
SAGADA CAVES TO BE CLOSED - Local and foreign tourists flock  to the Sumaguing Cave 
in Sagada, Mountain Province. But this rainy season, the local authorities to close it from the 

public for safety reasons. Story on page 7./ RMC PIA-CAR  

BAGUIO CITY – Outgoing Mayor Mauricio G. 
Domogan declared he will be leaving the local gov-

ernment without any outstanding debt with whatever 
government or private financial institutions that could 
have compromised the city’s fiscal standing.

The 6-term local chief executive claimed that there 
had been numerous offers from various private and 
public financial institutions to provide the local gov-
ernment with adequate funds that will bankroll the 
completion of high-impact development projects but 
he refused to take such offers because of their projected 
serious repercussions to the fiscal position of the city 
in the future aside from the fact that he does not want 
his successors to inherit any debt that could be blamed 
on him in the future.

“We are proud to leave the local government with a 
clean slate in terms of debt. We had received numerous 
proposals for the local government to avail of loans 
from financial institutions in the past but we never 
accepted such offers because we knew its repercus-
sions to the finances of the city,” Domogan stressed.

Even when the city was recovering from the wrath 
of the July 16, 1990 killer earthquake that rocked most 
parts of Northern Luzon, including 
Baguio city that sent the country’s 
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Pillar of journalism pushing 
for free dialysis 'writes 30'
BAGUIO CITY – 

Veteran newsman, 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t , 
sportsman, an advocate 
of free dialysis, Ramon 
Santa Dacawi wrote 30 at 
7 a.m. on Thursday after 
a long bout with kidney 
problem. He was 68.

The former chief of the 
Baguio Public Informa-
tion Office was actively 
campaigning for free 
dialysis for kidney 
patients in the past three 
years before his death 
from the same disease. 
Dacawi is survived by his 
two children, Veronica 
and Johann.

Dacawi, who is fondly 
called Mondax by his 
media colleagues, is a 
former president of the 
Baguio Correspondents 
and Broadcasters Club, 
the largest aggrupation 
of media practitioners 
north of Manila.

Considered as a pillar 
of Baguio journalism, 
Mondax was writing a 
syndicated column for 
various local newspa-
pers including SunStar 
Baguio and the Baguio 
Chronicle, among others.

But daily treatments 
of five times a week for 
his ailment saw him too 
weak to write in the past 
few months.

Dacawi is best remem-
bered for leading the 
eco-walk program on 
environment protection, 
which was recognized by 
the United Nations.

Dacawi’s eco-walk 
program was a Global 
500 cited program in 
2002 from the United 
Nations Development 
Program, which until 

now is being pursued by 
the city government as a 
“Best Practice” shared to 
local government units 
and organizations who 
visit the city.

He is also behind the 
Urban Walk Program 
on culture and histori-
cal preservation.

In both projects, 
Dacawi had elementary 
and high school students 
as targets.

For the first, Dacawi 
taught children to help 
battle deforestation with 
the Busol Watershed, 
Baguio’s biggest source 
of water, as the target.

For the second, Dacawi 
walked around the town 
with students in tow to 
teach them the signifi-
cance of a landmark.

Dacawi has helped 
many in their battle 
against kidney problems 
by organizing concerts 
for a cause.

He lobbied and met 
with organizations 
to get support for the 
“Free Dialysis” law from 
Congress.

But then it was the 
same disease he contract-
ed which prompted him 
to start the campaign on 
free dialysis treatment in 
the country.

Dacawi has also helped 
the Baguio lady’s soccer 
team in their campaigns 
in other parts of the 
country.

He coined the term 
Cinderella for the team, 
who plays outside the 
city on a tight budget 
or aboard a borrowed 
vehicle which he himself 
was able to procure from 

friends.
Dacawi is a graduate 

of the Rizal Elementa-
ry School and is one of 
the first graduates of the 
University of Baguio 
Science High School.

He took up English at 
UB where he graduated 
in 1973.

Dacawi worked as field 
survey representative 
upon finishing college 
before getting employed 
by then councilor 
Leonides Bautista until 
the end of 1975.

On January 1, 1976, he 
was taken in as a clerk 
with the late mayor Luis 
Lardizabal, who later 
named his as city pro-
motions officer.

On January 1, 1980, 
Dacawi was named 
public information 
officer, a position he 
held until his retire-
ment on Sept. 14, 2016. 
In 2002, he was named 
as an outstanding citizen 
of Baguio, a year after 
he received the Lingkod 
Bayan award to which he 
was a finalist in 2014.

In her Facebook post, 
current Baguio PIO 
head Aileen Refuerzo 
wrote “wala na ang pan-
galawang tatay ko, ang 
sumbungan forum ko, 
ang Superman ng jour-
nalism, environmental, 
football, dialysis atb pang 
causes ng Baguio (My 
second father is gone, 
my complaint forum, the 
Superman of journalism, 
environmental, football, 
dialysis and other causes 
for Baguio).”

“Sumuko man ang 
katawan, hindi nagmaliw 
ang galing at bilis ng 
utak maging ang pusong 
sadyang malambot para 
sa nangangailangan at 
isali na rin ang likas 
na kakengkuyan (Your 
body might have given 
up, but your intelli-
gence never ceased to 
amaze and your heart 
is soft for those who 
are in need, beside you 
being a naturally funny 
guy)," said Refuerzo who 
worked with Dacawi for 
nearly 25 years./Pigeon 
Lobien (PNA)

P169-M Baguio convention 
center facelift finished by 
September
BAGUIO CITY – The 

Cordillera office of the 
Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH-
CAR) disclosed the ongoing 
rehabilitation of the city-
owned Baguio Convention 
Center will be completed 
right in time for the cele-
bration of the 110thCharter 
day of Baguio city.

DPWH-CAR regional 
director Engr. Tiburcio 
Canlas said that as of the 
middle of June, the pro-
grammed rehabilitation 
and repair works inside 
the city’s premier conven-
tion facility was already 80 
percent complete and that 
the remaining works will 
be done even before the city 
celebrates its Charter anni-
versary.

“The role of the agency 
is for the aesthetics of the 
convention center because 
the works that were pro-
grammed from the allocated 
funds were purely for the 
rehabilitation of the facility,” 
Canlas stressed.

The DPWH-CAR official 
claimed that the agency 
already communicated 
with the City Buildings and 
Architecture Office (CBAO) 
to work on the diggings that 
were done by those who 
undertook treasure hunting 

activities in the said 
facility so as not to 

affect the structural integrity 
of the convention center.

Earlier, the DPWH 
earmarked some P180 
million for the proposed 
rehabilitation and repair 
of the Baguio Conven-
tion Center to increase its 
seating capacity aside from 
improving its aesthetics and 
interior facilities through 
the representation of City 
Planning and Development 
Coordinator Engr. Evelyn 
G. Cayat and outgoing 
City Mayor Mauricio G. 
Domogan.

However, the winning 
contractor of the proposed 
rehabilitation and repair 
works submitted a bid of 
over P169 million for the 
programmed works included 
in the detailed plans and 
specifications for the said 
project.

