DEAR TIM
Part 11:  Stay True To Who You Are  
2 Timothy 3

OPEN:

1.  Welcome South Campus / Online Campus
2. Theme of this chapter is talking about end times.
3. The end times have been happening since the return of Christ to heaven and the birth of the early church.
4. But let’s first reflect where we left off last week as this is one continuous letter:  

2 Timothy 2:20-22 NLT  In a wealthy home some utensils are made of gold and silver, and some are made of wood and clay. The expensive utensils are used for special occasions, and the cheap ones are for everyday use. 21 If you keep yourself pure, you will be a special utensil for honorable use. Your life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use you for every good work.

22 Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace.  Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.  

5. Our goal is to live a life of purity and holiness before God.  WHY?
6. How many of you read Psalm 119 last week?

Psalms 119:11 NLT  I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.

· The Word is what gives us power against sin – not just prayer.
· The power of Prayer pulls from the promises of God.

· Our works don’t bring us closer to God, they bring God closer to the world.

Matthew 5:14 & 16 NLT   “You are the light of the world . . . let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.

7. Today we are going to list the negative behaviors from the first FIVE verses -- and identify the CHARACTER traits we should have.

· As followers of Christ we should have a counterculture lifestyle.

coun·ter·cul·ture: A way of life and set of attitudes opposed to or at variance with the prevailing social norm.

2 Corinthians 6:14-17   NLT   Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness? 15 What harmony can there be between Christ and the devil? How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? 16 And what union can there be between God’s temple and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God said:

“I will live in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 17 Therefore, come out from among unbelievers, and separate yourselves from them, says the Lord. Don’t touch their filthy things, and I will welcome you.”
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a.  Today we are going to read through this list of 18 identifying factors of the end times.

b. Remember our Karat Count from last week?

c. Verse 13 calls them “imposters” (of the faith)
d. This is our purity refining fire.  
e. We all had these attributes at one time in our life.
f. The question is how many remain?
g. Do a self assessment as we walk through these.

QUESTION:  Does your life reflect the WORLD or the WORD?

2 Timothy 3:1 NLT  You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult times.

John 16:33 NLT  (Jesus said) . . . Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”


	WORLD				WORD
 
1. Love only themselves   OR    Love Jesus and others 

a. This ONE factor impacts and is the culprit of all of the others we are going to review today.

b. Love of self, distorts our world!!  Destroys our relationships.

c. SELF LOVE & SELFISHNESS – Our greatest enemy! 

d. What does the WORD say we are to love??

Romans 13:8 NLT  Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law.

Galatians 5:14 NLT  For the whole law can be summed up in this one command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."

Matthew 22:36-40   “Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?”  37 Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 

38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.”

· THE ANSWER:  We have to DIE to self.

Matthew 16:24-26  NLT  24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. 25 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it.

 26 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more than your soul? 

· WORLD OR WORD
· “L” = LOSE YOUR LIFE

· Jesus always puts other above himself!

Romans 12:1-3  And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.

 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.


	WORLD				WORD

2. Love their money   OR    Extravagantly generous
a. The Source:  Love of self – I need all the money for me.

b. The reason people love their money is because they first love themselves.

c. 1 Timothy 6 – LOVE of money is the root of all evil.

d. The reason people don’t give to the poor OR give to this church – is they love themselves more than anything or anyone else and want to keep all their money for them!!

· For their needs, wants, and desires.

· You’re more important to you than the things of God.

· AND some of you would consider yourself a MATURE Christian?????

· NOT!!  You love yourself more than  a hurting, dying, broken world.

· My goal is not to condemn you but challenge you to GROW up.   

· A true sign of spiritual maturity is when you see the needs of others as greater than your own.

· When our first love is God, generosity is easy.

2 Corinthians 9:13-14  MSG  You show your gratitude through your generous offerings to your needy brothers and sisters, and really toward everyone. Meanwhile, moved by the extravagance of God in your lives, they’ll respond by praying for you in passionate intercession for whatever you need.

e. Nothing wrong with money.  God wants you to have it.  He just doesn’t want IT to HAVE you!

