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215 YEARS OF HISTORY 
AND TRADTION

Hinton, Perry 
started making 
Dreadnought roof 
tiles

1880 Ketley Bricks 
opened for  
business

1902 Davenhill 
Family purchase 
Hinton, Perry and 
Dreadnought Roof 
Tiles

1964 Hinton, Perry 
and Davenhill Ltd 
purchased Ketley 
Bricks

1805 1880 1902 1964

BACKGROUND TIME LINE

In 1805 Mr. Hinton & Mr. 
Perry started making roof 
tiles in Brierley Hill in the 
West Midlands of England. 
Those tiles were the regular 
English size 10 ½” x 6 ½” 
but were machine made to 
service the growing market 
for smooth surface clean 
edged tiles……just like they 
make today. 

In the fall of 1805 they 
branded the tiles Dread-
nought, after HMS Dread-
nought, a 98 gun ship of the 
line that fought at the Battle 
of Trafalgar under Admiral 
Nelson. But it’s the raw clay 
that is at the heart of a good 
tile and Dreadnought’s clay is 
Etruria Marl…recognized as 
the very best.

The clay used for both Dread-
nought Tiles and their sister 
company Ketley Bricks is 
drawn from their own Holly-
bank Quarry, just down the road.

Dreadnought tiles made today are 
not that different from those made 

by the company over 200 years ago. 
They might be delivered to your site 
on a diesel powered truck, or pos-
sibly electric powered in the not too 

distant future, as opposed to a horse 
drawn cart with the tiles packed in 
straw, but the pride in the tiles and 
the quality is just the same.

OTHER AVAILABLE COLORS AND FINISHES

Dreadnought tiles have a smooth flat surface,  
square cut sides and butt to give a sharp clean look 
to any roof.

Dreadnought create their natural shades by the  
delicate control of the kiln atmosphere a process 
known as ‘reduction firing.’

Unlike most tile makers today Dreadnought does 
not add any surface staining or pigments, colors are 
created by controlling the burn, just as they have for 
the past 215 years

STAFFORDSHIRE BLUE

BROWN BRINDLE RED

BLUE BRINDLE COUNTRY BROWN



DESIGN  
OPPORTUNITIES

Northern Roof Tiles

Because of the smooth uniform appearance of Dreadnoughts tiles they readily adapt to create…smooth 
curves both vertically, horizontally, over eyebrows or even waves….if you want to get really creative.
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But when 
your roof 

changes di-
rection on a 

hip…. 
be careful 

of the sharp 
clean folds!



The Victorians loved  
ornamentation and  
Dreadnought have always 
offered the complete range 
of traditional shapes.

Ornamental shapes are available 
in all the regular Dreadnought 
colors. Quite often solar panels can  

detract from the aesthetics of 
the roof, because they con-
trast so violently with the color 
of the tiles and your eye gets 
drawn to the contrast.
 
Perhaps you might like to  
consider Dreadnought’s  
Staffordshire Blue tiles as their 
coloration tends to blend more 
harmoniously with that of the 
solar panels.
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ALSO AVAILABLE FROM KETLEY...

ORNAMENTALS

ARROWHEAD & SPADE

CLUB & FISHTAIL

SPADE

STAFFORDSHIRE BLUE  
WITH SOLAR PANELS
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CREASING 
TILES
Creasing tiles are basically regular Dreadnought field tiles 
but they are flat, and do not have nail holes or nibs.
But they are the same high quality and are available in 
Blue / Grey, Red and Brown Brindle.

Creasing tiles are used to form arch over garage door and 
topped off with regular field tiles with their nibs showing 
to form a decorative edge.

STAFFORDSHIRE BLUE BRINDLE

STAFFORDSHIRE BROWN BRINDLE

STAFFORDSHIRE RED

COLORS 
AVAILABLE

A really different use for Ketley Creasing Tiles....good enough to eat off!

SIZES & 
WEIGHTS

10 ½” x 6 ½” x ½” 
(265 x 165 x 11) 
x 2.3 lbs

10 ½” x 3 ¼” x ½” 
(265 x 82 x 11) 
x 1.15 lbs.
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FIREPLACES CUSTOM 
A creative use for creasing tiles 
is to form both a decorative and 
very functional back to  
fireplaces as well as the hearth.

We can offer a special size 10 
½” x 3 ¼” x ½” tile that can 
be laid, on edge, to form any 
number of decorative patterns.

Please note that these tiles are 
formed by firing in a kiln at 
temperatures in excess of 1000 
deg C, so they are perfectly  
suitable for domestic fire backs 
as well as commercial hearths 
etc. For more information on 
our fire back tiles contact us at 
(888) 678-6866 or  
northernrooftiles.com/firebacks

As you can imagine, a company who has been 
making roof tiles and bricks for close to 215 
years has the craftsmen, and craftswomen, 
plus the knowledge and experience can  
provide a ‘CUSTOM / HERITAGE’ service.
They can replicate an existing shape, make a 
specific shape or shapes to suit a certain  
condition, or if you can draw it they can  
probably make it.
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RIDGE TILES & FINIALS

Individually hand crafted. Custom designs can be made to match existing or your own design.

The use of ornamental ridge tiles and finials was 
another great Victorian tradition. These fittings can 
be installed on tile and slate roofs as well as more 
humble asphalt shingled roofs.

Northern can supply these items in small quantities 
and for more information  
northernrooftiles.com/ridgefinials or 
888.678.8666

1 Chamfered Crested

2 Two Hole Ornamental

3 Roll Top

4 Clover Leaf Ornamental

5 Three Hole Crested

6 Cocks Comb Ornamental

Three Hole  
Crested Ridge 
with Custom 
Finial.
Brown Antique 
Field Tiles with 
rows of Club  
Ornamentals 
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Just in case you may be asking yourself, 
who in the world is Northern Roof Tiles?

WE ARE
• family owned and operated since 1991

•  manufacturers, importers and distributors of clay roof tiles,  
bricks, pavers etc.

AND WE
•  prefer working with traditional family owned and managed companies 

such as Dreadnought Tile & Ketley Brick

•  specialize in sourcing and importing of quality clay tiles and bricks,  
especially from England.

•  can provide guidance and suggestions on period / regional detailing if 
required.

• do material take off, quantities and provide estimates.

•  provide samples and, if required, site displays.

•  provide a very personalized experience to each and every one of our 
clients.

•  commission one off or have made out of production items. Call us to  
discuss exactly what you are looking for.

AND BEFORE 
YOU ASK
•  we have the experience and knowledge to serve the Architectural and 

Design Community across North America and around the world.

•   all our roof tiles, bricks, etc. are independently tested and are suitable for 
installation anywhere in North America.

For more information please check out our web page  
www.northernrooftiles.com or call us (888) 678-6866.

For more  
information  
please scan  

the QR code