Under the original 
contract, the rehabilita-
tion and repair project was 
supposed to be completed by 
February this year but due to 
various issues and concerns 
that caused the delay in the 
implementation of the pro-
grammed works, the date of 
completion was moved until 
after the middle of this year 
or possibly before September 
1, 2019.

Canlas said that the 

DPWH-CAR has nothing 
to do about the structural 

integrity of the convention 
center considering that what 
had been programmed to 
rehabilitate the facility was 
for the increase in the seating 
capacity from the previous 
1,750 to over 2,200 once the 
project will be completed by 
the third quarter of this year.

The local government 
purchased the Baguio Con-
vention Center from the 
State-owned Government 
Service Insurance System 
(GSIS) for the city to have 
a an area where to hold 
numerous public and private 
gatherings.

The convention facility 
was constructed by the 
Ministry of Human Settle-
ments in 1978 to pave the 
way for the country’s hosting 
of the world chess champion-
ship match between Anatoly 
Karpov and Victor Korchnoi 
that contributed in enticing 
more Filipinos to be actively 
involved in the chess game.

The proposed rehabil-
itation of the convention 
facility started in March 
2018 after the project was 
successfully bidded out by 
the agency in December 
2017 by the DPWH-CAR 
after funds for the same was 
guaranteed under the annual 
budget./Dexter A. See

City to seek reconsideration 
on ERS closure order
BAGUIO CIT Y - 

Outgoing Mayor 
Mauricio G. Domogan  
underscored the local gov-
ernment will have to seek 
reconsideration from the 
environment department 
on the temporary closure 
order it issued against 
the continued operation 
of the two Environmental 
Recycling System (ERS) 
machines that are con-
verting the city’s biode-
gradable waste to compost 
fertilizer.

The city chief executive 
claimed that the recent 
visit of ranking environ-
ment officials to the Irisan 
dumpsite where the ERS 
machines are based was 
not coordinated with 
him so that he could 
have responded to the 
queries of the concerned 

officials on the contin-
uous operation of the 
multi-million machines 
that has helped the reduce 
the volume of waste being 
hauled out by the city 
to the Urdaneta-based 
sanitary landfill.

“We will receive the 
cease and desist order but 
we will file the necessary 
motion for reconsider-
ation or whatever appro-
priate remedy because it 
is unfair for them to make 
unnecessary conclusions 
on a serious matter which 
the local government 
had been solely finding 
solutions over the past 
several years,” Domogan 
stressed.

He pointed out that 
the local government 
continues to work out 
the improvement of the 

operation of the ERS 
machines to ensure 
its efficiency in con-

verting the biodegrad-
able waste to compost 
fertilizer by prioritiz-
ing the purchase of the 
needed pieces to replace 
the dilapidated ones, aside 
from entering into an 
agreement with a proven 
private company that had 
been in the business of 
producing compost fer-
tilizer from garbage.

According to him, the 
operation of the ERS 
machines was permitted 
by the Cordillera office 
of the Environmental 
Management Bureau 
(EMB-CAR) which had 
been the local govern-
ment’s partner in trying 
to find a permanent 
solution to the city’s solid 
waste disposal problem 
considering that the 
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Summer Capital into rubbles then, he explained that 
acquiring loans just to help the city rise from the 
rubbles of the quake was never an option because the 
national government, through former President Fidel 
V. Ramos, was supportive in the completion of high 
impact-development projects that were completed 
without the local government being indebted to private 
and public financial institutions.

According to him, the incoming administration of 
Mayor Benjamin B. Magalong will be inheriting a clean 
slate in terms of debt thus he will have no problem 
settling the local government’s obligations as he made 
sure the city will have no debt when the new executive 
takes over the city’s lordship noon of June 30, 2019.

Domogan explained the local government 
implement high impact development projects over 
the past several years through wise fiscal manage-
ment and the prioritization of the needs of the city 
using available funds that will be budgeted annually 
as the local legislative body failed to pass the necessary 
revenue measures that would have supported more 
development projects in the barangays.

He expressed his gratitude to the city’s finance 
officers for not pushing for the availment of loans 
from private and public financial institutions for the 
implementation of more development projects during 

Baguio has no outstanding...
from page 1

Cont. on page 6

his term as they knew he 
as allergic to loans.

The outgoing mayor 
claimed even government 
banks, through the years,  
were willing to provide 
the city government with 
unlimited credit line 
because of its status as a 
highly urbanized city, but 
he was never tempted to 
take the offer as he was 
mindful of its effect to 
the future leaders of the 
city and its repercussion 
to the local government’s 
fiscal position in the 
coming years, especially 
grants from international 
financial institutions.

Baguio City is the lone 
highly urbanized city 
in the Cordillera with 
40 percent dependence 
on the Internal Revenue 
Allotment (IRA) from 
the national government./
Dexter A. See

Itogon residents reminded of 
rainy season safety protocols

LANDSLIDE PRONE AREA. This major landslide at Ucab, Itogon, 
Benguet on September 16, 2018 killed scores of people with others still 
missing until now, The incident reminds residents of the need to be pre-
pared and evacuate to safer grounds. (PNA file photo)

ITOGON, Benguet -- 
The municipal govern-

ment here on Monday 
said it is now better 
prepared with the onset 
of the rainy season, 
reminding residents of the 
safety protocols to prevent 
a repeat of another deadly 
landslide like last year 
where several persons 
perished.

“We have an incident 
command system but 
now, we have corrected 
our shortcomings and we 
have included all officials 
up to the barangay level 
to have each and every-
one’s participation, each 
one having his function 
during calamities,” Mayor 
Victorio Palangdan told 
Philippine News Agency 
(PNA).

“I issued an Executive 
Order for all of them 
[barangay off icials , 
emergency responders, 
and policemen] to be in 
their respective jurisdic-
tion and be ready for any 
eventuality and I instruct-
ed that they implement the 
force evacuation if there 
are any other residents 
who refuse to voluntarily 
evacuate themselves,” the 
mayor said, assuring the 
safety of the town's 58,000 
residents.

On Sept. 16, 2018, 
scores of people in the 
town were buried alive 
when they took refuge in a 
bunkhouse after a massive 
landslide happened at 
the height of Typhoon 
Ompong (international 
name “Mangkhut”).

Palangdan said they 

would meet all village 
residents from June 24 to 
28 to brief them about the 
policies, rules, safety pre-
cautions and regulations 
that will be implemented 
in Itogon.

“We want everyone in 
Itogon to be prepared this 
coming rainy season,” the 
mayor said.

Mandator y safety 
policies

In a meeting with 
school officials, Palangdan 
advised those located 
in geohazard zones that 
classes are immediately 
suspended when there is 
heavy rainfall.

He also said when 
classes are suspended on 
midday, daycare pupils 
need to be fetched by their 
parents or guardians and 
should not be allowed to 
leave the school on their 
own. The other students, 
on the other hand, can go 
home on their own.

For residents in areas 
declared as danger zones, 
they must comply with 
the mandatory evacua-
tion and must relocate to 
the established evacuation 
areas.

Palangdan said all 
barangays have estab-
lished their evacuation 
areas.

