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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Carnegie Institution Administration Building was designed by the firm of
Carrere and Hastings in 1910 and was partially remodeled and added to under
the direction of William Adams Delano in 1937. Constructed in the Beaux Arts
style, of Indiana limestone, the front facade has a monumental portico, sur-
mounted by a balustraded flat top roof, supported by Ionic columns, with four
double columns at center, two single columns at each end.

The cornice is classical with traditional Greek ornament. A flight of broad
steps, framed by urns on pedestals, leads from 16th Street to the large bronze
entrance doors (seldom used). The flanks of the original building are constructed
on a raised, rusticated basement level, with three large window openings above,
with pedimented lintels. The upper level has three simple windows. The original
building was basically square, with projecting pavilions on the sides, two stories
on a raised basement. The 1937 back wing, is similar in material and design,
although less ornate in treatment. It also has a rusticated basement, high first
story windows, and simple second story windows.

The 16th Street entrance leads into a two-story rotunda, framed by large Corinthian
colums and winding side staircase. The building houses a 450-seat auditorium, and
many spacious offices and meeting rooms, most of which are only infrequently used
at the present time. Since World War II the institution has provided free office
space for several scientific societies while they were establishing themselves.
Currently a few administrative workers for the institution have offices in the
building, but all research work is conducted at laboratories located elsewhere in
Washington, D. C., Maryland, California, and Chile.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building has housed the administration of a wunique organization since the
early years of its existence. Founded with the realization that basic scienti-
fic research is essential to human well-being, the Carnegie Institution of
Washington is an early example of farsighted American philanthropy.

Andrew Carnegie was not only one of the shrewdest industrialists of post-Civil
War America, but he was the most generous of them with the proceeds of his
genius. His philosophy of life, probably unique among his peers, was responsible
for the multitude of varied projects which he founded and supported, all directed
towards the betterment of human existence.

The Carnegie Institution of Washington is an admirable example of Carnegie's
farsighted generosity. Endowed with a $10 million gift in 1902, the institution
shows its benefactor's understanding of the necessity of basic scientific investi-
gation to the enrichment of human existence. Heretofore, few philanthropists had
been interested in endeavors which promised no practical results which could re-
flect to their founder's credit.

Following his retirement in 1901, Andrew Carnegie settled down to the enjoyment
of apportioning his wealth. He sought the advice of eminent men in reaching
his decisions, but he took care to screen out their more selfish suggestions.
The establishment and endowment of the Carnegie Institution of Washington be-
_-~-Spoke. dts. henefactor's philosophy of life. The institution was chartered 'to
‘ encourage in the brdadest and most liberal manner investigation, research and
discovery an@®#i&*hgplication of knowledge to the improvement of mankind."
“Carnegie cho¥euDamidl Goit Gilman, the recently retired president of Johns
‘Hopkins University, |to administer the institution.
Bealivnd pindaiped |
. . The contributions of the Carnegie Institution of Washington have been varied.
; Sarnegie himself took the most pride in the Mount Wilson Observatory. Other
“ natural sciencé déphrtments worked in the fields of geophysics, plant biology,
embryology, and genetics. The Department of Historical Research, under the
direction of J. Franklin Jameson, the editor of the American Historical Review,
enable American historians to readily locate essential archival materials.
Today, the institution has limited its activities to basic research in the
physical and biological sciences, trying to avoid duplicating the work of any
other institutions.

History from original Historic Sites Survey report by Steven Lewis, 1964.
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As seen on the enclosed plat map, the boundary of the Carnegie Institution

national historic landmark, beginning at the southeast corner of the inter-

section of 16th and "P" Streets. N.W., follows the south curb of "P" St. in an
easterly direction for about 200 feet; thence south along the property line for

about 100 feet; thence west for about 100 feet; thence south for about 65 feet; thence
west for about 100 feet along the property line and then to the curb of 16th St.;
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