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The Creative Edge  
Part 2: Living on the Creative Side of Life
OVERVIEW
Most people settle to be like everyone else or do what others have already done.  Yet the amazing God we serve is loaded with creative ideas, answers, and solutions for situations at work, school, and home.  He has antidotes for sick relationships, solutions for parenting, and shortcuts to save you time, energy and money. This three part series will impact every area of your life as you discover how to tap into the incredible resources and creativity of God for everyday living.

RATING

Adults and Teenagers
GET READY
You will need a clam and a pearl necklace.
MESSAGE OPENING
1. Today we begin part 2 of our series The Creative Edge, Living on the Creative Side of Life. 

2. Let’s once again read Ephesians 3:20-21  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.   NIV

NKJV:   Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

Message:  God can do anything you know- far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams!  

Amplified:  “. . . do superabundantly, far over and above all that we dare ask or think. . .”

LIVING:  Now glory be to God who by his mighty power at work within us is able to do far more than we would ever dare to as or even dream of – infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes.  May be given glory forever and ever through endless ages because of his master plan of salvation for the church through Jesus Christ.
3. So how do we tap into the power of creativity in our every day life?  Let’s look at some ways to accomplish it.

LIVING ON THE CREATIVE SIDE OF LIFE
1.  We use something ordinary to create something extraordinary.

a. What did God use to make man?  Gold?  Rubies?  Crystals?

b. God made man from dirt! (Genesis 2:7)  That is as ordinary as you can get!  

c. We think we have to have this massive budget to be successful.  
d. It doesn't take big money, it takes creativity.
e. [Example: Hold up the pearl necklace, then the clam.]   God created these beautiful pearls from one of the ugliest, lowest life forms on the planet. He used something ordinary to produce something amazing.
f.  [Example:  As a youth pastor many years ago, I hosted a pool party.  But I wanted to spice it up, so I got $50 in change and covered the bottom of the pool and we played Diving for Dollars.  Then we divided into teams and had a Wet Sweatshirt Contest (it isn’t what you think, it was more of a relay).  The first person on each team put on a sweatshirt, dove in and swam the full length of the pool, got out and the rest of the team had to help get the wet sweatshirt from one team member to the other.  We had a Gold Fish Hunt (they don’t survive long in chlorinated water, but they are hard to catch at first).  Last we did an Ice Burg Relay where each team had to melt a large block of ice.  A normal teen pool party can be quite ordinary!  But we made it extraordinary.  The teenagers talked about it for months.
2.  We see beyond the present to a desired result or idea.

a. Genesis 1:2 says "The Earth was void and without form.” 
b. The church/youth ministry translation would say, “The building was drab and boring.” 

c. What could we do to bring new life and luster to this place?
d. Can you see your marriage healthy and full of love?  

e. Students can you see your report card with all A’s?  

f. If we can’t get a vision for it happening in our lives, it probably never will.
3.  We are not content!  We are always looking for ways to add, improve, enhance and upgrade a situation or idea..

a. Creativity is a progression.  God didn't do it all in one day, so quit trying to beat God.  
b. Where most of us make the mistake is we get a project finished, a new ministry area started, or an annual event going and we keep it exactly the same month after month, year after year.  
c. Traditions are GOOD when each year they are improved or enhanced.  They go downhill when we become content and don't upgrade them.

d. Many people are stopped in their tracks by the lie:  “There’s nothing NEW we can do?”

e. A body of water will only become stagnate when it has no movement or fresh water coming into it!  So, stir the pot and put movement back into your ideas.
f. Most people don't like change.  But constant change is going to be the only way to keep our church/ youth ministry fresh.

4.  We never reject a thought or idea no matter how ridiculous it seems.

a. Too often great ideas are shot down before they had a chance to take off.

b. [Share a personal story of a crazy idea in your life that you pursued and it worked out.]

c. [Read the following story.]   
Many years ago, there were two friends who were out for a drive in the country.  They drove off of the main road, through a grove of trees, and then into a large uninhabited expanse of land.  There were a few horses grazing nearby and a couple of old shacks that still stood on the empty land.  Walter, who was driving the car, got out and began to describe in vivid detail the wonderful things he wanted to build there. He wanted his friend Arthur to buy some of the surrounding land so he could also participate in the investment by getting in on the ground floor.  Arthur thought to himself—“Who is going to drive 25 miles out into the country for this crazy project of Walters’?”  
Walter continued to explain to his friend that he could handle the main project himself, but that it would take all of the money he had.  Walter told Arthur that in just a few years the land surrounding his project would be filled with hotels, restaurants, and convention halls to accommodate all of the people who would be coming to spend their entire vacation here at Walter’s Park. He told Arthur that he wanted him to have first chance at this surrounding acreage because in the next five years it will increase in value sever hundred times.   "What could I say? I knew he was wrong," Arthur tells the story today. "I knew that he had let this dream get the best of his common sense, so I mumbled something about a tight-money situation and promised I would look into the whole thing a little later on."  "Later on will be too late," Walter cautioned Arthur as they walked back to the car. "You'd better move on it right now."  And so, Art Linkletter turned down the opportunity to buy up all the land that surrounded what was to become Disneyland. His friend Walt Disney tried to talk him into it but Art thought he was crazy. 

5.  We will go to any extreme to get a creative idea.

a. We must bum, borrow, buy, or bust to get a creative idea.

b. Seek out someone who is doing something great and apply it to your life.
c. Or better yet, take a great idea and improve it to become an over the top idea.
6.  We are contagious and inspire others with the creative power of God.
a. God, Jesus, Holy Spirit worked together to create the Universe.
b. Creative people surround themselves with other creative people.
c. Don't be afraid or intimidated of someone on your team getting a good idea.
d. Feed and grow ideas together.  Many times we are only seeing part of the big idea.
e. Take a good idea to a great idea!
CLOSE 
1. Look around you this week.  The answer or idea you need might be right there under your nose. 
2. Except now you are looking through the eyes of creativity.  Something normal could become the abnormal idea your looking for. 

3.  [Close in prayer for God to open our eyes to see as He sees.]
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