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Dedicated to my Father,

to whom | have much to be grateful.
Though himself a staunch Protestant
Christian, yet he was liberal-minded
enough to place no obstacles in the path of
niy own Emancipation. May he, through
realization that all compounded things are
subject to dissolution, one day win his own

Freedom.
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'Let a man of intelligence come to me, who is
honest, candid, straight forward - I will instruct

him, I will teach him the Nomm,’
said the Supreme Buddha 2500 years ago.
{(Udumbarika Sihavada Sutta)
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. In that same spirit may Western peoples
seeking Wisdom find their

Liberation. v
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~ Preview
- ijedhodd

This small precious treatise, on the scientific
aspect of Buddhism in relation to modern
developments in the realm of Western Science, may
well prove to be the fore-running herald of
awakement for a planet hypnotically itnmersed in
the sleep of Ignorance. (P.25)
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In a time when the world is torn between
conflicting ideologies, when primitive beliefs are torn
from their foundations, when men despai; the
Message of the Supreme Buddha stands like a
mighty Rock unshaken by-the challenge of this
Atomic Age. (P.40) ‘
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The Buddha was not a God. There is no dei- -
fication of this great Teacher. He exhorted His

disciples to depend on themselves for their Salva-
tion, for both defilement and purity depend on

oneself. (P.102)
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To depend on others for Salvation (or liberation
from the recurring cycles of birth and death) is
negative, but to depend on oneself is positive. De-
pendence on others means surrender of one's efforts.
Hence, the saying 'the beginning of Wisdom is fear
of the Lord' has no meaning to the Buddhist. For
says the Buddha, 'wherever fear arises it ariseth in

“the fool, not in the wise man.' (P.103)
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Anatta or 'No-Soul' is the central pivot on which

the whole of the Buddha's philosophy tums. The
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belief in a permanent 'Soul' or ‘Atma’ is due to the

, deceptive data provided by the five senses. This
belief is the chief impediment to the attajnmént of
co.mpléte freedom from sorrow. (P.112)
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The teaching of ‘No-Soul' has a profound ethical
value. So long as man believes in a soul-entity, it
is impossible for him to get rid of selfishness. Hence,
the Buddha says "Wheresoever self is, virtue cannot
exist.” Banish the self-idea and altruism is replaced
on its proper ethical basis. (P.113)
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The Buddha taught mankind only what was
absolutely essential for emancipation. Even so,

He has forestalled many a scientist and philosopher
of today. (P.159)
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"Transient, alas! are all component things;

Subject are they to birth,-- and then decay:

Having gained birth to death the life flux swings;

Bliss truly dawns when unrest dies away.”
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INTRODUCTION
. . by -
The Venerable NARADA, MAHA-THERA

Cateda el

Buddhism is a moral and philosophical system
which appeals both to the masses and the intel-
ligentsia.

As Buddhism emphasises the importance of
practice and self-realization it is not a mere philo-
sophy which deals with speculations and theories.
Nevertheless, it must be admitted that the Buddha
has forestalled many a philosopher.
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Buddhism teaches a psychology without a
psyche. When Professor James referred to a stream .
of consciousness and remarked that 'thoughts
themselves are the thinkers' he was echoing the
Buddhist doctrine of Anatta, the crux of Buddhism,
in his own words. N
. ceo ) T c . co c c
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. Apart from mind and matter, the constituents
of this so-called being, there is no permanent soul
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either emanating from a Universal Soul or created,
by a God. ‘
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The Buddha denied the fundamental teachings

" of most religions, based on the fear of the unknown

and on blind faith. He expounded a rational and
tolerant teaching that could be tested and verified
by personal experience. To its unique credit it
should be said that throughout its peaceful march
of 2500 years not a drop of blood was shed to
propagate the peaceful message of the Buddha.
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' Metta or boundless loving-kindness that binds
all as fellow-beings, irrespective of creed, colour,
race, or sex, has always been the guiding principle
of all Buddhists. This war-weary restless world
that has almost reached the zenith of material
progress ignoring all spiritual values, - that has
prostituted science to cause indescribable suffering
to millions, that has sacrificed the most precious
Uﬁhg on earth— life — at the altar of brute force, is
greatly in need of this universal loving-kindness
which is the only non-aggressive antidote to the
powerful alphabetical bombs of this chaotic atomic
age. .
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In this little book Mr. Egerton Baptist, a Bud-
dhist by conviction. has made a humble attempt to
present some of the fundamental teachings of the
Compassionate Buddha to seekers of truth. He is
to be congratulated on his noble endeavour to pro-
pagate the sublime teachings of Buddhism which
are diametrically opposed to the fundamental tenets
of christianity, his ancestral religion.

Bhaddanta Narada
Maha-thera

Vajirarama,

Colombo, 28" June 1955. . _
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FOREWORD
by /
Dr. W.Y. EVANS-WENTZ
Author of The Tibetan Book of the Dead, etc.

ooms:

This small precious treatise, on the scientific

aspect of Buddhism in Telation to modern develop-
ments in the realm of Western Science, may well
prove to be a fore-runnirjg herald of awakenment
for a planet hypnotically immersed in the Sleep of
Ignorance. As it was among the Mediterranean
peoples when the Roman Empire was falling, so it
is today in Europe and the Americas. Occidental
mankind have lost that enthusiasm of their pioneer
forefathers without which no social order, religious
faith, or cultural heritage can long endure.
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The dreams of a generation now almost extinct
have not been realized. The promises of the machine
age and of a once boastful technology have failed,
and, instead of a prophesied era of triumphant and
joyous living, there is dark despondency and bitter
disillusionment. And precisely as the Mediter-
ranean peoples when Rome was falling looked for
deliverance by means of a prayed-for extra-
terrestrial saviour rather than by means of self-
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directed effort, so do the peoples of the Occident
look for their own deliverance now.
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Western scientists have sought and in some
encouraging and not unimportant measure have
found truth, not in their inherited theology, but in
their laboratories and test-tubes and by means of
their mathematics and microscopes and telescopes.
But, unfortunately, unlike their brethren in Asia,
they have been content to study effects rather than
causes, phenomena rather than noumena.
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Nevertheless, although thus limited in outlook
and understanding, they have, as Mr. Baptist very
rightly emphasizes, approached closer and closer
to the Supreme Science of the Buddha.
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I perceive, as Mr. Baptist does, that the failure
of the West to ad\}ance culturally rather than uti-



http://www.dhammadownload.com

339§0ch$ 9gorom ‘ e

litariantly has been due to lack of Right Guidance.
Instead of the Right knowing, or Gnostic, and
Esaoteric, Doctrine of the Christos, the West has been
taught, exoterically and vulgarly, to believe in an
anthropomorphic deity full of vengeance and jealous
~of all other deities and as much an advocate of
human warfare as are his worshippers, and in a
personal immortal self, or 'soul’, and in one-
incarnation scjourn on Earth followed by trans-
ference to an efernal heaven of blissfulness for the
elect or to a state of never-ending torture called
hell for the damnned.
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Had Right christianity prevailed in Europe and
the Americas the two world wars would never have
been fought. Nor would there have been need for
missionaries to go from the nations of the West to
Ceylon or to any other Buddhist land, for, as I made
clear in my controversy with the missionaries of
Church Council Christianity in Ceylon more than
thirty years ago, Right Christianity, like Buddhism,
is' based upon the fundamental and scientifically-
tenable doctrines of Kammma and Rebirth, which 1
am glad to observe, Mr. Baptist has expounded in
an altogether new and fascinating way. -
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i There is in the West at the present time a
remarkable revival, emotional rather than intel-
lectual, of that form of exoteric Christianity which
commonly opposes, in an unscholarly and.un-
tenable manner, as its missionaries in Ceylon do,
the doctrines of Kamma and Rebirth. This revival
is, in large degree, the outcome of the fear-obsession
of the occidental peoples.
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After two world wars have destroyed their over-
lordship of the Earth and their scientists have
discovered means for national and all-world suicide,
they grasp the old dogmatism in desperation, as
though it were a life-preserver affloat in a storm-
tossed sea. Buddhism is, as yet, too little known in
the occident to be, as it otherwise.could be, the
efficient means of restoring confidence to the be-
wildered and error-fettered people. '
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Monasticism, which in all known ages and
faiths has ever afforded.the disillusioned an easy
escape from a disordered society, is, like the revival,.
also enjoying such precipitate prosperity that there
are today three times as many Roman Catholic
.renunciates in the United States alone as there were
fifty-five years ago. This, too, parallels a like con-
dition which prevailed in the days of the dis-
integrating Empire of Rome.
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* Oswall Spengler may yet prove to have been a
true seer when he wiote 'The Dec]ine‘of the West.'
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At all events, when the course of empire on its
western way shall have crossed the Pacific and
reached India and: Ceyl'qn and so c‘omplete'd the
circuit of the planet, as, of yore, there will dawn a
truly New Age: and a Federated World will be in the
enjoyment of that Right Guidance to which this small
volume refers and which all the Buddhas since
prehistoric times have made available to mankind.
Only then will the race of men be restored to sanity,
economically. politically and psychicly.
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‘Valuable for all who seek Right Understanding -
is Mr. Baptist's praiseworthy dgthronemen't of the
anthropomorphic God of the Bible in Chapter 1. The
next two chapters contain an excellent outline
account of the life and chief teachings of the Buddha.
Then in Chapter IV and V, is set forth one of the
best expositions available of Kamma and Rebirth.
In his treatment of Buddhism and Science, in
Chapier VI, Mr. Baptist shows deep insight and
originality: and, in Chapter VII, he expounds
convincingly how Buddhism sqlves the riddle of life.
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Once a communicant of the Church of Rome,
Mr. Baptist has, in virtue of intense search and
meditation, arrived at the sound conviction that
Church-Council Christianity is not, asImade clear
to the people of Ceylon durimg the Rebirth Con-
troversy, Right Christianity. ‘And, in the wondous
and scientific teachings of the Enlightened One, he
has discovered the Port of Self-Realization and Self-
salvation, having left far behind, as being of no
futher use on the Voyage to the Other Shoe, the
Port of Salvation by Faith.

'ooééﬁm cs‘pe@_cﬁ ogq::ﬁ%:ccqpé:eoﬁ@ ooepiGU
e@:ﬁ;ﬁ@&}cw 6907 2505(0) 038 () 2095 cg§dgo §:0é:
§Peygas To4qgaigoR el moffimadandeloid spep:
ﬁ%:cn{pé:cmés aq5m$073wa§ 9$m$cm aqfwoos
ola eugoSc[g—_:né:rr% @$ma§ oélaacgc‘?@&a@éqd 263
Boé 659:64:35 Broakn§déom:odan: ayad qS:qc:

< e o~ 4 e [N c_oMme ']
QOCIQOC: :D@CGDQ:DC\? FCQO:IPSMD Q?@@:D@CC\)OO



http://www.dhammadownload.com

Bopudogh ggoran | 2

20951 GE:m(0¢ 20gpiepmEgE [sdeoSgean (@odgs.
opep:ed F3[a0gudemnc:g) 0304 pS:0003 wé@a:ﬁqp:é
6902 3005(0) 036(8) 2005 B05IE By cLp3EE:4¢ BLd
BE muSoné(aé: Lpaopl BEME:ad gpeygecy §BiagE o3
[mp5¢ 2005200546 MuSerE(3¢: 6a0p5ur0p5 BEME:
o3 eawncamémé: $20§§4§:33 [Rovo:qs a§:05005 0066

3229:(Qqs ©c83256070p330505 Bogsco:oPELC giF
63(3: [sdeuan

2}

n

e}

Nay those Great Ones who assist mankind in
the aeon-long journey, vouchsafe their blessings
on this book, and empower its author for many
years to come, to continue his services on behalf of
his brethren seeking to emerge from the mist-
enshrouded Valle)ré and attain the sun-illuminated
Heights. :
Dr. W. Y. Evans - Wentz
San Diego, Califorma,

Vaisakha, 1955.

33cg$_33c~3$ ﬂg‘ét\{p:cm dp asﬁ:m&:méccgpcﬁ
§ opo00:03390: mpSerade[0320p5 (B:mjuSeann ¢Gcdyp:
205 2040:(mE 4080 O e0=p00B camad:gredangp: cuico
B¢ gleospd eq:ariopa: (gi]:qp: cgé:Resopy

cmé@:gﬂéq&qp?méwé G?GGTDC':%$:C\)CC:GO)O(YSU



http://www.dhammadownload.com

0 cdlodom o&oﬁ%
P cméogﬁqp HE] m(rgcqa(ﬁ%f:qg; cod:e[on: 5Py
o @ UG G§CGDD’J Dﬂsﬁ &?GU)‘J G@CGMQP SB(T{" ?’J
SB(T{“ E{C\?UC* qp O? G-?OC?QGU’]C Q_p g) ;nmmm caoac
gmgccﬁs:ogm 89 Her~ oH [ESEQO'DC [~]6}4 ?CU’]GOODCD&)‘ ]
: m]cﬁanaoq{l&dd(i)oé (o38)
mgoc(qf) ‘G:D:)R(Te_ﬂﬁ 0')00’.)0)?1)03?0 d):\)&(?? GG‘[-:})).DRII
0§5:3100uSc8g:§:u: .

GOQ?)QI_D@OO ??8“



http://www.dhammadownload.com

PREFACE
s

The plur'posé of this work is to commemorate .
“the Sambuddha-Jayanti ~ the 2500" year of the
Supreme Buddha's Pari-Nibbana.
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Bbas GoclooSy
The seed from which this little book has sprung,
however, was planted in the columns of the Ceylon
Observer, a Lake-House Joumal, wherein | initiated
a controversy in good humour in the existence or
non-existence of God. A storm broke out in the
press, and when calm was restored my good friend
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Prema de Silva suggested (hat | might suitably
adapt and present the main argumenis of that
controversy for analysis by thinking men in the West
who had not heard of the Buddha Dhamma, and
who, as Dr. Evans-Wentz aptly remarks in his
Foreword, have been studying for long 'phenomena
rather than noumena.’ ’
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In a time when the world is tom between
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conflicting idealogies, when primitive beliefs are
torn from their foundations, when men despair,
the Message of the Supreme Buddha stands like a
mighty Rock unshaken by the challenge of this
Atomic Age. His message neither added to nor sub-
tracted from, holds true today as it did 2500 years
ago. Its appeal is not to emotion, but to the intel-
ligence of all thinking men and women the world
over.
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May this little book'play its modest part in
promoting knowledge of the Sublime Buddha
Dhamma wherever the English language is spoken,



http://www.dhammadownload.com

) - | cslobom wl:oneh

especially among our brothers and sisters across
the seas in that great land of freedom, ' the United
States of America. .
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My thanks are due to the Venerable Nirada,
Mahdthera, for having kindly written the Intro-
duction to this book. Like Buddhisattas of old, sa-
crificing his own opportunities of emancipation, he
has taken the Message of the Dhamma to the four
corners of the world. Were it not for his efforts to
spread Enlightenment far and wide, many would -
still be languishing in a backyard of ignorance. But
his work has not been sufficiently appreciated, and
it is a privilege for me to pay him this tribute.
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' To those whose interest is aroused by this little
book to go deeper into the subject and make a fairly
comprehensive study of the pure unadulterated
teachings of the Buddha as found.in Theravada
schools of Ceylon, Bumma.and Siam, I can do no
better than recommend the venerable Maha-Thera's
own book, The Buddha Dhamma. It is one of the
finest books ever written on the Buddha Dhamma.
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To Dr. Evans Wentz, | am deeply indebted for
his very encouraging and illuminating Foreword.
Hailing as he does from the Americas, and himself
a profound and independent thinker, his appeal to
the West to study not only the original teachings of
Jesus, but the Sublime Doctrines of the Blessed One,
would, no doubt, not fall on deaf ears.
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Mr. Dharmapriya Mahinda, Proctor, Supreme
Court, of Panadura, has kindly met the costs of
printing. His response to my appeal was imme-
diate and spontaneous and was at a time I had
almost despaired of ever being able to place the
manuscript in the Printers’ hands. 1 offer to him
my sincere thanks for his generosity. May his tire-
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less efforts in the cause of the Dhamina, when his
work is done, brihg him the peace of Nibbana, which
he so richly deserves. ‘
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A meed of praise is due to a very young friend,
Denzil Dissanayake, still a student; who sought
my help and guidance in an endeavour to
understand some of the deeper teachings of the
Buddha. His contact with me, was like the erupting
of a volcano that had long been smouldering.
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With rare intelligence and equally rare siricerity,
he set to work questioning and cross-questioning
me on many human problems that had earlier elu-
ded his comprehension. For, like most born Bud-
dhists he too had little appreciation of the Sublime
Buddha Dhamma. But, now, through conviction,
he feels that through a study of Buddhism, he would
be able 'to yet reason out of the mass of incongruity
we call human life'. ’

There is every hope that he would someday
~ blossom forth into a worthy apostle of the Sublime
.Teaching. I need hardly add that his persistent

questioning helped me in no small measure to make
many of my own views clearer to the average reader.
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I also thank my g’ooq friend Alec Robertson
for reading the proofs for me. He has followed.my
every footstep so sincerely and zealously that I héve
now come to regard him as a Kalyanamithra (a
genuine friend of abiding sincerity on the path to
emancipation). My deep conviction is that we have
often been together; through the ups and downs of
life in previous incarnations.

og}%f)cﬁ 0%050)0' Qf}’ﬁmgqp'o% oorggco'canrrgj‘%ﬁcﬁ
oScagcmoc :nuSmaSﬁ:noSmém m@ rrgﬁoccq @
oo&ﬂoa@u orgﬁocﬁ c[:c\?e.o?c.rr? Jaog.g.m.c[gngem
% §40[3:golec odec:3ep wogmsl op.50: cg4Sed



7" hitpwww.dhammadownload.com T "

Go cdlobom oEonteh

[o] . C C ~ C C C -] C
moypmey (wwcpog‘aoc:qe? C\ame@omcq:me:aq:ogc
< c .0C [*] c. ¢ o0 co ¢ ¢
PO:POPO:9HC G0N q:m:c@ogemﬁﬂwgemsagoo) »
[ cc C Qo _C ’) < [ "' [y [N C .
(60 0g1§6 9050330501 g4 085] 0§0>BYRS e
@ ¢ [ "' c c C ¢cCc O <
s8:qp503¢ eqror0es]Eigpigog opac m§boRong sl
O~ c cc [ . co
s Bopoag §3lo3arpSup agI4d cvigadgo vpe3pS8al
wéu
For myself no praise is sought. Fame and glory
are cherished only by the foolish. For even if one
were to rule a kingdom today, there is the ever grim
possibility of being reborn a dog tomorrow, in the
household of even an enemy. So intricate is the
working of the Kamma. All I seek is to present the
available evidence, in as simple a manner as
possible, having sifted and analysed what I have
myself gathered from time to time in my own search

for enlightenment. ,
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And, in doing this, when dealing with intricate
scientific processes, language easily understood by
the man-in-the-street has been used, to bring home
to the average reader the great truths propounded
by the Supreme Buddha, and which now 'find con-
firmation in the laboratories and test-tubes of the
West." If, even a few adults, among religionists, are
aroused by this little book to give more serious
thought to the problem of existence, my pains will

be well repaid.
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By my efforts to promote Right Knowledge and
Right Understanding among peoples of goodwill in
all climes and in all lands, it is my hope that | too
would one day win the fruits of liberation from the
recurring cycles of birth and death through Full
Enlightenment. "

Egerton C. Baptist

159, Hill Street, Dehiwela, Ceylon.