“All communities -- 
Ampucao, Ucab… all nine 
barangays have. There are 
schools, barangay halls, 
gymnasiums which have 
been identified and can 
be used as an evacuation 
center,” he said.

The mayor said the local 
government has preposi-
tioned food packs enough 
for the specific capacity of 
each evacuation center.

They are also asking 
the Department of Social 
Welfare and Develop-
ment for additional food 
packs to be pre-posi-
tioned at the evacuation 
areas, in case there will be 
more evacuees than the 
capacity, he said.

“We will deliver them 
immediately in the evac-
uation areas before there 
are road closures due to 
rain. It is difficult to bring 
supplies when the roads 
are blocked by landslides,” 

Cont. on page 6

Domogan fears possible 
mutilation of proposed 
autonomy law
BAGUIO CITY – 

Outgoing Mayor 
Mauricio G. Domogan 
warned of the possible 
watering down or muti-
lation of the proposed 
autonomy law in the 18th 
Congress once elected 
lawmakers in the different 
parts of the region will 
not be united in aggres-
sively advancing for the 
immediate passage of the 
Organic Act which Cor-
dillerans had been longing 
for over the past three 
decades.

The local chief executive 
claimed that the proposed 
autonomy law in the 18th 
Congress could be likened 
to Republic Act (RA) 6766 
or the first Organic Act 
which was overwhelming-
ly rejected by the people, 
except those from Ifugao, 
due to the watering down 

of the content of the law 
by Congress when it was 
a product of the Cor-
dillera Regional Con-
sultative Commission 
(CRCC), thus, the need 
for lawmakers to be 
united and wary about 
the contents of the draft 
that will be submitted to 
them to ensure that the 
content will reflect the 
result of consultations in 
the different parts of the 
region.

“We should be vigilant 
on the outcome of the 
proposed autonomy law 
so that whatever will be 
its contents should reflect 
the clamor and plight of 
the people and not the 
interest of certain individ-
uals and groups wanting 
to own credit of the 
possible enactment of the 
proposed law,” Domogan 

stressed.
He claimed that the 

ongoing draft of the 
proposed autonomy law 
being undertaken by 
the drafting committee 
tasked by the Regional 
Development Council 
(RDC) to help facilitate 
the immediate filing of 
the Organic Act in the 
18th Congress can still be 
improved because there is 
actually no perfect law that 
will emanate from it but 
credit should be given to 
those who painstakingly 
worked for the comple-
tion of the draft and not to 
those who simply took the 
case for convenience sake.

Domogan welcomed 
the gesture of some Cor-
dillera congressmen who 
committed to immediately 
file the proposed organic 
Act as soon as they will 
be able to take hold of the 

MAC wants total ban on cigarette 
sale in Benguet town
SABLAN, Benguet -- 

The Sablan Municipal 
Advisory Council recently 
approved a resolution 
“requesting the Sablan 
Municipal Council to enact 
an ordinance to totally ban 

the selling of cigarette in the 
municipality.”

 “The council wanted to 
boost the campaign of the 
municipality by banning the 
selling of cigarette to protect 
those persons who are no yet 

inclined to smoking," the res-
olution read.

 Sablan MAC Chairman 
and outgoing Municipal 
Mayor Arthur Baldo said that 
having a total ban on sale of 
cigarette in the municipal-
ity would give protection 
to the younger generation 
since there have been alleged 
reports of students and pupils 
who were seen smoking near 
school premises.

 “By banning the sale of 
cigarette, the youth and even 
the rest of the residents of 
Sablan are protected and are 
veered away from smoking 
or even from merely trying 
to smoke,” Baldo said.

With the approval and 
implementation of a “No 
Smoking Ordinance” in 2011 
which prohibits any person 
from smoking in public 
utility vehicles, govern-
ment-owned vehicles, public 
buildings, public places, 
enclosed public places or any 
enclosed area in the munici-
pality, Sablan has been vying 
for the Red Orchid Awards.

Red Orchid award is 
given by the Department of 
Health to local government 
units, government offices 
and hospitals implementing 
100% tobacco-free environ-
ments.

 Sablan has been a con-
sistent Red Orchid Awardee 

Cont. on page 6
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Before it breaks down, we 
need to keep constitutional 

order

KAKAMPI MO ANG BATAS

By:  Atty. Batas Mauricio

Pilipinong Rotarians may 
pandaigdigang proyekto sa kalikasan

(Retired Supreme Court justice Mendoza delivered this speech, edited for 
brevity, at the Recognition Day of the UP College of Law on June 25, after 
the conferment upon him by the University of the Philippines of the degree 
of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa.)

Today, I would like to talk about the urgent need to take good care of the 
constitutional order, lest through abuse, misuse, neglect, or indifference, it 
breaks down.

By “constitutional order,” I mean the way things have been worked out 
in our society by which we have been able to live and cooperate with one 
another in relative peace.

Like any mortal contrivance, the constitutional order is not of limitless 
capacity. It cannot abide the stress and strain to which it may be subjected 
by the relentless testing of the limits of individual rights or the limits of 
governmental power, or by the tit for tat and pettiness of “little minds.” It 
cannot survive the transformation of the marketplace and the public forum 
into dumpsites of noxious ideas and dangerous doctrines or the use of the 
internet for spreading hatred, gossip, malice, meanness, or falsehood.

Shakespeare understood the importance of order and the awful consequences 
of disregarding it. What he said about the order of nature in Troilus and 

Cont. on page 5

Cressida applies as well to the constitutional 
order:

The heavens themselves, the planets, and this center
Observe degree, priority, and place,
Insisture, course, proportion, season, form,
Office, and custom, in all line of order. . . . .
O, when degree is shaked,
Which is the ladder of all high designs,
The enterprise is sick! How could . . .
The primogenity and due of birth,
Prerogative of age, crowns, scepters, laurels,
But by degree, stand in authentic place?

Take but degree away, untune that string, And hark, what discord follows.
Take but one degree out, and lo, what discord follows! The constitutional 

order is like the natural order. Shake it up and lo, what upheaval will follow!
Order is needed because without order there can be no peace. Of course, 

peace may be brought about by a violent order or by an order maintained by 
force, but that is not the peace we want. That is the peace of the graveyard.

What we want is peace which is the result of a constitutional order, the 
way of life we have chosen and hope succeeding generations will carry on.

Delicate balance

This order rests on a delicate balance of liberty and authority which requires 
for its maintenance an alert and vigilant citizenry, to whom public discussion 
is a public duty and a public office a public trust.

For, indeed, freedom isn’t freedom till it is exercised. Unfortunately, there 
are some who find freedom to be isolating. They find freedom to be the loss 
of guidance and support and, for this reason, are willing to exchange their 
freedom for the security offered by authoritarianism.

In his time, Claro M. Recto, president of the 1934 Constitutional 
Convention, railed against the “little minds,” who, he said, needed to be told 
that after Independence the duty to think for themselves had begun.

Advertisement

Justice Brandeis warned that the greatest menace to freedom is an inert 
people. Freedom should be an opportunity for realizing one’s 
dignity as an individual and one’s worth as a member of society.

