
PERSONAL NOTES
SOUL MAN
PART 6:  SOUL BROTHER

OPEN

1. In our last part of this series - One of the greatest lacking elements in our culture today is true, authentic, friendship!!

2. It is a lost art.
3. People are running around asking this question:
Audio Clip:  Why Can’t We be friends?
The Problem:  Many people want to reap a harvest where they have not sown any seed.

They want friends, need friends, 
Unwilling to make the investment of time, money, resources, and energy to develop true friendships.

THE ROAD – Become the friend you want others to be to you.  Whatever a man sows…
Proverbs 18:24 (NRSV) Some friends play at friendship but a true friend sticks closer than one’s nearest kin.

JESUS – MODEL
FOUR Levels of Friendships
1. Casual – hung out with the 70, fed the 5000 & 4000  Crowd / sinners / world  CHURCH
2. Close – 12 disciples - Lived and shared life together.  Connection group
3. Covenant – 3 -- Peter James & John  (Mt. Transfiguration, Raise the dead girl,  Do life together)
4. Confidant - one to whom secrets are entrusted; 1 -- Best Friend – John (Mother – son, Son – Mother)

TURN IN YOUR BIBLES to John 15:9-17

BECOMING A GENUINE FRIEND 

Verse 9  “As the father has loved me, so I have loved you.  Now remain in my love” V. 10 If you obey my commands you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love.

1. We live a life that honors God.  
a. The motive and inspiration of Christ’s love for us was due to His relationship with his Father.
b. We pursue God.   Obey God – live His Word.
c. Our vertical relationship has a tremendous influence on our horizontal relationships.
d. If you struggle to love and get along with people – you have to spend more time with our Heavenly Father.
e. If His love gets in you – it will revolutionize your relationships (marriage, kids, co-workers, and friendships, etc…)
V 11  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
2. We encourage others and we infuse joy. 
a. True friendship is about helping others be happy.

b. What will make them happy?

c. What will bring joy to their life?

d. Are people better off when they are around you?

e. (FROWN)  “I am happy”   If you’re happy notify your face.
f. Fake joy is better than real depression.
V. 12  “Love each other as I loved you.”
3. We love unconditionally.  (V.12)
Our entire universe operates on a conditional love system.
1 Corinthians 13:4-8  A friend suffers long and is kind; a friend does not envy; a friend does not parade himself, he is not puffed up; 5 he does not behave rudely, he does not seek his own, he is not provoked, he thinks no evil; 6 he does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 A friend bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 A friend never fails.

V 13  Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.
4. We make sacrifices.  (V.13)
a. Putting others first, me second.
b. Everybody wants friends – but it’s through sacrifice you will gain friends.
c. Jesus’ life wasn’t just about the one and final sacrifice on the cross – it was his lifestyle.
d. Surrendering time to go help a friend move.
e. Offering to baby sit their kids.

f. Helping with a project at their house.

g. Sacrificing my desires for yours.  
h. When going out to eat with friends:  “Where do you guys want to go out to eat?”

V. 15  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.
5. We are transparent and help others succeed. V. 15
a. It’s about being vulnerable (willingness to be hurt) to share the REAL part of you.
b. JESUS WEPT!
c. He was not embarrassed to give them insight into the pain and challenges He was facing.
d. He knew they would still respect Him even when they saw the real person.
e. You should be totally open and able to share your deepest feelings, concerns, or victories with your Covenant Friends.

f. JESUS ---- Sharing what you know to help others succeed.
V. 16a  You did not choose me, but I chose you!
6. We pursue others.  
a. Take the step to initiate and connect.  
b. So many people are passive in building and connecting with friends.

v. 16 b  “appointed you to go and bear fruit-fruit that will last.”
7. We must be loyal through the good, the bad, and the ugly.
a. EX:  Craig Taylor – Friends for 25 years
b. I approach every relationship as though it is for eternity.
c. Be that friend that never gives up on somebody!

d. One of my greatest disappointments in life is when someone I esteemed as a friend severs the relationship and attempts to restore fellowship are rejected.

e. The very best investment you will ever make in life will not be a financial one, but rather the investment made in relationships. 
f. Proverbs 18:24 says, “A man who has friends must himself be friendly…”

CLOSE - DH
Challenge questions:

1. When is the last time you picked up the phone and invited someone over for dinner, dessert, coffee, game night?
2. When is the last time you reached out to introduce yourself to someone you don’t know?
3. When is the last time you initiated contact with an individual.  Made a phone call, dropped an email.
4. When is the last time you spent more than 5 minutes in prayer for someone other than your family.


