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Doctor Caim has been summoned. 

A village ravaged by the Black Death is sorely in need 
of his expertise. Rich and poor alike, all seek his services. 
As Doctor Caim concocts his cures, gathering roses and 

carnations, lemon balm and mint, he muses on the world 
around him, and the many people he treats.
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When I began writing The Plague and Doctor Caim in 2016, I never 
imagined I would finish drawing it during a global pandemic.

I never imagined I would read about experimental treatment after treatment, much 
in the same vein as the trial and error practiced by the plague doctors of old.

I never imagined masks would become part of our daily lives. And I couldn’t help 
but muse how the beak mask was no doubt a precursor to our antiviral ones.

I never imagined how the plague doctor costume would return as a symbol of our 
current predicament, cosplayers and even Halloweeners flooding our social media 
feeds – one teenage “plague doctor” went as far as to frequent a sleepy U.K. village, 
frightening the locals enough to earn a talking to from the police.

Coronavirus has been frustrating, devastating, and heart-rending on a scale the 
entire world could have never imagined before.

The vast majority of us are in mourning for lost loved ones, or loved ones of loved 
ones. Or, at the very least, we are in mourning for the hundreds of thousands who 
have lost their lives.

But, perhaps in a few centuries, we’ll be able to find a pinch of humor in all this 
sorrow. Just in the same way I have found humor in the Bubonic plague and Doctor 
Caim.

– G.E. Gallas, 2021
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