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From: Rick 
To: IELTS Prep Group 
Subj: IELTS Reading lesson 5-17-2017 

 

Lesson Objective 

The student shall be able to use “power words” as part of their oral vocabulary, read and comprehend both social and business 

language and demonstrate effective oral communication skills 

 

Section One 
Vocabulary 

 

Evaluation Criteria: Ability to understand definitions of English vocabulary 

 

MATCH THE WORD WITH THE CORRECT DEFINITION 

 

VOCABULARY DEFINITIONS 

1. Blog (Noun) A. A particular kind, sort, or type, as with reference to form, appearance, or character. 

2. Skill (Noun) B. A website containing a writer's or group of writers' own experiences, observations, opinions, 

etc., and often having images and links to other websites. 

3. Style (Noun) C. The ability, coming from one's knowledge, practice, aptitude, etc., to do something well. 

4. Selective (Adjective) D. Mode of building, construction, or organization; arrangement of parts, 

elements, or constituents. 

5. Content (Noun) E. A comprehensive and usually brief abstract, recapitulation, or compendium of previously 

stated facts or statements. 

6. Summary (Noun) F. Capacity of the mind to perceive and understand; power to grasp ideas; ability to know. 

7. Comprehension (Noun) G. The subjects or topics covered in a book or document. 

8. Structure (Noun) H. Having the function or power of selecting; making a selection. 

 

 

Section Two 
Reading Comprehension and Pronunciation skills. 

 

Evaluation Criteria: Ability to effectively read and comprehend written English in a social or business environment. 

 

 

 

ARTICLE A 

Strategies for Developing Reading Skills  
Source 

1. Using Reading Strategies 

Language instructors are often frustrated by the fact that students do 

not automatically transfer the strategies they use when reading in their 

native language to reading in a language they are learning. Instead, they 

seem to think reading means starting at the beginning and going word 

by word, stopping to look up every unknown vocabulary item, until they 

reach the end. When they do this, students are relying exclusively on their linguistic knowledge, a bottom-up strategy. 

One of the most important functions of the language instructor, then, is to help students move past this idea and use 

top-down strategies as they do in their native language. 

http://www.nclrc.org/essentials/reading/stratread.htm
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Effective language instructors show students how they can adjust their reading behavior to deal with a variety of 

situations, types of input, and reading purposes. They help students develop a set of reading strategies and match 

appropriate strategies to each reading situation. 

2. Strategies that can help students read more quickly and effectively include 

Previewing: reviewing titles, section headings, and photo captions to get a sense of the structure and content of a reading 

selection 

Predicting: using knowledge of the subject matter to make predictions about content and vocabulary and check comprehension; 

using knowledge of the text type and purpose to make predictions about discourse structure; using knowledge about the author 

to make predictions about writing style, vocabulary, and content 

Skimming and scanning: using a quick survey of the text to get the main idea, identify text structure, confirm or question 

predictions 

Guessing from context: using prior knowledge of the subject and the ideas in the text as clues to the meanings of unknown 

words, instead of stopping to look them up 

Paraphrasing: stopping at the end of a section to check comprehension by restating the information and ideas in the text 

3. Instructors can help students learn when and how to use reading strategies in several ways. 

By modeling the strategies aloud, talking through the processes of previewing, predicting, skimming and scanning, and 

paraphrasing. This shows students how the strategies work and how much they can know about a text before they begin to read 

word by word. 

By allowing time in class for group and individual previewing and predicting activities as preparation for in-class or out-of-class 

reading. Allocating class time to these activities indicates their importance and value. 

By using cloze (fill in the blank) exercises to review vocabulary items. This helps students learn to guess meaning from context. 

By encouraging students to talk about what strategies they think will help them approach a reading assignment, and then talking 

after reading about what strategies they actually used. This helps students develop flexibility in their choice of strategies.  

When language learners use reading strategies, they find that they can control the reading experience, and they gain confidence 

in their ability to read the language. 

4. Reading to Learn 

Reading is an essential part of language instruction at every level because it supports learning in multiple ways. 

Reading to learn the language: Reading material is language input. By giving students a variety of materials to read, instructors 

provide multiple opportunities for students to absorb vocabulary, grammar, sentence structure, and discourse structure as they 

occur in authentic contexts. Students thus gain a more complete picture of the ways in which the elements of the language work 

together to convey meaning. 

Reading for content information: Students' purpose for reading in their native language is often to obtain information about a 

subject they are studying, and this purpose can be useful in the language learning classroom as well. Reading for content 

information in the language classroom gives students both authentic reading material and an authentic purpose for reading. 

