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SOUL MAN

PART 6 – SOUL BROTHER

The Problem:  Many people want to reap a harvest where they have not sown any seed.

Why Can’t We be friends?
Proverbs 18:24 Some friends play at friendship but a true friend sticks closer than one’s nearest kin.  (NRSV)
Three Levels of Friendships

1. Casual 
2. Close 

3. Covenant 
Turn in your Bibles to John 15:9-17

V. 9-10  “As the father has loved me, so I have loved you.  Now remain in my love” V. 10 If you obey my commands you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love.

1. We live a life that honors God.  
V 11  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
2. We encourage others and we infuse joy.
V. 12  “Love each other as I loved you.”

3. We love unconditionally. 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8  A friend suffers long and is kind; a friend does not envy; a friend does not parade himself, he is not puffed up; 5 he does not behave rudely, he does not seek his own, he is not provoked, he thinks no evil; 6 he does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 A friend bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 A friend never fails.

V 13  Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

4. We make sacrifices. 
V. 15  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.
5. We are transparent and help others succeed.  
a. Proverbs 11:13  A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy man keeps a secret.  NIV

b. “A gossip tells everything, but a true friend will keep a secret.”  CEV

V. 16   You did not choose me, but I chose you!
6. We pursue others. 
V. 16b  I appointed you to go and bear fruit-fruit that will last.

7. We are loyal through the good, the bad, and the ugly.

