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Today the ship is plying very smoothly. | feel today better.
But I am feeling separation from Sri Vrindaban and my Lords
Sri Govinda, Gopinath, Radha Damodar. My only solace is Sri
Chaitanya Charitamrita in which l1am tasting the nectarine of
Lord Chaitanya’s lila.”

— From Srila Prabhupada’s Jaladuta diary, Friday, Sep-
tember 10,1965






INTRODUCTION

Writing while reading combines the potency of reading
Srlla Prabhupada’s books along with the freedom and pleasure
that I find in writing. Sometimes | may feel doubtful about my
writing sessions because their very nature is to capture the
“first thoughts” of the mind. Those first thoughts may some-
times be chaotic and not so Krsnha conscious, but then I try to
steer them to Krsna. | have faith in that process, but sometimes
one wants to stay continually in the flow of krsna-katha, even
though it’s not my normal flow of consciousness.

While it’s not a full-time writing occupation for me, writing
while reading is definitely a genre that | recognize, approve of,
and like to do from time to time. Because it draws directly from
the process of reading the perfect scriptures, any reader of
these pages will also be able to be sprinkled with the mercy of
Lord Caitanya from Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja and Srlla Prabhu-
pada in the Bhaktivedanta purports. | hope Lord Krsna will in-
spire me to continue, at least from time to time, this valuable
practice.
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AUGUST 29, 1996

I would like someone to come into this room and see me
reading the best book, see me thinking the best thoughts, and
to hear me repeating them: a devotee is not agitated, he always
expects Krsna’s mercy. But I’'m restless. | think of an excuse to
get up and leave the room. Then | come back here and regret
that | interrupted my reading where the nine symptoms of
bhava are elaborated on one by one.

In the Caitanya-caritamrta, Lord Caitanya teaches Sanatana
Gosvaml about life’'s ultimate goal. He describes the nine
symptoms of bhava—the ones by which we can assess our-
selves rather than by measuring our bodily ecstasies.

The first symptom is forgiveness, the second, “concern that
time should not be wasted.” We could look at this list every day
and meditate on how to forgive, how to follow this path to its
conclusion. Other symptoms: a taste for chanting the holy
name, affection for those places where the Lord resides, ab-
sence of false prestige, hope against hope, and eagerness to at-
tain Krsna.
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| tend to be disturbed by my physical pain. When one pain
subsides, a new one arises. But, “If love for Krsna in a seedling
stage has fructified in one’s heart, one is not agitated by ma-
terial things.” (Cc. Madhya 23.20)

Maharaja Parlksit was not afraid of death, which he knew
would come in seven days with the bite of a snake-bird.

“A fully surrendered devotee always hopes that Lord Krsna
will be kind to him. This hope is very firm in him.” (Cc.
Madhya 23.28)

A devotee at bhava has an ardent desire to associate with the
Lord. “Due to having great relish for the holy name, one is in-
clined to chant the Hare Krsna maha-mantra constantly.” (Cc.
Madhya 23.32) Don’t waste a moment oftime outside Krsna’s
service. Remaining fixed in service means tolerating the obsta-
cles on the path of Krsna consciousness. It also means to not
deliberately indulge in non-Krsna conscious things.

After bhava comes prema, which has its own increasing
stages of intensity: sneha, mana, prana, raga, anuraga, bhava,
and maha-bhava.

I cannot enumerate the technicalities of krsna-prema in a
way that explains the subtle differences between them. | was
able to do this when | was studying the details of raganuga-
bhakti a few years ago. Since that time, | haven’t had enough
interest to pursue the detailed study. The terms are all listed
here in this chapter: vibhava, anubhava, sattvika-bhava, vyab-
hicart-bhava, sthayl-bhava, and the categories of vibhava
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(alambana and uddtpana). They are even better described in
The Nectar of Devotion. There, Srila Prabhupada translates the
terms freely and doesn’t comment on them too technically as
he describes what they mean. Therefore, some of his followers
have sought out siksa guides and esoteric books in order to bet-
ter understand the science of krsna-prema. | think the essence
of spontaneous, pure devotional service is more important
than the terminology, and practice ismore important than the-
ory. However, learning the terms is also useful.
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AUGUST 30, 1996

I dream, either awake or asleep, of a life in which | spend
full time reading and writing and going within myself. Last
night’s dream was radical—about the adventures of a whole
community hiding underground. Do 1really want that? Is it
even healthy? Isn’t an hour or so of reading in the morning the
normal course, with the balance of the day spent in active ser-
vice? Lately, my days have been limited to whatever little | can
eke out between bouts of pains.

Recently | read a statement by the chairman of the GBC,
who said that we should take a risk and try to win Krsna’s
recognition. What should we risk? He said that as we preach
with vigor, we risk falling into the mode of passion. He also
said that Krsna would protect us as we try to serve Him. If |
were to try for all-day reading and writing, the risk would more
likely be the danger of falling into the mode of goodness. | call
it a danger because it’s possible to fall into treasuring solitude,
peace, and private study over actual bhakti. | agree with the
GBC chairman: Krsna will protect me as | try to serve Him.
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Lord Caitanya briefly describes all the states of sambhoga
and viraha between Krsna and the gopis. He divides
vipralambha into four: piirva-raga, matia, pravasa, and prema-
vaicittya. Sometimes | remember their meanings, and some-
times | don’t. | never live in those states, being an unqualified
disciple, so all I can do isread and appreciate whatever the Lord
gives in the Vaisnava sastras and whatever Srila Prabhupada
gives in his purports.

Lord Caitanya next lists the sixty-four qualities of Krsna and
the twenty-five principal qualities of Srimatl Radharam. “Sri
Krsna is controlled by these transcendental qualities of Srimatl
Radharanl.”

Lord Caitanya finishes these instructions with what He
refers to as the fifth and ultimate goal of life: krsna-prema-
dhatia, the treasure of love for Krsna. The Gosvamls, especially
Rupa Gosvaml, elaborated on this in books such as Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu and Ujjvala-mlamani.

Lord Caitanya ordered Sanatana to do several important
things. He asked him to broadcast the revealed bhakti scrip-
tures, to write a treatise on Vaisnava behavior, and to establish
the lost tirthas in Vrndavana. Srila Prabhupada states that the
Krsna consciousness movement is continuing in this same tra-
dition: “Serious students of this Krsna consciousness move-
ment must understand their great responsibility to preach the
cult of Vrndavana (devotional service to the Lord) all over the
world. We now have a nice temple in Vrndavana, and serious
students should take advantage of it. 1 am very hopeful that
some of our students can take up this responsibility and render
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the best service to humanity by educating people in Krsna con-
sciousness.” (Cc. Madhya 23.104, purport)

It is not necessary that the rules and regulations followed in
India be followed in exactly the same way in America. Con-
sider renunciation according to time, persons, and circum-
stances. For example, we do not follow the Indian caste system,
which would forbid us from taking initiation. Rather, we fol-
low Sanatana’s Gosvaml’s edict that anyone can be raised to
the brahminical status by proper training and purification.

Srlla Prabhupada doesn’t discuss in detail what might be
permissible in the Western expression of Krsna consciousness
but which is not standard in India, but we can imagine some of
it for ourselves. His spiritual master, Srlla Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvatl Thakura, was a pioneer in the principle of yukta-
vairagya in India. He allowed sannyasis to wear sewn cloth and
to ride in automobiles. On the streets (of Delhi, New York
City, London, etc.), a sannyasi no longer must wear wooden
clogs and carry a water pot. Srlla Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatl
Thakura taught the devotees to do what is practical for preach-
ing while always maintaining awareness ofthe essence of Krsna
consciousness. That doesn’t mean we introduce things extrav-
agantly or whimsically, however.

Just fell asleep at my desk and in my dream, calculated that
a Godbrother was eight or twelve years junior to me in Krsna
consciousness. He told me that Srila Prabhupada once told
him to “pick up Satsvarupa Maharaja as your GBC.” Srlla Pra-
bhupada recommended me as the best. How nice! Just a
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dream, though (with head slouched forward on neck, fallen
asleep while reading “Life’s Ultimate Goal”). It never hap-
pened. Prabhupada didn’t tell him that. The dream producer
has been sending me many strange tales and now this pleasant
little deception.

Lord Caitanya (in Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml’s Cc. texts)
quotes to Sanatana the last verses of the twelfth chapter of
Bhagavad-gita where Krsna describes those most dear to Him.
Those verses list the qualities of a devotee. Prabhupada defines
both “nonenvious” and “friendly” by describing the preacher.
He states that the devotee preaches Krsna consciousness to
everyone regardless ofrace or nationality. He is friendly to every-
one all over the world.

When Lord Caitanya completed His instructions to Sana-
tana, Sanatana begged the blessing to be able to realize and as-
similate such confidential teachings. “Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
then placed His hand on Sanatana Gosvaml’s head and bene-
dicted him, saying, ‘Let all these instructions be manifest to
you.”

I have a collection of sayings | have distilled from Christian
books on lectio divina. I’'m going to place them from time to
time into this diary and try to follow their advice, ifapplicable.
Here’s one:

For when we pray, we ourselves speak to God, but when we
read, it is God who speaks to us.
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11:35 a.m..

Waves of optimism, along with waves of fear, desire, weak-
ness, pass over me, move me. | can use them all in writing to
express myself and to live the life | want to lead, to be myself
and yet still make a significant contribution to Srlla Prabhu-
pada’s movement.

So write, spirit soul, and draw

pictures, self-portraits and

maybe one day pictures of
beloved Krsna of Mathura and Vrndavana. Did you know
Goloka Vrndavana is much, much bigger than all the Vai-
kunthas combined? | just read that in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta.
In Goloka, Srimatl Radharanl, Nanda and Yasoda, Sridama,
and Sudama are the chief persons serving Krsna in intimacy.
Nondevotees are excluded.

Let this writing flow alongside the reading of the sacred book

sacred brook

my foolish heart.

Coming up now in our reading is Madhya-lila, Chapter
Twenty-four, “The Sixty-one Explanations of the Atmarama
Verse.” It may not be the most nectarean chapter of the Cc.,
but I’'m sure if | pay attention to it, I'll be able to enter it and
receive Lord Caitanya’s darsana. Then everything will feel
complete. I will be nourished by the Almighty, the abode ofall
love, and in the way that He and His representatives think best
for me.
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The Lord agrees to speak on the atmarama verse. “Generally
by Myselfl cannot give an explanation, but by the strength ofyour
association something may manifest itself.” (Cc. Madhya 24.9)

Just before recording that Cc. quote, my cancala mind went
offto many places. Here is a partial record of where it went:

I thought about writing, and specifically about memoir as a
writing genre. | have recently read an essay on memoir by
Patricia Hampl. In the essay, she relates how her grade school
teacher told her to write about what she knew. It occurred to her
that what they actually meant was that she should write about
what matters. Somehow or other, as if called by destiny, she be-
came a memoirist rather than a novelist or other kind of writer.
She states, “How did | come to believe that what | knew was also
what mattered? And more to the point for the future, is it what
matters?” These points are further developed in her essay.

Thinking about memoir led me to remember incidents from
my own life. For example, | recalled for the first time in years
how Ned Finley slapped me hard across the face in the rear of
our homeroom at Tottenville High. Why do 1 still retain the
shock and hurt?

I also recalled walking down the long road from school to the
bus stop with Ned Finley. George Schermerhorn, who was
about three years older than either of us, joined us. He had just
been punched in the eye by Billy Daniels, who was at that time
my sister’s boyfriend. George hadn’t fought back (just as | had-
n’t fought back against Ned) because Billy was so much more
powerful. Ned solaced George, and | remember feeling embar-
rassed and implicated because | was the younger brother of the
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girl about whom they were fighting. It seems that George had
made some remark about Madeline that Billy didn’t like.

Then | remembered being in my room in our house at 125
Katan Avenue. It was night and | was preoccupied. Suddenly |
decided to go downstairs, maybe to the bathroom or the re-
frigerator. My parents were out and it was dark downstairs.
I walked through the living room and suddenly heard heavy
breathing coming from the TV room where Madeline and
her boyfriend were. | was shocked and backed away up to
my room.

W hat is the meaning of these memories, and what is their
place (out of place) in a diary focused on sacred reading?
Hampl writes, “I’'ve got the answer and the wild need to say
it. ... I’ll burst if I can’t give my answer. That’s all 1 know
for sure.”

It does seem that we have the wild need to say what we
know, even ifwhat we “know” isa mundane memory that sud-
denly leaps into our minds by association or without reason
while we are reading scripture. Perhaps a crow flies by the win-
dow or we hear its caw or some other noise in the house. Sud-
denly the mind has roamed over a dozen different thoughts
before we even realize it has left the page. Srila Prabhupada de-
scribes this when he tells of the cow that has experienced a fire.
Whenever the cow sees red, she becomes mad with fear. Simi-
larly, whenever we see certain words, our minds inevitably
make mundane associations. We may read the word “red” and
suddenly remember the fire in which we burned our hand forty
years ago, and from there, on down the path of memories.
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All we can do isto bring the mind back to the act of reading
the sastra. These high school memories suddenly came to me
today while I was reading and | wanted to acknowledge them,
not as an indulgence, but because acknowledgment seems to
help me read by releasing me from the oppression the struggle
to control the mind creates. We can’t read as if someone is
standing over us with a ruler: “Don’t look up! Keep reading!
It’s your salvation.” No matter what the stakes are, the mind
will not be able to constantly pay attention to scripture. There-
fore, | try to flow with everything in my life and stay with the
scripture as much as | am able, even when there is an errant
thought or a little excursion away.

The atmarama explanations revolve around the Sanskrit
definitions of the word. Lord Caitanya’s explanation of it dis-
plays His vast learning (remember, He was Nimai Pandita of
Nadia), and His focus on the personal form of Krsna. In the
end, He proves that all persons are attracted to Krsna. As the
rasika terms were theoretical and elusive to me in the previous
chapter, this is even more so.

Some Sanskrit words have contradictory meanings. “The
word nirgrantha refers to one who is liberated from the ma-
terial knots of ignorance.... It also refers to one who does not
have knowledge.” Sometimes English words are also like that,
I guess.

The little collie dog who lives here has suddenly become ag-
itated by the many birds in the tree. He barks and jumps, and
some ofthem fly away while others ignore him, aware that he
can’t reach them. The puffballs that come from the purple
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wildflowers blow in the fresh breeze. There are few pleasure
boats out on the lake today, although it’s fair enough weather.
Madhu is working on the van. He’s in a good mood (and |
should be too) because the Irish Motor Vehicle Bureau sent us
a letter stating that we are exempt from paying the import tax
on the van. I think I’ll take a walk.

Some people may think that that | am not a serious student
of the Caitanya-caritamrta because | can’t always sustain the
reading, but I’'m stuck on it. It’s my anchor, my polestar, what
I find myself returning to, Cc. abiding.

Details from the atmarama verse: the word krama, as in
Urukrama, means one who takes a great step or who achieves
something great. Lord Vamanadeva is the best example of
Urukrama.

When one is attracted to Krsna, nothing else attracts him.
This is the real meaning of the atmarama verse.

I wish | could honestly say, “l wish | were attracted to Krsna
like the gopls." But I can’t. | do feel fortunate to be reading the
Cc., even though | leave it for some time and then return. |
leave because | need space for my “memoirs.” What can |
mean by that? Why don’t | eliminate everything but Krsna
consciousness?

I know, honesty first, then the Absolute Truth. Or so |
sometimes say. It just doesn’t feel like it’s enough to use my
pen and arm to write that of the word bhakti, there is one
meaning for regulative bhakti and nine for prema-bhakti. That
doesn’t make me such a rascal, like the man who heard the
name “Radha” and thought of the barber’s wife. It’s not that |
want to speak nonsense or to sully this page. It’s a way.

14 Cc. Asraya



“The word guna means ‘quality’. The qualities of Krsna are
transcendentally situated and are unlimited in quantity. All the
spiritual qualities are full oftranscendental bliss.” (Cc. Madhya
24.41)
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AUGUST 31, 1996

Krsna is bhakta-vatsala; He leans toward His devotees:

He is so magnanimous that He can give Himself to His
devotees.”

I woke up late, 12:30 a.m., because a headache was linger-
ing. Now there’s no time for sustained reading. Anyway, |
don’t have to fake it that I’m absorbed in sastra.

Still, I’ll write my bit, a word, “bhakta-vatsala,” Krsna’s
most wonderful quality. Once we start traveling in the van, our

routine won’t allow me so much time for reading. Therefore, |
had better grab a word like “bhakta-vatsala” and keep it with
me as | drive on the dark highway.

The Kumaras and Sukadeva were perfected, Brahman-
realized saints, but they became attracted to Krsna’s forms and
pastimes. Out of compassion, Sukadeva Gosvaml described
Krsna in Srimad-Bhagavatam.

The gopis and Krsna’s queens were attracted to Krsna’s
handsome form and qualities. “Lord Krsna even attracts the
mind of the goddess of fortune simply by vibrating His tran-
scendental flute (vamsi-gita)Vamsl—that word reminds me
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of the young Italian man who died in VVrndavana, Vamsldhari.
Devotees pass away and we don’t always remember them ac-
tively. He was not as famous as Gaura-Govinda Maharaja or
Gaurl dasl. Vamsldhari—he was my disciple. After he died, |
read from his diary and published excerpts from it in “Among
Friends.” He was sweet, submissive, and intelligent, and he was
forced to accept Krsna’s will, which was pressed on him heav-
ily in the form of early death. Elderly DIna-dayadhra dasa cared
for him up until the end, and now Dina is paralyzed on one
side of his body.
Write it down.

How was the serpent Kaliya so fortunate as to be touched by
Krsna? | wish ...

This chapter is not a collection of Sanskrit definitions, but
of verses describing the devotees who are attracted to Krsna in
different rasas. We have to give up our sectarian prejudices
(“Krsna is an Indian god”) and accept Him as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Our Swami has ordered us to do so.

The Gosvamls of Vrndavana lived for the service of Lord
Caitanyadeva and Radha-Krsna. Follow them.

Even birds, animals, and trees are attracted to Krsna’s qual-
ities in Vrndavana. Seek to be attracted. Remain open to it.
Don’t block your ear holes, don’t deny yourselfthe darsana of
the arca-vigraha, and perform other favorable practices to in-
spire attraction.
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IfI'say | cannot be attracted to Lord Hari because of my past
sins, Caitanya-caritamrta tells me that devotional service burns
away all sins and their reactions. But don’t go back and start
new fires. Hari: He takes away sins and attracts us to Himself.
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SEPTEMBER 1, 1996

By speculation we can reach Brahman realization; by mys-
tic yoga we can attain the Supersoul; by executing regulative
devotional service (vaidhi-bhakti) we can become an associate
of Lord Narayana in the Vaikunthas; and “By executing spon-
taneous devotional service in Vrndavana (raga-bhaktye vraje),
one attains the original Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Krsna.” (Cc. Madhya 24.85) We want that raga-bhakti, but we
cannot imitate it. Surely Prabhupada is leading us on the path
to Krsna in Vrndavana, not to Lord Narayana in Vaikuntha.

Devotional service is the only path that yields results re-
gardless of whether we are akama, sarva-kama, or moksa-kama
devotees. In his purport to Madhya 24.98, however, Srlla Pra-
bhupada does not encourage us to remain on the materialistic
platform. He states that we must hear about Krsna from a pure
devotee and then become pure devotees ourselves. Only in that
way can we hope to affect others. Professional Bhagavatam
speakers cannot convert people to pure devotion.

“It is therefore important for all the preachers in our Krsna
consciousness movement to first become pure devotees... If
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a preacher behaves properly in devotional service, he will be
able to convert others. Otherwise, his preaching will have
no effect.”

Become perfect, be pure, rise early, chant Hare Krsna on
beads, follow the rules, then love of God will come.

Free of headaches at least for awhile, this fellow happily
walks outdoors and plans how to continue reading in the shel-
ter of Cc. while writing whatever notes occur to him.

Lord Caitanya explains all the words in the atmarama verse
and describes the conclusive gems of devotional service. He
says that Krsna cares for His devotees and never awards them
things that will entangle them further in material desire. He
forcibly gives His devotees shelter at His feet.

“ .. .all these words are meant to enable one to taste the
transcendental quality of Krsna.” (Cc. Madhya 24.105)

I will do this

forever if | feel a little better and

draw little pictures ofa

man walking and of two men

in a van. That van will

be ready to go one day soon. It seems that | ought to get into
it and go with it. If I get headaches, I can lie down in the back.
Doesn’t seem like I'll get any more headaches on the road than
I do in this house. Pain is pain. For now, though, I'll continue
to grab a little time to read, stay in that shelter, and to write
what comes.

Someone sent me two books by Alice Miller. She doesn't
seem to believe in God. Her point is that parents abuse chil-
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dren and that children are always innocent. When children are
abused, they bury the pain of the abuse within themselves, and
that pain poisons their lives. Ifthey become fortunate as adults,
they will find an enlightened person who can help them face
old pain. Miller says that most psychoanalysts hide pain and
blame the child. She is against Freud and wrote a long chapter
called, “The Sufferings of Franz Kafka.” She mentions that
Kafka was narcissistic.

I found myselfwondering if any of this applied to me, and
then before I could get too far into it, | pushed the books aside.
Maybe | do still carry the pain of my parents’ abuse. Maybe it
has crippled or limited me in some way. Miller says that artists
who don’t face and learn from the pain dip only into a small
poisoned bottle of the unconscious (like Salvador Dali) rather
than the unlimited consciousness (like Picasso, Miro, and
Klee). Maybe my past still affects my writing. Who knows? It’s
all relative. I'm not going to a therapist to find out. I'm just
writing these notes while reading my spiritual master’s perfect
books. In that respect, I'm miles ahead of Alice Miller.
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SEPTEMBER 2, 1996

Saclnandana Swami wrote me, “May your transcendental
pen never tire.” Thank you. | don’t want to tire of life itself—
the wonder of the dawn sunlight reflecting on the lake’s ripples
and my attempt to steer righteously and humanly to Krsna. |
am human. To some degree we have to deny or restrain the
base parts of our humanity, but human we remain. | like to
write about it,

through illness

and jollity and doubt.

4:35 P.M.

The first step in spiritual knowledge is to know that there is
life after death. When we know this, we don’t waste time pur-
suing material opulence because it doesn’t free us from the
cycle of birth and death. With this beginning knowledge, we
can go on to become pure devotees. Cc. mentions the three fac-
tors that help us give up bad association and rise to the level of
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bhava: (1) sadhu-sahga; (2) krsna-krpa\ and (3) the nature of
devotional service itself.

As | read and write, | look out the window at peaceful
Lough Erne. A devotee is rowing from Inis Rath to Geaglum
Quay. | leave here tomorrow. It will be a busy day of travel to
Dublin and back up to Belfast. There won’t be time for con-
centrated reading or writing in the shelter of sastra.

Great Brahmavadls gained the association of devotees and
became attracted to Krsna.
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SEPTEMBER 3, 1996

12:45 A-M -

Here is what | thought about while lying awake last night,
although I know my conclusions are subject to change.

| drifted toward thinking I should immediately take a pe-
riod of convalescence by staying in the extension of Manu’s
house. The outer reason isillness. I’'m fragile. Sometimes when
I go out the door, | glance at myselfin the door’s glass and see
that fragility. Ofcourse, an old man can still get around— Pra-
bhupada did—but right now I don’t feel like getting into that
van and traveling all over Europe for the next few months. At
least that’s how | felt as | lay awake last night. My thoughts
seemed to be coming from a clearer and somewhat deeper
place than usual.

I am now averaging three pills a day to help control the
headache pain. Last week, | took more pills than | ever have.
Daily headaches have become routine, and one pill isno longer
sufficient to quell the pain. New health complications are aris-
ing aside from the headaches. This is not a time to extend my-
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self in travel because out on the road, there’s only me and
Madhu and no support or backup. When we stay overnight at
P-stops or even temples where I’'m expected to lecture, | feel
extra stress. Staying in one place, and in such a loving place as
Geaglum-Inis Rath, seems to be the best thing to do while I’'m
in such a weak condition.

| say that this is the outer reason. By “outer” | don’t mean
“false.” But there is an inner reason too.

It’s simply this: | want to spend time reading and writing in
a quiet location. | always like to do this, and now an especially
good opportunity has come. It’s an opportunity that doesn’t
require extra expenditure, and it’s here in the association of
devotees—but still private because these devotees respect my
health limitations and don’t expect me to attend the temple
and give classes. Still, | feel like I am contributing to their com-
munity because of their favorable reciprocation. Furthermore,
they wish me well but are also interested in my creative life.
They like to see me reading and writing.

As | was thinking this last night, | realized that | could get
bogged down by staying in one place. It’s important to go out
and preach because that’s what Prabhupada wants. Then |
thought that even more important than wending my way
through Europe giving lectures would be if | could gain a
deeper attraction to sastra. That’s why even this diary entry has
a place in Cc. Asraya—because the inner purpose of the con-
valescent period would be to pursue the meaning behind my
writing and reading. 1 won't use the time to write intensely and
to produce or even read many pages. Rather, | will use it to
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read and write in a regulated, steady way. | also want to lead a
life conducive to thinking about the subjects of Caitanya-
caritamrta. Although | won’t have an exciting world about
which to write, | can turn to the sastra and the life within.

This morning I would like to encourage myselfto remain de-
termined to carry out this decision. My external reason should
be compelling enough—that can be the reason | present to oth-
ers—but let me keep my inner reason alive. Even if | start feeling
a little better over the next couple of weeks, or if | start getting
“cabin fever,” or ifMadhu tries to talk me into a more long-term
version of recuperation, 1still want to take this break now.

4:20 A.M.

Specific detail: when | said that the inner meaning of my
convalescence would be to read and write, 1 am specifically
looking forward to reading the newly published edition of
Caitanya-caritamrta. I’m supposed to pick that up in Belfast on
Janmastaml. | could work with the new indexes and reread the
parts | like after the reading I’'m doing now is complete.

| also have some attraction to becoming more acquainted
with Radha-Govinda at Inis Rath. Just yesterday a photo of
Them arrived in the mail. At first | thought it was whimsical.
The note said, “Radha-Govinda on Their tenth anniversary.” |
was the priest who installed them ten years ago. It’s possible that
while staying at Manu’s house, | could make trips over to the is-
land for darsana to develop more of a relationship with the
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Krsna Deity. Since | move around so much, | have not had
time to develop a relationship with any specific Deity.

(While writing this, the doorbell rang. It was Bhakta John,
asking for Arjuna dasa. He had a strange cage with him. Later
I found out that the cage contained nine rats. He had stayed up
most of the night catching rats in traps set in the temple build-
ing. So much for the romantic, ideal setting.)
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SEPTEMBER 7, 1996

I’'m physically here, returned from Belfast to the desk at
Geaglum, facing the lake and Inis Rath, a picture of Radha-
Govinda on my desk, and the new Cc. open and placed at a
convenient angle for reading. (Actually, I really wrote, “Return
to the desk at Geaglum, facing the lack.”)

My eyes and brain drift over the two verses where 1 left
off a few days ago in my reading. The Nine Yogendras are
mentioned. Were they impersonalists? | don’t remember. At
one point they became attracted by the Lord’s transcendental
qualities.

So begin again, trial student,

word loose associating,

weak head, weak will,

build up in your

announced convalescence, your

inner, barely formed day-

wish, to enter Cc.,

the darsana,

because how much time will you

have before you’re too feeble

to read?
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Lust is what it is. A wave of it can come at any time, any
place. It is not wrong, inhuman, or cowardly for me to deny
and suppress lust. I must. Sense gratification does not lead to
supreme happiness. Earlier today | heard Srila Prabhupada ex-
plaining how people try their utmost to become comfortable in
this life. Even if we can attain peace for a hundred years, ifas a
result ofour misuse of human life we become adog or a mouse
in our next life, what was the use of that temporary comfort?
Sex life is more than comfort—it’sa peak bodily pleasure—but
itends in disappointment. Even after such disappointment, we
try again and again, and as a result, we become entangled in
degradation. God doesn’t want us to behave in a degraded way.
We are not meant for that, or for such unhappiness. Human
life is meant for reaching the spiritual goal of ultimate bliss.
This is the life of the celibate, the one who wants to stop kar-
mic activity.

My writing won’t discuss sex. It may occasionally veer to-
ward matter, then grab hold of the steering wheel and bring us
back to Krsna, back to Cc., back to today and this attempt.

I’'m grateful to Madhu, Manu, and all the others who are
taking care of me here. They painted this room saffron while |
was away. Prabhupada is here. I like the new volumes of Cc.

W ithout devotional service we are lost. Other paths cannot
give liberation. Real liberation means to attain a spiritual form
(svarupena vyavasthitih). This is scholarship, to study sid-
dhanta. | follow along.
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Thinking at the same time of an essay through which | was
browsing by Afro-American poet Kenneth McClane. He writes
about his deceased brother. “If | have learned anything, it is
that death is irrefutable.” No mention of God, though, by the
intellectual poet-professor.

Better to turn back to my own row to hoe in this Geaglum
room, under the well-executed painting of Srlla Prabhupada,
signed, “P. Bhadra, Mayapur.”

3 P-M.

If Manu’s pre-school children, Jayananda and Slta, can live
on this small patch of land, mostly near their house, then why
not me?

When | get bored indoors, | can take a walk around the
quarter-mile lap that goes through the woods. Today two heli-
copters scoured overhead just as | disappeared under the trees
thinking my thoughts.

I don’t (cant?) read so slowly. Atma means the mind, and
some yogis attain Krsna through that medium. “Atma also
means endeavor . . . some saints make a great endeavor to
come to the point of rendering service to Him.” (Cc. Madhya
24.168) | get the gist and move along. Lord Caitanya is ex-
plaining the atmarama verse: “Whichever meaning fits may be
applied.” A tour de force of bhakti scholarship.

It is trusting faith that puts us into the presence of God and it
is within this awareness that the monk does his reading.

30 Cc. Asraya



Yes, we read with sraddha, not otherwise. Don't criticize or
think that sastra is relative. Accept it as truth.

