DEAR TIM
PART 10:  KEEP YOURSELF PURE

OPEN:
1.  Welcome ON line Campus
2. Welcome SOUTH – Welcome to all of our guests down there!!!  
3. Thank you for coming out today.  
4. Excited to be helping one of you with your rent or mortgage today!!!!  
5. REACHING OUR CITY ONE LIFE AT A TIME!
6. If you don’t have a church home – we say welcome home!
7. OUR GOAL AT RFC:  Make the Bible SIMPLE and APPLICABLE to your every day life.

8. REVIEW
a. The book of 2 Timothy was written by the Apostle Paul from a Roman prison.

b. Inspired by the Holy Spirit to pen these words to Timothy his son in the faith and to us – followers of Jesus today.

c. Begin in verse 15 today.

9. DEAR TIM:  KEEP YOURSELF PURE

10. We know this letter is written to Christians.  

11.  The first step to purity is through salvation – being born again.  Making Jesus Christ the Lord of your life

· Our sin is removed, forgiven, and forgotten.  The slate is wiped clean.  

12. But just as physical babies we needed to grow and develop.  The same is true for us spiritually.

2 Timothy 2:15 NLT Work hard (Study / Be Diligent) so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth. 

1. Life transformation should follow our salvation experience.

Philippians 1:6 NLT  And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.


a. EX:  Too many Christians get born again and sit down to wait on the Eternity bus.

Basic
Instruction
Before
Leaving
Earth

Philippians 2:12b-13 NLT  Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. 13 For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.

2 Timothy 2:19b “All who belong to the Lord must turn away from evil.”

b. EX:  Deep ruts in road = hard to steer out of old habits and ways.

· Salvation is the starting line, not the finish line.

c. Move on from salvation and growing as a believer.
d. Not saved to sin.  Saved so we can learn not to sin.

e. We are called to grow up and spiritually mature.
f. The race to freedom has just begun!
g. It’s the beginning of a life free from bondage, addictions, and guilt.

h. Jesus wants us to get with it.  Be active with our faith.

Ephesians 4:21-24 NLT   Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that comes from him, 22 throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception.23 Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy.

**Paraphrase: 
2 Timothy 2:16-19  NLT  Avoid worthless, foolish talk that only leads to more godless behavior. 17 This kind of talk spreads like cancer, as in the case of Hymenaeus and Philetus. 18 They have left the path of truth, claiming that the resurrection of the dead has already occurred; in this way, they have turned some people away from the faith.

19 But God’s truth stands firm like a foundation stone with this inscription: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and “All who belong to the Lord must turn away from evil.”
John 8:32 NLT  “And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

i. Free from what?  The lies and deceptions of the devil!

(The devil wants you to think)

· LIE: God is out to get you!

j. Devil wants to keep you deaf, dumb, blind, and lost to the promises of God.

· TRUTH:  God is out to rescue you!

k. The word gives us the power to defeat the lies, and break free from the old sin nature.  

l. THE DEVIL doesn’t want you to know that Jesus is your healer, deliverer and provider!!!

m. The purpose of church: Primary reason is to learn the word of God. TRUTH!

Vessels of Honor
· As we read these next couple of verses let me identify the analogy Paul is using.

· The house represents “The Church”
· The utensils/vessels represent “Christians”
· Remember – this letter is written to believers.
2 Timothy 2:20 NLT  In a wealthy (great) home some utensils (vessels) are made of gold and silver, and some are made of wood and clay. The expensive utensils are used for special occasions, and the cheap ones are for everyday use. 

GO TO TABLE

a. I BELIEVE:  All of these represent believers.  All are going to heaven.  “In the house”

b. This is NOT a reference to our salvation or eternity!

· They all have the same owner, but they do not carry the same honor.

c. Wood and the clay pots = Carnal / Flesh controlled believers.

d. Gold and silver vessels = Spirit controlled believers

e. We see the same analogy in 1 Corinthians / Reference to judgement day.

1 Corinthians 3:12-13 NLT  Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. 13 But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value.

2 Timothy 2:21 NLT  If you keep yourself pure, you will be a special utensil for honorable use. Your life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use you for every good work.

TLB:   Verse 20-21 In a wealthy home there are dishes made of gold and silver as well as some made from wood and clay. The expensive dishes are used for guests, and the cheap ones are used in the kitchen or to put garbage in. 

21 If you stay away from sin you will be like one of these dishes made of purest gold—the very best in the house—so that Christ himself can use you for his highest purposes.

