DEAR TIM
PART 9:  BE STRONG AND ENDURE 
PART 10:  KEEP YOURSELF PURE

OPEN:
1. Welcome South Campus / Online Campus
2. We are in Chapter TWO of 2nd Timothy
3. These are Paul’s final Holy Spirit Inspired Words to the Church and to Timothy.

4. We are only going to cover the first half today.

PART 9:  BE STRONG & ENDURE 
5. Too many people believe that once God is on their side that all of their problems and persecutions will go away.

6. FALSE.

7. How many of you found that once you became alive to Christ it seemed like all the demons in hell woke up and started attacking you.

8. WHY?  You weren’t a threat before.
9.  Throughout this chapter Paul is going to get VERY practical about LIVING this Christian life.

10. Let’s Begin:

2 Timothy 2:1  Timothy, my dear son, be strong through the grace that God gives you in Christ Jesus. 

a. TWO EXTREMES:  
1) People attempt to live for God ONLY out of their human will and works.

2) Too many people want God to do it all.  “I’ll just sit back and watch God work.”
b. He is telling Timothy.  You must engage the grace of God to move forward in life.

c. NO!  We saw last week how David had to put action to his faith and RUN at the thing he feared the most.

d. KEY:  The giant ONLY FELL once David ACTED on the promises of God!

Ephesians 2:8 NIV  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—

Back to VERSE 1:  “be strong through the grace that God gives you in Christ Jesus.”

e. GREEK: STRONG (V 1):  Actually means to “be empowered” 

f. “Be empowered through the grace God gives you.”

ON YOUR NOTES TODAY . . .
1. The power of God’s grace doesn’t end at salvation it only begins.

a. Grace is a lifestyle.
b. Grace is meant to be a spiritual source of DAILY power and strength.

c. In 2 Corinthians 12:  Paul’s thorn in the flesh / “A messenger of Satan to torment me.”

d. Paul’s response:

2 Corinthians 12:8-10   8 Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. (LORD, YOU DO SOMETHING ABOUT THIS) 

9 Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me.

10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

e. How can this be?
f. EX:  It’s God’s SUPER on your NATURAL.
g.  “By the measurements of MY ABILITY I would come up short and lacking.  

h. But when I rely upon the greater one inside of me, the grace that empowers me, and I can do things I could NOT do on my own.

i. EX:  Too many people attempt to defeat sin with just will power.  “I will not sin . . . I will not sin!”

j. “By the power of GRACE that lives in me I die to the old man and old habits and I LIVE my life empowered by the Spirit of the living God to conquer sin, habits and addictions!” 

k. Verse 2

2 Timothy 2:2  You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses. Now teach these truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to others.

· What was Paul teaching?  THE WORD!
· What is the lesson he wants us to grasp?

2. Be strong in the Word so you can reproduce it in others.   

a. Know the word not just to save yourself but to rescue others.   To make disciples.  

b. Our goal is not to make it to heaven. 
 
c. Our goal is to take as many people as we possibly can “SAVE!”

d. EX:  Learning to swim.  VS  Learning to save others
· Swimming lessons at the YMCA as a kid.
· Guppies, Minnows, Fish, Flying Fish, Shark.
· I was a good swimmer.  But a struggling swimmer would have taken me out.
· Went on to take RESCUE classes.
· EX:  Bring Kim up to demonstrate.  

e. EX:  The mistake Christians make is they say, “I’m good.  I’m saved.  I’m not going to drown.”

f. BUT – God wants us to TEACH THESE TRUTHS to other trustworthy people so they can pass it on to others.

· Find other potential LEADERS and reproduce

g. DOMINO EFFECT:  We are called to be contagious! 
h. THRIVE Discipleship Groups launch next month – WED NIGHTS / Tues @ South  AUG 21&22!!!

**Now Paul is going to use three examples to help us understand; Soldier, Athlete, and a Farmer

SOLDIER

2 Timothy 2:3-4 NLT  Endure suffering along with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 Soldiers don’t get tied up in the affairs of civilian life, for then they cannot please the officer who enlisted them.  

a. By this point in Paul’s life he is all too familiar with Roman soldiers.

b. Paul roughly spent a total of 6 YEARS in prison in various lengths during his ministry.

c. We see in Ephesians 6 that he compares the natural armor of a soldier to our spiritual armor.  

d. He says, “ENDURE SUFFERING” = This is a PROCESS we are going to go through.