Try for bhakti and nothing else (tasyaiva hetoh prayateta
kovido), Narada told Vyasa. Even birds become enchanted by
the sound of Krsna’s flute, and bees follow Balarama’s path
in Vrndavana.

Srila Prabhupada’s lecture on Queen Kuntl’s request for
calamities to come again and again so she can remember Krsna
struck me as timely. Srlla Prabhupada seems to be saying that
I ought to not be afraid to travel and preach. | have already ex-
pressed my fears to Madhu. | feel older, weaker, more feeble,
more often in pain. I'm afraid that when we travel, if anything
happens to Madhu, I’ll be forced into dealing with the world in
a foreign country, a foreign language. | want more support,
comfort, so that when the headaches come, | can rest and not
have to face the stress and surprise that comes with interna-
tional travel.

Prabhupada says we have to tolerate. We are materially at-
tached and therefore we suffer or become afraid. Prabhupada
wants us to do our duty despite the obstacles (matra-sparsas
tu kaunteya).

Then I have to ask, “Is it my duty to travel through Europe
and give occasional lectures, or is it better | settle in one place
and read?” Anyway, here | am for the next three weeks. Then |
will go, either unafraid or at least prepared to tolerate the fear
and grief.
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Another meaning of “atmarama” is to enjoy one’s particu-
lar nature. “The original nature of every living entity isto con-
sider himselfthe eternal servant of Krsna.” | enjoy writing and
being who I am as I discover it. That’s all right, but my nature
must be dovetailed with my truest nature as the Lord’s eternal
servant— krsna-dasa-abhimana.

“Everyone is eligible to receive Krsna’s mercy ... " In his
purport to this verse, Prabhupada strongly advocates preach-
ing. “Those who claim to be devotees but do not engage in
Krsna’s service to elevate all living creatures to Krsna con-
sciousness are to be considered kanistha-adhikaris (people in
the lowest stage of devotional service).”
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SEPTEMBER 8, 1996

EKADAS;]I

Narada told the hunter not to half-kill the animals. Prabhu-
pada then preaches on the evils of the slaughterhouse and says
that great wars are the karmic reactions to animal slaughter.
The Krsna consciousness movement is teaching people to stop
sinful activities and to chant the holy names of God.

The hunter, through Narada’s association, became convin-
ced of his sins and afraid of the reactions. Prabhupada states
that the Krsna conscious preachers must follow the rules and
regulations, and then like Narada, we may have some effect on
people when we speak to them. When we read, we become pu-
rified and strengthened.

This blank wall of memory. The desire to be special. Ad-
mittance | am not. The way | write. Yesterday driving from
Belfast, | ate some of the warm apple turnovers given to us by
Bhagavata dasl. It was nice driving again in pre-dawn up front
in the van with Madhu. I saved him four turnovers and he ate
them while he drove. | told him something | had heard about
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the lives of Mozart and Beethoven, how they were all too
human and how the fickle public accepted or rejected them at
different times. We concluded that in ISKCON, we too seek
honor, but we should not be attached to it.

Less headaches since Janmastaml. Now, average or less-
than-average boy, read the purports and don’t expect some-
thing to zap you. Everything wonderful is already here if you
can only learn to notice it.

The monk puts himself in a disposition of listening to that
word which the Lord wishes to address to him properly, per-
haps today. This may be only one word, yet if this word makes
him live, then “lectio” has already borne its fruit.

Keep even one word from your reading— “tapasya,”
“Narada.” Take the instruction you find. Don’t be afraid of
those who could harm you. See danger as another form of
Krsna sent to rescue you from this world. Don’t you want to
develop dependence on the holy name? Just one phrase:
“Don’t kill animals,” “by the grace of Narada.”

A pure devotee like Narada (or Prabhupada) can deliver a
sinful person from his karma. He does this as Krsna’s repre-
sentative and says, “Surrender to Krsna.” The sinful person
who fully accepts the pure devotee’s order is delivered from
sins. The scriptural conclusions are opened to him.

What about me? Am | able to deliver a sinful person? Am |
empowered by the Lord to do this?
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Uh, I don’t know. Maybe. Ask me later. Right now | have to
read and limber up with my yoga exercises.

The hunter replied, “My dear sir, whatever you say | shall do.”

“First of all, break your bow.”

Narada was heavy. Action first, then instructions and for-
giveness. “Break your bow, your means of evil livelihood.”

Thinking of right-wing ISKCON stuff. The “Back to Prabhu-
pada” movement claims that ISKCON has derailed our
founder-acaryas movement, so they have started their own
movement and made Srila Prabhupada the only guru. Hare
Krsna. Right- and left-wing are united at least in chanting
Hare Krsna and in our mutual recognition that Srila Prabhu-
pada is our leader; we are all trying to serve him. | picture the
mundane academics studying the schism.

Note this, it is crucial: the guru must be representing Narada
Muni in disciplic succession and not just officially. No cheating
or hypocrisy. That empowered person performs genuine initia-
tion. The disciple surrenders to him. Yasya deve para bhaktir.

1975-76 MEMORY

We slept on the motel room floor. Drunken orgy in the next
room, men and women laughing. Southern U.S.A. “We” means
the six brahmacarts on the library party. We rose at three when
it was quiet and read sastra, each one with his own book. Then
a breakfast of granola with milk and sugar.

Then we dressed in suits. Mahabuddhi had a blond wig,
Ghanasyama a black-purple Afro-wig—they were the top men.
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| escorted them to the vans, to the University o f. . . State Col-
lege ... the map ... the map ... the joy, the mission to please
the master.

On Narada’s orders, the hunter and his wife built a small cot-
tage and began to worship the tulasi tree and “continuously
chant the Hare Krsna maha-mantra." Narada assured them he
would send them their food every day. The devotee should con-
sume only what he needs.

“When Parvata Muni saw the ecstatic loving symptoms of
the hunter, he told Narada, ‘Certainly you are a touchstone
(tumi hao sparsa-mani)(Cc. Madhya 24.277) Prabhupada
quotes Bhaktivinoda Thakura as saying a Vaisnava can be tested
by how many Vaisnavas he has made during his life. Prabhu-
pada: “There are many so-called advanced devotees who sitin a
secluded place for their personal benefit. They do not go out to
preach and convert others ... Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu advised
His followers to increase the numbers of Vaisnavas.”

Any doubt that this is what Prabhupada and Bhaktivinoda
Thakura and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu want? Can I do it by writ-
ing books? Very well, then, but do it. Beat the brhat-mrdanga.

Krsna, the original Personality of Godhead, the son of
Maharaja Nanda in Vrndavana, is attained by spontaneous love.
His Visnu expansions are attained by the execution of regulative
devotional service. Sadhakas can rise up to pure, spontaneous
devotional service (sadhana-siddha). All atmaramas render ser-
vice to Lord Krsna.
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Uddhava dasa proposed that he could build a wooden cabin
in the corner of his field for me to use. He mentioned a letter |
wrote him saying as | grow older, | may consider staying in one
place. I'm already in one place at Geaglum and they’re propos-
ing another such place in Wicklow. Prabhupada writes that we
should travel and tell everyone we meet about Krsna. In Wick-
low I've written well.

Sanatana Gosvaml was struck with wonder at Lord Caitanya’s
exposition of sixty-one meanings ofthe atmarama verse. He de-
clared that Lord Caitanya was Krsna Himselfand only He could
understand the confidential meaning of Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Lord Caitanya replied, “Why are you glorifying Me person-
ally? You should understand the transcendental position of
Srimad-Bhagavatam.” (Cc. Madhya 24.317)

Sanatana Gosvaml folded his hands before Lord Caitanya and
said, “My Lord, You ordered me to write a directory about the
activities of Vaisnavas. | am a most low born person. | have no
knowledge of good behavior. How is it possible for me to write
authorized directions about Vaisnava activities?” (Cc. Madhya
24.324-25)

Sunny day. Devotees row back and forth. Some were here
from Dublin, now leaving, perhaps to arrive back in time for
the afternoon festival. | can go on reading and noting with no
schedule. Just come back to this a little at atime throughout the
day. May some of it stick. May | come closer. This is written at
12:35 in the afternoon while expecting Ekadasl prasadam at any
moment. Take off Srila Prabhupada’s beadbag.
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For a little material desire you’ll have to be reborn. Krsna
wants you to have full experience (Prabhupada says) that this
material world cannot bring you happiness, so He liberally al-
lows you to stay and try. But ifone is sincere, then Krsna’s spe-
cial mercy is to crush his material happiness. Devotional
service is therefore dangerous; it’s no bluff. Materialists keep
away from it. Krsna’s devotee is akincana-gocarah, materially
exhausted. Am |?

Lord Caitanya gave a synopsis for the book he wanted Sana-
tana to write. The first point was regarding the qualifications of
guru and disciple. Prabhupada dwells on the point that brah-
mana by birth is not a serious factor, but brahmana by quality
and behavior is the criterion. Several times he mentions that the
guru must be a maha-bhagavata. The definition given for
maha-bhagavata, however, is not so extraordinary. And don't
accept cheap disciples for personal gain or it will cause falldown.

“When you write on this subject, Krsna will help you by
spiritually awakening you.” (Cc. Madhya 24.345) Prabhupada:
“One cannot write on spiritual matters without being blessed
by Krsna and the disciplic succession of gurus.”
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SEPTEMBER 9, 1996

Humbly note what you read. I am beginning Chapter
Twenty-five of the Madhya-lila. The Mayavadls criticized Lord
Caitanya in Benares, but the Maharastrian brahmana thought,
“Ifby some means | can assemble all the sannyasistogether, they
will certainly become His devotees after seeing His personal
characteristics.” (Cc. Madhya 25.9)

In his purport, Prabhupada quotes Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvatl Thakura, who states that one who can spread the
chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra all over the world is
empowered: “Such a personality is krsnalingita-vigraha—that
is, he is always embraced by the Supreme Personality of God-
head, Krsna.”

Sad | cannot do more. Don’t know what that “more” would
be. I've given up a more structured form as in A Poor Man
Reads the Bhagavatam. I’'m not a scholar, except in a simple,
ISKCON way, and not a writer like James Joyce. Why lament?

When I write something I usually think it is very important and
that I am a very fine writer. 1think this happens to everyone.
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But there is one corner of my mind in which I know very well
what | am, which is a small, a very small writer. | swear | know
it. But that doesn’t matter much to me. Only 1don’t want to
think about names: | can see that if | am asked, “A small writer
like who?” it would sadden me to think of the names of other
small writers. | prefer to think that no one has ever been like
me, however small, however much a mosquito or a flea of a
writer | may be. The important thing is to be convinced that
this really is your vocation, your profession, something you
will do all your life. But as a vocation it is no joke. There are
innumerable dangers besides those | have mentioned. We are
constantly threatened with grave dangers whenever we write a
page. There is the danger of suddenly starting to be flirtatious
and of singing. | always have a crazy desire to sing and | have
to be very careful that 1 don’t. And there is the danger of cheat-
ing with words that do not really exist within us, that we have
picked up by chance from outside of ourselves and which we
skillfully slip in because we have become abit dishonest. There
is the danger of cheating and being dishonest. As you see, it is
quite a difficult vocation, but it is the finest one in the world.
— From “My Vocation” by Natalia Ginzburg,
The Writer on Her Work, Volume 2

Srila Prabhupada was not recognized even by his God-
brothers, who criticized him in the same way that the sannyasis
criticized Lord Caitanya in Benares. Prabhupada defends him-
selfand I honor that defense. | write to carry out his honor, to
always testify that whatever good I can do (as well as the good
of all his disciples, the Krsna consciousness movement) is a re-
sult of his mercy and training. May he accept me.
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Krsna consciousness is gradually being spread to every town
and village throughout the world, as Lord Caitanya predicted,
because of the “solid logic and scientific presentation” of Srila
Prabhupada and his followers. Many people don’t accept it, but
it is spreading gradually regardless.

One of the disciples of Prakasananda Sarasvatl, who was as
learned as his guru, spoke up in the assembly and praised Lord
Caitanya’s teachings. He said the evidence of the harer nama
verse was solid: they should give up dry speculation and take to
the devotional service of the Supreme Lord.

Manu wrote me that he’s praying I’ll be able to start writing. |
wrote back that | am mostly reading. | said that this is in itselfa
worthwhile endeavor, but my writing-self does want something
more. | said that | hope a synthesis will develop between the
reading and note-taking on what | read, and the free-write diary.

He wrote: “Take as much time as you want. .. Your type of
writing needs a good, lengthy, undisturbed spell for it to unfold
in all its regalia.” He’s kind to wish me well in that way. Why be
disappointed? Read and write and let it come and be as it will.
There is no loss in this endeavor, and the gain is very great. (It
can save you from the greatest fear at death.)

5A.M.

I can understand what she means when she says don’t be flir-
tatious on the page, but | don’t agree that we shouldn’t sing.
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“The bird doesn’t sing because he has the answer but because
he has the song.” (Chinese proverb) Sing the song of God. Sing
your realization. Sing your ecstatic tune in kirtana. Hare Krsna
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna Hare Hare—it’s singing, isn’t it? Sing
the song of God.

Sing the song you are meant to sing. Maybe she means that
we shouldn’t be fools and sing when we should be serious. We
have a responsibility as writers to put the truth onto the page;
we shouldn’t goof off. But | can’t say unconditionally, “Don’t
sing when you write.”

In fact, that’s what seems to be missing so far in Cc. Asraya.
I am writing summary notes as | go along reading, keeping
track ofthe narrative, and I am also keeping track of headaches
and travel plans, breakfast, and how Madhu is managing the
van. But what about writing-singing, songing, belonging?

When you chant, pay attention and hear the holy name. Be
stricter, but also easier on yourself. By that | mean, don’t be
rigid in your conceptions of how to surrender. Try to under-
stand the best way for you to “go out” and preach.

I know I should preach. | preach to myself about it all the
time. Krsna consciousness is my life. | won't leave it, | will be
faithful, and I will sing. | will also complain, be who | am, and
I won’t be proud or over-intelligent. But |1 don’t want to be
rigid or dogmatic. As Prabhupada said, facts are facts; transmi-
gration is going on whether you believe it or not. You will have
to die and be reborn. Therefore, it’s better not to listen to
music or to do things that don't specifically remind you of
Krsna, even if the materialists would mock you for it. At the

42 Cc. Asraya



same time, you have to find the best way to preach, to surren-
der, to be a devotee.

Prabhupada said that “Hare Krsna” isnow a “kitchen word.”

Hare Krsnas? You mean those kids in the orange sheets who
ride on a flatbed truck around New York City? You mean those
incapable

busters who approach you in the airports and parking lots?

You mean those anti-science guys? You mean those

orchard san-dressed Indio-philes?

Them? | never see them anymore.

I thought they was dead.

I thought their leader was against women.

I thought they shaved their heads for the wrong reason.

| heard they are against sex and their

god is sexy. | heard that their books are boring.

Those people have shrunk up vocabularies.

They’re on the list of unwanted sects in America,

rejected by the mainstream and most other streams too.

You mean a promising young fella like you got hooked up
with them? Don’t you ever disagree with anything your leader
says? Where is your joy, your toy, your dream, your freedom?
W hat are you doing to help humankind? You are against gays
and femmes and frams and yet you people do all those sorts of
things yourselves. You collect money and despise the heresies.
You can’t draw any pictures unless they look like your God. |
don’t mean to mock you, but no one believes that Krsna is God
nowadays. That’s an old Indian idea. How can you permit
yourselfto be so archaic and beyond the pale? It’s the dullest
thing | can imagine.
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Oh, no itaint. You don’t know what it is, buster. You have
never chanted Hare Krsna with us or seen dawn in Vrndavana
while feeling the sands of Vraja under your bare feet. What do
you know about serving the master or the Lord’s darsana7 Yeah,
we want to escape this world. We admit it. The Lord says this
place is a place of sorrow. It’s temporary. We want to go to the
spiritual world and leave this place behind.

Prakasananda praised Lord Caitanya as the Supreme Lord,
“although You consider Yourselfthe Lord’s servant.” Prakasa-
nanda asked forgiveness for his offenses to Lord Caitanya and
asked Him to briefly give the purport of Vedanta-sutra. Ved-
anta’s natural commentary is Srimad-Bhagavatam. The catuh-
sloki, originally spoken by the Supreme Lord to Lord Brahma
are the essence of Srimad-Bhagavatam and Vyasa elaborated on
them in compiling Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Jilana and vijnatia, sambandha, abhidheya, and prayojana—
all this is discussed in the catuh-sloki. He is explaining it. I’'m sit-
ting looking out the window. | wrote a note to M. this morning
saying that if I don’t get a relapse, we could travel, but not be-
fore the end of September and perhaps not until the end of Oc-
tober. That will give me time to stretch out in the reading of
scripture and the writing of notes and diary.

But do | want or need this much time? I could say that my
reading is not vital because 1 don’t read well, but I could make
the same argument for my traveling and lecturing. | could even
say that about my writing. Or, ifthe writing is vital, then | have
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to admit that | will write in any case, whether I am sitting in a
house or in the back of the van.

The fact is, when | travel, | can’t read as much. After all the
flurry of getting out and waving my flag, “Look, ISKCON, I’'m
traveling and preaching!” | don’t get to spend as much time
with my spiritual master’sbooks. I’m beginning to think that it
is a more solid contribution to spend time studying sastra. It
would be ridiculous to say that travel is spiritual action while
reading is inaction or idleness. A few weeks or a month out of
a life in which lusually don’t read that much iswell spent ifit’s
spent reading.

This argument is meant to keep a fellow who seems to have
ants in his pants from jumping up from his reading desk. Hold
on and turn the pages and consider. | know | am not swoon-
ing at the darsana when | read, but I am reading peacefully and
with interest. The ability to study peacefully is a privilege and a
gift. I don’t have to earn money for a family or manage a tem-
ple—things that would keep me away from reading.

Yeah, | see your point.

I'm making a general statement. Reading Cc. with the
Bhaktivedanta purports is good for me. If I can trick myself
into doing it, I’ll be a winner and I’ll be able to help the world,
granted. Still, let me explore the specific points. For example,
do | like to read Prabhupada’s books? Why don’t | do it more
no matter where I am? Is it all right to admit my desire to read
other things? What about my writing? How is it a faithful fol-
lowing and expansion of the parampara? If | write some-
thing different from sastra, is it because | want to read some-
thing Krsna conscious but different?
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I hope to ease into these topics. 1’d really like to receive the
darsana (as | put it) of Cc. and the Bhagavatam, to see Krsna
face to face. | would also like to be excited to read my spiritual
master’s words and to obey his orders, to be with Krsna. Let the
books speak to my soul and awaken me.

Srlla Prabhupada’s books are very scholarly, very devoted,
absolute, perfect, Vedic. They are presented for universal appli-
cation in Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s sahkirtana movement.

I need some time to get somewhere with this understanding.

li:45 A.M.

“Real spiritual knowledge has to be received from revealed
scriptures.... from the parampara system and from the guru...”
(Cc. Madhya 25.118, purport) That’sit. Don’t speculate. You can
be yourself, wander about, feel pleasure and pain in the body,
etc., but for knowledge of the ultimate you turn to sastra.

How much of this is merely official to me? Is there some lit-
tle selfwho seeks knowledge by pratyaksa or anumana? Maybe.
But it must be confirmed by sabda.

Knowledge from sastra is clarified by analogies, such as the
example of the sun and the sunshine. | have heard such analo-
gies many times. | want something more than the philosophy of
“the Absolute Truth is a person.” | want to feel it. Krsna is de-
manding our emotional attachment. He gives Himself to His
devotees, so we have to give ourselves to Him. We begin by per-
forming tapasya, obeying the guru, and preaching.
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My headaches usually begin their early stages around 10:30
a.m. That’s when | take a pill and lay down. | often turn on are-
laxation tape where the man tells me to breathe in deeply and
think “warm,” then breathe out slowly and think “heavy.” At
this time, it’s too much for me to hear Prabhupada speak the
philosophy or to read. The philosophy is stern, uncompromis-
ing, rigorous, basic. | agree with it, but I keep asking myself for
something soothing. I think of Western classical music, but it’s
not Krsna-specific. Soft kirtanas are nice, as Prabhupada wanted
to hear in his last days— soft, with a tiny pair of karatalas.

Lough Erne flows by. Just a few slow pleasure boats today. It
feels good to be honest about my need for something to soothe
me, as well as for writing that follows sastra, is faithful to it, de-
rives its power there—but is lighter and more personal. I have
heard that sastra is like the guru, drama is like a friend, poetry is
like a lover— something like that.

I got rid of another book I had with me— Grizutti’s Acciden-
tal Autobiography. She used to be a Jehovah’s Witness. No au-
tobiography writing for me, | say. And if | don’t want only sastra
study notes, not only diary, not this and not that (neti-neti),
then what do | want?

Soothing, excellent

hits. Top hits.

Write for no audience but

score. Well that’s impossible.

Acintya-bhedabheda

simultaneously one and different.
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Sastra and yet the world,

Krsna and yet me.

Prabhupada’s stern order to preach
and soothing relaxation.
Hari-nama on beads—

I’d love to love it and

tell others.

Krsna, no demigods,

but 1can’t pay the price.
What? Amnesia.

Want to score, not be
abore, or pose.

Be chaste to guru yet
yourselfwalk peacefully as
you did on dusty back road
of Glta-nagarl. No more.

Got a new place to walk—
Geaglum path. And reading
Cc.

a little at a time.

Lectio is demanding:
I must be absolutely and completely open and attentive be-

cause the word of God [in scripture] may demand something
of me today which it did not demand yesterday.
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Hear what it says and be ready to at least admit it. You’ve got
to do things you don’t want to do— like grow old and travel and

preach. Chant your rounds. So ... so ... precious.

I’ll read more this afternoon. Now it’s time for lunch.
Syamananda dasa is bringing it. He’s still in his twenties. | will
try to repay them by writing good stuff.

Saclnandana dasa writes me from Bhaktivedanta Manor:

Your honesty is not in any way a weakness but rather a strength.
You are often writing about how you think and feel in many
“normal” situations, which gives us (me) an idea of a sight to
set with how to think and act as 1go through my life somehow
or other trying to stay in Krsna consciousness. I’'m only one tiny
individual, but I'm very happy that there is a Satsvarupa
Maharaja in my life and that he cares for us enough to share his
Krsna consciousness with us.

2:30 P.M.

Id like to read Lord Caitanya’s praise of the Bhagavatam and
especially of the catuh-sloki, but pressure is building in my head.
I'd avoid taking a second pill if I could, but better to take itifl can
get some reading hours in this afternoon. Otherwise, | cant do
anything—not even take a walk—but sitand look out at the lake.

Devotional service is transcendental to all considerations of
time, person, and place. It’s applicable everywhere.
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“Hari, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who destroys
everything inauspicious for His devotees, does not leave the
hearts of His devotees even if they remember Him and chant
about Him inattentively. This is because the rope of love al-
ways binds the Lord within the devotees’ hearts. Such devotees
should be accepted as most elevated.” (Cc. Madhya 25.128)

Iwould like to know that Krsna loves me. | hear that He can
only be reached by devotional service. | hear that if we have any
material taint, we can’t go back to Godhead. He says in effect,
“You don’t want Me badly enough; you still want to enjoy in
this material world. Stay here and learn your lessons until you
are ready to give up everything for My service.” His pure devo-
tees tell us we must simply want to please Krsna. That’s prema.
When we want to please ourselves, that’s kama. | find myself
wanting to hear and know personally that Krsna loves me de-
spite my shortcomings. | know it’s true because He comes to
rescue me from this material world. He lowers the rope into
the well into which | have fallen. | just have to reach out and
grab it, to do that much.

Would | prefer an easier way out?

W ant to be given a hundred percent grade on the exam

even though 1 did only fifty percent of the work?

What do | mean when | say | want to know that He loves
me? Am | complaining that He is not acting enough on my be-
half? Better to pray, “Please let me love You.”
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“As soon as one attentively and submissively hears the mes-
sage of Bhagavatam, by this culture of knowledge the Supreme
Lord is established within his heart.” (Bhag. 1.1.2)

“We never tire of hearing the transcendental pastimes of the
Personality of Godhead, who is glorified by hymns and prayers.
Those who have developed a taste for transcendental relation-
ships with Him relish hearing of His pastimes at every mo-
ment.” (Bhag. 1.1.19)

In other words, a true devotee of Krsna isn’t interested in
hearing, reading, or writing about things outside of Krsna con-
sciousness. He knows that everything can be used in Krsna’s ser-
vice, and therefore he brings everything possible into his service.
He doesn’t unnecessarily hear topics of the mundane world,
talks of men and women, however. “5 Caitanya Mahaprabhu
continued, ‘Always discuss Srimad-Bhagavatam and constantly
chant the holy name of Lord Krsna. In this way you will be able
to attain liberation very easily, and you will be elevated to the en-
joyment of love of Godhead.” (Cc. Madhya 25.154)

Walking on the woods path, it occurred to me I should be
asking how I love Him, not whether or not He will show me that
He loves me. Both sides of the question are valid, but | have to
find the answers. Love of Krsna is a hidden treasure. The Nectar
ofDevotion advises that we “dig on the Eastern side” to find it.

I am right not to be satisfied with a superficial, scholastic
reading because such reading does not allow me to uncover my
own love for the Lord. If | face that wrong attitude (my demand
that Krsna show His love for me), then | can go beyond it. And
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I can similarly face doubts: perhaps | have been under the spell
ofaspiritual master for my whole life but it’s not the truth. Or,
maybe it istrue, but 1 don’t believe it. Maybe I am simply going
through the motions. I don’t want to look bad. |1 would rather
look like a devotee and then die as if | were one. All right, | face
that doubt, that maybe | don’t believe, don’t love. At least |
don’t do it deeply. I have very little realization. I know that this
is the language of saints: “I could not attain Mathura.”  am not
speaking as a saint. 1 don’t feel pain that | miss the beloved of
the gopis.

In the section | am reading now, Lord Caitanya is explain-
ing Srimad-Bhagavatam to Prakasananda. He has quoted
many verses from the Bhagavatam itself. One said that even if
a devotee chants inattentively, the Lord is captured in his heart.
What does that mean? Does he love the Lord very much in
many ways, so perhaps he meditates on serving Krsna in so
many other ways that he chants negligently? Still, he is sold out
to the Lord. There are many possible ways to understand, to
approach. Ask Him to reveal Himself. Don’t be afraid, “But if
I surrender to Krsna and call out to Him, He may ask me to be-
come the president ofthe temple in New Delhi.”

Flock of birds over the field rise and fall together like a
handful of stones. On the forest path, sun patches and shade
from trees. I come upon aman looking at the unused buildings
and turn around quickly so I won’t have to talk to him. If he
were to ask me about the land or buildings, 1 would say, “I’'m
just a visitor here. 1 don’t know anything about them either.”
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Walk back to the house and the book and my lack of taste. If |
could develop a continuous sort of writing and reading, some-
thing unbroken, then things would start to happen.

The search for God in the written word is what constitutes this
goal. The goal is therefore an encounter with abeloved Person,
and this is never to be done feverishly and with agitation.

An important point: don’t be like Vrkasura, who was ready
to cut off his own flesh if Lord Siva did not appear to him im-
mediately. Take it easy during these quiet days in September.
Just spend time with the book, and although you know what
you’re looking for (Krsna), you can’t demand or push fever-
ishly for His darsana: “Show me You love me!”

After Lord Caitanya spoke to the Mayavadl sannyasis and
was alone again with His associates, He said laughingly, “I
came here to sell My emotional ecstatic love ... ” There were
no customers at first, so it appeared that He would have to
carry His ecstasy back to His own country. Prabhupada com-
pares this to his own situation when he came to preach the
message of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in the Western countries.
“In the beginning we were very disappointed for at least one
year because no one came forth to help this movement, but by
the grace of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, some young boys
joined this movement in 1966 We therefore pray for all the
blessings of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu upon all the devotees in
the Western world who are spreading this movement.” (Cc.
Madhya 25.170, purport)
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I am looking for a sign that Krsna loves me? Don’t you re-
member 1966? And is it not still continuing?

Yes, but one would think that after thirty years of practice, |
would have more taste. At least we think like that sometimes.

“The readers should relish this wonderful nectar because
nothing compares to it. Keeping their faith firmly fixed within
their minds, they should be careful not to fall into the pit of false
arguments or the whirlpools of unfortunate situations. If one
falls into such positions, he is finished.” (Cc. Madhya 25.279)

Always chant Hare Krsna and

live in Vrndavana, Lord Caitanya

told Subuddhi Raya.

Don’t kill yourself.

Stay away from speculators and wrong talk. Of course,
nowadays we can’t just chant Hare Krsna and live in Vrnda-
vana, at least physically, but Lord Caitanya recommended it to
Subuddhi Raya. Subuddhi then raised money selling dry wood
in the forest and subsisted on one paisa’s worth of fried chick-
peas. With the profit he bought yogurt and rice for the Bengali
Vaisnavas when they visited Vrndavana, because they found it
hard to digest the wheat rotis served there. He also bought mus-
tard oil to give them massages.

NIGHT NOTES

| have again finished the Madhya-lila. It ends with the pur-
port where Prabhupada says we must read all the books that
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have been published or we will fall down, along with his last
“note” about pigs and dogs who don’t appreciate the work of
the acarya. Now | move on to the Antya-ltla. Madhya-lila is the
longest section. Lord Caitanya traveled for six years, then re-
turned to Puri for the last eighteen years of His pastimes.
There, He mostly chanted with His devotees and stayed in the
Gambhlra with a few intimate associates, speaking of Radha
and Krsna.

Breeze not cold. Bluish skies all day. Ireland isn’t always
raining. The puffballs are huge now; no purple visible. The field
is one big, ghostly puff. Sometimes one of the filaments floats
into the window. Looks like a silky spider moving along the
floor near the altar. Everything is connected to Krsna. The rip-
ply water.

I saw Manu before he went to give his Bhagavad-glta class
tonight. He said that his class was scheduled for five o’clock Irish
time. He talked to me until 5:10, then started to walk toward the
shore to get a boat. Even Irish time has its limits of delay.

A few raisins and a few strawberries for a snack with cran-
berry juice at 5 p.m.

