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Soul Man
Part 1: The Mother Load


Welcome

The Eddleman Financial Services of Fairfax, Virginia Completed a national study of the worth of the mother based it on the average U.S. salary.

The study reports that since mothers wear many hats, since a mother is on duty 24-hours a day - The typical mother deserves a full time salary for 17 positions

Based on this conclusion and on U.S. average salaries - They said American mothers should be paid $508,700 a year.

You deserve it!!!

	You’re not going to get it – but you deserve it.

Proverbs 31:28-29  “Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: “Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all.”

Women have a God given ability to handle a lot!
WOMEN are heroes in our home, marriage, families!


1 Thessalonians 5:23
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.


3 Realities When We Face the Mother Load...
· Sometimes we take on TOO MUCH.

EX:  Weights – physical = emotional
Many of us are guilty of taking on too much 

MOM – works, pays the bills, cooks dinner, finishes her – I’m mean her kids school projects.

Dads – pressure to provide/succeed/Your job.

Kids – care of parents who are ill.

Friends dump all problems.

· Sometimes we hold it TOO LONG.

We become a pack rat and hoarder – cares and worries.

LET GO!


· Sometimes we try to carry it ALONE.

You weren’t designed to handle it alone - Men do this a lot!

“I got it!”  “I can do it myself.”  PRIDE – we refuse help from others.

Plan of the enemy to use it against us in an attempt to cause us to fall or stumble.

Loading Zone  (Flags from Thrift)

We start looking like one of those oversized trucks.
Flags everywhere – need a lot of room.

· Let’s first find out where it comes from – the loading zone.

Where does the load come from?

· The PAIN of yesterday.

Haven’t had an offload of it!  EX:  Weights

Jeremiah 6:14  “They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. ‘Peace, peace,’ they say, when there is no peace.”

· The PROBLEMS of today.

Luke 21:34  “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap.”


· The PRESSURES of tomorrow.

Uncertainty – anxiety about the future

Matthew 6:34  “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”

All of us come into life with a certain level of expectation.

Proverbs 13:12  “Hope deferred makes the heart sick!”

Jesus’ very first miracle was not a healing of the physical, but internal...emotional.

Today we’re going to look at the first miracle Jesus performed.

John 2:1-3  “On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.  When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, ‘They have no more wine.’”

Weddings are tough, stressful, & emotional – because of high expectations.

Jesus’ 1st miracle takes place when people’s expectations are high!

There is a Jewish saying – “Without wine, there is no joy.”

Jesus’ first miracle touches real disease – greater sickness.

This message dedicated to those – whose life is less than expected.

3 things to do ANY time you are overloaded and feel messed up...

So what can I do?

1. Do what Jesus SAYS TO DO.

When I’m messed up emotionally - I can’t trust me!

John 2:5  “His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’”

Mary had been around Jesus long enough to know this…
	I don’t know how He’s going to do it – but it’ll be weird.

Don’t analyze it – don’t theologize it – just do it.

Isaiah 55:8-9 LB  “This plan of mine is not what you would work out, neither are my thoughts the same as yours!  For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than yours, and my thoughts than yours.”

God’s not looking for you to understand Him - He’s looking for obedience.

2.   Focus on what God wants to do IN YOU.

John 2:6  “Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.”

Jesus took the opportunity to solve the problem & teach a truth.

Totally unrelated to the original problem.

He took something known for external ceremonial cleansing - Shows how He wants to bring life to dead religion

Jesus put Wine-JOY into dead religion.
He met their need AND gave them joy!

Romans 5:3-4  “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.”

Here’s some great advice
· When you’re trusting for a miracle – and its taking a long time
· Don’t pray – “why are you taking so long”
· Say – “what do you want me to learn – I’m all ears.”

Some of us are delaying God’s response because we won’t learn the lesson!

Now here’s the last one...Lets continue the story!

John 2:8-10  “Then he told them, ‘Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.’  They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew.  Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”

For those who just want a little relief...

3. Expect the BEST.

Let’s not doubt our God – but believe the best about Him
	
	Raise your level of hope!

MEMORY VERSE -
Mark 10:27  “Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.’”   

CLOSE

1. Prayer for all the MOTHER’S HERE.
2. They carry a load like no other.
3. Pound for pound – they’re stronger than most men.




