THE POWER OF WATER BAPTISM

NEED:  Most funeral homes have rental coffins.  Borrow one and have an indiviudal made up with heavy make up to look dead put into it and rolled onto the stage.

OPEN
1. Today I want to talk about one of the key fundamental foundations to our Christian faith.

2. I want to bring some clarity to the subject of Baptism.

3. There are two distinct types of baptism mentioned in the new testament.  Water Baptism and then the secondary experience referred to in Acts chapter 2 as the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

4. Water Baptism is one of the most powerful, life altering experiences a believer will go through IFFFF you truly know and understand its purpose and power.

5. Today:  The POWER of WATER BAPTISM.

6. GET READY – FOR NEXT SUNDAY

7. WATCHING on the internet or at a later time – contact the church office for the next water baptismal service we are having.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF WATER BAPTISM?

1. Water baptism is a command, not an option.

a.  Jesus commanded His disciples before He left the earth in 

Matthew 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

b. The first step Jesus calls us to take if we are really following Him, is to be baptized, 

c. So Jesus says, "After you place your faith in ME, I want you to let the world know you belong to Me by being baptized." At our church we take a very literal view of baptism.

d. GREEK:  baptize is baptizo. It means to immerse, submerge.

e. There are a lot of people in this room today who have decided to follow Jesus, but here's the question…How can you claim to be a follower of Christ if you're not willing to take the first step He has called you to take through baptism? 

f. Man makes it optional. "It's a good thing to do. It's a good spiritual experience." 

g. But to be a follower of Jesus (hear me) is to fully obey His clear instructions empowered by His grace. 

h. Well I want to pray about it. ----- You don't pray about things God has clearly told you; you obey them. 

i. I just want to take some time. 

j. I don’t think I’m ready yet?  Still working through some sin.  

k. A lot of us make the mistake of waiting until we're worthy to be baptized. Well I'd like to be baptized but I want to get my life together first because I have this thing, I have this issue.

l.  If you could wash yourself, you wouldn't need Jesus to cleanse you, and that's what the waters of baptism are all about, saying, "I trust in You, Lord. I want You to change my life. Here's my declaration."

Why? We're saved by grace through faith. No work can save you, not giving, not serving, not being baptized. 

Baptism isn't about salvation; it's about identification, saying, "I belong to You, Jesus. My sins are washed away and I'm going to take this step You told me to take, whether I've been a Christian for two days, or whether I've been a Christian for 22 years, I'm going to follow You like You said to follow You."

ACT OF OBEDIENCE – EARLY CHURCH

sense of urgency that is attached to baptism. 

Acts 2:38. When the people respond to Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost, the first thing he instructs them to do is "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." We further read in verse 41 that they "gladly received his word, and were baptized...."

Acts 8:26-40 Phillip // Ethiopian eunuch to Christ. "What is hindering me from being baptized?" 

Acts 22:16 Apostle Paul is told to do after his conversion was to be baptized.

These people all responded to Jesus in simple faith. However, they didn’t see their faith as complete until they had obeyed God by being baptized.

GET READY TO BE BAPTIZED NEXT WEEK!


2. Water baptism is a declaration of our faith and commitment to Jesus Christ.
 
a. Water baptism is coming out of the closet of shame, guilt, insecurity and BOLDLY proclaiming “I am a follower and believer in Jesus Christ.”

b. My old life is behind me -- I am a new person, with a new life. 

c. Water baptism is a sign of repentance -- repentance means change -- a change so drastic that the old person is "buried." 

d. We demonstrate to the world our identification with the crucified and risen Christ. 

e. I BELIEVE!   He Came   He Died    He Rose      He Lives    He is Lord
Mark 8:34-38  Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 
36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”
f. Testify – 3X5 Card Sample

g. My name is ____________________________.  Today I declare my love, honor, and devotion to my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Today, I die to the old man, the old habits, and sinful ways.  That lifestyle no longer defines me. I bury him and I live as God’s man,  Jesus Christ is my Lord!  

GET READY TO BE BAPTIZED NEXT WEEK!


3. Water baptism is a funeral.

a. Baptism is a point of separation of the old and new
b. It is about dying to the old sinful nature!
c. It is an act of faith in which we testify, both to God and to the world, that the person we were before is dead and buried, and we are raised as a new creation in Christ.

d. EX:  CASKET:  In order to have a funeral – you need a coffin and a BODY!