13% July, 2499
1955.
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CHAPTER 1|

29§ ()
THE THEISTS AND SCIENCE

ofsbfpion o do

God :qcp::us&

THERE arises from time to time the question
of God, His existence, or non-existence. Pepole
ask what is the ultimate origin of life ?
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'Hinduism, in endeavouring to solve the pro-

blem, traces the origin of life to a mystical Para-
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métma from which emanate all atmas or souls that
transmigrate from existence to existence, until they
are finally reabsorbed in Paramatma.'
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Theistic creeds, like Christianity, for example,
in attempting to give an explanation attributes
everything to the fiat of an Almighty God. But
- before we direct our energies to the solving of the

riddle of the universe, it is as well that we begin by
asking what is implied by God, as theists are
themselves confused in their minds on this question.
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Is Cod, for instance, a personal God as depicted
in the guise of an old man with long white hair and
beard and flowing robes pictured in the paintings
of Michaelangelo in the Sistine Chapel in Rome and
the Cathedral of Chalons or as depicted in ecclesia-
. stical dress with a bishop's mitre in the Church La
*Chapellsur - Crecy, or is God a Supematural Force?
Either way the difficulties are great and innumer- »
able for any one to surmount.
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Notwithstanding their theories theists also
assert that eminent scientists testify to the presence
or existence of God. However eminent, sincere and
unprejudiced such scientists may be, such testi-
fications are not a scientific method of approach to
the question whether 'God' exists.
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The medieval philosophers and their ancestors,
Descartes, Berkely, Leibniz, Spinoza, maintained,
it is true, that the existence of God could be demon-



http://www.dhammadownload.com

SBpuSegh ggomon Uy

strated by logical reasoning. But these so-called
classical proofs of God's existence, including the
much vaunted Metaphysical and Teleological
Arguments of Theologian Agquinas, received such
devastating treatment at the hands of Kant, that
they need not be resurrected today.
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Hermon Minkowski resorting to mathematics
proved that if we accept the velocity of light as
constant, then the measuring instruments must
have undergone a change as a result of their motion.
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He showed that when the velocity of the observer is
increased his distance begins to shorten and his
time-intervals begin to lengthen. So that when he
attains the speed of light his distance will dwindle
down to zero and his time-intervals will extend to
eternity. This makes the existence of God a definite
possibility, for God alone is represented as being
eternélly present everywhere at the same time.
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Unfortunately, however, for the theist, Minkow-
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ski also proved mathematically that the velocity of
light is a critical velocity which can never be attained
by any physical force. Thus, Minkowski proved
mathematically that, even as a force, God does not
exist. '
Q N c N co - 5
a?_o'] SADC0PO: DPEPIAIC 0IPOFIORIMY ug@&)_cooo
o . C [N C C o C C ﬁ [
Z)RO%_S’B(?_ (T)GG(Y?)C:?’JOCGCG(Y?)CGO’)OO@ FAOC& 3’30{'(:
< c ¢ _cpc _oc¢ [ c < o
33& egwggoqc:a?cqo ge:m:msﬂ 9&&3&39913] GC‘lﬂ
ocC » [ [ C C o c [ c [
?C [~re o] GDQ,P:ZDCDGDMC E:M?GE(Y)OCZO?CD&: :qu:?@:@(;
c N Q ¢ ¢ c~e ¢ ¢
:omcoa@s_wﬁ 1 O‘BGE:”‘? ge:m:asaac@goccg]c Rep:
208¢ eméﬁ@é:n‘é wCeomEOIm wé_p§é:mqmcﬁcw
[0320p5h ‘

It may be mentioned here, however, that while
the West always keeps thinking in terms of physical
forces, and seems unable, as yet, to alter its ma-
terialistic. theory, in the East, Buddhist Psychology
taught so long as 2,500 years ago, that thought has
an infinite velocity; that is to say, that it could
transcend time and space, overcoming all barriers.
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It is a faculty which, when developed, enables
one to penetrate, for instance, into the most secret
recesses of other peoples' hearts, see how people
die and are reborn in other spheres of existence, .
see distant objects (clairvoyance), hear distant
sounds (clairaudience), go through physical barriers,
walk on water, traverse through space, etc. {magical
powers). In Buddhist parlance, these powers are
known as the Pafica-abhififia (i.e., the five super-
normal powers).
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Dr. J. B. Rhine, the U.S. scientist, is now con-
ducting certain experiments in extra-sensory-
- perception, in that branch of science known as Para-
psychology, seeking to explain telepathy, pre-
cogni'tion. etc., and it may perhaps be only a matter
of time before the West too proves conclusively what-
* the East has all the time known, namely, that Mind
is Supreme in all human activity: '

'Manobubbangam@ dhamma manosettha
manomay@, said the Buddha: meaning thereby,
that: ‘ .

All states arising have Mind for their cause,

Of Mind are the offspring.
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Let us digress for a while to clarify this state-
ment. Mind is certainly, as the Buddha taught,
supreme in all human activities. And, the primary
aim of mental exercise is to bring the Mind to a state
of one-pointedness. Thereafter, transcending in
four stages the space-time continuum of pheno-
menal perception, one reaches to the timeless and
unconditioned state, known to Buddhists, as
Nibbana.
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If we are to view phen-dmena objectively, then,
our Minds must be unconditioned, and outside the
causal process. And that is the aim of every Bud-
dhist. For, the Mind that is circrumscribed by ideas
imposes 'limits’, as it were, or phenomena, or,
'events’ in the continuum of space and time. And,
we, therefore, use such conventional modes of
expression as 'past’, 'present’, and 'future’, because
our Minds are still circumscribed by concepts. We
are still within the subject-object relationship.
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When a yogi, for instance, through mental
exercise attains one-pointednéss (Sam@adhj in the -
fourth jhana, he begins to transcend the 'limits' of
time and épace imposed by our conceptual thinking.
And, develops the faculty referred to earlier as the
Pancd-abhinna, which enables him to 'see' and to
'hear' what we do not. This faculty is the natural
outcome of one's ability to concentrate on one point
to the exclusion of all distraéting sensations that
normally arise in ordinary thinking. Hence, such a
person's insight is beyond the capacity of ominary
mortals, though, of course, he too, still remains
within the subject-object relationship.
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There are sects in every country who try to gain
control of the vital forces in nature, whether among
the Jains, the Hindus, the early Christians in the
Hermetic Lodges of Egypt where Christianity first
. took root, or among the early Buddhists and Brah-
mans inhabiting the eastern valley of the Ganges in
the time of the Buddha. Ih Egypt people were trained
in the temple of Ma-at to develop the psychic eye,
and when they responded to the training, 'were
called' 'Seers’, because they were able to look into
the past and foretell the future.
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This psychic faculty was called the Third Eye',
and corresponds to one of the five Supemormal
Powers or Panca-abhififia of Buddhists, with but
one fundamental exception. Ancient Egyptians and
other 'Seers' had a limited vision, extending to a
maximum range of forty kalpas {(world-cycles of time)
into the past and forty kalpas into the future.

The limited vision was because they had still to
destroy what are known to Buddhists as the Asavas
(Defilements), i.e., Kima-tanha (Sense-desires),
Bhava—tanha (desire for Eternalism), Dltthl (False
Views), and Avijja (Ignorance), which bmd bemgs
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however exalted they might be, to the recurring
cycles of birth and death. _
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The Buddhist Arahat's capacity to 'see’ into the
continuum of space and time, on the other hand, is
not restricted, but dependent on his attainments,
he could see far into space and time. APacceka-
Buddha's vision is even greater than that of an
Arahat, but a Supreme Buddha's vision surpasses
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them all, and He alone possesses an added faculty,
namely, the ability to see at a glance what previous
good or evil acts (Kamma) conditioned a being's
present existence and would condition his future
existence. He alone knew when the moment of
fruition, the ripening of Wisdom can come.
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This faculty is peculiar to a Supreme Buddha
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because He has practis.e‘d the ten Perfections
(Paramis) to saturation-point over a longer period
of time than an Arahat, or, even a Pacceka-Buddha,
and has gained excellence in every department of
knowledge, mundane and supramundane. Hence,
His vision is unsurpassed, both in the realms of
gods, and among men. They may be likened to thiee
types of beings who 'see’ with the aid of Starlight,
Moonlight and Sunlight, respectively.
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Now, in keeping with each individual person's
development, there are some among us, who we say
are psychic. Indeed, to a greater or lesser degree,
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we are all psychic, but, most of us, only to an infinite-
simal degree. A few there are, however, to a marked
degree. The latter have practised, to a greater or
lesser degree in previous incarnations, the mental
exercises leading to one-pointedness, though they
do not apparently know it now. Equipped thus with
a more sensitive mental apparatus than most beings
into events in the continuum of space and time.
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Accordingly some are able to predict events by
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merely reading cards or holding an article to their
foreheads against the awakened or domant ‘Third
Eye', which tunes in to (consciously or unconscious-
ly), and commingles with the vibrations emanating
from the article. And as these vibrations répresent
a certain picture or ‘event' just as do our thoughts,
such folk are able to describe the associations
attached to it. The emanations are often so fine
and numerous that they continue to be given off for
thousands of years, just as'with radium. That this
is so is evidenced by an episode narrated in the
Buddhist Scrlptures ' .
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~There was once, we are told a man, a great
yogi, called Vanghisa. He was able to tell by merely
tapping on a skull. where a particular person had
been re-born. He was an adept in the science of
Sound. Many people flocked to him with the skulls
of their dead, if only they might hear a word of
hope, a word of good cheer! The Buddha, in His
compassior; always seéking to lead men on to the
Path that brings peace through Nibbana, reasoned,
that so clever a man was likely to grasp His teaching
easily. Accordingly, having arranged to produce
three skulls before Vanghisa, He went to see him.
Vanghisa, was naturally flattered and not a little
amused, and so was the populace. For, here was
the Supreme Buddha Himself visiting the yogi,
Vanghisa, with skulls. The customary greetings were
exchanged, and the skulls produced.
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Vanghisa (so the story goes) examined the skulls
and pronounced that the first skull showed rebirth
in the peta world {i.e., one of the lower ghost pur-
gatorial states). Very well', the Buddha said, 'you
are right'. The second skull, Vanghisa said, showed
rebirth in the Deva world {i.e., a celestial realm).
'Quite right’, agreed the Buddha. But, tap as he
may the third skull, Vanghisa was literally 'stumped'.
He tried and tried, but could not tell. Thereupon,
he enquired of the Buddha, if He knew. And, the
Buddha smilingly replied. Yes. I do know, but I
will explain ‘only if you will visit me some time'.
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Varighisa was an honest man, and decided to
visit the Buddha. And, while expounding the sub-
lime Dhamma the Buddha explained why the third
skull had baffled him. That being, indeed, had
actually not been reborn in any one of the thirty-
one states of sentient existence. His Kamma had
been'brought to a state of Perfect Balance, and there
was no ‘attraction or repulsion’ - it was the skull of
an Arahat. Hence, Vanghisa had failed to locate a
‘place’ of rebirth. For, Arahats are reborn no more
in the world of sentient existence. Since there is
no rebirth for an Arahat, there were no vibrations
linking this skull with a new abode. There being
no vibfations, there was no 'wave-length’ est'ablished
too. That is why Var')ghisa had failed.
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And, jgét as a clean cloth from which all stain
has been washed away will readily take in the dye,
so did Varighisa obtain, in nolong time, the pur
and spotless Eye for the Truth, and he knew:
‘Whatsoever has beginning in that is inherent also
the necessity of dissolution'. In other words, Van-
ghisa too.attained to the unconditioned - he became
another Arahat.
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This briefly explains certain aspects of extra-
sensory perception like card-reading, etc., which
work, more or le_ass, on the same principles of modern

Radar and were known to Buddhists from ancient

times. But in certain instances of pre-cognition,

where no event is seen before it actually 'occurs’,
what really happens is that that person touches
momentarily the 'summits' of his former achieve-
ments, which through mental exercise, had bordered
on the unconditioned and timeless. The latter have,
indeed, confounded some of the greatest thinkers
of our time.
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Dr. Rhine's researches, therefore, into the .
realms of pre-cognition, when concluded, should be
not only interesting, but even revealing to many,
who now, through fdar and superstition, believe in
Divine-inspiration.
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‘Theists have also tried to learn on the Second
Law of Thermo-Dynamics in their efforts to maintain
the existence of God. Now, what is the Second Law
of Thermo-Dynamics'? Briefly, this law says that -
natural processes cannot be reversed. In other
words, it means that the universe has been expan-
ding, or going 'forward’, and does not, and cannot
go 'backward'. '
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The layman of non-scientific mind can grasp
the underlying principle of this Law by considering
a few simple examples: Say, for instance, a child is
born of a woman's womb., Now, according to the
Law of Thermo-Dynamics, this child must develop
in a 'forward’ direction: that is to say, it cannot 'go

.
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back into the same womb', as it were; no, not at
any rate, in that incarnation! Take another simple
example: say, a seed is planted and a tree results.
Now, the tree that sprouts forth from the seed cannot
get back into that seed again. ’
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The process is one of going forward' all the time..
From this, theists try to argue that as natural
processes cannot be reversed, the universe has had
a beginning in time, implying 'Creation’. In fact,
some scientists in hazarding a guess, have actually
calculated the beginning to have occurred about two
billion years ago.
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The Second Law of Thermo-Dynamics cannot
be challenged. But there is one important weak
link in the chain of argument which appears to have

been safely ignored by theists and such scientists
in their calculations.
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For, while it is true that scientists have proved
that natural processes.cannot be reversed, it is also

equally scientifically true that the universe has been
both expanding and contracting. And, this process
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has been going on through eternity. Where then is
the beginning of time that is said to have occuned
two billion years ago?
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Thus if the underlying principle of the Second
Law of Thermo-Dynamics is understood, it could
be of no practical value or assistance to theists who
vainly endeavour to find a beginning in time that
might imply Creation.
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Now, let us examine the theistic view ~ a little
further. Theists say that God created the earth
(matter) first, and then man (mind). But, we know
that man is to this world what mind is to matter
That is to say: Man and his extemal world is a
relationship, for if there is no man, there would be
no world as far as 'he' is concemed, and, if there is
no mind, there would be no matter to be observed.
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This is confirmed by Einstein who says that
mind and matter must arise together or not at all.
Hence, all philosophical views which look upon mind
as evolved from matter are clearly wrong. For the
Theory of Relativity proves the simultaneous
genesis of mind and matter quite conclusively.
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This confutes the Biblical story of special‘
creation, quite apart from the fact that it looks
somewhat superfluous to call in an Almighty God
to create two illusions. For, is not the material world,
including mind and matter, an illusion, dependent
on the arising of causes?
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And now, finally we come to an argument that
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is a favourite among theists. In Ceylon, it is known
as the 'Watchmaker' argument. Here we are told,
that even so small and relatively simple a piece of
machinery as a watch must have a maker. It cannot
come into existence automatically. And so it follows,
say the protagonists of the theory of God, that the
Universe with all its complex balance of force, all its
wonders, all its stars and planets and other celestial
bodies working in perfect co-ordination, must have
had a Creator.
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But there are many objections in this argu-
ment, a few of which we shall consider here.

