
21 SMARTBoard Superpowers
Presented by Cherie Herring  

TMEA 2017 

Has your SMARTBoard become an albatross hanging on the wall? Was your SB training less 
than stellar? Discover 21 superpower features you can use with NB11 - NB16. It's a master class for musicians who want 
to unleash their SMARTBoard Superpower. Leave with tips and free resources. SHAZAM!  
 
Twitter: @C5Herring 
Blog: www.cphmusic.net 
Pinterest:  www.pinterest.com/zartmo 
TpT: https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Cherie-
Herring  
cherieherring@gmail.com  
cherring@hammondschool.org  
Online Resource Sites: 
 https://sites.google.com/site/musictechintegrate/ 

This is not your momma's music class video. 
Dr Ruben Puentedrua developed the SAMR Model as a way 
for teachers to evaluate how they are incorporating 
technology into their instructional practice.  
The question: Is it an act of Substitution, Augmentation, 
Modification or Redefinition?  

1
Use the Activity Builder to easily create categorization activities with built-in 
feedback.  Use this add-on for response feedback. Activity Builder tutorial and 
options - https://youtu.be/Ke6hLZ9IIqU 

2

You can attach copies of files, shortcuts to files and links to web pages using the 
Attachments tab. Attaching files or web pages enables you to find and open these 
items easily while presenting a .notebook file 
Trumpet page example: https://youtu.be/DrymHiJ05wc

3

Create, Deliver, 
Differentiate 

SMARTBoard and 
iPads 

A two minute tutorial: https://youtu.be/4LTa5-FcgGk 

• How to use SMARTNotebook to create different self-checking group activities 

• How to export pages as IMAGE files 

• How to create QR codes that deliver different activities to different groups of 
children during SMARTBoard +1:1 iPad class.

4 Cropping Images
SMARTNotebook 14 +.  
The “Mask” tool - crop or select part of an image without having to use the camera 
tool. Helpful video: https://youtu.be/AuZbuceSYcw

Activity Builder 

 

Attaching files and 
web pages  
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5
Fading Ink for 

Musicians

The fading ink of the Magic pen will not work for musicians who have to draw whole 
notes and half notes. Watch this tutorial to learn how musicians can use fading ink 
on the SMARTBoard. 

▪ Pen Fade for Music Teachers - https://youtu.be/tBCh_Efx8o8

6
Gallery Essentials - a collection of educational photos and other images, audio files, 
and Adobe Flash Player compatible files. : https://youtu.be/tDa_nAV0WUs

7 Image Transparency
Remove a section of an image with this amazing tool. 
Tutorial 1: https://youtu.be/V3vVy7CuJ4k

8

Located under the blue Add-on tab, the Image Web search enables a safe search 
for an image that can be placed on the current page. A link to the image’s original 
web location is indicated by the “globe” icon in the bottom left corner of the image. 
More info: https://youtu.be/XTPiDJTOosA 

9 Infinite Cloning
When “Infinite Cloning” in the dropdown menu is chosen, the image produces an 
infinite number of copies. Short video: https://youtu.be/qE07zmX09fY

10 Layering

Objects are layered on a Notebook page in the order they are added. Use the 
dropdown menu to change the order of objects.  
A short video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3I0aVLMwZrs 
Another short video: https://youtu.be/fnBYiYvlE3A 
A long video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OU5D0_DZRBo

11
Add your touch to these pre-made activities for instant fun: https://youtu.be/
ZdCQmc--uqQ

12

Use the Magic Pen to focus attention, enlarge an area, draw or write in fading ink, 
spotlight  

▪ Magic Stem Race - https://youtu.be/nYTRjU6ZVq4 
▪ How to adjust Magic pen settings tutorial - https://youtu.be/dQagBVzfUcw

13 Make Text/Objects 
Magically Appear

Learn this trick to making objects appear and disappear.   
http://tinyurl.com/oz66u8a