· en·dure: To remain firm under suffering or misfortune without yielding.

· Hardships are not over instantly but have to be endured.

e. How do we do that?????

3. We endure hardship by keeping our eyes upon our Commander in Chief; Jesus.

a. THE SOLDIER TEACHES US TO STAY COMMITTED 

Hebrews 12:1-2 NLT  Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. 

2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne. 

Paul put it this way . . .

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 Common EB  We are experiencing all kinds of trouble, BUT we aren’t crushed. We are confused, BUT we aren’t depressed. 9 We are harassed, BUT we aren’t abandoned. We are knocked down, BUT we aren’t knocked out.

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 CEB  Our temporary minor problems are producing an eternal stockpile of glory for us that is beyond all comparison. 18 We don’t focus on the things that can be seen but on the things that can’t be seen. The things that can be seen don’t last, but the things that can’t be seen are eternal.

2 Timothy 2:4  Soldiers don’t get tied up in the affairs of civilian life, for then they cannot please the officer who enlisted them. 

Colossians 3:1-3  NLT  Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand.2 Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. 3 For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God.

ATHLETE
2 Timothy 2:5  And athletes cannot win the prize unless they follow the rules.

a. All too often Christians don’t want to follow the rules.
b. They use GRACE as a SHORTCUT or BYPASS to living a disciplined life of holiness before God.

c. Some use GRACE as their get out of jail free card:  “I can live and do anything I want because God loves me and forgives me regardless of what I do.”

d. You may choose that path.  BUT don’t expect to get the PRIZE!

1 Corinthians 9:24-27  NLT  Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the prize? So run to win! 25 All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize.

 26 So I run with purpose in every step. I am not just shadowboxing. 27 I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.


e. DISCIPLE // DISCIPLINE

f. A discipline life of purpose gets the prize!!!!

1 Corinthians 10:23 NLT   You say, “I am allowed to do anything”—but not everything is good for you. You say, “I am allowed to do anything”—but not everything is beneficial.

g. Too many people choose their own path and ask God to bless it.

h. When we follow God’s prescription for life the path is already blessed!!

· As a Sinner; Grace washes, purifies, and makes us holy so we can fellowship with a Holy God.  

· As a Believer; Grace empowers us to sustain our purified and holy state.

a. EX:  Stage and floor example

Hebrews 4:16 AMP  Therefore let us [with privilege] approach the throne of grace [that is, the throne of God’s gracious favor] with confidence and without fear, so that we may receive mercy [for our failures] and find [His amazing] grace to help in time of need [an appropriate blessing, coming just at the right moment].

· God’s Word doesn’t constrict us, it LIBERATES us.

b. Keeps the enemy from binding us up in sin, habits and addictions again.

Galatians 5:1 GNT  Freedom is what we have—Christ has set us free! Stand, then, as free people, and do not allow yourselves to become slaves again.

b. THE ATHLETE TEACHES US TO BE DISCIPLINED

4. A disciplined life of obedience to God’s Word maintains our position in Christ.

John 15:14 NLT (Jesus said)  “You are my friends if you do what I command.”

Luke 11:28 NLT  Jesus replied, “But even more blessed are all who hear the word of God and put it into practice.”

FARMER
2 Timothy 2:6  And hardworking farmers should be the first to enjoy the fruit of their labor.

5. The fruit of our labor is based upon our willingness to plant.

a. HARDWORKING!!

b. A central theme of the Bible is the law of sowing and reaping.

c. A Farmer is the one who first said:  “The early bird gets the worm”

d. Hard work and patience produces abundant fruit.  

e. The level of our investment determines our rewards.

Galatians 6:7-8 Phillips   Don’t be under any illusion: you cannot make a fool of God! A man’s harvest in life will depend entirely on what he sows. If he sows for his own lower nature his harvest will be the decay and death of his own nature. But if he sows for the Spirit he will reap the harvest of everlasting life by that Spirit.

Our work ethic determines the size of our crop.  

2 Corinthians 9:6 NLT  Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. 

f. EX:  How many of you know that it takes more work and discipline to plant 100 acres of seed than it does 20 acres.

g. THE FARMER TEACHES US A WORK ETHIC AND  PATIENCE

h. The scripture is calling us to a place of MATURITY!

i. Paul is calling Timothy and you and me to put forth the work, effort, the discipline, the self control to run our race and follow the rules.  Don’t try and take short cuts.

j. In verses 8-10 Paul talks about his commitment to endure – let’s skip down to verse 11.