Deuteronomy 8:18 NLT  Remember the Lord your God. He is the one who gives you power to be successful,

f. EX:  Some Christians – “preaching on prosperity is wrong.”  

g. Do you hope for a raise?  Would you like to make an extra $10K a year?  Sure you do!

h. Where I BELIEVE the message goes off the tracks is when the focus is on HEEPING upon ourselves.

i. KEY:  God needs you and I to be blessed and prosperous – SO WE CAN FUND KINGDOM WORK!!  SO WE CAN GIVE IT AWAY!  (Not hold on to it!)

j. Tithing and honoring God with our finances is FIRST GRADE LEVEL Christian living. 

	WORLD				WORD

3. Boastful and proud        OR            Humble
· Heart attitude.
· Source – they love themselves!
· If you love yourself that is what is going to come out.

Matthew 12:34  . . . For whatever is in your heart determines what you say. 

· EX:  Proud Ministers  “How are you?”  For the next hour they talk about themselves 

· BOASTING - Is the outward expression of lovers of self.

· PRIDE reveals itself in our actions.  The way we walk, look, stand


	WORLD				WORD
4. Scoffing at God OR We passionately worship God
a. Slanderous, negative, blaming

b. The love of self -- Attitude:  “Who needs God? I can do it myself!”

	WORLD				WORD
5. Disobedient to parents  OR Teachable and obedient to authority 

a. Source – love of self:  “I know more than they do”
b. Do you buck the system?
c. STUDENTS:  Many adults would rewrite their history and would tell you “I wish I had listened to my parents.”

d. If you can’t learn to honor & obey your parents YOU CAN SEE – you will never be able to honor and obey GOD whom you CAN”T SEE.

Ephesians 6:1-3 NLT   Children, obey your parents because you belong to the Lord, for this is the right thing to do. 2 “Honor your father and mother.” This is the first commandment with a promise: 3 If you honor your father and mother, “things will go well for you, and you will have a long life on the earth.”

· OBEDIENCE = Outward
· HONOR = Inward / Heart 

	WORLD				WORD
6. Ungrateful   OR    Thankful and appreciative
a. Unthankful

b. SOURCE: You could have done more for me/ Never enough
c. No appreciation for the sacrifice of others
d. EX:  Our military!
e. Most people just want to be appreciated.
f. EX:  Say thank you for your wife doing laundry!

	WORLD				WORD
7. Consider nothing sacred OR Reverence and respect.
a. EX:  Human Life / Abortion
b. EX:  Sanctity of Marriage gone.
c. VIRGINITY is no longer prized and respected 

d. EX:  Jesus Cleansed the Temple (Matthew 21)
· House of Prayer
· Den of Robbers

	WORLD			WORD
8. Unloving      OR   Loving and compassionate.

a. KEY:   (Greek) “Storge” =  a relational kind of love, “family love”  , Affection – Especially of parents to children

b. SOURCE/Problem:  Love of self stands between you and loving others.

c. EX:  Most people don’t have a problem loving their neighbor – it’s their spouse / Your kids

1 Corinthians 13:8  Love never fails!

d. The importance of parents loving and demonstrating godly affection.

e. EX:  Dad’s you need to know how to play with your kids – Give them affection.

· Make blanket forts / tea parties / play catch

f. EX:  We never set on furniture for 6 years – because we set on the floor to play with our kids.

FROM OUR CHILDREN’S STAFF:  In Rock kids we offer a time for our students to lean into the Holy Spirit, We play 1 praise song while the kids are instructed to be alone in a quiet place with the Lord. It's called worship response. 
 
Sophia and I saw these responses and are so moved, These kids are going through some real stuff and really need us (all) as leaders, We may be the only encouragement, excitement, and love some of these kids have! 

· For dad to stop drinking
· For my dad to stop drinking
· I hope my family's attitude changes 
· I have no food can you help me please
· I have a hard time being happy
· Dear Jesus please let my dad come for dinner
· I hope you help my grandma to live 
· My parents are divorced and I don't like it


· Love comes home for dinner
· Love says NO to the bottle and yes to my kids
· Love honors your spouse even though you are divorced!
· Love encourages your kids
· Love God

	WORLD				WORD
9. Unforgiving          OR      Forgiving 

a. When you love yourself – you believe your always right and don’t need to forgive.

b. SOURCE:  I choose and love ME – I can’t be wrong

c. Often Luke 6:38 is used in reference to giving finances.

