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Developing a Faith that Works Leader Guide 

Session 10: How to Face Your Future 

“Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on 

business and make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You 

are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, 

we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. If 

anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.”  James 4:13-17 NIV 

Three Common Mistakes to Avoid 

Mistake #1: _______________________________________________________ 

“Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, 

carry on business and make money.” James 4:13 NIV 

The Solution: _______________________________________________________ 

“Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” James 4:15 NIV 

 Three Responses to God’s Will: 

 We can make a ________________________________ to God’s Will.  

 We can show __________________________________ to God’s Will. 

 We can show __________________________________ to God’s Will.  

“We should make plans—counting on God to direct us” Proverbs 16:9 TLB 

 Mistake #2: __________________________________________________________ 

“Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that 

appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will 

live and do this or that.” James 4:14-15 NIV 

Don’t presume because…  

 Life is ______________________________________________________. 

 Life is ______________________________________________________. 

 

mailto:James@jcpineville.com
http://www.jcpineville.com/


 

2 
 

Pastor James Greer 
James@jcpineville.com 

www.jcpineville.com  

  
“Come,” each one cries, “let me get wine! Let us drink our fill of beer! And tomorrow will be like 

today, or even far better.” Isaiah 56:12 NIV 

“Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring” Proverbs 27:1 NIV 

The Solution: _______________________________________________________. 

“So don’t be anxious about tomorrow. God will take care of your tomorrow too. Live one day at a 

time” Matthew 6:34 TLB  

Mistake #3: _________________________________________________________.  

“If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.” James 4:17  

“Right now God is ready to welcome you. Today he is ready to save you.” 2 Corinthians 6:2b TLB 

Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to act. Do not say to 

your neighbor, “Come back tomorrow and I’ll give it to you”—    when you already have it with you. 

Proverbs 3:27-28 NIV 

The Solution: ________________________________________________________. 

Discussion Questions:  

1. We live in a culture that prizes efficient organization and carefully thought-out plans. We might 

commend the man mentioned in James 4:13, but James does not. What is missing from the plans 

mentioned in verse 13? 

 

 

2. Read James 4:14 and Proverbs 27:1 aloud. According to these verses, why is it presumptuous to put 

too much confidence in our plan?  
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3. James states that life is uncertain and brief. Take turns reading the following verses and note other 

pictures the Bible uses to talk about life.  

Verse      Word Picture  

Psalm 39:5     _______________________________________________ 

Psalm 144:4     _______________________________________________ 

Job 7:7, 9    _______________________________________________ 

Psalm 103:15-16   _______________________________________________ 

4.  James says that leaving God out of our plans is to arrogantly assume the future is totally in our 

control. What does James 4:16 say about this kind of boasting? Do you think most Christians regard 

leaving God out of their plans as “evil”? Why or why not? 
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