DEAR TIM
PART 2:  Invest in prayer


1 Timothy 2:1  NLT   I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them. 
a. The power of prayer.
b. This is a simple REQUEST before God.
c. Intercession – To stand in the place of someone else
d. Praying for you family, neighbors, friends, coworkers
e. All too often we forget to give thanks!!
f. Giving of thanks:

g. All prayer should end with thanksgiving!!!

Philippians 4:6 NLT Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.

1. Our prayers make a big difference.

a. The enemy lies and deceives us: “Don’t bother to pray it won’t make a difference.

b. John 8:44 Jesus says that Satan “Is the father of lies and there is no truth in him.”

c. Whenever he speaks he speaks lies

d. LIE:  “Your prayers don’t make a difference!  Why bother?”

e. Turn the lie around to reveal the truth!!

f. OPPOSITE of a LIE = TRUTH

James 5:16 NLT  Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results. 

AMPC:  5:16b  The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power available [dynamic in its working].

g. My prayers have great and wonderful results!!!!

One of the things that stops a lot of people from praying is “I just don’t know how?”

2. When we don’t know how to pray the Holy Spirit will assist us.

Romans 8:26-27 NLT And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. 27 And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s own will. 

1 Corinthians 14:14-15a NLT  For if I pray in tongues, my spirit is praying, but I don’t understand what I am saying.  15 Well then, what shall I do? I will pray in the spirit, and I will also pray in words I understand. 

3. Prayer is a lifestyle not an event.
 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 NLT  Never stop praying. 

Ephesians 5:18 NLT  Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.

Gerald Brooks.  “I never pray longer than 10 minutes, but I never go longer than 10 minutes without praying.”


1 Timothy 2:2   Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity

4. Prayer is meant to be politically neutral.  

a. (neither democrat or republican, tea party or green party.) . 
b. We are commanded to pray for our leaders, our president, and all of those in authority regardless of our political beliefs or opinions

1 Timothy 2:3  This is good and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth. 

a. Desires everyone to be saved!!  
b. YES – Even republicans and democrats

2 Peter 3:9b  NLT  . . . He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.

c. Calvinist – Believe that God picks and chooses who will be saved???  We believe Armenian – God gave man a free will to choose 

1 Timothy 2:5-8 NLT   For, There is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus. 6 He gave his life to purchase freedom for everyone. This is the message God gave to the world at just the right time. 
a. The reason we have access to God is because of the work of Jesus on the cross.

5. We have direct access to God through Jesus Christ, our High Priest.

b. Jesus paid the ransom to purchase our freedom and give us entrance to the Father.

John 16:23 NLT  At that time you won't need to ask me for anything. I tell you the truth, you will ask the Father directly, and he will grant your request because you use my name.

c. When you pray – pray to the father in the name of Jesus. 

d. You don’t need me to be your mediator.  You don’t need a priest to approach God on your behalf.

e. THUS, we often close in prayer; “In Jesus Name”
· In Jesus name we come to the throne
· In Jesus name we are deemed holy and pure 
· In Jesus name we boldly come to the throne of grace

1 Timothy 2:7-8 NLT  And I have been chosen as a preacher and apostle to teach the Gentiles this message about faith and truth. I’m not exaggerating—just telling the truth. 8 In every place of worship, I want men to pray with holy hands lifted up to God, free from anger and controversy.

· Men – your hands and your body are GOD’S!
· EX:  Look at your hands – they are HOLY!!!  Intended to be use for holy purposes.  

· You are the temple of the Holy Spirit
· We are to honor God with our bodies.

THE ROLE OF WOMEN

1 Timothy 2:9-10 NLT  And I want women to be modest (moderate) in their appearance.  They should wear decent and appropriate clothing and not draw attention to themselves by the way they fix their hair or by wearing gold or pearls or expensive clothes. 10 For women who claim to be devoted to God should make themselves attractive by the good things they do.

1. A woman’s true beauty is inward not outward.

a. MODEST not BLAND
b. Ladies you know this – men are visually stimulated.
c. Don’t draw attention to yourselves physically
d. Be filled with beautiful wisdom
e. 
The true beauty of a woman is visible by her character.  Inner Beauty.

NOW LET’S HIT IT!

1 Timothy 2:11-12 NLT  Women should learn quietly and submissively. 12 I do not let women teach men or have authority over them. Let them listen quietly. 