· Do you want to be a vessel used for God’s highest purpose?

· EX:  REVIEW VARIOUS ITEMS ON TABLE

MSG:  Become the kind of container God can use to present any and every kind of gift to his guests for their blessing.

Who are the guests?  Outsiders / World!

WHAT ARE THE WORKS?  “Master to use you for every good work” / PURPOSE?

· What is the purpose of a bowl or cup?   TO HOLD OR CARRY SOMETHING

· EX:  ARK? --- In the old testament the presence of God dwelled in the ARK of the covenant.  Acacia wood chest covered in pure GOLD!!!

· What are the WORKS?

John 14:12-13 NLT    “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. 13 You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father.” 
  
· It is the exact same GREEK word used in both John & Timothy.
· EX: JESUS MINISTRY - Healed the sick, 

· opened blind eyes, 
· deaf ears, 
· cast out demons, 
· raised the dead, 
· preached the Good News. 
· Met needs.

2. God desires His power and miracles to flow through you.

a. You are the vessel!
b. God wants his power to FLOW through us!

c. God has commissioned you and me to be vessels of honor.  Vessels for noble purposes

d. We have been given the assignment to bring healing and deliverance.

e. We have been told to carry the truth of the GOOD NEWS to the entire World.

3. THIS IS KEY:   Our works don’t bring us closer to God, they bring God closer to the world.
a.  We are to be vessels of honor to SERVE our city!
b. We are GOD’S BILLBOARD!
c. We are ambassadors for Christ!
d. Vessels of gold purity for the Deity to flow through.
e. BUT – our effectiveness is determined by the kind or type of vessel we are?
What determines the value of gold? What you’re made of!

a. What is the difference between the four dishes?   
· Their VALUE.
b. What increases the value of gold?  
· The less of other metals and impurities the purer the gold is.  [image: ]
How’s your purity level?  
· Are you a wood bowl?  
· A 10 Karat Christian?  
· 14 Karat / 58% gold

[image: ]

4. The greater our walk of purity, the more prepared we are to do God’s work. 

a.  EX:  RAISING THE DEAD:  11 HOURS TO BRANSON   “We are going to drive for 11 hours to pray and raise a everyone of the victims from the boat tragedy from the dead.”

· What would you need to do - to prepare yourself?

· MANY:  “Uhmm I would need to pray and get some sin out.”

· Gold Believers:  Live in a state of readiness and purity to do God’s work?

b. Our value in the Kingdom of God increases the more purified we live.

c. Our personal purity determines the level God can flow through us.

2 Corinthians 7:1 NLT  Because we have these promises, dear friends, let us cleanse ourselves from everything that can defile our body or spirit. And let us work toward complete holiness because we fear God.

21 If you stay away from sin you will be like one of these dishes made of purest gold—the very best in the house—so that Christ himself can use you for his highest purposes.

We are the pipeline – for God’s purpose.
[image: ]




a. EX:  PIPES CLOGGED

b. When our lives are cluttered with the sin and clutter of this world it hinders the flow of God in us and through us.
· Works of the flesh
· Anger 
c. Whatever you are full of is what is going to come out of you!

The Purity Process:  (3 QUICK THINGS)

2 Timothy 2:22  Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace.  Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.  

· The same emphasis is given in 2 Peter 1

2 Peter 1:5-10 NLT  
5 In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, 

6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone.

8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their old sins.

10 So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are among those God has called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away.

1. We run from the old life and habits.

2 Timothy 2:22  Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. (sins of immaturity). 
 Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace.  Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.  

· EX:  Joseph is working for a guy named Potiphar / Wife / Runs out of the house naked.  “Streaking 101”.  Ran!

1 Thessalonians 5:22 NLT  Stay away from every kind of evil.

2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT  This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!

· We shift our focus from where we have been to where we are going.

a. Don’t try to NOT do something – because the harder you try not to the greater focus it builds in your life!

b. EX: ELEPHANTS - Don't think about elephants!  Stop thinking about elephants! STOP IT NOW!

· YOU END UP thinking about elephants!!!  

OR

c. EX:  Think about white sands, PALM TREES, aqua Caribbean waters, gentle waves, 82 degrees, lounge chair, umbrella, 

· GUESS WHAT --- Did you think about ELEPHANTS? NOT
· The church of yesterday MISSED it!
· They focused on telling people what NOT to do and it drove people straight towards it!

d. Holiness and Purity isn’t a list of DON’TS!

e. IT’S A LIST OF DO’S!
· Do pray for the sick
· Do be generous
· Do follow the Holy Spirit
· Do be faithful
· Do be kind to others
· Do share the Good News
· Do help your neighbor
· Do cast out demons
· Do give to the poor
· Do love the unlovable
· Do the works of Jesus

· You won’t have time to sin or think about sin

f. We said it a couple weeks ago:  The secret to sinning less is dreaming more!