For instance, who ever heard of any watch-
maker coming into existence automatically. If we
are therefore to be logical, this should apply equally
to the Universe-maker as well. He too must have
had a maker, who in his turn must have had a maker,
and so on. The argument ends in futility, for where
is one to stop? ' )
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Now can we ever find a watchmaker who made
a watch out of absolutely nothing? How, then can
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we think of an Universe-maker who achieved this
impossible feat? On the assumption, however, that
"he too, like our watchmaker, had materials, from
where did he obtain his materials? Had these
materials any prior existence?
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On the watchmaker theory if we are to regard '
this as an argument at all, we are led inevitably to
the conclusion that the universe was built not by
one Universe-Maker, but by several of them. For,
~ we find that even so simple a mechanism as a watch
is the work of creation of several people, each one a
A specialist in his own branch of activity. On this
analogy, the Universe, if ever it was created hy a



= ~httprwwwdhammadowntoadeotr==——"~—=-—

of Ao oSty

conscious and intel_ligent agency, would have had a
large body of people working for that Agency. There
would have then been a team of makers, rather than
one sole maker; a Syndicate in fact.
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The purpose of mentioning this point of view is
not as an argument in support of a Syndicate or
Agency as the Creating Force of the universe, but’
merely to point out that it is a logical conclusion,
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perfectly consistent with the data provided, and the
reasoning sought to be applied thereto by reference
to the "Watchmaker' theory.
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‘The Buddha has however spoken of gods. For,
in Buddhist cosmology there are many gods. They
are called Devas, He taught the hard truth that
these gods, too, like us human. beings, are subject
to decay and death, as the inexorable law of change
applies to gods, in as much as it does to men. The
gods live long, much longer than humans, because
of their own good kamma. Some of these gods are
very powerful, again this is a result of their own
good kamma and this fact should not surprise any
one and create the impression of omnipotency. For,
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do. we not find even among us humans, some who

are endowed with much power, some with much
wisdom and so forth.
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Unfortunately, as with most humans, gods too
sometimes imagine that since they live longand very
powerul, they would continue as they are through
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eternity. And, when the hard day comes of sepa-
ration from theirlofty pedestals, with the exhaustion
. of the Kamma-force that propelled them. into
positions, once again there is grief, pain, lamen-
tation, suffering, and misery, at the prospect of
having to give up what they prized so much and
held before. The greatest fallacy from which the
gods themselves suffer is this erroneous belief that
they will live for ever. )
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They do not fealize that their glory will not last
for ever and will cease with the expending of their
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Kamma or Merit. ’,[‘hey are lulled into a sense of
false security and corhplacehcy owing to their
longevity and power. But, in time, the gods too must
die, and are once again reborn into some other
phenomenal state, in keeping with the law of
- Kamma. For, just as cattle die, so do men and flies;
and gods, too, must one day die, because they also
are conditioned beings, not as yet having attained
the supreme, unconditioned state of Nibbana, which
alone can provide immunity from the recurring
cycles of birth and death.
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The gods often suffer from self-complacency,
and, in their ignorance, they appear, from time to
time, among men and mislead them by uging
them to endeavour to reach the god-states. It is a
case of the blind leading the blind!
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But it must be understood that the Buddha's
denial of God is only in respect of a Supreme
Being -- as Creator, Vanquisher and Controller of ,
the Universe! There is no such Deity, Omnipotent
and Unchanging, even in Nibbana, the highest Goal
of Buddhism. For Nibbana is 'soulless’, ot without
the substratum of self-void of even a ‘causeless
cosmic power'. This is admirably brought out, with-
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out ambiguity and doubt, by the use of the word
dhamma in the third line of the Buddha's own
words:

* 'Sabbe sankhdrd aniccd’ (all component

Y

things are transient).
* 'Sabbe sankhdrd dukkha (all component
things are sorrowful); '

* 'Sabbe dhamma anatta, (all mundane and
supramundane "things” are soulless’).
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CHAPTER I

' I ) |
A Supreme Blddha Arises in the World
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His Early Life
apiegdEono

Now, unlike the theists who have played into
the hands of the Communists and do not yet realize ~
the damage they have done and are continuing to
- do even today to the Free World by persisting in
their own pet theories, there arose in the eastern
" valley of the Ganges, in India, 2,500 years ago. a
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great World Teacher -- a Supreme Buddha -- who
satisfactorily solved the riddle of life.
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The Communist point of view was not unknown
to the Buddha. 1n fact, it was well known to the
people of Jumbudvipa (India) ever so long as 2,500
years ago. In the Brahma -- Jala Sutta (or Supreme
Net), the Buddha enumerates 62 False Theorisings
. (Miccha ditthi) prevalent at the time, and, among
"these, is Uccheda-Vada, which, in effect, is the
Marxist view of today. That perhaps is why eastern
peoples have refused to be scared by the Communist
bogey, and are only concerned with restoring their
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ancient cultures and civilizations, and re-establish-
ing those forms of govemmerit that were in existence
prior to the invasions by western colonial rulers:
For, inherent in such systems was a type of Socialist
Democracy built in the best traditions of Cakkravart:
kings.
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Briefly, this'is the history of the Supreme
‘Buddha.” He was born about 623 B.C. in the district
of Nepal, and Indian Sakyan Prince, by name
Siddhatta Gotama. Af the age of sixteen he married
his cousin, the beautiful Princess Yasodhara.

After his happy marriage he lived for nearly
thirteen years in royal splendour and luxury. bliss-
. fully ignorant of the vicissitudes of life outside the
palace gates.
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As the years passed, truth gradually illumined
him. In his twenty-ninth year, which marked the
turning point of his career, his son Rahula was born.
Realizing that all living things are, without exception,
subject to birth, decay, and death, and that all
worldly pleasures are merely a prelude to suffering,
he regarded even his offspring as a bondage.
Comprehending thus the universality of sorrow, he
decided to discover a panacea for this universal
malady of humanity.
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Accordingly, he renounced his royal pleasures,
donned the simple garb of an ascetic, and became a .
wandering Seeker of Truth. He approached many
a distinguished teacher of his day, but none could
solve for him the riddle of existence. All the so-
called philosophers were groping in the dark. As
they were ignorant and themselves caught in the
whirpool of life and death, it was, again, an instance
of the blind leading the blind.
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The Middie Path
FcouScod:

Departing from his teachers, he decided to go
forth on the Great Quest alone and independently.
And, one morning, as he sat in solitude and pro-
found meditation under the Bodhi Tree (or Tree of
Enlightenment, as it afterwards came to be called)
at Budh-G3y3a, unaided and unguided by any
Supernalural Agency, but relying solely on his own
efforts and wisdom, he attained understanding of
things as they really are and became the Fully
Awakened One. He became a Supreme Buddha-a -
- World Teacher ~ a Teacher of both Gods and Men.
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His method of attainment, which avoided the
two extremes of mortification and self-indulgence,
came to be known as the Middle Path - Maljhlma
Patipada.
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Having attained Supreme Enlightenment, that .
is to say, the Perfection of Nibbana, He devoted the
remainder of His life to the service of mankind, both
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by example and precept, dominated by no personal
motive whatsoever:; and, after a very successful
ministry of forty-five years, passed away into Pari-
Nibbana. '
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This Extraordinary Man defeated God
Yopiareonedicboopd opapxatal canita
The Buddha was not a God. He was ban hu-
man and died a human, but he was an extra-
ordinary man. He left no room for anyone to fall
into the error of believing Him to be an immortal
being, or a reincarnation of a saint or God. There
is no deification of this great Teacher.
[Bosgoorepioagd godopepiondagenpoul aoopd oy
[ c c  C [=] C
jsb o 3’3@0 Gg:ga:m@:cg_lc C\?:Do::apcq@g:oc o?lqgoq [}
co5ga0p51 236205292005 op:fgmiconn gﬁlcxsmf)é:@éwén
9,390 ooooqcné@can %?Lc\Sooa‘S@: s%eu?ors oRcooSof:
o C C [ ’] ’]. C . CQ C <
B eupod §05236p:00601:01: 0€eo:0990083: [do0pSup
- C _- . . co Ly C C' <
ayfdpbeanmyoiap aygSeoopy gEmcos:apop
QBec0n:3011 orfj[0B:mjuSea00 soaPW) §05036p: 00
c < C C C o
agaa@o mcc@om@m%@c:eﬂcﬂ W
He exhorted His disciples to depend on them-
selves for their Salvation, for both defilement and
purity depend on oneself. ‘
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"You yourselves should make the exertion.
The Tathagatas (another name applied to
Buddhas) are only teachers’,

He used to say.
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To depend on others for Salvation (or liberation
from the recurring cycles of birth and death) is
negative, but to depend on oneself is positive.
Dependence on others means surrender of one's
efforts. Hence, the saying 'the beginning of Wisdom
is fear of the Lord' has no meaning to the Buddhist.
For, says the Buddha, 'Wherever fear arises it ariseth
in the fool, not in the wise man (Maj. Nik. 115).
Buddhist Saints — Arahats — do not weep. People
weep because they are ignorant, emotional, un-
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balanced - worldlings yet! The foolish weep; the
Wise do not weep!
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The Buddha's last Message to His
disciples, when He lay dying was:-
'‘Be yé islands unto yourselves, be ye a
refuge unto yourself; seek for no refuge in

others.,
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Subject to decay are all component
things; with diligence work out your own
Salvation." ’
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In effect, His teachings seemed to say: "What I
have achieved, you, too, can accomplish. For, what
Man has done, Man canDO!"
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The Buddha's Main Teachings
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Transiency, Sorrow and Substancelessness

o5 08345 ongbonn ofEE:

THE Buddha's main teachings concerned the
transiency of all component things — phenomena,
the non - existence of a 'soul’ or 'atma’ or the sub-
stancelessness of mundane and supramundane
things, and the impossibility of finding an etemal
heaven in a process of continual change. He also
taught that we ourselves are responsible for the
conditions or situations we find ourselves in today
and at any time. His teaching is tersely summed
up in the Anguttara Nikiya - Pt. 1, p.286, which
reads:--
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'Whether the Tathagatas appear or
not, O Bhikkhus (i.e., monks) it remains a
fact, an established principle, a natural law
that all conditioned things are transient
(Anicca), sorrowful (Dukkha), and every-
thing (including even supramundane
things) is soul-less [Anatta). This fact the
Tath@gata realizes, understands, and when
He has realized and understood it, He
announces, teaches, proclaims, establish-
es, discloses, analyses, and makes it clear
that all conditioned things are transient,
sorrowful, and everything (including even
supramundane things) is soul-less.’
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Soul :bg; Bovpod 8ond

Denying the existence of an unchanging 'Soul’
or 'atma’, the Buddha said:- '

‘The body (Riipa). O Bhikkhus, is soul-
less (Anattd). If, O Bhikkhus, there were
in this a soul (i.e., a permanent unchanging
“entity” or "ego” created by a God, or ema-
nating from a Pafam.’:itma), then this body
would not be subject to ill. "Let ‘this body
be thus, let this body be not thus” -- such

' possibilities would also exist. But, O Bhik-
khus, in as much as this body is soul-
less it is subject to ill, and no possibility
exists for (commanding the body from
within) saying: "Let this be so, let this not
be so."

'In the same manner sensations (ve-
dana), perceptions (sanna), volitional
activities [sankhdra) and consciousness
(vinhana are soul-less' (Anattalakkhana
Sutta).
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- The so-called being is composed of these five
Groups. Outside them there is no being. If one
removed the Groups nothing remains. A Soul
abides neither in any one Group nor in all of them
nor outside them. '
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'‘And just as when the parts are rightly set,
The word "chariot" ariseth (in our minds):
So doth our usage convenant to say,

"A being" when the aggregates are there.'

"No doer is there who does the deed,
Nor is there one who feels the fruit
Constituent parts alone roll on...}
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1. Ven. Narada, The Buddha Dhamma
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Anatta or 'No-Soul' is the central pivot on which
the whole of the Buddha's philosophy turns. Even
as all sea-water has the same taste of salt, so if we
take any part of the Dhamma, or for the matter of
that, any phase of life in a Buddhist country, we
shall find it saturated with the blessedness of its
saving grace.
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The belief in a pertnanent '‘Soul' or 'Atma’ is
due to the deceptive data provided by the five
senses. This belief is the chief impediment to the
attainment of complete freedom from sorrow.
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The teaching of 'No-Soul' has a profound ethical
value. So long as man believes in a soul-entity it is
impossible for him to get rid of selfishness. Hence,
the Buddha says, "Wheresoever self is, virtue cannot
exist'. Banish the self-idea and altruism isrepldced
on its proper ethical basis. Even as in the domain
of Astronomy, the heliocentric system has sup-
planted the now exploded geocentric theory, the
teaching of ‘No-Soul’, or the new psychology has
overthrown ego-centric system of the attavadi.
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The anattavadi alone can thus realise the full
-significance of all life. Once this sublime idea is
grasped, it would be folly to steal one's neighbour's
purse or to kill one's brother man, for these offences
would be committed against one's self.
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Heavens comn&:nloiep:

The Buddha taught that heavenly conditions
and states are attainable, but that they are fleeting
and impermanent, being characterised by transi-
ency (Anicca) and substancelessness (Anatta), which
are the inherent features of all phenomena. For,
when the energy that gave birth to a being in a
celestial realm is exhausted, that being, of necessity,
dies to that state and remanifests on some other
appropriate plane of consciousness.
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Heavenly states endure for a long period, thou-
sands of years, and aeons of time, which, when
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compared with 60, 70, or a 100 years of human life
seem to be almost eternal.- But this is only a De-
lusion (Moha), and is based on deceptive -data
provided by the senses, says the Buddha. Delusion
sbn’ngs from Ignorance (Avijjd); and beings crave
for happiness, now here and now there, not realizing
the real nature of the cosmos. Ignorance (Avijjd) is,
therefore, according to the Buddha's Message to
suffering humanity, the source of all Sorrow.
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Being of impermanency, hells, too, are not eter-
nal; and gods also must eventually die."

Transient, alas! are all component things,
Subject are they to birth,-- and then decay;
Having gained birth to death the life flux swings:
Bliss truly dawns when unrest dies away. .
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Creator

sdaoff .

The Buddha refuted the theory that, everything
is the creation of a Supreme Being, a God, or Crea-
tor. On one occasion, He said (Jataka 528 - Mahabo-
dh1) -
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If there exists some Lord all powerful to fulfil,
In every creature bliss or woe, and action good
or ill, .
That Lord is stained with Sin. Man does but
work his will'.
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On another occasion (Jitaka 513 - Bhiiridatta),
the Buddha said:- '
'He who has eyes can see the sickening sight; -
Why does not Brahma (i.e., God) set his crea-
tures right?
If his wide power no limits can restrain,
Why is his hand so rarely spread to bless?
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Why are his creatures all condemned to pain?
Why does he not to all give happiness?
Why do fraud, lies and ignorance prevail?
Why triumphs falsehood-truth and justice fail?
I count you Brahma (i.e., God) one th'unjust
among
(like other unjust beings Buddha regards God
also as another unjust being),
Who made a warld in which to shelter wrong'

. (as He had made a world to shelter wrong).!
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1. Ven. Narada, The Buddha Dhamma.
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Origin of the World
mg:ccmmé geome

But, could there have been a beginning in tlme?
If Einstein's Theory of Relativity is accepted, Space
and Time are merely ideas giving us one concept

in mathematics, and there could never have been a
beginning in time, as the concept of time itself de-
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pends on the movement of objects occupying phy-
sical spacé. For, without material bodies and the
physical space they occupy, there could be no time.
Conversely, without time, nothing could come into
existence, and without the existence of phenomena
there could be no time. 1t is therefore meaningless
to talk of the beginning of 'Creation’, or a First Cause.
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Because Creation of something out of nothing
can only mean the creation of 'time’, and to create
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'time’, there must be phenomena, which again
means the prior existence of 'time’, or a time when
the phenomenon was not there, as there can be no
time without phenomena. Hence, as the Buddha
insists, there could never have been a time when
Samsara (i.e., phenomenal existence) and a physical
universe in some form or another did not exist.!
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With scientific exactness, therefore, the Bud-
dha’'s own view on the matter is recorded thus:-

1. Condensed from Buddhism Answers the Marxist Challenge
by Francis Story.
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"Without cognisable end is this Samsira
(cycles of birth and death - phenomenal
existence). A first beginning of beings, who,
obstructed by ignorance and fettered by
craving, wander and fare on, is not to be
perceived. Incalculable is the beginning,
brethren, of this faring on. The earliest
point is not revealed of the running on, the,
faring on, of beings cloaked in ignorance,
tied to craving'.

:x%:oogors gﬁ:rac m5:§.(§ ocS:D(rScj Qg@cs)gosﬁ :ﬁg
so5rery SBorgear BuSIEBBES car0sdl mcAE: goSoos:

c '] [
[oplefe o s Né) &)all

‘gﬁaiwqa(cg:go:[a:&g.(f: Ga)a:'g:[a:f::o% :r.;of?
0§ copSuodesgl §5§8[a0q503 8N 02p58w) 2005
[6€a88Ecam mad:eguln ©a3g 38g0305¢:6) o3
qonSensy-oramsd qpbeslses g ovs
cupS mjoSen:am [3dqjedagaics(mpean oog?o']
o380 voemond s[géaddculn Begalod ... o)
ago:mnqjcﬁm: @5({,(756}?935 3309(\)0% 9030'5
g05§Euln 28eoage: R oocn;n}é degaccy
Qe 2ogpol o3 liagnics s E:agnianaqind



http://www.dhammadownload.com

55 ' ahaSom o8:ongh

[N EOL{I(DG:?G]EC 0?8\3 3960’_)2(? 33%;09396(\]’)8
WCDGOD@@’J.EC. U?DDEB Gﬂ(ﬂ It

How Belief in a creator Originated
0$0&:q€aupdla oontediedndany

Explaining the origin of the belief in an Almighty
God as represented by Mahi Brahmia, the so-called
Creator, and how certain supposedly-inspired -
teachers of humanity from time to time come to
believe in such an-illusory creature, the Buddha
said:-

'There comes a time, friends, when, sooner or
later, after the lapse of a long epoch, the world is
dissolved and evolved. When this takes place, beings
have mostly been reborn in the World of Radiance.
There they dwell, made of mind, feeding on rapture,
radia;ing,light from themselves, traversing_ space,
continuing in beauty, and thus they remain-- for a
long, long period of time.
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“Now there comes also a time, friends, when
sooner or iater this world-system begins to re-evolve.

