DEAR TIM
PART 7  FAN THE FLAME //  PART 8 BE BOLD IN YOUR FAITH

OPEN:

1. Welcome BACK!
2. Welcome SOUTH!
3. Let’s Dive into the book of 2nd Timothy today!

History of Writing: 

1. The Book of 2 Timothy was written shortly before the apostle Paul was put to death.

2. He had already had his initial hearing before Caesar and was awaiting trial when he wrote this epistle (4:16). 

3. He believed that the Roman authorities would judge him guilty and execute him soon (4:6). 

4. DATE of WRITING:  Paul probably wrote 2 Timothy in the fall of A.D. 67. 

5. According to early church tradition Paul was executed shortly before Nero committed suicide in June of a.d. 68. Paul penned the last of his canonical epistles fairly near the time of his execution, though before the winter of A.D. 67–68.

Purpose of Writing: 

1. Imprisoned in Rome yet again, the apostle Paul felt lonely and abandoned. 

2. Paul recognized that his earthly life was likely coming to an end soon. 

3. The Book of 2 Timothy is essentially Paul’s “last words.” Paul looked past his own circumstances to express concern for the churches and specifically for Timothy.

4. Evident:   HIS LOVE FOR GOD, TIMOTHY, AND PEOPLE.

Let’s begin reading . . .
2 Timothy 1:1-3  NLT
This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. I have been sent out to tell others about the life he has promised through faith in Christ Jesus. 2 I am writing to Timothy, my dear son. May God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord give you grace, mercy, and peace. 

· HE’S FACING HIS OWN MESS - 

3 Timothy, I thank God for you—the God I serve with a clear conscience, just as my ancestors did. Night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 I long to see you again, for I remember your tears as we parted. And I will be filled with joy when we are together again.

2 Timothy 1:5-6  NLT
5 I remember your genuine faith, for you share the faith that first filled your grandmother Lois and your mother, Eunice. And I know that same faith continues strong in you. 

6 This is why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on you.

Q:  What was happening?  What was the purpose of these words?  Why was Paul inspired by the Holy Spirit to pen these words.

A:  Timothy was pulling back. Ever since Rome had burned in July of AD 64 and Nero had blamed the Christians, it had become dangerous to be a Christian and to have contact with leaders of the church such as Paul. 

· Consequently many believers, including some of Paul’s coworkers, had chosen to seek a much lower profile and become less aggressive in their ministries. 

· Timothy faced the temptation to do the same. 

· Paul wrote this epistle to urge him to remain faithful to his calling and loyal to his father in the faith.

· “Burnout” is a term we use a lot in our culture today.  Paul was hearing that Timothy’s flame, fire, and passion was diminishing.

burnout: exhaustion of physical or emotional strength or motivation usually as a result of prolonged stress or frustration  


How do you fan the flame?  Stir up the gift? Get the skip back in our step?  (SIX KEYS)

1. Remember your roots of faith.
 
a. “Remember all the things God has done in and through your mother and grandmother’s faith.”  GENERATIONS

2 Timothy 1:5 NLT  I remember your genuine faith, for you share the faith that first filled your grandmother Lois and your mother, Eunice. And I know that same faith continues strong in you. 

· Look at Paul’s example and words:

2 Corinthians 1:8-10  NLT  We think you ought to know, dear brothers and sisters, about the trouble we went through in the province of Asia. We were crushed and overwhelmed beyond our ability to endure, and we thought we would never live through it. 

9 In fact, we expected to die. But as a result, we stopped relying on ourselves and learned to rely only on God, who raises the dead.  10 And he did rescue us from mortal danger, and he will rescue us again. We have placed our confidence in him, and he will continue to rescue us.

b. Remember what God has done in you!
· Have you ever had an answered prayer?
· Have you ever been healed?
· Have you ever seen or experienced a miracle?
· Do you know someone who has????

c. The song we sang earlier today – “Do it AGAIN!

d. “YOU HAVE NEVER FAILED ME YET!!!”

Psalms 126:5-6  MSG  And now, God, do it again—bring rains to our drought-stricken lives so those who planted their crops in despair will shout hurrahs at the harvest, So those who went off with heavy hearts will come home laughing, with armloads of blessing.

2. Declare God’s Word over your life.

a. EX:  Snow globe – Shake things up

b. EX:  Before you serve a pot of stew – you stir it up as some of the good chunks have settled to the bottom.

c. EX:  We stir up the logs.  Turn them and rotate them.  They start burning hotter!!