Galatians 5:13 NLT . . . don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love. 


Philippians 3:13-15 13 No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 

14 I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 15 Let all who are spiritually mature agree on these things.

Second step to purity . . .
2. We pursue spiritual growth and becoming more like Jesus.

2 Timothy 2:22  Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts.  Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace.  Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.  

2 Peter 1:8 NLT The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

· Our lives should begin to look more like Jesus and less like the world.  

[image: ]

· Spiritual maturity is when our born again spirit dominates the decisions and direction of our life. (Instead of our carnal/sin nature)

Romans 8:5-6 NLT Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. 6 So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace. 

a. Purity is attained by becoming more like Jesus and digesting His Word.

· Seek first the Kingdom of God

· The greater his reflection in our lives the greater works will manifests through us.

· Sin is defeated by feeding the spirit and starving the flesh.
· We don’t need to Not do something.

b. When we become so full of the Word it leaves no room for the carnal nature to operate.
· Words, conduct, our speech.
· EX:  There are a lot of people who have been a Christian for 10-20 years but they are still controlled by their carnal nature.  

c. This is not about NOT sinning. This is about (v 15) LIVING in the newness of life that has been given to us!   

Last step to purity . . .
3. Hang out with gold friends.

2 Timothy 2:22  Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts.  Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace.  Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.  

· DON’T MISS A WEEK OF CHURCH!
· HANG OUT WITH BELIEVERS!

 1 Corinthians 15:33b NLT  . . .  “bad company corrupts good character.”

THEN! …good company corrupts bad character.


Proverbs 27:17  NLT  As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.


CLOSE:  The makeover begins in you today!

Psalm 139:23-24 NLT  Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 24 Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life.

[bookmark: _GoBack]PSALMS 119 – longest chapter in the Bible – one of the BEST!
· 176 VERSES
· Read it several times this week!!
· Let me read a couple highlights
· Close your eyes and meditate as I read them.

INVITATION:  
John 3:3  Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.”


