DEAR TIM
Part 12:  Trust the Scriptures

2 Timothy 3:10  NLT But you, Timothy, certainly know what I teach, and how I live, and what my purpose in life is. 

1. True discipleship happens life on life.

KNOW [Greek]:  to follow near, trace out, conform to

a. What I teach:  They need to hear your instruction.

b. How I live:  They need to see your life.

c. My purpose in life:  They need to know your heart.   


2 Timothy 3:10b-11  You know my faith, my patience, my love, and my endurance. 11 You know how much persecution and suffering I have endured. You know all about how I was persecuted in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra—but the Lord rescued me from all of it. 


2 Corinthians 11:23 – 28  NLT  I have worked harder, been put in prison more often, been whipped times without number, and faced death again and again. 24 Five different times the Jewish leaders gave me thirty-nine lashes. 

25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. Once I spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea. 

26 I have traveled on many long journeys. I have faced danger from rivers and from robbers. I have faced danger from my own people, the Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. I have faced danger in the cities, in the deserts, and on the seas. And I have faced danger from men who claim to be believers but are not. 

27 I have worked hard and long, enduring many sleepless nights. I have been hungry and thirsty and have often gone without food. I have shivered in the cold, without enough clothing to keep me warm.

28 Then, besides all this, I have the daily burden of my concern for all the churches.


d. Faith: How I connect with God and deal with doubt.

e. Patience: How I deal with stress. 

f. Love:  How I deal with people.

g. Endurance:  How I deal with problems & persecutions 

h. Persecution: You've witnessed the results firsthand.


2. We must always remember that our lives are highly contagious.  


3. Parents are the number one influencer upon a child’s life.


2 Timothy 3:12-15 NLT   Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 13 But evil people and impostors will flourish. They will deceive others and will themselves be deceived.

14 But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You know they are true, for you know you can trust those who taught you.

15 You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. 


Proverbs 22:6  NLT  Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it.


4. Never allow your doubts to override your faith in the scriptures. 


2 Timothy 3:16  NLT  All Scripture is inspired by God . . . 

AMP:  All Scripture is God-breathed [given by divine inspiration]


Genesis 2:7  Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person.

John 20:21-22 NLT  Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”


5. Every time we read the scriptures we breathe the life of God into us.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2 Timothy 3:16  NLT  All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.

AMP:  All Scripture is God-breathed [given by divine inspiration] and is profitable for instruction, for conviction [of sin], for correction [of error and restoration to obedience], for training in righteousness [learning to live in conformity to God’s will, both publicly and privately—behaving honorably with personal integrity and moral courage]; 17 so that the man of God may be complete and proficient, outfitted and thoroughly equipped for every good work.


Hebrews 12:10-11 NLT  10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how. But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. 11 No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way.


Psalm 103:3-5 NLT     He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases. 4 He redeems me from death and crowns me with love and tender mercies. 5 He fills my life with good things.  My youth is renewed like the eagle’s!

James 1:13  NLT  And remember, when you are being tempted, do not say, “God is tempting me.” God is never tempted to do wrong, and he never tempts anyone else. 


6. The goal of scripture is that each one of us would share in God’s divine nature.  

2 Peter 1:3-4  NLT   By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence. 

4 And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused by human desires.


