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Amen!  Amen!  Welcome to everybody watching by the internet.  If you’re here, get out your Bibles.  Get out your Rock Family Church Note Taking Notebook, sponsored by Switch Youth Ministry available out in the lobby for $5.00!  [Laughter]  I encourage you to get one of these notebooks and keep all of your notes in there, use it as a devotional and let’s dive into God’s Word as we talk about the Power of Water Baptism.  
How many of you would be so honest to say, “I’ve never been water baptized.”  You’ve never been water baptized.  Okay, cool.  We’re going to talk about it and maybe some of you have been sprinkled and some of you maybe have had a little water poured on you.
We’re going to talk about The Bible Way of water baptism.  And what is the power that is locked within there.  In the Bible we see in the New Testament two major forms of baptism.  The water baptism that is a baptism of repentance and our new life in Christ and then in Acts, Chapter 2 we see the baptism of The Holy Spirit.  And they were all filled with The Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues.  
We believe in that experience.  I live that, walk in that.  If you wanna know more about that, go to the series Connect With God, Parts 6 and 7 talk about The Spirit-filled life and supernatural communication.  
Today, though, we wanna talk about water baptism and what is the significance of it.  For those of you that are watching online, you need to check the calendar for when the next upcoming water baptism is.  For those of you that are here, our next water baptism is next Sunday morning.  And our Children’s Ministry is teaching on this, I’ve asked Switch 678 to stay in for this one day, to be a part of this, so that they can hear what is going on and then they’ll have their services coming up more this summer.  So if you are watching by the internet, find out the next date of water baptism.  
Here’s what happened … you say, “Well, I don’t recall us doing water baptism that often.”  Well we did more in our other location, then we moved here, we had it once and then we were baptizing … we were low budget then, we were baptizing in horse trough and we had a heater and all that kind of stuff, but then someone permanently borrowed our horse trough and it disappeared.  So this afternoon at 3:00 we are having the monster size, nobody can get it out of the building, baptismal delivered and next Sunday we’re going to have a water baptism service and I encourage you to be here because it’s going to be one of the most powerful services of 2013!  It is my favorite thing to do as a body of Christ, as a family of believers, and I encourage you to come and be a part of it.
If you’re taking notes with me today, the first thing that is significant about water baptism is that water baptism is a command and not an option.  It’s a command, and not an option.  
Too many times we pick and choose as a smorgasbord of things that we like about God’s Word and we want to do and we don’t want to do.  Man says it’s optional; God says, “This is what I desire that believers and followers of Jesus Christ would do.”
In Matthew, Chapter 28, in Jesus’ own words, red letter in my Bible here, it says, “All authority in Heaven and on Earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of The Father, and of The Son, and of The Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I commanded you and surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.”
The first step that Jesus calls us to do is that if we’re going to become one of His followers, I’m a follower of Christ, we sang so beautifully about it this morning.  I want to live my life for Jesus.  I want to be one of His disciples, as He said, “Get baptized!  Get immersed.”  
The word “baptize” comes from a Greek word, “baptismo”: that means to submerge or immerse.  Now maybe when you were growing up and those of you who grew up in a Catholic background, maybe your Mom or Dad took you and the Catholic church sprinkled you.  And that was a good start, but that didn’t get the job done.  A, you weren’t born again at that time, you were an infant and you couldn’t know or understand how to become a believer and a follower of Jesus.
What Jesus is challenging us is that when we place our faith and our trust and our confidence in Him, He said I want you to be water baptized.  I want you to set a time aside that you are going to make a distinct mark between your old life and the new life of following Jesus Christ.  
There are some people that say, “Well, I want to pray about it, Dean.  Let me pray about that, I don’t know that I want to do water baptism.”  Now we’re going to be doing it at other times and so forth, but if you’ve never been water baptized, plan on it next Sunday!  There’s instructions on the back of your handout of what you need to do, how you need to prepare, what you need to bring … figure that out, plan on it.  You say, “Well, I want to pray about it.”  Well I already know God’s answer because His Spirit will never override his word.  If you pray about it and go, “Well, Lord, do You want me to be water baptized?”  He’s going to go, “Yes.”  “But Lord?  Do you really want me to be water baptized next Sunday?”  “Yes.”  [Laughter]
And so whether you’ve been saved two months, two years, or 20 years … if you’ve never been water baptized, we need to obey the words of Jesus.  You say, “Why is it so important?”  There is something remarkable that happens.  It’s a distinction between the old life and the new.  Even if you’ve been born again for a long period of time.  
I was saved as an 8-year old child.  I wasn’t water baptized until I was 21.  The churches I was in didn’t really put a lot of emphasis.  Well, my grandfather’s church did and they were going to baptize in the lake and I remember that my Mom and Dad were talking and, “Am I going to get baptized or not?”  And then it didn’t work out that I could go to the lake.  And then we moved and all that and so anyways, at Rock Family Church, we believe in the power of water baptism.  But it’s a significant experience in the life of the believer that sets us apart from our past and distinguishes our future.
Now here’s the big thing I would tell you and the question that people ask … must I be baptized in order to go to Heaven.  The answer is no.  Jesus said, “I’m the way, the truth, and the life and no one comes to The Father but through me.”  Now I think some preachers get a little excited because they know, they want you to be water baptized and they say, “You must be saved and you must be water baptized to go to Heaven.”  

