The Creative Edge, Part 1: Discover the Power of Creativity
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The Creative Edge 
Part 1:  Discover the Power of Creativity

OVERVIEW

Most people settle to be like everyone else or do what others have already done.  Yet the amazing God we serve is loaded with creative ideas, answers, and solutions for situations at work, school, and home.  He has antidotes for sick relationships, solutions for parenting, and shortcuts to save you time, energy and money. This three part series will impact every area of your life as you discover how to tap into the incredible resources and creativity of God for everyday living.
RATING
Adults and Teenagers

GET READY

1. You will need a glass jar with a lid.  Sprinkle some pepper in the bottom to resemble fleas.

2. Buy a rearview mirror for a car.
MESSAGE OPENING
1. Today we begin a three part series called The Creative Edge.

2. [Pull out glass jar.]

3. How many of you have heard that if you put fleas in a jar they would eventually get tired of hitting the lid and stop jumping?  My dog _______________ (insert name of dog) has had a recent flea problem so I decided to give it a try, you know, kind of like the show Myth Busters.

4. [Take off the lid.]
5. They say that if you take off the lid they will not jump out of the jar.  Hmm, it doesn’t appear that they are.  [Now fumble the jar and let it go to the ground.]
6. Sorry about that.

7. The fleas represent us as humans in so many ways.  At some point in our life we were told, “You can’t do that,” or “You’ll never amount to anything.”  If we hear those things often enough, we begin to believe them and soon we forget how to jump.

8. We get comfortable, accept the status quo, and stop trying.

9. We are creatures of habit.

10. “We’ve always done it this way.”

11. I’m convinced there are incredible ideas right at our fingertips if we will tap into God.
12. [Imitate itching and slapping at fleas.  Option:  Then act like you catch one and eat it.]
God wants us to unleash his creative force:

· In our homes & relationships.
· To prosper and bless us.
· At our jobs.
· Within the church.
· To reach our community for Christ.

In 1870, a Bishop was speaking at a church service and said the following,  “The millennium is at hand.  Man has invented everything that can be invented.  He has done all he can do.”  These words were challenged by the presiding officer, who suggested that a great invention would be made within the next 50 years.  The Bishop asked him to name such an invention.  The reply was, “I think man will learn to fly.”  The Bishop replied that this was blasphemy.  “Don’t you know that flight is reserved for angels?”  The Bishop was Milton Wright, father of Orville and Wilbur.

Charles H. Duell, U.S. Patent Commissioner 1899 - "Everything that can be invented has been invented." Remember this was 1899 which was before automobiles, refrigerators, not to mention computers and the internet.
Robert Millikan (1923 Nobel Prize winner in physics) said, "There is no likelihood that man can ever tap the power of the atom."

THE POWER OF CREATIVITY

1. Creativity is the antidote to mediocre, complacent, and apathetic living.
a. How can we do things easier, quicker, and more cost efficient?
b. One creative idea could launch you forward in your business or career.

c. One creative idea could be the key to reviving your marriage or a broken relationship.
2.  We need to stretch ourselves to God’s level of doing things.  [Read  Ephesians 3:20-21]
NIV:  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

The Greek word for power is “Dunamis” which means, a miraculous power or force.
NKJV:  “exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think,” 

Message:  God can do anything you know- far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams!  He does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us.

Amplified:  “. . . do superabundantly, far over and above all that we dare ask or think. . .”

LIVING:  Now glory be to God who by his mighty power at work within us is able to do far more than we would ever dare to as or even dream of – infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes.  May be given glory forever and ever through endless ages because of his master plan of salvation for the church through Jesus Christ.

3. We serve a big God with big ideas and unlimited resources.

a. Let’s look at what I believe were some of the great inventions over time.

· Printing Press – Johannes Gutenberg

· France Blaise Pascal – invented the adding machine

· 1769 James Watt  - steam engine

· Levi Strauss invented first blue jeans
· Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone in 1876.
· In 1879 Thomas Edison invented the light bulb.
· Wilbur & Orville Wright – airplane

· Microwave was invented in 1946.
· Rubik’s Cube was invented in 1974 by the Hungarian professor of architecture Ernö Rubik and sold millions.
· And in 1975, the Pet Rock was invented.
b. Today’s generation cannot imagine a world without cell phones.  And it wasn’t that many years ago that nobody had a cell phone, or even call waiting on their home phone.  

c. Our world is forever changing and the way we stay ahead or “in the game,” is to walk in the power of creativity.

