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From: Rick
To: IELTS Prep Group
Subj:	 IELTS Reading lesson 10

Lesson Objective
The student shall be able to use “power words” as part of their oral vocabulary, speak and comprehend both social and business language and demonstrate effective oral communication skills

Section One
Synonyms

Evaluation Criteria
· Ability to understand idioms used in the English language

	IDIOMS
	DEFINTIONS

	A. BACK TO SQUARE ONE, GO
	1. NAVIE ABOUT SOMETHING

	B. BAD BLOOD
	2. TO HAVE MIXED OR INCONSISTENT FEELINGS ABOUT SOMETHING

	C. BACKHANDED COMPLIMENT
	3. RETURN TO THE BEGINNING

	D. BEAT A DEAD HORSE
	4. NEGATIVE OR ILL FEELINGS

	E. BEND (SOMEONE’S) EAR
	5. A CRITICISM THAT IS PHRASED IN SUCH A WAY THAT IT APPEARS TO BE A COMPLIMENT

	F. BIG CHEESE
	6. A PERSON WHO IS CONSIDERED IMPORTANT PRIMARILY BECAUSE THE PLACE OR SETTING IS SMALL

	G. BIG FISH IN A SMALL POND
	7. AN IMPORTANT, POWERFUL OR INFLUENTIAL PERSON

	H. BIRD’S-EYE VIEW
	8. TO TALK TO SOMEONE FOR A LONG TIME

	I. BLOW OFF STEAM
	9. TO EXPRESS ONE’S ANGER, USUALLY NOISILY AND HARMLESSLY, THEREBY RELIEVING ONE’S TENSION

	J. BLOW (ONE’S) STACK
	10. TO ARGUE OR PURSUE A POINT OR TOPIC WITHOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCCESS

	K. RUN HOT AND COLD
	11. TO BECOME SUDDENLY VERY ANGRY

	L. BORN YESTERDAY
	12. A BROAD VIEW OR OVERVIEW OF SOMETHING OR SOMEPLACE






Section Two
Speaking and Listening comprehension skills.

Evaluation Criteria
· Ability to both effectively speak and comprehend in a social or business environment.


LIMERICKS
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VIIL There was a young bard of St. Anne
‘Whose limericks never would scan;
When they said it was so,
He replied: “Yes, I know,
But I make a rule of always trying to get just
as many words into the last line as |

possibly can.”

IX. A decrepit old gasman, named Peter.
While hunting around his gas heater.
Touched a leak with his light;
He rose out of sight —
And as everyone who knows anything
about poetry can tell you
he also ruined the meter.

X. A groundhog who lived in St. Paul
Was the laziest groundhog of all.
On the second of Feb

He stayed in his bed,
And spring didn't come undil falll

NOTE: According to legend, the groundhog (x small hibernating animal, also called “woodchuck’) comes out of his hole
on February 2. Ifthe day is cloudy, he stays out and spring is “just around the corner” If the day is sunny and he sees his
shadow; he’sfrightened back into his hole; and there will be another six months of winter. . Paul, Minnesota is known
for its long winters, and groundhog watchers there might especially hope for an carly spring.
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Aesop s fables

Sour Grares

A fox, who hadn't had a square meal in days, slipped into a vineyard one morning.
He saw a juicy, ripe bunch of grapes hanging from a vine overhead. He jumped for
them, but they were just out of reach. “Oh, well” he panted. “Those grapes were
probably sour, anyway.”

2. Tue Stupip DoNkey

A hungry lion slipped out of the forest into a barnyard one evening. When he saw

a plump donkey, his mouth began to water. But just as he was ready to jump on

the donkey, a rooster crowed. He was frightened, and so turned away into the forest
again. “Hey, look at that cowardly lion,” the donkey brayed to the rooster. “I'm going
t0 chase him.” And the donkey ran after the lion. “Wait!” the rooster shouted, “you
dont know that...” But it was t0o late. The lion had turned and killed the donkey.
“Ah, my poor, stupid friend,” the rooster said as he watched the lion cating the
donkey. “The lion wasn't afraid of you, but of my crowing™

3. Tue Donkey Anp TuE LioN's Skin

A donkey—not the same one as in the second story, but one just as stupid—found
a lion's skin in the forest one afternoon. He put it on and went to the barnyard to
frighten the other animals. “Hee-haw, I'm a lion,” the donkey brayed at a rooster.
“That's a pretty stupid joke,” the rooster said. “Even though you look like a lion,
anyone can tell you'e a donkey as soon as you open your mouth.”