On the other hand, governing in a constitutional order requires 
patience with the slowness of the democratic system in preference 
to the speed and efficiency that can be achieved 
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INSPIRASYON SA BUHAY: “… Ang sinasabi ko, makapangyarihan 
ang karunungan kaysa lakas…” (Mangangaral 9:16, Bibliya).

-ooo-

PILIPINONG ROTARIANS MAY PANDAIGDIGANG PROYEKTO 
PARA SA KALIKASAN: Sa pangkalahatang kasaysayan ng Rotary 
International mula pa ng malalang ito noong 1905 sa Estados Unidos, 
nabigyan ng pagkilala ang mga Pilipinong Rotarians bilang siyang 
nagpasimuno at nag-umpisa ng tinatawag na “polio plus campaign” ng 
Rotary noong 1979.

Dahil sa proyektong ito kontra sa polio ng Rotary na isinulong na din ng 
halos 2 milyong iba pang mga Rotarians sa buong mundo, 99.99 percent 
na ng mga bansa sa ngayon ay wala ng polio. Masasabi ngang utang ng 
sandaigdigan sa mga Pilipinong Rotarians ang tagumpay na ito laban sa 
polio, na isang sakit na naging dahilan ng kamatayan ng maraming mga 
bata at mga tao noon.

Pero, hindi na lamang sa paglaban sa polio kikilalanin ang mga Pilipinong 
Rotarians. Sa pangunguna ngayon ng siyamnapung taong negosyanteng si 
Joaquin “Jack” Rodriguez, ang pangulo ng Rotary Club of Manila para sa 
Rotary Year 2019-2020, tiyak na muli na namang pararangalan ang mga 
Pilipinong Rotarians sa isa na namang pandadigdigang kampanya na ang 
mabibiyayaan ay ang buong sangkatauhan.

-ooo-

“TREES: ISTRATEHIYA PARA SA MALINIS AT LUNTIANG 
KAPALIGIRAN”: Ang nais mapagtagumpayan ni Champion President 
Joaquin “Jack” Rodriguez sa kaniyang isang taong pamumuno (Rotary Year 
2019-2020) sa isandaang taong Rotary Club of Manila ay ang puspusang 
paglaban sa pagkasira ng kalikasan na, sa Pilipinas, ay bunga ng kakulangan 
ng halos 3.6 bilyong mga punong kahoy.

Kaya naman sa pakiusap ni Jack, ang lahat ng sampung Rotary 
International Districts sa Pilipinas, kasama ang District 3810 na 
nakakasakop sa Manila, Pasay City, Cavite, at Occidental Mindoro, ay 
magsusulong ng programang titiyak ng pagtatanim at pangangalaga ng 
mga punong kahoy, at tinatawag na TREES---o The Rotary Economic 
and Ecological System Stratagem. Suportado ni Champion District 3810 
Governor Liza Elorde ang proyektong ito ni Jack.

Ninanais ng TREES, ayon sa paliwanag ni Jack, na hindi na lamang 
magtatanim ng puno ang mga Pilipino, bata man o matanda, lalaki o 
babae, sa bawat pagkakataong ibibigay sa kanila, kundi titiyakin pa din 
nito na ang magtatanim ng puno ay kikilos upang ang mga itinanim nila 
ay patuloy na mabubuhay at lalago. Ang ilang bunga 

By: Vicente V. Mendoza (www.rappler.com)
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By: Sen. Leila De Lima

On Duterte’s grant of EEZ fishing 
privileges to China

DISPATCH FROM CRAME

 

By allowing the Chinese to fish in the 
Philippines’ EEZ, Duterte has committed three 
of the six grounds for impeachment: culpable 
violation of the Constitution, treason, and betrayal 
of public trust. If it is eventually proven that his 
motivation for this grossly unconstitutional act is 
his acceptance of a generous bribe from China, 
whether in the form of campaign donations 
or a share in Chinese business interests in the 
Philippines, then that would also include bribery 
and graft and corruption, or five out of the six 
grounds for impeachment.

But the Duterte-controlled Congress is not 
expected to hold Duterte to account for these 
impeachable offenses anytime soon, even if the 
1987 Constitution’s provisions on impeachment 
seems to have been tailor-made to fit Duterte and 
the infinite number of impeachable crimes he has 
committed since he assumed office three years 
ago on June 30, 2016.

No other president has probably committed 
more impeachable offenses than Duterte. The 
mechanism for a remedy is there, but it has 
been ill-suited for a political culture that values 
patronage and power over and above the rule of 
law, sovereignty, and national pride.

Hindi nga naman makakain ang pride 
a t  soberenya ,  pero  sobra-sobra  kung 
makapagpabusog ang pork barrel at ang 
kapangyarihang inutang sa Malacañang kapalit 
ng pagiging sunud-sunuran.

What are the people to do when the President 
and a rubber-stamp Congress have not only failed 
to secure the national interest but have actively 
given away or sold the Filipinos’ sovereign rights 
to China in exchange for 30 pieces of silver?

Last April 16, 2019, a petition was filed with 
the Supreme Court by the Kalayaan Palawan 
Farmers and Fisherfolk Association against the 
Duterte Administration to enforce the Philippines’ 
sovereign rights in the West Philippine Sea under 
UNCLOS, the Philippine Fisheries Code, and the 
decision of the Permanent Court of Arbitration 
in the case of Philippines v. China. Insofar as 
challenging Duterte’s treason and Congress’s 
silence is concerned, the ball now appears to 
be with the third branch of our government, the 
Supreme Court.

Duterte ceding our EEZ to China will not be his 
last act of treason. This only makes the urgency 
of resolving the farmers’ and fisherfolks’ petition 
clearer. It may well be our last hope in stopping 
Duterte’s unprecedented betrayal of the national 
interest.

by the comingling powers in one man or group of 
men.

From this perspective, warnings of a revolutionary 
government may in some contexts be viewed simply 
as expressions of discomfort with the constraints of 
constitutional powers. Actually, there are adequate 
powers at the disposal of a democratic governor. 
There are built-in provisions in the constitutional 
order for flexibility where flexibility is needed.

For example,  the making of midnight 
appointments is prohibited, but an outgoing 
President, as caretaker, can make temporary 
appointments to “executive positions” if the 
continued vacancies therein would disrupt public 
service or endanger public safety.

Martial law may be declared to save the State but 
not the throne. The Constitution may be amended 
to serve an enlightened purpose, not narrow, 
personal or partisan interests. Indeed, tolerance, 
good-will, good faith, and self-restraint in the 
exercise of rights and the use of powers are needed 
to 8 maintain the balance of freedom and authority.

Decay from anarchy

There are neither absolute rights nor absolute 
powers in the constitutional order. And a society 
which fails to observe these norms will ultimately 
decay from anarchy or atrophy.

Consider Britain today as 

Editorial...
from page 4

ng TREES sa ngayon, dagdag pa ni Jack, ay yung 
pagpasa ng batas na nagtatakda sa mga mag-aaral 
na magtanim ng mga puno taon-taon.