d. We need to think bigger, DREAM bigger, Imagine Bigger
e. We have the Creator of the Heavens and the universe living on the inside of us waiting to teach, guide, help, and train us for success in every area of life.
f. I dare you to dream bigger!
WHAT CREATIVITY DOES   (GENESIS 1-3)
1.   It breaks the past.
a. It takes things which are null and void and makes them beautiful, abundant, rich, flourishing, full of life, energy and excitement.   
b. [Read Genesis 1:2-19]
c. [Example: Pull out the rearview mirror and try to look behind you.]
d. This is the way many people drive through life – looking in their rearview mirror.

e. The greatest hindrance to moving forward is people who only look at the past or the present.

f. Many say, “We’ve always done it this way before.”
g. In 1994 Pizza Hut introduced a new way to eat pizza.  Can anyone tell me what they did?  It changed the way America ate pizza.  Yes, it was stuffed crust pizza!  They took the part of the pizza that most people throw away and made it the most desirable so people would actually eat it first.
h. What have we been missing in reaching people for Christ?  What is the idea that will change the way people do church, or think about church?
i. Example Dean’s story or insert your own:  One year 12 days before Christmas my wife brought a small gift out for me to open.  The next day she did the same thing and said that it would be this way each day until Christmas morning.  This made Christmas completely different that year and I’ve never forgotten it.
2. It brings light and illumination to a darkened situation.

a. Genesis 1:3  And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.  NIV
b. Our entire perspective changes in the light.  

c. Example:  Have you ever dressed in the dark, early in the morning, only to discover (after you are already at work or school) that in the light you have a stain on your shirt?
d. Has anyone ever stubbed your toe or stepped on a toy while walking barefoot through your house in the dark?

e. The light helps us see things more clearly!

f. Turn the light on to dead business plans and tired programs.
g. Our kids may have learning disabilities but we have the creative learning director, Jesus.
h. Creativity can shed an entirely new perspective on your life, relationships, and career.
i. Example Dean’s story or insert your own:  When one of my daughters was three years old, she went through a stage of continually disobeying regardless of the consequences.  I told my wife we had to get creative.  So I explained to my daughter that if she chose to disobey again I would put her favorite stuffed animal, Barney (the purple dinosaur), on the refrigerator for one whole day.  I asked her if she understood and she assured me that she did.  Well, eventually she disobeyed and off Barney went to the top of the refrigerator.  I’m sure the neighbors thought I was skinning her alive by the screams of terror.  Her self control and behavior improved greatly after that incident.  I had found a creative way to bring discipline into her life.
3.  It breeds variety, diversity and innovation.
a. Read Genesis 1:21-25.
b. God has called us to be different, unique, and original!
c. I get inspired with creativity every time I take my kids to the local Zoo. 
d. I love to sit and look at the wide variety and often weird-looking animals.  
e. Many times I ask God, “What were you thinking when you made that?”  I can only picture a colorful Play Dough set where God was able to create as only He can.
· A baboon with the neon colored butt
· A giraffe with the extended neck version
· A hippo with the short legs and enormous body
· A horse, but then the deluxe striped model, the zebra. 
f. When we tap into the creativity of the Holy Spirit, He will give us ideas which are outside the box of “normal.”
4.  It breathes life.  Genesis 2:7
a. We have God's Spirit living on the inside of us.  
b. We can breathe fresh air into tired programs.
c. We can pump up the flat relationships.
d. And give CPR to our jobs.  
e. All of this is possible if we will draw upon the Creator who indwells us.  
f. Paul said in I Corinthians 12:10 " . . .For when I am weak, then I am strong." 
5.  It births victory.

a. When a God-inspired creative idea comes, victory is sure to follow.  
b. The battle plans for Joshua to take the city of Jericho broke every law of battle engagement.  The plan:  Simply walk around the walls for six days one time and on the seventh day walk around it seven times.  His generals had to be wondering what and how God was going to pull this off.
c. Gideon and only 300 men with lanterns, trumpets, and clay pots wipe out an army of thousands!   Why?  With some creativity, 300 men looked and sounded like tens of thousands.  The Midianites began to kill each other in their confusion.
CLOSE
1. I dare you to start thinking bigger this week.
2. I challenge you to take the lid off [hold up the jar] and turn your world of average upside down.  [Turn the jar upside down.]
3. Begin to pray and ask God for creative ideas at work, in school, in your relationships, and in your personal life.

4. One creative idea could restore a marriage.

5. One creative idea can make you thousands of dollars.

6. Go for it!
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