When this happens, the abode of the Brahmas
appears, but it is empty. And some being or other,
either because his span of years has passed, or
because his merit is exhausted, deceases from the
world of Radiance, and comes to life in the abode of
the Brahmas. And there also he lives, made of mind,
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feeding on rapture, radiating light from himself,
traversing space, continuing in beauty; and thus
does he remain for a long, long period of time.
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"Now there arises in him, from his dwelling there
so long alone, a dissatisfaction and a longing: Oh;
would that other beings too might come to join me
in this place ! And just then, either because their
span of years had passed, or because their merit
was exhausted, other beings fall from the world of
Radia.n'ce and appear in the abode of the Brahmas
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as companions to him and in all respects they lead
a life like his (They are One with the Father, as it
were !) ' ~.
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'On this, friends, that being who was first r'eborn
thinks thus: I am Brahma, the Great Brahma, the
Vanquisher, the Unvanquished, the All-seeing, the
Disposer, the Lord, the maker, the Creator, the Chief,
the Assigner, the Master of Myself, the Father of all
that are and are to be. By me are these beings
created. And why is that so? A while ago I thought:
Would that other beings too might come to this state
of being! Such was the aspiration of my mind, and
lo! these beings did come.
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"And those beings themselves who arose after
him, they too think thus: This worthy must be
Brahma (i.e., God), the Great Brahma, the Van-
quisher, the Unvanquished, the All-seeing, the
Disposer, the Lord, the Maker, the Creator, the Chief,
the Assigner, the Master of Himself, the Father of
all that are and are to be. By this Brahma (i.e.,
 God) have we, good sirs, been created. And why is
that so? Because he, as we see, arose here first, -
but we arose after him."
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"On this, friends, that being who first arose
becomes longer lived, handsome, and more
powerful, but those who appeared after him become
shorter lived, less comely, less powerful. And it
might well be, friends, that some other being, on
deceésing from that state, should come to this state
{on Earth). So come, he might go forth from the
household life unto the homeless state {i.e., become
a homeless Wanderer or Ascetic). And having thus
gone forth by reason of ardour, effort, devotion,
earnestness, perfect intellection, he reaches up to
such rapt concentration (through Meditation) that
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with rapt mind he calls to mind his former dwelling
place (with Brahma), but remembers not what went
before. He says thus: 'That Worshipful Brahm3a
(i.e., God), the Vanquisher, the Unvanquished ...
Father of all that are and are to be, he by whom we
were created, he is permanent, constant, etemal,
unchanging, and he will remain so for ever and ever.
But we who were created by that Brahmi (i.e., God),
we have come hither all impemmanent, transient,
unstable. short-lived. destined to pass away.
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Thus was appointed the beginning of things
which ye, sirs, declare as your traditional doctrine,
_to wit, that it has been wrought by'an overlord, by
Brahma3 (i.e., God)".!

1. Patika Sptta, Dig.Nik. by Rhys Davids.
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A New Heaven and a New Earth
com&:mnéapoods cogrood
In the Agganfia Sutta the Buddha explains that
at the stagewhen the world re-evolves, the Earth is
dark and covered with water. This, it will be noted,
is an exact description of the early phase of the
Earth before the Sun dissipated the steam that filled
the atmosphere. Beings existing then were un-
differentiated as to sex. Ages having passed, the
moisture gradually cleared and the Earth beings to
appear. 'Earth with its savour was spread out in
the waters. Even as a scum forms on the surface of
boiled milky rice that is cooling so did the dry land
appear. The description is one of scientific exact-
ness. . :
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' The radiant, mind-formed beings then begin
to feed on the acum ‘of the waters: the taste is
pleasing and craving enters into them. As they feed.
bodies become grosser: 'And in measure as they
thus fed, did their bodies become solid, and did
variety in their form and comeliness become mani-
fest'. This process continues for ages, and mean-
while the land and waters separate and the mist
clears, allowing Sun and Moon to become visible.’
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'As beings develop, discrimination appears be-
- tweenthem, and they become conscious of differen-
ces. Various species begin to differentiate. Gradually
the pleasing savour of the earth on which they
nourished themselves disappears. Craving for dif-
ferent nourishment arises: 'Then, Vasettha, when
the savoury earth had vanished for these beings
outgrowths appeared in the soil. The manner of
the rising up thereof was as the springing up of a
mushroom, it had colour, odour and taste ... Then
those beings began to feast on these outgrowths of
the soil, and thus continued for a long time'. This
is a description of the first fungoid vegetation. ‘And
so did their bodies grow ever more solid, and the
differences in their comeliness more manifest'.
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Thereatfter, creeping plants appear and beings
take to eating these; after lapse of ages rice begins
to grow. Beings then feed on rice: 'And in measure
as they, thus feeding went on existing, so did the
bodies of those beings become even more solid and
more differentiated... In the female appeared the
distinctive features of the female, and in the male
those of the male. Then truly did the female con-
template the male too closely, and the male the
female. In them contemplating overmuch the one
the other, passion arose and burning entered the
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body. They in consequence thereof followed their -
lusts'.
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'From this began hatreds and énmities. Here

again the description of how beings from being
sexually undifferentiated, became bi-sexual, is

-

biologically exact. At this point the origin of sexual
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morality is described, followed by details of the social
structure and property system: 'And so ... they
stored up rice enough for four, then for eight days.
Now from that time, Vasettha, the rice began to
degenerate ... thereaped or cut stems (which gh:w
again before the hoarding for four and eight days
began) did not grow again; a break became manifest
where the rice had been cut and the rice-stubble
stood in clumps'.

‘Baslgoonls) ¢8:0%:gqp:a¢ qigEE:qp:culeolad
e i ofjes eSS ogrolqpiaops c3Eanz(es @
[0o:q 0§08 ;me[gmcse c@é@icf)eﬁl: Blopiendad cuslofsé:
20p5 @ocu3ame o3mulopdn ofjesepd c3CBEep aFud
cmfopash aqeor A pgeepl osiad ogh B
- 3o §0:6[030E:03 32620:805 665[g20p5 - ‘B e3¢
27039003 206c0:e0§ B Grvigsa1 BB ego0S gBaSen 3
ogcrg 33&}33@(\)30’5 o.%ccxpé@sﬁ n oWy o:%:nqﬁgosj ol
GO0 ... 20600130 $2020 UYURE:0TILROEANVN ... YOIV
[8: 230105 [80560705(8:6000 V€ BPS03 205 (Wt acw:
qo34¢ Qoa0de Beayoly eooné8m [gsopS[0B:aga: 05
oé@cwgmé') oof)écj 9[3'089' eo&%oécmcan %Eorg
or?:np_a [:§Gj eop_ooc@oocpaaqooa@ colqpian 120600:0&

o

) cq:n@ 339(\300 330?(\?0‘) oo@n?q;eﬁ i



http://www.dhammadownload.com

20 cdlohom wl:onted

‘Theft then b‘egins together with laws against
theft and ultimately the strongest and handsomest
of the commuhity is chosen as Chief or Lawgiver
‘Chosen by the people, Vasettha, is what is meant
by Mahd Sammata, the Great Elect. (Mahd Samma-
ta, traditionally, was the first great king of the Solar
‘Dynasty, from which the Sakya clan, to which the
Buddha belonged, was descended. Perhaps the
germ for our beliéf in a "Divine Right of Kings" is to
be found here). Lord of the fields is what is meant
by Khattiya.; so Khattiya (Noble) was the next
expression to arise. Raja was the third standing
phrase to arise... 'Their origin was from among those
very beings, and no others’.
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After this rose the priest class of Bvrahmins,
whose duty was to instruct the laity in moral prin-
- ciples and themselves live austere lives, practising
mieditation in forest retreats. Some, who found this
life too arduous, returned to the villages and became
- known as Ajjhdyaka, repeaters of the Vedas: 'Thus
the third phrase for such people came into use. At
that time they were looked upon as the lowest: now
they are thought the best'.
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Then follows a description of how certain -men
became merchants (Vessas} while others became
hunters and followed other degrading pursuits thus
becoming the Suddas (Sudras), the lowest caste.
From each of the four castes individuals would from
time to time forsake the world to become mrligious
recluses, when all caste distinctions ceased to exist
for them. 'And it took place according to a norm (a*
fitness, justly)'. Any one of the four castes who has
-led a bad life in deed, word and thought, whose views
of life are wrong, will, in consequence of his views
and deeds be reborn after death in one of the realms
of misery, but one who, no matter what his caste, is’
self-restrained in deed, thought and word and has
fulfilled the Seven Principles of Enlightenment, will
attain to complete liberation in this very life.
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It can truly be said that no parallel, or anythmg
remotely approaching this accurate description of -
the genesis and biological development of life on the »
earth is to be found in the original teachings of any
other religion. In its uniqueness it establishes
beyond question the supramundane insight and
omniscience of the Buddha.! '
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1. Condensed from Dig. Nik. by Rhys Davxds and Sangiti by
Francis Story.
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Now, such periods of dissolutions and re-
evolutions of the world have been going on through
elernily, and is well known Lo Buddhists thmoughout

the world. It is no mere theory to those living in the
Orient.
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~ Perhaps it is this early phase‘of/‘ life on the earth
at a time when the world re-evolves that is looked
forward to by certain Christian sects who speak of
a 'New Heaven and a New Earth’, though pethaps

~ they do not realize it themselves.
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Buddhists admit all this, but maintain that in
as much as sentient existence continues through
each new world cycle, there is no cessation of Suf-
fering, even if we are to be the first to enjoy such
happy conditic}ns on a new and savoury Earth when
the world begins to re-evolve. In fact, the Buddha
explained that in three ways the world is destroyed
{or dissolved), ~ by fire, water and wind. In which-
ever manner the world is dissolved, when the Earth
re-evolves, conditions are as described herein.
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The Buddha had Himself been through many
such dissolutions of the world and re-evolutions,
and had enjoyed heavenly conditions from time to
time. Thus, through His own-experiences He tells
us rather than continue through such cycles in
circles, birth itself must be stopped. For, birth itself
is Suffering. '
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Incidentally, it may be noted here that the 'New
Heaven and New Earth' re-evolve from the matter of
another dissolved universe. Nothing is destoyed.
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The Buddha's Silence
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Many were the questions asked of the Buddha.
But He did not answer every question put to Him
by His followers. If questions were irrelevant and
not conducive to deliverance from bondage, that is
to say, the recurring cycles of birth and death, He
observed Silence.
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For instance, there was once a young man

named Malunkyaputta who had various specu-
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lations on whether the world was etemal or not
eternal, whether the world was finite or infinite, and
to this question, the Buddha made reply:-

'If it be the belief, Malunkyaputta, that
the world is eternal, will there be the
observance of the. Holy Life? In such a
case-No. Ifit be the belief, Malunkyaputta,
that the world (i.e. Sorrow} is not eternal,
will there be the observance of the Holy
Life? In that case also-No. But, Malunkya-
putta, whether the belief be that the world
is eternal or that it is not eternal, undoub-
tedly, there is birth, there is old age, there
is death... the extinction of which in this
life itself I make known.
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‘Malunkyaputta, [ have not revealed
whether the world is eternal or not eternal;
whether the world is finite or infinite. Why
have I not revealed these? Because these
are not profitable, do not concern the bases
of holiness, are not conducive to aversion,
to passionlessness, to cessation, to tran-
quility, to intuitive wisdom, to enlighten-
ment, or to Nibbana (i.e. the Deathless
state). Therefore I have not revealed
these.'
(Majjhima Nikaya--Cula--Malufikyaputta Sutta, No.63).
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Sometimes people made inquiry concerning the
Deathless State of Nibbana. ‘Here, too, the Buddha
observed Silence. For, Nibbana: is beyond imagina-
‘tion and description and the Buddha made no
attempt to depict it, knowing that any such attempt
could only present a false picture which would raise
itself objectively--a deceptive goal--before the mind
striving for liberation. The mind creates concepts
and is shackled by them: this is part of the mental
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craving for ideas. Hence, Nibbana cannot be des-
cribed, though Nibbana can be experienced here in
this very life.
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A beautiful and interesting fable related by the .
late Sildc@ra Thero brings this point out well.

‘Once upon a time there was a fish. And just
because it was a fish, it had lived all its life in the
water and knew nothing whatever about anything
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else but water. And one day as it swam about in
the pond where all its days had been spent, it
happened to meet a turtle of its acquaintance who
had just come back from a little excursion on the
land.
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"Good day, Mr. Turtle!" said the fish: "I have
not seen you for a long time. Where have you been?"

"0", said the turtle, "I've just been for a trip on
dry land.”

"On dry land!" exclaimed the fish: "What do
you mean by 'on dry land'? There is no dry land. I
had never seen such a thing. Dry land is nothing."

"Well", said the turtle good-naturedly, "if you
want to think so, of course you may; there's no one
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who can hinder you. Bul thal's where I've been, all
the same." " *

"0 come", said the fish, "try to talk sense. Just
tell me now what is'this land of yours like? Is it all
wet?" ' :

"No, it is not wet”, said the turtle.

“Is it nice and fresh and cool?" asked the fish.

""No, it is not nice and fresh and cool", the turtle
replied.
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"Is it clear, so that light can come through it?"

"No, it is not clear: light cannot come through
it."

"Is it soft and yielding; so that I could move my
fins about in it and push my nose through it?"

"No, it is not soft and yielding; you could not
swim in it." ' '

"Does it move or flow in streams?"

"No, it neither moves nor flows in streams."”

"Does it ever rise up into waves, then, with white
foam in them?" asked the fish, becoming just a
little impatient at this string of Noes.

"No", replied the turtle truthfully: "it never rises
up into waves that I have seen."
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"There Now!” exclaimed the fish triumphantly.

- "Didn't I tell that this land of yours was just

nothing? I have just asked, and you have answered
" me that it is neither wet nor cool, not clear nor soft
and that it does not flow in streams nor rise up into
waves. And if it isn't a single one of these things,
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what else is it, but nothing? Don't tell me!”

"Well, Well", said the turtle, "if you are deter-
mined to think that dry land is nothing, I suppose
you must just go on thinking so. But any one who
knows what is water and what is land would say
you were just a very silly fish, for you think that
anything you have never known is nothing just
because you have never known it".

"And with that the turtle tumed away and,
leaving the fish behind in its little pond of water, set
out on another excursion. over the land that was
nothing." !

1. Ven. Narada, The Buddha Dhamma.
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It is evident from this fable that neither the
turtle, which is acquainted with both land and sea,
could explain to the fish the real nature of the land,
nor could the fish understand what land is as it is
acquainted only with the sea. In the same way'the
Arahats who are acquainted with both the mundane
and the supramundane cannot explain to a worlding
- what the supramundane exactly is by mundane
terms, nor can a worldling understand the supra-
mundane merely by mundane knowledge.
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Thus, rather than give his hearers a wrong
impression, in His Wisdom, the Buddha observed
Silence on such metaphysical questions, as they did
not concem the main issue. This Silence has unfor-
tunately been misinterpreted: sometimes by biassed
writers; sometimes by uniforrned writers, thereby
conveying a false impression of the Buddha's teach-
ings to those who might otherwise profit by His
Message. .
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It might be added that the Buddha did not
teach all that He knew. For, on one occasion whilst
passing through a forest, He took a handful of leaves
and said: 'O Bhikkhus, are there more leaves in my
hand or more leaves in the forest yonder?' and they
replied, 'There are more leaves in the forest, Lord".
Yea, what I have taught you is like the leaves in my
hand, but what I know is like the leaves in the
forest’, He then said.
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The Buddha taught mankind only what was
absolutely essential for emancipation. Even so, He
has forestalled many a scientist and philosopher of
today.
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Kamma and the Life-flux-Santati
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THUS, in brief, we have seen that the Buddha
does not attempt to explain the origin of life to meswe
worldlings who are more concerned with First
Causes than with the leading of spiritual lives.
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At the same time there is the assurance that if

a worldling bides his time, living well the holy life,
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he can realize for himself, when he too reaches the
goal, the intricate workings of the cosmos and find
the answers to those questions that once baffled
him so much. ‘For', says the Buddha, 'Moral and
virtuous Wanderers (Ascetics) and Brahmans (i.e.
priests) do not force maturity on that which is
unripe; they, being wise, wait for that maturity."
(1. Payasi Sutta, Dig. Nik. by Rhys Davids.)
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It is wrong, therefore, to assert that the Buddha
was 'Agnostic’ on certain issues as is sometimes
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sought to be made out by some uninfonmed writers.
The Buddha is known as the Fully Enlightened One.
And, He always knew. He observed Silence only
when it was to the spiritual advantage of his ques- .
tioner, and not because He seemed to say within
Himself - Agnosco - T do not know!'
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He denied the postulated Supreme Godhead or
Creator, the unchanging soul and eternal heaven of
the theist. Brushing aside irrelevant questions, the
Buddha takesvfor its starting point the 'being’, as it
is, here and now, and traces back the cause of its
conditioned existence. And says that it is the ex-
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periences of the past that have produced the present
being. These experiences constituted no more nor
less than all the good and evil acts of the individual.
This is called Kamma.
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Life or existence, whether in celestial or in the
lower forms of consciousness, is conditioned by our
Kamma which may be likened to a force like
electricity. It is this force that finds manifestation
in various states of consciousness, whether on a
gross or subtle and refined level, on the principle,



http://www.dhammadownload.com

obg ‘ edlcbon oE:nbyeh

that 'wheresoever your treasure is there will your
heart be also". "
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In other words, our forms, such as god, godling