But a scriptural point that I can bring is, Jesus is nailed to the cross and one of the criminals there that was being crucified with Him said, “Have mercy on me.”  Jesus looked at him and said, “This day you’ll be with me in paradise.”  
I don’t read any account where they unplug from the cross, got down, found a pond, baptized the guy, got back up on the cross and then the guy died.  I believe he went to paradise, went to Heaven.  Okay?  So you don’t need to be baptized to make Heaven, you need to make Jesus Christ the Lord of your life.
Here’s the distinction: Baptism isn’t about salvation, it’s about identification.  Baptism isn’t about salvation, it’s about identification.  It’s saying, “Jesus?  I belong to You.  I am Yours and I want to be recognized with You.”
You see, on my left hand on my ring finger, I wear this wedding band.  And this wedding band is to identify that I am in a covenant relationship with this beautiful woman in the front row!  That when they see us together walking through the mall or wherever it is, they go, “Oh, they’re not just dating, they’re not just living together … they are married.  They’re in a covenant relationship.”  
If I’m a police officer and I wear a badge on my chest, it’s that I want to be identified with the Colorado Springs Police Department.  It shows and represents significance of that community and that relationship.  
The same is true that water baptism is identifying us as a believer and a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Throughout the Book of Acts, we see that believers were continually born again and then baptized.  On the day of Pentecost, Acts, Chapter 2, they were all filled with The Holy Spirit, began to speak in other tongues since The Spirit gave them utterance.  Peter … they all think they’re drunk with wine; Peter stands up and says, “We’re not drunk, it’s only the ninth hour,” and begins to preach an amazing message.  It says 3,000 people gave their hearts and lives to Christ and they were baptized.
Paul, who we know as Saul originally, in his transformation, one of the first things he was led to do, commanded to do, was to be water baptized.  
Phillip is sharing his faith and love for Jesus Christ to an Ethiopian unit and he’s sharing his faith with them and the guys says, “I believe.  Why can’t I be baptized right now?”  And they’re going along and he says, “Look!  There’s a pond.  Go and baptize me.”  There was a sense of urgency from that day of commitment to that baptism that there was a sense of urgency.  
I heard years ago, and I looked for it and looked for it, couldn’t find it this week … that the ‘stickability’ rate of believers who are water baptized is greatly increased over those who make a confession to Christ but are not water baptized.  It’s a defining moment and a defining mark of the old life and the new life.  
So get ready to be identified with Christ and to let go and follow the commands of God.

The second big idea is: water baptism is a declaration of our faith and commitment to Jesus Christ.  It’s coming out of the closet of shame, and guilt, and insecurity.  It’s not being a closet Christian, an undercover believer for Christ, but it’s saying, “I want the world to know, I’m a believer and a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ.”  And remember, we’ve taught around here?  I believe!  I believe!  He came, He died, He rose, He lives, and He is Lord.  That’s what we believe.  That Jesus came and gave up his life and it’s saying, “I believe and I want the world to know it!  I want people to understand what I’m doing and what my life is taking me.”  
Water baptism is a sign of repentance.  And the word ‘repentance’ is kind of a churchy word but it really just simply means, ‘change.’  That I’m going to change the loyalty, the leadership of my life from darkness and death and damnation and Satan, and I’m turning my allegiance and my ownership and I’m allowing Jesus to be the ruler, controller, and owner of my life.  
And so there needs to be that distinct mark in our lives that we proclaim and identify ourselves with Christ.  

