
give it a try.

"W ell, that's exactly how I feel about it," said 
N im ai. "If it gets too much for me, or for any of you, 
then we can just come back. Although I don't think 
the other devotees will be so pleased with me for 
that."

On this occasion, the new mice asked Nimai if he 
could give them devotee names.

"The nam es I give," said N im ai, "are not your 
initiated names. They are just like spiritual nicknames. 
Because you both came together, and you seem to 
m e like twins, I'll give you the names Yamala and Ar- 
juna, which are names of twin trees that were directly
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touched by Baby K rsna." N im ai and his group cele
brated by drinking sweet milk, until the mice became 
intoxicated, and they all fell asleep.

N im ai made a wooden box about 3 feet by 2 feet 
with caging and plenty of air holes for breathing, and 
he stuffed it with paper shredding, according to the 
directions of Chota. This was the traveling airam a for 
the mice. "You'll be a bit cooped up," said Nimai, "but 
the men will also be cooped up in the van. That's the 
austerity of travel."

N im ai reported back to Vibhu and said that he 
was willing to be the sankirtana  driver, on the con
dition that he be perm itted to take his pet mice with 
him in a box. Vibhu's eyes rolled when he heard that, 
but he was desperate to get another book distributor 
out on sa n k ir ta n a . If this was w hat it took to get 
Nimai, then why not?

But some of the brahm acaris strongly objected.
Vlra dasa said, "It's bogus! They're filthy creatures. 

I hate mice! I am not going to sleep in the same van 
with them ."

Dhrstaketu dasa, who was the leading book distri
butor, also objected. "W hat if one of them gets out of 
the box?" he asked, "I don't want one of those things 
running along my leg at night! It's weird and has 
nothing to do with Krsna consciousness!"

Bhlma dasa was the second biggest book distribu
tor. He also thought that the pet mice were niaya. But 
he shared Vibhu Prabhu's reasoning about doing the
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needful, and he also had tolerance for Nimai's eccent
ricities. Bhlma told the other men, "It takes all kinds 
of people to form a Krsna consciousness m ovem ent." 
He reminded them how Srila Prabhupada had toler
ated so much when he first cam e to Am erica, som e
times abandoning strict rules and regulations of a 
san n yasi just in order to preach. Prabhupada h ad  
even lived for a while in an apartm ent with cats, and 
he had to put his sattvic food in the same refrigerator 
with meat. W hy couldn't they also tolerate a little 
inconvenience in order to push on the san k irtan a  
m ovem ent?

"Tell that to the knucklehead," said Vira dasa. 
"W hy should we adjust to his m adness? He should 
ju st drive and give up his stupid attachm ent to 
rodents."

"O f course you are right," said Bhlma. "But devo
tional service is voluntary. Nimai said he'll come with 
us only if his pets can also com e."

Eventually  Bhlm a dasa prevailed and the men 
accepted it for the ultim ate sacrifice of san kirtan a. 
They were prepared to face hundreds of insults daily 
from  the nondevotees when they attem pted to give 
them Prabhupada's books; they were already endur
ing freezing cold w eather, threats of violence and 
police arrests, so they figured they could also tolerate 
Nimai dasa, who was after all, a kind of devotee.

And so the party of six m en and three mice set out 
in the Dodge Ram van for a scheduled month and a 
half of sankirtana  on the road.
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The first day away from the temple was difficult 
for the w hole san kirtan a  party, but N im ai and the 
m ice were particularly unaccustomed to it. They all 
slept overnight in the van at a national park. Early in 
the m orning they took cold showers in an unheated 
bathroom , w ith the tem perature below  freezing. 
Bhim a dasa was in charge of the party, and he ar
ranged a m orning schedule that allowed two hours 
for ja p a , half an hour for a B hagavatam  class, after 
which breakfast was to be im m ediately served, and 
then the m en would go out for book distribution. 
Since N im ai was the cook, he had to spend most of 
his japa  time, as well as the class time preparing a full 
meal of dal, rice and sabji for six men. He had to do it 
outside of the van, setting the Coleman stove, veget
ables, pots of water, etc., on a picnic table. N im ai's 
mind was scream ing to him, "I can't do this! This is 
too hard!" But he tried to control it. Ever since Nimai 
had m et Chota, he had been able to find solace in 
their talks, especially at difficult moments. But now 
that wasn't possible either.

