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ALMOST HOME.
y7 a

Lead me a little longer, Father | Very soon I know

That I shall reach the ending of this rough and toilsome way.
The evening shades are coming on—the ruddy after-glow
Upon the hilltops marks the swift approach of close of day.
My feet are aching, and my heart, long tried, has weary grown ;
The burdens have been heavy—the afflictions so severe o
My strength, at best, is weakness—Father, leave me not alone,
For I am safe, in light or shade, if thou, my Lord, art near.

Lead me a little longer, Father | With my hand in thine,
I walk securely. By thy side temptations lose their power ;

No sorrow can o’erwhelm me while upheld by grace divine,
For the rare glory of thy love illumes my darkest hour.

And, though amid the shadows of the fast apprloaching night,
The path that I'should go my tear-dimmed eyes may fail to see :

Vet, to the very end, that path will glow with heavenly light,
If down its last, most steep decline, my Lord is leading me.

Lead me a little longer, Father ! Just ahead I see

The gates of pearl and jasper—and beyond them lies my home |
Sometimes, e’en now, the music of the angels floats to me o

While voices that I've loved below are sweetly calling. “Come!”’
I hasten on with eager step toward that happy land,

Beyond the gray horizon, where the sun of earth goes down ;
Content to know that all the way my Father holds my hand,

And that ere long he’ll give to me an everlasting crown.
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