SUNDAY SCHOOL — THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD
God so Loved that He Gave:
Grace and Mercy a Systematic Perspective

Herman Bavinck: “Time and again Scripture refers to this mercy of God (Exod. 34:6; Deut. 4:31; 2
Chron. 30:9; Ps. 86:15; 103:8; 111:3; 112:4; 145:8; etc.), as it contrasts with the attitude of humans (2
Sam. 24:14; Prov. 12:10; Dan. 9:9, 18). His mercy is great (2 Sam. 24:14; Ps. 119:156; Neh. 9:19; Ps.
51:12), without end (Lam. 3:22), tender like that of a father (Ps. 103:13), is shown to thousands (Exod.
20:6), and after periods of chastisement returns (Isa. 14:1; 49:13ff.; 54:8; 55:7; 60:10; Jer. 12:15; 30:18;
31:20; Hos. 2:22; Mic. 7:19; etc.).”

John Webster: “As the perfect one, God sheds himself abroad. His perfection is unhindered self-
possession and self-enjoyment that includes (but is not exhausted by) infinite generosity.”

Exodus 33:18-23; 34:5-7: Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” And he said, “I will make all my
goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name “The Lord.” And I will be gracious
to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you
cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” And the Lord said, “Behold, there is a
place by me where you shall stand on the rock, and while my glory passes by I will put you in a
cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will take away
my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.... The Lord descended in the
cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. The Lord passed before
him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.”

John 3:16: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life.

Ephesians 2:1-10: And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in
the sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out
the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised
us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming
ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For
by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not
a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
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