Although the men had reluctantly agreed that the 
pet mice could come along for the ride, none of them 
realized that these m ice w ere actually practicing 
Krsna consciousness and that they often talked with 
N im ai. It remained a mystery to both Nimai and the 
mice, as to why communication could take place only 
betw een Nim ai and the mice and not with any other 
hum ans. For the m ost part N im ai and the m ice 
prefered it this way. But even if they had wanted to 
include the others, it was not possible. At least for
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now, theirs was a confidential relationship, known 
only to them selves— and it was their fervent hope 
that their relationship was also known to Lord Krsna. 
Because of the confidentiality  of their friendship, 
N im ai could not speak with the mice, either to help 
them out, or to derive benefit from their friendship. 
H e was allow ed to be with them only in ways that 
would not seem too outrageous to the other men. He 
could perform  only m inim al m aintanence of their 
needs, and show  m inim um  affection, or else he 
would risk incurring the disgust of devotees like Vira 
and D hrstaketu  d asa . But when D hrstaketu  saw 
N im ai cleaning out the m ouse airam a  w hile singing 
Hare Krsna, even he made a remark of begrudging 
approval.

"I guess they are not ordinary m ice," said Dhrsta
ketu. "O therw ise, how could they be hearing Hare 
Krsna and taking Krsna prasadam?''

"Y eah," chuckled Vira, "m aybe they were human 
devotees in their last life and they had som e big 
falldown."

"You better be careful," said Bhlma dasa to Nimai. 
" If  you think too much about these mice, you will 
think of them at the time of death, like Maharaja Bha- 
rata, and then you could come back as a mouse and 
go out on traveling sankirtana.”

In this way, the men derived some comic relief 
from the otherwise ridiculous and inconvenient pre
sence of the "m ouse a&rama." But as long as Nimai 
perform ed his austerities along with them, they re
spected him, and did not push their teasing too far.
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N im ai had to exert his full capacity for surrender 
in order to prepare the breakfast meal outdoors. His 
fingers became so cold he could hardly feel them. The 
only way he could deal with his mind was to con
stantly beat it down, and turn instead to the tasks at 
hand. But he could not prevent him self from think
ing, "I can do this for one or two days, but not for 
long."

The men appreciated N im ai's sim ple but decent 
cooking, especially his hot buttered capatls and strong 
spiced dal. He was happy to be with such highly qual
ified devotees and to be accepted by them. Al-though 
he was suffering, in another sense he was experienc
ing the highest state of Krsna consciousness he could 
ever rem em ber. The book distributors w ere very 
dear to Lord Caitanya, because they took all risks to 
carry the message to the conditioned souls, as desired 
by the Lord and His pure devotees. They were like 
front-line soldiers in the battle against mdya. Even 
when they were teasing him, or if they som etim es 
behaved not exactly like pure devotees, Nimai always 
tried to rem em ber their exalted position. He took 
great pleasure in serving them.

A fter breakfast everyone was very busy, and 
Bhima dasa gave Nimai a list of his duties for the day. 
It took Nimai over an hour to wash all the pots and 
clean up from  breakfast, and no sooner was that 
done when they had to immediately break camp and 
drive into the city. Nimai had to drop each man off at 
his designated spot, either a busy parking lot, or in 
front of a superm arket or shopping mall, where they
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would distribute books all day. Nimai had to remem
ber where each spot was because after dropping the 
men off he would have to come back in a few hours 
to see if they needed any books or any other assis
tance that he could provide. And then he would have 
to come back again and bring them a lunch of juice 
and fruits. Before noon he would also somehow have 
to find time to do bookkeeping, accounting for the 
distribution of Prabhupada's books and counting the 
money, and he also had to wash everyone's clothes at 
the laundrom at. Carried along in a swift current of 
his duties, Nimai had no time to spend with the mice, 
and hardly even time or space to think of them.