(deva), man, animal, ghost, and so on are merely
the outward manifestations of this invisible Kammic
force. This all pervading force carries with it all our
innate characteristics, which usually lie latent, but
may rise to the surface at unexpected moments,
thus making it difficult for any one to judge another.
From the Buddhist point of view therefore it is also
meaningless to talk of 'hating the sin and loving the
sinner'. For, apart from the act of sinning there is
really no 'sinner’. '
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JIf this position is understood, one will be able
to understand readily that the outward forms are
merely the vessels which hold the Kammic energy.
A man does not really become a dog in one birth
nor does a dog, for instance, become a man in a
“subsequent birth. But the force which once mani-
fested itself in the form of a man, can manifest its
energies at other times as a god.' godling (deva),
animal, ghost, or man (again), etc..‘ in much the same
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way as electricily manifests its energy in bulbs of
different colours and different vollages. In other
words, the external phenomena, such as gods,
godlings.(deva), beasts,ghosts, men, etc., are merely
the receptacles which hold the kammic enemgy of
the individual life-flux.
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Kamma o

At this stage a brief explanation of Kamma
would be useful. Leaving aside all its technical
aspects, which must be gone into more thoroughly
when one is sufficiently interested in the subject to
break away the veil of Ignorance (Avijja) that
enshrouds the minds of many, Kamma may be
described as the result of CRAVING in its diverse
forms. This Craving it is that generates the driving
force of Kamma.. _
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For, the energy generated by the act of craving
is directive, and tremendous in its effect. That is
to say, whenever we crave, we crave for something,
and the energy so generated will terid to bring that
something about. This principle, by the way, is
the one underlying New Thought, Christian Science,
and similar movements. They all tell us that what-
ever we desire strongly enough and definitely enough
~ we shall obtain, be it health, wealth, or power
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Then there is also the natural law, narmely,
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that whatever we acquire we must again lose as soon
as the force behind the acquisition, the force of the
original craving, has spent itself. It is then that we
_suffer doubly, for it is harder to miss what we have
become accustomed to, than not to get what we do
not expect.
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Another important aspect in regard to Kamma
requires a brief explanation here: that is this: the
cravings of our previous existences also pre-dispose
us to our present cravings. If they have been specific
along certain lines--say the desire to become a
builder of houses--the results will also be specific
as far as the new circumstances will allow. In the
next birth, then, we shall become builders of
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dwellings through an innate tendency that will drive
us in that direction. In our childhood we shall
show aptitude to building with nursery blocks; in
youth we shall desire to erect tents and shelters, or
study architecture; in man-hood we shall become

building contractors or architects.
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Since there is always an intermingling accumu-
lation of enérgies from previous cravings, some
stronger, some weaker, some more definite, some
less so, they'will, all of them, tend to come to the
surface sooner or later, as opportunities present
themselves and as they are evoked by circum-
stances. That is why human life is $o varied and in
many respects so contradictory. Whatever energy
has been generated, that must also be released.

Craving generates energy; Action releases it.
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Hundreds of cravings have given us an accumu-
lation of energy: we are, therefore, capable of hun-
dreds of different kinds of actions. But the most
dominant cravings find vent in the most distinct
activities. Thus there also arise child-prodigies, such
as musicians, mathematicians, and so on, mani-
festing a particular dominant craving in keeping with
opportunities afforded by environment. '
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From this we may readily gather that whatever
. happens to us, is coming to us, is deserved. Good,
bad, or indifferent, it has been our own making,
our own kamma. No one else is to blame, no God
and no Devil. We should accept, therefore, whatever
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comes of evil with resignation, and whatever of good,
without elation. ‘
C cCc O c [ [ [
gﬁa;aum@ (QJ%OO? 338003)(; ‘?O:(\)&?:DGO’)’.)GO’]O’)
oc [ ceCc ©O N [ [y ~ [
%C:D&)_?O (QJ%OO?ZT)’.) 000 @0@96)! 000 GG‘PO’JC\)’JC\)’J
0 ¢ o ¢ [ [ [ c [ [ [ [ < [N
(XP('D(I?(TJO’L?O’L? @0@0: C\J’JEC: [ESO:D&)_H GO’)’)C::D&?@O
‘0 e e < o Mme ¢ . ¢
(=] SXP::D&?@OGQI Q&G0DDC: 6&?:@060 @0&)&] m:C\P:ZDE
cCc o [ < ¢ceCc O « € [N <
rgﬁoo?_sﬁ E{C‘P"*ﬂm (o'])cgﬁoo?.aﬁ osoc [Esoooeu 33[§o:
3)(531?‘_(73&] m@é»méespeﬁo'] " :r?cp:\waémé: egqlo'] N
c [y < o ’] Q < ccCc O < ¢ _Q o
L-)DCﬁO’)(\)E Gi‘lo " &?33030’) (QJ?OO?:D&)_ 3’)03(\.?33;!?
N [ NS (S cmc(me [ S ¢ .
Q GG‘P(‘YJC\J’J:D&)_ @OGG) CD&)_CDE@G@G 639’)(;33&)‘:3)&:8
C < c 0o C N < C [
Gj mmawg@sﬁ ([ O'DLDC\.PZDG(Y)’)C:U ESOC\)’JC\.YJ (o2 H~[Zalep]
o 0 CN s ¢ C
fales) e@mm auazaoc;@cﬁ 1

This tendency to action, this generated and
stored up energy is what constitutes our self. We
are nothing more nor less than tendency to action,
resulting from craving. This is our self, our I, our
individuality, our character. It is our capacity to
respond.

Even as a gong, when struck will respond with
its own particular tone and volume, depending upon
the kind of metal of which it is composed, the shape
it holds, the way it is suspended, and the strength
_of the blow:-so, too, each of us, when being acted
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upon by our environment, will respond in a parti-
cular fashion. And the tendency to respond thus

‘and not otherwise is our Kamrmna. .
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Kamma differentistes beings into low and high states
DN 20QBkPD 33090933@053@)9

- On one occasion a certain young man named

Subha approached. the Buddha, and questioned

why and wherefore it was that among human beings

there are low and high states.

'For', said he, 'we find amongst mankind the"
short-lived and the long-lived, the sickly and the
healthy, the ill-looking and the good-looking, the
uninfluential and the influential, the poor and the
rich, the low-born and the high-born, the ignorant
and the intelligent.’
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The Buddha briefly replied: 'Every living being
has Kamma as its own, its inheritance, its cause,
its kinsman, its refuge. Kamma is that which dif-
" ferentiates all living beings into low and high states.'
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He then enumerated the causes of such d1f-
ferences:

If, for instance, a person destroys life, is a
hunter, besmears his hands with blood, is engaged
in killing and wounding, and is not merciful towards
living beings, he, as a result of his killing when
born amongst makind, will have a brief life.

If a person avoids killing, leaves aside cudgel
and weapon, and is merciful and compassionate
towards all living beings, he, as a result of his non-
killing, when bom amongst mankind, will enjoy
long life. |
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If a person is in the habit of harming others
with fist or clod, with cudgel or sword, he, as a
result of his harmfulness, when bom arixongst man-
kind, will suffer from various diseases.

If a person is not in the habit of harmingothers,
he, as a result of his harmlessness, when born
amongst mankind, will enjoy good health.
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If a person is wrathful and turbulent, is irri-
tated by a trivial word. gives vent to anger, ill-will.
and resentment, he, as a result of his irritability,
when born amongst mankind, will be ill-looking.
If a person is not wrathful and turbulent, is
not irritated even by a torrent of abuse, does not
give vent to anger, ill-will, and resentment, he as a
result of his amiability, when born amongst man-
kind, will be good-looking.
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If a person is jealous, envies the gains of others,
marks of respect and honour shown to others, stores
jealousy in his heart, he, as a result of his jealousy,
‘when born amongst mankind, will be uninfluential.

If a person is not jealous, does not envy the
gains of others, marks of respect and honour shown
to others, stores not jealousy in his heart, he, as a
result of his non-jealousy, when bom amongst
mankind, will be influential.
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If a person does not give anything for charity,
he, as aresult of his greediness, when born amongst.
mankind, will be poor.

If a person is bent on charitable giving, he, as a
result of his generosity, when born amongst man-
~ kind, will be rich.
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If a person is stubbom, haughty, henours not
those who are wofthy of honour, he, as a result of
his arrogance and irreverence when born amongst

. mankind, will have a birth in a low family. -

If a person is not stubborn, not haughty,
honours those who are worthy of honour, he, as a
result of his humility and reverence, when born

_amongst mankind, will have a birth in a high family.
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If a person does not appmach the learmned and
the virtuous and inquire what is good and what is
evil, what is right and what is wrong, what should
be practised and what should not be practised, what
should be done and what should not be done, what

* conduces to one's welfare and what to the reverse, .
he, as a result of his non-inquiring spirit, when
born amongst mankind, will be ignorant.

If a person does approach the learned and the
virtuous and make the above inquiries, he, as a
result of his inquiring spirit, when born amongst
mankind, wﬂl be mtelhgent .
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Depending on this difference in Kamma appears
the differences in the birth of beings, high and low,

base and exalted, happy and miserable. Depending

le]

le]

on the difference in Kamma appears the difference
in the individual features of beings as beautiful and
ugly, high-bormn or low-born, well-built or deformed.
Depending on the difference of Kamma appears the
difference in the worldly conditions of beings as
gain and loss, fame and disgrace, blame and praise,

happiness and misery.
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Buddhism also teaches that there are three
types of Kamma: Kamma that ripens in the same
lifetime, Kamma that ripens in the next life and
Kamma that ripens in successive births. Generally
speaking, these three forms of Kamma are bound
to produce results [vipaka), but to produce any
effect, several auxiliary causes are required, and it
sometimes happens that such auxiliary causes do
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not artse, and there are no effects. It may also
come about that some weak Kamma is counteracted
by stronger Karnma of an opposite type, and so does
not produce vipaka or resultant.
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But, usually the results of good and bad Kamma
may be seen manifesting side by side, as for in-
stance, when a child is bom into a rich and power-
ful family, but is physically weak; or, being born of
poor parents may be healthy and highly intelligent.
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In fact, all possible combinations of fortune and
misfortune are accountable to the admixture of past
good and bad Kamma.
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. Briefly, the generating of these three types of
Kamma depends on Causes that are to be found in
the workings of our minds. For, man's mind may
be likened fo a piano keyboard playing tunes all
the time. This keyboard has seventeen keys, or, '
thought-moments, and these comprise one whole
thought-process. Of these, there are seven impor-
tant keys which play a dominant mle, and which
determine all our moment-to-moment actions. In
Buddhist Psychology they are referred to as the
Javana process.
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And, in the manner one presses these seven
keys, so to speak, provided the auxiliary causes
also arise, the tunes will be played. Or in the -
manner one re-acts to the impact of sensations that

0

pour through the five sense-organs on to the Javana

keys, one begins to create his future heavens and
hells.
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. For instance, if the re-action to the impact is
on the first of these seven thought-moments, the
resultant (vipaka), if any, will be in this life-time
itself: if the re-action is on the seventh of the seven.
thought-moments, the resultant, if any, will be in
the next or subsequent birth; and, if the re-action
is on any of the intervening thought-moments —from
second to sixth - the resultant, . if any, depending
on gravity, will be at some time, in this, the next, or
any future birth, before Nibbana is finally attained.
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‘Now, this should not surprise us very much.
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For, do we not think before we act? And, in the
process of thinking, do we not sometimes do a thing
reaﬁily, spontaneously, or, again, with a degree of
caution, -seeming to hesitate, as it were.

Hence, even though we do not realize it, we are
all doing a bit of gear-changing in our minds before
performing any act, and this regulates all our actions
into three different streams of resultants - three
types of Kamma. And, the situations confronting
us at any time, have been projected, to a large
extent, by the way our mental gears changed from
time to time in response-to sense-impressions.
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Nature has thus ordered herself well, and the
process of Becoming is kept going from moment to
moment, and from birth to birth: As Shakespeare
once so aptly said: 'All the world's a stage, and- all
the men and women are merely players. They have
their exits and their entrances. And one man in
his time plays many parts'. .
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If we rémember these points we may under-
stand why a powerful swindler, criminal or even.
murderer of today sometimes seems to get away
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with his crime, while the 'good-fearing’ and pious
folk of today appear to be dogged with misfortune
with every stride they take! From the Buddhist point
of view there is nothing to be alarmed at this.
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It may, in the case of the former (where a very
strong past good Kamma is operating), be an
instance, where folk are misusing what they had
worked hard for themselves in an earlier time, while
in the latter case, too, it may just be that though
these people are now quiet and chastened, they had
not always been like that in earlier incarnations,
and are now, in a way, paying for what they too
have had.
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Understanding this, the Buddhist naturally
pities the wrong doer, while at the same time not
. envying his good fortune. Yes, pity him, because
he is harming himself, like the man who foolishly
" withdraws all his money putting none back into the
bank again. A day soon dawns when he is penni-
less. That, in effect, also explains why many a king
of a former time is perhaps a beggar on the streets
today.
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. The inequalities and seeming injustices of life
thus become intelligible in the hght of the law of
cause and effect. And that is also how we can get
reason out of the mass of incongruity we call
human life. ) :
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Buddhists are patient by nature, and always
merciful and long-suffering towards the wrong-doer.
They are tolerant because they are convinced that
they are not dealing with one life-time only; they -
are dealing with infinity. Old scores are settled
‘automatically in due time. And, nothing is final,
until Nibbana is attained. '
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Thus we see that our mental, intellectual, and
moral differences are mainly due to our own actions
and tendencies, which are the pre-dispositions to
our present conditions, while the manner in which
we react to sitiiations confronting us now from time
to time also contribute to the situations in which
we shall find ourselves-in the future.
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"By Kamma one attains glory and praise,
" By Kamma bondage, ruin, tyranny,
Knowing that Kamma bears fruit manifold,
Why say ye, 'In the world no Kamma is?' "
(1. Ven, Narada, The Buddha Dhamma.)
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A note by Dr. George Grimim in The Doctrine of
the Buddha, p.246, would be of considerable
interest to us in our attempts to understand the
law of Karnma. For, says Dr. Grimm:

It is not difficult in all these cases also to show
the law of affinity as the regulator of the grasping
of a new germ that occurs at death.’ .
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Who is so devoid of compassion as to be able to
kill men or even animals, carries deep within him-
self the inclination to shorten life. He finds satis-
faction or even pleasure in the short-livedness ol
other creatures, Short-lived germs have therefore
some affinity which makes itself known after his
death in the grasping of another germ which then
takes place to his own detriment. Even so, genns-
bearing within themselves the power of developing
into a deformed body, have an affinity for one who
finds pleasure in ill-treating and disfiguring others.
‘ c ¢ .0 ¢ o ¢ . [ c ¢ ¢
R34 9ferpcs odagnigpinfud od(godqd
a[:éqooacp' :racxafg;mé-éca:o :)RQDé :)Rcsﬁ 3.)&0;3)(788"
3 :ra:nmo% o?cooaav_ 31305403 §05QE: gooaoocaooc
coo: cqjmgleﬁ " :R:Dav_ :ra[§o :Dg;oqqp 18 32200503607C:
[B&:3 coq3SgRenod aydglyiod cop feaah nadelo

320005036000 2654100 005edgIRg), fe I rfjocded



http://www.dhammadownload.com

ol cSlobom vl

Qo7 0p G0CYR§6IBa| (F:06§0003 sFoguSup(ac:
C C (g C C C ‘ (o} C <
[gsc_: qc:n‘ﬁw GC: coTngcoocgp:cosﬁ N CQAGEIIN OO0
<] co, co c. S oscoT: S Svwsl
o qjma).cpqlmm:c@oc.:raogm [Esoco Q0@ I QI
261 §],0E:0005 03058 0[5, [(B:0g0:c00606000 gb:
Q < : < < '] o o [
3 ﬂ@wa 206§{P:OPO POV VI:0)IN: @aq:@?@c:
¢ o ¢ < E"‘ o < C C c Q¢ c C C
§C 0PLOCOMIPN| §J|,0gc:63¢ @cqo@c:o?_g eypPgconod
:Dé QR?E g:mégj 900’3055-2 gﬂeﬁ N
‘An angry person begets within himself an
affinity for ugly bodies and their respective germs,
since it is the characteristic mark of anger to dis-
figure the face.
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Whoever is jealous, niggardly. haughty, carries

within himself the tendency to grudge everything to
others and to despise them. Accordingly germs
that are destined to develop in poor, outward circum-
stances, possess affinity for him'!

(1. Ven. Narada, The Buddha Dhamma.)
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It is, of course, only a consequence of the
above, that a change of sex may also ensue.

Thus it is related in the Digha Nikaya No.XXI
that Gopikd, a daughter of the Sakya house, was
reborn after her death as Gopaka Devaputta (the
son of Deva), because the female mind had become
repulsive to her, and she had formed a male mind
within herself.
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Whatever pain or happiness we experience is,
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therefore, an inevitable consequence of a past act.
The Buddha Dhamma makes no provision for
rewards and punishments. The followers of the
Buddha speak in terms of cause and effect.
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In the words of Silacara Thero: 'If a pcrsbn
- does something in his sleep, gets out of bed and
walks over the edge of a verandah, he will fall into
the road below and in all likelihood break an arm or
leg or suffer something worse. But this will happen
not at all as a punishment for his slecp-walking
but merely as its result.

