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Part 13:  Finish Your Race 

OPEN
1. Welcome South & Online
2. Conclusion of our series
3. This letter is Paul’s last letter written just a short time prior to his death / beheading

4. Paul realizes the end is near and begins to assess.

5. He is lonely yet still leading and fighting

6. Verse 16:  16 The first time I was brought before the judge, no one came with me. Everyone abandoned me. May it not be counted against them. 

7. It is winter time – and he will be executed in the Spring

2 Timothy 4:1-2  NLT   I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach (proclaim) the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort (encourage), with all longsuffering (steadfastness / endurance) and teaching. 

1. We all have a mandate to proclaim God’s Word to our world. 

a. We are called to live the Word, teach the Word, and coach others in life with the Word.

b. The Bible calls us to be ambassadors of heaven.

c. The only way we can truly share it with others is when it is WHO we are – not a good book we read.

d. EX:  BREATHE OF GOD / BIBLE / OXYGEN / BREATH OF GOD Bible illustration from last Sunday

e. This is GOOD NEWS = NO SHAME in sharing!!!!

f. The world is hurting, broken, wounded, depressed, AND WE HAVE THE ANSWER!

AMP/ Verse 2a    Preach the word [as an official messenger]; be ready when the time is right and even when it is not [keep your sense of urgency, whether the opportunity seems favorable or unfavorable, whether convenient or inconvenient, whether welcome or unwelcome]; 

2 Timothy 4:5 NLT  But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry 

· All are called to reach the lost.

a. EX:  Some say, “That's not my calling”

b. EX:  I believe God has people he has ordained for your path to cross so you can be LIGHT to them.

c. Our disobedience complicates God’s purpose and plans.

Romans 10:14-15  NLT  But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? 

15 And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!”

g. At RFC we are preaching the Word of God
h. We Study and read the Word of God!
i. We are going to proclaim this book to our city!!
j. FREEDOM:  We believe when an individual will live, embrace, read, and feed on what this book says that it will SET YOU FREE!

a. Notice how the word is to be used.

AMP/ Verse 2b    correct [those who err in doctrine or behavior], warn [those who sin], exhort and encourage [those who are growing toward spiritual maturity], with inexhaustible patience and [faithful] teaching.

2. The Bible is our blueprint for life.

a. That can only happen if you are making the bible a daily feeding.

· Let’s stop giving opinions on social media.
· We should ask:  What does the Word say?
b. LEADS / GUIDES / SHAPES / MOLDS US
c. “Be ready - In season and out”  = GR  Stand by your post in the good times and bad.

· Stay faithful and loyal
· Stop flip flopping
d. The Word is to be the foundation of who and what we do as a church

LET’S KEEP READING . . . 
2 Timothy 4:3-4  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

· HAPPENING?
· They only wanted to hear things that feed their desires!

3. We must choose spiritual growth over comfort.  

a. The Bible is here to make you better not comfortable!!
b. It’s here to GROW you and STRETCH you.

c. EX:  Too many Christians view the Bible as a BUFFET!

· And they get to pick and choose what they like and don’t like.

· Too many Christians have a “Sweet tooth!”  EX:  Nutella Jar!

MSG: 3-4  You’re going to find that there will be times when people will have no stomach for solid teaching, but will fill up on spiritual junk food—catchy opinions that tickle their fancy. 

d. We must eat a balanced diet of the Word.  

e. We become lopsided when we only “eat” certain scriptures.

f. What happens?  You become a FAT LAZY CHRISTIAN

g. You can go on youtube and find someone to teach a truth that will appease your conscience.

h. “According to their desires / lusts”  - looking for someone to scratch their itch.
· They become unbalanced
· If you focus on Philippians 4:19 ONLY you will become an unbalanced Christian

1 Corinthians 3:1-3    NLT  Dear brothers and sisters, when I was with you I couldn’t talk to you as I would to spiritual people. I had to talk as though you belonged to this world or as though you were infants in Christ. 

2 I had to feed you with milk, not with solid food, because you weren’t ready for anything stronger. And you still aren’t ready, 

3 for you are still controlled by your sinful nature. You are jealous of one another and quarrel with each other. Doesn’t that prove you are controlled by your sinful nature? Aren’t you living like people of the world?

i. EX:  “Just preach on the promises pastor – stay away from that holiness and godliness living stuff.”

j. Dessert is good but you need your vegetables – 
· Love your enemies, 
· pray for those who spitefully use you.
· Feed the poor?
· Love your wife like Jesus loved the church?
· Forgive as Jesus forgave you.
· Give 10% of your income to the church!

k. EX:  Grace 

Jude 1:4  NLT  I say this because some ungodly people have wormed their way into your churches, saying that God’s marvelous grace allows us to live immoral lives.

1 Peter 2:16 NLT For you are free, yet you are God’s slaves, so don’t use your freedom as an excuse to do evil. 

· Grace empowers me not entitles me!

l. You need your veggies!!!!  Basket of vegetables and fruit / Meat and potatoes!

m. We must choose correction over entertainment.