N im ai had hurriedly purchased groceries for the 
next m orning's cooking and he was driving on a 
highw ay to deliver m ore books to the san k irtan a  
men, when he thought that he had better stop to see 
how the mice were doing. So he pulled the van off to 
a rest area, and opened their box. The little ones, Ya- 
m ala and Arjuna w ere shivering together in a far 
corner. They seem ed to have reverted to animal con
sciousness, and they cringed when Nimai reached to 
touch them. Chota said, "H are Krsna/' on seeing his 
friend, but he looked wan and cold. Only by Chota's 
talking to the other m ice in their native mouse lan
guage, did Yamala and Arjuna gradually look up and 
assum e a slightly  receptive position for greeting 
Nimai.

"H ow  is it going?" he asked.
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Chota admitted it was difficult, and Nimai adm it
ted that it was difficult for him too. They spoke of 
how  they might im prove things. Nim ai had bought 
som e little woolen pouches in a store, to be used as 
sleeping bags. The m ice laughed at the idea, since 
they were always used to accom odating themselves 
w ith w hatever nature had provided. But m aybe it 
would help. They especially liked the fact that Nimai 
had thought of them. After all, their Krsna conscious
ness depended on encouragem ent from  Nimai. He 
sensed once again the responsibility he had taken on 
in convincing these creatures to dedicate their lives to 
self-realization. At first he had thought that it would 
be a sim ple thing: convince them that they were not 
actually mice, but pure spirit souls, and then the rest 
was up to them. But since they were so lim ited, it 
seem ed like he would have to guide them closely 
for a considerable while. "Sooner or later," thought 
N im ai, "they will have to get fixed up to be able to 
serve on their own, in separation."

After reviving the mice by the warmth of his own 
Krsna consciousness so that they were more cheerful 
and joking, N im ai suddenly rem em bered his own 
difficulties.

"This is too m uch," he sighed. "I'm  on the go all 
day long and I haven't even finished chanting my 
rounds. I don't think I can last. It's too much."

"Ju st keep trying," said Chota. "it's very im por
tant for you to do the back-up work for the san k ir
tana party."
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"Yeah," said Nimai, "It's ecstatic. I finally feel like 
I'm part of Lord Caitanya's movem ent. Those book 
distributors are like great heroes. Do you realize that 
if somebody takes a book, Prabhupada said that his 
life could become perfect by reading one page? I can 
see better now that the karm is are just rushing back 
and forth com pletely in m ay a. A t any m om ent, 
som ebody could die and then descend to a lower 
form of life."

"But how are we part of the san k irtan a  m o v e 
m ent?" asked Yamala dasa. His question expressed 
doubt, but because it was the first thoughtful ques
tion he had ever asked N im ai, N im ai was very 
pleased.

"You are also part of san kirtan a. Don’t you  feel 
that Chota? Tell Yamala."

"Yes I do," said Chota. "By supporting the front
line preachers, Nim ai Prabhu feels that he is part of 
the sankirtana. So if we can serve him, then we are 
also connected."

Arjuna who had seemed the most fearful of the 
three, moved into the midst of his brothers and ask
ed, "But how are we serving you?"

"To be honest," said Nimai, "I need your associa
tion. Especially Chota, he helps pick me up when I am 
about to go into maya. It’s a mutual loving exchange. 
And it’s not that you have to serve m e. I am just 
trying to help you to serve Krsna. Your tapasya is to 
remain in higher consciousness, even when you are 
in the dark and the cold of this box, when there is
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nothing else to do but to chant. So far you haven't 
been able to do that, have you?"

The m ice all looked down shyly, adm itting that 
they had seriously reverted to lower consciousness 
ever since they had com e into the van. But they 
w ould try again. N im ai had to cut their m eeting 
short. He closed the box, drove back onto the high
way and soon reached Laksm ana dasa, although he 
was fifteen minutes late.
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By 7:00 p.m. N im ai dasa had picked up the last 
book distributor. He then drove the van out of the 
city to a national park. W hile the m en sat close 
together on the wooden platform  in the rear of the 
van, talking over the day's experiences, N im ai care
fully served each of them bread, sabji and cups of hot 
milk. It was also N im ai's duty to w rite down the 
am ount of books distributed and the m oney that 
each man had collected. It had been a good day, 
especially for Dhrstaketu Prabhu who had distributed 
50 Bhagavad-gitas, and 10 Srim ad-B hagavatam s.