-ooo-

RP, KULANG NG 3.6 BILYONG MGA 
PUNO: Sa pagpapaliwanag ni Rotary Club of 
Manila Champion President Joaquin “Jack” 
Rodriguez sa aming pag-uusap noong Biyernes, 
Junio 28, 2019, lumilitaw na naumpisahan na 
ang proyekto niyang TREES---o The Rotary 
Economic and Ecological Stratagem---noon pang 
Junio 15, 2019, kung saan 231 Rotary Clubs sa 
Pilipinas at marami pang ibang grupong sibiko 
ang nagtanim na ng mga puno sa iba’t ibang 
lugar sa bansa.

Ambisyong maituturing ang TREES, lalo pa 
at hinahabol nitong mapunuan ang kakulangang 
3.6 bilyon (bilyon as in “boy”) na mga puno sa 
buong kapuluan. Pero ang mahalaga, ayon kay 
Jack, nakaumpisa na ang mga Rotarians at ang 
kanilang mga “partners in service” ng unang 
hakbang para matupad ang layunin. Sa totoo lang, 
mas di hamak na malaki ang biyayang dulot ng 
mga puno sa malinis na kalikasan, at sa paglaban 
sa kamatayan at kapinsalaang dulot ng global 
warming and climate change.

Kung ang “polio plus” campaign ay nakatulong 
ng malaki sa maraming kabataan sa buong 
mundo, ang TREES program ni Jack Rodriguez 
at ng mga Rotarians ay tiyak na gagawa ng 
milagro sa muling pagkabuhay, kumbaga, ng 
ating mundong unti-unti ng namamatay dahil 
sa kawalan ng malinis na hangin, ng malinis na 
tubig, maruming kapaligiran, at sa kawalan ng 

Kakampi mo ang Batas...
from page 4

 

By: Ms. Jill Cariño

Senator Marcos’ plan to bless her office 
through Igorot ritual is an affront to 
indigenous knowledge and culture

Indigenous knowledge is a result of indigenous 
peoples’ interrelationship with their territories and 

resources and a product of thousands of years of col-
lective innovation adapted to the local culture and 
environment.

For a long time, it was ignored and considered insig-
nificant, if not barbaric and immoral. This was true 
during the Spanish colonization of our country when 
rituals were labelled as devil worship. The American 
colonizers on the other hand, used some of the indig-
enous knowledge especially of the Igorots to make 
their conquests effective. At present, the levels of per-
sistence and disintegration of indigenous culture and 
practices are based on how indigenous communities 
live in sync with the land, the unseen and economic 
realities through generations.

This brings us to senator-elect Imee Marcos’ absurd 
plan to call on some Igorots to bless her office space 
formerly occupied by outgoing senator Antonio 
Trillanes. Her statement shows her gross misunder-
standing of a cleansing ritual which is one of the 
building blocks of the Igorot way of life. As said above, 
indigenous knowledge is rooted upon the control of 
indigenous groups over their land and territories. It 
is outrageous how Senator Marcos dares to make a 
mockery of the Igorot ritual to ensure her success in an 
institution that contributed very little to effect change in 
the lives of indigenous communities in the Philippines.

Rituals are deemed effective if the territorial 
integrity of an indigenous group is still intact. We must 
remember Imee Marcos’ fathers’ rule in the country 
which hugely threatened the Igorot peoples’ territo-
rial integrity. Marcos was the one who proposed the 
World Bank-funded Chico dam in Kalinga. A crony 
was responsible in denuding significant parts of forests 
in Abra. It was at the height of the anti-Chico Dam 
struggle when Macliing Dulag, a well-known defender 
of ancestral land was killed by a troop of soldiers. 
Many Igorot activists were imprisoned and tortured 
because they advocated defense of land and life. The 
Marcos family is enjoying immense ill-gotten wealth 
acquired when they were in power for two decades. 
These offenses by the Marcoses against indigenous 
peoples are indications that Imee Marcos does not 
deserve a ritual and any ritual that will be done will 
be ineffective and won’t matter.

Rituals for outsiders were done but it is not done 
simply because of a whim of a person in power. It 
is decided upon by elders and community leaders, if 
not the whole community. The undertaking, in which 
rituals may be a part of, must have significant par-
ticipation of and will have significant impact to the 
community. Indigenous knowledge must be recog-
nized, respected and must be used for genuine devel-
opment of communities. These are what every politi-
cian and public official must know and respect. (Ms. 
Jill Cariño

is the Executive Director of  Philippine Task Force 
for Indigenous Peoples Rights)

makakain ng sanlibutan. Mabuhay ka, Champion 
President Joaquin “Jack” Rodriguez ng Rotary 
Club of Manila.

-ooo-

REAKSIYON? Tawag po sa 0977 805 9058, 
0918 574 0193, 0933 8251308 o sa aking 
Messenger account sa Facebook: Melanio 

Lazo Mauricio Jr. Email: batasmauricio@yahoo.
com, mmauriciojr111@gmail.com. Maaari din 
po kayong mag-post ng inyong mga reaksiyon 
sa aking Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
attybatas.
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reported by The Economist in its issue of June 1-7, 
2019. For a long time the picture of a stable legal 
order, Britain does not seem to be so anymore. 
Brexit, the decision to pull out of the European 
Union, which has been roiling British politics for so 
long a time, has split the country down the middle 
and plunged it into a constitutional crisis, for which 
it is said it is “woefully unprepared.”

The crisis has exposed weaknesses in the 
constitution which the Britons had thought to be 
adaptable to any human crisis.

For example, it is unclear from the constitution 
where sovereignty lies, whether in the monarch or 
the crown in Parliament. This question is important, 
because some of those running for PM said that if 
the EU would not give them what they want, they 
would pull 9 out without a deal.

On the other hand, Parliament has voted against 
no-deal Brexit. As The Economist says in its cover 
story “Next to Blow: Britain’s Constitution,” 
“behind this uncertainty lies the fact that Britain’s 
constitution is a jumble of contradictions scattered 
across countless laws, conventions and rules.” 
Members of Parliament, who used to practice 
self-restraint, have forgotten their caution as they 
set about reinventing the constitution wholesale 
without giving much thought to its consequences.

The conservative British newsmagazine 
continues: Mr. Blair and Mr. Cameron . . . saw no 
need to take particular care of the constitution. The 
constitution was just another archaic part of public 
life to modernise according to the dehistoricised 
dictates of the age – or to mess with for short-
term advantage. Mr. Cameron is said to have first 
hatched the idea of an EU referendum over a pizza 
in Chicago O’Hare airport.

The duty to care for and nurture the constitutional 
order is an imperative of our time.

We can practice what the Greeks in ancient times 
did, by which, through reflection on their shared 
10 cultural inheritance, they created a normative 
universe or nomos.

What we have to do with our own values, 
traditions, and culture is to observe them constantly. 
The practice of civic virtues can develop into a 
culture of law observance and create a nomos. In 
turn the nomos can change the growing culture 
of impunity into a culture of accountability, 
where every individual will be responsible to his 
fellowmen for his actions.

Further, the practice of civic virtues can foster 
unity by focusing on areas of agreements rather 
than disagreements, or stressing the narrowness 
rather than the largeness of the issues that divide us.

Recent studies in the social sciences show that 
the things that unite people are more valuable than 
the things that divide them.