2 Timothy 4:6-7  For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand.   7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT – what is that?

4. GOOD FIGHT:  Fight for the RIGHT things. Things that will advance the purpose of God for your life.

a. “Fulfill your ministry”  Your CALL  Your PURPOSE!

b. Fight for the things that matter!!!

c. Fight to fulfill the purpose of God and the mission he has called you to do.

d. Too many people fight for things that don’t help their purpose and isn’t their mission.

e. Fight for the things to advance the cause of Christ!

f. GUILTY:  How much time do we waste, spinning our wheels, worrying about things that don’t affect us?

g. GUILTY:  Wasting energy on things that’s not our fight?


HOW DO WE FIGHT????  “We walk in the authority and power of God.”

Ephesians 6:10-13  NLT  10 A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 

12 For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.

· The only way we can be defeated is by quitting and giving up.   Keep fighting.

13 Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm.

5. FINISH THE RACE: Ultimate success is completing our life’s mission.  

a. Easy to start – Everyone starts off amazing!
b. Only 1/3rd of the leaders in the Bible finished well and in the will of God.

c. 2/3rds did NOT finish well.

d. What is your life purpose and mission?
e. WHY ARE YOU HERE?
f. Few finish well!
· Everyone starts a diet to win
· Everyone starts a new job and is going to kill it
· Everyone starts strong in their commitment to Jesus.
g. Opposition isn’t at the starting line

h. All of us are tempted to quit!!!

· Our determination to finish must be greater than the desire to quit.

i. Avoid distractions to keep you from finishing

j. EX:  ME - Graduated from Bible College – Lord take me home – felt my spirit lift from my body – and I grabbed on!

k. EX:  When Jesus said - “Let us go to the other side!”

· The disciples still faced storms!  
· Don't give up!
· His word will carry you through

Acts 13:22, 36  King David  

22 - But God removed Saul and replaced him with David, a man about whom God said, ‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart. He will do everything I want him to do.’

36 - This is not a reference to David, for after David had done the will of God in his own generation, he died and was buried with his ancestors, and his body decayed. 

· It’s not about how long you live, but did you fulfill the purpose of God in the time you had here on earth?

Those who have died young

a. EX:  John the Baptist finished what God had asked him to do – He was martyred by King Herod.

b. EX:  Dr. Martin Luther KING died at age 39 – 50 years ago.
· His life was cut short – but his voice still speaks 50 years later.

· His life – His legacy – still brings change to civil rights in America

c. EX:  Jesus = John 17:4  “I brought glory to you here on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.

Philippians 1:6 And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.

6. KEEP THE FAITH:  Live with No Regrets.

· Too many people reach the end of life filled with “would’ve, could’ve and should’ve(s).” 

· “I wish I hads”  & “I wish I hadn’ts”

· I dare you to dream your biggest dream and put a mustard seed of faith in the ground and watch what God can do!!

a. As long as you have breath in your lungs you can turn the situation around.

· Get your degree

· Make up with your father or mother.  Call your sister.

· Run the marathon

· Start the new business

b. CHALLENGE QUESTIONS:
· Did I give my very best?
· Did I love unconditionally?

a. Stay true to your faith in Christ – the Rock of our salvation.

b. When the battle is over – can you truly say – I fought the good fight of faith????

c. Don't quit early!  Finish your race.
· Yes we all get tired.
· Paul said, “I’m torn between the two – more beneficial for me to stay.  Paul was ready to go.
· Too many throw in the towel

d. Keep the faith!

e. No regrets at the finish line.   Paul describes it here in the next verse.

(our last verse in this series) 

2 Timothy 4:8  Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

7. An eye on the prize drives us through the pain of today.   

Hebrews 12:1-2   Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. 

2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne. 


Philippians 3:14  NLT   I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.


9 Timothy, please come as soon as you can. 10 Demas has deserted me because he loves the things of this life and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus has gone to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark with you when you come, for he will be helpful to me in my ministry. 12 I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you come, be sure to bring the coat I left with Carpus at Troas. Also bring my books, and especially my papers.
14 Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm, but the Lord will judge him for what he has done. 15 Be careful of him, for he fought against everything we said.

16 The first time I was brought before the judge, no one came with me. Everyone abandoned me. May it not be counted against them. 17 But the Lord stood with me and gave me strength so that I might preach the Good News in its entirety for all the Gentiles to hear. And he rescued me from certain death. 18 Yes, and the Lord will deliver me from every evil attack and will bring me safely into his heavenly Kingdom. All glory to God forever and ever! Amen.

19 Give my greetings to Priscilla and Aquila and those living in the household of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus stayed at Corinth, and I left Trophimus sick at Miletus.
21 Do your best to get here before winter. Eubulus sends you greetings, and so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and all the brothers and sisters.
22 May the Lord be with your spirit. And may his grace be with all of you.

