PART 8 DEAR TIM:  OVERCOMING YOUR FEAR WITH FAITH

OPEN
1. Welcome South Campus / Online
2. This is Paul’s last letter prior to being executed.

3. He is writing Timothy because due to persecutions against Christians and Christian leaders he has pulled back and is taking a low profile.

2 Timothy 1:15-16   NLT  As you know, everyone from the province of Asia has deserted me—even Phygelus and Hermogenes. 16 May the Lord show special kindness to Onesiphorus and all his family because he often visited and encouraged me. He was never ashamed of me because I was in chains.

4. We are in Chapter ONE – pick up where we left off last Sunday.


2 Timothy 1:6-7 NLT
 6 This is why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on you.   WHY?  

7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity (cowardliness, lacking courage), but of power, love, and self-discipline.

AMP VERSE 7:  For God did not give us a spirit of timidity or cowardice or fear, but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of sound judgment and personal discipline [abilities that result in a calm, well-balanced mind and self-control].

If you’re taking notes today . . .
1. Fear is a contradiction to God’s plan and purpose for our life.  
a. God is not the author of fear.
b. Fear is meant to derail us.
c. The intention of fear is to stop us from rightfully receiving what God has intended for us.

· Faith takes us forward.  Fear takes us backward.

· Faith leads us to victory.  Fear leads us to defeat.

d. EX:  GOLIATH:  Fear shut down the elite soldiers of Israel’s Army when Goliath appeared.
· God created you to walk in victory!
· But the enemy’s plan is to derail God’s plan and purpose!
· EX:  King Saul believed the circumstances MORE than he did his God!!

On your notes . . . the source of fear . . . BEST DEFINITION
2. Fear is the result of our senses coming to the conclusion that we do not have what it takes to handle what we’re up against.

a. EX:  Chiwawa is barking and running at me VS 

b. Think about a current or recent situation you have faced.

· “I’m not sure I can do that?”  I QUESTION MY ABILITY

· “THE Doctor’s Report . . .” 
· “I’m not sure how my boss will respond?”


ACRONYM FOR FEAR:  

· False 
· Evidence 
· Appearing 
· Real

c. God has called us to live by faith!  To walk in HIS POWER!  LOVE (never fails)!  SOUND JUDGEMENT and MIND!

d. EX:  David shows up on the scene.  (CONTRAST)

· QUOTE:  “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God!”

· HE ASKED KING SAUL - PERMISSION TO FIGHT GOLIATH

· MIND BLOWING:  Saul allowed him to go


· WHY?  David’s faith was contagious!  (LION | BEAR)

· He INFECTED those around him with the antidote to fear = FAITH

1 Samuel 17:45-48 NLT  David replied to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword, spear, and javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies—the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 

46 Today the Lord will conquer you, and I will kill you and cut off your head. And then I will give the dead bodies of your men to the birds and wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel! 

47 And everyone assembled here will know that the Lord rescues his people, but not with sword and spear. This is the Lord’s battle, and he will give you to us!”

48 As Goliath moved closer to attack, David quickly ran out to meet him. 

· David RAN at what everyone feared and become a hero.
· RUN towards the thing you fear the most!!
· The battle is the Lords – not yours!
· You’re advancing based upon God’s ability and not your own!
· Never allow fear to be a determining factor in your decision making.  

a. A decision based upon fear will lead you astray.  It is never a safe guide.

b. EX:  Parenting / Homeschool: A)  I’m afraid of what my kids might here, see, or do!!!!  B) I am a better educator and can help my child advance better.
c. EX:  Work – Applying for the new job or position!
d. EX:  Years Ago – Hired a woman / Ch. Pastor Me FIRING – 90 DAYS
· This might look bad?
· What will the church people say?
· What if it’s not the right decision?
· What if people leave the church?
· FAITH and WISDOM said – What is best for the church?
· TRUTH:  Multiple members – “Good call pastor!”

3. The remedy for fear is to refocus!  

a. Paul said to Tim:  Remember the faith of your mother, grandmother, and your own!

b. Remember the faithfulness of God!
c. Think about your God.  Think about what you have been given.

· “If you will live like no one else, later you can live like no one else.”    Dave Ramsey

EX:  SISTER SILVIA (Old Saint – Warrior of Faith)  

QUESTION:  Why don’t we see the healings and miracles that we hear you talk about of years ago??    

“What is the difference between the way we pray and you all prayed?”

She said:  

· “You all talk about your problem and then pray.  Your prayer is big and your God is small.”