I will be reading again the second meeting with Rupa Go-
svaml, the opening chapter of Antya-lila, tomorrow morning.
Krsna, Krsna, Krsna.
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SEPTEMBER 10, 1996

Living with shortcomings. Regarding offensive chanting,
Prabhupada writes that we shouldn’t think that the holy name
is sometimes offensive and sometimes clear of offenses. It is the
devotee who commits offenses. Similarly, the chapters of Cc.,
the assertions of sastra regarding God and His pure devotees,
are not faulty or exaggerated. It iswe who see faults where there
are none. We aren’t pleased by this, but we go on anyway.

I have often said that this chapter, “Rupa Gosvaml’s Second
Meeting with the Lord,” is a favorite of mine because it’s liter-
ary. The writer reads from his works and pleases the Lord and
His devotees. It has to be read with care. Printed words on a
white page made shiny by electric lamp—the brain has to un-
scramble them by intellectual process and make sense—and
not get bored or find fault.

Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml writes, “My path is very difficult.
I am blind, and my feet are slipping again and again. Therefore,
may the saints help me by granting me the stick oftheir mercy as
my support.” (Cc. Antya 1.2) He prays to the Six Gosvamls “that
all impediments to my writing this literature will be annihilated
and my real desire will be fulfilled.” (Cc. Antya 1.4)
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Prabhupada: “lI am trying to finish the translation of Srimad-
Bhagavatam as soon as possible, but before finishing it, | have
given my readers the book Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, so that if 1die before finishing the whole task, they
may enjoy this book, which is the essence of Srimad-
Bhagavatam." (Cc. Antya 1.11, purport)

“There is no harm in taking birth again and again. Our only
desire should be to take birth under the care of a Vaisnava. ...
We may conclude that even as dogs we must take shelter of a
Vaisnava. The benefit will be the same as that which accrues to
an advanced devotee under a Vaisnava’s care.” (Cc. Antya
1.24, purport)

There is nothing to accomplish but genuine devotional ser-
vice. Don’t produce useless paper currency, but something of
real value. Can you? Everything is up to the will ofthe Supreme
Lord, yes, but what is your desire? He will reciprocate with that.
You want to do some snazzy writing? (Don't talk slang in front
of the Deity.)

Iwant... lwant. ..

I am blind and slipping again and again,

the saint’s mercy is my stick of support.

Where are you trying to go, blind man?

Why are you still trying to

gather possessions and reputation?

W hat good will it do you in the next world?

Why don’t you ask yourself

these things?
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The dog favored by Sivananda Sena was fed by Lord Cai-
tanya and he chanted the name of Krsna and danced. “Every-
one should be given a chance to take prasada and thus be
induced to chant the holy names Hare Krsna and also dance in
ecstasy. By these three processes, although performed without
knowledge or education, even an animal went back to God-
head.” (Cc. Antya 1.32, purport)

Lectio divina is a matter of studied practice as much as of prayer.
At fixed hours one should have leisure for fixed lectio.

Therefore, | rise at midnight. I still don’t like to be woken by
a loud alarm, so I turn it offand keep glancing at the clock. It’s
too much ofashock. Today I got up around 12:05. Lucky. Bet-
ter submit to the alarm. “At fixed hours one should have leisure
for reading.” When we do follow a schedule, we can read with-
out pressuring ourselves about reading a quota of pages. It’s
studied practice. You just do it and expect that the mercy will
be given (as it happened to the dog that followed the devotees
from Bengal). Sit up and read. You learned how to read when
you were six years old. Now keep practicing and perfect it.

Yes, | believe in that. Go on, go on, but in a leisurely way. |
know you say you can’t study, can’t hit the books in an analyt-
ical way, but at least notice what’s passing, the gorgeous and
valuable (instructive) scenery. As in this chapter, the opening
verses, prayers to Madana-mohana, Govinda, and GopTnatha.
The desire to be a devotee of Lord Caitanya. The description of
the avid followers of the Lord from Bengal, how they walked
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each year to be with Him. When they reached the bridge out-
side Purl, the Lord sent His men to greet them. He went with
them to the Jagannatha temple and sat and ate with them
that day.

4 AM.

RQpa Gosvaml wrote two dramas. He started making notes
and writing while he was traveling from Bengal to Purl. Writ-
ing and traveling. But then when he got to Purl, he wrote more
and that’s when Lord Caitanya asked him to read the work in
progress. He was therefore able to write in different places,
while traveling, while in Jagannatha Purl, and while in Vrnda-
vana. | will also have to write on the move. Madhu has almost
completed fixing the van, and now all the legalities are in order.
We are ready to move.

But | have come here to convalesce and to read Cc. Still, see-
ing the van ready makes me think, “Why not?” Why not? Be-
cause | won’t be able to read so well. | may write as | travel, but
I will have to write about the material world that | perceive
with my senses—the highway, the tensions, the gas stations,
the overnight parking, and then the temple lectures I will have
to prepare.

When I travel and write, what is it like? Is it necessarily more
shallow? 1I’'m here in one place right now, and there is shallow-
ness here. However, it is regulated—the studied practice. Rupa
Gosvaml was writing his drama while living with Haridasa
Thakura in Jagannatha Purl and | am telling about it.
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O Lord ofthe universe, kindly be visible unto me and tell me
what to do. When we go to Purl, I could write little poems while
going and coming back from visiting the tirthas, but sometimes
those poems are too journalistic. That is, they capture the spirit
of time and place but not the “haiku moments.” Poetry should
touch something, not simply be travel notes. Travel in itself is
not opposed to writing; whether staying in one place or travel-
ing, a writer has to capture the moments under the surface.

The Lord told Rupa Gosvaml, “Do not try to take Krsna out
of Vrndavana.” Rupa Gosvaml was surprised. He had already
received a vision from Satyabhama asking that he write a special
drama about her. That meant he had to write two dramas, one
for Vrndavana and one for the Dvaraka pastimes. The Lord con-
firmed this. When we write of Krsna outside of Vrndavana, we
write of Vasudeva Krsna. Vraja-Krsna does not leave Vrndavana
even for a step. Vasudeva Krsna is an expansion of Vraja-Krsna.

Rupa went on writing. He wrote in Sanskrit in a special ink
and with a pen appropriate for those days. He observed Lord
Caitanya at Ratha-yatra chanting a sloka which only Svarupa
Damodara could understand. Rupa Gosvaml also understood it
by the Lord’s grace, and he composed a verse similar to it but
specifically mentioning Radha and Krsna. The Lord found this
verse in the thatch of Rupa’s hut and became ecstatic. He asked
how Rupa could know His mind. Svarupa Damodara affirmed
that the Lord must have empowered him.

After Ratha-yatra, the devotees from Bengal returned home,
but Rupa Gosvaml stayed on for some time, writing and living
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in Purl, and spending time with Haridasa Thakura. One day,
Lord Caitanya arrived with His associates and asked Rupa to
read from his current writing of the two plays, Vidagdha-
madhava and Lalita-madhava. Rupa was shy at first, and he
didn’t want to read.

This is good stuff. | cannot compare myself to Rupa
Gosvaml, even though | also write, but it’s a saving grace to
hear of this poet rather than a nondevotee poet, to hear hispo-
etry rather than the poetry of a Robert Creeley reading from
some coffeehouse. And to write after him in this sampradaya,
even though | am unqualified, is also a gift.

Lord Caitanya picked up a palm leaf of the book Rupa
Gosvaml was writing. He was pleased to see his handwriting,
which He said looked like a row of pearls. When He read the
verse, “I do not know how much nectar the two syllables ‘Krs-
na’ have produced . .. ”(Vidagdha-madhava 1.15), He was
overwhelmed with prema. When He chanted it, Haridasa
Thakura became jubilant.

The next day, Lord Caitanya came with the great devotees,
such as Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, Ramananda Raya, and
Svarupa Damodara. He asked Rupa Gosvaml to read some of
his excellent verses, but Rupa Gosvaml was too shy. Therefore,
Svarupa Damodara began reading the verse, “Priyah so yam
krsnah saha-cari."

“Although its wood may be ignited by a low-class man, fire
can nevertheless purify gold. Although | am very low by

Cc. Asraya 61



nature, this book may help cleanse the dirt from within the
hearts of the golden devotees.” (Vidagdha-madhava 1.6,
quoted in Cc. Antya 1.139)

There is a generous selection of slokas translated from
Vidagdha-madhava. We used to read this literature more.
Rama-raya dasa asks me if and when he can again read Ujj-
vala-nilamani, Vidagdha-madhava, and other such books. We
can read some of it in these chapters. We have to read privately
and with an appropriate mood. Is it possible for us? If we can
concentrate, we are fortunate.

Planning to be in Purl sometime with a few devotees. W hat
Cc. will we sample at that time? Can | project to them a mood
of caitanya-llla, or within that, the rasa of Radha and Krsna
as tasted by Lord Caitanya in the Gambhlra? Or, if | feel | am
not qualified, then what will we discuss? Don’t center on the
faulty self.

“Srila Ramananda Raya further inquired, ‘How have you
described Vrndavana, the vibration of the transcendental flute,
and the relationship between Krsna and Radhika? Please tell
me all this, for your poetic ability is wonderful.” After offering
obeisances to Ramananda Raya, Rupa Gosvaml gradually
began answering his inquires.” (Cc. Antya 1.156-57)

Oh, I don’t know how much nectar is produced by the syl-
lables “Krs-na”. I don’t know when to take a pill for ease, or
whether to avoid it for now until the pain builds up. I'd like to
take a walk around 10 a.m., but do I dare? Oh well.
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SEPTEMBER 11, 1996

This is a partial record of my attempt to read. Yesterday
much time was wasted with a headache. The book lay un-
opened on my desk. | intended to read aloud again those verses
that Rupa Gosvaml recited from his plays. Instead, | sat and
watched the lake or laid down with a wet rag on my forehead.

Yesterday afternoon, an ISKCON preacher arrived at Inis
Rath, and they say that Jayapataka Swami will also come for a
day at the end of the month. Those devotees may see me here
trying to gain health. Since they are traveling preachers with
their own service intentions, and that’s what | might also be, it
occurred to me that my intention now, to read Caitanya-
caritamrta, is good. | could travel widely and join the list of san-
nyasis who arrive and leave temples, and that would be good
service too, but simply staying here to read is not nothing.

“If one tries to render his best service to the Lord, the Lord
gives him the power to do so ... tesam satata-yuktanam .. .
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu bestowed His special favor upon
Srlla Rupa Gosvaml [by which Rupa was empowered to write
extraordinarily nectarean and conclusive verses] because Rupa
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Gosvami wanted to serve the Lord to the best of his ability.”
(Cc. Antya 1.197, purport)

“A pure devotee, free from the reactions of the material
modes of nature, executes devotional service with tolerance like
that of a tree. He also feels humbler than the grass. Such a devo-
tee, who is called niskincana, or free from all material posses-
sions, is always absorbed in emotional love of Godhead. He is
reluctant to perform any kind of sense gratification. In other
words, such a devotee is free from all material bondage, but he
engages in Krsna conscious activities. Such expert devotional ser-
vice is performed without hypocrisy.” (Cc. Antya 1.202 purport)

I too would like to be “empowered,” at least in a small way,
to influence people toward Krsna consciousness. 1'd like to do
it in writing. It’s happening to some extent. | must endeavor at
it. Everything material maybe used in Krsna’s service. I’'m writ-
ing simply and directly of my own endeavors at service and
what happens. Best, | suppose, is to practice at this regularly.
The writing of many timed, freely writen, diary-like works may
be compared to the efforts of the sparrow who tried to empty
the ocean with her beak. I’'m trying to write the best literature
“against” the ocean of worldly and devotional and scholarly
writers—or | am trying to distinguish myselfamong them—but
it will only be possible if Krsna sees my efforts as sincere and
sends help through Garuda.
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Lord Caitanya also asked Rupa Gosvaml to offer prayers to
the lotus feet of all the devotees present. That’s another rec-
ommended approach if we want blessings to write.

Worldly poets and scholars cannot write about Krsna or
Krsna consciousness. If they do, the result is as poisonous as
the milk touched by the lips of a serpent. | can write about
Krsna from within my limits. | can say, “Radha-Govinda are
the presiding Deities at Inis Rath. | wish to see Them and to
serve Them. Their devotees gather for Their darsana, dress
Them in gorgeous clothes, and serve Them good prasadam as
ordered by Srila Prabhupada.” These are not imaginary or
tainted statements. With me, when | write in Krsna conscious-
ness, | also feel impelled to admit my faults. Some say that con-
fession is not necessary or desirable. All I can do is to continue
and to work to improve, and to tell you more of what the book
is saying and how | am faring in my attempts to read it.

“Although | am the lowest of men and have no knowledge,
the Lord has mercifully bestowed upon me the inspiration to
write transcendental literature about devotional service.
Therefore | offer my obeisances at the lotus feet of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who has
given me the chance to write these books.” (BRS 1.1.2, quoted
in Cc. Antya 1.212)

Cassian: You must by all means strive to get rid of all anxiety
and worldly thoughts, and give yourself over continuously to
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sacred reading until continual meditation fills your mind and
the scriptures fashion you, so to speak, to Their own likeness.

It certainly describes what | would like to achieve. Various
anxieties reach me like waves touching the shore, but I can re-
main aloof from them as far as possible. Don’t imagine that
people are criticizing or attacking you, and don’t fall prey to
the notion that reading is a waste of time. Fight against the fact
that your attention is feeble and your devotion is sometimes
nonexistent. Be careful of the influence of nondevotional liter-
ature, although you sometimes look at it to see how wonderful
writing skill is being made use of, especially by fellow Ameri-
cans. | wish | had such skills to use in Krsna’s service. Most of
all, however, give yourself over to continued sacred reading
until the scriptures fashion you in Their own likeness. Little by
little you’ll find yourself thinking more about the persons in
Caitanya-caritamrta, the reality, the devotion to Lord Cai-
tanya, the central figure, and Lord Caitanya’s absorption in
Radha-Krsna’s pastimes. It’s a worthy endeavor. The monks of
olden times used to make reading scripture their main medita-
tion in a life of simplicity and austerity. One trusts the absolute
world of the scripture and prays to come close to it. You can
enter the Kingdom of God that way— caitanya-lila, krsna-lila,
and not the “/i/fa” of this temporary, unhappy, material world.

Now I’ll start Chapter Two of Antya-lila, “The Chastise-
ment of Junior Haridasa.” His offense was that he spoke inti-
mately with awoman, although he was in the renounced order.
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4 AM.

Somehow the travel plans have become clear. | dont think
I’ll get much worse in the van, so the decision whether or not to
travel is not a medical one but a mental one. I think I will begin
traveling at the beginning of October. That gives me about eigh-
teen or twenty days here to “complete” the Cc. Don’t rush it,
please. Don’t even think you have to read the whole Arttya-lila.
Do stay and read at your desk when you’re not actually forced
away by head pressure.

As for notes to make along the way:

Nrsimhananda Brahmacarl brought Lord Caitanya from
Vrndavana to Bengal by the strength of his meditation. He of-
fered prasadam to the Lord in three dishes, one for Lord Cai-
tanya, one for Lord Jagannatha, and one for Lord Nrsimhadeva,
but Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu ate them all, showing Nrsimha-
nanda Brahmacarl that He was Krsna, Visnu, all.

Yesterday, | had head pain and took rest after lunch, but I for-
got to put Srlla Prabhupada to bed for his nap. I'm sorry. | tried
to tell him something—to please rest anyway even though I did-
n’t wrap his sleeping cadar around him. | hope he will excuse
me. | know he will become distant if I don’t take care of him.

A devotee named Bhagavan Acarya was surrendered to Lord
Caitanya, but he had a brother who had studied Mayavadl phi-
losophy and Bhagavan Acarya saw no harm in that. Svarupa
Damodara reprimanded Bhagavan: “Hearing this kind of com-
mentary breaks the heart and life of a devotee.”
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Then the incident of Chota Haridasa begging rice from
Sikhi Mabhiti’s sister, Madhavldevl. She is described as elderly,
a tapasvim and a parama-vaisnavl.

Lord Caitanya told Govinda not to allow Chota Haridasa to
approach Him anymore. The confidential devotees ofthe Lord
asked Him why. The Lord replied, “I cannot tolerate seeing the
face of a person who has accepted the renounced order of life
but who still talks intimately with awoman.” (Cc. Antya 2.117)

Even though a saintly person vows to control his senses, the
senses are sometimes perturbed by sense objects. The sense ob-
jects—form, sound, smell, taste, and touch—are always attrac-
tive to the senses— eyes, ears, nose, tongue, and skin.

We can become attracted to music, for example. Any sense
attraction can lead to the others. Women are attractive. A re-
nounced person (sannyast) claims by his vows and his saffron
dress that he has no intimate connection with women. If he
cheats on this simple vow, he falls down. No one will appreci-
ate such duplicity.

W hat is “intimate contact” with a woman? He means con-
tact for sense enjoyment. Chota Haridasa’s exchange with
Madhavldevl seemed simple and not illicit, but Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu saw offense in it and wanted to set a strict exam-
ple. He can be like a thunderbolt. ‘1 had better be careful” is the
natural conclusion one has on reading this chapter.

Markata-vairagya, monkey sannyasa. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvatl defines markata as “restless.” Such a sannyaslcan’t be
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steady. Rather, he wanders around gratifying his senses. “There
are eight different kinds of sensual enjoyment with women, in-
cluding talking about them and thinking about them. Thus for
a sannyasi, a person in the renounced order, talking intimately
with women is a great offense.” (Cc. Antya 2.120, purport)

Later, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatl also points out that
Chota Haridasa did not commit a great offense. Lord Caitanya
punished his dear devotee in order to set an example for other
sannyasls not to associate intimately with women. Don’t be
puzzled or misjudge Lord Caitanya as cruel. This pastime is
grave and has to be understood in the right way. Chota Hari-
dasa was chosen to serve the Lord in this way. One could say,
“Why not set the example with someone who was a rascal and
who actually committed the mistake? It would help us to un-
derstand better the Lord’s chastisement. As it is, the pastime is
confusing.” But it is not our place to speculate. The Lord
chooses whom He wants to use to set an example. In this case,
He chose a dear devotee. And because He chose a devotee, the
punishment is that much harder. If even for a slight infraction
this is what happens ...

“After all the devotees saw this example, a mentality of fear
grew among them. Therefore they all stopped talking with
women, even in dreams.” (Cc. Antya 2.144)

“In connection with stri-sambhasana, talking with women,
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatl Thakura says that talking with
women for the purpose of mingling with them for sense gratifi-
cation, subtle or gross, is strictly prohibited.”
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September 11, 1996
Manu’s house, Geaglum

Dear Madhumarigala,

I think you’ll agree with my resolution to leave this conva-
lescent’s room. Manu dasa and others have requested me to
stay for a long time in one place. That stage may come, but it
hasn’t come yet.

Since I’'m not getting stronger or better, other disciples may
ask you, “Why are you taking our spiritual master out in the
van to travel?”

What I’'m hoping we can do is to manage to travel in a
semi-invalid state. That means traveling slowly, taking breaks
each day, and going to places where the devotees understand
my condition so that if necessary, | can cancel all obligations
and simply rest.

There is an advantage to my staying here. | can read and
write, but whenever | feel weak, | can stop working and simply
sit back or lay down in bed in a quiet environment. It would
be folly to go out from here ifwe were going to take on a lot of
chances, stress, and social obligations. | am willing to travel,
and if it doesn’t work out, we can return here or go some-
where else.

On the other hand, we must face risks. | have a tape 1'd like
you to hear where Srila Prabhupada tells devotees that life will
inevitably offer dangers and we must tolerate them and de-
pend on Krsna. It’s inspiring to hear him say it—pulling no
punches about the nature of our stay in this world in this
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body, but assuring us that Krsna is working on our behalf for
our ultimate deliverance.

Yours in the service of Srlla Prabhupada

The only atonement for a sannyasi who again entertains
sense gratification with a woman is to commit suicide at the
confluence of the Yamuna and the Ganges.

“He kindly accepts His faithful devotees and teaches them
how much tribulation and disturbance can be produced by even
a slight deviation from the strict principles of devotional life.”

Chota Haridasa proved his elevated devotion to Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, and ultimately he went back to Godhead.

Those who kill cows and brahminical culture are called ya-
vanas. Lord Caitanya was anxious to deliver the yavanas. He
asked Haridasa how the yavanas could be saved. Srlla Prabhu-
pada states that all followers of Lord Caitanya should be com-
passionate to give Krsna consciousness to the fallen souls. Am I?

How do we do it? The persons who are now practicing Krsna
consciousness were mostly yavanas before taking to Krsna con-
sciousness, so it is as much preaching to help them maintain
their status as it is to preach to outsiders. Neither should we
ourselves “again become a mouse.” This point links us to the
chapter about Chota Haridasa: don’t fall down. Even a little
deviation...

Life is short and we should not sit around. We may think that
there isn’t much we can do; we may not feel capable ofbecoming
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great preachers. We should simply do what we can, and follow
the principles without deviation.

(As 1write this, Madhu is working in the van and a Ger-
man-born devotee is next door putting up shelves in the room.
The housewives are taking care of their children.)

Hare Krsna. It starts with the chanting, as we will hear from
the words of Haridasa Thakura. You need to chant as effec-
tively as possible. Then you can tell others the glories of the
holy names. Tell them what you experience. Then it will not
be hypocrisy.

O Lord, O energy of the Lord, | chant Hare Krsna day and
night. Now I have a candle to light the way through my early
morning japa, when | do eleven rounds. Please Lord, let me be
serving You then.

Damodara Pandita was simple but impudent in daring to
advise the Lord to behave more strictly as a sannyasi. The Lord
sent him to live with Mother Sacl and the devotees in Navad-
vipa. It is a great privilege to live close to the Lord. If you are
not fit you may be sent away. The pure devotee goes on serv-
ing Him wherever he may be.

Today is blowy and that makes it difficult to row across the
lake to the island. | have agreed to see devotees here on Satur-
day. They will come to this room. I will choose some section
from Cc. about which to speak. | could choose something that
seems applicable to them, or I could choose an exalted pastime
even if we cannot immediately turn it into a lesson for the

72 Cc. Asraya



average struggler. | don’t want to lecture on Chota Haridasa.
It’s too tricky to apply to an audience, fifty percent of whom
are women and none of whom are sannyasls. | might like to
talk about Rupa Gosvaml’s reading his dramas to Svarupa
Damodara and Ramananda Raya in the company of Lord Cai-
tanya, but that may be too esoteric. No, I think I'll read it
anyway because it reveals the wonderful relationships between
the devotees.

That section’s practical application would be to repeat what
Srila Prabhupada writes at the end of the Madhya-lila: unless
we read, we will fall down. We need the sastra as much as we
need to eat food grains. |1 don’t want to harass the devotees
about reading, but I’ll open with that and then speak some
katha. We’ll also talk about chanting Hare Krsna because
Haridasa Thakura expounds the glories ofthe holy name in this
chapter. There are many lessons to be found in the Caitanya-
caritamrta. A big lesson: don’t blaspheme devotees who are try-
ing their best to spread the cult of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
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SEPTEMBER 12, 1996

Srlla Haridasa Thakura was chanting 300,000 names daily
while sitting before the tulasi plant. Srlla Prabhupada “re-
quests] the members of the Hare Krsna movement to follow
Haridasa Thakura’s example rigidly.” One may think Srlla Pra-
bhupada is recommending only a token following of Haridasa
Thakura when he says that we shouldn’t try for the same high
quota ofrounds but that we chant our sixteen rounds daily and
offer respects to Tulasl-devl. Srila Prabhupada is an acarya and
knows what is best for us. Most of us prefer the easy, low quota,
but we shouldn’t lose the spirit of chanting with devotion and
rigidly keeping the quota. We should also know that the more
we accept this spirit, the more we will like to chant, even if we
cannot imitate the mukta-purusa.

Again last night | forgot to wrap Prabhupada in his sleeping
cadar. He was comfortably warm during the night, even without
my care, but 1 was negligent. As soon as | got up and realized my
neglect, | offered him both his cadarand his dictaphone.

When Prabhupada mentions ISKCON’senemies in the Cc.,
he often relates them to those who are envious of his own work
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of spreading the Hare Trsna movement (he wrote these pur-
ports in the 1970s). W> should honor his work and be faithful.
We should see ISKCON—despite its apparent faults—as the
fulfillment of Lord Caitanya’s prediction that the holy name be
spread to every town and village. Nothing is pure in the begin-
ning. Bhaktivinoda Thakura states, “From imperfection, pu-
rity will come about.”

Haridasa told the prostitute to wait while he completed
chanting his quota ofrounds. He could have left the place, but
he wanted to save her, so he exposed her to his chanting.
“Please sit down and hear the chanting of the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra . .. Then your desire will surely be fulfilled.”

The difficult pastime of Haridasa being beaten by the Mus-
lims in twenty-two marketplaces is not told in Cc. but in the
Caitanya-bhagavata. Haridasa went through many tests but
continued to chant Hare Krsna and to be protected by Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

In one sense, we can say that it was his vow of numerical
strength that protected him. We’re also protected by our vow
every day, and by keeping it strictly, maya will not be able to
attack us.

If we cannot suddenly respond to Krsna’s request to sur-
render to Him, then we should take to chanting the holy
names. “In our Krsna consciousness movement we are teach-
ing our followers to chant the Hare Krsna mantra continuously
on beads. Even those who are not accustomed to this practice
are advised to chant at least sixteen rounds on their beads so
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that they may be trained. Otherwise, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
recommended: trnad api sutifcena . . . Sada means ‘always.’
Haridasa Thakura says nirantara nama lao: ‘Chant the Hare
Krsna mantra without stopping.”™ (Cc. Antya 3.137, purport)

The contemplative makes himself silent in order to under-
stand God, and the more he is this silence, the more he re-
ceives God. He wholly makes himselfa total receptivity, an ear
strained for the word.

This method of straining for the word in total silence seems
too strenuous for my reading program. I’m not that austere or
single-minded. I’'m content to at least read along throughout
the day and to pleasantly get through the book while taking a
few notes. At least | realize that the monk’s reading was a more
intense endeavor to hear God speaking through scripture. I’'m
not opposed to that idea on principle. Rather, I'm attracted to
meeting Krsna through Srimad-Bhagavatam and Caitanya-
caritamrta. Still, my capacities are limited by attention that is
neither prolonged nor deep. May Lord Caitanya sprinkle His
mercy upon me as | go on reading even though imperfectly,
sporadically, and casually, and may | sometimes remember this
deeper mood and silently call to Krsna within: “My dear Lord,
I’'m exposing myselfto You directly by reading the scriptures.
Please come to me in this form. Please let me hear You through
the sound vibration of the holy book.”

“This Bhagavata Purana is as brilliant as the sun, and it has
arisen just after the departure of Lord Krsna to His own abode,
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accompanied by religion, knowledge, etc. Persons who have
lost their vision due to the dense darkness of ignorance in the
age of Kali shall get light from this Purana.”

Srlla Prabhupada states that Krsna’s devotees “go to great
pains to engage the possessions of prostitutes, or persons who
are more or less like prostitutes, in the service ofthe Lord and
thus free them from sinful reactions. ... A pure Vaisnava
thinks himself unfit to help free even one person from the re-
actions of sinful life, but he engages one’s hard-earned money
in the service of the Lord and thus frees one from sinful reac-
tions.” (Cc. Antya 3.139, purport)

| used to quote this purport at meetings of our sankirtana
parties to those who were selling paintings on behalf of Glta-
nagarl. There was imperfection in those days. We pushed the
devotees too hard and denied them the full morning spiritual
practices. Those were passionate times. The general principle,
however, is that taking people’s money and using it for Krsna
is actually a way to free them from sinful reactions. It’s obvi-
ous, then, that it’s important that we spend the money on
Krsna consciousness and that it not be used by the devotees for
their own sense gratification. “Misspending” also includes
mismanaging the funds, being negligent with money or prop-
erties, or simply building Krsna conscious projects in a foolish
way. This purport doesn’t give the impression that we should
stay away from money or that we should not be interested in
taking contributions from nondevotees. If we spend the
money properly in Krsna consciousness, then we are actually
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working to purify others. In fact, the purport states that the
Vaisnava guru does not think that he can personally free oth-
ers from their karma, but when he takes their money, then they
become purified. In the case of the prostitute who came to
Haridasa, her giving money was incidental. The main thing
was that she became a pure devotee by hearing the holy names
from a pure Vaisnava.

4 A M.

“A spiritual master is recognized as an actual guru when it
is seen that he has changed the character of his disciples.” (Cc.
Antya 3.143, purport)

Ramacandra Khan got his comeuppance for his offense to
the Vaisnavas. | am a little too tired to read it right now. In-
stead, | have been looking at some writing | did myselfin a lit-
tle book called Faithful Transcriber. I’ll spend some time with
that, then turn back to Cc.

It might be nice if my October travels had some structure to
them, a theme to help the writing. 1 don’t want to make one up
ifit’s not true to life, though. I would prefer to write what | am
able about the adventure ofdriving the van to Italy. Madhu put
in a seat for me in the back, but it’s not so comfortable while
we’re moving. Also, the bunk istoo short to stretch out on with
awet rag on my forehead, but when | lay on my side to sleep, |
can bend my legs a little and it’s okay.

For now, | have two weeks left of September, during which
there are the usual holidays. | plan to stay here in this room

78 Cc. Asraya



almost all the time on the plea of convalescence. lwon't even go
to the temple. | have a picture of Radha-Govinda on my desk.

Everything is an excuse. | am not really writing or living or
worshiping or preaching. | am trying to get through life with
my excuses about why | don’t have to do the real thing. Do |
think providence will allow me to get away with that? None of
us can escape reality for long. Sooner or later we all have to pay
our dues. If we try to avoid actual life, then we will taste the
substitute but cheat ourselves in the end. I’'m telling you. Imag-
ine. He chanted only an outer covering of the holy name, not
the real thing. He got the husk after the paddy was removed
and was satisfied. He didn’t want a needle in the arm, so he
took a shot of gin instead (and even that, only in dreams). In
daydreams he listened to music that led him away from the Kir-
tana of Caitanya-caritamrta, saying, “This is also Krsna con-
scious music, what this man plays on his horn.”

