DEAR TIM
PART 1:  Be Faithful 

OPEN:
1. Welcome South Campus / Online Campus
2. Today we begin an exciting new series called DEAR TIM

3. For the next 10 weeks we are going to study the 10 chapters of 1ST & 2nd Timothy.

4. LOADED with wisdom, instruction for life, and developing yourself as a leader of the faith!

5. I know a lot of you have vacations, camping trips and getaways planned.  Watch LIVE STREAM or catch the sermon video on line later in the week.

BACKGROUND OF TIMOTHY

a. This is a personal letter from Paul to Timothy.

b. Timothy was more than just a church leader to Paul. He was like a son to him (1:5, 1:18)

· As we go through these two books of the bible – I want you to become Timothy.  

· Allow Paul to mentor you.  

· Coach you and make you a better believer.  

c. Timothy received from Paul, then served with his ministry team (Acts 19:22, 20:4-5)

d. Timothy was the lead pastor of the church in Ephesus; 

· Began by Paul in Acts 19, picking up from John the Baptist’s ministry/followers.

· Leading city in Asia minor that grew to become a huge church of 50,000 people

· Most likely planted the other SIX churches in Asia minor mentioned in Revelation 

· Who said one church with many locations was a new idea???

e. Let’s begin today in Chapter ONE
f. I will be teaching from the NEW LIVING TRANSLATION
g. We have included the scriptures in your notes – to make it easier to follow along.

1 Timothy 1:1-2 NLT  This letter is from Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus, appointed by the command of God our Savior and Christ Jesus, who gives us hope.  2 I am writing to Timothy, my true son in the faith.  May God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord give you grace, mercy, and peace.

· Who has God put in your life to be a mentor to?
· Who is your son or daughter in the faith?  

· Who are you raising and mentoring in the faith?
· The mark of true maturity in the faith is when we reproduce.
· Our entire Thrive Discipleship Small Groups – GOAL is to grow and develop you and teach you how to disciple others.

1 Timothy 1:3-4 NLT  When I left for Macedonia, I urged you to stay there in Ephesus and stop those whose teaching is contrary to the truth. 4 Don’t let them waste their time in endless discussion of myths and spiritual pedigrees. These things only lead to meaningless speculations, which don’t help people live a life of faith in God.

1. What we believe determines how we behave.

a. Too many Christians just listen to anyone and everything – and accept it as all truth.

b. We need to be careful WHO and WHAT we listen to or watch.

c. Our belief system determines our behavior.

1 John 4:1 NLT  Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. You must test them to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many false prophets in the world. 

d. If the devil can deceive us, we will act on lies and our actions will bring self-destruction

e. EX:  DOOM and GLOOM PREACHERS:  “The sky is falling!”

f. EX:  When I was 12 years Old:  1973 – America will never see its 200th BD in 1976!
g. Jesus said, you shall know the truth (and when applied), the truth shall set you free

h. **To be FAITHFUL / remain FAITHFUL we must stick to the written Word of God.

i. Meditate on it day and night.

1 Timothy 1:5-7 NLT   The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled with love that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine faith. 6 But some people have missed this whole point. They have turned away from these things and spend their time in meaningless discussions. 

7 They want to be known as teachers of the law of Moses, but they don’t know what they are talking about, even though they speak so confidently.

a.  The New Testament life of faith is summed up in ONE commandment.  NOT 10!  Not 600 Levitical laws!  ONE

John 13:34 NLT  So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.

2. A lifestyle of love is the result of an obedient heart.

To Be Faithful we must 
a.  Pursue God with a pure heart.
· God has washed us, forgiven us, made us right with God.
· Let’s guard and protect that heart from sin!
· Jesus said (Matthew 7:6) We don't give pearls to pigs – they will simply trample on them.
· Recognize you are holy, pure, washed.

b. Keep a clear conscience.  

· Teaches us to do what is right!
· Our conscience is our driver assist
· It steers us around problems, sin, hazards!

· Our conscience is our evil detector, sin deflector, and mistake protector.

· Our conscience will lead us down the paths of righteousness. 
· TRUST IT
· Trust the inward witness and leading of the Holy Spirit
· OBEY it.

· THINK ABOUT IT:  We would NEVER sin if 100% of the time we obeyed the inward leading.

· Disobedience will shipwreck you!  Look at V18-20

1 Timothy 1:18-20  18 Timothy, my son, here are my instructions for you, based on the prophetic words spoken about you earlier. May they help you fight well in the Lord’s battles. 

1 Timothy 1:19 Cling to your faith (embodiment of the scripture we believe) in Christ, and keep your conscience clear.   For some people have deliberately violated their consciences; as a result, their faith has been shipwrecked. 

· The devil didn’t do it – we did it to ourselves.

To Be Faithful we must
c. Have genuine faith.  

· Not imitation faith!  Won’t last.

1) English word “genuine/sincere” is from two Latin words meaning “without wax” 

2) Word picture is of a potter or sculptor who might fill in holes or mistakes in the pot with wax; 

3) Looks fine, sells fine, but the user puts in hot soup or drink and the wax melts and the pot leaks, makes a mess and is not usable. Or statue eventually from either temperature or discoloration, the mistakes are exposed.

4) A truly fine work would be considered, without wax, genuine.

· Genuine Faith - When we are mature in the Lord – no longer tossed about: 

Ephesians 4:14  NLT  Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth.

· VERSE 19:  “Cling to your faith”
·  “Fight well in the lord’s battles”
· 1 Timothy 6:12 NLT   Fight the good fight for the true faith.
· Fight / Cling / Firm Grip

· There is a battle for your soul.  There is a spiritual struggle – powers of darkness are out to steal, kill, and destroy!
HALFWAY
Ephesians 6:11-12 NLT  Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12 For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.

THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW

1 Timothy 1:8-11  We know that the law is good when used correctly. 9 For the law was not intended for people who do what is right. It is for people who are lawless and rebellious, who are ungodly and sinful, who consider nothing sacred and defile what is holy, who kill their father or mother or commit other murders. 

10 The law is for people who are sexually immoral, or who practice homosexuality, or are slave traders, liars, promise breakers, or who do anything else that contradicts the wholesome teaching 11 that comes from the glorious Good News entrusted to me by our blessed God.

3. The law reveals our sinful nature.

Romans 3:20 NLT  For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.

Romans 5:20 NLT  God’s law was given so that all people could see how sinful they were. But as people sinned more and more, God’s wonderful grace became more abundant.

a. The law establishes right from wrong.

b. The law is designed for the UNRIGHTEOUS – not the righteous. 
 
c. WE have our conscience to guide us – Led by the Spirit

d. It exposed the problem (sin) and the answer (We need a savior)

e. The law defines sin but is unable to make us sinless. 

f. Grace is what makes us sinless.  Ephesians – it is by grace you are saved.

1 Timothy 1:12 NLT  I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength to do his work. He considered me trustworthy (faithful) and appointed me to serve him,

4. Faithfulness is the pre-requisite for promotion.

a. FIRST:  God gave him strength - empowered him.  “My grace is sufficient for you.”

· God doesn’t call the equipped…He equips the called.

Philippians 2:13 NLT  For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.

Hebrews 13:20a & 21 NLT  Now may the God of peace—who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep,  and ratified an eternal covenant with his blood— 21 may he equip you with all you need for doing his will.  May he produce in you, through the power of Jesus Christ, every good thing that is pleasing to him. All glory to him forever and ever!

b. SECOND:  Paul showed himself trustworthy and faithful.

c. Greeting into heaven?  “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

d. Jesus taught:  “Be faithful over little – and you will be put over much!”

e. Look at Timothy’s Example

Philippians 2:20-22  NLT I have no one else like Timothy, who genuinely cares about your welfare. 21 All the others care only for themselves and not for what matters to Jesus Christ. 22 But you know how Timothy has proved himself. Like a son with his father, he has served with me in preaching the Good News.

f. Everyone wants the promotion.

g. A requirement for leadership is to be faithful!

h. A lot of people are QUALIFIED, but they haven’t shown themselves faithful.  Trusted??

·  Character trumps talent.  

Acts 6:3 
NLT:  Select seven men who are well respected and are full of the Spirit and wisdom.

AMP:  Choose from among you seven men with good reputations [men of godly character and moral integrity], full of the Spirit and of wisdom,

MSG:  Choose seven men from among you whom everyone trusts, men full of the Holy Spirit and good sense, 

i. You may have the qualification, the degree, the skills, 

j. BUT are you trustworthy?  Is your word good?

k. Do you show up when you say you will?
l. Do you come to rehearsal practiced and prepared?
m. Do you give generously of your finances.
n. BLUNT:  How can we put someone in leadership who refuses to support the vision of the church financially.

o. Money follows my heart!  I have no problem giving to the church – I love the church.  My heart is here.

p. A lot of people want to do big things for God – but they’re not willing to be faithful in the small things of His Kingdom.

2 Timothy 2:2 NLT  You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses. Now teach these truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to others.

1 Timothy 1:13-14 NLT   even though I used to blaspheme the name of Christ. In my insolence, I persecuted his people. But God had mercy on me because I did it in ignorance and unbelief.14 Oh, how generous and gracious our Lord was! He filled me with the faith and love that come from Christ Jesus.	
	
1 Timothy 1:15-16 NLT  This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of them all. 16 But God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as a prime example of his great patience with even the worst sinners. 

MSG:  “I’m proof—Public Sinner Number One—of someone who could never have made it apart from sheer mercy.”

5. The failures of our past can never limit the potential of our future faith.

a. God can and WILL use the worst of sinners for Kingdom purpose!

b. The enemy tells you – you are disqualified because of your past.

c. He stops people from reaching their full potential and destiny.

d. God says – I have removed your past as far as the east from the west and remember your sins no more.

e. The moment you let go of who you used to be – you can become who God has declared you to be.

f. “OHHH but I sinned yesterday – I’m disqualified.”

g. If God LOVED YOU AS A SINNER, why would he love you less as a son or daughter who made a mistake?

h. Sin doesn’t stop most Christians, the recovery from the sin does.

i. EX:  Roll on ground / black table cloth.  (Shared in Romans)

j. Paul was saying – I used to be the prototype of a sinner – BUT NOW God wants to use us as a prototype of God’s grace and forgiveness.

k. DISCIPLESHIP:  Modeling to others how . . . 


· Disciple of Christ:  To daily live, love, give, and serve like Jesus.


RESULT:  
1 Timothy 1:16b-17 NLT . . . Then others will realize that they, too, can believe in him and receive eternal life. 17 All honor and glory to God forever and ever! He is the eternal King, the unseen one who never dies; he alone is God. Amen.

6.  Our faith should become contagious.

a. Don’t be afraid to share your testimony!  Share what you USED to be like and how JESUS made you a different person!

b. When you do – you will lead others to Christ!
c. “I just don’t know how to witness?”
d. The Answer:  BE a witness for HIM!
e. EX:  Called to testify in a court of law – 

· They won’t allow you to tell your mamas story of Jesus.  
· They won’t let you share what your pastor said.  “I OBJECT - That's hear-say!!!”	

· What is your testimony???

· What have you seen, heard, witnessed?

f. HOMEWORK TODAY:  Go home at lunch and every family meal this week – practice and help each other share your STORY – prepare your testimony.  
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