Turn your Bibles with me to Mark, Chapter 8 in Verse 34 … Jesus is speaking here and He says, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  Whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life from me and for the gospel will save it.  What good is it for someone to gain the whole world yet forfeit their soul, or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?”  Listen to these words … Verse 38: “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words and this adulteress and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when He comes in His Father’s glory with His Holy Angels.”  
We don’t need to be embarrassed about who we are.  We don’t need to sneak into church.  We need to boldly proclaim our love and faith for Jesus Christ.
So here’s what’s going to happen next Sunday and at other baptismal opportunities … is you’re going to come up on the stage and we want you take a 3 by 5 card and we want you to write down your declaration of love and faith and commitment to Christ.  Twenty seconds or less.  We don’t want you to read page after page … “When I was born ….”  We don’t want to have a long testimony … we want to declaration that today declare Jesus Christ is the Lord of my life.  I put off the old man, the old nature, and the old ways and I live my life for the glory of Jesus Christ.  And make that declaration and then we’ll baptize you.  Okay?  
Next big idea: Water baptism is a funeral.  Number three on your handout … water baptism is a funeral.  Well if we’re going to have a funeral, hold on, let me see if I got something in here that could help us.  Yeah, yeah, I think this will work guys, thanks!  Uh huh.  [Laughter]  Yeah.  [Pastor rolling a casket with a body in it onto stage.]
And if you’re going to have a funeral, you don’t just need a casket, you need a corpse!  [Laughter]  He’s starting to smell!  [Laughter]  Sorry about that!  We’ll close the lid in a minute.  
Baptism is about a funeral.  When somebody dies, if great grandma dies, you didn’t just take her out in the backyard and sprinkle some dirt on her.  Okay?  [Laughter]  If great grandma died you didn’t take her out in the backyard and put a couple of shovels of dirt on her … no, you had to bury her.  

You had to bury the old man and the old nature.  And this corpse here today represents the old man and that old nature.  It’s that old carnal sin lifestyle.  
Turn your Bibles with me to Romans, Chapter 6.  We’re going to begin reading in Verse 1:  Romans, Chapter 6 in Verse 1:  [If you’re a guest here, I won’t say that this is abnormal, because we always do things a little differently here.  {Laughter}  But we try and keep it alive!  Well, sort of.  {Laughter}]
Verse 1:  “What shall we say, then?  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  By no means!  We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his.  For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.”
Now, if I bring a three-pound medicinal purpose marijuana joint up here to this corpse and I say, “Hey, you want some?”  He’s dead to it.  “I’m dead, I don’t need that.”  If I bring the latest magazine and I fold out the centerfold and I show it to him, he’s like, “Doesn’t do anything.”  He’s dead to that.  He’s dead to porn.  He’s dead to sin.  He’s dead to that old carnal lifestyle.
If somebody comes up and goes, “Hey, I’ve got a prayer request and it’s a juicy one.”  And it’s really gossip?  He’s dead.  He’s dead to gossip.  He’s dead to that old carnal nature and lifestyle.  

That’s what water baptism is.  Our coffin is not one like this and I must tell you, I don’t know if you realize this, they are very comfortable!  [Laughter]  I laid in it on Friday.  [Laughter]  It’s got a nice little spring thing in there, a little foam padding … I mean you’re going to be in there a long time I guess, you know? [Laughter]  I didn’t see the Sealy Posturpedic, but it is pretty fairly comfortable.  [Laughter]  Okay?  In fact that corpse has been here all morning long!  And has been happy!  [Laughter]
Our coffin becomes our water baptismal.  Our coffin is a water grave.  That when you go under the water, it’s saying I’m burying the old man, the old nature, and the old ways and we won’t hold you down that long.  And then when we bring you up, it’s saying I want to live and follow the newness of life in Christ Jesus.
Now here’s the challenge … unless a person really believes they died, there’s no reason to have a burial.  Unless you’re ready to say to the old carnal nature, to the dead man, unless you’re ready to say, “I’m done with you.  I’m finished with you.”  Then don’t get water baptized.  But if you’re tired of the pain, the guilt, the shame, the sin that ensnares and entraps … if you’re tired of all of the crud that the enemy tries to heap on you, I dare you to be water baptized!  
It’s a natural experience that conveys a supernatural encounter that is taking place in your life.  And I’m telling you, folks, it does something.  It does something!  It’s closing the lid and it’s saying, “I’m done with that old nature and that old lifestyle.”  But see then here’s what happens to people … they’ll get one month, two months, two years away from their old lifestyle and then they’ll go, “Hey … remember stiffy?  We used to have some good times.”  And we go back and we dig up the old nature and the old ways.  And we’ll put it to bed.  [Laughter]  You’ve got to kill the old man and the old nature.  Don’t let it back out, man!  [Laughter]  Don’t go back and play with dead things, that dead carnal nature.  [Laughter]  But it’s what we do.
Remember that movie, Weekend At Bernie’s that was out in like the 80’s?  [Laughter]  Do you remember that?  You could take this guy home, I’ll auction him off!  [Laughter]  But remember what they did … the boss died and they’ve got to keep him alive to get the deal done or closed and so they always had Bernie leaning up against something with glasses and they were always taking a dead man around with them.  
And this is a picture of what a lot of us do … we don’t just take him home, he goes to work with us, he sits in our car with us, he’s on the internet with us, he’s involved in our conversations, and we allow that old nature to creep in and to be involved in our lives and our thinking.
2nd Corinthians 5:17 in the Amplified Bible says, “Therefore if any person is engrafted in Christ, The Messiah, he is a new creation, a new creature, all together.  The old previous moral and spiritual condition has passed away.  Behold the fresh and new has come.”
There needs to be a point that you say, “I’m making a clean break.  I’m breaking off the old ways.” And then that way, when the temptations come back, when the fear tries to resurrect, you say, “No, no, no, no, no.  You’re not bringing that back on me.  I buried that old man, and I buried those old ways, and I buried that old habit, back on June 30, 2013.  On June 30, 2013, I buried the old man.  I’m a new man in Christ Jesus.”
Which leads us to our last point this morning: Water baptism is a resurrection.  Yes we died to the old man, but it’s resurrecting to a new life in Christ Jesus.  
Now think about this … when a mother gives birth to a baby, that baby is held within the womb of water.  And that water is there and the water breaks and the new life comes forth.  Jesus was talking with a man named Nicodemus and He said to him, “You must … to inherit of the Kingdom of Heaven, you must be born again.”  Nicodemus said, “How can I enter into my mother’s womb again?  I’m a grown man.”  Jesus said, “You don’t need to be born of the flesh, but be born of The Spirit.”  
This baptismal becomes our womb of life.  That we come out of the water, it’s not a physical transformation, but a spiritual transformation that takes place in our heart and soul and we’re set free from the old and we’re made alive under God.
Look what it says in Colossians, Chapter 2 in Verse 12: “Having been buried with Him in baptism in which you were also raised with Him through your faith, in the working of God who raised Him from the dead.”
Water baptism is saying goodbye to the old, hello to the new.