It’s all right, you have your IRL sticker, your license plate,
your tax sticker, your insurance—the works. Madhu seems to
be in good enough health and it’salmost time to leave.

Terrible things happened to the blasphemer of the devotees.
Haridasa Thakura was not malicious. He told the prostitute to
stay in the room and to always chant. She followed his instruc-
tions and ate only the alms she was offered. She was austere.
People honored her. It doesn’t matter what you were before
you became a devotee. People should care more for the symp-
toms of devotion than what we were in the past.
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(There are many good books but we have to discipline our-
selves, “A definite stripping.”) The work of a monk is not to
know a great deal about things, but to take the time to assimi-
late and thus to live in all those texts which speak to him more
in the heart.

This is similar to Lord Caitanya’s instruction to Sanatana
Gosvaml not to read many books only to gain a reputation as a
lecturer. It’s better to become expert in a few books and to read
them thoroughly than to have only a surface knowledge of
many books. Because of my service, | read poetry and writing
books along with sastra, but I try to keep itto a minimum. Oth-
erwise, it can contaminate my reading of Cc. I’ll read some junk
written by an asura, then turn to Cc. and even unconsciously
judge that the Cc. is one kind of writing and the other guy is
writing another. Cc. isnot something about which we can make
relative judgments. Therefore, a monk should not think he has
to know a great deal about things. Henry James, and | think
Hemingway, say just the opposite about a writer. According to
them, a writer is supposed to know as many things as possible.
Then when he writes about the style of a hat or the technicali-
ties ofa bull fight or whatever else, he will know what he is talk-
ing about and be able to be convincing. Amonk doesn’t require
to know many things about the world; he doesn’t even need to
know many things about Krsna- All he needs to know is that
Krsna is Syamasundara, the son of Nanda, and a few other
things. All he has to do is to keep reading and taking in what-
ever he can, even when he is not sure the book speaks to his
heart. It does. He reads on that faith.
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The first hint of offenseless chanting is like the first light of
dawn. As the first light dissipates fear of thieves, ghosts, and
demons, so namabhasa drives away the reactions to sinful life.

The description of Haridasa Thakura’s humble speech to
Advaita Acarya illustrates Prabhupada’s attitude toward his
Western disciples. Haridasa Thakura was afraid that Advaita
Acarya might become implicated for associating with a low-
born person. Although Haridasa was generally regarded as a
great Vaisnava, the brahmanas criticized him. Srila Prabhu-
pada says we have to follow in the footsteps of Advaita Acarya
and not care for people like Ramacandra Khan. “At present,
many Vaisnavas are coming to our Krsna consciousness move-
ment from among the Europeans and Americans ... Although
they are not as exalted as Haridasa Thakura, such Americans
and Europeans, having accepted the principles of Vaisnava
philosophy and behavior, should never be excluded from Vais-
nava society.” (Cc. Antya 3.220, purport)

We get the feeling that no one among the Indian Gaudlya
Vaisnavas was able to open their hearts as fully as Prabhupada
did to live with and fully accept the Western-born devotees. In
fact, Prabhupada almost abandoned Hindi and other Indian
association. He spoke in English, even when he was in India.
He rarely deferred to his Hindi-speaking audiences. He was
preaching worldwide, and out of love for his disciples from
various countries who were pushing on Krsna consciousness
under his instructions, he spoke to facilitate their understand-
ing. He saw them as agents of Lord Caitanya, and as their
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master he reprimanded them and pointed out their faults, but he
never excluded them from Vaisnava society, especially the most
important society— his own personal audience and intimacy.

As far as | have observed, those of Prabhupada’s Godbroth-
ers who have accepted Western followers do so within the con-
text of the Indian milieu. They stay within the Gaudiya Math,
which is predominately Indian, but make room for Westerners.
Srila Prabhupada turned that around completely, despite the
fact that he was criticized. Whenever he got the chance, Pra-
bhupada gave evidence from Caitanya-caritamrta and other
scriptures that what he was doing was not concocted but was
the way of great acaryas such as Advaita Acarya, Narada Muni,
and others.

NOON

When Mayadevl came to Haridasa Thakura’s cave to lure
him, she found him immovable “for he was deeply deter-
mined.” Mayadevl was no ordinary prostitute, and she exhib-
ited various feminine postures that could bewilder the mind of
Lord Brahma. Haridasa Thakura was so absorbed in thoughts
of Krsna and the holy names of Krsna that “the feminine poses
the woman exhibited were just like crying in the forest.” (Cc.
Antya 3.246)

Mayadevl begged Haridasa Thakura to give her the holy
name of Krsna.
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In the mail, a Sheaffer pen from Daruka and Caranaravinda
inscribed with the words, “Memories, SDG, Wicklow 1996.”
They are concerned for my health and invite me to come and
stay there. They’ll be surprised when they hear we’ve decided to
travel. | could stay here longer— 1 have a good excuse in the
daily headaches—but the headaches don’t get better here any-
way. Maybe ifwe travel gently (is it possible?) itwon’t get worse
and I’ll be able to fulfill travel duties, see disciples—and what?

Am | bored staying in one place? Oh, | don’t know. I just
don’t see the point in staying here if I’'m not getting better.

Strange day. Have to admit | don’t have much interest in
anything—not in reading Cc., not in writing this (or something
else). I'think of our decision to travel to Italy and find that right
now, | don’t have much interest in that place. Not interested in
staying here either. Madhu was called to the telephone and he
has been gone a long while. What if there is some terrible news
impending? What if | were suddenly extradited from Europe
and had to appear in America as a culprit? Or any crazy thing?
I’d snap out ofthis lassitude of “I’m not interested in anything.”

Maybe the lassitude comes from too much leisure. Earlier in
the summer | used my time well by pounding out many pages.

Bonhoeffer writes about scriptural reading:

How can we bring any real help to a brother in distress or in trial
if it is not with the word of God? We quickly exhaust our own
words. He who can speak by dipping into the treasury and con-
solations of the scriptures, such a man can drive out demons by
the power of God’s word and bring real help to his brothers.
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This is certainly true. Of course, the brother has to do more
than just cite passages from Bhagavad-gita. | know one brother
who just rattles them off for various occasions. If you have to
tolerate something, then he quotes matra-sparsas tu kaunteya.
In another situation, he quotes something else. A living, walking
index. But Bonhoeffer’s point is true. Ifyou just speak on your
own and say, “You should be a man, you should be yourself, just
swing with it, etc.” then that’s not enough. We need something
guided by sastra, but from a person who is realized in it.

Practical, spiritual guidance is a great gift if someone can
give it. I know it is my duty to advise younger devotees. There-
fore, | try to base the guidance on sastra. Especially when |
meet with devotees in a group, | can’t get away with saying only
how I feel. | have to give some relevant scriptures. That’s one
reason why it’s good for me to read.

But Idon’tknow... I've read these books quite a few times
already. I dont know how much more | gain by reading once
again about Sanatana Gosvaml’s visit to Lord Caitanya and
what the Lord said about the body, and so on. The information
is vital: Lord Caitanya asserts that we can’t reach Krsna by
committing suicide; Krsna can only be reached by devotional
service. That information would be lifesaving if given to a
brother who is considering suicide or even just despondent.
The problem is that | know it. That sounds smug, doesnt it? |
already know it.

I don’t know anything even when | think I do, but do | gain
anything by yet another reading of it? Does it add yet another
layer? Is there any value to being able to say, “I read it again”?
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“Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu told Sanatana Gosvaml, ‘Give
up all your nonsensical desires, for they are unfavorable for
getting shelter at the lotus feet of Krsna. Engage yourself in
chanting and hearing. Then you will soon achieve the shelter of
Krsna without a doubt.” (Cc. Atitya 4.65)

Only by devotional service. Sanatana fell at the Lord’s feet
and asked, “IfYou keep me alive, what will be the profit?” Lord
Caitanya responded, “l have to do all this work through your
body . .. ” Later, Haridasa congratulated Sanatana and said
that he himselfwas worthless. Sanatana then encouraged Hari-
dasa by reminding him that the Lord had incarnated to spread
the holy names, and that He was doing so through Haridasa.

Krsna works through His devotees. In ISKCON, Prabhu-
pada also works through his devotees.

Sanatana’s chapter

is being read by me in

my head

and heart a bit— I walked on wooded path sorry that | have
no love or great desire in the spiritual realm. Calling out hurt
mantras and thinking that this too is good.
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SEPTEMBER 13, 1996

Sanatana Gosvaml honored the Vaisnava etiquette that the
pujaris of the Deity should not be touched by unclean persons
(such as himself). It was with this in mind that he walked bare-
foot across the hot beach instead of on the main road. Such
humility made him eligible to receive Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhu’s mercy and to write Vaisnava books.

I’ve been thinking it might be nice to go over to the island to
see Radha-Govinda, perhaps in the afternoons. | have my Pra-
bhupada murti in this room, but | have a special opportunity to
go over and see Radha-Govinda. They may help me overcome
my indifference and make my purpose while traveling clear to
me. I’ll ask the devotees to row me over to the island when the
weather is not so bad and the water not too choppy.

The desire for reading ought to lead us to the desire for God
Himself.

Yes, and He is available in the pages of Cc. They are one and
the same, Krsna and the revealed scripture. Hear krsna-katha
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and desire to be with Him, to serve Him, as did Sanatana Go-
svaml, Haridasa Thakura, Jagadananda, and the many devo-
tees who were sometimes with Lord Caitanya in Jagannatha
Purl. I can be with Krsna in my heart, in His name, in the arca-
vigraha, in service to Him performed even while in a distant
place, in hearing and serving the order of the spiritual master.
All this | gain from reading sastra. Reading is not an ordinary
act. When | read with the wrong intent or mood, it leaves me
feeling disinterested. Krsna is a treasury of bliss. Why don’t we
feel it while we read?

The words ‘prabhu-datta desa" are mentioned in Antya
4.144. Sanatana Gosvaml’s prabhu-datta-desa was Vrndavana.
In ISKCON, devotees serve Prabhupada in many Western
countries. For them, Hungary, New York City, or Japan is as
good as Vrndavana because they are able to serve Krsna and
guru there. In his purport, Prabhupada refers to going to many
places all over the world. For a sannyasi, he may be obligated to
preach in many places, not just on one farm or in one city or
even one country.

I sometimes think my ‘desa" is the writing notepad or
wherever | can write books. In that sense, prabhu-datta desa is
as much a mental climate as a physical one. | have to qualify for
my service, as Sanatana Gosvaml became qualified when he
honored the pujaris and walked the hot beach. Right action,
humble action, will allow me to write better and to appreciate
the sastra more.

“Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu wanted to spread the bhakti cult
all over the world . . . Therefore devotees in the line of Krsna
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consciousness must go to different parts ofthe world and preach,
as ordered by the spiritual master.” (Cc. Antya 4.144, purport)
This indicates travel, a traveling writer.

A devotee uses his body for the Lord’s happiness, whereas a
karmlthinks his body is an instrument for material enjoyment.
That’sthe difference between material and spiritual bodies. The
topmost devotee doesn’t think of his body as spiritual. Rather,
he feels fallen. He doesn’t like to accept worship from others.

O Krsna, please educate me in all these matters of Vaisnava
thought, sentiment, and behavior. 1am a foolish fellow, nursing
his material wounds. Please let me write books fitting for a
devotee and beneficial to others.

“A Vaisnava should be indifferent to material enjoyment
and renunciation and should always hanker for the spiritual life
ofrendering service to the Lord.” (Cc. Antya 4.179, purport)

Lord Caitanya said He felt like an affectionate father to His
dear devotees and saw no offense in their behavior. Therefore,
He embraced Sanatana without being repulsed by his oozing
sores. The Lord then tried to convince Haridasa Thakura and
Sanatana Gosvaml that the body of a devotee dedicated to de-
votional service should never be conceived as material.

4 AM.

When dormant spiritual consciousness awakens, we may say
the devotee has a spiritual (or spiritualized) body even while
living in this world. We mean that he is serving in his spiritual
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identity. We don’t have to sprout two extra arms or three more
heads to prove our devotion. Therefore, The Nectar ofInstruc-
tion counts thinking that a pure devotee’s body is material as
Vaisnava aparadha.

After Sanatana Gosvaml left Jagannatha Purl, he traveled to
Vrndavana, passing through the same paths and places where
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu had walked. This is a good hint for a
visit to Jagannatha Purl. “A devotee should make a point of
visiting all the places where Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu per-
formed His pastimes. Indeed, pure devotees of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu even want to see the places He simply visited only
for hours or minutes.” (Cc. Antya 4.211, purport)

To educate someone to lectio, to meditation, is to educate him
to a struggle.

I concur. It’s a struggle, especially in the early morning
when | have been up for over four hours, chanted twelve
rounds, and have sat down to read. I'm sleepy at that time. |
did relish the discussions between Lord Caitanya and Sana-
tana. The Lord taught Sanatana that a devotee has a spiritual
body. He miraculously cured Sanatana’s body, and Haridasa
Thakura said, “This is Your pastime. My dear Lord, You made
Sanatana Gosvaml drink the water of Jharikhanda, and You
actually generated the consequent itching sores on his body.
After thus causing these itching sores, You examined Sanatana
Gosvaml. No one can understand Your transcendental pas-
times.” (Cc. Antya 4.202-205) Those two great devotees then
talked of Lord Caitanya. Sanatana stayed in Purl for a year.
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I’'m reading it, taking it in. What does it mean? It must be
real. That’s what | want. To see the scripture as real. The lectio
remark that reading is a struggle is a real remark.

It’s not that we are escorted onto a red carpet that floats up
into the clouds, or we open the book and by magic we are with
Krsna and Lord Caitanya partaking in Their pastimes. No, we
have to struggle past doubts, past sleepiness, past pain and
Western prejudice and all kinds of obstacles.

I welcome the acknowledgment of the struggle. Maybe
every step of the way will be a struggle. Still, there are a few
boosts along the way and we’re glad enough for them. Uphill
and downhill we walk and read, read and gain, gain the nectar,
get pricked by the thistles, the thorn in the rose, the bitter nim
we need to drink. Sanatana walked on the hot beach and
burned his soles, but he didn’t feel the pain. | feel every pinch
because I’'m materially attached. | remember walking on the
beach at Purl wearing new rubber thongs. They cut my feet
and | couldn’t bear it. When some goon yelled out mockingly
from the Vijaya Hotel, “Hare Krsna,” | was disturbed. Foolish
things disturb me. I'm a bundle of nerves and disturbances.

Reading is a relatively peaceful activity, but we cannot so
easily get at the nectar because Krsna guards the secret. There-
fore, we have to struggle.

The Lord tested His dear devotees and they passed. Imagine
being tested and failing. Even then you gain, but it’s still better
to pass. Pray to Krsna, “Keep me going, please, Lord. We in-
tend to always remain Your servants, sometimes reading the
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holy books, sometimes lecturing, sometimes traveling in the
van, sometimes finding new ways to write the scriptural
truths.” Read and hear, chant and hear. Hare Krsna.

As the feeling of hunger is the sign of a healthy body, so a live
desire to hear the holy word is the surest mark ofasoul’s good
health.

Yes, that hunger is also mentioned in the verse by Rama-
nanda Raya. You need hunger in order for food to become
meaningful. When you are hungry, you must eat or die. A live
desire. | have it although it gets interrupted. Still, I am punch-
ing with desire to combat obstacles, such as finding fault with
the pure devotee who is speaking or having my desire over-
come by the sands of sloth. We overcome obstacles by being
determined to continue. We go back to it again and again.

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, moving to a new chapter. The day
is already growing old. Soon it will be time for our yoga exer-
cises, then time to try to write a poem by squeezing itout of my
life (another struggle). I have a live hunger for the Bhagavatam.
I’ll continue with it because Krsna is blessing me, canvassing all
of us, “Come on, think of Me. Be My lover, bow down to Me,
and come to Me.” Yes, Krsna is calling me. | will answer the
call. The sound of the flute is still faint, but | do hear something
and I'm heading in that direction. Hare Krsna. I admit | strug-
gle; although the process is easy, we foolishly resist.

I read to Madhu from an earlier passage in this Cc. Asraya
about laying awake one night and coming to the conclusion
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that I want to enter an indefinite period of convalescence. The
inner inspiration for that, aside from the physical illness, was
that I could go deep into the sastras and write my notes. Now
that indefinite period has been redefined and shortened, and
there are only two weeks left to it.

Today Madhu said that maybe the vision | had of going
deep in the sastras as the most valuable thing | could possibly
do, more valuable than travel in Europe or India, more valu-
able than delivering many lectures, and so on—maybe that isa
glimpse of a stage that | will reach but haven’t yet attained. |
thought his remark was perceptive. | could stay here indefi-
nitely, but | seem to lack the patience and inspiration for it. |
don’t think I can dare to say that Krsna is telling me | don’t
have to remain active a little longer, but certainly Krsna wants
me to do whatever is best for my Krsna consciousness. I’'m try-
ing to figure out what that is.

I’'m certainly gaining from this period, briefas it is, reading
Cc. I think it will help me to build up a taste for doing it wher-
ever | go. Maybe it’s a first installment of something I’ll want
to take up again before too long. Having said this, I still have
the inspiration to physically travel not only to Europe, but to
India for a special rendezvous in Jagannatha Purl. | pray that
wherever | go, 1 don’t lose touch with Prabhupada’s books.

I’m reading Arttya-lila, Chapter 5, “How Pradyumna Misra
Received Instructions from Ramananda Raya.” There’s sub-
lime information in this chapter, and | was able to read some
of it with attention. A brahmana named Pradyumna Mis'ra
went to Lord Caitanya and asked to hear krsna-katha. Lord
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Caitanya sent him to Ramananda Raya. One line | particularly
liked was when they finally got to meet and Ramananda Raya
asked him what kind of krsna-katha he wanted to hear. Pra-
dyumna Mis'ra replied, “Kindly tell me about the same topics
you spoke about at Vidyanagara.” | thought it was brilliant and
daring of Pradyumna Misra to ask to hear the same things that
Ramananda Raya discussed with Lord Caitanya at Vidyanagara.

I also noticed, as if for the first time, that Ramananda Raya
was acting in his body as a maidservant of the gopis (dasi-
bhava) when he personally instructed the beautiful young girls
in how to act in his drama for Lord Jagannatha. Although the
purport gives a full warning that no one can imitate this, it’s
equally an assertion of that stage of perfection where one can
meditate purely on his siddha-svarupa. The degree to which
Ramananda Raya attained this stage of perfection, however, is
only attainable by him. Although he was in the material world,
he did not think as a male. Rather, he was absorbed in the con-
ception of himselfas an assistant of the gopis.

When Pradyumna Misra inquired from Lord Caitanya
about Ramananda Raya, Lord Caitanya quoted important
verses about how hearing about the rasadance will remove lust
from a person’s heart. Prabhupada underlines that such hear-
ing has to be done with great faith.

This section is yet another example of how we can be satis-
fied by reading Prabhupada’sbooks. All the nectar is there—as
much as we can expect to take—along with the warnings.

Ramananda Raya drowned Pradyumna Misra in krsna-
katha. The two ofthem didn’t even notice that a whole day had
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passed until the servant came in and said, “The day has already
ended.” That evening Pradyumna Misrawent to Lord Caitanya
and expressed his great happiness at having heard about Krsna
from Ramananda Raya. He said, “Ramananda Raya is not an
ordinary human being.” Ramananda Raya had told Pra-
dyumna Misra that whatever he had spoken was not coming
from himself but from the higher intelligence of Lord Cai-
tanya. To this Lord Caitanya remarked, “This is a natural char-
acteristic of those advanced in devotional service. They do not
personally speak oftheir own good qualities.” (Cc. Antya 5.78)

NOON

Books such as Caitanya-caritamrta teach one hundred per-
cent surrender to Krsna. Srlla Prabhupada lectures on that
standard also. This is one ofthe main distinguishing features of
the Krsna consciousness movement, aside from the specifics of
Krsna worship, Vrndavana-llla, and so on. The devotees are
trained in an uncompromising philosophy. Even the basics of
the four rules and sixteen rounds are extraordinary as prelimi-
nary initiation vows for all devotees. Many religious systems
allow for many more compromises and even teach compro-
mise as part of their theology.

This sometimes creates an actual gap between what the
members of ISKCON are able to do and what they preach as
their standard. This can lead to hypocrisy. Nevertheless, the
standard is clear, despite failures and hypocrisy. It’s sometimes
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hard to bear and hard to hear: one should not allow any plea-
sure for his own gratification but should live simply for Krsna’s
pleasure. Yet we are taught that love of God is easy and that it
can be achieved just by singing, dancing, and taking prasa-
dam—ifdone in the right attitude.

3:30 P.M.

Seems like I’'m always/ often

going to get sick during the day,

head fog and that’s the end of

physical clarity, strength.

Then I can’t write but only think about it for the next time
when I'm clear.

Sing of the fog—it’s like a vise closing slowly. The pill re-
laxes it. How many am | up to per day?

| read with at least a liking

and like to tell you about

the ecstasy of great devotees—
Ramananda Raya and Pradyumna Misra—
conversing about Krsna all day long.
They didn’t even notice that the day
had passed

whereas | would have noticed

after one hour

the fog, the vise in the head,

or glanced at my wristwatch,

“How long is this going to go on?”
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Krsna-katha in small bits

and segments surrounded by
rest in bed,

restless to go outside the house
but can’t say to others what’s
on my mind—

I’d like to be strong

to love Krsna and sastras.

I read in small segments not only because of physical weak-
ness but because | lack bhava, hunger. Acknowledged. | move
on and return. Cc. journey by one who ain’t so great. Tomor-
row, we’ll schedule a gathering at which | will read and com-
ment to them from Madhya-lilas “How All the Residents of
Varanasi Became Vaisnavas”"—how Lord Caitanya praises the
Bhagavatam. I'll also tell them to read regularly. I'll say, “l do.”

ALMOST 6 P. M.

Srlla Svarupa Damodara really reprimanded the brahmana
poet from Bengal. Called him condemned, bound for hell, etc.
He had written a drama with the opening verse declaring that
Lord Jagannatha was made of wood and that Lord Caitanya
was an ordinary living being. It makes me aware that writing
Krsna conscious literature is a heavy responsibility. In my case,
I make mistakes and admit it. It’s part of my imperfection. |
hope | have been sufficiently trained by Prabhupada, however,
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not to make a mistake in siddhanta when I’'m trying to present
the perfect philosophy.

Seeing that the Bengali poet had become speechless, Sva-
rupa Damodara kindly gave him some good advice. He told
him to study the Bhagavatam with expert devotees and to as-
sociate regularly with Lord Caitanya’s followers.

This afternoon at 4 p.m., Syamananda rowed me across the
perfectly calm lake to Inis Rath. | went to see Radha-Govinda.
My first impression of Them was a spontaneous attraction to
Their beauty—the gorgeous dress, Srimatl Radharanl’s lovely
features, Krsna’s supreme maleness. | was happy to be in the
newly constructed temple room with the pinewood floors
made by Aniruddha dasa and everything neat and clean. | had
intended to sit there and write, but the pujari was playing a
Prabhupada lecture. After staying in the temple for awhile, |
visited some other places, did a parikrama of the island, and
then came back over here. Perhaps I’ll do this on a daily basis,
visit Radha-Govinda and pray to Them to guide me.
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SEPTEMBER 14, 1996

Can’t stop the flow of days. Reading again of Raghunatha
dasa. | like to picture him in my mind as real. He’s as real as
those persons | knew in my life, my Uncle Jimmy and the oth-
ers. They were so ordinary and materialistic. | never knew any-
one like Raghunatha. Since | met Prabhupada, of course ...

I like to hear of this young man who left his worldly opu-
lence (as great as Indra’s) to join Lord Caitanya. He had to run
away. Got the mercy of Lord Nityananda, and that enabled
him to escape. Apply this in my life? | can’t imitate, but | can
offer prayers to him, the Raghunatha of Svarupa Damodara.

I am just a tiny fellow of diminishing days. Getting ready to
go out and live in the van again. Spending time turning the
pages of Cc., but perhaps not reaching the essence. Going
slower might help, but I know the story of Raghunatha well
and am too restless to spend a long time on each verse.

The great chipped rice festival was held outdoors as a picnic.
Raghunatha bore the expense and fed Lord Nityananda and

His many companions. Hundreds of brahmanas attended and
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each was given two pots containing chipped rice, milk, yogurt,
bananas, and condensed milk. Lord Caitanya came, unseen to
most, and took part in the festival along with Lord Nityananda.
Later that night, Lord Nityananda and Lord Caitanya attended
another feast at the home of Raghava Pandita.

Raghunatha was able to see Lord Caitanya. The Lord’s pres-
ence assured him that he would attain His mercy and be able
to leave his home to join Lord Caitanya in Jagannatha Puri. |
suppose there’s no point in scratching out another little re-
sume of these events. My reader knows them well. Pray to ap-
preciate them. There’s no need to hear of other saints and
sampradayas outside of Gaudlya Vaisnavism. We may appreci-
ate others from a respectful distance, but our heart is with Lord
Caitanya and Lord Nityananda. Pray to be delivered from at-
tachments and become fortunate devotees, free to serve Lord
Caitanya’s lotus feet.

Read it and see it in your mind’s eye, like a film. More than
a film, it’s eternal lila going on. | have to overcome this idea of
already knowing these pastimes. The repeated attempts and
hearings are not futile. Gradually it becomes more real to us.
While describing how Lord Caitanya came to take part in the
festival in Bengal, Krsnadasa Kaviraja writes, “The Supreme
Personality of Godhead always resides either in the heart or in
the home of a devotee. This fact is sometimes hidden and
sometimes manifest, for the Supreme Personality of Godhead
is fully independent. The Supreme Personality of Godhead is
all-pervasive, and therefore He resides everywhere. Anyone
who doubts this will be annihilated.” (Cc. Antya 6.124-125)
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When I read this this morning, | balked a little at the word
“annihilated,” but it’s true. We’ll be thrust into the ocean of
birth and death if we don’t have faith in the pastimes. There-
fore, listen and try to visualize how Lord Caitanya came there
in a form unseen to many, how He and Lord Nityananda
walked together and took a morsel from each person’s pot.
Lord Caitanya put a piece ofrice in Lord Nityananda’s mouth
and made Him eat, and Lord Nityananda put a piece ofrice in
Lord Caitanya’s mouth. They danced at Raghava Pandita’s
house to “Hare Krsna Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna Hare Hare/
Hare Rama Hare Rama, Rama Rama Hare Hare.”

4 P.M.

Reading is not sufficient in itself. Our reading should be done
prayerfully.

I think the main prayer is the request to Krsna and the
higher authorities that we can read the scriptures with devo-
tion. We can say, “Read prayerfully,” but how do we do it? We
can only pray if we have the blessings to pray from Krsna and
guru. Therefore, we pray for prayerful reading.

What about the verses | read earlier this morning? 1 read
quite a few of them, the whole story of the Pamhatl chipped
rice festival. Was it prayerful reading? I think prayerful reading
means always asking for a better understanding and not being
complacent as we breeze through. We should ask Krsna to help
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us appreciate the immeasurable value of the scripture. We’re
passing through it by reading and we know we’re not going to
be able to give it full justice, but we can ask for something. | was
reading a scholar’s introduction to a book of poetry. He was
urging us to take care and not try to skip through the poems.
“Although a certain surface sensuality gives itselfeasily enough,
it is impossible to read M.’s work quickly at depth. Time must
be taken to envision what is indicated, to link visions with the
poet. Reading his words without making an effort to engage
their visual and visceral potential isan exercise in page turning;
a postcard in place of a sunset.”

If this is true of an ordinary, non-sastric poet, then how
much more true it isofa divinely composed work such as Cai-
tanya-caritamrta. | did try to visualize some of the scenes—
Raghunatha running away from home and stopping at night in
a cowshed, for example. As for gut reaction, | am left only to
confess my shortcomings. I wish I could enter amore profound
and intense state.

Reading is similar to japa. We are asked to take time out
from the mechanical production of mantras, or in reading, the
sight and brain work that we refer to as “reading.” Take time to
remember the spiritual and personal essence ofthis service you
do for Krsna and your spiritual master.

Oh, I am telling you, we are lucky to be in Krsna conscious-
ness. That’s what Lord Caitanya told Raghunatha. He said that
we should always be grateful to Krsna that He lifted us out of
the pit of material life. The material world is compared to a pit
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into which people pass stool. We have escaped by Krsna’s
grace. In our case, we weren't lifted out of opulence as Raghu-
natha was. We were starving and dying on the Lower East Side,
illusioned by taking drugs, overcome by vanity, and with no
clear idea of God. We were saved.

Krsna is kind to have given us a place in the service ofa mas-
ter. One of the services, pleasures, and means ofenlightenment
He offers us is to read the books. The books say the “same
thing,” but we can meditate even on one line—think and feel
it. Reading is not enough; it should be done prayerfully.

Anything less than daily reading is likely to lead to spiritual
malnutrition.

Keep that in mind when you’re not in a period of full-time
reading. Even fifteen minutes a day is a lot better than no reg-
ulation at all. For me, I’'m such a reader that if | don’t read
sastra, I’ll be reading something else, and that will lead me
astray. Keep the anchor in: read Prabhupada’s books daily.

3 P-M.

Lord Caitanya praised Raghunatha’s renunciation. Srila
Prabhupada defines his renunciation as detachment from
sense enjoyment and full engagement in Krsna’s service. Some
Cc. statements are stark invitations to a “babaji" life that we
know Prabhupada does not allow in practice, but they stand as
testimony to what can be practiced, at least by someone.
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“As stated in the Hari-bhakti-vilasa ... a well-to-do house-
holder Vaisnava cannot live like a person in the renounced
order who completely takes shelter of the holy name. Such a
householder should chant the holy name of Krsna in the morn-
ing, at midday and in the evening. Then he will be able to cross
beyond nescience. Pure devotees in the renounced order, how-
ever, who fully surrender to the lotus feet of Krsna, should chant
the holy name of the Lord with great love and faith, always
thinking of Krsna’s lotus feet. They should have no other occu-
pation than chanting the holy name of the Lord.” (Cc. Antya
6.223, purport)

Along with this chanting goes control of the tongue (no
fancy eating or hankering for varieties of food).