ONE OTHER parallel scripture: 

1 Corinthians 14:34-35 NLT  Women should be silent during the church meetings. It is not proper for them to speak. They should be submissive, just as the law says. 35 If they have any questions, they should ask their husbands at home, for it is improper for women to speak in church meetings.

a. PAUL WAS NOT attempting to quench women.  He was attempting to bring order into the church.  

b. Women did not know how to behave or act in church – because prior to Jesus Christ they had never been invited!

c. At this point in time in history women generally were uneducated and had previously not been invited to public meetings.  The New Testament Church was actually plowing new ground.

· Out of sight, quiet, not seen.
· Law – go out in the public – face covered
· Women could not own property
· No citizenship.  No role, no public speech, 
· Very similar to Muslim countries today – similar to the Roman world
· Women could not initiate divorce
· Could not receive inheritance

· considered the legal property of their fathers.  At marriage – became the legal property of the husband.  

d. WHAT WAS HAPPENING?  Men and women were most likely seated on different sides of the meeting hall or church.  Women were interrupting and asking their husband questions.

e. Paul was trying to teach women how to behave in church so they could be there with all the GUYS!

f. He instructs women to take on a posture of learning humbly rather than talking when they don't know what they're talking about.

g. The Ephesians were buying into a pagan belief that women were special mediators of that truth and salvation to men. Paul is correcting the false teaching that women had some sacred connection to divine knowledge that made them superior to men and more fit to teach about spiritual things. 
h.  female claims of superiority were rooted in the false teaching that they gave life to man without the help of any man. 
i. 

j. The context of 1 Timothy suggests the best translation of the Greek word/verb authentein in 2:12 is: “I do not permit a woman to teach or to act superior to a man.”

k. The culture of that time here is what was happening:

l. When you put all the pieces above together, Paul is telling Timothy to prohibit women from teaching or practicing a local heresy. He wanted them to learn the truth of the Gospel rather than espouse a distorted mix of theology from Greek philosophy and local religion that misconstrued Genesis 1-3. Paul was specifically concerned that "what" women were teaching confused "who" the real mediator of spiritual life and divine knowledge is. Women were displacing "the man Jesus Christ" as they claimed spiritual superiority over men.

m. http://www.reenactingtheway.com/blog/women-should-not-teach-men-what-1-timothy-2-in-context 

n. As I will show you - Paul is the one who took the lid off of women in ministry!

2. Equality in spiritual gifts.

Acts 1:14-15  Group of 120 men and women were gathered – waiting on the promise of the Holy Spirit / Jesus’ mother was one of them.

Acts 2:4  NLT And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.

· IT DOESN’T SAY THE MEN RECEIVED FIRST


Acts 10:34-35 NLT   Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that God shows no favoritism. 35 In every nation he accepts those who fear him and do what is right.

a. He said this in response to Cornelius, a Gentile, who got saved and baptized in the Holy Spirit.
b. Peter thought this was ONLY for the JEWS!
c. God – said – no way!!!

Joel 2:28-29 NLT  “Then, after doing all those things, I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your old men will dream dreams, and your young men will see visions. 29 In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on servants—men and women alike.


Galatians 3:26-28  NLT For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 And all who have been united with Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes. 28 There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

3. Equality in the church.

1 Corinthians 1:10  NLT  I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other. Let there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and purpose. 

When you come in this building there is no race, sex, color, rich or poor, - 	WE ARE ONE!

· Paul gives women the right to pray, prophesy publicly, and operate in the gifts of the Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians 11:5  

5 And every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head—it is just as though her head were shaved. 

For the first time in public history women are being encouraged to speak out and use their gift.


4. Women were valued in Jesus’ ministry.

JESUS MINISTRY
1. Notice where you see Jesus doing ministry???  Hillside, by the lake. . . WHY?
· Women were not allowed in the temple.

· By teaching on the hillside or by the sea Jesus opened the door for women and children to also hear his teaching.
2. Jesus said – I am going to break past man’s custom’s and traditions.  I want to include women and children!!!

3. Anointed as KING

a. In the OT people were ordained or anointed for ministry by the anointing oil.
b. Samuel Anointed David to be king of Israel – poured it over his head.
c. A symbol of God’s Spirit upon David to be KING
d. Who anointed Jesus??    WOMEN!


· Jesus was anointed by women.

John 12:3  Then Mary took a twelve-ounce jar of expensive perfume made from essence of nard, and she anointed Jesus’ feet with it, wiping his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance.


Matthew 26:7 While he was eating, a woman came in with a beautiful alabaster jar of expensive perfume and poured it over his head.