And the fact that he did not _lemember going
out on the verandah would not make the slightest
" difference to the result of his fall from it, in the
shape of broken bones. So the follower of the
Buddha takes measures to see that he does not walk
over verandahs or other dangerous places, asleep
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or awake, so as to avoid hurting himself or anybody
who might be below and on whom he might fall.'
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Though the Buddha attributes this variation '
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in character and outward disposition in different
beings to Kamma, yet He does not assert that
everything is due to Kamma. There are five Order
of Niyamas according to the Buddha. Kamma is
only one of the five orders that prevail in the uni-
verse.
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Santati, i.e., flux or continuity... but no 'Soul'
204 03 vyeam E&Jﬁmé 23600 ‘2agy of)

But Kamma or the 'force' of energy which is
generated through our good and evil actions is not
stored within the psyche {mind) or in a 'soul' of a
theistic concept. The Buddha teaches that there is
no such 'storehouse’ in this everchanging complex
machinery of man, for, man himself, is merely a
group of five aggregates (Pancakkhandha).
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But the Buddha teaches that’instead of such
an unchanging 'soul’ or permnanent ‘'entity’, there is
a flux or Santati (continuity), which is the result of
every experience the individual has passed thiough,
every influence felt, every impression feceived. and
dependent on this Santati (continuity), a goup of
appropriate aggregates (suitable to that individual
flux or Santati) comes together, and a new being
arises at the death of the old being. Apart from this
group of aggreagtes and apart from this changing
flux (or Santati) which itself is changing every
moment, as 'it' takes in and lets out, so to speak,
impressions from time to time, there is no 'store-
house', nor a being.



http://www.dhammadownload.com

JoJ ' o cdlobom wE:onéeh

Q%G:DS o:%a%c;:no ec@né:cﬁwé ‘33009’3%90?05 33@
p5§eon ‘Bmep Bo2: samed @&;_]cﬁcs?@é: B euyos
20803 (aoorScochg‘] @5@57@5:) V%) ﬁwéu? [6oSgoopep:
cux[n:c0n5g0pSH AGoog 0830pS ¢SS B (8od -

~

ao‘f?:éqc;:no 33@03_39@0%5:8\3 mdﬁ:ém:@qcm @@o

005eepadyo3 e Bagj: Supdqea0n 8053§EgodE: e
2afsdG:aq€ o 2ag 03 (s0adounse) [BE¢E:) 3260l 035

Q0 C o

Q C o] o [N C [N Q [y [
9e) (RFogedm [gdmdmes  Boupod 20 039¢ Beay
caxn) wécqﬁwé agoqp:cﬁ :mgoocﬁsg:né ;oo @5
mo@sﬁ ] o:%:raa’] Lpaéaoggo] cwa@:@:qﬂé :nggo’]ooé
063: [gdeulcmeln afjegogp:el :2es¢ afje(ont:cdesy
can [Es&no&noé‘(aﬁ.eqoﬁ :D%bg) 9 C\écgJé °$°“?°é"ﬂ
c 0o [, orre ¢ [N oy
QOR0: o) wg;o’]wﬁmg: oqey)! o?@ocum:noe(wo% o3)
9 ¢ 9o¢ < c, cOocM CcoC O CCN__C .
f??(DO?CDDaC\)a. O’)O%?@- UJDQJ? DUDQ goocgqp.(r%
Ce - ¢c . ¢ _¢C C ~ [ [ <
C\)maq?@: o?oocgooqc:@c_: smod q[gnc:c\)c\q_lm qloopoH
‘a%c;c\p&'a’ L?Gj(\)é: eﬁl ;)D%QO’] L?Gj(\)é: eﬁcan
Strange though it may seem, yet it is true, that
this glorious and noble outlook on life and its pro-
blems receives wonderful corroboration from the
researches of modern Western Psychologists. For,
the recent tendency in philosophical thought has
been so marked that modem psychology is nick-
named, 'Psychology without a psyche (soul).’
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Says W.S. Lily. the great Roman Catholic
author: "The existence of the immortal in man is
becoming increasingly discredited under the
influence of the dominant schools of modem
thought. The scientists whom the nineteenth
century heard most gladly have been much more
affirmative in negation. The so-called “soul” they
insist is a "bundle of sensations, emotions,
sentiments, all relating to the physical experiences
of the race and the individual.” ‘
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Wundt, the eminent psychologist, in his well-
known work, tells us: "Psychology proves that not
only our sense-perception, but the memorial images
depend for their origins upon the functionings of
the organs of sense and movement”, and holds that
a continuance of this sensuous consciousness must
appear irreconcilable with the facts of experience’.
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Professor James, who is even more modern
than Wundt, accounts the term 'soul’ a mere figure
of speech to which no reality corresponds. ‘The
word', he insists, 'explains nothing and guarantees
nothing; its successive thoughts are the only intel-
ligible things about it; and definitely to ascertain
the correlation of these with brain processes is as
much as psychology can empirically do'.
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Western science forsooth can do nothing more,

but Eastern sages by, psychical exercises can so

develop the clairvoyant faculty that they can look
into past lives. For instance, we hear the Buddha,
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the greatest Eastern Sage ever known to man,
saying: ‘ '
‘I recalled my varied lot in former exis-
tences as follows: first one life, then two
lives, then three, four, five, ten, twenty, up
to fifty lives, then a hundred, a thousand,
. a hundred thousand, then the dissolution
of many world cycles, then the evolution
of many world cycles. In that place I was
of such name, such a farnily, such a caste,
such a dietary, such the pleasure and pain
I experienced, such my life's end. ‘Vanish-
ing from there, I came into existence
elsewhere. Then such was'my name, such
my family ... etc. Thus; I recalled the many

births in my former existences.

Tgnorance was dispelled, and know-
ledge arose; darkness vanished, and light"
arose...' ‘ ‘ ‘

( from 'Reminiscences of Previous Births--Pubbe-
Nivisinussati Nana). -
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Chapter V
soag,: (9)
Can We Believe in Re-birth?

10206 [g8[gE:0} uhmpd§ Eaocun:

Now, a question arises. Can we be sure of 'Re-
birth', or, survival after death? In other words, does
this accumulated energy or ‘force' continue to re-
manifest itself on other and various planes of con-
sciousness, or does it cease to exist with our death?
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" According to the Law of Conservation of Energy
and Indestructibility of Matter, it is certain that in
the process called 'death’ nothing is lost. The animal
heat goes off somewhere in the atmosphere or in
some other matter; the animal magnetism and
vitality are momentarily lost sight of, but soon they
will be attached to other organic beings such as
plants or animals to begin a new cycle of embodi-
ment. The physical constituents of the body will go
~ to their appropriate places, into the air as gases,
into the water as fluids, into the earth as salts and
minerals, and in a short time may form the parts of
a flower, or fruit, or animal. '
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But, where or what is the willing, the thinking,
the remembering, the directing force which once
controlled all these and held them together in unity?

This, as we have seen, is the life-flux (Santati)
that continues.to seek manifestation from one
sphere of existence to another, as nothing can be
destroyed, in "keeping with the law ‘of the conser-
vation of energy. And, this energy is sustained and

maintained by the force of Craving.
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But, this force is invisible. Yes. But much that
has in the past been invisible, is now made known
through other processes. For instance, ultra-violet
rays are invisible but show their existence through
their chemical reaction. Is it not reasonable then
to assume that consciousness and memory are also
able to exist invisibly in nature and volitionally show
their existence through the vital and the physical
dnity manifested by a living being? In fact, this is
the revolutionary conclusion to which western men
of science have now come to having weighed all the
latest scientific discoveries in the realms of phy-
siology and biology as well as psychology and psy-
chical research.
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There is, i‘ndeed, no forcing aside Professor
Fechner's conviction that the problem is a psycho-
physical problem.

Thus is established scientifically the existence
in man of a subconsciousness which in the great
mass of people is almost totally dormant. Hence,
the shallowness and unscientific nature of the
question of objectors to the Re-birth Doctrine who
ask why, if we have lived before here on this planet



http://www.dhammadownload.com

36 , cdlobom o&:onleh

in human body we do not remember it, must now
be obvious.
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However, even this objection has now been
overcome by the new Science of Hypnotism. For
Albert Moll in Hypnotism, Dr. Pitre, Dean of the
.Faculty of Medicine, Bordeaux, Ffance. Sigmund
Freud, the illustrious Genman Psychologist, and a
host of others in more recent times, have proved
conclusively that many long forgotten incidents in
life dating back not merely to childhood but to the
moment of conception in the mother's womb, can
be recalled through Hypnotism, and it has also been
found reasonable to assume in the same manner
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that the many experiences irrupted into the normal
consciousness through this’ process and found
unaccountable are those experiences preserved in

memory from a life anté-dating birth.
[+]
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Three Typical Cases of Re-birth
200oBfgbfal: s40009

Notwithstanding the scientific basis for this,
there have been many cases reported of people, in
India particularly, recalling incidents of their
previous lives. The following instances from the
French Treatise by Leon Denis, entitled Life and
Destiny would be of interest:-
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(1) A case is related of a child at Simala (India),
who remembered that he was assassinated in the
year 1814. His name (in his previous life} was Mt
Tucker, and he was Superintendent of the Council.
The child recalled even small incidents of that life,
and, taken to the place where the assassination
occurred, was terror-stricken.
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(2) In 1880, at Vera Cruz (Mexico), a seven years
old child possessed the power to heal. Several
people were healed by vegetable remedies pre-
scribed by the child. When asked how he knew .
these things, he said that he was formerly a great
doctor and his name then was Jules Alpherese. This
surprising faculty developed in him at the age of
four years. T
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(3) The famous Roman Catholic French writer
Lamartine described in his Voyage in the Orient,
his distinct re_miniscencés of a far past. He says: '
had in Judea no Bible or chart in hand. Ther was
no person to give me the antique name of the valleys
and mountains. Nevertheless, I at once rcognised
the Valley and the Battlefield of Saul ! When we
reached the convent, the Fathers confimned with
exactitude my previsions... With the exception of
the Valley of Lebanon, [ saw scarcely any spot which
was not for me like a memory. Finally, céxe]ess of
what even his Roman Catholic brethren or the
Fathers might say, he put himself down -on rcord
in these words: "Have we lived two lives, or a
thousand? Is not our memory but a tarnished
image that the breath of God revives?"!

(1. From Ceylon lectures (1921) by Dr. Evans-Wentz.)
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To those who are willing to accépt Truth wher-

‘ever Truth is found, these words of a great Roman
Catholic author would be of pmfouhd interest.
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These are some of the salient features in the
Buddha's teachings, many of which are now being
confirmed from time to time by the researches of
independent thinkers in the West. The Buddha
makes no appeal to emotiori. His appealis to man's
reason and intelligence.
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The seeker after Truth would note, however,
that in dealing with great problems of birth, life and
death, the Buddha's methods and appmach have
been different to those prevailing in our own time.
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For, while today mathematics and the con-
trolled experiments are used, the Buddha resorted
_ to the expedient of similes and metaphors to bring
home the truths He propounded to His hearers.
That is the only difference between conditions

obtaining 2,500 years ago and now.

we[m0:¢0 0§pupsE 08§:q| 0 ©6:206
o5} weg 2R vpdselin. [Godgoepiogs
Qe (030 ‘5‘0380?3” GU’”E Gmﬁwﬁ 39‘?‘?00‘(’ o3
GOTC\BC mcsp GOG]?:DOS(Y) eowq_p ?C (DCD’.) i&tp Gﬁ
cogpm§ conS(BrdRaR 320d:{qeondiul 20pSN ojagicsoopd
0R$3c20 §0 J00 cmpPm q§§eo0n Be(3PEeyP:4c
LDGq»_ 336@:96§q_p:8§ mﬂg?mé:cw @Q:§O:q’(ﬁc @60’]
20000

&



© http /wWw-anEEdowntvad.-com-« -- -

Chapter VI
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Buddhism and Science
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The Truth is the same in any age, even if the
methods leading to its understanding vary. And,
when we consider the evidence in the light of mo-
dern science, we shall find that the results achieved

have been the same.
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For instance, the Buddhist view of mind and
matter— phenomena—is that they are all illusions,
not real. Numerous are the instances wherein the
Buddha draws attention to this. Maya is what He
called the illusory nature of material phenomena.
Whether man or beast, angel or devil, from the
atom to the stars in the heavens, everything is
governed by the law of 'Dependent Origi‘nation‘ -
Paticca-Samuppada. When the conditions or causes
cease, the object, too, ceases. But the spher of
Maya—Illusion—is one of 'relative reality’, that is to

. say, a thing is real on its own level, but not real in
any absolute sense.
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For example, to the consciousness functioning
on the same level, a solid is a solid exactly as it
appears to us, but to the consciousness functioning
on a different level, or on a different vibrational
frequency, the solid would appear in a different way.
It would be, as physics tells us it is, a collection of
atomic particles in continual movement, held to-
gether by the electronic laws of attraction and
repulsion, and so forth. '
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Another easily understandable example would
be that of light. For, while we say there is light,
there are beings who see darkness where we, hu-
mans, see light. Such beings are the owls. Hence,
in a word, from the Buddhist point of view the
material world is one of illusion.
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And, it is this fundamental fact that the Buddha
strives so hard to drive into the minds of His fol-
lowers. Unless this basic fact of all phenomena is
recognized and realized by the Seeker, he remains
tied to the wheel of life, and can make no progress
on the path to Liberation.
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For his ignorance leads him to believe that
there is form and substance when in reality there
is not. And his ignorance binds him to the processes
of cause and effect, and his mind continues to move
like a prisoner confined within his own false con-
structions. He cannot get outside the orbit of his
own limitations, and so cannot see the process in
its entirety or understand his own nature. There
is, therefore, no end to suffering for one who is
victim to such Delusion (Moha). To win one's libera-
tion, there must be realization that relative con-
cepts are unreal, because they are relative.
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In fact, 'experiments have revealed that the
whole mass of the electron was due to its electrical
charge. This also proved conclusively that matter
was devoid of a material substratum and paved the
way for the making of the atorn bomb which became
a possibility once it was proved that matter was
energy pure and simple. Onthe authonty of science,
therefore, we have to look upon the whole material
world as an 111u51on in which energy masquerades
in the form of matter
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Indeed, the Buddha's views on phenomena
are thus confirmed today by western science. For,
whatever our senses may say, the picture presented
to us through physics of the phenomenal world, is
that there is no solidity, forn or substance to be
seen anywhere in the universe, but merely a
collocation of forces in a perpetual state of flux, a
momentary 'arising and passing away'.
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The turning point in the scientific world came
when the atom was analysed, and it was found to
resolve into energy — a process of transmutation
from one-form of radiation to another, a continual
cycle of 'arising and passing away' of electmnic
particles.

According to physics, then, solids are nothing
more than event$ in the continuum of space and
time, and matterial objects are mainly space. Solid
itself is merely a convention of speech based on the
deceptive data provided by the senses and has no
basis in reality. From the electrons therefore to
the stars in their heavenly courses there is nothing
that is not in motion. Immobility i$ only in appear-
ance.
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~ Thus, we see, that in its own way science has
helped the Buddhist cause, because the process of
universal flux and its inherent substancelessness
of matter are fundamentals of Buddhism. But this
process of universal flux and inherent substance-
lessness of matter have greater implications than
we at first suspected.
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For, now, we find that man and his mind are
themselves part of the causal process. Man cannot
get outside it, as it were, and view phenomena’
objectively, because he, too, is a part of this whole
illusory fabrication. In other words, the whole
subject-object relationship is now brought into
question.
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Our conclusion then is that the phenomenal
world is unreal, though on our present levels of
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consciousness, receiving deceptive data, through the
five bases or sense-organs, we are led to believe
that it is real. In fact, it is this unreal mind which
is itself part of the illusory phenomenal world, that
makes us believe in a non-existent soul--or 'atma’.
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How this happens is explained by the Buddha
by reference to a ball of fire, which, when whirled
rapidly, can, for a time, create the illusion of a circle.
From which we see that motion can create the
illusion of rest under certain circumstances and for
acertain time. Therefore, everything in the Universe
is Maya— lllution— a set of relations, nothing more!



http://www.dhammadownload.com

BouSegh ggorom R®

crjogeSoniy oaSaiGsedTorsnadol Sicir o of:
mo:cj @cggo::?sp: ﬂé:@@d}%ﬁméu 3::\'?:0350'?:(73 c\ﬂé
(680 0058¢E: cwbia[onéioné g wdicuioyé 8:035:@:
890003 3F|F072000207g) 0p5fes0pSupeomfaSeo:
ﬁ @5@0T@eﬁ 1 Qﬁeom(}a ma{ﬂ_can mc@aacqaqp;?é 39%%;
oo oracg?aacgé:é cg_cqp:(ﬁ:oé ooé@&ﬁu?can 39@5
B 0§3c0: 38 do3ns: ogiShBaet 1 Sefmnt eBogo
39035:§ <-hel u;g:ugpoé 39@5?0:3 @203 200 @5a)é|
<17 mé:aarr:ﬁ[: aorﬁagcﬁﬁqp:a)o @g)&)él Qﬁoon% c°3c\3$
ﬂ oy eﬁtﬂ i

The modern scientific view of the material world
is tvhus in harmony with that of the Buddha.
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Kant had actually suspected the subjectivity
of space and time, but 50 years ago scientists agreed
that space and time were independent realities. But
Einstein had now finally revolutionised the minds
of scientific men by propounding his famous Theory
of Relativity.