119 1  Joyful are people of integrity, who follow the instructions of the Lord . 2  Joyful are those who obey his laws and search for him with all their hearts. 3  They do not compromise with evil, and they walk only in his paths.
4  You have charged us to keep your commandments carefully. 5  Oh, that my actions would consistently reflect your decrees! 6  Then I will not be ashamed when I compare my life with your commands.
7  As I learn your righteous regulations, I will thank you by living as I should! 8  I will obey your decrees. Please don't give up on me!
9  How can a young person stay pure? By obeying your word.
10  I have tried hard to find you- don't let me wander from your commands.
11  I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.
12  I praise you, O Lord ; teach me your decrees.
13  I have recited aloud all the regulations you have given us. 
14  I have rejoiced in your laws as much as in riches. 15  I will study your commandments and reflect on your ways. 16  I will delight in your decrees and not forget your word.
17  Be good to your servant, that I may live and obey your word.
18  Open my eyes to see the wonderful truths in your instructions.
19  I am only a foreigner in the land. Don't hide your commands from me!
20  I am always overwhelmed with a desire for your regulations.
21  You rebuke the arrogant; those who wander from your commands are cursed.
22  Don't let them scorn and insult me, for I have obeyed your laws.
23  Even princes sit and speak against me, but I will meditate on your decrees.
24  Your laws please me; they give me wise advice.
25  I lie in the dust; revive me by your word.
26  I told you my plans, and you answered. Now teach me your decrees. 27  Help me understand the meaning of your commandments, and I will meditate on your wonderful deeds.
28  I weep with sorrow; encourage me by your word. 29  Keep me from lying to myself; give me the privilege of knowing your instructions.
30  I have chosen to be faithful; I have determined to live by your regulations. 31  I cling to your laws. Lord, don't let me be put to shame! 32  I will pursue your commands, for you expand my understanding.
33  Teach me your decrees, O Lord ; I will keep them to the end. 34  Give me understanding and I will obey your instructions; I will put them into practice with all my heart.
35  Make me walk along the path of your commands, for that is where my happiness is found. 36  Give me an eagerness for your laws rather than a love for money!
37  Turn my eyes from worthless things, and give me life through your word.
38  Reassure me of your promise, made to those who fear you.
39  Help me abandon my shameful ways; for your regulations are good.
40  I long to obey your commandments! Renew my life with your goodness.
41  Lord, give me your unfailing love, the salvation that you promised me. 42  Then I can answer those who taunt me, for I trust in your word.
43  Do not snatch your word of truth from me, for your regulations are my only hope. 44  I will keep on obeying your instructions forever and ever.
45  I will walk in freedom, for I have devoted myself to your commandments. 46  I will speak to kings about your laws, and I will not be ashamed. 47  How I delight in your commands! How I love them! 48  I honor and love your commands. I meditate on your decrees.
49  Remember your promise to me; it is my only hope.
50  Your promise revives me; it comforts me in all my troubles.
51  The proud hold me in utter contempt, but I do not turn away from your instructions.
52  I meditate on your age-old regulations; O Lord, they comfort me.
53  I become furious with the wicked, because they reject your instructions.
54  Your decrees have been the theme of my songs wherever I have lived.
55  I reflect at night on who you are, O Lord ; therefore, I obey your instructions. 56  This is how I spend my life: obeying your commandments.
57  Lord, you are mine! I promise to obey your words!
58  With all my heart I want your blessings. Be merciful as you promised.
59  I pondered the direction of my life, and I turned to follow your laws. 60  I will hurry, without delay, to obey your commands.
61  Evil people try to drag me into sin, but I am firmly anchored to your instructions.
62  I rise at midnight to thank you for your just regulations.
63  I am a friend to anyone who fears you- anyone who obeys your commandments.
64  O Lord, your unfailing love fills the earth; teach me your decrees.
65  You have done many good things for me, Lord, just as you promised. 66  I believe in your commands; now teach me good judgment and knowledge.
67  I used to wander off until you disciplined me; but now I closely follow your word.
68  You are good and do only good; teach me your decrees.
69  Arrogant people smear me with lies, but in truth I obey your commandments with all my heart. 70  Their hearts are dull and stupid, but I delight in your instructions.
71  My suffering was good for me, for it taught me to pay attention to your decrees.
72  Your instructions are more valuable to me than millions in gold and silver.
73  You made me; you created me. Now give me the sense to follow your commands.
74  May all who fear you find in me a cause for joy, for I have put my hope in your word.
75  I know, O Lord, that your regulations are fair; you disciplined me because I needed it.
76  Now let your unfailing love comfort me, just as you promised me, your servant. 77 Surround me with your tender mercies so I may live, for your instructions are my delight.
78  Bring disgrace upon the arrogant people who lied about me; meanwhile, I will concentrate on your commandments. 79  Let me be united with all who fear you, with those who know your laws.
80  May I be blameless in keeping your decrees; then I will never be ashamed.
81  I am worn out waiting for your rescue, but I have put my hope in your word. 82  My eyes are straining to see your promises come true. When will you comfort me?
83  I am shriveled like a wineskin in the smoke, but I have not forgotten to obey your decrees.
84  How long must I wait? When will you punish those who persecute me?
85  These arrogant people who hate your instructions have dug deep pits to trap me. 86  All your commands are trustworthy. Protect me from those who hunt me down without cause. 87 They almost finished me off, but I refused to abandon your commandments.
88  In your unfailing love, spare my life; then I can continue to obey your laws.
89  Your eternal word, O Lord, stands firm in heaven. 90  Your faithfulness extends to every generation, as enduring as the earth you created. 91  Your regulations remain true to this day, for everything serves your plans.