Reading for cultural knowledge and awareness: Reading everyday materials that are designed for native speakers can give 

students insight into the lifestyles and worldviews of the people whose language they are studying. When students have access to 

newspapers, magazines, and Web sites, they are exposed to culture in all its variety, and monolithic cultural stereotypes begin to 

break down. 

5. When reading to learn, students need to follow four basic steps: 

Figure out the purpose for reading. Activate background knowledge of the topic in order to predict or anticipate content and 

identify appropriate reading strategies. 

Attend to the parts of the text that are relevant to the identified purpose and ignore the rest. This selectivity enables students to 

focus on specific items in the input and reduces the amount of information they have to hold in short-term memory. 
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Select strategies that are appropriate to the reading task and use them flexibly and interactively. Students' comprehension 

improves and their confidence increases when they use top-down and bottom-up skills simultaneously to construct meaning. 

Check comprehension while reading and when the reading task is completed. Monitoring comprehension helps students detect 

inconsistencies and comprehension failures, helping them learn to use alternate strategies. 

 

 

ARTICLE B 

7 Ways To Quickly Improve Your Writing Skills  
Source 

 

1. Don’t Get Distracted 

I’m sure that hilarious cat video that your friend sent you on 

Facebook will get you a few cheap laughs and will brighten your 

day, but you need to be careful. 

The human brain takes around 17 minutes to refocus on a 

task after a distraction. If you lose focus while in the middle of 

writing, it can seriously damage the quality of your content 

If you want to write the best quality content possible, you need to 

eliminate distractions. 

Put your phone on silent and disable all notifications on your computer so that you do not get disturbed in the middle of a 

writing session. 

Not only will you get more accomplished, but the quality of the content that you are writing will improve. 

 

2. Use a Wide Vocabulary but Don't Over Complicate Things 

Having a wide vocabulary is important to being a successful writer. However, there’s a fine line between using intelligently 

selected words and overbearing the reader with large and unnecessary vocabulary. You might sound smart, but you lose the 

reader. 

Obviously, the level of vocabulary that you use will vary widely based off of the audience you are writing for. 

For example you would use much bigger words when writing an article on workplace psychology for consumer psychologists 

than you would writing an article on fitness for the everyday Joe or Jane trying to get into shape. 

Here’s a rule of them:  If the average person in your audience might not understand the word you are using, then cut it out. 

 

3. Develop Your Own Style of Writing 

Let me let you in on a little secret. 

Since the inception of the internet, there has been almost no content released that is 100% original. 

That's just how it is. So when readers decide to follow your content over someone else's, what they are really following is you. 

Your style, your tone, and your ability to deliver a message in new and interesting ways. 

In the early days of your writing ventures, you might struggle to find your ‘voice.’ As time passes and you gain more 

experience, you will start to develop your own unique writing style. 

Having a distinct writing style is what sets you apart from everyone else. Your style is the reason that a member of your audience 

will read and share your content over one of your competitors. 

4. Read More 

Here’s a final, obvious point, but vital nonetheless. 

Reading more will give you more “firepower” in your writing arsenal. You will learn different styles and methods of writing. You’ll 

uncover new ideas that you would otherwise have never thought of. 

Don't limit yourself in your reading either. 

Read blogs, scientific articles, business books, nonfiction, fiction, or anything else that will challenge your way of thinking and 

expose you to new styles of writing. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/neilpatel/2016/07/28/7-ways-to-quickly-improve-your-writing-skills-for-your-blog/#2fd0ff6166fe
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5. Don’t Battle the Block 

It gets us all at some point. 

The dreaded writer's block. 

You spend hours and hours sitting in front of your computer, staring blankly at your monitor, miserably trying to come up with 

just one word that fits your ideas. 

When this happens, don't fight it. 

Take a break, head to the gym, go out and socialize, or just take a nap. 

Trying to push through writer's block will accomplish nothing and will likely prolong your inability to write. 

Just take a break and come back a few hours later with a fresh perspective and you will do just fine. 

 

6. Get a Second Pair of Eyes 

Even if you are an incredible writer, it is always advantageous to have a second pair of eyes to review your content. 

This is normally pretty easy if you work for another company or work with a large group of writers. If you are a solopreneur or run 

your own blog, it may be a little bit difficult to find someone who can review your content effectively. 

If worse comes to worse, use Grammar.ly to double check your content and have a friend read it to make sure it flows well. 

 

7. Conclusion 

The ability to effectively convey your message and tell your story through the written word is one of the most important skills that 

you can develop. 

With these few simple tricks, you will be able to easily and quickly improve your writing skills and use them to grow your business 

or your blog to completely new levels.  

 

http://www.inc.com/kevin-daum/6-ways-the-pros-solve-writers-block.html

