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PART 8 DEAR TIM:  OVERCOME YOUR FEAR WITH FAITH

2 Timothy 1:15-16   NLT  As you know, everyone from the province of Asia has deserted me—even Phygelus and Hermogenes. 16 May the Lord show special kindness to Onesiphorus and all his family because he often visited and encouraged me. He was never ashamed of me because I was in chains.

2 Timothy 1:6-7 NLT  This is why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on you. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity but of power, love, and self-discipline.

AMP:  For God did not give us a spirit of timidity or cowardice or fear, but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of sound judgment and personal discipline [abilities that result in a calm, well-balanced mind and self-control].

1. Fear is a contradiction to God’s plan and purpose for our life.  

· Faith takes us forward.  Fear takes us backward. 


2. Fear is the result of our senses coming to the conclusion that we do not have what it takes to handle what we’re up against.
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1 Samuel 17:45-48 NLT  David replied to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword, spear, and javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies—the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 

46 Today the Lord will conquer you, and I will kill you and cut off your head. And then I will give the dead bodies of your men to the birds and wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel! 

47 And everyone assembled here will know that the Lord rescues his people, but not with sword and spear. This is the Lord’s battle, and he will give you to us!”

48 As Goliath moved closer to attack, David quickly ran out to meet him. 

· Never allow fear to be a determining factor in your decision making.  


3. The remedy to fear is to refocus!  


· “To live like no one else you have to live like nobody else.”  Dave Ramsey

·  “You all talk about your problem and then pray.  Your prayer is big and your God is small.”

· “We talked about our God and then prayed.  Our God was BIG and our prayers were small.”


· It’s not about the size of our faith, but the size of our God we put our faith into.

2 Timothy 1:8 NLT  So never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord. And don’t be ashamed of me, either, even though I’m in prison for him. With the strength God gives you, be ready to suffer with me for the sake of the Good News. 

4. Fear is the number one deterrent to Christians witnessing. 


Romans 1:16 NLT  For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile.

2 Timothy 1:9 NLT   For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not because we deserved it, but because that was his plan from before the beginning of time—to show us his grace through Christ Jesus. 


Isaiah 64:6  NLT We are all infected and impure with sin. When we display our righteous deeds, they are nothing but filthy rags.


Titus 3:5  NLT  He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit.

Ephesians 1:4-5  NLT   Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.

2 Timothy 1:10  NLT  And now he has made all of this plain to us by the appearing of Christ Jesus, our Savior. He broke the power of death and illuminated the way to life and immortality through the Good News. 

5. The Good News is the antidote to the fear that would try to separate us from God.


Romans 8:38-39 NLT  38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Timothy 1:11-14  And God chose me to be a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of this Good News. 12 That is why I am suffering here in prison. But I am not ashamed of it, for I know the one in whom I trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until the day of his return.

13 Hold on to the pattern of wholesome teaching you learned from me—a pattern shaped by the faith and love that you have in Christ Jesus. 14 Through the power of the Holy Spirit who lives within us, carefully guard the precious truth that has been entrusted to you.

6.  Prescription for Victory: Live by faith. Walk in love. Defend your mind with the truth of God’s Word.

2 Timothy 1:6-7 NLT   This is why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on you. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity but of power, love, and self-discipline.



FOR INVITATION – 

John 10:10-11  The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life. 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep. 


John 10:14-15
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, 15 just as my Father knows me and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep.  
