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en I began writing The Plague and Doctor Caim in 2016, I never
imagined I would finish drawing it during a global pandemic.

I never imagined I would read about experimental treatment after treatment, much
in the same vein as the trial and error practiced by the plague doctors of old.

I never imagined masks would become part of our daily lives. And I couldn’t help
but muse how the beak mask was no doubt a precursor to our antiviral ones.

I never imagined how the plague doctor costume would return as a symbol of our
current predicament, cosplayers and even Halloweeners flooding our social media
feeds - one teenage “plague doctor” went as far as to frequent a sleepy U.K. village,
frightening the locals enough to earn a talking to from the police.

Coronavirus has been frustrating, devastating, and heartrending on a scale the
entire world could have never imagined before.

The vast majority of us are in mourning for lost loved ones, or loved ones of loved
ones. Or, at the very least, we are in mourning for the hundreds of thousands who
have lost their lives.

But, perhaps in a few centuries, we’ll be able to find a pinch of humor in all this
sorrow. Just in the same way [ have found humor in the Bubonic plague and Doctor
Caim.

- G.E. Gallas, 2021






Catm 15 the
t)dentor of murder.

Caim takes the form of
a blackbird, or thrugh.

He 15 the presdent of Hell am
commands thirty Yemon legrons.
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Dear Dr. Caim: The Black Death arrided lagt moyth
Our tody needs you.

and refuges to leade.

We a1l pay you to treat hoth
the rich and the poor.







Doctor Catn!
You came highly recommended
by Doctor Astaroth.

How 15 my dear teacher?

NV .

The Blach Death took hin. Ab.




You must first
s191 the coptract.

But of course.
May 1 see 1t?







To filter el smells amd
protect from iqfectioq.




Ofe: Be not greedy.
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Too: Do ot zell false cures.

Three: Be of fed dords.
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Confound 1t! Could you please

remode your tufuc?




That 12 19deed
Tbe :Blacl) Death.
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Vould you like Or dould you
to try bloodletting? prefer leeches?
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We nust rzbalaqcz
the humors!







Stay back,
for your ody health.

Please accept my guft: .
fresh garlic! VN‘\\; ‘jlf]\o
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What 15 that smell? Garlic?
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Your lider produces

too much hlood.

1 suggest bloodletting.

Ny

Now, dhere to cut?

S,
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Would you prefer
neck, arm, or toe?

Which 15 less pargful?

Let ug find out.




Mot 0 had, dag it? I there go
Oﬂ)tr treatfpu)t?




Hello, mall frieqb.

TI'm Very sorry.
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Tell me dhere 1t hurts.

1 thugh.
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My stomach. M)y back.




Let ug try the leeches.




15 1t dorking?

?zrba(ps 1t dag
the black bile.
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Hello, poor frien.

You dill help me Agd perhaps ?J”'“” up
tzacb tbz Sic\). 0y l°}19“135‘

AN
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Stay hack!

What oy Earth?
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1 anm o pruest.

Punsh me dith your cane!
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Nod for ny Fever? 1)o.
vatly health check.




My (potioq rzci{pz,
you agh?
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1 geed time to thugh.
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What omens!
The dorst 13 yet to come.










Togight 15 ‘ :
a fed mooy. A had time for hlooblztttqg.

How ahout
a urine hath?




What about
a hot Yrigh?

To help s0eat out
the s1chyess.

Whey T a0
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Uou dtll brlq‘j 15 there no other day?

What of the leeches?

3b




37



Ay experiment.
This ghould Yo donders.




Note to self...

Frogs legs pargful
thay leeches...

But may oderdhely
{patieqt...
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Pzrba(ps next timz
the leeches.

No, o, the frogs
dill Yo.







Dear Dr. Catn:

The dillage priest hag died. The Black Death took hin.
‘ﬂ
el
-
s
We request your preseqce :
at his autopsy. \ mﬂ f”‘ft auto}ﬁl!!

He



sz 5mzlliqg galts
gutchly! ’




1 am quite alright,
thagk you.

1 must be o ny day.

You dill attend o
the funeral? Doctor
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A fed months later...
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1t seems 1 have
a penchant for gardenigg...

4h




Ab, there!
A hlack tbrusb!

1 beliede 1 :
il pame hin... ...Catn Junior.
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May 1 horrow : s
Bigurihotdrconttnlone] What 15 that foul odor!?

1 have s0alied

your rohe 1 garlic.
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Damy thig stench!

1 shall geder
eat garlic agaty!

Hod ahout 1ngesting
emeralds?
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Please take this cou.

o

1 should be paying you!

£352) 3C§_,
b
=N
= |
:ﬂiig

n’lord.

A potent remedy aganst
the Black Death.
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1’ve got you!

The perfect 1ggrediegt

for treacle!

5l




Treacle 13 a(powzrj’ul eli;cir.