Luke 6:38   NLT  Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount you get back.”

d. Reality – READ Verse 37
e. It’s the result of sowing forgiveness!

Luke 6:37  “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn others, or it will all come back against you. Forgive others, and you will be forgiven. 

Ephesians 4:32  Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.

	WORLD				WORD
10. Slander others OR Encourage & uplift others
· GR for SLANDER – malicious gossips
· EX:  Slander on Social Media – Horrible (Christians)
· SOURCE:  I have to put others down to love myself better
· Purposely lies
· Intentionally lie to save themselves and harming innocent people.  Lovers of self.
· Through the word we learn to die to self.

Proverbs 16:24 NLT  Kind words are like honey—sweet to the soul and healthy for the body.

	WORLD				WORD
11. No self-control  OR  Self-disciplined & Self Controlled
a. Undisciplined.
b. Unable to rule yourself
c. LOVE OF SELF – MY WAY IS BEST WAY

· Who tells you “no” the most often?


	WORLD		WORD

12. Cruel         OR          Kind
· Mean, rude?  Words / attitudes / actions
· Gentle, caring, Kind?

13. Hate what is good   OR  Hate what is evil and love what is good
a. GREEK - Haters of divine good


	WORLD				WORD
14. Betray their friends      OR     A loyal friend
a. “Treason / traitors”
b. Rejects authority and attempts to overthrow it.
c. OR – CHOOSE TO BE LOYAL / FAITHFUL
d. GREATEST NEED in 57 YEARS ---- LOYAL FRIENDS!!!
e. IT’S A LOST ART

	WORLD		WORD

15. Reckless OR Attentive and caring

a. CARELESS
b. Words
c. Jobs and tasks
d. Relationships
e. Family

16. Puffed up with pride OR Deflated with humility 

a. Humility – a state of deflated pride.
b. Are we out to exalt ourselves or others?
c. Do you allow other people a chance to talk?
d. Do you ever ask them questions about their life?  Or just ramble about yours?

	WORLD				WORD

17. Love pleasure rather than God  
OR Love God more than pleasure.  

a. Jesus said:  Seek first the Kingdom of God and you’ll have all the other things

b. It’s about establishing a priority system in our lives.

18.  They will act religious (an external appearance of godliness), but they will reject the power that could make them godly. 

OR    Live holy and embrace the power and grace of God

f. It’s all about LOOKING good versus BEING good. 
g. The Word is the power of sanctification
h. Self-effort cannot clean you up

2 Timothy 3:5b-9
Stay away from people like that! 6 They are the kind who work their way into people’s homes and win the confidence of vulnerable women who are burdened with the guilt of sin and controlled by various desires. 

· SO HOW DID YOU DO?  OUT OF THE 18?

· WHICH ONES DO YOU NEED TO WORK ON?

· PICK ONE FOR THIS WEEK

“Stay true to who you are!”


Invitation 

Matthew 16:24-26  NLT  24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. 25 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it.

 26 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more than your soul? 




[bookmark: _GoBack]7 (Such women are forever following new teachings, but they are never able to understand the truth.) 8 These teachers oppose the truth just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses. They have depraved minds and a counterfeit faith. 9 But they won’t get away with this for long. Someday everyone will recognize what fools they are, just as with Jannes and Jambres.


2 Timothy 3:10-15  
10 But you, Timothy, certainly know what I teach, and how I live, and what my purpose in life is. You know my faith, my patience, my love, and my endurance.11 You know how much persecution and suffering I have endured. You know all about how I was persecuted in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra—but the Lord rescued me from all of it. 12 Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 13 But evil people and impostors will flourish. They will deceive others and will themselves be deceived.


14 But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You know they are true, for you know you can trust those who taught you. 15 You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. 

· Stay true to your roots of faith in spite of the people and culture around you! 

Part 12:  Submit to the scriptures / Trust/Rely upon the scriptures

16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.
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18 karat 75% gold + 25% other metal(s)
14 karat 58% gold + 42% other metal(s)
10 karat 42% gold + 58% other metal(s)





image2.png
God Purity by Karat Count

Karat Measure
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