And as if to add to the discomfiture of the
theists, late in 1949, Einstein put forward his most
recent theory— the Unified Theory, which ‘encom-
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passes not only.the boundless gravitational and
electro-magnetic fields of interstellar space, but also
the tiny, terrible field inside the atom.’ |
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In the light of this enlightening theory regard-
ing the two primordial forces, as a conmentator puts
it, 'the whole complex of the universe — the macro-
cosmos and the microcosmos will resolve into a
homogeneous fabric in which matter and eneigy are
indistinguishable and all forms of motion from the
slow-wheeling of the galaxies to the wild flight of
electrons become simply changes in the structure
and concentration of the primordial fields'.
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Here, then, is beautiful explanation of the
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puzzling harmony of the Cosmbs without recourse
to a mysterious unknown—God. The Buddha en-
compassed both gravitational and electro-mag-
netism in His Doctrine of Anicca—Transiency.
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There is also ample proof that the cqmllaries
which spring up as a result of Einstein's revolu-
tionary outlook have all been anticipated by the
Buddha. for, the whole universe, as we have seen
is Maya. After all, we identify an object by its coloug
smell, taste, and so on, but these exist only in our
minds and ‘can no more be ascribed to the exter-
nal object than can the tickling or pain caused
sometimes by touching such an object'.
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'Thus scientists and philosophers are now
agreed that the whole universe is a construction of
the mind and exists only in the mind as an edifice
of conventional symbols shaped by the-senses of
man'. .

Hence, if we could see ‘things as they really
are', the world may appear in an entirely different
hue or even as one vast void.

'By mind the world is led, by mind is drawn;

And all men own the sovereignty of mind'.

Q C [ . c o ¢ ¢ [
ag_[éocj o@ogooao?c\?:o.:p_g doden 0Op0GIDMY
63 [68[3:0g1¢ cpa) woQgpian deedeuipima3é: o)
08 DS eNAOYP:§E PSERODAIAE0D TGOS

RFHB[E6 805053000 00p5§E07E:03 wgms] Bgopgé



http://www.dhammadownload.com

Joo A cdlodom o0&l

. C [o] [y . . T [ . Q - . Q
QPEIFE IAV$O LPIGCYP: (cog.ca ﬂcqp.) 0 IO
@cﬂ ooén
- fiweeoptiafmng ‘mapogygpinp 6610 29500005

cO < oc 9 ¢cCc O [y oc [} [y
p5f{rdpimdde:’ 0g§dos (gEeog dE(mupdahogé mgp
[(—n_‘i:ooé 0910 [90:40:6000 IeePEI?EOY: 03 UPOD @:eo:

< < < [y < < [y oc <
cqwc@ocan wc:mc:@cooa)?a;@o ooccoTc\nme_;ag_sn
'Sogooé mg’occ\nmo% §:c;aoac°:cq05§eﬁ|
8052005 MgPGaMaS sgclegan .
b 2.0 [N - ﬁ < 0 0C O¢
Q300,300 0@ 39q|lo:xa[§o FNAOY QCHC
e’ :

From time to time in His discourses, the
Buddha has compared the world to foam, a bubble
or to a mirage. The unsubstantiality of matter is
specifically referred to in the Sutta Nipata:-

'As void one should look upon the world
O Moghar3ja, being ever mindful;

When he has destroyed the theory of self,
Then will he overcome death'.
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Now Einstein has also said that matter and
mind must arise together or not at all; that, in.other
words, there is simultaneous génesis of matter and
mind. The question then arises, 'Who created these
two illusions? ' The answer obviously is that they
created each other, for no other reason, than that
no sane person would attempt to create an illusion .
and confer his imprimatur on it as perfect truth
having the basis of Self.
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And, Einstein says, 'l cannot conéeive of an
‘Almighty Creator who punishes and rewards the
- objects of his own creation. Itis a challenge to his
omnipotent fairness'. ’
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The Buddha explained the strange phenome-
non of ‘'self-creation' by referring to two sticks
neither of which can be made to stand upright by -
itself, but both of which can be made to do so if
they are made to support each other, %
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The fact, however, that they must arise together
or not at all, also makes them inseparable twins,
which in turn, point to a common source. Henri
Bergson has shown what that source is. - For, he
has explained at some length that mind is a
condensation from consciousness. He has also said
that once Consciousness'is present, matter can be
deduced from it. In other words, Consciousness
gives rise to mind and matter. Ahd, that precisely
is what the Buddha has said: 'Consciousness
(Vififiana) gives rise to mind (Nama) and matter
(Rupa). Now, how would we explain this?
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According to the Buddhist law of Dependent
Origination (Paticcasamuppada), Mind (or-néama)
stands only for the three mental groups, viz. feeling,
perception, mental-formations. Consciousness is
singled out, in order to show that all mental and
physical life of beings is dependent on it. In other
words, this means that without Consciousness (oxg
awareness), there can not be mental or physical
phenomena, while at the same time, for there to be
Consciousness, there must also be mental and phy-
sical phenomena.
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Hence, any state of Consciousness (o5, aware-
ness), can arise only along with its concomitant
Mental phenomena, such as feeling, etc.,by way of
'‘Co-nascence’, or, simnultaneous arising (Sahajata-
paccaya). Because Consciousness (or, awareness)
cannot arise and exist without feeling, and feeling
cannot arise and exist without consciousness (or

awareness) of it.
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"It is therefore true to say that through Con-
sciousness (or, awareness) mental and physical
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phenomena are conditioned, while on the other
hand, it is equally true to say that there can be no
consciousness without mental and physical pheno-
mena. For, there must be mental and physical
phenomena present if one is to be conscious (org
aware) of them.
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Hence, with the arising or presence of Con-
sciousness (or, awareness), there is mental and

n

physical phenomena by way of 'Co-nascence’, or
simultaneous arising (Sahajata-paccaya). This, as
Bergsonhas explained at some length, means that
'mind is a condensation from Consciousness'. For,

Mind (nama) as we have seen, means the three
mental groups, viz. feehng perception, mental-for-
mations. And, for these to arise there must be
Consciousness. Hence, if Consciousness is reduced
to a smaller circuit or circle, we get mind.
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We now come to the next proposition made by
Bergson, namely, that once Consciousness is
present, Matter (or Rupa) can be deduced from it.
. To get a clearer understanding of this let us study
one of the states of Consciousness—eye-conscious-
ness, for example. We then find that when for the
first time at birth, the visual organ, the eye, begins
to function, at that very first moment, of the arising
of eye-consciousness, there is co-arising or simul-
taneous arising (Sahajata-paccaya)j of the sensitive
visual organ. For, as long as the sensitive organ of
the eye does not yet exist, so long eye-consciousness
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does not arise. Hence, if eye-consciousness is
present, the sensitive organ of the eye has also
arisen. B

R§5R3 23 105 (8) wolal 303a0maBGaase3
aé:m:@eéu qé:aaa%[;{qjcrgqa '390511::39 méﬁcq,aaé
23] q5:9m5m<§ sﬂf) (ﬂo)of?’ aoé@écog:ao%gé:oé’ 0
o WP [gdeln @m0} §IqE:ccipn ¢m:copb§las
33080’5 mslﬁagﬁaac@mcg?l eomm:@é @é:)gﬁ of?’ 03];6
05}_ ccx_)’c\n@éo'}o%u

cg:gi:'wéaaa'] 39@5399@335] @5:;:).73 eucrsam 0o
§:a§:3a[§§539[§5 oméaacgécgéaaé&s '03]%(30% corg_qeé
@fmﬁu o@ocoea'q:sa@ééoécmé @53%80’5 @cgcoTc\n
:né‘}cff Q€505 30§820p5 m(eéxnd] (m);)loanalqcf)g
m@é‘qé)mémé: (o00renon-0gud 20g336) BoRorng
@560']“(\7385 1 :fachoé:gp qjcﬁgsﬁ mﬁﬁ&gaﬁéaafﬂ (oogl
0203) eméﬁcw:mgj mocx,)oogcQ: @é:)gcgogwémé:
6[g8euTan€dli 3386 88805 [s8ecTamaonimsl
oc@pmamé&é: @écon@: @&]coeéu

A further explanation here, however, would
not be out of place. During life there is a difference.
For, during life, Consciousness is a later-arising
condition dependent on the aheady arisen (Rupa)
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physical phenomena, as the sensitive organ of the
eye may be present without eye-consciousness,
when, for example, another sense-ogan like the ear,
is functioning. Hence, during life, consciousness
forns merely a prop and support for the upkeep of
the body.' In as much as the feeling of hunger is a
condition for the feeding and upkeep of this already
arisen body, so, too, by its later-arising, Conscious-
ness is a condition and support to this already arisen
body. For, if Consciousness would arise no moe,
the physical organs would gradually cease their
functioning, lose their faculties, and the body would
die.
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From which we see that for Consciousness to -
arise there must be the '‘Co-nascence’, or, simul-
taneous arising of feeling, perception, etc., because
Consciousness and all its mental concomitants awe
inseparable, bound up together, and mutually
dependent upon one another. And, as long as these
mutually support and depend on each other, the
body being fed through the sense-organs, continues
to live.
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We have, however, not discussed another
important question that arises, namely, that mental
phenomena, such as feeling, perception, and-so on,
cannot arise without physical bases, or sense-
organs. How, then do the sense-organs arise?
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Aécording to Buddhism, the four characteris-
tics of matter, viz. cohesion, extension, heat and’
‘motion, are to any one of the five bases or sense-
organs, at the very moment of their first coming into
existence, a condition by way of simultaneous-
. arising {Sahajata-paccaya); during life these four
physical characteristics are to the five bases, or
sense-organs, a condition by way of Foundation
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(Nissaya), on which the sense-organs are entirely
dependent. Furthermore, the physical phenomenon
Vitality', or, riipa-jivit'indriyo is a necessary con-
dition by way of its 'presence’ for the arising of the
five bases, or sense-organs.
In other words, for the five Bases, or sense-
~ organs to exist there must be Physical life which
depends on 'Vitality', without which the five Bases
or sense-organs, could not arise and exist. The five
sense-organs can also exist b_nly as long as they get
"their necessary nutriment (a@hara) through the
presence of physical phenomena.!
(1. condensed from Word of the Buddha by Nyanatiloka.)
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Buddhism thus proves conclusively what Berg-
~ son perhaps merely surmised, namely, that 'once
Consciousness is present, matter can be deduced
from it'". .
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Thus, we see, that both modern science and
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philosophy have arrived at the stage where 'Con-
scidusness gives rise to mind (Nama) and matter
{Rupa). But the Buddha goes further, to the root of
‘the matter, and in explaining the Law of Dependent
Origination—Paticca-Samuppada—shows how Con--
sciousness (Vinnana) is derived from Sankhﬁras
{Kamma-formations), and how Sarikh@ras (Kamma-
formations) arise from Ignorance {Avijja).
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What applies to mind and matter must also
apply to object and observer. But, matter and mind,
we know, are unreal. Hence, object and the observer
are both unreal because they have no separate exis-
tence. The correct view of the world then is that
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the world itself is real enough, but is only a set of -
relations. These relations are the building blocks -
- of the universe, and are explained in detail in
Pat_@hﬁna {the last of the great works on the Abhi-
Dhamma—Buddhist Psychology).
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" The Law of Dependent Origination (Paticca-
Samuppida) arose from the Orient, and was the
fruit of long struggle, experience and research
carried out by the Bodhisattva (i.e., Aspirant to
" Bodhi or Enlightenment), as he struggled from
existence to existence seeking Perfection. In His .
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final birth He attained Full Enlightennﬁeht and
became a Samma-Sambuddha. That was 2,500
.years ago. The Doclrine was first preached to only
five persons, who were al one time His erstwhile
companions and, later on, alter their conversion
by Him, became His first disciples. Today there
are.over 500,000,000 disciples, comprising the
Buddhist world.
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This great Doctrine now appears to find an

almost parallel in the West, in the Theory of Relativity
and the Unified Field Theory propounded by Einstein
in 1949. Thus Einstein becomes one of the greatest
scientists of our time, even though he has not

completely solved the whole problem of manifest
~ existence. ‘
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Chapter Vil
| 25§: (Q)
Buddhism Solves the Riddle of Life

U s

IN the foregoing chapter we have seen probably
the limits to which western science can go in its
examination of phenomena; it appears to have come
to rock bottom in its analysis of physical pheno-
mena. Fof. while theories are propounded, and even
held to be true, western men of science are unable
to tell us how we are to find out whether what they
propound is true. For, man and his mind, as we
have seen, are also part of the pl"'xen‘omenal process.
And, any attempt he makes with his present mind,
to examine phenomena, would be as if he wer trying
to look at that with which he is himself identified.
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For instance, when the mind registers an impression
which seems to say that we are seeing an object,
can we be sure that what we see is.indeed an object?
Or, that we are seeing something that has even a
close resemblance to what we think we see?
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Science can give no assurance herein. But
Buddhism can meet the Atomic Challenge, because
the supramuridane knowledge of Buddhism begins
where science leaves off. And this is clear enough
to anyone who has made a study of Buddhism. For
through Buddhist Meditation, the atomic consti-
tuents making up matter have been seen and felt,
and the sorrow, or unsatisfactoriness (or, Dukkha},
of their 'arising angd passing away' (dependent on
causes) has made itself known to the mind which
has stopped identifying itself with what we call a
'soul’ or atma’ — the illusion of SakKayaditthi, it is
called in the Buddha's teaching.
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If through Buddhist Meditation the process of
‘arising and passing away’ of the atomic constituents
of matter have been seen, even so long ago as 2,500
years ago, it must now be clear that the Buddha
Dhamma is based upon the direct perception of
ultimate Truth; and it #s only natural that the
discoveries of science can fnerely confirm it as they
are doing today.
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Now, what is the solution to the problem of
manifest existence, and how are we to discover the
Truth ourselves and see things as they truly are,
face to face, as it were? The Buddha, in His great
compassion, asks us to develop a transcendental
mind: that is to say, a mind which is outside the
causal process. And then, He says, we too would
be able to view the whole universe objectively, from
- outside, as it were! '
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When we ourselves develop such a mind,
recognising the fleeting nature of phenomenal
existence in the realms of Being and Becoming, there
will arise in our minds a feeling of Repulsion—
Nibbidd—for such continued manifestation. And
the Buddha says the development of such a mind is
possible in every way.
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For there are already three types of beings
known to Buddhists who have develpped such a
Mind: these are, a Samma-Sambuddha (i.e., a Fully-
Enlightened Being like our Buddha Himself), a
Pacceka Buddha (i.e., a Silent Buddha), an Arahat
(i.e., one who has realized the Doctrine himself
through the aid of a Buddha's teaching).
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That such a state of mind can be attained is
the teaching of the Supreme Buddha. In His dis-
pensation, that state of Supramundane Conscious-
ness which is outside the realms of ¢causal processes
is called Nibbana. In the Itivuttaka the Buddha
referring to Nibbana as the Goal of ultimate human
understanding and striving, outside all causal
states free and unfettered, says:—
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"There is, O Bhikkhus, an Unbom {(Ajataj, Un-
originated (Abhtuita), Unmade (Akata) and Non-
conditioned (Asankhata). If O Bhikkhus, there were
not this Unborn, Unoriginated, Unmade, and Non-
conditioned, an escape from the born, originated,
made and conditioned, would not be possible her.
As there is, O Bhikkhus, an Unbom, Unoriginated,
Unmade, and Non-conditioned, an escape fiom the
born, originated, made, conditioned is possible."

