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Why in the World: Leader Guide
Session 1 To Communicate and Demonstrate

Discussion Starter

What, if anything, do you do to feel close to God? What is it about that habit, practice, or approach that makes you feel God’s presence?
Video Overview
For Session 1 of the DVD

The Gospels record an unusual conversation between Jesus and his disciples. It happened after Jesus’ resurrection. His followers were excited because they assumed he was back to stay. But Jesus told them he was going to leave them. And then he said:
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe
also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so,
would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you 
to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to 
the place where I am going.” (John 14:1-4)

The disciples were confused. They didn’t know what Jesus was talking about. More important, the idea that Jesus would leave them wasn’t in alignment with the political and cultural revolution they assumed would follow Jesus’ return. 

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” (John 14:5-7)

That is a bold and controversial statement. If you’re going to reject Christianity, that statement is why you should reject it. If anything offends you about Christianity, it should be Jesus’ claim that he is the only way to the Father. That is offensive. It is narrow.

But it was vital that Jesus made that bold, controversial, and offensive claim. He knew something about human nature: we’re inclined to try to figure out God by looking in all the wrong places.

We look to our circumstances.
We constantly try to piece together events to identify God’s activity in our lives. The problem is we’re terrible at interpreting our circumstances. We see God where we want to see him, and ignore him in other circumstances when that interpretation doesn’t fit with who we want god to be in our lives. Or we assume we know what God is up to, and then our worlds are rocked when our circumstances suddenly change. 

We look to our religious traditions.
If you were raised in a church, you have some beliefs and some thoughts about God that were ingrained in you as a child. Based on your religious tradition, you have built-in assumptions about what God values, which sins most displease him, and which he doesn’t get worked up about. Usually, God is more lenient with us that with outsiders. Others’ sins are offensive to him, while ours are no big deal. The problem is traditions systematize, customize, overemphasize, and fossilize. All traditions do this.

We look within.
The other place we look to try to figure out God is within. The problem with looking within is that it’ll only get you so far. Within is limited to what’s within. God’s bigger that whatever is within you. And here’s the other thing we know: the 16-year-old version of within is different than the 30-year-old version of within, which is different than the 65-year-old version of within. Which one is God? 

We look to nature.
Nature is great. Nature can teach us some things about God at the macro level. But the problem is like flying over a big city in a jet. The view is beautiful when you’re in the air, but the streets can be dirty and dangerous. Nature from a distance is magnificent. Nature up close can kill you. Which represents God?

We don’t have to look to our circumstances, religious traditions, within, or to nature to find out what God is like. God wants us to know him. He became one of us to communicate and demonstrate what he is like. Isn’t that powerful? It means that if you move past Jesus, you’re moving away from God. If you stop short of Jesus, you stop short of insights about God that would help you in your life and further your understanding of what God wants for you. 


Discussion Questions

1. In what ways have you seen people look in the wrong places to discover what God is like? How did it shape the ways they view God?



2. Do you tend to feel closer to God when your circumstances are good or bad? Why do you think that is the case?



3. Read John 1:14. What do you think it means that Jesus is “the Word”? What does it tell us about Jesus’ connection to God?



4. During the message, Andy said, “Jesus didn’t claim to have the best explanation of God. He claimed to be the best explanation of God.” Respond to that statement. In what ways do you find it challenging, disturbing, or offensive?



5. Talk about some of the wrong places you’ve looked to find out what God is like---religious traditions, your circumstances, nature, within yourself. What limitations did you discover in these attempts to find God?



6. [bookmark: _GoBack]At the end of the message, Andy challenged you to read the four Gospels with this question in mind: What do we learn about the Father from the Son? Which gospel will you begin with? What can this group do to help you follow through on this homework?

Moving Forward

Pick one of the Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John. Matthew has the most references to the Old Testament. Mark is the shortest. Luke is the most chronological. John is the most personal. Pick whichever one you want and begin to read it with this question in mind: What do I learn about the Father from the Son?

Changing Your Mind
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us,
and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten
from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14 NASB
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