· “We talked about our God and then prayed.  Our God was BIG and our prayers were small.”

MAKE YOU GOD BIG –

Jesus said if we have faith – the size of a mustard seed (smallest seed on earth) we can move mountains!!!

· It’s not about the size of our faith, but the size of our God we put our faith into!!!!!

Now let’s get back to Paul’s letter to Tim.
2 Timothy 1:8 NLT
8 So never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord. And don’t be ashamed of me, either, even though I’m in prison for him. With the strength God gives you, be ready to suffer with me for the sake of the Good News. 

4. Fear is the number one deterrent to Christians witnessing. (and sharing the good news.)

a. Timothy faced it and we face it!
b. What if they get mad?  Fear!
c. What if they are offended?  Fear!
d. “They are probably already saved?  Fear!
e. If we were bringing a message of doom and gloom maybe there would be a reason.
· EX:  BAD NEWS

1) You have to wear an orange tunic.
2) You have to move to Afghanistan
3) You’re not allowed to have money or material possessions.
4) You can’t be married or have sex
5) You can only eat rice and camels.

· That's Bad news!!!!

Romans 1:16 NLT  For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile.

Look at the good news back in 
2 Timothy 1:9 NLT   For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not because we deserved it, but because that was his plan from before the beginning of time—to show us his grace through Christ Jesus. 

a. He called us OUT of our life of sin, despair, and pain, and he invited us to live life on another level.

b. “You no longer have to live in the CELLER of sin.  I’m moving you to live a higher life in the Penthouse of Holiness!”  


Isaiah 64:6  NLT We are all infected and impure with sin. When we display our righteous deeds, they are nothing but filthy rags.

· Our works can’t save us.  They stink

Titus 3:5  NLT  He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit.

· ****It’s not about if YOU can do it.  It’s about trusting that God makes a way when there is no way.

· ALLOW Jesus to defeat the sin – it is not up to you!

Ephesians 1:4-5  NLT   Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.


2 Timothy 1:10  NLT  And now he has made all of this plain to us by the appearing of Christ Jesus, our Savior. He broke the power of death and illuminated the way to life and immortality through the Good News. 

· Jesus came, died, rose, lives, He is LORD!

5. The Good News is the antidote to the fear that would try to separate us from God.

a. Fear tells us God is mad at us, disappointed, frustrated, etc….  GOOD NEWS – HE’S NOT!!

b. Fear tells us God has rejected us due to our sin.
c. Fear tells us we are not worthy or good enough to be in God’s presence!

d. Good NEWS is that we have access by faith through GRACE in Christ Jesus!

e. [bookmark: _GoBack]We approach God not by how we feel but by FAITH!

Romans 8:38-39 NLT  38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 

39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Let’s wrap this chapter up . . .

2 Timothy 1:11-14
11 And God chose me to be a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of this Good News. (Declaring the honor and boldness)12 That is why I am suffering here in prison. But I am not ashamed of it, for I know the one in whom I trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until the day of his return.

13 Hold on to the pattern of wholesome teaching you learned from me—a pattern shaped by the faith and love that you have in Christ Jesus. 14 Through the power of the Holy Spirit who lives within us, carefully guard the precious truth that has been entrusted to you.

6.  Prescription for Victory (IN LIFE): Live by faith. Walk in love. Defend your mind with the truth of God’s Word.

2 Timothy 1:6-7 NLT   This is why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on you. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity but of power, love, and self-discipline.

a.  Let’s stop FEAR in its tracks this week!
b. I dare you to RUN at something that you have been fearing.
· Make that phone call to your dad.
· Apply for that job.
· Launch that new business idea.
· Share Christ with a friend and invite them to church.


INVITATION:

GOOD SHEPHERD – LOOK AT THE WORDS OF Jesus

THESE ARE RED LETTERS IN THE BIBLE  - because it is defining Jesus’ words.

John 10:10-11  The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life. 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep. 

· Maybe you have been told that “God is out to get you.”
· Lies and fear from the enemy – to keep you from having a relationship with God.
· Jesus is the GOOD Shepherd.
· He takes care, defends, protects, feeds, and tends to his sheep.
· 

John 10:14-15
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, 15 just as my Father knows me and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep. 
· Jesus sacrificed his life so you could have the abundant life with God that he desires you to have.
· God has made his decision about YOU.  He wants a relationship with you.
· Now it’s up to you to make a decision about your relationship with him???
· Accept or reject him?  It’s your call.
· I believe in you!  I believe you’re going to make a good decision, the best decision that you will ever make!!! 