It is said that as Benjamin Franklin emerged from 
the Philadelphia constitutional convention in 1787, 
he was asked what they had adopted. His reply 
was: “A republic – if you can keep it.” When the 
Bicentennial of the US Constitution was celebrated 
in 11 1987, the judgment was that by and large the 
American people – the governors and the governed 
– had kept the American Republic.

Reign of law and justice

Would that it also is said a hundred years from 
now that our constitutional order had endured 
because it had been in the keeping of a virtuous 
people.

For “Government of Laws and Not of Men” as 
an ideal must still be realized through men –

Men whom the lust of office does not kill;
Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy;
Men who possess opinions and a will;
Men who have honor; men who will not lie;

Men who can stand before a demagogue And 
damn his treacherous flatteries without winking!

Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog 
In public duty, and in private thinking.

– Josiah Gilbert Holland, God Give Us Men!

Take good care of the constitutional order and it 
will take good care of you. Abuse it and it will break 
down, then anarchy will follow and an authoritarian 
regime will not be far behind.

I cannot think of any other class in our society to 
whom the duty of protecting and taking care of the 
constitutional order should especially be addressed 
than the lawyer class. By education and training, 
they are the special guardians of the Constitution.

That’s why I am happy to have this opportunity to 
talk to you, fellow graduates of the UP Law Class 
of 2019. With high hopes and fervent prayers, we 
may yet witness in our time the reign of law and 
justice in our land! – Rappler.com

Editorial...
from page 5

Palangdan said in the Ilocano vernacular.
“To my town mates in Itogon, please do not be 

hard-headed and follow what the government tells 
you so that you will be safe,” Palangdan said.

The Mines and Geosciences Bureau’s (MGB) 
has identified Itogon’s nine barangays -- Ampucao, 
Dalupirip, Gumatdang, Loacan, Poblacion, Tinongdan, 
Tuding, Ucab, and Virac -- as highly susceptible to 
landslides./Dionisio Dennis, Jr. (PNA)

Itogon residents reminded of...
from page 3

hauling of the generated waste to the nearest landfill 
in Urdaneta city, Pangasinan has been very expensive 
considering its effect to the city’s financial standing.

Domogan asserted that whatever interventions 
done by the local government to ensure the continu-
ous operation of the ERS machines were done in con-
sultation with the EMB-CAR experts who had been 
providing continuous technical assistance to the local 
government personnel in ensuring the uninterrupted 
operation of the machines to help lessen the volume 
of garbage being hauled out of the city and reduce the 
taxpayer’s money being spent for hauling out garbage 
to Urdaneta.

He challenged the environment department not 
to simply issue a cease and desist order but also to 
come out with doable recommendations and provide 
the needed timetable for the local government to 
comply with such recommendations so as not to create 
animosity among the residents who are now strictly 
complying with the segregation of waste at source.

Earlier, the local government entered into a mem-
orandum of agreement with Report Innovations to 
operate the 2 ERS machines situated at the former 
Irisan open dumpsite to ensure the proper conver-
sion of the generated biodegradable waste to compost 
fertilizer and for the latter to pay the city the corre-
sponding amount for every sack of compost fertilizer 
that it will produce.

The 2 ERS machines was purchased by the local gov-
ernment in 2011 primarily to convert the city’s biode-
gradable waste to compost fertilizer to be sold to the 
farmers both in the lowlands and highlands who want 
to patronize the same./Dexter A. See

City to seek reconsideration...
from page 8

draft so that it will not be overtaken by events just 
like what happened to House Bill (HB) 5343 or the 
bill that seeks to establish the Autonomous Region in 
the Cordillera.

According to him, lawmakers must be grateful that 
their job to conduct consultations had been made 
easier by the drafting committee but there will be no 
hindrance if they decide to repeat the consultations 
that were conducted for them to actually see for them-
selves the snowballing clamor of the Cordillerans for 
self-governance considering the meagre resources that 
the region is getting from the national government.

Earlier, most members of the drafting committee of 
the proposed Organic Act were offended after a Cor-
dillera lawmaker informed them that whatever will be 
the draft they will produced will not be the one that 
will be filed as he will introduce amendments.

Further, most of the Cordillera representatives 
are not joining the continuation of the drafting of 
the proposed autonomy law after they felt that their 
voluntary efforts were in vain and will not serve the 
purpose considering the alleged irresponsible remarks 
from the Cordillera legislator who is trying to project 
himself as a leader of the Cordillera congressmen.

The 18th Congress is expected to resume is regular 
session on July 22, 2019 where President Rodrigo 
Duterte will be delivering his fourth State of the Nation 
Address (SONA)./Dexter A. See

Domogan fears possible...
from page 3

and has become a Hall of Famer back in 2017 along with 
the town of La Trinidad in Benguet and the towns of Lamut 
and Hungduan in Ifugao.

Sablan MPS Acting Police Chief, Captain Cyril Laurence 
Tubongbanua said that the resolution on the total ban on 
the sale of cigarette in the municipality is among the actions 
of the MAC that led to the conferment of the Silver Eagle 
Award in the Proficiency Evaluation Process.   

The MAC serves as an advisory body to the Municipal 
Police Station to support the Philippine National Police's 
(PNP) quest to oversee the implementation of the PNP Inte-
grated Transformation Program-Performance Government 
System (PNP ITP PGS), which aims to make good gover-
nance a shared responsibility of the PNP and various stake-
holders.

Sablan MPS MAC is composed of the mayor as the chair 
with the different representatives from the local govern-
ment unit, and with the different sectors involving the youth, 
senior citizen, women's, business, non-government orga-
nization, the academe and the media. (JDP/RMC & UC 
Interns PIA-CAR)

Mac wants total ban...
from page 3

Sagada, hundreds of visitors are still coming during 
the weekends.

Pooten explained that with the onset of the rainy 
season this June, the different tourism sites in Sagada 
such as the hanging coffins, the Echo Valley, trekking 
sites, waterfalls and caves are still open to tourists.  
However, tourists should always be accompanied by 
a legitimate guide and should follow all the rules and 
regulations of the municipality.

 Last year, the local government unit came out with 
new guidelines  to ensure that laws and rules in the 
municipality are observed and for the safety of the 
tourists. (JDP/RMC- PIA CAR)

Tourism Council proposes...
from page 7

are the ones who know the status of lands so that there 
will be a consolidated effort in solving such serious 
problems of local governments all over the country./
Dexter A. See

DENR told to prioritize...
from page 7
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Coffee heritage project...
from page 8

for additional income. With the boom of tourism, 
Pooten said locals saw coffee as a growing commodity 
and Sagada has since been associated with the coffee 
industry. Coffee production has become a livelihood 
and source of additional income for the people.

 In 2017, Sagada coffee was recognized as one of the 
best in the world. Local farmer Sibayan’s Bana’s Coffee 
was awarded the Medaille Gourmet (Gourmet Medal) 
in the International Contest of Coffees Roasted in their 
Countries of Origin organized by the AVPA (Agence 
Pour la Valorisation des Produits Agricoles).  The award 
was received by Philippine Consul Rapunzel Acop on 
behalf of coffee farmer Sibayan and partners Watanabe 
and Butch at awarding ceremonies at the Peru Embassy 
in Paris. (JDP/RMC- PIA CAR)

and efficiently combat climate change as the presence 
of more plants will translate to the effective and efficient 
absorption of carbon dioxide and monoxide and gives 
back more oxygen that contribute in keeping the air 
fresh in the city year-round.