WE’RE GOING TO SKIP DOWN TO VERSE 11:
2 Timothy 2:8-10
8 Always remember that Jesus Christ, a descendant of King David, was raised from the dead. This is the Good News I preach. 9 And because I preach this Good News, I am suffering and have been chained like a criminal. But the word of God cannot be chained. 10 So I am willing to endure anything if it will bring salvation and eternal glory in Christ Jesus to those God has chosen.

2 Timothy 2:11-13  This is a trustworthy saying: If we die with him, we will also live with him. 12 If we endure hardship, we will reign with him. If we deny him he will deny us. 13 If we are unfaithful, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny who he is.

· LET’S BREAK IT DOWN

2 Timothy 2:11  If we die with him, we will also live with him.

· Positional Truth
· When we got saved we died with Christ.  
· Live with Him – present and future tense

Romans 6:5-11 NLT   Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. 6 We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. 

8 And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him. 9 We are sure of this because Christ was raised from the dead, and he will never die again. Death no longer has any power over him. 

10 When he died, he died once to break the power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the glory of God. 11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 2:2:12a  If we endure hardship, we will reign with him. 
· Temporal Truth 
· Don’t give up!!!!!!  Patience of the farmer
· Endure – bear up under pressure.  You outlast the pressure.  

· STORE up treasure in heaven.

2 Timothy
2:12b  If we deny him he will deny us.

MSG:  If we turn our backs on him, he’ll turn his back on us;

ERV:  If we refuse to say we know him, he will refuse to say he knows us.

· This is God respecting our will
· This is very similar to the words of Jesus.

Matthew 10:33 NLT  (Jesus said) “But everyone who denies me here on earth, I will also deny before my Father in heaven.”

· ON the GOOD NEWS SIDE – look at James 4:

James 4:8 NLT Come close to God, and God will come close to you.

2 Timothy 2:13  If we are unfaithful, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny who he is.
· If we struggle to believe.
· If we waver in faith

6. God remains faithful to His Word and His Covenant even when we struggle to believe. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]“Cannot” = Dunamai – “He doesn’t have the power to be unfaithful.
CLOSE:

REVIEW

1. Lean into the power of Grace!

2. Be diligent to share the Good News with others and save them.  Share the blessings and the promise!

3. Keep your eyes on Jesus and follow the Commander in Chief.

4. Live a godly disciplined life and reap the rewards.
5. Be faithful to plant, work, invest, and be patient. 
6. Trust in the faithfulness of God.

INVITATION
Mark 8:34-38 NLT   WORDS OF JESUS IN RED
Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me.35 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it.

36 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? 37 Is anything worth more than your soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my message in these adulterous and sinful days, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels.”


OFFERING
(2 Corinthians 9:6-8 NLT) 

“A farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. You must each DECIDE IN YOUR HEART how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. 

“For God loves a person who GIVES CHEERFULLY.”  And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others.”














































14 Remind everyone about these things, and command them in God’s presence to stop fighting over words. Such arguments are useless, and they can ruin those who hear them.

15 Work hard (Be Diligent) so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth. 16 Avoid worthless, foolish talk that only leads to more godless behavior. 17 This kind of talk spreads like cancer, as in the case of Hymenaeus and Philetus. 18 They have left the path of truth, claiming that the resurrection of the dead has already occurred; in this way, they have turned some people away from the faith.


19 But God’s truth stands firm like a foundation stone with this inscription: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and “All who belong to the Lord must turn away from evil.”
20 In a wealthy home some utensils are made of gold and silver, and some are made of wood and clay. The expensive utensils are used for special occasions, and the cheap ones are for everyday use. 21 If you keep yourself pure, you will be a special utensil for honorable use. Your life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use you for every good work.
22 Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace. Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.
23 Again I say, don’t get involved in foolish, ignorant arguments that only start fights. 24 A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be patient with difficult people. 25 Gently instruct those who oppose the truth. Perhaps God will change those people’s hearts, and they will learn the truth. 26 Then they will come to their senses and escape from the devil’s trap. For they have been held captive by him to do whatever he wants.

For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people. And we are instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God.  

Christ gave his life to free us from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and to make us his very own people, totally committed to doing good deeds.