Then there are the famous instructions spoken directly by
Lord Caitanya to Raghunatha Gosvaml (usually Svarupa
Damodara instructed him). These instructions are not for
everyone, not even for all renunciates, but they are the Lord’s
immortal words. He said, don’t listen to gramya-katha, don't
eat palatable foods or dress “nicely,” don’t expect honor but
honor all others. “Always chant the holy name of Lord Krsna,
and within your mind render service to Radha and Krsna in
Vrndavana.” (Cc. Antya 6.237) These words must have made
Raghunatha happy, and certainly he molded his life around
them. It appears that after hearing these instructions, he began
to follow Svarupa Damodara’s instructions to serve in his spiri-
tual form. “Svarupa Damodara Gosvaml was formerly Lalita-
devl. Raghunatha dasa Gosvaml, who was among his assistants,
now also began to serve Radha and Krsna within his mind.” (Cc.
Antya 6.241, purport)
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Between the sustained reading of a long passage or entire
books of scripture and intense reflection of a few words, lies
the kind of reading that should form the basis of our daily
reading of scripture. This reading is characterized neither by
desire to cover acertain amount of material, nor by an attempt
to milk the last ounce of meaning from every single verse. Itis
careful reading, which pauses to reflect on the meaning ... It
is slow reading, leisurely reading, reading with attention to de
tail and nuance.

This is a description of what | would like to be doing now.
It’s almost too good to be true. To be able to read not too
slowly and yet to catch the nuances. That happened when I no-
ticed and appreciated Pradyumna Misra’s saying that he
wanted Ramananda Raya to speak what he had spoken in
Vidyanagara. The word “Vidyanagara” and the conversation
ofwhich itreminded me suddenly struck me as attractive. And
what about these purports where Lord Caitanya says that a
sannyasl should always chant Hare Krsna, should live in a re-
nounced way, and should serve Krsna within? | know they’re
not something | can imitate, but they are part of my reading.
W hat does that mean?

Read and hear the nuance of what is being said. Don’t hold
yourselfto a quota of pages or chapters. Pay attention, reflect,
be at leisure with the book. It’snot that we have to do something
other than read it nicely. Let Krsna speak to you in this way.

While I was in Belfast, | stayed at the flat ofa congregational
member who had many books, mostly Karl Marx’s literature. |
also found there an Irish book, and on the back cover there
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was an advertisement for a book called Portraits of the Artist in
Exile. It described itself as a collection of memoirs on James
Joyce by Europeans. Manu and | have sometimes discussed lit-
erature from a Joycean point of view—the concept of the artist
as alienated or in exile from his society. Sometimes I can relate
to that concept. Anyway, | ordered the book and it came yester-
day, but how strange to read it after reading such sublime liter-
ature as Lord Caitanya’s instructions to Raghunatha Gosvaml.

| read the italicized introduction to each ofthe memoirs but
skipped the memoirs themselves. | noted that Joyce was self-
centered and was always trying to use people in the service of his
book publishing ambitions, to increase his reputation, or to get
favorable reviews. | hope I'll not be guilty of such one-sided re-
lationships. One writer states that Joyce treated people as if they
had nothing better to do than to serve his art.

Madhu comes in and says Manu wants to buy me a small
prefab shed that he can set up in the nearby woods. There will
be no electricity; it will be like Samlka Rsi’s shack. Would | like
it? Yes, but I'm only going to be here for two more weeks. I1fthey
set it up, I'll use it when | return. | like those sheds because
when | go out there, there’s nothing to do but write. | need that
kind of discipline.

On my walk just now it occurred to me that | tend to give a
mild and favorable view of myself in the little word portraits.
Don't tear into myself. That’s okay, but I shouldn’t be afraid ...

I’'ve been reading that a pure devotee doesn’t allow himself
any sense gratification. “When sense gratification enters the
mind of a devotee, he is contaminated.”
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Lord Caitanya was pleased as Raghunatha made further and
further steps into vairagya. He gave him His own Govardhana-
sila and gunja-mala. Raghunatha dove deep into ecstasy while
worshiping the sila and gunja-mala.

Prabhupada: “The spiritual master gives different orders to
different people.” Get your order and carry it out strictly. That is
the way of success.

6:30 P.M.

Tired ofwriting garbage. Want to be a bayonet of truth? This-
tles all big puffballs in field. Ifthe reader can’t understand ...

Listen, I read Cc. I walk in fields to see where to place the shed
and | try to be virtuous. Ban bad thoughts. Shove them out.

The thistles, | was telling you—some got into my boot and
cut my flesh. We found a site for a shed. How will it be heated?
I’'m not obliged to stay here forever just because of this shed. In
1968, Srlla Prabhupada lectured that we waste fifty percent of
our lives in sleep. A man asked, “Can you reduce sleep by yoga?”
Yes, Prabhupada said, but he added, “Whether you sleep more
or less, still you cannot live peacefully in this body. Nature is so
cruel it Kkills you.” Last years spent in invalidity—twenty years
wasted that way. Better read before we go blind.

106 Cc. Asraya



SEPTEMBER 15, 1996

We should pray to be relieved of doubt and cynicism when
we read Cc. Whatever the author states, we should accept it
wholeheartedly. This is not a book about which we reserve
judgment or even pass judgment. Whatever Krsnadasa Kaviraja
Gosvaml has written he has heard from Raghunatha dasa
Gosvaml or Svarupa Damodara, and the text has been dictated
to him by Sri Madana-mohana. We are not agnostics. Holding
out in favor of agnostic thoughts will get us nowhere.

We can’t read ideally without the Lord’s grace. He’s in our
hearts, so we can appeal to Him despite our lack of purity:
“Please make us devout and enthusiastic readers and speakers
of Cc. (and Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita, The Nectar of
Devotion, etc.)

When Vallabha Bhatta makes his famous statement kali-
kalera dharma... krsna-sakti, you know Prabhupada will allude
to the fact that he too is acting as an empowered preacher. How
else could he have spread the Krsna consciousness movement?
He needs to assert this fact since even his Godbrothers criti-
cized his work of giving Krsna consciousness to Westerners.
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“You have spread the sankirtana movement of Krsna con-
sciousness. Therefore it is evident that You have been empowered
by Lord Krsna. There is no question about it.” (Cc. Antya 7.12)

Actually, however, although Prabhupada asserts this else-
where in his purports, he doesn’t do so here. But he knows and
we know and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatl knows that it’s true.

When Vallabha Bhatta eloquently praised Lord Caitanya,
the Lord replied that He is a sannyasi of the Mayavada school
with no chance of krsna-bhakti. He then praised His great devo-
tees— Advaita Acarya, who can convert meat-eaters, Lord Ni-
tyananda, who is always intoxicated with krsna-prema,
Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, Ramananda Raya, etc. Lord Cai-
tanya also praised the gopis, parents, and friends of Krsna in
Vrndavana-llla.

We think about what we are reading as we are reading it— and
this requires that we read slowly.

I sometimes find this difficult when reading material with
which I am too familiar. For example, this morning | read this
verse: “The servant, friend, superior and conjugal lover are the
shelters ofthe transcendental mellows called dasya, sakhya, vat-
salya and srngara."” (Cc. Antya 7.25) I say | am too familiar with
this information, but the fact is, | have no direct experience of
anything being said in that statement, although 1 long to un-
derstand it. Therefore, | have to be patient about the surface fa-
miliarity and just brush it aside. Pray to approach it new and
fresh. The same is true if Krsna or Prabhupada describe
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varnasrama-dharma and tells us the four divisions of each or
any of the items of bhakti knowledge.

Reading slowly helps us to do this. When we read too
quickly, we begin to think more of the ground to be covered
than of the heart of what is being said. It is similar to Madhu
stepping on the accelerator to pass another car on the highway.
We are not in that kind ofhurry. We don’t have to finish a chap-
ter or even a book, but we need to stay immersed in apprecia-
tive thought and feeling while reading.

Lord Caitanya said He learned about spontaneous love from
Ramananda Raya and the mellows of conjugal love from Sva-
rupa Damodara.

Just now my mind lost attention—at such a nectarean point
in the narrative. Lord Caitanya was saying that Svarupa Damo-
dara taught Him about conjugal love. My mind suddenly
thought of a letter | wanted to write about an editing matter to
Glta-nagarl Press, and | actually began to dictate it. Then | came
back to reading Cc. but couldn’t re-enter immediately. Lord
Caitanya was quoting verses from the Bhagavatam on the glori-
ous position ofthe gopis, but my mind wasn’t clicking on to why
He was speaking like that. Had I lost the context? Then | began
to read aloud and remembered, “He’s saying that Svarupa
Damodara taught Him this. He’s telling the essence ofthe gopis’
devotion to Krsna, which is even worshiped by Uddhava. He’s
quoting Uddhava’s praise of the gopis from Bhag. 10.47.”

Do | wantto hear about the conjugal rasa?

It’s here in Prabhupada’s books. I like to read whatever he
gives. Now he praises Mother Yasoda, now he defends
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ISKCON, now he condemns the materialists, now he discusses
the gopls. Stay and hear it all and we will be satisfied.

Lord Caitanya praised Haridasa Thakura—said He had
learned the glories of the holy name from him.

(This isa wonderful section to share with devotees, how Lord
Caitanya referred Vallabha Bhatta to all of His associates and
mentioned their particular contributions. We may speak simi-
larly of the individual contributions of the ISKCON devotees.
Sometimes such praise sticks in our throats due to envy or over-
familiarity with what we see as others’ faults. Anyway, it’s help-
ful to my reading and writing to sometimes speak on Cc. topics
as | did yesterday. Because of my daily reading, | was able to
speak freely and go from one lilato another. Did | “use up” my
ammunition? Keep reading and get more. And don't be afraid to
repeat. And go to new audiences. Tell everyone you meet... )

Lord Caitanya mentioned all His devotees because He knew
Vallabha Bhatta was proud in heart. “One should not proudly
think that one can understand the transcendental loving service
of the Lord simply by reading books. One must become a ser-
vant of a Vaisnava.” (Cc. Antya 7.53, purport)

In my own writing | should also be humble. I am “officially”
humble because | know that my writing is not on a standard of
great Sanskrit scholarship, but I say “officially” because it’s pos-
sible to be proud to admit faults, to search for honesty, proud
of free-writing, proud of breaking ground in writing as if no-
body else is doing what I’'m doing and therefore I’'m special.

If I catch myself with this pride, it doesn’t mean | should
stop writing (my service). It means | should strive for true hu-
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mility. And I should write, ply the trade, as much as possible in
this honest way of exposing myself, my thoughts, in a Krsna
conscious way.

4 AM.

Free-writing means to write whatever comes. Then learn to
select. “Harum-scarum surrealism,” someone said. James
Joyce had a surrealist friend, but Joyce wrote in just the oppo-
site way, taking great pains to compose his words. His great
work in progress, his goatee, his blindness, his lunatic daugh-
ter, hisanguish over that, his devotion to family, his knowledge
of the Church but ignorance of God, his cynicism—he was a
scholar-egoist extraordinaire. The war... one friend of Joyce’s
stayed in Paris (although it was dangerous for a Jew) to await
his son’s graduation. On that very day, the Nazis captured him
and sent him to a concentration camp where he died. These
things are footnotes to the story of James Joyce in Trieste,
Zurich, and Paris, but what about Lord Krsna and Lord Cai-
tanya and beating the big mrdahga?

What about my own writing? Well, what about it? We will
be traveling by the beginning of October, although one wheel
is off the van and M. has tried repeatedly to fix a leak in the
plumbing.

What about the prayers | read? | heard you had a lectio
quote on that. Well, yes, | do.
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Now that Raghunatha’s chapter is finished again, the Lord is
dismantling Vallabha Bhatta’s pride.

| entered the dark room on the way to the bathroom in this
house and saw the red light on, signifying the electric heater by
M.’s mattress. Didn’t wake him. Went quietly into the bathroom
and didn’t use the tape recorder, although | would have liked to
listen to Srlla Prabhupada while | was in there. Instead, my
thoughts roamed over a variety of subjects, such as when | come
out of this period of convalescence, I'll do some free-writing,
and happily, yesterday there was only one headache, one pill.

When he read to me from the notes | made while reading
Bhagavad-gita, there were regular occasions when the honesty
was so sharp | became afraid, “What is this writer going to say
next?” He admits that the reading sometimes seems like dogma
to him and that his knowledge of God is theoretical, but then he
saves himself and his reader from being agnostic by asserting
God consciousness and faith just in time. It keeps you alert
while hearing it, and waiting for the next time, almost ner-
vously, when again he’ll be honest with us. | liked that. Some-
times we need something like that to keep our attention focused
when basic Bhagavad-gita instructions are the main fare.

Manu says he wants to stay home and make his money and
live here if possible. He said he could grow food and sell it, or
have a bakery or restaurant if people would come out here.
Who knows? Anything is possible. Prabhupada says that people
used to live that way, close to the land. Heard him in a lecture
given in 1968 saying varnasrama isn’t possible anywhere in the
world now. India has the degraded form of it in the caste
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system. Therefore, Lord Caitanya says we should just chant
Hare Krsna.

What about Prabhupada’s saying that fifty percent of his
work is unfinished? Devotees get a lot of mileage out of that
statement to support what they feel is most important. | do it
too, looking for encouragement in writing or reading, chant-
ing, or being alone. Someone goes to his statements to prove
that book distribution is most important or that we shouldn’t
attempt to practice raganuga-bhakti or that rural development
is vital. It’s better to read openly.

But what does that mean? It means that Lord Caitanya is
bursting the pride of Vallabha Bhatta and that because we too
have pride, He can also burst ours. He did it expertly by telling
him, in effect, “You are approaching Me directly without
knowing who I actually am. You should approach humbly
through My devotees and be like them. You are not one of
them. You are thinking that you are a great Vaisnava and that
is your problem. One should not think he’s a great person of
any sort.” O Lord, the tiger and gun, the sun, the morning has
not dawned yet. | wish to stay at Your lotus feet in what | do this
mild day of repose in Geaglum, and then travel with all four
wheels attached and rolling and me praying in the back for not
too many headaches or breakdowns, disruptions, emergencies,
unforeseens, accidents, deaths on the highway, embarrass-
ments in Italy where | can’t say anything back in ltalian.

Prayer before reading: It need not be lengthy; in its simplest
form, we can merely pray and ask, “Lord, speak to me.”
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Our reading of Scripture is not reading for the sake of read-
ing. It is reading for the sake of listening to Him who loves us.

When we listen to someone we first of all have to pay atten-
tion to him, and not to whatever else may be going on around us.

If we are particularly distracted by cares and concerns, we
may have to sit quietly for a few minutes, relaxing, putting dis-
tractions out of our mind.

Sitting in rows in the courtyard, the many Bengali devotees
honored prasadam. Svarupa Damodara and other great devo-
tees took charge of distributing the prasadam. Not that Svarupa
Damodara insisted on eating first, alone with Lord Caitanya.
Servants. Accepting the prasada, all the Vaisnavas chanted the
holy names, “Hari! Hari!”

Whomever saw Lord Caitanya at the Ratha-yatra was aston-
ished at His ecstatic dancing and singing. One year Rupa Go-
svaml came and saw, then Sanatana Gosvaml, then Raghunatha
Gosvaml. Now Vallabha Bhatta, who was like a glowworm,
was able to watch. He concluded, “Here is Lord Krsna, without
adoubt.”

Vallabha Bhatta asked Lord Caitanya to hear his tika on the
Srimad-Bhagavatam. Lord Caitanya said that He couldn’t un-
derstand Bhagavatam.

Vallabha Bhatta then begged the Lord, “I have tried to de-
scribe elaborately the meaning of Krsna’s holy names. Kindly
hear the explanation.”

Still the Lord refused, “I know only that Lord Krsna is Sya-
masundara and Yasodanandana. That’s all | know.”
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Read because we may be pulled out of this life at any mo-
ment. We may do our research reading, but don’t do it for
sense gratification. Always be serving the Lord, your guru, and
the Vaisnavas.

“When Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu rigidly declined to hear
his explanations, Vallabha Bhatta went home feeling morose.
His faith and devotion to the Lord changed.” (Cc. Antya 7.89)

Here we see how it’s important for an author to have some-
one take his writing seriously. We poor authors cannot live un-
less at least one person will listen to what we have written. We
are proud. Since Lord Caitanya wouldn’t take Vallabha Bhatta
seriously, no one else in Jagannatha Purl wanted to hear from
him. Lord Caitanya smashed Vallabha’s pride. Finally, he ap-
proached Gadadhara Pandita.

“Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was actually always merciful
within His heart, but He was sometimes externally negligent of
His devotees. We should not be preoccupied with His external
feature, however, for if we do so we shall be vanquished.” (Cc.
Antya 7.168)

I need to keep this instruction in mind in my relationship
with Srlla Prabhupada. When | hear his pastimes or read his
books or hear him speak in lectures, or even when he appears
in dreams—if he appears harsh with a disciple or does any-
thing that I find hard to understand— I shouldn’t become pre-
occupied with it. | should simply have faith that he is right,
always right, because he isempowered by Krsna. Srila Prabhu-
pada was a general fighting a battle. Therefore, he sometimes
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had to behave strongly, and he was also taxed by the weight of
the responsibility to lead a worldwide movement of beginners
in Krsna consciousness. Better to look at his inner purpose and
to worship his feet, just as | did when he was here.

When the Lord seemed to neglect Gadadhara Pandita be-
cause of his hearing from Vallabha Bhatta, Gadadhara Pandita
made no protest. He said, “I can tolerate whatever He says,
bearing it on my head. He will automatically be merciful to me
after considering my faults and attributes.” (Cc. Antya 7.158)

I still have two weeks left here, but Ithink I can sum up how
it’s going so far. My outer purpose has been achieved—to set-
tle in for convalescence at Manu’s house with no other obliga-
tions. However, my headaches have not been cured by staying
in one place. As for the inner purpose, to read Caitanya-
caritamrta, that has also been achieved (although I’'m not fin-
ished yet). | also had a faint intuition of an inner, inner
purpose. That is, | wanted to enter more deeply than | ever
have into absorption in the scripture. | wanted it to become my
reality and my constant interest. That | have not achieved. I'm
simply not ready for such exclusive-minded devotion to the
word of sastra. Not yet.

At least | can be pleased with whatever little |1 have gained,
and let it be a sign of promise. | promise to try for more of
these exclusive reading times where even writing and all my
other duties are minimized so | can devote myselfto reading
Prabhupada’s books.

While reading early this morning, | heard the noise of a car
approaching. It’s unusual to hear a car here so early in the
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morning. In the back of my mind | began to fantasize that it
was an attacker, perhaps someone connected with the “trou-
ble” in Northern Ireland. Someone would come and machine-
gun us all. I didn’t really take the fantasy seriously, but it played
on like a dream. Then | realized how important it is to keep
reading. Surely one day, some kind of attacker will come, if
only the “attacker” of death. Death can’t be so far away. It
would be best to be found reading sacred scripture when it
comes. It’s the safest place. It’s where we want to be. “He died
while reading the Antya-lila, right in the middle ofa chapter.”

Here’s another outstanding verse from this chapter, spoken
by Gadadhara Pandita. It occurs when Vallabha Bhatta forced
himself on Gadadhara Pandita and began to read his writings
with great force. Gadadhara Pandita felt that he could not for-
bid Vallabha Bhatta and thus began to pray to Lord Krsna for
protection. “Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is present in everyone’s
heart, and He will certainly know my mind. Therefore I do not
fear Him. His associates, however, are extremely critical.” (Cc.
Antya 7.98)

This verse is a typical example of why we love Caitanya-
caritamrta. It seems so close to our own ISKCON experience.
We may remember this verse when we are sometimes criti-
cized, and we may strive for the same faith that Krsna knows
our good intentions. Of course, confidential relationships
among devotees where devotees also understand our inten-
tions are encouraging. Prabhupada called it “love and trust.”
But this is an example of how Krsna becomes the devotee’s last
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resort even when his Godbrothers seem to abandon him. The
reason our Godbrothers are capable of misunderstanding us is
that they are only human and cannot always penetrate into the
innermost heart. Krsna, however, is omniscient. He is also all-
forgiving. This verse not so much minimizes the devotees as
glorifies the special friendship we all have with Krsna in the
heart. Even if Krsna Himself seems to censure us, as happened
when Lord Caitanya neglected Gadadhara Pandita, the devotee
remains steadfast: “He will automatically be merciful to me
after considering my faults and attributes.”

Next is the story of Ramacandra Purl. He naturally offended
the Vaisnavas as a result of offending his spiritual master. His
latent impersonalism came out and he developed material
desires. His spiritual master, Madhavendra Purl, strongly re-
buked him when he criticized Madhavendra Purl during his
very last hours.

I may think that | am certainly notan offender to my spiri-
tual master and that he always thought well of me, but we can
fall into error at any time, even after the guru’s disappearance.
Offense means disregarding the spiritual master’s order, either
subtly or grossly. That is the third offense in chanting the holy
names, “To disobey the orders of the spiritual master”—and it
is guru-aparadha.
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Isvara Purl tenderly and steadfastly served his spiritual mas-
ter and was always ready to perform menial service and to help
his guru remember the holy name and pastimes of Lord Krsna
at the time of death. Madhavendra Purl embraced and blessed
him to become a great devotee and lover of Krsna. One disci-
ple flourished and another (Ramacandra Purl) was ruined by
the benediction and punishment of the guru.

Madhavendra Puri achieved krsna-prema by his feelings of
separation from Krsna.

These notes are partly student exercises (to help me retain
information), and partly a way to spell out the messages taught
by everything the great devotees do. | may spell out what that
message means to me or how other readers may apply it, or |
may not spell it out. In either case, we should be aware that
“Madhavendra Puri instructed the entire world by presenting
these two examples” (of how he dealt with Isvara Puri and Ra-
macandra Puri).
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It’s interesting that Ramacandra Purl’s criticism of devotees
centered on their eating. In a previous chapter we read that Lord
Caitanya’s devotees were not accustomed to eating only a little,
but they ate “akantha,” up to the neck. This appears like a green
light for us to “eat more,” as Swamijl invited. Ramacandra Purl
was a spoilsport for criticizing everyone. He began by inducing
Jagadananda Pandita to eat as much as possible, and then he
immediately criticized him for eating too much.

He examined Lord Caitanya’s habits either directly or by
gathering information from others, with the intention of find-
ing faults. | must be careful not to have that intention when |
ask, “How many rounds do you chant? When and what do you
eat? What is your service, Prabhu?”

Ramacandra Purl criticized Lord Caitanya for eating sweets.
It was an imaginary criticism: “Last night there was sugar candy
here. Therefore ants are wandering about.”

Lord Caitanya took the positive, instructive value ofwhat Ra-
macandra Purl was saying that a sannyasl should eat only as
much as he requires. However, Lord Caitanya began eating half
ofwhat He actually needed. This made all His devotees unhappy.

Ramacandra Purl is portrayed as an ugly character in the
ISKCON painting of him. We sometimes hear a devotee say,
“I'm acting like Ramacandra Purl,” or “I have a Ramacandra
Purl within myself.” He is the prototypical faultfinder, and al-
though we dislike him, we are often like him too, unfortunately.

When Ramacandra Purl left Jagannatha Purl, everyone was
jubilant and happy, and the Lord resumed His normal eating,
chanting, and dancing with the devotees.
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Itwould be unwise to give up reading Scripture because it seems
to be dry and unrewarding. We can learn much and profit
greatly even on those days when nothing seems to be happening
as we read.

Well said. When a day goes by and we don’t read scripture,
it’s like a day without physical exercise. The longer we go with-
out it, the more out of shape we will find ourselves. Each day we
neglect it, the harder it becomes to return to it. We have to have
an abiding trust that it’s always good for us, even ifwe can’t find
the nectar or we’re not attentive at the time. Whatever we do will
leave an impression on us. We may die at any moment. The
Bhagavad-gita says that our next life is formed by whatever im-
pressions are present in the mind at death. Therefore, it’s vital to
lay down layers of mental impressions from the scriptures every
day. | cannot judge the value of reading by how much 1 like a
particular section or how dry | find it. Such subjectivity is often
based on temporary things such as physical health, the weather,
and so on. The threefold miseries make it difficult for us to
enjoy scripture, but that doesn’t mean there is no transcenden-
tal benefit. More important than our temporary moods is the
absolute act of trying to contact (and actually contacting) the
powerful medium of brahma-sabda. Reading sastra is all good.

Starting a new chapter, “The Deliverance of Goplnatha
Pattanayaka.”

I wince whenever | read the description of the cahga. It’s a
medieval method of execution. They throw a man down from a
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platform onto stationary, upright swords. Of course, modern
tortures and methods of execution are no less horrible. The
body is capable of experiencing extreme pain, especially be-
cause we are attached to it and rascals take advantage of this at-
tachment to inflict pain on others.

We are disturbed to read this and to find Lord Caitanya and
His blissful devotees and pastimes threatened by this legal and
violent entanglement. The same can happen to devotees nowa-
days. We want to read, write, chant, cook, and give Krsna con-
sciousness to others in peace, but sometimes something
happens in this world of danger and our peace is destroyed.
Then we are tested: what is more real, the sastra and the holy
names or the king’s son and his cahga? And how can we stay
clear of the cahgal

4 AM.

We say that these are the Lord’s pastimes. They are not sub-
ject to the law of karma. But it is frightening to hear how
Goplnatha was placed on the cangaand how Vamnatha was ar-
rested along with his family. Goplnatha had failed to pay the
government. You know the story— I neednt tell it here—but
thank God that government officer, Haricandana, went to the
king and told him that the prince was maliciously going to Kkill
a faithful servant. Ofreal interest is Lord Caitanya’s response to
all this.

The devotees, headed by Svarupa Damodara, repeatedly
asked the Lord to do something to save Goplnatha, but the
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Lord replied, “I am a beggar. It isimpossible for Me to do any-
thing about this? Why are you asking Me?” We will hear more
about this when the Lord says that He finds the whole incident
disturbing. | have always appreciated Lord Caitanya’s re-
sponse, and | have used itto support my own desire to be aloof
from politics and disturbing entanglements with worldly peo-
ple. A sannyasl is not supposed to get involved in such things.

Yesterday | spent more time down with headache pain than
usual. | finally had to go to bed by 5:30 p.m. Even three pills
during the day didn’t stop the pain. Much of the time | found
it too difficult to read or write, so | sat there or laid down with
a wet rag on my forehead. | know I've mentioned this previ-
ously, but I am noting it again. Today is a new day. I am like a
cow tethered to a pole. On some days my rope seems longer
and I can think about being better and doing as much as | like
in my service. (I am immortal, but sooner or later | feel the tug.
Foolish boy.)

Lord Caitanya is a real person. He comes off the page into
our consciousness as we submissively read the words He actu-
ally spoke. Why disbelieve? His pastimes are taking place
before our eyes, our minds, and yes, our imaginations. Just
picture the Lord being approached by the devotees, who are
falling at His feet. Can you see the people coming and going?
Hear Lord Caitanya’s saying He wants to be alone, or His ex-
pression of wanting to be with His devotees. He is always the
independent Supreme Lord, but He accepts a dependent role.
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Ifone ofthe devotees invites Him to lunch, He feels obliged to
accept the invitation because He wants to please them all.

We live under a similar obligation in our own tiny ways.
When devotees want us to visit their temples or to see them, we
should make an effort, even ifwe can’t always comply. For me
this year, it means going to the Caribbean and Vrndavana and
the Northeast U.S. While I'm there, it’s almost certain that
some people will take the opportunity to disturb me. There is
always risk whatever we do.

But we can’t go with nothing. Reading is therefore the best
preparation and the best thing we can do for others because
when we are filled with sastra, not in a stuffy way but with feel-
ing, we truly have something to share.

Fiery poets don’t make sense. William Stafford at eighty
years old wrote wonderful poems but | can’t understand most
of them. I don’t have to judge him, but without God and the
soul... such poets and writers want proof. They think the re-
ligionists live in an imaginary world. The devotees are differ-
ent. We are on the inside with Jlva Gosvaml, our spiritual
masters, and the devotees who do need to hear sastra as we do.
We don’t need to argue in favor of sastra; we have already ac-
cepted it. We want only the pastimes and instructions them-
selves. The science of God has its own logic and arguments.
Just come and read.

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna. Krsna only, day and night—will
we ever reach that stage?
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Sometimes our problems of dryness may stem from a seeming
overfamiliarity with a given passage . . . We should realize
that it contains more depth of meaning than we already
understand.

Yes, our mistake is to think that our overfamiliarity means
we have plumbed the depth ofthe sastraand now there’snoth-
ing left. We think we have understood it entirely and now
we’re bored; we want something else. This is a mistake. Ad-
mittedly, it takes a lot of patience to read because it seems like
we have been over the same territory many times and that we
understand what is being said. Our minds boggle at having to
read what we think we already know. This is the test. To con-
tinue reading the same book, therefore, we will have to learn to
read creatively. Sastra is not ordinary and cannot be ap-
proached as if it is. We have to have faith that the sastra con-
tains depths of meaning that are not yet open to us. We do
have to admit that ifwe look at any verse, we haven’t really un-
derstood it at all. For example, let me open the Bhagavad-glta
at random: “The yogi whose mind is fixed on Me verily attains
the highest perfection of transcendental happiness. He is be-
yond the mode of passion, he realizes his qualitative identity
with the Supreme, and thus he is freed from all reactions to
past deeds.” (Bg. 6.27)

I understand this only in a theoretical sense. Something in-
credible is being stated, something completely beyond my sen-
sual or mental experience. It may even be hard to accept for
those of us who have been contaminated by skepticism. But

Cc. Asraya 125



the truth of it iswonderful, most wonderful. We are eternal, we
can enter into the Supreme, and we can do it by fixing our-
selves at Krsna’s lotus feet. “Thus the self-controlled yogi, con-
stantly engaged in yoga practice, becomes free from all material
contamination and achieves the highest stage of perfect happi-
ness in transcendental loving service to the Lord.” (Bg. 6.28)

So-called overfamiliarity is a ruse. It is mayas’ trick. It’s the
Devil speaking into our ear, “Come on, you've already read
this scripture. Why don’t you go on to something else? You al-
ready know about God.”