Yangot earlier claimed the presence of appropri-
ately-arranged urban gardens in the barangays will 
make the urban gardens an added tourist attraction 
because many nature lovers and environmentalists 
will be enticed to visit the city and take a look at the 
existing urban gardens.

He said that even as a private citizen, he will continue 
to practice urban farming in his residence and set the 
example for other residents in the city’s barangays 
wanting to embrace urban gardening to emulate.

Earlier, the local government institutionalized the 
annual celebration of Urban Farmer’s month every May 
and appropriate funds to bankroll the activities lined 
up for the said celebration to contribute in efforts to 
promote the practice of urban gardening in the city.

Councilor Yangot has been named as the father of 
urban agriculture in the city for having initiated the 
passage of numerous legislations in the local legisla-
tive body related to the aggressive promotion of urban 
gardening and organic agriculture in the country’s 
undisputed Summer Capital.

One of the successful urban gardens in the city 
include the strawberry farm in Sto. Tomas School 
Area and the flower farms in barangay Happy Hallow 
spearheaded by Samuel Lang-ay and Agnes Maslian, 
respectively./ Dexter A. See

Sectors urged to practice...
from page 8

been allegedly negligent in performing their duties and 
functions, particularly in monitoring the construction and 
imposing measures to curtail the destruction caused by the 
project in the area.

The local legislative body discovered that the sewer pipe 
owned by Ebay’s Zion Hotel and the private sanitary pipes 
coming from the Mines View Park stalls laid along the 
pavement above the Suntrust properties were damaged by the 
contractor of the drainage improvement project being imple-
mented by the DPWH-BCDEO, referring to G.A. Flores Inc.

Further, the saturation and septage of sewage water from 
the alleged faulty drainage, without collars and proper 
beddings, contributed to the collapse in the retaining wall 
aside from the fact the Suntrust 88 condominium project of 
Mega World has caused the alleged collapse of its wall for the 
nth time and was rebuilt 5 or more times, endangering not 
only the lives and properties of the adjoining community, 
but contributed to the destruction of a portion of Gibraltar 
Road fronting the said property.

The local legislative body uncovered that the original con-
struction permit issued by CBAO was for 6 stories which was 
issued prior to the enactment of the new zoning resolution 
which needs an assessment and the conduct of soil test to 
ascertain the stability of the area.

While SunTrust 88 Mega World Corporation was able to 
obtain an Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC), 
the committee noted the number of trees that was felled for 
the project was atrocious and its projected 400 units would 

not have adequate sources of 
water as even the residents 
of Gibraltar will eventually 
suffer from lack of water.

The committee claimed 
that a 400-unit condomini-
um will require at least 400 
parking spaces and the 
absence of parking slots 
would cause more vehicles 
competing for street space in 
the already crowded Mines 
View area.

The local legislative body 
asserted that the DPWH-BC-
DEO and its contractor is 
not free from fault for the 
collapsed portion of the road 
as it should have taken the 
necessary steps to protect 
the drainage and the road 
and not to have waited for 
the situation to worsen.

The local legislative body 
asserted that public welfare 
matters were allegedly 
neglected by the concerned 
government agencies and 
some local government 
offices on the said issue./
Dexter A. See

Revocation of Suntrust 88...
from page 8

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL 
SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that the intestate estate of the late 
MEDARDO G. BIDES who died on April 27, 2005 in Sac-
ramento, California, USA has been extra judicially settled 
by way of an Affidavit of Self-Adjudication executed by his 
widow, Avelina V. Bides as evidenced by Doc. 225, Page no. 
065, Book no. XX, Series of 2019 of the Notary Public atty. 
Valdoboyd T. Ngipol of Baguio City Dated June 24, 2019

June 29, July 6 & 13, 2019

DENR told to prioritize lands for 
solid waste disposal projects
BAGUIO CITY – 

Outgoing Major 
Mauricio G. Domogan 
challenged the envi-
ronment department to 
immediately work out 
the segregation of lands in 
the different parts of the 
country that are suitable 
for the put up of solid 
waste disposal projects 
of local governments 
instead of wilfully classify-
ing them as alienable and 
disposable and awarding 
them to landless people.

The local chief executive 
claimed it is the environ-
ment department that is 
in possession of the maps 
of lands in the country 
and they already know 
which among the lands 

are feasible for solid waste 
disposal projects, thus, the 
same must be immediate-
ly segregated for public 
needs rather than reclassi-
fying the same as alienable 
and disposable and even-
tually awarding such 
lands to interested appli-
cants further increasing 
the city’s population and 
increasing built-up areas.

“The DENR is key in 
lessening the problems 
of local governments in 
locating lands suitable 
for the establishment of 
their solid waste disposal 
projects by already segre-
gating the ones,  based on 
their assessment, feasible 
for such purpose because 
they know which among 
the existing vacant lands 
in certain areas in the 
country are feasible 
for such environmen-
tally critical projects,” 
Domogan stressed.

He added that the 
immediate segregation of 
public lands for the solid 
waste projects of local gov-
ernment units should take 
precedence over applica-
tions for the titling of the 
same lands to individual 
applicants because public 
need should always be 
the utmost consideration 
of experts in determin-

ing whether 
or not to 

reclassify public lands into 
alienable and disposable 
lands.

According to him, 
the primary reason why 
most local government 
units in the country have 
a difficult time establish-
ing their own indepen-
dent or clustered solid 
waste disposal facilities is 
the absence of lands clas-
sified for such purpose 
in their areas of jurisdic-
tion thus the environment 
department should always 
be at the forefront of such 
issues to help in facilitat-
ing the compliance of 
local governments to the 
provisions of Republic Act 
(RA) 9003 or the Ecolog-
ical Solid Waste Manage-
ment Act.

Un d e r  t h e  l aw, 
local governments are 
mandated to close the 
operation of their open 
dumpsites and establish 
their own or clustered 
controlled dump facili-
ties or sanitary landfills 
that will ensure the pro-
tection of the environ-
ment and the health of 
the people near the said 
disposal sites.

While the law gave 
local governments 10 
years to comply with 
such mandate, there are 
still more than 6 percent 
of all local governments in 
the country that have yet 
to comply with the closure 
of their dump facilities 
primarily because of the 
absence of suitable lands 
in their areas of jurisdic-
tion or in their neighbor-
ing localities aside from 
the prohibitive cost of 
putting up the said facility.

Domogan pointed 
out instead of threaten-
ing to file administra-
tive and criminal charges 
against local officials of 
cities, municipalities and 
provinces that have not yet 
complied with the provi-
sions of the solid waste 
disposal law or established 
their appropriate dump 
facilities, environment 
officials must take the lead 
in identifying the suitable 
lands for the feasible solid 
waste disposal methods of 
local governments as they 

Tourism Council proposes to 
close caves on rainy season
SAGADA, Mountain 
Province -- The Municipal 
Tourism Council of this 
scenic town has proposed 
the closure of caves to 
tourists during the rainy 
season for  safety reasons.   

