The Creative Edge, Part 3:  Unleashing the Creativity Within
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The Creative Edge  
Part 3: Unleashing the Creativity Within
OVERVIEW
Most people settle to be like everyone else or do what others have already done.  Yet the amazing God we serve is loaded with creative ideas, answers, and solutions for situations at work, school, and home.  He has antidotes for sick relationships, solutions for parenting, and shortcuts to save you time, energy and money. This three part series will impact every area of your life as you discover how to tap into the incredible resources and creativity of God for everyday living.

RATING

Adults and Teenagers
GET READY
No preparation needed.
MESSAGE OPENING
1. Today we conclude our series on The Creative Edge with part three which is called, “Unleashing the Creativity Within.”

2. What does it take to unleash the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives so creativity can operate through us in every day life?

3. Let‘s read our foundation scripture once again.

4. Ephesians 3:20-21  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.   NIV

· NKJV:   Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

· Message:  God can do anything you know- far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams!  

· Amplified:  “. . . do superabundantly, far over and above all that we dare ask or think. . .”

· LIVING:  Now glory be to God who by his mighty power at work within us is able to do far more than we would ever dare to as or even dream of – infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes.  May be given glory forever and ever through endless ages because of his master plan of salvation for the church through Jesus Christ.
5. How many of you could use a little extra creativity in your life?  How many of you are facing a situation that you’re just not sure what to do?
6. Hopefully these simple five steps will set you on course. 
WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO UNLEASH CREATIVITY?
1.  It takes time.
a. Sometimes you can’t just microwave an idea.

b. We have to spend time with the Creator to be creative!

· Ideas blossom when you spend time with the Father

b. Adam was responsible to name all of the animals  (Genesis 2:19)

c. Example:  When we spend time in the SUN, our physical countenance is changed.  When we spend time with the SON, our spiritual countenance will be changed.
d.  It takes time in prayer and meditation.

e. Incredible ideas are born and bathed in prayer.

f. Joshua 1:8  Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.  NIV
g. Read Psalms 119:97-105.     
· I meditate on it all day long. . . make me wiser than my enemies. . . I have more insight than all my teachers. . . I have more understanding than the elders,  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. NIV
2.  It takes faith.

a. What are you believing, expecting, anticipating to receive from God?
b. Never say, “Never!”  “I’m just not that kind of creative person.”  When you say this, you deny the power and presence of God within you.
c. Step out of the boat and go for it.

d. Without faith it is impossible to please God.  (Hebrews 11:6)

e. Hebrews 11:3  By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.   NKJV
f. Hebrews 11:3  By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  NIV
g. Change your words to, “There is a creative solution to this situation I’m going to find it!”
3.  It takes the removal of limitations and boundaries.

a. We serve an unlimited God with unlimited resources and ideas.

b. Seeing God as unlimited will take Him out of the box!
c. Take the lid off, think bigger.
d. Remember our foundation scripture Ephesians 3:20-21  . . .Able to do exceedingly, abundantly above all we could ask or think.
e. When we dream as big as we can we don’t even come close to reaching God’s potential.
4.  It takes planning, preparation, and development of an idea.

a. God did not create everything "on a whim" one day.
b. Someone once said, “Following the plan of least resistance is what makes people and rivers crooked. People seldom drift to success.”
c. If we want to reach our community – no two ways around it – it is going to take some definite planning and preparation. 
d. As we develop an idea it goes from a good idea, to a great idea, which results in a God idea.
5.  It takes work!

a. Creation is the birth of something new.

b. How many ladies will testify that the creation of a new life takes some work?  Some pretty intense labor?
c. If it was easy everyone would take this path.
d. Being the best takes work.
e. Successful people make themselves do what they don’t enjoy doing.
f. Everyone wants the blessings but few are willing to put forth the effort.
CLOSE 
1. God has creative ideas He is waiting to give you.

2. Spend some extra time this week to bask in His presence and draw upon His life and creativity.

3. [Close in prayer for God’s creative power in people’s lives, jobs, relationships, school, problem solving, finances, etc.]
PAGE  
3
h2oSermonSource.com
Volume 12, Sermon 3

