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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lockkeeper's House of the C & O Canal Extension is a rectangular
one and a half story building, 30' wide and 18' deep. The Lockkeeper's
House was originally two and a half stories high but,when the canal,
which has become virtually an open sewer, was filled in for sanitary
reasons, the area around the structure was filled to such an extent

as to reduce its height to the present one and a half stories. The
Lockkeeper's House was originally approximately 40' west and 10'

north of the present location but was moved in the early 1930's when
17th Street was widened.

The Lockkeeper's House is constructed of field stone with a shingled
roof and stone chimney at either side of the structure. The building
is symmetrically designed in the Federal Style with a central doorway
flanked by two windows directly below two dormers in the shingled roof,
This facade is repeated at the rear of the building. Each window had
sandstone sills. The front and rear doors measure 7' 1-1/2" in height
and 3' 4-1/2" in width, with a granite step. Since its move to the
present site on Constitution Avenue, the former Lockkeeper's House has
been altered inside to accomodate its present function as a publlc com-
fort station and park maintenance area,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lockkeeper's House, on the Southwest corner of 17th Street and Constitu-
tion Avenue, N.W., is the only remnant of the C & O Canal extension. The
structure was built(1832-1833)as the house for the Lockkeeper of the Canal,
who collected the tolls and kept the records of commerce on the canal.

The C & O Canal extension was built between 1832 and 1833 to connect the
Washington City Canal with the C & O Canal. The Washington City Canal was
first proposed by Pierre L'Enfant in his plan for the Capital and was opened
in 1815. It served as a major commercial thoroughfare connecting the
Potomac River and Northwest Washington with the Anacostia River and the
southern section of the city.

In addition to the Washington City Canal the founders of Washington also
envisioned a major canal connecting the city with the fertile Ohio Valley,
Construction of such a canal, the Chesapeake and Ohio, began in 1828,
Washingtonians, however, were fearful that Georgetown, not the City of
Washington, would benefit from the expected canal commerce, as the C & 0's
proposed eastern terminus was Georgetown. The City of Washington had sub-
scribed to one million dollars in stock in this undertaking and C & O
officialswere informed in November 1831 that they would not be paid until a
branch was constructed connecting the C & O with the Washington City Canal,
The C & O Canal was in great need of this one million dollar payment and
construction of a Washington extension quickly began. In 1833 the canal
extension connecting the C & O and Washington City Canal was completed.

""The Chesapeake and Ohio Branch,which connected the Washington City Canal
to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, started in the Rock Creek Basin of the

C and O Canal and followed along Twenty-seventh Street to Constitution
Avenue, Here it turned east and continued to Seventeenth Street, where it
joined the Washington City Canal'' (Heine, p. 23), At the junction of these
two canals, the C & O constructed the Lockeeper's House,

The canal ventures proved to be a poor investment. Railroads, not canals,
became the dominant form of transportation.in the nineteenth century., Con-
struction of the C & O canal ended in Cumberland, Maryland, in 1850, and not
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as had originally been planned.
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Furthermore, the local, Washington City Canal, was beset by problems of
poor maintenance, Work on a major improvement plan to remedy the canal's
poor condition began in 1849, but was never completed. After 1855 the
Washington City Canal ''ceased to be of any notable use for commerce. In
addition, the Washington branch of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal was
allowed to fall into decay" (Heine, pp. 20-21). After the Civil War
there were numerous proposals to revitalize the Washington City Canal,
but in the 1870's the long process of filling the canal began.

During the development of the Potomac Park in the early 1900's, the lock-
keeper's house was given to the United States and functioned for a while
as the Park Police headquarters. By 1940 Federal Office buildings began
to appear along Constitution Avenue near the Lockkeeper's House. That
year, the first floor of the structure was convertedto its present use

as a public comfort station, while the attic was used for park maintenance
storage.

The present use of the Lockkeeper's House is highly unfitting considering
that the construction of this landmark predated the construction of the
streets, offices and even landscaped grounds around it.
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