4. Tue Dove Anp Tue Hawks

A chicken grower set a trap for hawks that had been attacking his flock. One
afiernoon he found a dove in his net. “Let me go. I’m not a hawk,” the dove begged.
The chicken grower agreed, “Maybe not. But I'm not going to let you go. You're as
bad as they are, if you'e with them. After all, birds of a fearher fock together.”

5. Tue ANT AND THE GRASSHOPPER

While a grasshopper was taking it casy in the shade one hot summer's day, an ant
struggled in the sun with a grain of rice that he was carrying out to his nest. “Hey,
Mister Ant,” the grasshopper said. “Why don' you take it casy, like me? You can
work tomorrow.” The ant paused. “I'm saving up food now for the cold winter ahead,
and if you know what's good for you, you'll do the same,” he said. Three or four
‘months later, winter came and it was very cold. While the an was snug in his nest,
the starving grasshopper shivered under a pile of dead leaves and wished that hed
paid attention to the ant’s advice.
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limericks

and fifih lines thyme with cach other and the third and fourch lines, shorter
form, make up a rhymed couplet. The thyme scheme can be represented
by the formula aabba.

| imericks are light, nonsensical verses of five lines in which the first, second,

‘Though we know that limericks arc named after the city ot county in Ireland,
we do not have a clear idea as to why they are so named. One theory is that the
name comes from a group of pocts who wrote in Limerick, Ireland in the 18¢h

century. Another attributes the name to a party game of making up a nonsense
verse and following it with a chorus of “Will you come up to Limerick” The
first limericks appeared in books published in 1820 and 1821, and the form was
popularized by Edward Lear in a collection published in 1846.

Teacuie Tecuniques. Limericks, like poems, can be used in a reader’s theater
approach to give students the chance to playfully interpret a passage in a mock-
dramaric oral recitation. In preparing your students to present the limericks
included in this scction, use the following guidelines suggested by John Barry in
the January 1977 issue of the Forum:

1. Speak so that every word is heard.
2. Vary the speed of presentation.

3. Vary the tone of voice to fit the meaning of the message. (Some
parts may be neutral in tone, some joking, some mock-serious.)

4. Vary the volume of voice.

5. Decide what the emphatic words are and emphasize them.

6. Pause in appropriate places. (Do not be afraid to keep the
audience waiting; give them time to ponder what has been said
and to speculate about what is to come.) Pause before emphatic
words, before and afier direct specch, and before any kind of
climax.

7. Do not recite mechanically, or exaggerate the thythm of the
poem.

8. Do not pause automarically at the end of lines if the meaning,
does not require.
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There was a young fellow named Hall,

‘Who fell in the spring in the fall;
“Twould have been a sad thing
Ifhed died in the spring.

But he didn't — he died in the fall.

There was an old fellow of Lyme

Who martied three wives at one time.
When asked, “Why the third?”

He explained, “One’s absurd,

And bigamy, sir is a crime.”

There was a young lady of Lynn
Who was so uncommonly thin
That when she essayed
To drink lemonade,
She slipped through the straw and fel in.

There was a young lady of Bygur

Who went for a ride on a tiger;
They returned from the ride
With the lady inside,

And a smile on the face of the tiger.

There was a young lady named Bright
Whose speed was far faster than light.

She set out one day

Ina relarive way,

And returned home the previous night.

There was a young girl, a sweet lamb,
Who smiled as she entered a tram.
After she had embarked,

The conductor remarked,
“Your fare.” And she said, “Yes 1 am.”

An indolent vicar of Bray
His roses allowed to decay.
His wife, more alert,
Bought a powerful squirt
And said to her spouse, “Let us Spray”
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