92  If your instructions hadn't sustained me with joy, I would have died in my misery.
93  I will never forget your commandments, for by them you give me life.
94  I am yours; rescue me! For I have worked hard at obeying your commandments.
95  Though the wicked hide along the way to kill me, I will quietly keep my mind on your laws.
96  Even perfection has its limits, but your commands have no limit.
97  Oh, how I love your instructions! I think about them all day long.
98  Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, for they are my constant guide. 99  Yes, I have more insight than my teachers, for I am always thinking of your laws. 100  I am even wiser than my elders, for I have kept your commandments.
101  I have refused to walk on any evil path, so that I may remain obedient to your word.
102  I haven't turned away from your regulations, for you have taught me well.
103  How sweet your words taste to me; they are sweeter than honey. 104  Your commandments give me understanding; no wonder I hate every false way of life.
105  Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.
106  I've promised it once, and I'll promise it again: I will obey your righteous regulations.
107  I have suffered much, O Lord ; restore my life again as you promised.
108  Lord, accept my offering of praise, and teach me your regulations.
109  My life constantly hangs in the balance, but I will not stop obeying your instructions. 110 The wicked have set their traps for me, but I will not turn from your commandments.
111  Your laws are my treasure; they are my heart's delight. 112  I am determined to keep your decrees to the very end.
113  I hate those with divided loyalties, but I love your instructions.
114  You are my refuge and my shield; your word is my source of hope.
115  Get out of my life, you evil-minded people, for I intend to obey the commands of my God.
116  Lord, sustain me as you promised, that I may live! Do not let my hope be crushed. 117 Sustain me, and I will be rescued; then I will meditate continually on your decrees.
118  But you have rejected all who stray from your decrees. They are only fooling themselves. 119  You skim off the wicked of the earth like scum; no wonder I love to obey your laws! 120  I tremble in fear of you; I stand in awe of your regulations.
121  Don't leave me to the mercy of my enemies, for I have done what is just and right. 122 Please guarantee a blessing for me. Don't let the arrogant oppress me!
123  My eyes strain to see your rescue, to see the truth of your promise fulfilled.
124  I am your servant; deal with me in unfailing love, and teach me your decrees. 125  Give discernment to me, your servant; then I will understand your laws.
126  Lord, it is time for you to act, for these evil people have violated your instructions.
127  Truly, I love your commands more than gold, even the finest gold. 128  Each of your commandments is right. That is why I hate every false way.
129  Your laws are wonderful. No wonder I obey them!
130  The teaching of your word gives light, so even the simple can understand.
131  I pant with expectation, longing for your commands.
132  Come and show me your mercy, as you do for all who love your name.
133  Guide my steps by your word, so I will not be overcome by evil.
134  Ransom me from the oppression of evil people; then I can obey your commandments.
135  Look upon me with love; teach me your decrees.
136  Rivers of tears gush from my eyes because people disobey your instructions.
137  O Lord, you are righteous, and your regulations are fair. 138  Your laws are perfect and completely trustworthy.
139  I am overwhelmed with indignation, for my enemies have disregarded your words.
140  Your promises have been thoroughly tested; that is why I love them so much.
141  I am insignificant and despised, but I don't forget your commandments.
142  Your justice is eternal, and your instructions are perfectly true.
143  As pressure and stress bear down on me, I find joy in your commands. 144  Your laws are always right; help me to understand them so I may live.
145  I pray with all my heart; answer me, Lord ! I will obey your decrees. 146  I cry out to you; rescue me, that I may obey your laws.
147  I rise early, before the sun is up; I cry out for help and put my hope in your words. 148  I stay awake through the night, thinking about your promise.
149  In your faithful love, O Lord, hear my cry; let me be revived by following your regulations.
150  Lawless people are coming to attack me; they live far from your instructions. 151  But you are near, O Lord, and all your commands are true.
152  I have known from my earliest days that your laws will last forever.
153  Look upon my suffering and rescue me, for I have not forgotten your instructions. 154 Argue my case; take my side! Protect my life as you promised.
155  The wicked are far from rescue, for they do not bother with your decrees.
156  Lord, how great is your mercy; let me be revived by following your regulations.
157  Many persecute and trouble me, yet I have not swerved from your laws.
158  Seeing these traitors makes me sick at heart, because they care nothing for your word.
159  See how I love your commandments, Lord . Give back my life because of your unfailing love.
160  The very essence of your words is truth; all your just regulations will stand forever.
161  Powerful people harass me without cause, but my heart trembles only at your word.
162  I rejoice in your word like one who discovers a great treasure.
163  I hate and abhor all falsehood, but I love your instructions.
164  I will praise you seven times a day because all your regulations are just.
165  Those who love your instructions have great peace and do not stumble.
166  I long for your rescue, Lord, so I have obeyed your commands.
167  I have obeyed your laws, for I love them very much. 168  Yes, I obey your commandments and laws because you know everything I do.
169  O Lord, listen to my cry; give me the discerning mind you promised. 170  Listen to my prayer; rescue me as you promised.
171  Let praise flow from my lips, for you have taught me your decrees.
172  Let my tongue sing about your word, for all your commands are right.
173  Give me a helping hand, for I have chosen to follow your commandments. 174  O Lord, I have longed for your rescue, and your instructions are my delight.
175  Let me live so I can praise you, and may your regulations help me.
176  I have wandered away like a lost sheep; come and find me, for I have not forgotten your commands.
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