Proverbs 18:21  AMP  Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it and indulge it will eat its fruit and bear the consequences of their words.

d. A primary way is by the declaration of our mouth!

MY DECLARATION

I declare my faith and love for Jesus Christ who died for my sins and set me free from the chains of sin and death.  I declare that I am a child of the Most High God.  I am born again and filled with the Spirit of the living and true God.  I am a new person in Christ Jesus.  The old man and the old ways have died.  

I am dead to selfish ways, selfish ambitions, and selfish ideas and I am alive to God’s ways, God’s ambitions, and God’s ideas.  My life is not my own.  I have been bought and paid for so I choose to live my life for Jesus Christ and the Glory of God. I choose to live my life for the will, purpose and desires of the Most High.  I exist to fulfill and complete His plan for my life here on earth.  

I declare that I overcome sin and temptation and every attack the enemy may throw at me today.  I am a winner and I am triumphant in Christ Jesus.  I shake off depression, anger, discontent, frustrations and I cast all of my care upon the Lord because I know He loves and cares for me.  There is nothing that is impossible to me because greater is He that is in me than he that is in the world!

I choose to crucify the flesh and put to death the deeds, actions, and attitudes of the old nature, the old man.  I renounce the old lifestyle I used to live and I declare that I will live my life for the Lordship of Jesus Christ today.  Jesus . . . you are Lord.  

Jesus you are Lord of my words, my thoughts, my actions, and my attitudes. I declare I am free from all habits, addictions and any forces of evil that try to rule or govern me because the Son of God has set me free.

I am anointed, called, and separated to accomplish great things for the Kingdom of God today.  This body is the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.  These hands are holy hands.  God’s power flows through me and impacts every person I come in contact with.  

I hear, recognize, and obey the leading and direction of the Holy Spirit that lives within me and I’m ready to bring hope, encouragement, healing, and relief to those who need it.  I am God’s man/woman, God’s agent, God’s spokesman, and public relations specialist today. 

I declare this is a day of freedom, victory, and blessing.  I’m not moved by the circumstances around me, but I stand firm on the Word of God and its promises to me.  

I am blessed in every facet of my life.  God’s blessings overtake me. God’s health rules and reigns in my physical body. I am blessed so I can be a blessing to others.  Today is going to be a great day because I know that God is with me every step of the way.

Matthew 12:33-35  NLT  “A tree is identified by its fruit. If a tree is good, its fruit will be good. If a tree is bad, its fruit will be bad. 34 You brood of snakes! How could evil men like you speak what is good and right? For whatever is in your heart determines what you say. 35 A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. 

3. Double up on your time in the Bible.

· The Bible is a mirror that reminds us WHO we are!!
· The Bible – reveals TRUTH
· It defeats the LIES of the enemy.
· It brings CLARITY & VISION
· The bible GROWS our FAITH!

Romans 10:17 NLT  So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News about Christ.

· WHEN YOU FAITH IS WEAK . . .
· WHEN YOUR EMOTIONALLY FLAT . . .
· GO TO THE SOURCE OF LIFE!!!

Joshua 1:8 ESV  This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.

Hebrews 4:12 NLT  For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.

James 1:22  NLT   But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.

4. Reconnect with believers.

a. Most of the time when we are feeling defeated it is because we are isolated.

LIES:
· Nobody cares!
· Nobody knows what I’m going through!
· I’m all alone

b. EX:  Story of Coals in the Fireplace:  On a cold wintry night the Pastor visits an older gentleman who had been absent from church for an extended period of time. 
· Large fire going in the fireplace

· Pastor takes the tongs and pulls out a glowing ember and lays it on the brick hearth.

· Slowly the two men sit and watch the red hot glowing coal slowly fade and become ash gray

· The old man says, “Preacher, I get it.  I’ll be at church this Sunday.

c. Who is keeping you hot for Jesus?
d. Who is challenging you?  Sharpening you?
e. Is it any coincidence that when people are feeling burned out – they avoid church????

f. WHY? The enemy convinces them to stay away, “Don’t deserve to be there, not good enough, not important” TO KEEP YOU IN YOUR BURNED OUT NATURE!!

Hebrews 10:24-25 NLT Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 25 And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.


Proverbs 27:17 NLT  As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.

Proverbs 27:5-6   NLT  An open rebuke is better than hidden love! 6 Wounds from a sincere friend are better than many kisses from an enemy.