"I met this far-out couple today," said Dhrstaketu. 
"It happened as soon as I got out there. I stacked 
about 10 Bhagavatam s on a newspaper stand outside 
the store and went to the bathroom  in one of the 
restaurants. W hen I returned I saw a man and w o
man looking at one of the Bhagavatam s."

As soon as D hrstaketu  began talking, Nimai  
reached below the platform , picked up the m ouse 
aSrama, and moved it onto the platform.

"W hat are you doing?" said Dhrstaketu.
"N othin '," said N im ai, ignoring the fact that the 

mouse cage was now in the midst of the men.
"You're not going to let them out are you?" asked 

Vira dasa.
"O f course not," said Nimai.
"H e just wants the m ice to hear the san k irtan a  

nectar, right Nimai?" said Bhima.

C h a p t e r  6
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N im ai said, "A ccording to P rabh u p ad a, even a 
cockroach in the wall of the temple can benefit by 
hearing Hare Krsna."

Bhlma Prabhu allowed Nimai his whimsy, and the 
other m en let it go.

Dhrstaketu resumed his story. "So this couple had 
actually taken up one of the books and had walked a 
distance away from the stand. The man was wearing 
a blue pin-striped three-piece suit and the woman 
w as also w earing a business suit. They both were 
carrying briefcases. They looked like they were feel
ing a little guilty as to whether they should have pick
ed up such nice hardbound books.

"So I approached them and said, T h e  book you 
are holding in your had is the Srim ad-B hagavatam . 
It’s one of the first volumes in a sixty volume series.'

"'D o  you know anything about it?' the man asked 
me. And she was looking.

"I said, 'Yes, a little bit. This B hagavatam  begins 
with M aharaja Pariksit who was at one time the em 
peror of the world. He got news that he was going to 
die in a week's time. So he approached a great saintly 
person, Sukadeva Gosvam i and asked him, 'W hat is 
the duty of a person who is about to die?' I then 
showed them the picture of M aharaja Pariksit with 
his folded hands in front of Sukadeva Gosvami. 'And 
this Bhagavatam  is what Sukadeva spoke/ I said. 'He 
spoke continuously for seven days and it’s all record
ed here.'

"So then the woman asked me, 'And what did he 
say?'
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"I told them, 'Well, you would have to read it for 
yourself! But to cut it short, Sukadeva Gosvam I told 
Pariksit that the goal of life is to render devotional 
service unto God. And in these pages of the Bhaga- 
vatam  it is elaborately explained how to render ser
vice to God. It has been presented very nicely by the 
author, A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. He 
is a renowned scholar.'

"Then they asked me who I was. I told them that I 
was a m em ber of the International Society  for 
Krishna Consciousness which was founded by Srlla 
Prabhupada. I encouraged them to read the books, 
and if they had any questions they could write to me. 
I w rote my nam e and address on the inside of the 
book. They wanted to talk more but I knew they had 
to rush. Then the man said, 'I hope you don't mind if I 
offer you som ething for this book.' I said I didn't. 
And he said he wanted another copy."

The men in the van were delighted. N im ai was 
not only delighted, but thrilled  to be in their 
company.

Dhrstaketu continued, "So I was about to go back 
to the newstand to get another book, but the guy 
beat me to it. In the meantime I was telling the lady 
how we live a m onastic life and we have temples 
around the world and I asked her to visit one of the 
temples and showed her the addresses at the back of 
the book. The man returned and paid me for both 
books. Then before he left he said, 'W hat do they call 
you?'

"I said, 'My name is Dhrstaketu das.'
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"H e said, 'W hat is your title?'
"I was a little embarrassed but I said, 'His Grace.'"
Bhlma guffaw ed, "H is D ivine Grace! Srim an 

Dhrstaketu Prabhu!"
"So listen to this!" said Dhrstaketu. "The man took 

my hand and he bowed down from  his w aist a few 
times and said, 'Thank you, your Grace, thank you, 
your Grace.' And the woman did the same thing!"

"That sounds like one for the 'Believe it or not' 
book," said Bhima dasa.