“As a beggar sannyasi, a mendicant, | wish to live alone in a
solitary place, but these people come to tell Me about their un-
happiness and disturb Me.” (Cc. Antya 9.64)

Upon hearing Lord Caitanya speak this way, Kasl Misra
tried to solace Him. He said, “Why should You be agitated by
these affairs? You are a renounced sannyasi.” Addressing Lord
Caitanya as the Supreme Lord, Kasl Mis'ra said that anyone
who worships the Lord simply to please Him will achieve per-
fection, but if someone worships Him with material motives,
he is fool number one.

Prabhupada lashes out at materialistic motives in serving
God. Sometimes even so-called devotees of Krsna worship him
with the wrong motive. Prabhupada alludes to persons and
places well known to him, with references to his own life expe-
riences in trying to carry out his spiritual master’s mission. We
should not worship Krsna to make a living; we should do it for
His pleasure. We should also trust that He will maintain us.
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Such discussion makes us turn to ourselves: What about
me? Am | materially motivated in my service? “Although such
persons may call themselves preachers, live in Vrndavana or
Navadvlpa, and also print many religious books, it is all for the
same purpose, namely to earn a living to maintain their wives
and children. They may also professionally recite the Bhaga-
vatam or other scriptures, worship the Deity in the temple and
initiate disciples.” (Cc. Antya 9.69, purport)

You know who he’s talking about, don’t you? He means so-
and-so. And here | am, identifying with Lord Caitanya as the
one who is disturbed by materialistic persons. | can look at it
the other way too, and face myselfto see whether or not | am
one of those materialistic persons who disturbs the Lord, even
though seeming to possess all spiritual intentions.

The author of Caitanya-caritamrta says that it is not easy to
understand the mercy that Lord Caitanya bestowed on
Goplnatha Pattanayaka and the family of Bhavananda Raya
(his five sons). It appears that Goplnatha gained materially be-
cause Lord Caitanya was partial to him, but the opulence he re-
ceived was only a side effect. The real mercy bestowed on him
was his attachment to Krsna in the form of Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu. That’s why they were happy, not because Gopinatha’s
income was doubled. Goplnatha told Lord Caitanya that he
would like to renounce the world as his brothers Ramananda
Raya and Vanlnatha had done, but Lord Caitanya encouraged
him, “Someone has to bear the expenses for your large family.”
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Srila Prabhupada indicates that one may be a pure devotee
whether he’sin the renounced order or not. I think I will quote
this purport to Madhava dasa of Glta-nagari Press. He is some-
times distressed by the austerity of having to work for the kar-
mis. But he has to work in order to maintain his family. Maybe
Srlla Prabhupada’s words will encourage him: “Taking san-
nyasa and dealing in pounds, shillings and pence are both ex-
ternal affairs. One should always consider how to please and
satisfy Krsna. ... As soon as one forgets that he is an eternal
servant of Krsna, he becomes involved in material attach-
ments. However, ifone is always conscious that Krsna is always
the supreme master and that he is an eternal servant of Krsna,
he is a liberated person in any condition. Entangling material
activities will not affect him.” (Cc. Antya 9.141, purport)

Another point is that spiritually advanced devotees may not
always be materially expert. King Prataparudra made this ob-
servation when discussing Bhavananda Raya’s sons: “Inform
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu that all the sons of Bhavananda Raya
are especially dear to me. | consider them like members of my
family. Therefore | have appointed them collectors in various
places, and although they spend the government’s money, eat,
drink, plunder and distribute it as they like, 1do not take them
very seriously. | made Ramananda Raya the governor of Ra-
jamahendrl. There is practically no account ofwhatever money
he took and distributed in that position.” (Cc. Antya 9.120-22)

Earlier in the Cc. we also read that the maha-bhagavata Va-
sudeva Datta was not a good manager. Therefore, Sivananda
Sena was put in charge of handling his affairs. But in terms of

128 Cc. Asraya



pure Krsna consciousness, hardly anyone ranks higher than
Ramananda Raya, and Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatl Thakura
ranks Vasudeva Datta as more advanced than Lord Jesus Christ.

It’s nice to take a break from reading and to go for a walk
along a forest path here at Geaglum. It’s a great treat to be able
to walk on property owned by devotees and to know that |
won’t run into someone’s barking dogs or other distractions
that make walking impossible for me except at dawn. Here at
Geaglum, I like to schedule two walks a day, one around 9:30
a.m.and one around 4 p.m. The nicest part of the walk is the
privately enclosed forest path. It has been sunny, and the sun
filters through the leaves and exposes the beauty of the old,
vine-covered trees and the late summer greenery. | think of
Wordsworth’s line, something like, “Up, up, my friend, and
quit your books!” He invites himselfand other scholars to get
out from the musty study room and see nature. Ofcourse, Cai-
tanya-caritamrta is never a dry study, but still, to get away from
the sitting down and peering into the book and to go out and
bathe in God’s natural colors and fresh air rejuvenates us to go
back for yet another reading session. And while walking in an
almost unconscious way, the thoughts and flavors of Cc. move
through us and we get new insights and confirmations.

NOON

Arrived in the mail: an advance copy of my Churning the
Milk Ocean. I hold it and love its heft, its big print and good
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binding done in India. Wrote a letter of thanks to all the devo-
tees who produced it. | placed it on the altar beside Prabhu-
pada, where it sits now.

Also in the mail was Volume Three of Thomas Merton’s
journals, A Searchfor Solitude. For me, the editor’s or scholar’s
introduction to a book is often the most important part and
sometimes the only part | read. There were good things in this
introduction and I think I may find it useful in my writing to at
least read some of the journal. Externally, there are so many
similarities between Merton’s position and mine, but again and
again, when | get to the heart of his diaries, 1 don’t find a com-
pletely kindred spirit. Still, 1 can’t deny that he was onto some-
thing important for a monk—and relevant to me—in a
number of ways.

The editor of this volume writes, “It is important to note
that when he pursued his readings in everything from literature
to Marxist philosophy, he did so with this imperative question
in mind: how can a contemplative monk in the twentieth cen-
tury not be concerned with these issues? In fact, it was his pre-
occupation with the question of what it meant to be a monk in
his own time that gives this journal its most lasting value, both
because it does honor to monasticism in its own right, and be-
cause it is instructive for all who value the contemplative life.”

Although I am not interested in world politics, this reminds
me of my own search to push beyond what is usually expected
of a Krsna conscious devotee. For example, how can we not
admit to the fact that we are born and raised Westerners, yet we
have taken to the Gaudiya Vaisnava way of life? Flow can we
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pretend that we are eternal Gaudlya Vaisnavas, or even Ben-
galis? I'm certainly not as interested as Merton was in various
intellectual climates, but | do have my own enduring interests
and can’t seem to give them up. From Merton’s point of view,
it was a positive undertaking to remain solidly situated as a
Catholic monk and yet understand other things. If we com-
pletely avoid this, Merton thought, we run the risk of being ir-
relevant to most people, even those who would be interested in
spiritual life.

3 P-M.

I’'m following my own advice and starting from point zero at
each session. The more accustomed we are to the discipline, the
quicker we may move forward with interest and benefit.

“Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto Lord Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, who is always pleased to accept anything
given with faith and love by His devotees and is always ready to
bestow mercy upon them.” (Cc. Antya 10.1.)

O Lord, please accept this writing and reading.

It’s another year and the devotees from Bengal are joyfully
marching to Nllacala to be with their Lord. Lord Nityananda is
with them, although Lord Caitanya ordered Him not to come.
“If one carries out Krsna’s order, Krsna is certainly pleased, but
ifone sometimes breaks His order due to ecstatic love, that gives
Him millions of times greater happiness.” (Cc. Antya 10.8)
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Raghava Pandita came carrying bags full of food cooked by
his sister Damayantl. It was a year’s worth of eating for Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu. The author of Cc. lists the pickles!

“Do not neglect sukuta because it is a bitter preparation. Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu derived more happiness from eating this
sukuta than from drinking pancamrta [a preparation of milk,
sugar, ghee, honey and curd].” (Cc. Antya 10.17)

Srlla Prabhupada loved it too. Called it ‘shukta,” or at least
that’s how I heard him pronounce it. I learned to cook it for him
from his sister until Prabhupada said it was standard and even
asked Yamuna dasl to learn it from me. Happy days, you fool.

(Sometimes a passage or chapter seems obscure or irrelevant).
The best strategy in such cases is simply to peacefully pass over
what is obscure, or what seems to lack relevance to one’s life
today. Often when we reread this passages a year later it will take
on meaning for us. But rather than focus now on what we do
not appreciate or understand, we should focus on what does
have meaning for us.

That’s all right. 1 would also advise someone not to get hung
up on chapters in Srimad-Bhagavatam that cause a road block
in our enthusiasm, such as the lists of dynasties or “Calculation
of Time According to the Atom.” But Lord Caitanya proclaims
that each and every verse of Srimad-Bhagavatam is glorious. If
we do skip anything, we should do it humbly, realizing it’s what
we have to do to keep up interest. We should do whatever it
takes to keep reading, and we should not make a perpetual habit
of skipping those sections that would leave significant gaps in
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our knowledge, such as never learning what sahkhya-yoga is or
something like that. We might also keep problematic sections in
mind and someday, when we meet an especially kind and learned
devotee, we can ask for clarification for help in gaining entrance.
When is the last time | read completely and carefully the
“Teachings ofthe Vedas Personified” from the Tenth Canto?
Govinda crossed over the Lord’sbody to enter the Gambhlra
for service—to massage the Lord—but he would not cross over
the Lord’s body to exit and go for his prasadam. He could trans-
gress etiquette to serve Krsna, but not for his own interests.

Lord Caitanya ate as much as a hundred men could eat at
one sitting when Govinda complained that the devotees were
constantly bringing food for the Lord but He wasn’t eating it.
They would ask Govinda, “Have you given Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu the prasada brought by me?” and Govinda felt he
had to lie to them. He was suffering from this. Lord Caitanya
said to him, “Why are you so foolishly unhappy? Bring here to
me whatever they have given you.” Govinda carried itin, prepa-
ration by preparation, and introduced each offering by saying,
“This is from Advaita Acarya,” “This is from the residents of
Kullna-grama,” etc.

Imagine! Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu ate enough food for a
hundred persons with no problem.

The author of Cc. tells this matter-of-factly and then goes on
to the next incident—how Lord Caitanya took just a little each
day from the raghavera-jhali, the bags of Raghava Pandita.
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After reading about the Lord’s eating, I’'m sitting here won-
dering about my own cranberry juice. M. usually brings Pra-
bhupada and me a cup at 5 p.m. It’s 5:15 now and there is no
juice in sight. He’s probably preoccupied with his third attempt
to build plumbing in the van that won’t leak. Should | go out
and ask him for juice? Ifit’sjust for myself, no. But I can think,
“It’s for Prabhupada also.” I’ll go ask.

9:30 P.M.

Lying awake after a fearful dream. | began to think of some
of the things | was reading in the Cc.

Partly because of the dream, when | woke and turned to se-
cure things again, | remembered Cc. Then it occurred to me
that I may not be reading desperately enough. Then | thought,
“Oh well, even if my reading is somewhat complacent, it’s the
best thing I can do. | hope that if | am ever put into a desper-
ate position (as Prabhupada was while aboard the Jaladuta), |
will turn to Caitanya-caritamrta for solace.”

Lying awake | thought of two sections: the one about Gada-
dhara Pandita and the one about Lord Caitanya’s servant,
Govinda. About Gadadhara Pandita, | thought of how he was
so submissive to Lord Caitanya. Later in the Cc. we’ll hear even
more about Jagadananda Pandita, who was in contrast to
Gadadhara Pandita. Jagadananda Pandita was in the mood of
Satyabhama, and he often quarreled with the Lord. Gadadhara
Pandita, however, was in the mood of Rukminl. Therefore, he
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was fearful of the Lord’s opulence and his love was mixed
with respect.

We tend to consider the “fighting” spirit more intimate,
but it seems more appropriate for a disciple to have a com-
pletely submissive attitude and | worship Gadadhara Pandita’s
example for that. | know | am fearful in my relationship with
Prabhupada. | don’t think that it is a bad thing. Gadadhara
Pandita saw the Lord as omniscient, and he would not dare to
speak back to Him as if they were equals. He didn’t repress his
feelings; he actually felt that way. When we are fearful and re-
pressing our resentment, that is a different thing.

I also thought of the chapter about Govinda. Several times,
Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml and Srlla Prabhupada say that
this is a difficult pastime to understand, but even if we can’t
understand it, we will benefit by hearing it. My tendency is to
think that there is nothing difficult about it and that I under-
stand it perfectly well. The lesson is that for our own sense
gratification, we cannot transgress the etiquette, but for
Krsna’s service we can. It reminds me of the old library party
days when 1 traveled as a sannyasi but the party was led by
Ghanasyama and Mahabuddhi. They were bold in their book-
selling tactics, and they used to “impersonate” regular book
salesmen. In some ways, all sahkirtana devotees transgressed
ordinary ethics, but we dared to do so simply to please Pra-
bhupada. And he was pleased.

In both these cases—that of Gadadhara Pandita and that of
Govinda— I realized that the Lord’s pastimes are deep and that
I really cannot understand them thoroughly. There’s much
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more to understand, and in future readings and years, | can hope
to understand them better. Understanding comes not just when
we sit to read, but when we experience different things in our
service and later reflect on them. The sastra reflection won’t
come, however, unless we read. Therefore, even if our present
reading does not immediately gives us earth-shattering realiza-
tions or if it’s done in a protected environment, still it’s of tre-
mendous benefitto us both now and in the future when we need
it or when Krsna enlightens us further for deeper understanding.

Idon’t like lying awake and missing sleep, but I’'m grateful for
these insights that came and | look forward to more reading in
the Cc.
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SEPTEMBER 17, 1996

Beginning reading Chapter Eleven. “l do not know how to
write properly, but | am purifying myself by writing this de-
scription.” (Cc. Antya 11.10)

He writes this after offering many beautiful prayers to the Lord
and His associates and begging for the chance to serve them.

Haridasa Thakura appeared ill while lying on his back when
Govinda brought him maha-prasadant. The next day, Lord Cai-
tanya visited him. Haridasa Thakura said, “I think that quite
soon, my Lord, You will bring to a close Your pastimes within
this material world.” He requested that he pass away before
then: “Kindly let my body fall down in Your presence.” This
chapter describes the fulfillment of his wish, and Haridasa leav-
ing his body while chanting Hare Krsna, his eyes fixed on Lord
Caitanya and the Lord’s feet on his heart.

It may seem strange or morbid for a person to want to die,
but when you grow old, you begin to face the fact that you will
have to die sooner or later. Our goal shouldn’t be to hang on as
long as possible, but to depart under ideal conditions. No one
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can live forever in this body, in this world. Haridasa’s wish and
its fulfillment are actually a great triumph, and to hear ofthem
is both sobering and liberating.

Haridasa Thakura, Lord Caitanya—they are real persons. |
wish to remember their words and actions. The Lord said, “But
whatever happiness is Mine is all due to your association. It is
not fitting for you to go away and leave Me aside.”

“My Lord,” Haridasa said, “do not create an illusion! . . .
If an insignificant insect like me dies, what is the loss? If an
ant dies, where is the loss to the material world?” He insisted
on his desire.

The next morning, Lord Caitanya brought His devotees to
see Haridasa Thakura. They held kirtana in the courtyard, and
Lord Caitanya felt great pleasure in praising Haridasa Tha-
kura’s transcendental qualities. Then just as he desired, Hari-
dasa Thakura gave up his life air in the Lord’s presence.

I heard that Harikesa Maharaja read this chapter aloud to
Srlla Prabhupada in Mauritius when Prabhupada returned
home wounded after a car accident.

Chanting, chanting. Don’t get tired. Rise to the occasion.
Spill over the brim with tears of ecstasy. At least hear the Lord’s
pastimes favorably. Consider your own departure from this
world and how to prepare for it.

The Lord bathed Haridasa Thakura’s body in the sea and
said, “From this day on, this sea has become a great pilgrimage
site.” | was able to bathe in that sea beside Srila Prabhupada
and his disciples in 1977.
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W e are not trying to become an expert about abook, but to lis-
ten to the word of God speaking to us.

In a sense, | would like to become an “expert” on Caitanya-
caritamrta, but not in the sense that | would consider myselfa
master of it, a professional reciter. Don’t presume as Vallabha
Bhatta did when he spoke proudly to Lord Caitanya about his
Bhagavatam learning. We have heard that Srila Bhaktisid-
dhanta Sarasvatl Thakura spent most of his later days reading
Caitanya-caritamrta. Certainly he was an expert in explaining
its verses and in entering its rasa, but he didn’t present himself
in that way. He listened to the Lord’s pastimes while entering
more and more into them.

I don’t want to become an “expert” on the chapter about
Haridasa Thakura’s passing away, but I want to keep hearing it,
listening to the word of God speaking to me.

Lord Caitanya gave the benediction that anyone who at-
tended the festival celebrating the passing away of Haridasa
Thakura, anyone who put sand on his grave, anyone who hon-
ored the prasadam at the mahotsava, or anyone who chanted
there with the devotees would very soon attain Krsna’s favor.
Prabhupada tells of the whereabouts of Haridasa Thakura’s
tomb (near Tota-goplnatha temple). He also mentions Bhakti-
kutl, a small house constructed nearby by Bhaktivinoda Tha-
kura. | may be able to see and touch all those places again. |
know my touching them will be external— I’ll be noticing how
my head feels, and my feet, aware of the persons | am with and
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the Indians who are observing us, the animals there and me
searching for words to write. There will be some kind of inter-
nal sense also. It is an austerity to travel to India to visit a holy
place. All we can do is tell ourselves that this is the actual place
of one pastime or another. We are alive in these bodies for bet-
ter or worse, and because we insist on perceiving Krsna con-
sciousness through our material senses, we may have such a
limited, sensual perception ofthe tirtha. At least we can pray—
we came for that—and remember that our main association
with Lord Caitanya will be through scripture.

All glories to Haridasa Thakura who taught the world the
importance of chanting Krsna’s holy names. Lord Caitanya
said that Haridasa Thakura was the crown jewel on the head of
the world. Now the world is bereft of that jewel. With mixed
feelings of happiness and distress, Lord Caitanya returned to
His home.

Taking shelter of Caitanya-caritamrta, 5>flla Prabhupada
stood at the rail of the Jaladuta at sea. In his difficulty he read
that book. W hat section? | don’t know. It is all sublime.

Whoever participates in the festival of Haridasa Thakura’s
passing away will soon obtain Krsna’s mercy. In what form?
Krsna may take away our material honor and give us refuge at
His lotus feet, as he did for Haridasa Thakura and Rupa and
Sanatana Gosvamls. Stand by, chant, and pray to be delivered.

Now reading Chapter Twelve.

sruyatam sruyatam nityam
giyatam giyatam muda
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cintyatam cintyatam bhaktas
caitanya-caritamrtam

0 devotees, may the transcendental life and characteristics of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu be always heard, chanted and med-
itated upon with great happiness.

— Cc. Antya 12.1

lread about Sivananda Sena leading the devotees, getting
delayed while he pays the toll, Lord Nityananda becoming
angry with him and kicking him ... Sivananda Sena was happy
to receive Lord Nityananda’s kick and thanked Him. The Lord
then embraced him in love. | know my reading is light. I say it’s
because | cant take pressure— 1 get headaches. Still, 1 know
I’'m doing the right thing in excluding other activities and stay-
ing with the book because | want to.

Dear Lord, | pray that my casual reading, apparently with
no deep bhava, will nevertheless fructify. If | show You that |
have no other shelter and no other desire but to read books like
the Caitanya-caritamrta, then You will increase my devotional
sentiment. | promise to share what | read with the devotees.

In this chapter it begins: descriptions of the Lord’s intense
feelings of separation from Krsna. During the day He was
happy to talk with the devotees, to accept their lunch invita-
tions, and to chant Hare Krsna with them, but at night He be-
came transcendentally morose and withdrew, along with His
intimate companions, into the mood of Srimatl Radharanl in
separation from Krsna. When | began reading and writing this
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diary, | thought | might stop before reaching the later chapters
describing the Lord’s madness. Now it looks like | will have
time to finish the whole Caitanya-caritamrta. It is unfortunate
that I read casually and too lightly. This will be especially true
for these later chapters. In this case, it’s because | can’t grasp
much of it. Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml encourages us to read
it anyway, even if we fail to understand. I’'m just like a child at-
tending a lecture and not being able to understand what the
speaker is talking about. When the speaker becomes grave, |
may become grave, and when he laughs, | may too, but it is all
over my head. Nevertheless, as Prabhupada used to say, the
transcendental vibration alone is purifying.

In this section, there’s a memorable discussion where Lord
Caitanya thanks the devotees for coming every year from Ben-
gal. He acknowledges that it must be difficult for them to
come, although He just stays in one place to receive them. The
exchange becomes intense and the devotees and the Lord cry
and embrace. The devotees become so affected by this that they
cannot return to Bengal and they stay for another week. Only
when Lord Caitanya calms them down are they able to leave.
“The Lord bound everyone by His transcendental mercy. Who
can repay his debt for the mercy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu?”
(Cc. Antya 12.83)

Jagadananda Pandita went on a mission to Bengal to see
Mother Sad and the other devotees of the Lord in Navadvlpa.
When they gained Jagadananda’s association, the devotees
thought that they had directly gained the association of the
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Lord. He told them many intimate pastimes that the Lord had
performed. They were blissful to hear them and they kept Ja-
gadananda Pandita in their homes without letting him go.

W ith the help of Sivananda Sena, Jagadananda Pandita pre-
pared a large clay pot filled with scented sandalwood oil. You
know what happened when he delivered this to Govinda for
Lord Caitanya’s use. If the occasion arises naturally, tell some-
one about it. Tell them especially about Jagadananda Pandita’s
anger, his fasting, and how Lord Caitanya called him after three
days to cook for Him. Repeating these pastimes is good for
everyone; they can make us forget the material world and draw
us to the lotus feet of Lord Caitanya and His devotees. Or
would we prefer to be dogs or playthings of maya with her myr-
iad of interests and topics?

NOON

I’'m feeling more satisfied about the combination of reading
and writing. Perhaps it comes from lowering my sights. I’'m not
so ambitious as to think I’'m going to attain an extraordinary,
permanent samadhi in literature. Not yet. Similarly, 1 don’t ex-
pect some extraordinary combination of free-writing and read-
ing to take place. Furthermore, my time is stolen by headaches
and that makes me grateful for when a headache clears and | get
free time to read and write. Therefore it’s precious.

For almost two weeks since I've been here the weather has
been mild and sunny almost every day, which is unusual for
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Ireland. How long can it hold out? It doesn’t really matter. We
have a stout house, so I am undisturbed by wind and rain. Ifit
gets too stormy, however, | won’t be able to cross the lake to go
and see Radha-Govinda. In any case, | have the Caitanya-
caritamrta. | pray that this book is not taken from me. Even if
it were taken from me (as happened to the pilgrim in The Way
of The Pilgrim when he lost his Philokalia), | pray to remember
the pastimes and incidents. | know that’s not enough: | want
the precise and recent touch of the words and details; not im-
ages floating up from a faulty memory but straight from
Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml and Prabhupada. In Kali-yuga we
need books. Books are the basis. “Without reading, how can
you preach?”

Lord Caitanya gave Jagadananda Pandita instructions for
his visit to Vrndavana. He told him not to associate intimately
with the devotees of Vrndavana and Mathura, who were on the
platform of raga-marga, so as not to become disrespectful to-
ward them. He also told him to stay always in the company of
Sanatana Gosvaml. “You should remain in Vrndavana for only
a short time and then return here as soon as possible.” Pra-
bhupada comments, “ . . . those who have not attained the
stage of spontaneous love for Krsna should not live in Vrnda-
vana very long.” This is because “familiarity breeds contempt.”

In the incident of Lord Caitanya running toward the female
singer who was singing Gita-govinda, the Lord had lost exter-
nal consciousness. At the last moment, Govinda caught up
with Him and said, “It is a woman singing!” Lord Caitanya
then thanked Govinda, “You have saved My life.”
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“My dear Govinda, you should stay with Me always. There
isdanger anywhere and everywhere; therefore you should pro-
tect Me very carefully.” (Cc. Antya 13.87)

| feel like this too— aware that there is danger everywhere
and wishing that an assistant would protect me. | want to be
protected from loud, slamming doors, from police, from rob-
bers on the highway, from complications that arise when we
cross borders, from the encroaching feebleness of old age, and
the encroaching dangers of Kali-yuga. How can | possibly ex-
pect this protection from another human being? The only re-
course is to take shelter in Krsna, and part of taking shelter is
helping others to understand Krsna’s shelter too.

In every chapter and on every page there are valuable in-
structions. | cannot attempt to note them all here in my diary,
but if I keep reading Cc., I'll be able to give valuable advice to
others at crucial times.

For example, there is the unavoidable purport where Pra-
bhupada says that generally those who get married cannot
make much advancement in spiritual consciousness. Lord Cai-
tanya advised Raghunatha Bhatta not to get married but to go
home and serve his aged parents. Prabhupada comments that
the advice to take care of parents was only because they were
Vaisnavas. “One might ask, ‘Why shouldnt ordinary parents
be served?’ ... parents who cannot enlighten their offspring in
Krsna consciousness cannot be accepted as a real father and
mother. The following verse from the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu
confirms the uselessness of serving ordinary parents...” (Cc.
Antya 13.113, purport)
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Lord Caitanya also advised Raghunatha Bhatta, “Try to
study Srimad-Bhagavatam from a pure Vaisnava who has real-
ized God.” | think we may take that as an instruction to read
Prabhupada’s Srimad-Bhagavatam purports. Ifwe are enthusi-
astic to do so, in the mood of Raghunatha Bhatta following
Lord Caitanya’s order, then one day we may become eligible to
recite Srimad-Bhagavatam directly for the Lord’s pleasure.

After Raghunatha Bhatta’s parents died, he went to Lord
Caitanya and surrendered in the renounced order. After eight
months with the Lord in Nllacala, Lord Caitanya sent him to
Vrndavana. “In Vrndavana you should chant the Hare Krsna
mantra twenty-four hours a day and read Srimad-Bhagavatam
continuously. Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, will
very soon bestow His mercy upon you.” (Cc. Antya 13.121)

How expert and wonderful is Lord Caitanya in giving spe-
cific instructions to each of His devotees. Exactly why He does
so is His own business, yet it is also the best method for each
devotee’s deliverance.

Another characteristic of Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvaml is
that “He would not listen to blasphemy of a Vaisnava, nor
would he listen to talk of a Vaisnava’s misbehavior.”

Prabhupada remarks that even if someone is misbhehaving
and is serving maya, in a higher sense he is still a servant of
Krsna. The maha-bhagavata devotee has this vision.

When | hear about Raghunatha Bhatta’s faithful following
of his guru, Lord Caitanya, | think of the wonderful results we
receive from following the guru. And when I hear how he took
the tulasl garland and prasadam of Lord Jagannatha that Lord
Caitanya gave him and worshiped them, | think of the benefit

146 Cc. Asraya



and efficacy of worshiping my Prabhupada murti. One who
does these things with faith will receive inestimable benefit. We
don’t have to invent some extraordinary method to make ad-
vancement. We simply have to capitalize on whatever mercy we
have already been given by the guru.

In lectio divina, God speaks to and addresses each person indi-
vidually, and the reader must give himself as best he can to the
word of God ... the monk is not only a reader. He’s also a lis-
tener— he hears and welcomes the word in his own heart.

The sastras are written for everyone, and in that sense, they
are general instructions. For example, in Bhagavad-glta, al-
though Krsna speaks individually to Arjuna, His words are
meant for everyone.

But who is this “everyone”? Each of us are individuals. If we
perk up our ears nicely, we can hear Krsna talking to us indi-
vidually. Individuals. We never give up our individuality. Krsna
is capable of personally speaking to each of us because He has
expanded into everyone’s heart.

The so-called general instructions of sastra may be personally
embraced, but this is not always easy. Most of us remain general
readers of the instructions of Krsna or we hear the pastimes in a
distant way and don’t identify with them or embrace them. We
don’t get inspired in an individual sense. We don’t dare.

We have to learn to listen carefully and pray to understand
the instructions in a personal way. This is not the same thing as
interpreting the sastras or thinking we have become God or
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even advanced devotees. Nevertheless, Krsna’s sastras are like
the sun that shines everywhere, or like the moon that shines
even in the home ofthe outcast.

4:30 P.M., TEMPLE ROOM

Dear Radha and Krsna

please give me strength to

serve in the movement of

Lord Caitanya as ordered by Srila Prabhupada.
I’'m afraid of rats, mice, thugs...

get headaches and wince.

Please let me tolerate,

not jump or cave in

or blaspheme or neglect.

I have millions of miles to
go to attain even an ounce
of genuine spontaneous love.
But You can grant it.

Please give me strength.

Please bring me to You, to
see You in Your temple.
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(Today Radha and Krsna wear pinkish outfits with a slight
purple tint, flouncy and shapely dress of Radharanl and Krsna’s
dhoti blowing in a breeze as He plays His flute.)

In the silent, empty temple room | hear the wind moving
and the building creaking. Elsewhere in this building, someone
is playing a tape and I can hear the sounds of people moving. |
don’t want to become overfamiliar, so | keep my visits short.
| pray to never leave Them, but to always serve Them and Their
pure devotee, to become courageous and to tolerate my fears.

6 P.M.

With Chapter Fourteen of Antya-lila there is an irrevocable
change in Cc. as Lord Caitanya’s feelings of separation are de-
scribed. From here on, Chapters 14-20, this is the one subject,
with increasing intensity: madness and transcendental pain.
The Lord’s devotees became distressed to see Him in this con-
dition. He was actually expressing the highest bliss. The bodily
transformations of transcendental ecstasy were never mani-
fested to this degree by any other person. We who dare to read
on from here must do so with care. Never presume to under-
stand it fully and never disbelieve or treat it cheaply. Itisan un-
usual mercy, this glimpse Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml and
Srila Prabhupada have given us.

