DEAR TIM
PART 10:  KEEP YOURSELF PURE

2 Timothy 2:15 NLT   Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth. 

1. Life transformation should follow our salvation experience.

Basic
Instruction
Before
Leaving
Earth


Philippians 2:12b-13 NLT  Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. 13 For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.

2 Timothy 2:19b “All who belong to the Lord must turn away from evil.”

· Salvation is the starting line, not the finish line.

Ephesians 4:21-24 NLT   Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that comes from him, 22 throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception.23 Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy.

2 Timothy 2:16-18  NLT  Avoid worthless, foolish talk that only leads to more godless behavior. 17 This kind of talk spreads like cancer, as in the case of Hymenaeus and Philetus. 18 They have left the path of truth, claiming that the resurrection of the dead has already occurred; in this way, they have turned some people away from the faith. 

John 8:32 NLT  “And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”


· LIE: God is out to get you!


· TRUTH:  God is out to rescue you!



2 Timothy 2:20 NLT  In a wealthy home some utensils are made of gold and silver, and some are made of wood and clay. The expensive utensils are used for special occasions, and the cheap ones are for everyday use. 


· They all have the same owner, but they do not carry the same honor.


1 Corinthians 3:12-13 NLT  Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. 13 But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value.

2 Timothy 2:21 NLT  If you keep yourself pure, you will be a special utensil for honorable use. Your life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use you for every good work.

TLB:   Verse 20-21 In a wealthy home there are dishes made of gold and silver as well as some made from wood and clay. The expensive dishes are used for guests, and the cheap ones are used in the kitchen or to put garbage in. 21 If you stay away from sin you will be like one of these dishes made of purest gold—the very best in the house—so that Christ himself can use you for his highest purposes.

MSG:  Become the kind of container God can use to present any and every kind of gift to his guests for their blessing.

John 14:12-13 NLT    “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. 13 You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father.” 
  


2. God desires His power and miracles to flow through you.


3. Our works don’t bring us closer to God, they bring God closer to the world.
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4. The greater our walk of purity, the more prepared we are to do God’s work. 

2 Corinthians 7:1 NLT  Because we have these promises, dear friends, let us cleanse ourselves from everything that can defile our body or spirit. And let us work toward complete holiness because we fear God.


[image: ]
















The Purity Process 

2 Timothy 2:22  Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace.  Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.  

2 Peter 1:5-10 NLT  
5 In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, 

6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone.

8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their old sins.

10 So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are among those God has called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away.


1. We run from the old life and habits.

2 Timothy 2:22  Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts.  Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace.  Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.  


1 Thessalonians 5:22 NLT  Stay away from every kind of evil.

2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT  This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!

· We shift our focus from where we have been to where we are going. 

Philippians 3:13-15   No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 15 Let all who are spiritually mature agree on these things.

2. We pursue spiritual growth and becoming more like Jesus.

2 Timothy 2:22  Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts.  Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace.  Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.  

2 Peter 1:8 NLT   The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

· Spiritual maturity is when our born again spirit dominates the decisions and direction of our life.

Romans 8:5-6 NLT Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. 6 So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace. 

3. Hang out with gold friends.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2 Timothy 2:22  Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts.  Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace.  Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.  

1 Corinthians 15:33b NLT  . . .  “bad company corrupts good character.”

Proverbs 27:17  NLT  As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.
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Gold Purity by Karat Count

Karat Measure Gold Purity
24 karat 100% pure gold
22 karat 91.7% gold + 8.3% other metal(s)
18 karat 75% gold + 25% other metal(s)
14 karat 58% gold + 42% other metal(s)
10 karat 42% gold + 58% other metal(s)
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