N im ai went around with second cups of milk and 
more bread, and everyone took.

Vira said, "I m et three C atholic fathers today, 
dressed in their black robes with little white collars. 
They all seem ed to be about 40 years old, but the 
short one in the m iddle seem ed to be a little more 
hip. I greeted them like I usually do, 'How are you 
doing. I consider you to be gentlem en of God, ser
vants of God,' and I folded my hands. Right away the 
m iddle one said, 'Yes, yes we are servants of God. 
W hat are you doing?' He was antagonistic from the 
beginning. I said, 'We are passing out our books. Are 
you fam iliar with it? This is the B hagavad-gita.' He 
said, 'Oh! You are Hare K rsnas? N o, we don't want 
that/ But the father on the right said, 'Oh! Bhagavad- 
gita?  Yes, I am interested in that book. I have been 
interested to know w hat you believe in.' I said, 'As 
you know, God is the Suprem e Person and we all 
have a relationship with Him. The Bhagavad-gita  ex
plains how that relationship has to be taken up by 
everyone, whether he be Hindu, M uslim , Christian or
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whatever. In this book, Krsna is speaking to His pure 
devotee Arjuna and explaining to him how he is not 
this body but the soul within the body. The duty of 
every individual is to surrender to the Supreme and 
go back to the Kingdom  of G od.' The other two 
fathers walked off. They didn't want anything to do 
with it. But this one on the right side, he was quiet, so 
I was really just talking to him. But that short one was 
bitchy. He kept saying, 'No, no, we don’t want that!'

"I concentrated on the quiet one and said, 'D if
ferent scholars have praised our books, and we sim
ply try to encourage people to read them.'

"H e said, 'Okay, thank you.'
"A s you know we don’t sell them. But we do take 

contributions so that we can continue selling our 
books."

Vira continued, "It was a difficult show because 
the one guy was really upset. I m entioned our reg
ulative principles to the quiet one, and the short one 
snapped back, 'Well! W e are celibate too!' But then he 
took out a cigarette and bit it defiantly. I couldn't be
lieve it, right there he took out a cigarette! Any-way, 
the friendly one was smiling and he took the Gita and 
gave a donation."

"H aribol!"
N im ai glanced furtively to the cage behind him. 

They could say w hat they liked, he knew the mice 
w ere hearing. It w asn't the duty of the san kirtan a  
men to know or believe that the mice could actually 
hear and understand, and Nim ai didn't resent it. But 
at least they should give them the chance to hear.
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Bhlm a dasa said, "A man approached me today 
and straight off asked me for a Bhagavad-gita. I start
ed explaining to him that it was the science of the soul 
and the relationship of the soul to God, who is the 
Suprem e Soul. But he was in a real hurry. He was 
w ith two other business people, who were women. 
They were dressed very professionally. I was sad to 
th ink that he had show n som e in terest in the 
Bhagavad-gita, but he didn't have time to talk. In fact 
the two w om en w ere already w alking ahead, he 
offered me ten dollars. And then he said, 'You know, 
I was a devotee years ago. My nam e is N arayana. I 
w ant to present this B h ag av ad -g ita  to them. I am 
sorry I can't talk with you but good luck. Haribol/ 
Then he rushed back to the two women and while I 
looked on from a distance he presented the book to 
one of them, opening it and apparently explaining 
w hat it was about. It all happened so quickly. It made 
m e think that devotional service never stops. Once 
our devotional spirit has been aw akened, then no 
m atter w hat we do, Krsna makes arrangem ents for 
us to keep rendering service unto Him. I mean, what 
nond evotee w ould think of giving one of their 
friends the valuable gift of Krsna consciousness? But 
this m an still w anted to distribute books to his 
friends."

As soon as Bhlma dasa finished, Rancor Prabhu 
began talking. N im ai served more helpings of prasa- 
dam  , but m ost of them refused to take more. He 
kept trying until the men forcibly put their hands 
over their plates to stop him.
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"I was standing in a busy corner of the shopping 
mall/' said Rancor, "distributing a book to an old 
soldier. Along comes this guy, I think he was a pilot 
or something. He looked official anyway, walking 
between another man and a woman. He just shouted 
out, 'Don't take that book! He is ripping you off!' I 
said, 'That’s not true!' He said, 'He is not allowed to 
be here!' I said, 'That's another lie! I am not ripping 
him  off, I am just presenting him with one of my 
books. How dare you stand and say that!' He said, 'I 
said that because I felt like saying it.' I said, 'Well, you 
are a liar!'"

