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· Introduction
· Almost called this message…
· “Monkey see, monkey do…” Office ruined that one by adding an extra line onto it.
· “No more excuses.” We all have them. Not smart enough, experienced enough. Too old, too young. Paul was writing to a young pastor and would tell him, don’t let your age become an excuse. You influence. You lead. B/c people are watching.
· “You’re always being watched.” Sounded a little creepy.
· Story: Camping & Ruby starting fire
· The fact is we are being watched, we are influencing others. We do have to leave the excuses behind. 
· As we continue looking at Paul’s letter to the young pastor Timothy, we’ll see how he instructs Tim to live in such a way that others can follow.
· Paul wrote to another church but it applies to Tim & to us too.
· 1 Corinthians 11:1 (NLT)
And you should imitate me, just as I imitate Christ.

· 1. (You first lead by) Be(ing) Careful Who You FOLLOW
· Be careful who influences you.
· 1 Timothy 4:1-5 (NLT)
1Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will turn away from the true faith; they will follow deceptive spirits and teachings that come from demons. 2These people are hypocrites and liars, and their consciences are dead.
3They will say it is wrong to be married and wrong to eat certain foods. But God created those foods to be eaten with thanks by faithful people who know the truth. 4Since everything God created is good, we should not reject any of it but receive it with thanks. 5For we know it is made acceptable by the word of God and prayer.
· “some will turn away… follow deceptive spirits and teachings”
· Sad. Turning to follow something that’s easier. The straight & narrow path is a little too challenging. So we look for a modified program that suits our desires and comfortable. Like those who turned in these comment cards at Bridger Wilderness Area in 1996.
· Trails need to be reconstructed. Please avoid building trails that go uphill. 
· Too many bugs and leeches and spiders and spider webs. Please spray the wilderness to rid the areas of these pests.
· Please pave the trails…Chair lifts need to be in some places so that we can get to wonderful views without having to hike to them.
· The coyotes made too much noise last night and kept me awake. Please eradicate these annoying animals.
· A small deer came into my camp and stole my jar of pickles. Is there a way I can get reimbursed? Please call…
· Escalators would help on steep uphill sections. 
· A MacDonald’s would be nice at the trailhead.
· Too many rocks in the mountains.
· These people did not really understand what it means to stay in a "wilderness area." 
· They were looking for something convenient & comfortable, but not a true wilderness experience.
· Too many want this Christian life to be easy and if we hear something too challenging, we leave to find someone who will. You should be challenged every week.
· “consciences are dead.”
· Not knowing right from wrong. That happens when we stop listening to the Holy Spirit & simply become numb to hearing his instruction. We don’t know who to follow anymore.
· Ex. Dentist & numbing

· 2. (You lead by) Be(ing) Wise With Your TIME & TRAINING
· 1 Timothy 4:6-10 (NLT)
6If you explain these things to the brothers and sisters, Timothy, you will be a worthy servant of Christ Jesus, one who is nourished by the message of faith and the good teaching you have followed. 7Do not waste time arguing over godless ideas and old wives’ tales. Instead, train yourself to be godly. 8“Physical training is good, but training for godliness is much better, promising benefits in this life and in the life to come.” 9This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it. 10This is why we work hard and continue to struggle, for our hope is in the living God, who is the Savior of all people and particularly of all believers.
·  “nourished by the message of faith”
· We know we’re supposed to eat healthy, balanced. Spiritually the same.
· “Do not waste time arguing”
· How many people do you know that just like to argue? If we focus on arguing, our goal becomes to win arguments, not relationships.
· Build your knowledge, but we will be better off if we build people too.
· “The world is changed by your example, not your opinion.” Paulo Coelho
· “train yourself to be godly. Physical training is good, but training for godliness is much better”
· Illustration: Training (Weights & Running) Personal schedule. Eating, learning.
· Track-Looking. Weights-Watching. Video-watching but not application.
· It takes effort. Intentionality. Sacrifice. Planning. 
· “benefits in this life and in the life to come.” 
· Why train (physical)? Not just to compete. But to live a long healthy life.
· Why train (spiritual)? Healthy spiritually. Rewards eternally.
· “work hard and continue to struggle”
· Training, both physically & spiritually, is a continual growing process. More on that…