14
Get organized! Set up your "My Content" folder so that you have all of your lesson 
building pieces right at your fingertips - https://youtu.be/ngS2ypQZ57M

15
Object Animation / 

Properties

Use Object Animation to motivate and create magical interactivity: Spin, Fade in and 
out, Fly in and out, Shrink and Grow, Flip around 

▪ Object Animation how-to video - https://youtu.be/Rw8cIre6AGM 
This video teaches how to make a light suddenly appear

Lesson Activity Toolkit   

 

My Content    

Magic Pen 

 

Image Web Search 

   >  

Gallery Essentials 
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16
Use Page Navigation to improve the flow of your lesson / activity 
Simple Navigation examples and easy ways to navigate with style 
Tutorial: https://youtu.be/rctN2Rs5c6k

17

The SMART Exchange, an Open Educational Resource for SMARTBoard users, is 
accessible through SMART Notebooks or directly on the web at http://
exchange.smarttech.com/ Free materials to download, evaluate, customize, use. 
1000’s of lessons, gallery files, images, LAB activities, etc. 

18

SMART Lesson Activity Builder LAB: Quickly and easily create fun, captivating 
learning games & activities in under 5 minutes! Notebook 15+ 
Shout it Out - https://youtu.be/3Dp7Syb-Pkg 
Rank Order (Dynamics, note value) https://youtu.be/OV9eyw_TVqM 
Super Sort: https://youtu.be/qVmKYzUQxeI 
Monster Quiz: https://youtu.be/436718_MfJg 
Game Show: https://youtu.be/yXzviVN47F0

19 How to use SMART response 2 for teachers: https://youtu.be/CmONw3eeJsg 
How to use SMART response 2 for students: https://youtu.be/JS5OY-H5-6A

20 SMART Support

Support documentation is available on every version of Notebook software on this 
site. https://support.smarttech.com/en/software/smart-notebook There is a 
searchable Knowledge Base and Forum Discussions. Although Notebook 11 is no 
longer being sold, it is the last “Free” version and still works well. 

21 Sounds - Attaching

22 Sounds - Gallery

Sound gallery files can be found on the SMART Exchange here, here, here, here & here  
Downloaded gallery files will open in SMARTNotebook. The new folder of "goodies" can be 
found in the "My content" folder. Once installed, simply drag a sound to an object. A few 
Sources for sounds: 
Freesound.org - https://www.freesound.org/ 

Media College.com - http://www.mediacollege.com/downloads/music/ 

Findsounds.com - http://www.findsounds.com/ 

Soundjay.com - http://www.soundjay.com/ 

Looperman.com - http://www.looperman.com/ 

AudioMicro.com - http://www.audiomicro.com 

Royalty free music Library - https://www.royaltyfreemusiclibrary.com/free-music-loops.php

SMART Lab Activities 

  

Page Navigation 

  

"  Attach sounds to teach listening skills, instrumental 
sounds, provide feedback & more.   
• How to attach a sound file from the Gallery: https://youtu.be/O-HwMB8ndDU?t=23s  

• How to record and attach a sound file: https://youtu.be/FvHG2ivpj-M 
• Cherie’s SMART Sound Flow tips: https://youtu.be/abyvx5892tc

SMART Response 2 

 

SMART Exchange 
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23
Tool Properties / 

Customizing
Set defaults for tools that you frequently use 
Tutorial: https://youtu.be/esMf7bSGXZI

24

25 Video Links Add video links to images for instant access to video examples: 
 https://youtu.be/I99xE0f0okA

Toolbar 

Customize the  
SMART Notebook 

Toolbar 

 

The SMART Notebook toolbar gives access to tools to help you work with your 
SMART Notebook file. Buttons are organized into sections. http://
downloads.smarttech.com/media/trainingcenter/nb11_toolbars_qr.pdf  
More Info: https://youtu.be/8qNHer656OU 
To add or remove toolbar buttons, right-click the toolbar. 
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