“I shall now describe a very small portion of the activities
performed by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu with His mind, intelli-
gence and body when He was bewildered by strong feelings of
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separation from Krsna.” (Cc. Antya 14.1) The notebooks of
SvarQpa Damodara and Raghunatha dasa Gosvaml are the au-
thority for these pastimes. They were eyewitnesses.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s emotions exactly corresponded
to those of Srimatl Radharanl feeling separation from Krsna.
“Although Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Krsna Himself, He as-
sumed the complexion and emotions of Srimatl Radharanl
and remained in that status.” (Cc. Antya 14.14, purport)

Prabhupada makes the point that Lord Caitanya’s ecstasy
was unique and no one can experience it but Him. Yet He also
set an example. “Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu manifested Himself
to show that cultivation of love for Krsna in separation is the
easiest way of success for all living entities.” Some speculators
say that this may be easy for Krsna, but it’s difficult for anyone
else. Therefore we can approach Krsna in any way we like. “To
nullify this idea, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu demonstrated prac-
tically how one can achieve love of Krsna by adopting Srimatl
Radharanl’s mood in separation from Krsna.”

I don’t know exactly what this means in terms of practical
application, but certainly Prabhupada is keeping the field open
for devotees to follow what Lord Caitanya demonstrated.
Specifically, he means that we should not see Lord Caitanya as
Krsna Himself, which would be a disturbance to His mood.
Rather, we should see Him in the mood of the gopis, especially
Srimatl Radharanl, in separation from Krsna. Furthermore, as
directed by the spiritual master, devotees in our line may culti-
vate separation from Krsna as a bonafide path of expressing
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love of Godhead. Prabhupada sometimes says that we should
never think that we have become Krsna or even claim that we
have seen Krsna; we should serve Him in separation. “Don’t
try to see Krsna, but act in such a way that Krsna will see you.”
There are ways that even a neophyte devotee can serve in
separation, such as when he serves the guru’s vam. This is an
area in which it is easy to make mistakes, so we should be care-
ful to understand the guru’s instructions and to not concoct.
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SEPTEMBER 18, 1996

Lord Caitanya dreamt that He saw Lord Krsna and Srimati
Radharanl dancing in the midst of a circle of gopis. Lord Cai-
tanya thought, “Now | am with Krsna in Vrndavana.” He was
somewhat unhappy when Govinda woke him and He under-
stood that He was only dreaming.

It seems now that there is nothing to write except a review
ofthe book. Then the reader ofthis diary might as well read the
book him or herself. If | make no comments on the text, | will
be left to write of my little life: “Reluctant to rise at midnight
when the alarm went off. Was dreaming of riding on a train
with no home or destination. Put that behind you and try to
read. The collie is barking in the night.”

Lord Caitanya called Govinda adi-vasya, “uncivilized
man,” when he ordered the woman to get down from the
Garuda-stambha after she had stepped on it and onto Lord
Caitanya’s shoulder. | think of the times Srila Prabhupada
used harsh words to reprimand his servants. | think he uttered
the word “rascal” when Hari Sauri almost spilled a bottle of
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mustard oil. He had that power. His use of such words did not
mean that he hated or abused his disciples. Lord Caitanya was
expressing something, not condemning. He was pointing out
that Govinda was wrong to check the enthusiasm of the
woman devotee. It humbles a servant and puts him in his
place, provided he can accept the reprimand submissively
without his false ego getting in the way. “Let my master use a
word like ‘rascal’,” he thinks. “It’s all right.” Sivananda Sena
was happy to be kicked by Lord Nityananda and he said,
“Today You have accepted me as Your servant and have prop-
erly punished me for my offense.”

Yet the enthusiastic woman did disturb the Lord’s mood.
He had been seeing Lord Jagannatha as Lord Krsna in Vrnda-
vana playing His flute, but after seeing the woman, His exter-
nal consciousness returned and He saw the Deity forms of
Lord Jagannatha, Subhadra, and Lord Balarama as they ap-
peared at Kuruksetra.

This was the second time in the day that He had seen Lord
Krsna in Vrndavana and then lost the vision. He became mo-
rose and when at home, He sat and was blinded with tears.
“l found Krsna, the Lord of Vrndavana, but | have lost Him
again. Who has taken My Krsna? Where have | come?” (Cc.
Antya 14.37)

We watch this from afar as if watching a brilliant star in the
sky. Prabhupada invites us to hear this, even from our lowly
position. “Unless one is a very highly advanced devotee, he
cannot understand these intricate feelings. The author of Sri
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Caitanya-caritamrta, however, has tried to explain this divyon-
mada as far as possible, and it is our duty simply to appreciate
it as far as possible. Therefore the author has made the follow-
ing request in verse 11:... ‘My dear readers, simply try to hear
this description with faith and love. That will help you to un-
derstand transcendental ecstasy, and at last you will achieve
love of Godhead very easily.”

Again Srlla Prabhupada mentions that Lord Caitanya
“showed by His practical example” how we can cultivate the
mood of the gopis in separation from Krsna. The “example” of
being in the mood of Radharanl is not something to follow—
only Lord Caitanya could have the abhimana of Srimatl
Radharanl—but one can follow the servant of the servant of
the servant (a thousand times removed) of Srimatl Radharanl.
This is the example, rather than worshiping the Lord in His
Vaikuntha opulence or by impersonal merging in Brahman.

Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml gives us an inside view of Lord
Caitanya’s consciousness. By the miracle of reading submis-
sively, we can understand what even most devotees of Lord
Caitanya who were associating with Him could not see in de-
tail. This is similar to reading Krsna book, where we are al-
lowed to see that it is actually Krsna who Kills the demons in
His babyhood, even though the residents of Vrndavana cannot
understand it. Of course, it is much better to be a resident of
Vrndavana than to be a poor-hearted reader of scripture, but if
we can possibly open up wholeheartedly to scripture, then by
the great mercy of the transcendental authors, we may be
transported into an intimate view of Krsna or Lord Caitanya.
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Yogamaya can work on a reader so that he thinks that the scrip-
ture is actually unfolding before his eyes and that external
events in his life are less consequential. We saw this in the ex-
ample of the brahmana devotee of Lord Rama who sat morose
and refused to cook because he was thinking of Rama in sepa-
ration from Slta.

How mistaken we are when we think, “I have read this chap-
ter before. | know about the Lord’s madness in separation.” If
we actually knew what we were reading, we would lose interest
in our bodily activities and errant mental life. We would cry
tears on hearing of Lord Caitanya’s tears. Still, Krsnadasa
Kaviraja, although knowing that almost all his readers are not
up to this, invites us to hear with faith in a simple way. Thus
with great mercy he tells us, although we are not qualified, how
Lord Caitanya would reveal to Svarupa Damodara and Rama-
nanda Raya the feelings of His mind.

Lord Caitanya felt that He had suddenly acquired a precious
gem but then lost it. Recalling the attributes of that gem He
lamented. “ ... ‘Alas, where is My Lord Hari? Where is Hari?’ Fi-
nally He became restless and lost all patience.” (Cc. Antya 14.42)

At moments like this Svarupa Damodara and Ramananda
Raya were expert in easing the Lord’s lamentation. They acted
exactly like Radharam’s intimate associates Lalita and Visakha.

Lord Caitanya felt all ten bodily transformations of ecstasy
in separation from Krsna which Srlmati Radharam felt, as
described by 5>rila Rupa Gosvaml in Ujjvala-mlamani (Antya
14.53, purport).
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4 AM.

It seems more inappropriate than ever to introduce thoughts
other than Cc. now that | am reading the last chapters of Antya-
lila. Shall I pretend that I think of nothing else? Or shall I at least
spare the page from my thoughts, which may detract from the
notes on Lord Caitanya’s separation? Is it unholy to intrude
with the other? My whole writing approach has been to allow
for mixtures in the name of honesty. I don’t think | should give
that up now. We will have to go from the sublime to the ridicu-
lous and back to the sublime until we attain samadhi. But yes, |
shall try to refrain.

If | do nonsense acts, then | may feel impelled to report
them. If I don’t indulge in nonsense, then there will be no need
to record it. Lord Caitanya is in the Gambhlra and I am reading
about it. On the side I'm also looking through Churning the
Milk Ocean and occasionally at Merton’sjournal. I’'m hoping to
finish reading Cc. before the mail arrives. | don’t want to rush
the reading, especially now, because Lord Caitanya’s pastimes
are a continuous wave from the fourteenth chapter on. I want
to respect that wave.

Because of paying attention to Cc., and especially because of
my weak health, I told them | would not give the lecture at the
temple on Radhastaml, but now I think I could give a lecture
without having to prepare for it separately because | have been
reading Cc. | can describe Lord Caitanya’s feelings in the mood
of Radharanl. There are strings of verses where He spoke exactly
as if He were Radha in madness. For example, when He tasted
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the prasadam and then talked of the flute which tastes Krsna’s
lips: “Where is Krsna?”

Reading is, more accurately, a “listening” and a “hearing”, at-
tuned to the inspired word and attentive to the Speaker ... In
all, my goal is to personalize the words, to real-ize them, as
God speaking to me now.

In other words, it’s a personal reciprocation. In the case of
Cc., there is certainly a speaker. The author is speaking and
often Lord Caitanya Himself speaks directly. Now Srlmatl Ra-
dharanl is speaking through Lord Caitanya. All these personal
voices are vibrating and we simply have to hear them. There-
fore, it’s nice to break out of the old mold, the old conception
of reading, and refer to it is as listening, hearing.

Make the words personal and real. This is not a concoction.
It’salready personal, but I tend to take it as impersonal or inat-
tentive. I don't realize | am being spoken to. | like the opening
up ofthe word “real-ize” to show that it means “to make real.”
| often think like that, that | wish I could understand the real-
ity of SrImatl Radharanl, the reality of Krsna. It becomes un-
real, or we think it’s mythological, so to realize means to make
it real for us—true, as actual events.

Ofcourse, when we hear of Lord Caitanya’s ecstasies in the
Gambhlra, that’s not so easy to personalize. It’s not something
we can apply in a utilitarian way. We must be careful not to
take it cheaply like the prakrta-sahajiyas. Still, such pastimes
are personal in the sense that they wake us up to the goal of
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spiritual life. These pastimes are coming to our hearts. We are
meant to read them and be nourished by them, to follow them
according to Prabhupada’s directions. That is, to hear faith-
fully and to take in whatever we can, according to our capacity.

Let’s repeat that lectio point: “My goal is to personalize the
words, to real-ize them,” as Krsna speaking to me now. The
opposite of this goal would be to read the words impersonally,
to think of them as unreal, not to think that God is speaking to
us, and to think that whatever is in the scripture happened
long, long ago somewhere else and is no longer relevant.

Reading about the ten bodily transformations Srimatl
Radharanl experiences is not light reading. We say too easily,
“Although it appears to be sadness, She is experiencing the
highest transcendental bliss.” Sometimes we think of “bliss” in
a neophyte way as something we experience while we still have
material desires. It was a “blissful” feast because there were so
many palatable preparations, ending with a dessert of hot
halava and cold sweet rice. It was a “blissful” kirtana because it
didn’t last too long or stir the emotions of painful separation.
It may be that a good portion of our “bliss” came from the fact
that we were dancing with abandon and not devotion, or that
we liked the beat. Srlmatl Radharanl’s unhappiness in separa-
tion, however, produces extreme conditions ofthinness, sleep-
lessness, disease. “My dear Lalita, kindly hear Me. | cannot
bear suffering the fever of separation from Krsna, nor can | ex-
plain itto you.... This fever produces more distress than poi-
son, and it is more piercing than a thunderbolt. | suffer exactly
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like someone almost dead from cholera. To be giving Me so
much pain, this fever must be very strong indeed.”

After his visit to Vrndavana, Uddhava reported to Krsna
that all the gopis were afflicted like mad persons, and they had
become thin and immersed in pain. “Because of separation
from You, all the gopis, especially Radharam, appear like dried-
up water holes under the scorching heat of the sun.”

The gopis risked everything to love Krsna, and it appears that
they lost when He left them. Actually, they are the winners, the
most fortunate of all—but what they go through is incompre-
hensible to me. 1think we fear having similar experiences, just
as we fear other miseries and dangers. Only those who actually
enter this rasa, such as Lord Caitanya’s intimate friends, Sva-
rupa Damodara and Ramananda Raya, can understand what is
going on.

The chapter describes a time when Lord Caitanya left His
inner room, even though the three doors were locked. Devo-
tees found Him at the Sirhha-dvara gate. He was unconscious
and His body was elongated. By chanting Hare Krsna into His
ear, they brought Him back to consciousness. He looked
around, surprised. They brought Him back to His room and
explained what had happened. Lord Caitanya said that He did
not remember any of what they described. All He knew was
that “l saw My Krsna, but only for an instant. He appeared be-
fore Me, and then, like lightning, immediately disappeared.”
(Cc. Antya 14.78)
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Also described is Lord Caitanya’s running after a sand dune
on the beach at Purl, mistaking it for Govardhana Hill. This
time He again lost external consciousness. The devotees caught
up to Him and chanted Hare Krsna, but only after a long time
did the Lord return to partial consciousness. As He stood up,
He looked here and there trying to see something. He said,
“Who has brought Me here from Govardhana Hill? | was seeing
Lord Krsna’s pastimes, but now | cannot see them.”

As | read this and write these notes, | hear a car pull up to the
house. Maybe it’s the mail package from America. The last one
took only five days to arrive by airmail, but it wasn’t well stapled
and it opened in transit. It doesn’t seem like anything fell out.
At least two more packages are due to arrive here before we
leave. Now it’s less than two weeks before October 1.

The weather is still holding up—blowy but not rainy, not
overcast. The room is brightened when | open the curtains after
my post-breakfast rest.

Earlier this morning | read two poems by Irish poets to
Madhu, both about British atrocities in Ireland. Madhu imme-
diately began to speak about the issues of military intervention
and economic oppression—and not about the poems. What
did I expect? The poems were full of emotion about injustice.
Maybe I’'m supposed to write poems from a similar angle of a
devotee’s injustice in this world.

As | attempt to read Cc., details of the massacre that took
place in Smerwick and Kerry run through my mind.
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“When Krsna and Srlmatl Radharam entered a cave to-
gether, the other gopisasked Me to pick some flowers. Just then,
all of you made a tumultuous sound and carried Me from there
to this place.” (Cc. Antya 14.109-10).

These are some of the Lord’s extraordinary pastimes during
His later years that are not recorded in the Caitanya-bhagavata.
Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml heard them directly from Raghu-
natha Gosvaml and read them in Svarupa Damodara’s note-
books. We accept them as facts because they were recorded by
such reliable persons.

Now I’'m reading Chapter Fifteen. In the pre-chapter sum-
mary, Prabhupada writes, “The Lord experienced all eight kinds
of ecstatic transformations, and He relished them very much.”
It’s reassuring to be reminded that the transcendental madness
and apparent pain of the Lord was actually a cause of His rel-
ishing spiritual happiness. Otherwise, as we read some of these
events, they appear distressful. Devotees become anxious and
sometimes cry, worrying for the life of the Lord.

Sometimes in the evening Lord Caitanya would first recite a
verse spoken by Srimatl Radharam explaining the cause of Her
anxiety and restlessness. Then He would explain that verse in
His own words to Svarupa Damodara and Ramananda Raya.
His explanation was not from the viewpoint of a scholar expli-
cating a verse, but as Srlmatl Radharam Herself expanding on
the meaning of Her own feelings.

Radharam described how each of Her five senses all wanted
to run to taste the nectar of Krsna’s form, aroma, bodily touch,
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flute song, etc. The simultaneous desire of all the senses created
a chaos of emotions.

One day while going to the beach, Lord Caitanya mistook a
garden for Vrndavana and He entered it. He roamed about in
the mood ofthe gopis searching for Krsna after He disappeared
from the rasa dance.

The gopisasked the trees, creepers, deer, and other creatures
for the whereabouts of Krsna, but no one gave them informa-
tion. As the gopiswandered onto the beach by the Yamuna and
suddenly saw Krsna standing beneath a kadamba tree, so Lord
Caitanya saw Krsna’s transcendental beauty and fell down on
the ground unconscious.

What we hear may be more than the words in themselves con-
vey. The Spirit who vivifies them is Himself the meaning, ex-
pressed through the words even more than by them.

I’'m not exactly sure what the Christian author of these
words intends here. She’s referring to a state “too deep for
words.” We value the words of the scripture, such as the words
spoken by Lord Caitanya and His explanations in Srimatl Rad-
haranfs mood as absolute sound vibration. The words are not
material; they are failing attempts to describe something that
cannot be uttered. In another sense, however, the ecstasies and
states described are indescribable. Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml
has stated this at the beginning of Chapter Fourteen: “Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu’s emotion of transcendental madness in
separation from Krsna is very deep and mysterious. Even
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though one is very advanced and learned, he cannot under-
stand it. How can one describe unfathomable subject matters?
It is possible only if Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu gives him the ca-
pability.” (Cc. Antya 14.5-6)

Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml’s words are similar to the lec-
tio divina statement. The person who spoke the words is Him -
selfthe message. If He blesses us, we will be able to understand
His words. In any case, the words of scripture are absolute, as
are the names in the Hare Krsna mantra. But not everyone can
enter them. They are too deep for most souls, even for practic-
ing devotees.

It’s possible that Krsna in the heart could convey to a fortu-
nate reader meanings in addition to and even beyond what is
stated in the scripture. Sometimes it appears, for example, that
Srlla Visvanatha Cakravartl Thakura seems to hear meanings
which may even have escaped Srlla Vyasadeva in his composi-
tion of a Srimad-Bhagavatam verse. At the same time,
Visvanatha Cakravartl, Rupa Gosvaml, and all the great com-
mentators worship Srlla Vyasadeva’s words. The words of the
scriptures are an ocean of meanings and we may taste them ac-
cording to our ability to dive deep.

“[Lord Siva said:] ‘I may know; Sukadeva Gosvaml, the son
of Vyasadeva, may know; and Vyasadeva may know or may
not know the Srimad-Bhagavatam. On the whole, the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, the spotless Puratta, can be learned only through
devotional service, not by material intelligence, speculative
methods or imaginary commentaries.” (Cc. Madhya 24.313)
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“Srimad-Bhagavatam is as great as Krsna, the Supreme
Lord and the shelter of everything. In each and every verse of
Srimad-Bhagavatam and in each and every syllable, there are
various meanings.” (Cc. Madhya 24.318)

| gave the example in Japa Reform Notebook of multi-track
tape recordings. Although technically speaking | don’t know
what they actually are, the analogy | intended was that we may
simultaneously have different levels of consciousness. The
most important one is the level on which we chant Hare Krsna
attentively. Inevitably there will be other tracks playing simul-
taneously, and sometimes we cannot control what track we are
on. As long as we know where that important track is located,
however, we can snap back to it. Ifit’s running well when we
get there, that’s a big gain. Similarly in reading, it would be fu-
tile for me to even try to stay always in the specific shelter of the
verses and topics of Caitanya-caritamrta. That’s possible for
someone, but not me, not now. But if | can establish firm faith
in the sastra and have an abiding taste for it, then whenever |
get a chance—and | hope that will be regularly within every
twenty-four hours— I’ll go back to the sastra. When | go back,
it will be with taste, purity, and real interest. I’ll even think,
“Ah, now I’'m in my real home again.”

I am made up of many things, but the best part is my Krsna
consciousness. Factually, Krsna consciousness is not a part but
the whole. In the immature stage of spiritual life, however,
we are fractured. We will become whole again when we learn
to give priority to that part of our life which is most purely
Krsna conscious—the bhakti practices beginning with chant-
ing and hearing.
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Lord Caitanya’s speaking of the beauty of Krsna’s body is
too rich for me. My mind become restless and | look ahead to
see how many verses there are of this nature. I look for the re-
liefofabreak where Lord Caitanya will again be present on the
page as a person relating to His devotees. The thick block of
pure krsna-katha is full of poetic metaphors: “The luster of
Krsna’s body is as beautiful as a spotless full moon that has just
risen, and the vibration of His flute sounds exactly like the
sweet thundering of a newly formed cloud.” Why is this too
much for me? Why can’t | sit still and hear it peacefully? I think
it is the sustained rush of metaphors and of concentration on
Krsna’s form. | am simply not able to take it in because my
mind is not elevated enough. A lover of Krsna would swoon to
hear it, but others become fidgety.

“In a faltering voice, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu again said,
‘Alas, go on reading, Rama Raya.” (Cc. Antya 15.69)

If I were to read a series of these verses aloud to an audience,
it would be difficult to hold their attention. Or | might be sus-
pected of sahajiyism because we are wary of too much conjugal
rasa talk in ISKCON. But no one can say that Srila Prabhupada
is not giving us the full nectar of ujjvala-rasa. It will be here
waiting for us when we are qualified. Many of the verses attrib-
uted to Lord Caitanya in this chapter also appear in Govinda-
lilamrta, also by Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml.

“The pastimes of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu are unlimited: it
is not possible to write ofthem properly. I can only give an in-
dication of them as I try to introduce them.” (Cc. Antya 15.98)
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Chapter Sixteen begins with the account of Kalidasa, who
loved to eat the remnants of food offered to the Vaisnavas. He
had great faith in the spiritual potency of such remnants. He
also asked all the Vaisnavas, regardless of caste, to bestow upon
him the dust of their feet. When Kalidasa went to Jagannatha
Purl, Lord Caitanya, knowing of his full faith in the Vaisnavas,
gave him special mercy. He allowed Kalidasa to drink the water
that was used to wash His feet before entering Lord Jagan-
natha’s temple. No one else was ever allowed to take this water,
but Kalidasa received special mercy. Because Kalidasa was so
eager to take the scraps from the leaf plates of all the Vaisnavas
even after they had been thrown in the garbage, Lord Caitanya
awarded his faith by giving him His own food remnants.

“The dust of the feet ofa devotee, the water that has washed
the feet of a devotee, and the remnants of food left by a devo-
tee are three very powerful substances. By rendering service to
these three, one attains the supreme goal of ecstatic love for
Krsna. In all the revealed scriptures this is loudly declared again
and again.” (Cc. Antya 16.60-61)

NIGHT NOTES

Today while lying down with a headache, it occurred to me
that I’'m not physically fit to travel in the van as we had sched-
uled on October 1st. I think I will have to stay in this place for
the time being. I’ll probably finish reading Cc. and writing my
notes by next week. Then | may read and write about some-
thing else.
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SEPTEMBER 19, 1996

This chapter next describes Purldasa, the young son of Siva-
nanda Sena, who would not chant Krsna’s name when asked to
do so in front of Lord Caitanya. At the Lord’s bidding, how-
ever, the seven-year-old boy composed a wonderful Sanskrit
verse praising Lord Krsna.

“Throughout the entire day and night, Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu directly relished Krsna’s beauty, fragrance and mellow
as if He were touching Krsna hand to hand.” (Cc. Antya 16.79)

Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvaml prays, “May that Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu rise within my heart and thus make me
mad also.”

While in the temple, the servants of Lord Jagannatha gave
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu some of Lord Jagannatha’s prasa-
dam. The Lord tasted it and this led to a whole train of ecstatic
emotions and words as described in this Chapter Sixteen,
which is titled, “Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu Tastes Nectar
from the Lips of Lord Sri Krsna.” Lord Caitanya said that the
prasadam was so nectarean because, “These are remnants of
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food that Krsna has eaten and thus turned to nectar with His
lips.” Anyone who obtains even a small portion of prasadam is
very fortunate.

In the evening, Lord Caitanya gathered with His devotees,
shared some remnants of Lord Jagannatha’s prasadam, and ju-
bilantly discussed its meaning in connection with Krsna’s pas-
times. He requested the devotees to consider that the
prasadam’s wonderful taste was not due to its material combi-
nations but to the taste of Krsna’s lips. “Now taste it with great
faith and devotion.”

Ramananda Raya recited a Srimad-Bhagavatam verse by the
gopis on the nectar of Krsna’s lips. Lord Caitanya recited a sim-
ilar verse and, talking like a madman, explained the meaning.
Speaking in the mood of Srimat! Radharanl, Lord Caitanya de-
scribed the impudence of Krsna’s flute, which steals the nectar
from His lips.

“Thereupon, the flute said angrily to Me, ‘Give up Your
shame, fear and religion and come drink from the lips of Krsna.
On that condition, | shall give up my attachment for them. If
You do not give up Your shame and fear, however, I shall con-
tinuously drink the nectar of Krsna’s lips. 1 am slightly fearful
because You also have the right to drink that nectar, but as for
the others, I consider them like straw.” (Cc. Antya 16.126)

Reading verses like this takes us beyond “lectio divina™ in the
Christian sense. There is nothing as confidential as this except
in the Krsna conscious scriptures. We cannot enter this mood,
but we regard it as the topmost expression of the spiritual
kingdom. This is not “God consciousness” in reverence, but
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something else. It is Srimatl Radharanl’s krsna-prema described
by Lord Krsna in His form as Lord Caitanya. Thus the confi-
dential meaning of Lord Caitanya’s advent, which was out-
lined in the fourth chapter of Adi-lila, is now more fully
demonstrated.

Tomorrow is Radhastaml. If I don’t get a headache, I plan to
go over to the temple to attend the noon arati. After that, | am
scheduled to speak. | may speak about Lord Caitanya in the
mood of Srimatl Radharanl tasting separation from Krsna. No
one but Lord Caitanya can taste such depth of separation,
yet He teaches us to take it up in parampara. This is the goal of
our spiritual practices, not attainment of Vaikuntha or imper-
sonal Brahman.

Srlmatl Radharanl’s position is very confidential. | may also
speak from Chapter Sixteen about prasadam. Immediately after
my talk, the feast will be served. We are not really qualified to
think of krsna-prasadam as the nectar of Krsna’s lips the way
Lord Caitanya and Ramananda Raya did, but nevertheless as
stated in this chapter, “There are persons who are unfit to drink
that nectar but who nevertheless drink it continuously, whereas
some who are suitable never get it and thus die of greed. It is
therefore to be understood that such an unfit person must have
obtained the nectar of Krsna’s lips on the strength of some aus-
terity.” (Cc. Antya 16.137-138)

It appears to me that we are honoring krsna-prasadam on the
strength of Prabhupada’s mercy. Even though we still have a de-
sire to taste palatable food and to fill our bellies, and therefore
we are looking forward to special preps like “Radha Red” plum
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chutney, still, we can become purified by offering the bhoga
and trying to honor it as krsna-prasadam. | will encourage us
to try to actually honor it and not just gobble it down. We
should take prasadam in the mood of spiritual gratitude.

“Expecting the mercy of Svarupa, Rupa, Sanatana and
Raghunatha dasa, and taking their lotus feet on my head, I, the
most fallen Krsnadasa, continue chanting the epic Sri Cai-
tanya-caritamrta, which is sweeter than the nectar of transcen-
dental bliss.” (Cc. Antya 16.151)

Chapter Seventeen is “The Bodily Transformations of Lord
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.” Again Lord Caitanya heard Sri
Krsna’s flute and was able to leave His room, even though the
doors were locked. The devotees searched for Him and found
Him in a cowshed near the Simha-dvara gate. He was uncon-
scious, transformed into a tortoise-like shape. “Externally He
was completely inert, but within He felt overwhelming tran-
scendental bliss.” (Cc. Antya 17.17)

The devotees brought Lord Caitanya back to His room,
where He became externally conscious and told them that He
had just been with Krsna and the gopis. Since His devotees had
brought Him back, He said He could no longer hear the
nectarean voices of Krsna and the gopis. “My ears are dying of
thirst. Please recite something to quench this thirst. Let Me
hear it.”

In perfect response, Svarupa Damodara recited a verse from
Srimad-Bhagavatam where the gopis declare to Krsna that His
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beauty and flute-song conquer all living beings. Hearing this
verse, Lord Caitanya began to ecstatically explain it in His own
words. The gopis were speaking in anger asking Krsna—who
was neglecting them after they had come to join Him in the for-
est—to give up His tricks.

Then Lord Caitanya recited a verse spoken by Srimat!
Radharanl and went on personally explaining it in a mood of
loving anger toward Krsna.

Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml gives us just a glimpse of Lord
Caitanya’s behavior, which continued day and night in a de-
ranged way with all ecstatic transformations.

“What can a poor creature like me describe of those trans-
formations? | can give only a hint of them, as if showing the
moon through the branches of a tree. This description, how-
ever, will satisfy the mind and ears of anyone who hears it, and
he will be able to understand these uncommon activities of deep
ecstatic love for Krsna.” (Cc. Antya 17.65-66)

“Worship the lotus feet of Sr! Caitanya Mahaprabhu in all re-
spects. Only in this way will you achieve the nectarean treasure
of ecstatic love for Krsna.” (Cc. Antya 17.69)

Chapter Eighteen is called, “Rescuing the Lord from the Sea.”

The author of Cc. says that Lord Caitanya explained the
meaning of all the verses of rasa-lila in Srimad-Bhagavatam.
That means that for each verse Svarupa Damodara recited, Lord
Caitanya would explain it in that mad, ecstatic way, and while
doing so, the Lord would sometimes fall unconscious. “To ex-
plain fully all those verses and all the transformations that took
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place in the Lord’s body would require a very large volume.”
(Cc. Antya 18.10) Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml emphasizes
that he has only described the mad speeches and bodily trans-
formations of the Lord in brief. Even Ananta Sesa with his one
thousand hoods could not describe a single day’s pastimes of
Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. “He would find them impossible
to describe fully.”

“If Ganesa, Lord Siva’s son and the expert scribe of the
demigods, tried for millions of millenniums to fully describe
one day of the Lord’s pastimes, he would be unable to find
their limit.” (Cc. Antya 18.14)

Even Lord Krsna cannot estimate the limits of such emo-
tions. In order to try to understand the moods of ecstatic love
of His devotee, Krsna accepted the role of a devotee to taste it
fully. Ecstatic love of Krsna is like a big ocean in which endless
waves are rising every moment. No one can estimate its limits.
“When an ordinary living entity describes the pastimes of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, he purifies himself by touching one
drop of that great ocean.” (Cc. Antya 18.23)

After Svarupa Damodara recited the sloka about Lord Krsna
entering the Yamuna with the gopis, Lord Caitanya took a walk
on the beach and then mistook the sea to be the Yamuna. He
was then carried by the waves down to the Konarka temple.
The devotees finally found Him in a fisherman’s net. The fish-
erman had himselfbecome mad with love of Krsna after he had
touched the Lord’s body.