5. Start serving and using your gift once again.

a. Don’t neglect the gift.

6 This is why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on you.

b. START BY FAITH – NOT FEELINGS!

· If you’re waiting on a FEELING to live unselfishly and serve others? NOT going to happen!!

· EX:  Feelings of SIGNIFICANCE in LIFE comes when a 5 year old wants to hug you before they leave class!

· EX:  SIGNIFICANCE and FEELINGS come when you overcome FEAR – Lead someone to Christ at the end of service!!!!

· EX:  FEELINGS come when someone tells you this is the first time in their life they have felt welcomed in  church – And because you gave them a TOUR they want to come back again next Sunday!!

c. Use the gift.  Just as with a natural fire if you ignore it and don’t keep putting logs on the fire it will go out.

d. A lot of you have a neglected gift.

e. EX:  You used to love to sing, play an instrument – but you let it go!

f. Pick it up again!

1 Timothy 4:14-15  NLT   Do not neglect the spiritual gift you received through the prophecy spoken over you when the elders of the church laid their hands on you. 15 Give your complete attention to these matters. Throw yourself into your tasks so that everyone will see your progress.

Matthew 25:14-30 Parable Of Three Servants 
· Parable of the talents / Share the story
· The guy with 5 talents produced 5 more
· The guy with 2 talents produced 2 more
· The guy with 1 talent said:  I was afraid so I went and buried it in the ground

6. Get fresh vision! 

a. Burnout is a vision problem.

b. Burnout happens when you can’t see beyond where you are currently at.


Proverbs 29:18 NLT  When people do not accept divine guidance, they run wild. 

(Without a vision the people perish)

c. “Fresh VISION burns out . . . burnout!”

d. SIN HAPPENS – When we’re tired, lonely, or bored!!!

· *The secret to NOT sinning is not not sinning!

· The secret to sinning less is dreaming more!

e. When you get a GOD sized vision for your marriage, career, your life, EVERYTHING takes on new meaning and purpose!!!


CLOSE:  don’t miss next week!!!!!!  We are going to begin with verse 7

2 Timothy 1:7 NLT
 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.

Fear has derailed more people’s lives than drugs or alcohol!


INVITATION:  (TELL MEDIA TEAM)


1.  HERO WANTS SOMETHING:  Looking for happiness and contentment.  Inner peace.  Significance in life.

2. HAS A PROBLEM:  You’ve tried many things to fulfill the void.  (Sex, money, titles and positions, status, worlds ways to happiness) Satisfies for a moment.  But leaves you empty again.

3. MEETS A GUIDE:  Jesus comes along and says I’ll show you a better way.  The water I give you – you will never thirst again.

4. GIVES THEM A PLAN:  You must be born again.  Nicodemeus said, “How can I enter my mother’s womb?”
· Born of the Spirit not water.
· “I am the way, truth, and the life”
· 
5.  CALL TO ACTION:  BUT – He leaves the decision to you.  Yes – he could force you to serve him.  Not the kind of relationship God wants with you.  Unconditional LOVE.
· You have to choose????
· Stick with your plan?
· Or take a bold daring leap of faith and go for it.

6. HELP THEM AVOID FAILURE:  Your choice will impact ALL OF ETERNITY.  JUDGMENT DAY IS COMING.  All must stand before the throne of God. Heaven or hell??

· Choose Jesus Christ – marked a winner for LIFE and the one after for all of eternity.

· You get to be the hero of your life story.  July 1, 2018 – I began a NEW LIFE!

· Or - Choose SELF, stick with what you've been doing.  

· Expecting the same empty feelings.

7. ENDS IN SUCCESS:  

· All Guilt and Shame removed.
· Every sin forgiven and forgotten
· Adopted into God’s family – now Father.
· Become HIS son or daughter
· His Holy Spirit lives inside of you.  Guide you, help you, comfort you, lead you, strengthen you, peace in the storm
· Jesus becomes the Lord of your life – NEW PERSON in Christ Jesus.  ALL things NEW!
· Fresh start / New beginning!

THE CHOICE IS YOURS:  Be the hero – choose life, love, and a celebration begins JUST FOR YOU TODAY! 

LUKE 15:3-7 NLT  3 So Jesus told them this story: 4 “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go to search for the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he will joyfully carry it home on his shoulders. 

6 When he arrives, he will call together his friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away!
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