Mayor James Pooten 
said closure of caves 
which are frequented by 
tourists is aimed at pro-
tecting the tourists from 
any danger to ensure that 
they enjoy their stay in 
Sagada

The mayor explained 
that during the rainy 

days, it is very dangerous 
to go inside the scenic 
caves particularly the 
Sumaguing Cave since 
there is always the danger 
of flashflood inside the 
caves.  

S o m e  d r o w n i n g 
incidents due to flash-
floods following heavy 
rains have been recorded 
in the caves of Sagada in 
the past years.

Aside from the safety of 
tourists, the closure of the 
caves will also be for their 
“rest and rejuvenation” 

from being used almost 
daily. Sagada has been 
practicing the tradition-
al “ubaya” (rest day) that 
includes the temporary 
closure of tourists spots.

 Pooten explained that 
if the proposal which will 
still be presented and 
discussed by the different 
sectors in the municipal-
ity would be approved, it 
would be implemented 
from June to August or 
depending on the decla-
ration of the rainy season 
and the weather condition 
of Sagada.

Although this period 
is considered as the lean 
season for tourism in 

Cont. on page 6
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Volunteers plant coffee tree seedlings at a forested area in Barangay 
Madongo in Sagada, Mountain Province.(RMC- PIA-CAR)

Coffee Heritage 
Project plants 3,000 coffee trees in Sagada

SAGADA, Mountain 
Province -- At least 

3,000 coffee tree seedlings 
were planted  in two 
northern barangays of  
this scenic town last week  
to promote the local coffee 
industry and help farmers.

More than 200 volun-
teers from the different 
parts of the country and 
even abroad participated 
in the tree planting activity 
of the Coffee Heritage 
Project (CHP).  The coffee 
trees planted are known as 
the “typica” variety which 
is among the heritage trees 
in northern Sagada par-
ticularly in Madongo and 
Bangaan barangays.

The CHP is private 
initiative that started in 
2009 with the aim of pre-
serving the heritage of 
organic coffee passed on 
from one generation to 
another. It seeks to partner 
with farmers around the 
country and encourage 
coffee production while 
preserving various indig-
enous or local peoples' 
agricultural traditions and 
practices.

 “This year, the project 
aims to plant more than 
3,000 coffee seedlings at 
34 different planting sites 
in Sagada thru the help 
of volunteers from all 
walks of life and the local 
community partner-ben-
eficiaries,” said coffee 
specialist Rich Watanabe, 
founder of the CHP.

 “Coffee Heritage 
Project is about preserving 
the unique coffee heritage 
and Sagada has embraced 
this approach, Watanabe 
said. Sagada is the pilot 
area of the project with 
local coffee farmer Goad 
Sibayan as Watanabe’s first 
farmer-partner.

The scheme involves  
CHP partnering with  
farmers  or individuals 
who have lands suitable 
for growing coffee trees  
by giving them technical 
assistance and  free 
seedlings  from the  centu-
ries-old  coffee trees. Part 
of the approach is the tree 
planting activity involving 
volunteers.

 After tree planting, it 
is the responsibility of 

the volunteers to come 
back from time to time 
and check on their trees, 
together with the farmer 
beneficiaries. They should 
make sure that the trees 
would live and bear fruits 
and would be harvested.

Last year, Watanabe 
said that as soon as the 
tree planting was done, 
at least half of the par-
ticipants immediately 
signed again for this year’s 
activity which shows the 
enthusiasm of the volun-
teers from all walks of life 
– both young and old – in 
the advocacy of preserving 
the heritage coffee, and at 
the same time experience 
the rich culture and cool 
climate of Sagada.

Since starting the CHP 
in Sagada, the initiative 
has expanded to part-
ner-farms in Bukidnon, 
Batangas, Nueva Vizcaya, 
Ifugao and Mountain 
Province and other parts 
of Visayas and Mindanao, 
Watanabe said.

Mayor James Pooten 
said that the coffee pro-
duction in Sagada started 

several decades 
ago in the northern 
barangays particu-
larly in Fidelisan. 
It soon expanded 
throughout com-
munities in the 
municipality.

Production was 
mainly for house 
c o n s u m p t i o n , 
and only when 
there was surplus 
that they sold it 

Sectors urged to practice 
urban agriculture in city
BAGUIO CITY  – The 

City Council approved 
a resolution strongly 
encouraging all sectors 
in the city to actively be 
involved in urban farming 
to help in the realization 
of environmental and 
food security programs 
beneficial to the present 
and future generation of 
residents.

The resolution authored 
by Councilor Leandro B. 
Yangot, Jr. states urban 
gardening ensures the 
sustainable production of 
safe organic food for the 
city’s populace consider-
ing the rapidly increasing 
demand for organical-
ly-produced agricultur-
al crops as people have 

started to shift to healthy 
lifestyle.

The resolution added 
that urban farming also 
helps urban centers 
like Baguio City in the 
eventual realization of 
zero waste management 
as plastic containers, 
tires, tin cans and other 
biodegradable trash can 
be used as containers 
in the practice of urban 
gardening with the appli-
cation of the principle of 
reduce, reuse and recycle 
in proper waste manage-
ment.

“Urban farming aggres-
sively promotes health and 
wellness as the stakehold-
ers regularly exercise and 
consume safe food, espe-

cially during the present 
time that most people have 
become health conscious,” 
Yangot stressed.

According to him, if all 
the city’s 128 barangays, 
business establishments, 
schools and other orga-
nizations actively par-
ticipate in any of the 
forms of community 
gardening, specifical-
ly ground and rooftop 
farming, mushroom pro-
duction, aquaponics and 
hydroponics, the city will 
be eventually transformed 
into a safer and healthier 
place to live.

On the other hand, the 
outgoing local legislator 
disclosed urban farming 
can be used to effectively 

Revocation of Suntrust 88 
permits pushed
BAGUIO CITY – The 

City Council approved 
the recommendation of 
the Committee on Urban 
Planning,  Lands and 
Housing for the city govern-
ment to recall and revoke 
all the permit issued by the 

c o n c e r n e d 
offices to the 
developer of 
Suntrust 88 
condominium 
project along 
G i b r a l t a r 
Road con-
sidering the 
e m i n e n t 
d ange r  to 
life, environ-
m e nt  an d 
peace in the 
community 
p o s e d  b y 
the ongoing 
works.

The local 
l e g i s l a t i v e 
b o dy  a l s o 
recommend-
ed that the 
private con-
tractor, G.A. 
F lores ,  b e 
investigated 
by the Depart-
ment of Public 
Works and 
Hi g hw ay s –
Baguio City 
District Engi-
neering Office 

(DPWH-BCDEO) for the 
destroyed drainage and road 
due to a collapse of portions 
of the project for which no 
remedial measures were 
undertaken by the contractor 
to protect the public property 
until the situation worsened.

The committee also rec-
ommended the conduct 
of an investigation by the 

Ombudsman and other 
agencies of government on 
the City Engineering office 
and the City Buildings and 
Architecture Office personnel 
who reportedly issued the 
building permits and have 
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