"W ow !" said Dhrstaketu. "Fired up! You really let 
him have it."

"You are lucky he didn't punch you out for talking 
like that," said Bhlma.

"I couldn't help m yself," said Rancor. "The guy 
said, 'Anyway, you didn't make that sale.' I said, 'Act
ually you are afraid to see what's in these books.' He 
said, 'I know what's in those books. I have seen you 
guys ripping people off for years.' I said, 'No, actually 
you are afraid to see what's in these books. If you just 
stand there, I will tell you what's in these books.'

"So then this pilot or whatever he was said, 'You 
are just into it for the money!' That really got me mad 
and so I laid into him. I said, 'W e are not just into it 
for money, but we are not shy to ask people for a 
donation. It costs us to print these books. But you are 
afraid to discuss these books because you are envious 
of what we are doing! But inspite of all that I am still 
willing to be your friend. Just take a moment and I



ISTA-GOSTHI 1 0 5

will tell you what's in these books/ So he said, 'Nah, I 
have to go.' He started to walk away. But before he 
left I asked, 'W hat is your nam e?' He said, 'My name 
is John.' And I said, 'My name is Hari.'

"T en  m inutes later the sam e m an cam e back, 
walking between two women. As he passed he called 
out to me, 'H ey H ari, did you get anym ore books 
out?' 'Not yet,' I said, 'but it’s going to happen. So are 
you ready to talk to me yet? Or are you still afraid?'"

N im ai laughed with appreciation. He was trying 
to remain very quiet, but he couldn't help himself. "I 
didn't know you were so strong," he said to Rancor.

Rancor continued, "So the lady says, 'Go on John, 
talk to him. Talk to him .' He says 'nah' and they 
walked on down the other way and into a bar. About 
half an hour later they cam e back by me again. John 
came over and said, 'Actually you know, I am sorry.' 
I said, 'I am sorry too. I didn't want to speak to you 
harshly, but I felt that w hat you w ere saying was 
wrong and if I didn’t speak up you would just go on 
thinking the way you did w ithout clearing up your 
doubts. But I can tell you are a nice person.' Then the 
lady cam e up and began asking me about P rabhu - 
p ad a’s books. I said, 'You have seen us around. We 
are here to tell people to becom e lovers of God. W e 
believe in the sim ple truth that everyone is a servant 
of God and it's our duty to take it up. W hether we 
like it or not. That's the purpose of life. To reestablish 
our relationship with God. So I am going to stand on 
this corner and pass out these books to anyone who
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will take them. If no one takes them I'll still be here 
because that's my duty/

"Then the woman said, 'Let me see that book.' So 
I gave her a G ita. Then John said, 'You know, I like 
what you guys are doing. I met a bad guy here once. 
But in general you don’t give anyone trouble. I have 
been w atching you. It’s just been a bad day and I 
figured I would let off some steam.' She says, 'These 
pictures are beautiful John! I want this book!' The guy 
says, 'No, come on!' 'No,' she says, 'I want this book!' 
He said, 'H ari, can you believe it? She wants this 
book! W hat are you going to charge me for this 
book? I can’t believe it. I can’t buy this book!' I said, 'I 
can’t sell you this book. I am glad she likes the book, 
but I can’t sell this book to you. Even if you gave me 
a m illion.' He said, 'No, no, what do you get for these 
things? I see you ripping off the soldiers, what do you 
get, five? Ten?' I said, 'W ell, we get a lot of tens.' He 
says, 'I will give you fiv e .'"

"H aribol!"
Bhima ended the talking by 8:30. The only light 

was the dim interior bulb of the van. They sat on 
their sleeping bags and read silently. Nimai placed the 
m ouse cage back under the platform  trying to avoid 
m aking the slightest noise. But just as he pushed the 
box out of sight, they could hear lively squeaking.
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