Vi(pzr 15 the
first tggredieyt.
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ALl the 1ngrediegts
for my treacle.

Totling oder a
hot stode all day.
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The treacle
15 done cookung.

Oyly 10 years to go...

\Q
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A good day
for bloodletting.

Venus tovghles
and the moon 15 dagung.

Hod caf you tell?
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Oq ﬂ)e body, })0‘o many Oqz, tdo, tbrm...
pounts can he hled?
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Hod Yo you feel?

My head hurts.




Doctor Cain! Hod are you getting og?

ad®

Cleder eqough to Foolish eqough to
Youbt my progress. contique my dork.
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Hod are the rich?

AS to be z;{pzctz\o.
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Each lode and hate me
1y equal meagures.




s to he expectod.

Hod are the poor?
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Hod to attract patients? The Shall?
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Doctor! A gift!

To rzrplacz the hodl of blood.
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One step fordan,
a buqu\o $teps hac\).




Lumps on the hack
of the neck.

Saturg 15 the problem.

Why Satary?

Satury rules the cars.
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Cherries!?
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No beer, o muttoy Loy, Aq}), abode all,
no cucumbers, no eels... no cherries!!




What shall T cat, they? Spices to prodoke gdeat.

T )
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Everythung \
1) moderation!
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Gradedigger: dhy Yozt thou




Hello there!

Where 15 your frien?

The Black Death
took hun.

70



Please, attend his fuperal?

1 am go good at fugerals.

3
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Tears?
No one dill kyoa.

I supposie 30.
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Dear Dr. Cam:

The d1llage barher hag died.

We request your preseqce
at h15 autopsy.

7ha



i} Sball cbzc\) your {puliz‘




Perbaps...
Better thay sluggish.

15 mige a bad pulse?




CJ | What is this oigtment?

Hogey, Yuck grease,

tur(pzqtiqz, egq 39“}5,
and scorpion otl.
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Stand and delider!




My Very person? Yesz, to hold for ranson.

An 1 valuable? Uoud be surprized!

78



Are you ot afeared? You are a highdaymay?




Are you got afeared? Me, afeared!?

The Black Death follods e aldays. Ob
He might take an ipterest 19 you. |




Uou are a
ricb maf, Sir.

For ahat 15 more daluable
thay one’s health?

Go fou!
Be oy your day!

The Black Death amp 1

take our leade.

81



Nod for my
Yatly health check. No fever.




This be madness,
and there 15 no method 1g’t.




A(PLS’
Vead from tgfection?

1 must act hefore
1t bzcoms supper.
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Tbis Steqcb!
It 15 Yetrimental!

What shall T ¥e?




Hoo about old shoes?

‘ I ‘0 t t ‘ SO0
We might burg then. g10e them to ny guece

(53
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Burging shoes?
Would that ot feed Are your feet Dery foul?
the stegch?
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Hod Yo T escape Tobacco 15 a_good start.
the Black Death?
/
ek
AN \ N \ &
Tio hodls after breakfast. M‘o aldays if] the

Three after lugch.

presence of corpies.
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Where are your pareqts?
Your family?

Goye.

Hym. You hetter
come \Oitb e tbzq.

89



T ey Elizabeth’s cot,
Ajlf fory the hest.

hepit i No, Yo fot sdallod 1t!
1) your mouth.

90



You dere my best patrent.

Elizaheth aill

accompany you.
T e
by A
éb f
DY -
- N
A




The mooy, adake at
this time of day?

15 that good or had?

Now, dhere to cut?

97




Too many deaths
for this lLittle hool.
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Nod for my
Yaily health check. Forehead, a ut hot.




To dte dell 13 to die
gladly and dulfully.

Ths sufficeth the craft
and sctence of dying

It seems 1 an
not 5\5illzb iq }natb.

95




e — 1 The Denl 15 bugy to adert may
3 6 from faith at hig end.

4
Whoso taketh sickyess or Veath i ¢ - 3
aith sorron, it if  sigy he It is got sorrod T hade....
lodeth got God suffictently. 1 hade no dord sufficient for it




e

J)ietb ()
Surely,

an
not Ve
ederlagtingly,

Clleda

1 an fully commetted:

for there 13 no cure!




Also He cried on the cross.




Bodily sickness cometh of
the sichness of the soul.

&

Therefore the Pope tnduced hin
to seck his gpiritual leech.

\

1 szezcb tbzz,
friens!

99



Who das the fool,
dho the dizeman?

"\
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Who the beggar?
Who the emperor?

sio

Rich or poor,

all are equal 19 death.

G

100
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“T am ready, 1 thiyh.”

Doctor Caim has been summoned.

A village ravaged by the Black Death is sorely in need
of his expertise. Rich and poor alike, all seek his services.
As Doctor Caim concocts his cures, gathering roses and
carnations, lemon balm and mint, he muses on the world

around him, and the many people he treats.
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