· Jesus died for ALL.  – absolute equality!  
e. A male soul is not more valuable than a female soul.  
f. Jesus died equally for every race, group, sex, poor people, rich people, , , ,

· Jesus first revealed himself after his resurrection to women and told them to go and proclaim he was had risen from the grave.  
· Jesus honored women, appearing first to Mary Magdalene.
Women were the first to find the empty tomb
Jesus told them to go and tell the others that he was alive.  THE FIRST PEOPLE TO PROCLAIM HIS RESURRECTION WERE WOMAN!!



5. Women functioning in leadership.

· There are some who teach – “WRONG for a woman to teach in church or to stand and teach men.”

· We must look at ALL of scripture in formulating our beliefs.


· Overseer / Church Leader

1 Timothy 3:1  NLT This is a trustworthy saying: “If someone aspires to be a church leader, he desires an honorable position.”

· [bookmark: _GoBack]GREEK:  Does not use the word “man”  That was inserted by the KJ translators.  GREEK says “if anyone!”  Male or female!


· Lois & Eunice
1. PAUL’S WORDS TO TIMOTHY --- 2 Timothy 1:5 I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also

2. HOW DID TIMOTHY GET THAT SAME FAITH???


· Priscilla - Pastor

Acts 18:24-26 NLT  Meanwhile, a Jew named Apollos, an eloquent speaker who knew the Scriptures well, had arrived in Ephesus from Alexandria in Egypt. 25 He had been taught the way of the Lord, and he taught others about Jesus with an enthusiastic spirit and with accuracy. However, he knew only about John’s baptism. 26 When Priscilla and Aquila heard him preaching boldly in the synagogue, they took him aside and explained the way of God even more accurately.

Romans 16:3-4 NLT   Give my greetings to Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in the ministry of Christ Jesus. 4 In fact, they once risked their lives for me. I am thankful to them, and so are all the Gentile churches. 5 Also give my greetings to the church that meets in their home.

Priscilla was a PASTOR with her husband.


· Phoebe – Deacon

Romans 16:1 NLT  I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a deacon in the church in Cenchrea.

· Many translations use the word “servant”  GREEK:  Minister/ Deacon

Look at Paul’s personal testimony Romans 16
His own testimony and experience in life and ministry is filled with women.

· Junia – Apostle

Romans 16:7 NLT  Greet Andronicus and Junia, my fellow Jews, who were in prison with me. They are highly respected among the apostles and became followers of Christ before I did. 


· Twin Sisters and Persis – Worked for the Lord

Romans 16:12 NLT  Give my greetings to Tryphena and Tryphosa, the Lord’s workers, and to dear Persis, who has worked so hard for the Lord. 

SO WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN TO the saints at the church of Colorado Springs called ROCK FAMILY CHURCH?

REAL MEN
1. Release women into ministry
2. Real men are not intimidated by learning from a woman.
3. Value the gift women are to the world and to the body of Christ.
4. Honor the gift and wisdom regardless of the sex of the body it is coming from.  I have learned and will continue to learn FROM WOMEN!

1. There are no racial, ethnic, social, sexual, educational or economical segregation or divisions.
· Black, white, brown, or green.  
· Male, female, rich, poor, skinny, fat, tall and short
· Young, old, over the hill, going up the hill
· right side of the tracks, left side, wrong side of the tracks, 
· Black, white, brown, Hispanic, Mexican, Puerto Rican, American Indian, Asian, Arabic, Indian, and every combination in between.
· red neck, blue collar, white collar, no collar, 
· ALL ARE HIGHLY VALUED AND ESTEEMED AND TREATED EQUALLY.  

2. Women are highly valued as a gift to the body of Christ.

3. Women can and will serve on the pastoral staff and in LEADERSHIP.  They will freely teach, instruct, and share God’s Word and wisdom with MEN and WOMEN.  They are encouraged to function in the five fold ministry gifts of apostle, prophet, pastor, teacher, and evangelist.

4. Women are encouraged to flow and operate in the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.

5. Women are a 1st class member equally esteemed with men with a high value placed on their gifts and callings.

6. The men are not too proud to learn and grow from the wisdom a woman may share or impart.

7. WE ARE THANKFUL GOD MADE WOMEN!  Can I get an AMEN?







13 (CREATION) For God made Adam first, and afterward he made Eve. 14 (IN THE FALL) And it was not Adam who was deceived by Satan. The woman was deceived, and sin was the result. 15 (IN RECOVERY) But women will be saved through childbearing, assuming they continue to live in faith, love, holiness, and modesty.