(1. Ven. Narada. The Buddha Dhamma.)
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The being who has attained to such a state of
Mind can live on, viewing phenomena objectively.
And, usually he does so for the good and welfare of
other beings. In time, when the force of energy
that propelled him onto that final state of human
existence is ultimately exhausted, he dies to that
state. But, unlike his earlier incarnations, he is
- now not re-born onto any of the several planes of
cognition, as Craving which gives rise to further
manifestdtion, has been finmly rooted out. For,
when all Craving ceases, the laws of 'attraction and
repulsion’ that give rise to a new being through the
grasping of a new germ, are no longer set in motion.
Nothing, however, is annihilated in the process. But,
what we have all the time been conventionally calhng

a 'being' does not arise again.
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Sir Edwin Arnold, describing that final cessa-
tion from the recurring cycles of birth and death,
says in his Light of Asia:
If any teach Nibbana is to cease,
Say unto such they lie;
If any teach Nibbana is to live,
Say unto such they err.
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The continuity alone is broken. For, the four
characteristics of matter— cohesion, extension,
heat and motion— do not come together to provide
"~ a foundation (Nissaya) for future manifestation.
These must always co-exist (even if one predo-
minates over the others) to provide a foundation for
phenomenal manifestation. They cannot exist
separately, according to Buddhism. That ultimate
state where there is no phenomenal manifestation,
also called Pari-Nibb@na, is attained at death, only
by one who has previously reached the state of
Nibbana (Non-Craving].
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Now, it will be interesting to ask ourselves
whether such a state, where there is neither annihi-
lation on the one hand, nor existence on the other
yet a 'state’, in contra-distinction to any known
physical (mundane) form, is, in any way, possible
of attainment? Sceptics may perhaps say that it is
merely a theory-an empty dream-and, to such the
story we have narrated earlier concerning the silly
fish and the turtle might well apply.

w3 op§6033ro0g) 96496 (ccad) gaoggofad
ao&qéqcrg a'?:oq(l5[§5: qrﬁ@é:@é:mé: 90?051 005
005 (5805 :c0pd: wLR0dean 3§grguy caledaop
:rac@:raégr% QS SPBR_EDS IPa:maol ooy
RE303 ce:m3p5a8 8oSocen:gudenné:ola36wpdn a5
200 §oagpim §go§uRoopd BUYPO ﬁa%?won (0920051

256mE:600 3B5edgpn(gda0pdny Beoral:Bmads



http://www.dhammadownload.com

8o eSlohom wE:onleh

¢ 9 o c - NS Q. _c~ S A
SPOH QIO IZOYM GOOCTIM ooc@@caoo SO0 Cclt
C oC o ) ¢ c [N < [ oCc [y
¢ egaddod e [g€a0pS Fag§a0eagpul Bgepdn
‘ Looking at the prospects before us, however, in
the light of modern atomic discoveries, we find that
Nibbana is, indeed, the only real state. For, Nibbana
involves the absence of cohesion, extension, heat
and motion. And, interpreting temperatures as the
intensity of thermal motion, scientists too have been
led to conclude that there should be such a 'state’ -
at a lowest possible— 'the absolute zem' temperature
where molecular mation is said to stop entirly.
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' Using thermo-dynamics for our arguments too
we can come to a similar conclusion, at least in
theory, and postulate that under certain cirrum-
stances, motion stops entirely. That is the Buddhist
point too. Hence, scientifically-speaking a 'state’
equivalent to NibbZna is in every way possibie of
attainment. For, if one characteristic of matter, say
motion, is abseht, the others too cannot exist. But
the western approach to the problem does not go
beyond the realm of theory, and is only hypotheti-
cal—does not 'deliver the goods'. And, at best, for
all pfactical pur.poSes, merely leads to the appear-
ance of the constituents of matter in different forms.
A clear illustration of this being found in respect of
certain substances, which at high bbiling points,
turn into gases, and tend towards unlimited expan-

sion, which might reach—even infinity.
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Matter does not disappear altogether In fact,
if it did, we would all disappear from the scene and
the measuring instruments too, and Lhere‘wc')uld
be none to watch the proceedings and live to tell the
tale. Indeed, violence will have been done to the
laws of Science whereby matter can neither be

“created nor destroyed. Without pursuing such fan-
tastical ideas to their logical conclusions, let us
revert to the subject under discussion. For, one
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+cannot work against physical laws and the western
approach is doomed to failure from the start.
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However, we know that the constituents of

3 3

matter provide a base or foundation ‘(Nissaya) for
phenomenal manifestation. Many religious systems
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have evolved hig};-sounding theories, beginning with
'faith in God' and ending there too. But none have
told us how to remove the foundation—how to stop
the process of Becomning. For, they have not realized
that 'faith in God', beautiful though it is, is no per-
manent remedy for the evil existence, for the roots
of the evil lie deeper. '
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The child may find security in its mother's
arms and be perfectly happy there. Even so, the
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child-mind may take refuge in the bosom of deities
and find comfort therein. But does the child know
aught of its mother's sorrows and difficulties?
Hardly, for she moves in a world that the child can-
not understand. Does the child-mind know aught
of the sorrows and difficulties deities have to content
. with in managing, so to speak, their little ‘worlds'?
- Hardly, for they move in worlds that the undeve-
loped mind cannot comprehend.

Hence, if we are to find the 'peace that passeth
all understanding’, as adults among religionists,
we must find a Way to stop birth which is the‘prelude
" to old-age, disease and death: the foundation upon
which phenomenal manifestation is built must be

removed. .
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Only then," would we be able to say: |
O house-builder! (ie., Craving] you are seen,
You shall build no house again.
All your rafters (i.e., passions) are broken,
Your ridge-pole (ie., Ignorance) is shattered,

The Uncondltloned has been attained.
(Dhammapada)
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To this day ‘scie‘ntists are, as we have seen,

groping in the dark—unable to help us attain to the

Unconditioned state.
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Buddhism alone says the feat can be peformed.
The riddle of Existence can be solved. Birth can be
stopped, —not by destroying matter universally, but
by stopping' the constituents of matter coming
‘together to provide a foundation for what we call

phenomenal manifestation. This is accomplished



http://www.dhammadownload.com

Jo8 , : ee% otionfel
by stopping motion, not as sciéntists are trying to -
do, from outside the atom or molecule, but from
inside,—from within, so to speak! It is 'a-splitting'
of the atom in the Metaphysical sense. For when
motion stops entirely, matter ceases to exist. That
is the Buddhist view. And, no phenomenal mani-
festation is possible (as this depends on the consti-
tuents of matter in some from or other).
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However, as we have seen, in keeping with the
development of knowledge in His time, the Buddha
did not use the scientific jargon of today. He ex-
plained His doctrines in different ways—mainly in
relation to the law of Kamma (i.e., Action) which
operates through the force of Craving. He proved
how true they were on the anvil of realization.

For, said the Buddha, where there is Craviﬁg.
there will always be burning (heat) and a ténd‘ency
to expand and to grasp, and so, as we understand
the problem, the laws of 'attraction and repulsion’
{which beget motion) will bégin to function bringing
together the molecules in varying combinations,
which, as of yore, are referred to even today, as
phenomenal manifestation, — the release of such
force being directed onto the several planes of cog-
nition like a spinning top that is wafted hither and
thither, not through the propulsion of an Extemal
Agency, or God, as some imagine, but by its own
kinetic energy generated through Craving for plea-
sures now here, now there, on the vast ocean of
Samsara.
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Here then is a scientific explanation to the per-
‘petual cycle of birth and. death,— this unceasing
revolution. For, where there is motion, there will
always be the other characteristics of matter to
provide a foundation for Consciousness, which in
its ultimate expansion through 'heat’ generated at
one-pointedness of mind, may through its intensity
reach—even infinity, in much the same manner that
some types of nuclear energy produced through,
say a pound of helium, is able to run a 100-watt
electric bulb for so long a time as 13,000,000 years.
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For, as we have said earlier, human or other
physical forms are merely the vessels or receptacles
(like bulbs) that hold the energy generated through
various forms of Craving. Accordingly, we find the
life-span in certain celestial worlds extending from
9,000,000 years to aeons of time—which, on the
same analogy, do not seem to be impossible of
attainment. These are the 'divine’ states that
" mislead some of us into believing in 'Etemal

heavens,—Eternity!
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Thls 'going’ higher and higher into 'divine' or
celestial reglons on the analogy of atoms may be
likened to the behaviour of certain electrons that
do big ‘'jumps' under certain circumstances and
find a way deeper and deeper into the interior of the
atorn, emitting as they speed along bright rays of
light in various forms of radiation from the surplus
-energy that has been let loose.
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For, we are told that certain highly placed
‘divine’ beings (i.e., Brahmas) who are reborn or
‘jump’, so to speak, into such exalted states thiough
deve]opmcnt of Meditation, radiate strong rays of
light which are too powerful for ordinary beings to
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behold. Similarly, in the lower 'divine' states of
godlings (i.e., Devas) wherein meditation has not
been developed to a high degree of potency. the rays
of light emitted are not so bright and the beings
themselves can be seen under certain conditions.
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This difference too can be understood on the
same analogy, for we are told that when the jump’
of electrons is small into what may be likened to the

* atomic 'suburb’, the energy let loose not being so
powerful, the radiation appears in the form of 'visible
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light', — thus establishing a relationship, as it were,

between the microcosm and the macrocosm!
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Here then is perhaps a scientific ex;'jla'nation to
the dazzling spectacle which, we are told, accom-
panies the appearance among human béings of
certain highly placed celestial beings, as recorded
in the Scriptures of almost every Creed. '
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Yet, though some of us who are in the vanguard
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‘of humanity may reach such points—of 'Cosmic
Consciousness', they are called,—it does not lead
to the 'Boundless Security’ associated with Nibfana.
For, the process of creation, of reproduction, goes
on indefinitely. -
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Relatively-speaking, we will not be a whit further
. than we were at the outset of our endeavours: we
will still be where we were before. For, to the
Buddhist, desire in all its aspects, whether human
or divine, cannot but be productive of Suffering. The
process of Becoming is still kept going, ever and
anon, owing to Wrong Effort.
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Here, then, on the analogy of the contmlled
experiment, where differerit sfxbstances, as condi-
tions change, sometimes appear as solids, liquids
and gases, we also see how sentient 'beings’ have
the inherent capacityv to appear in varying forms of
manifestation for varying periods of time. \

That also explains the fundamental difference
between the Buddha's teachings and all other
religious systems; which for their Goal seek expan-
sion and 'absorption in an universal Paramatma’.
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The ultimate aim of the Buddha's doctrines is
not to lead humanity to such 'divine’ states. Bud-
dhism seeks to prevent the constituents of matter
coming together to provide a foundation for pheno-
menal manifestation. This is accomplished, not
‘merely in theory, by seeking to destmoy or 'squeeze-
out' matter, in any way, as western scientists are
striving so hard to achieve at high and low tempera-
tures in their laboratories and with their test-tubes,

but in a practical way.
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The Unconditioned is attained through Right-
Effort. For, through Right-Effort which depends
on Right Views (which are Steps along the Noble
Eightfold Path), when the force of Craving that leads
to grasping and continued manifestation, and
{formerly) set the laws of ‘attraction and repulsion’
in motion towards states of expanding Conscious-
ness, is neutralised, no new 'being' arises: the two
forces 'interlock’, as it were! No offence is done to
the laws of Science. Nothing is destroyed. Nibbzna
remains. '
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_The failure of scientists to provide such a Way
to Freedom is mainly due to their being immersed
in materialistic theories: this equally applies to other
religionists. Thus the Buddha alone among Gods
and Men, in bestowing upon mankind the knowledge
of how to withdraw from between the pincers of Good
and Evil, of God and Devil, of Criss and Cross, and
attain to the Unconditioned without -offending
physical laws, becomes the Physician-cum-Scientist
par excellence of all time! Indeed, on reason alone,

we should imagine there is a way.
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Pregnant with meaning, therefore, are His words
as recorded in the Samyutta Nikaya:-

‘When in deed, silent hours of thought,

To the Truth the holy sage attains; '

Then is he free from joy and pain,

From the form and the formless.

Where water, earth, heat, air no footing found,

There burns no lighting stars,

nor shines the sun,

the moon sheds not her radiant beams,

But the home of darkness is not there'.
(Kindred Sayings).
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Unless we, too, develop a transcendental mind,
therefore, (i.e., the mind of a Samma-Sambuddha,
Pacceka-Buddha or Arahat), we. shall, owing to
Delusion (Avijja), continue our evolutionary pursuits
filled with craving for sensual and sensuous
pleasures; and, as a natural result, we shall live
but to suffer, entangling ourselves more and more

in the process of Becoming,
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The Buddha Dhamma provides us with a way

/

of attaining that state of Nibbanic freedom from
sorrow, whence we, like the Buddha and His Ara-
flats, need never emerge again. For, through Bud-
dhist Meditation, recognizing first, the Four Noble
Truths, namely, (1) The Noble Truth of Suffering,
(2) The Noble Truth of the Cause of Suffering,
(3) The Noble Truth of the Cessation of Suffering,
and (4) The Noble Truth of the Path leading to the
Cessation of Suffering, we gradually enter upon the
Noble Eightfold Path, and are progressively brought
from Illusoriness to Reality.
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Thus, the wise man renounces evolutionary
progress centring all his efforts upon withdrawing
from the evolutionary currents in which all beings
are swept onward. And, when Delusion (Avijja) has
disappeared and Wisdom has arisen, he heaps up
neither meritorious nor demeritorious, nor
imperturbable Kamma-formations.
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‘Thus, through training and discipline, there is
the entire fading away and extinction of this
Delusion (Avijjd), and through the entire fading away
and extinction of this Delusion, are extinguished
the Kamma-formations. Through the extinction of
the Kamma-formations, "Consciousness” (re-birth)
is extinguished. Through the extinction of Con-
sciousness the "Mental and Physical Existence" is
extinguished. Through the extinction of the Mental
and Physical Existence, the Six "Sense Omgans" are
extinguished: Through the existinction of the Six
Sense-Organs, "Sensorial Impressions” are extin-
guished. Through the extinction of Sensorial Im-
pression. "Feeling" is extinguiShed. Through the
extinction of Feeling, "Craving" is extinghished.
Through the extinction of craving, "Clinging" is
extinguished. Through the extinction of Clinging,

the "Process of Becoming', is extinguished. -
‘Through the extinction of the process of Becoming,
"Re-birth" is extinguished. Through the extinction
of Re-birth, "Decay and Death, Sorrow, Lamenta-
tion, Pain, Grief and Despair" are extinguished.
Thus takes place the extinction of this whole mass

of Suffering’.
(1. Ven. Nyanatiloka, Word of the Buddha.)
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‘Truly', says the Buddha, 'because beings ob-
structed by delusion (Avijja), and ensnared by
craving (tanhd), now here, now there, seek ever fresh
delight, therefore does there continually come to be
fresh re-birth'.

'1 proclaim’, says the Buddha, 'that everything
experienced by the senses is sorrow. But why?
Because one in sorrow craves to be happy, and the
so-called happy one craves to be happier still. So
insatiate is worldly happiness'.

o < [ ’] c Q o

FPH$OOMWOC W POIPIR0 860z (asogo)

C . C . .C C Q ¢ [N C C
3¢ §rgbrdegqopdluse) cdqEordundy-odamsmpagé:
< C c C Q O C <
og¢ ondfEegaopS(udg) w3 esep! we Besepoicgé b
C < ¢ _C Q [y S C.
g0l eyPglqora speges[mdmsatn gijmelodat:

C C [ o] < < C C
eEnc; F32003I2 00D oc_:l:ncécq@c:o%:n@_ :raaome@m

C . [ ” C Q¢ ¢ c
[LZ’OGO’]EY)O?:?GIS w0 @mgo:ygqo: ©4,607002000H

“omeqasdentg upaogoopd 0é:da¢:00005:” 0y
clopep: cufoieondgan n “mmuddmnéspSig &g
64$Go oﬁooé qé:maqﬁgéﬁcﬁ cx%suécmémcﬁ I o:%qlé:
V) cqﬁg&cq,oaéu? caTa?gqqmoﬁwémé: f[’)chlﬁ:ooo
cqfagéq@ cx%mo:conéoosﬁ I gﬁ:@cgjé ec\mv%qua:a:ocqﬁ

C C c C ’] C.0C ” [: C . oc
88905 epdoophmsly elgprpdleq)” vy [odgoopep: 84,

Gor)rgﬁ:né 0



http://www.dhammadownload.com

Jet cslobom o€:onégh

From this brief analysis it will be seen that any
attempt to interpret nature in terms of anthro-
pomorphic concepts of our own creation and ima-
gination is futile. For matter and mind, and, in
fact, everything in the universe, is illusion—Maya—
dependent on a set of relations. And if matter and
mind are themselves illusions, would not the belief
in a Master-Mind as the Unknown Hand behind all
phenomena be a Greater Illusion?
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Not uncaused and casually, therefore, nor by
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" the fiat of sor}\e Omnipotent Deity did events happen,
painful or otherwise, not as Job and the Psalmist
taught 'God distributeth sorrows in his anger. For,
God is a righteous judge, and God is angry every

day'.
ditions, causes that man could by intelligence and

Events came impelled by preceding con-

' goodwill, study and govern, suspend or intensify.
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Viewed thus, those great teachers of humanity
who have propounded etermal heavens, omnipotent
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deities, and unchanging souls in an everchanging
process of flux (which is not the same even for two
consecutive moments), however well-intentioned
and sincere they might have been, are now seen
not to have been endowed with any deeper insight
into the real laws of nature than the most ignorant
of their contemporaries, and their claim to be
divinely inspired by God, not being supported by
any evidence whatever, appears to be no more than
a hallucination. And the whole concept of divine
revelation is seriously undenmined. )
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Thus while theistic creeds are unable to with-
stand the onslaughts of Science and are, one by
one disintegrating like badly shuffled packs of cards,
with their unenlightened adherents precariously
hanging on to the debris, the teachings of the
Supreme Buddha remain untouched, and are seen
to be the only hope in a despairing world that is
torn with strife and warfare, and threatened, even
at this very moment, by the forces of irreligion on
the one hand, and annihilation through atomic

destruction on the other.
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It may, however, be impossible for most of us
to visualise a world of relations and we insist on
looking for a Creator. In that case, instead of
scanning the heavens for a heavenly Creator, should
we not accept the Supreme Buddha's advice and
look nearer home for an answer to the riddle of life?
If we do this, we would soon see that the material
world is, as the Buddha has said, nothing mor than
a construction of the consciousness. And, it is this
that led Eddington to say: 'We have found a strange
footprint on the shores of the unknown. We have
devised profound theories to account for its origin.
At last we have reconstructed the creature that
made the footprint. And do! It is our own'.
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Men are free to exercise their reason with

regard to all teachings. Hence, it is to the glory of
the Buddha, that He allows His followers freedom,
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boundless as the free sky above, which practicé]ly
makes every man's own reason, the ultimate stan-
dard of his belief. In testimony of this are His own
words in the Kidlama Sutta: 'For this I taught you,
not to believe merely because you have heard; but
when you believed of your own consciousness, then

to act accordingly and abundantly’.
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Buddhism compromises not with False Views.
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At the same time, no one is compelled to believe
blindly; no one is coerced. There are no burnings
at the stake; no threats of eternal damnation!
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'Long is the night to him who is awake,

Long is the road to hin who is weary;

Long is the Sarnsara to the foolish,

who know not the Sublime Truth'.
(Dhammapada).
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