The devotees placed Him on a cloth and cleaned His body.
When the Lord became half-conscious, He began talking not to
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them, but to the sky. He said, “Seeing the river Yamuna ... |
went to Vrndavana. There | saw the son of Nanda Maharaja per-
forming His sporting pastimes in the water.” (Cc. Antya 18.80)

Mostly Lord Caitanya felt Himself in the mood of Srimatl
Radharam, but sometimes He was like an assistant gopi in the
company ofother gopis observing and serving in the pastimes of
Radha and Krsna. In this water pastime, He was standing on the
bank of the Yamuna and watching the pastimes of Krsna with
the gopis. Therefore during the perilous time when the devotees
understood that Lord Caitanya had been swept away in the
ocean and caught in the fisherman’s net, the Lord had actually
been deeply immersed in another kind of ocean, and in a dif-
ferent kind of pastime. He was not aware of the outer pastimes
but the pastimes of Krsna and the gopis sporting in the Yamuna.
He then described all those pastimes and His devotees heard
them with great astonishment and relish.

Srlla Prabhupada gives very few purports to this confidential
chapter and | dare not enter with comments of my own.

In Chapter Nineteen, we hear ofthe Lord’s great devotion to
His mother. Every year He sent Jagadananda Pandita with gifts
to visit Mother Sacl and the other devotees in Bengal. During
one visit, just as Jagadananda Pandita was about to return to
Purl, Advaita Acarya presented him with an equivocal sonnet to
be given to Lord Caitanya. When Jagadananda Pandita read the
sonnet to the Lord, Svarupa Damodara asked what it meant.
Lord Caitanya replied indirectly and indicated that His earthly
pastimes would soon end.
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“From that day on, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s emotional
state changed markedly; His feelings of separation from Krsna
doubled in intensity.” (Cc. Antya 19.30)

I am beginning to feel tongue-tied in this writing. | can com-
ment neither on the Lord’s external appearance nor on His in-
ternal mood because these last pastimes are too inconceivable.

To be honest, | am also looking forward to completing the
Cc. My taking shelter of the Caitanya-caritamrta and this writ-
ing are intimately connected to my canceling the travel plan
and to my staying in a convalescent state in this house. (Actu-
ally, I have been misusing the word “convalescence”. “Conva-
lescence” means the period of recovery after an illness. More
apt for me is “invalid,” because that refers to someone who lives
in a chronic state of ill health. This morning Madhu remarked,
“You’re worse off than you ever were. At least last summer you
were still able to travel.” I’m so sensitive to his remarks that |
thought he might have been hinting that I should travel. Then
he explained, “Whatever you do should be a response to your
low condition.”) I've almost finished the Cc. and that’s a sign
that | have to clearly face the decision whether or not to travel.

Lord Caitanya spoke in the mood and expressions of Srimatl
Radharanl as She shared Her confidences with Visakha about
how She felt when Akrura took Krsnato Mathura. The impetus
for all these ecstatic manifestations is usually a recitation from
the Tenth Canto or from the poetry of Krsna-karnamrta or
Gita-govinda. These verses serve as a springboard or ecstatic
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spark to inflame Lord Caitanya’s own ecstatic expressions. For
our own purposes, we can note that although Lord Caitanya’s
experiences are unique, He followed the time-honored
method ofdiscussing krsna-katha on the basis of scripture. We
too can read sections of scripture, especially in the company of
like-minded devotees, and speak something in parampara but
coming from our own hearts. While speaking, we should be
careful not to speak beyond our actual realization of Krsna
consciousness (or lack of it). That’s what | have been trying to
do in this Cc. Asraya. Because my life was full of mleccha activ-
ities, foolishness, and sin before | met Srlla Prabhupada, some-
times the scriptural verses springboard me not into ecstasy but
into unholy associations. | have reported some of that in my
writing in the name of honesty and with the intention to de-
tach myselffrom old foolishness. The only solution isto return
to the scriptures again and again for purification.

This chapter also contains the pastime of Lord Caitanya
rubbing His face against the walls of the Gambhlra and His
dancing at the appearance of Lord Krsna’s fragrance. At the
end of the chapter, Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml requests the
sincere readers to accept these unusual pastimes with full faith.
He gives evidence that Lord Caitanya’s madness is possible by
showing how it corresponds exactly with Srlmatl Radharanl’s
ecstasy. A similar mood is found in Krsna’s queens when they
remained awake at night speaking to the birds, the ocean, and
the moon.

“Just try to hear these topics with faith, for there is great
pleasure even in hearing them. That hearing will destroy all
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miseries pertaining to the body, mind and other living entities,
and the unhappiness of false arguments as well. Caitanya-
caritamrta is ever-increasingly fresh. Continuously hearing it
pacifies one’s heart and ear.” (Cc. Antya 19.110-11)

In the twentieth chapter we learn how Lord Caitanya spon-
taneously composed and tasted the meaning ofthe Siksastakam
prayers in the company of Svarupa Damodara and Ramananda
Raya. The chapter also reviews the entire Antya-lila. Then the
author makes his farewell.

Lord Caitanya teaches that our dormant love for Krsna is
easily awakened if we chant Hare Krsna. One who actually
chants the holy name thinks himself lower than the grass and
tolerates all obstacles. By this humble method of chanting, we
awaken our dormant love for Krsna.

“Wherever there is arelationship of love of Godhead, its nat-
ural symptom is that the devotee does not think himselfa devo-
tee. Instead, he always thinks that he has not even a drop oflove
for Krsna.” (Cc. Antya 20.28)

“Natural humility and eagerness then awoke in Lord Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu. He prayed to Krsna to be able to chant the
maha-mantra in ecstatic love.” (Cc. Antya 20.35)

Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml writes that the last verse of the
Siksastakam was spoken by Srlmatl Radharam to Her gopi
friends. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu recited the verse in the same
spirit and when He did so, He felt just like Srimatl Radharam.
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One time, Srlla Prabhupada described this verse to a room-
ful of guests at the 55th Street temple in New York City. He
turned to me and asked me to describe it. | began by repeating
in my own words whatever | had heard Prabhupada himself
say about it. Prabhupada interrupted me and made the central
point clear: “There is no business exchange.” The pure devotee
loves Krsna under all conditions, not like an ordinary religion-
ist who expects to be rewarded for his piety. “Krsna is the Lord
of My life in all conditions, whether He shows Me affection or
kills Me by giving Me unhappiness.” (Cc. Antya 20.49)

This is the greatest standard of devotional service, which
Srila Prabhupada has repeatedly cited in many “basic” lectures
on Bhagavad-gita. We are meant to satisfy Krsna’s senses, not
our own senses. When we act for sense gratification, we bring
only misery upon ourselves and others. It isan uncompromis-
ing standard, and we flinch when we hear Prabhupada state it
so boldly. It sounds so austere—he chops away all our poten-
tial enjoyment from food, music, loving relationships in this
world, work pursuits, etc.—and leaves us only with uninter-
rupted, unmotivated, pure bhakti. Prabhupada has assured us
repeatedly that such pure bhakti is easy to perform. We are,
after all, already using our senses in this world. We don’t have
to cease our engagements. All that Krsna is asking of us is that
we “change the account.” Instead of trying to deposit every-
thing in our own account, we should deposit it for Krsna.
Hearing Prabhupada’s masterful presentation, our material
minds become confused. Is it possible to easily follow what he
says? At least we know it’s imperative. Everything short of this
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standard is a sham in the name of religion. “This is the mental-
ity of fruitive workers who want to enjoy sense gratification by
making a show of service to Krsna.” (Cc. Antya 20.52, purport)

Although Radharanl and the gopis’ specific conjugal rela-
tionship with Krsna is something we cannot imitate and some-
thing we should not even dream of as long as we are burdened
by sex desire, nevertheless, the principle of unalloyed service to
Krsna is something that Prabhupada asks all devotees to take
up from the beginning of their devotional lives. This standard
is transcendental to the concept that we serve Krsna to please
ourselves. Srlmatl Radharanl says that if somehow Krsna de-
rives happiness from making Her miserable, She considers that
so-called misery Her greatest happiness.

In 1966, | wanted to quit my burdensome welfare job in
order to spend more time with Prabhupada and his boys. Pra-
bhupada told me | should not quit my job because | was doing
a valuable service by bringing money to the temple. To con-
vince me of the importance of the service, he told the story
cited by Radharanl in this last chapter of Antya-lila. It is the
story of a brahmana’ wife who pleased her husband by be-
coming the maidservant of a prostitute so that her husband
could enjoy the prostitute. The wife’s example of service to her
husband was what Prabhupada wanted to awaken in me. If |
could make the sacrifice and do something practical to please
Krsna, then that would be my real satisfaction, not some other
idea of what would please me in the name of spiritual life. By
Swamijl’s grace | was able to grasp the point and continue my
work, satisfied that | was doing the right thing even in terms of
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my own self-interest. Instead of becoming a freelance hippie, |
became his obedient son.

The author says that Lord Caitanya had formerly composed
the eight verses to teach people in general, but now He tasted
their meaning Himself. “If anyone recites or hears these eight
verses of instructions by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, his ecsta-
tic love and devotion for Krsna increase day by day.” (Cc.
Antya 20.65)

In verse 75 of this last chapter, Krsnadasa Kaviraja declares
that he is unable to elaborately describe all of Lord Caitanya’s
pastimes. Therefore, he proposes to end his description and
simply offers his obeisances to the Lord’s pastimes. Although
he says that he has given only a hint of the Itlas, he assures us
that we may attain a taste of all the pastimes of the Lord
through this hint.

Then he tells us frankly of his own physical maladies and old
age, which make him exhausted and unsteady. He says, in fact,
that he has not been the actual author ofthe book. He has been
writing by the mercy of Sri Govindadeva, Lord Caitanya, Lord
Nityananda, and other devotees. He also offers his prayers to
all the readers of the Caitanya-caritamrta, “After offering my
respectful obeisances to the lotus feet of all my Vaisnava read-
ers, | shall therefore end this description of the characteristics
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.” (Cc. Antya 20.78)

Later, Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml writes, “The mercy of
their lotus feet is my spiritual master, and my words are my
disciples that | have made dance in various ways. Seeing the
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fatigue of the disciples, the spiritual master has stopped mak-
ing them dance, and because that mercy no longer makes them
dance, my words now sit silently.” (Cc. Antya 20.147-48)

Srlla Prabhupada was inspired to compose his “Concluding
Words” at the end of his English translation and commentary.
It is significant that his words immediately turn toward prais-
ing his spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatl Tha-
kura, who gave him the order and inspiration to present Krsna
consciousness all over the world.

Srila Prabhupada briefly traces his own life and how he
molded his activities to follow the instructions his guru gave
him at their very first meeting and which he confirmed by let-
ter just before he disappeared from this world.

Prabhupada then mentions how he prepared many books,
but now was induced to translate Sri Caitanya-caritamrta. “In
his leisure time in later life, His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvatl Thakura would simply read Sri Caitanya-caritamrta.
It was his favorite book.”

Prabhupada’s concluding point is that whatever writing he
was able to do was done by the inspiration of his spiritual mas-
ter. “I do not think myselfa very learned scholar, but | have full
faith in the service of my spiritual master.” Our Srlla Prabhu-
pada is also convinced that his spiritual master would be happy
to see the publication of Caitanya-caritamrta in English. “He
was very fond of seeing many books published to spread the
Krsna consciousness movement. Therefore our society, the In-
ternational Society for Krishna Consciousness, has been
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formed to execute the order of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and
His Divine Grace Srlla Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatl Thakura.”

4 P.M.

I have just come out to the prefab shed Manu placed in a
distant field on his property. It’s about eight foot five with a
clean, wooden interior. Right now it’s completely bare. I'm sit-
ting on the floor and | can see only the sky—a mass of white
clouds. The clouds are semi-transparent, like delicate porce-
lain, because ofthe sunlight behind them. I can just see the tips
of the treetops. | have been invited to come here regularly to
write. | told Manu that the advantage of these buildings is that
when you come to them, your mind develops a discipline to
write or read because it’s the only purpose of this place.

Anyway, | have “finished” another reading of Caitanya-
caritamrta. Probably | will stop writing this Cc. Asraya and go
onto something else. I’'m grateful to Prabhupada for giving us
this book, and | want to remember Krsnadasa Kaviraja Go-
svaml’s statement that it should be read again and again. Actu-
ally, after Caitanya-caritamrta, we wonder what else we can
read. It is already the highest scripture.

Writing while reading Cc. has definitely given me shelter.
Although | may not always write in this tight combination of
reading, taking notes, and diary, I’'m grateful whenever I do get
a chance to do it. | hope it will prove helpful, useful, and en-
joyable to devotees in Krsna consciousness.

September 19, 1996, the day before Radhastaml
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GLOSSARY

A

Abhidheya—the stage of performing regulated activities to re-
vive one’s relationship with the Lord.

Abhimana—the sense of ego or identification with one’s spir-
itual mood.

Adi-llla—initial pastimes. Refers specifically here to the first
twenty-four years of Lord Caitanya’s pastimes; the portion
ofthe Caitanya-caritamrta recounting those pastimes.

Advaita Acarya—an intimate associate of Lord Caitanya; one
of the members of the Panca-tattva and the incarnation of
Maha-Visnu.

Akama— free from lust or material desire.

Akrura— Lord Krsna’s uncle who took Him from Vrndavana
to Mathura.

Alambana— lit., “support or foundation.” One ofthe two divi-
sions of vibhava, or the cause of love for Krsna, which de-
scribes Krsna as the object of love and the devotee of Krsna
as the receptacle of that love.
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Atlanta Se$a—a plenary expansion of the Lord in the cosmic
form of a multi-headed serpent.

Antya-Ma—the last eighteen years of Lord Caitanya’s manifest
pastimes; the portion ofthe Caitanya-caritamrta recounting
those pastimes.

Anubhava— ecstatic symptoms which follow and increase a
devotee’s main mood ofecstasy in love of God.

Anumana—reason, thought, or philosophical speculation,
used to arrive at truth.

Anuraga— increased attachment in ecstatic love for God.

Arca-vigraha—deity.

Asraya— shelter.

Atmarama—those who are self-satisfied. May refer to the at-
marama verse in the Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.7.10).

B

Balarama— Krsna’s elder brother and His first plenary ex-
pansion.

Benares—the center of Mayavada (impersonalist) philosophy
in India.

Bhakti— devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhakti-rasamjta-sindhu—lit., “The Ocean of the Nectar of
Pure Devotional Service”; a treatise on the science of devo-
tional service (bhakti), written by Srlla Rupa Gosvaml.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatl Thakura—the spiritual master of
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada;
an acarya in the Gaudlya Vaisnava sampradaya.
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Bhaktivinoda Thakura—an acarya in the Gaudiya Vaisnava
disciplic succession; the father of Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatl
Thakura.

Bhaktivedanta purports— refers to commentaries on the scrip-
tures written by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada.

Bhaktivedanta Manor—an ISKCON center located just out-
side of London, England.

Bhava—the stage of transcendental ecstacy experienced after
transcendental affection.

Brahmacarl— a celibate student living under the care ofabona
fide spiritual master.

Brahmana—those wise in the Vedaswho can guide society; the
first Vedic social order.

Bihat-mrdanga—lit., “the great drum.” A phrase coined by
Srlla Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatl Thakura to refer to the
power of publishing books as an instrument for preaching.

Brahmavadls—those who are absorbed in thought of Brah-
man.

C

Caitanya (Mahaprabhu)— lit. “living force.” An incarnation of
Krsna who appeared in the form of a devotee to teach love
of God through the sahkirtana movement.

Caitanya-caritamrta—the biography and philosophy of Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, written by Srlla Krsnadasa Kaviraja
Gosvaml.
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Caflcala—flickering, unsteady.

Catub-$lokl—the four core verses of the Srimad-Bhagavatam,
spoken by Lord Krsna to Brahma at the beginning of cre-
ation.

D

DarSana—vision; audience.

Dhoti—Vedic men’s dress.

Divyonmada—transcendental madness in separation from
Krsna.

Dvaraka—the city where Krsna ruled in His later pastimes as a
king.

E

Ekada&—the eleventh day of both the waxing and waning
moons, on which Vaisnavas fast from grains and beans and
increase their remembrance of Krsna.

F

Founder-acarya—title referring exclusively to His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada as the
founder and ultimate exemplar (acarya) of ISKCON.
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G

Gadadhara Pandita—an intimate associate of Lord Caitanya;
one of the members of the Panca-tattva.

Gambhlra—the room where Lord Caitanya stayed in Jagan-
natha Purl.

Garuda—the gigantic winged carrier of Lord Visnu.

Gamda-stamba—a column at the back of the Jagannatha tem -
ple upon which a form of Garuda stands.

Gaudiya Vaisnava—a follower of Lord Caitanya.

GBC— Governing Body Commission, ISKCON’s board of
directors.

Gita-nagan— a spiritual farm community established by Srlla
Prabhupada in Central Pennsylvania.

Goloka— Krsnaloka, the eternal abode of Lord Krsna.

Gopi—a cowherd girl; one of Krsna’s most confidential
servitors.

Gosvaml— one who controls his mind and senses; title of one
in the renounced order of life. May refer specifically to the
Six Gosvamls of Vrndavana, who are direct followers of
Lord Caitanya in disciplic succession and who systematically
presented His teachings.

Govardhana Hill—a hill in Vrndavana, the site of many of
Krsna’s pastimes.

H

Halava— a sweet dish made from roasted farina, butter, sugar,
and water or milk.
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Hari—a name of Krsna.

Hare—the evocative form of Hara, another name of Radha-
ranl; refers specifically to the internal spiritual energy of the
Lord.

Haridasa Thakura—a great devotee of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu; known as the namacarya, the master who
taught the chanting of the holy names by his own example.

Harinama—public chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.

Hari-nama— lit., “the name ofthe Lord.” Refers to the chant-
ing of the names of Krsna.

ISKCON—acronym of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

J

Jagadananda Pandita—a constant companion of Lord Cai-
tanya; the incarnation of Krsna’s consort, Satyabhama.

Jagannatha—lit., “the Lord of the universe.” May refer specif-
ically to the Deity of Lord Jagannatha in His temple at Purl.

Jagannatha Puri—a city in the province of Orissa, India, where
the temple of Lord Jagannatha is located.

Jaladuta—the name of the cargo ship on which Srlla Prabhu-
pada traveled when he first came to the United States to
preach.

Janma$taml—the festival of Krsna’s birth.
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K

Kadamba—a tree which produces fragrant flowers.

Kaliya—the name of a serpent-demon who was chastised by
Krsna in His Vrndavana pastimes.

Karatalas— hand cymbals used during kirtana.

Karml—one engaged in karma (fruitive activity); a materialist.

Kafi Mifra—an intimate associate of Lord Caitanya and priest
of the king at Jagannatha Puri.

Kirtana—chanting of the Lord’s holy names.

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvaml—the author of Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta.

Krsna-katha— topics spoken by or about Krsna.

Kf$na-krpa— mercy received from Krsna.

Kunti—the paternal aunt of Lord Krsna.

Kumaras— four great sages, devotees of the Lord, who exist
eternally in the form of five-year-old brahmacaris.

Kuruksetra—a holy place where the war between the Pandavas
and the Kurus took place and where Lord Krsna spoke the
Bhagavad-gita to Arjuna; where Krsna reunited with the
gopis after a long separation.

L

Lalita—one of Radharam’s two most confidential friends.
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Lectio divina—a Christian practice of entering into God’s
presence through reading scripture.
llia— pastimes.

M

Madana-mohana—lit., “the one who bewilders Cupid.” A
name of Krsna; may also refer to a specific Deity of Krsna or
His temple in Vrndavana.

Madhya-Ma—the pastimes Lord Caitanya performed during
the middle part of His manifest presence, while He was trav-
eling throughout India; the portion of the Caitanya-
caritamrta recounting those pastimes.

Maha-bhagavata—a devotee in the highest stage of devotional
life.

Mahabharata—the history of ancient India, compiled by Srlla
Vyasadeva and including the Bhagavad-gtta.

Maha-bhava—the highest degree of transcendental sentiment,
experienced only by Srimatl Radharanl.

Maha-mantra—the great chant for deliverance: Hare Krsna
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna Hare Hare/ Hare Rama Hare
Rama, Rama Rama Hare Hare.

Mahaprabhu— supreme master of all masters; refers to Lord
Caitanya.

Maha-prasadam—the remnants of food offered to the Lord,
generally understood to be the remnants taken directly from
the Lord’s plate.
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Maharaja—a title of respect for a sannyasi or a king.

Mana—a stage in the development of prema (love of God), ex-
pressed as jealous anger.

Mathura—the city where Lord Krsna appeared and to which
He later returned after performing His childhood pastimes.

Maya—the external, illusory energy of the Lord, comprising
this material world; forgetfulness of one’s relationship with
Krsna.

Mayapur—a town in West Bengal, India, where Lord Caitanya
appeared.

Mayavadi—an impersonalist or voidist who believes that God
is ultimately formless and without personality.

Mleccha—a class of persons outside the social and spiritual di-
visions of Vedic culture, whose standards and practices are
considered abominable.

Mok$a-kama—one who is desirous of liberation.

N

Nadia—a district in West Bengal, which encompasses Nava-
dvipa.

Nanda— Krsna’s father in Vrndavana.

Narada Muni—a great devotee of Lord Krsna who travels
throughout the spiritual and material worlds singing the
Lord’s glories and preaching the path of devotional service.

Narayaga—the four-handed expansion of Lord Krsna.

Navadvlpa—Ilit., “nine islands.” The birthplace of Lord Cai-
tanya.
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The Nectar of Devotion— Srlla Prabhupada’s summary study
of Srila Rupa Gosvaml’s Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu.

Nllacala—the name of a hill and the surrounding area in
Jagannatha Purl, India, where the Jagannatha temple is
situated.

Nimai Pandita—Lord Caitanya’s name before He received
initiation.

Nine Yogendras—sons of Lord Rsabhadeva, who were well-
versed in spiritual science.

Nrsimha(-deva)— the half-man, half-lion incarnation of Lord
Krsnawho appeared to save Prahlada Maharaja from Hiran-
yakasipu.

Nrsimhananda Brahmacari—a devotee of Lord Caitanya to
whom the Lord appeared within his heart due to his intense
meditation upon Him. It is said that Lord Nrsimhadeva
used to speak with him directly.

P

P-stop— European highway rest areas.

Paflca-tattva—the five features of the Absolute Truth: the
Lord, His plenary portion, His incarnation, His energies,
and His devotees.

Parampara—the disciplic succession of bona fide spiritual
masters.

Parik$it Maharaja—the emperor of the world five thousand
years ago who heard Srimad-Bhagavatam from Sukadeva
Gosvaml and thus attained perfection.
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Parvata Muni—one of the oldest sages; almost always a com-
panion of Narada Muni.

Prabhupada, A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami— Founder-acarya of
ISKCON and foremost preacher of Krsna consciousness in
the Western world.

Prasadam—lit., “mercy.” Food which is spiritualized by being
offered to Krsna, and which helps purify the living entity.
Also referred to as prasada.

Prataparudra, King—the king of Orissa at the time of Lord
Caitanya’s manifest presence and a great devotee of the
Lord.

Pratyak$a— direct sense perception, considered a surbordinate
and not self-evident proof of knowledge.

Pravasa—a stage in the development of prema (love of God),
describing the separation of lovers, who were previously in-
timately associated and are now separated by distance.

Prayojana—the ultimate goal of life; to develop love of God.

Prema—pure love of Krsna.

Prema-vaicittya— love that brings grieffrom fear of separation,
although the lover is present.

Purva-raga—a stage in the development ofprema, in which at-
tachment is aroused in the lover before having met the
beloved.

R

Radharanl (Radhika)— the eternal consort and spiritual po-
tency of Lord Krsna.
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Radha$tami— the festival celebrating Radharani’s birth.

Raga— attachment for Krsna.

Raga-bhakti— devotional service in transcendental rapture.

Raga-marga—the path of devotional service in spontaneous
love.

Raganuga-bhakti— devotional service following the sponta-
neous loving service of the inhabitants of Vrndavana.

Raghunatha dasa Gosvaml—one of the Six Gosvamls of
Vrndavana.

Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvaml—one of the Six Gosvamls of
Vrndavana.

Rama, Lord—the avatara of Krsnawho appeared as the perfect
king, whose full history can be found in Valmlki’s
Ramayaha.

Ramananda Raya—the governor of Madras at the time of Lord
Caitanya’s presence; one of only three or four devotees with
whom Lord Caitanya discussed the most intimate pastimes
of Krsna and Radharanl.

Rasa—the spiritual essence of a personal relationship with the
Supreme Lord.

Rasa dance— Krsna’s pastime of dancing with the gopis.

Rasika— adjectival var. of rasa; that which is saturated with
rasa.

Ratha-yatra—an annual chariot festival celebrating Krsna’s re-
turn to Vrndavana in which the Deity of Lord Jagannatha is
pulled in procession on a ratha (chariot).

Roti—a griddle-baked, whole-wheat flat bread, thicker than a
capati.
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R$abhadeva—an incarnation of Krsna appearing as a great
devotee king, known for his spiritual instructions to His
sons and His subsequent renunciation of His kingdom for a
life of severe austerity.

Rukmifll— one of Krsna’s chief queens.

Rupa Gosvaml—one of the Six Gosvamls of Vrndavana.

S

Sabda—transcendental sound, considered by Vedic philoso-
phy to be self-evident proof of knowledge.

Sad, Mother— Lord Caitanya’s mother.

Sadhaka— one who practices regulated devotional service.

Sadhu-sanga—the association of saintly persons.

Samadhi—trance or absorption in the object of meditation.

Sambandha— knowledge of one’s original relationship with
Krsna.

Sambhoga—union.

Sanatana Gosvaml— one of the Six Gosvamls of Vrndavana.

Sankhya-yoga—the process of realizing the self by analyzing
the material elements.

Sannyasa—renounced life; the fourth order of Vedic spiritual
life.

Sannyasl—one in the renounced order of life.

Sarva-kama— full of material desires.

Sari— Vedic women’s dress.

Sastra— revealed scripture.
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Sattvika-bhava—the eight bodily transformations caused by
ecstatic love for Krsna.

Satyabhama— one of Krsna’s chief queens in Dvaraka.

Siddhanta—the perfected conclusion according to Vedic
scriptures.

£ik$a— instruction.

Sik$a$takam— eight verses of instruction in devotional service
written by Lord Caitanya.

Simha-dvara— lit., “lion-gate.” One of the four gates leading
into the Jagannatha temple at Jagannatha Purl, India.

Slta—the wife of Lord Rama.

Siva, Lord—the personality in charge of the mode of igno-
rance.

Sloka—a stanza of Sanskrit verse.

Sneha— affection for Krsna.

Sraddha— firm faith and confidence.

Siidama—the chiefamong Krsna’s cowherd boyfriends.

Srimad-Bhagavatam— the Parana, or history written by Srlla
Vyasadeva specifically to point to the path ofdevotional love
of God.

Sthayl-bhava—lit. “steady ecstasy.” The mood permeating a
devotee’s individual relationship with Krsna.

Subhadia—the younger sister of Krsna; Yogamaya personi-
fied.

Sudama—an intimate cowherd friend of Krsna.

Sukadeva Gosvaml—the sage who originally spoke the
Srimad-Bhagavatam to King Pariksit just prior to the king’s
death.
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Sukuta— a vegetable stew whose predominant taste is bitter.

Supersoul—an expansion of the Supreme Lord manifest in the
heart of every living entity.

Svarupa Damodara— Lord Caitanya’s secretary and constant
companion.

Swami— lit. “master.” One who controls his senses, a title of
one in the renounced order of life.

T

Tapasya— austerity.

Tenth Canto— the part of the Srimad-Bhagavatam describing
the most confidential pastimes of Lord Krsna.

Tota-goplnatha temple—a temple in Jagannatha Purl near the
samadhi (tomb) of Haridasa Thakura.

Tirtha—holy place of pilgrimage.

Tulasl—a great devotee in the form ofa plant; her leaves are al-
ways offered to the lotus feet of the Lord.

u

Uddhava—a confidential friend of Sri Krsna in Dvaraka.

Uddlpana— stimuli for love of God.

Ujjvala-nllamani—a book which elaborately explains the lov-
ing affairs and transcendental activities of Lord Krsna and
Srimatl Radharani, written by Srlla Rupa Gosvaml.
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Ujjvala-rasa—the relationship of conjugal love with the Lord,
considered to be the most excellent of all rasas.

Vv

Vaikuntha—the spiritual world.

Vaisnava—one who is a devotee of Visnu or Krsna.

Vajjl—the instruction of the spiritual master.

Vasudeva—the son of Vasudeva, or Sri Krsna Himself.

Vibhava—the cause or basis for relishing transcendental love.

Vipialambha— ecstasy in separation.

Viraha—transcendental feelings of separation from Krsna.

Vitakha—one of Radharani’s two most confidential friends.

Viwu—a fully empowered expansion of Krsna.

ViSvanatha Cakravartl Thakura—a great Vaisnava acarya and
scholar.

Vraja—Vrndavana.

Vfndavana— Krsna’s personal abode, where He fully manifests
His personal qualities.

Vyabhicari-bhava—the thirty-three bodily symptoms manifest
in special ecstatic love for Krsna.

Vyasadeva—the original compiler of the Vedas and author of
the Vedanta-sutra and Mahabharata, and the author of the
Srimad-Bhagavatam.
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Y

Yamuna—a sacred river in India, which Lord Krsna made fa-
mous by performing pastimes there.

Yatoda— Krsna’s mother in Vrndavana.

Yogamaya—the internal spiritual potency of the Lord.

Yukta-vairagya—renunciation expressed by utilizing every-
thing in God’s service.
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