· 3. (You) Lead By EXAMPLE
· 1 Timothy 4:11-13 (NLT)
11Teach these things and insist that everyone learn them. 12Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity. 13Until I get there, focus on reading the Scriptures to the church, encouraging the believers, and teaching them.
· 1 Timothy 4:12 (NKJV)
Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.
· You lead by example in your WORDS, conversations.
· Proverbs 18:21 (Msg)
Words kill, words give life; they're either poison or fruit—you choose.
· Words that kill, poison…
· Psalm 34:13 (Msg)
Guard your tongue from profanity, and no more lying through your teeth.
· Leviticus 19:16 (NLT)
Do not spread slanderous gossip among your people…
· Words that bring life, fruit.
· Ephesians 4:15 (NLT)
Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 
· Don’t just point out problems. Speak solutions.
· Don’t just point out faults. Speak to the potential.
· That goes for your spouse, your kids, your boss
· (Action Step) Let My Words Bring LIFE. (Encouraging, Uplifting)
· You lead by example in your CONDUCT, actions.
· Ephesians 4:20-24 (Msg)
…Since, then, we do not have the excuse of ignorance, everything—and I do mean everything—connected with that old way of life has to go. It's rotten through and through. Get rid of it! And then take on an entirely new way of life—a God-fashioned life, a life renewed from the inside and working itself into your conduct as God accurately reproduces his character in you.
· (Action Step) Let My Actions Reflect God’s CHARACTER.
· You lead by example in your LOVE.
· Matthew 5:43-44 (Msg)
You're familiar with the old written law, 'Love your friend,' and its unwritten companion, 'Hate your enemy.' I'm challenging that. I'm telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves.
· Story: The wife of a Zulu chief attended a Salvation Army meeting and heard and responded to the call of Jesus. When her husband heard of this he forbade her to go again on pain of death. However, eager to hear more about Jesus, she dared to go, and when her husband knew of this he met her on her return journey and beat her so savagely that he left her for dead. By and by his curiosity moved him to go back and look for her. She was not where he had left her, but he noticed broken twigs and found her lying under a bush. Covering her with his cruel eyes he leered, “And what can your Jesus Christ do for you now?” She opened her eyes, and looking at him, said gently, “He helps me to forgive you!”
· John 15:13 (NKJV)
Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.
· (Action Step) I Will Lay My LIFE Down. Put other’s best interest above your own. Let them pick the movie, the restaurant. Let them have the front seat on the way home. Better yet, put spending time with them ahead of your hobby. 
· You lead by example in your SPIRIT.
· Romans 8:14 (NLT)
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.
· Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT)
22But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control.
· (Action Step) I Will Give Over CONTROL To God.
· You lead by example in your FAITH.
· Romans 10:17 (NKJV)
So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
· Hebrews 11:6a (NKJV)
But without faith it is impossible to please Him…
· James 2:17 (NLT)
So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.
· Illustration – Sky Diving
Belief – that you would pack your own parachute. You believe that the parachute is there. You put the pack on and you can feel it on your back.
Faith is jumping out of the plane and knowing the parachute will open and allow you to float to the ground without a big thud.
You can pack your parachute. You believe it’s there.
You can believe that, when you pull the cord, the parachute is going to come out.
You can even stand at the door and believe that, when you jump out of the plane, the chute is going to open.
Faith is when you actually jump out of the plane.
· Faith in God requires action.
· It requires you saying, “God, I give my life to You, I trust You with my life.”
· (Action Step) My Faith Requires ACTION.
· You lead by example in your PURITY.
· Philippians 4:8 (CEV)
Finally, my friends, keep your minds on whatever is true, pure, right, holy, friendly, and proper. Don't ever stop thinking about what is truly worthwhile and worthy of praise.
· Keep your mind pure by thinking right.
· Keep your heart pure by guarding your emotions.
· So watch what you’re putting into your life. The things you watch, listen to, download, scroll past, swipe past. You wouldn’t just let anyone in your house. 
· (Action Step) I Will Guard My HEART & MIND

· 4. (You) Lead By Continuing To GROW
· 1 Timothy 4:14-16 (NLT)
14Do not neglect the spiritual gift you received through the prophecy spoken over you when the elders of the church laid their hands on you. 15Give your complete attention to these matters. Throw yourself into your tasks so that everyone will see your progress. 16Keep a close watch on how you live and on your teaching. Stay true to what is right for the sake of your own salvation and the salvation of those who hear you.
· “Do not neglect the spiritual gift””
· We all have received a spiritual gift, but when we serve
· “Throw yourself into your tasks so that everyone will see your progress.”
· Again, growth requires our full effort.
· “Keep a close watch on how you live”
· You are being watched. You are influencing someone. You lead.
· “your own salvation and the salvation of those who hear you.”
· B/c as you work out your own salvation and become more and more like Christ, and others watch, your life might just draw others to Him.