Now go back to Romans, Chapter 6 in Verse 8 … I wanna pick up in Verse 8 again.  It says, “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.  The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.”

Underline Verse 11:  “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”

Don’t go back to the old ways and the old habits.  Count yourselves dead to those things.  

And look at Verse 12:  “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness.”

Verse 14:  “For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.”

Amen?  [Amen]  Let’s take stiffy back.  You can have him back.  Get him out of here.  I want you to stand to your feet with me this morning.  

I’m not talking about being baptized into a church, you don’t need to be a member of a church here.  But here’s what I challenge you, ask you, and dare you.  Are you willing to take the plunge?  Are you willing to jump in and say, “I’m going to go for it.”
On the back of your In Touch card, there’s a small form and it says, “Water Baptism.”  You can list the names of you, your spouse … we’re presenting this message not with a coffin but we’re presenting water baptism to your children … don’t want to wig them out.  [Laughter]

And my wife, our Children’s Pastor, in the first service she told me that of all the kids there, there were only two that had been water baptized.  Now, you as a parent, discuss with them.  We’ve told them, “Talk to your Mom and Dad.”  They need to know and understand the power and the purpose of what’s happening and if they need to wait until they get a full understanding of that, that’s cool.  
But here’s something we offer at Rock Family Church … it really has nothing to do with the baptizer, the person who’s baptizing.  The pastoral staff will be participating in that, but we want to give you, a Mom and a Dad, the opportunity and privilege, if one of your children, kids or teenagers, would like to be baptized, we want to give you that privilege of baptizing them in The Name of the Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit.  We’re going to ask you to fill out this form and take it … fill it out and as you leave the auditorium today, the ushers are going to have a bucket, and just drop this in there.  I saw probably 20, 25, 30 hands that said I’ve not been water baptized by immersion.  
I dare you to take this plunge.  And if you’re watching online, you can email us, info@rockfamilychurch and say, “I want to be water baptized.”  Tell us what service you’re going to be at.
In John, Chapter 14 in Verse 15, Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my commandments.”  And so my challenge is … will you obey His commands?  Will you declare your faith and love for Christ.  Will you bury the old man and live a new life, resurrected life, under Christ?
Father, I pray for every person here in this place this morning and I pray that You would work mightily in their lives.  And Lord those that have never been water baptized, God I just break all fear from this.  Because Lord it’s the enemy trying to keep them from something that’s so powerful in their walk and relationship with You.  And so Lord I pray in advance for our services next weekend, that Lord, I pray for the power of Your Holy Spirit as people declare their faith in Christ.  I pray that they bring their friends, their co-workers, their family members, that they’d invite them and Lord I pray that if people see people being baptized, that people would run and desire and want to be born again themselves.  So, God, I just pray for Your power to work in us and through us and that we would not let the old nature, and the old lifestyle, live, but we would kill and crucify the fleshy carnal nature in Jesus’ Name.  And Lord I pray that if there’s anyone here that doesn’t know Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior … if they’ve never said, “Jesus, I believe.”  I pray that today they’d make that commitment and they’d make that decision.  In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen.  
-2-