Romans 6: 6 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.
e. Water baptism is a public burial of the old life. 

f. Unless the person really believes they died, there is no need for a burial. 

g. “I have died to sin, selfishness, and the world’s ways.”

h. This is why we baptize through total immersion and not sprinkling of water or pouring of water over the body. 

i. When you bury a dead body, you don’t sprinkle dirt on it and leave it. Neither do you throw a few shovels of dirt on the body and leave the rest uncovered. 

j. You bury it completely and cover it completely so that no one can tamper with the body or steal the body. 

k. If your old man is really dead, lets bury it completely. I don’t want a dead hand or a foot left out. Put it all under and make sure that the old life of sin is dead and buried for good. 

(2 Corinthians 5:17 Amplified Bible) "Therefore, if any person is (engrafted) in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new creation (a new creature altogether); the old (previous moral and spiritual condition) has passed away. Behold, the fresh and new has come!

l. Because of death you are free from your old master the devil; now you have a new Master, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

m. A major benefit to the believer is the clean break that water baptism makes with their past. When the devil brings temptations and accusations concerning their old life -- the believer can reply, "That person is dead and buried. I am a new person in Christ." 

GET READY TO BE BAPTIZED NEXT WEEK!

4. Water baptism is a resurrection!  (last)

Colossians 2:12 Having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.

Water baptism is saying – “I’m dead to the old ways habits and routines – and from this day forward I will live a life that brings glory and honor to GOD with the freedom and liberty!”

Romans 6:8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

****Don’t go back and play with dead things, dead habits, dead life

Verse 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 

14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.

EX:  Exit coffin

John 3:3  (Nicodemus) Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
EX:  WATER – symbolism

Water is a type and shadow of being BORN AGAIN – coming out of the water

EXCUSES
1. This is not about being baptized into a church.
2. You do not have to be water baptized to go to heaven.  (Thief on the cross) What your parents did - . I have to own my faith for myself. My faith can't be a family heirloom.

I BELIEVE!
· HE CAME
· HE DIED
· HE ROSE
· HE LIVES
· HE IS LORD

I DARE YOU – TO TAKE THE PLUNGE (CLOSE)

John 14:15 "If you love me, keep my commandments." Baptism is a simple, but profound act of obedience that you will carry with you for the rest of your life.

Obey his command?  Declaration of Faith?  Bury the old?  Resurrect the NEW?

How many here have NOT been water baptized by submersion??

Instructions – are in your bulletin

Fill out the form – drop it in an offering bucket as you leave today!

Why not?  Adjust your schedule.

NEXT WEEK:  OPNE OF THE MOST POWERFUL SERVICES THIS YEAR!!!   Celebration!!!  Worship, Communion, Testimonies, baptized.


INSTRUCTIONS FOR WATER BAPTISM PARTICIPANTS
 
1.   Please check in at "Guest Information" 10 minutes prior to the service you will be baptized.  They will tell you if you are in group one or group two that service.  Please sit in the first five rows with your family.

2.  Please write a brief declaration of your faith, love, and commitment to Christ on a 3x5 index card and bring it to service with you.  Prior to being baptized you will read or share your 20 second testimony. 

3.   Please bring a large beach towel and a small bag with a change of clothes and any toiletries or hair products you may need.  You may keep this with you or leave it in the men's/women's restroom or the men's/women's changing rooms provided in Rock Kids prior to service beginning.  

4.   Please come to service with the clothes you will be baptized in.  Wear jeans or dark colored shorts and a dark colored shirt.  Please do not wear white.  Have shoes or sandals that you can easily slip off when you are ask to come forward for water baptism.  Please bring your beach towel and testimony card forward with you.  
 
5.   Please come to the front fully prepared and ready to be submersed.  Remove extra jackets, shoes, phones, watches, etc. before coming to the stage.

6.   When you enter the baptismal you will hold your nose with one hand and grab your wrist with the other hand.  You will keep your hands in this position while you are baptized.  This will keep water from going up your nose as well as give the pastor who is baptizing you a "handle" to hold onto when submersing you and pulling you up.

7.   You may want to consider having a family member take a photo.

8. After you are baptized you are free to go and change. 


A wedding ring is an outward sign that a person is married. 
A military uniform is an outward sign that a person is involved in that particular branch of service. 
Similarly, water baptism is a symbol designed by God to identify a person as a disciple of Jesus Christ.
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