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Nutrition summit in...
from page 8

City to utilize vacant...
from page 6

ANTI-DRUG SLOGANS - A student read the slogans and scan art works in front 
of the the City Police Office  as part of Baguio's Finest under newly designated 
City Police Director Samil Saulles' war against dangerous drugs in the city./By 
Bong Cayabyab

maximized for expansion 
of other offices and 
primarily for parking of 
government and private 
vehicles to reduce the 
overcrowding of motor 

vehicles within the city 
hall premises during peak 
business hours.

He pointed out the rapid 
increase in motor vehicles 
and individuals transact-

ing business is inevita-
ble so it is important for 
the city government to 
respond to the situation 
to support officials and 
employees effectively 
and efficiently delivering 
quality service. /By Dexter 
A. See

workers.
Other speakers during 

the forum were Regional 
Nutrition Program Coor-
dinator Rita Papey, who 
focused on the theme of 
this year’s nutrition month 
talking points; “Healthy 
diet, gawing habit-For 

Life!”; Dr. Ramona Abat, 
for stress management; 
and Sangguniang Pan-
lungsod’s officer Jonalyn 
Pagada, for workplace 
character.

Dr. Ferdinand Brawner 
of the Philippine Olympic 
Committee (POC) spoke 

on sports and nutrition 
benefits and effect, with 
a sports exercise demon-
stration; and additional 
alternative and conven-
tional health knowledge.

The theme for the 
gathering is “Healthy 
living and nutrition 
awareness to f ight 
trending diseases.” /Julie 
G. Fianza

Residents, bizmen urged to com-
ply with building standards
BAGUIO CITY – 

City building official 
Engr. Nazita Banez urged 
owners of residential and 
commercial buildings 
in the city to strictly 
comply with the building 
standards to ensure the 
safety and soundness of 
their structures.

In her report before city 
officials and employees 
led by Mayor Mauricio 
Domogan and Vice 
Mayor Edison Bilog last 
Monday, Banez said that 
while the city building 
and architecture office 
(CBAO) imposes only 
the minimum require-
ments and guides through 
the issuance of building 
permits, the responsibil-
ity of ensuring the struc-
tural soundness of their 
buildings still rests with 
the owners and the con-
tractors.

“The National Building 
Code and the Civil Code 
of the Philippines place 
the responsibility and 
the accountability to the 
owners and their contrac-

tors to build their struc-
tures safe for occupancy,” 
Banez said.

The reminder was made 
in line with the city gov-
ernment’s disaster risk 
management thrust which 
she said compelled the 
CBAO to be more strict 
in imposing the safety 
requirements under the 
National Structural Code 
of the Philippines (NSCP), 
the Fire Code of the Phil-
ippines, the Mechanical 
Code and the recently 
approved Environmental 
Code of Baguio City.

She said the NSCP 
requires the structur-
al design of buildings to 
withstand 6.5 magnitude 
earthquakes but in the 
case of the city, owners 
can “command their 
engineers to design 
their buildings sturdier 
to withstand up to 8 
magnitude, though, it will 
cost much.”   

As per the Environment 
Code, soil tests and slope 
stability tests should be 
conducted to determine 

the holding capacity of 
the lot and any additions 
or alterations of buildings 
should not be allowed 
unless reviewed and 
certified by an accredited 
structural engineer, Banez 
added.

Furthermore, the Fire 
Code and Mechanical 
Code require buildings 
to have fire alarm systems 
and firefighting parapher-
nalia.  Firewalls should be 
built with fire-resistant 
materials and should have 
no opening .

Banez said that based 
on their monitoring and 
inspections, the most 
common violations found 
in city buildings were the 
non-provision of fire pro-
tective systems, elevators 
and the conversion of 
parking areas to rentable 
spaces.

To address the said 
violations, CBAO has 
initiated filing of cases in 
court against the erring 
owners for violation of the 
National Building Code. /
Aileen P. Refuerzo

Lesser Loan Interest with DTI’s P3
Baguio City - In support 

to the directive 
of President Rodrigo 
Duterte to assist small 
businesses that habitual-
ly depend on  5-6 lending, 
the Pondo sa Pagbabago 
at Pag-asenso (P3) is now 
ready to assist micro-en-
terprises such as market 
vendors, agri-business 
and workers of coopera-
tives and industry orga-
nizations. The Small 
Business Corporation 
will administer the P3 
program. 

This was bared by 
DTI-CAR Regional 
Director Myrna Pablo 
during the P3 Regional 
Roll Out Program held 
in Baguio City recently 
participated by about 40 
micro financing institu-
tions (MFIs) from all the 
provinces of the region.

The P3 as explained 
by Pablo is intended to 
help the underprivileged 
Filipino entrepreneurs 
who want to grow and 

expand their businesses 
through an easy access to 
loans without any hassle 
like collaterals. 

With sufficient funds to 
provide to borrowers, the 
DTI and its micro-financ-
ing arm Small Business 
Corporation (SB Corp) 
will lead the implementa-
tion that will assist micro 
entrepreneurs financially 
and enable them to grow 
their businesses.

Venus Albay, the Offi-
cer-in-Charge of SB 
Corp.’s Northern Luzon 
Group briefed the par-
ticipants on the accred-
itation and implemen-
tation guidelines of the 
P3 program stressing the 
importance of the client’s 
capacity to pay and good 
track record as a borrower. 
Albay however added that 
Micro-financing Institu-
tions (MFIs), cooperatives 
and non-bank institutions 
or association must be 
accredited by the SC Corp 
as a conduit to assist in the 

distribution of the funds 
to micro-entrepreneurs.

The P3 program is 
a P1Billion financing 
program pr imar i ly 
i nte n d e d  to  g ive 
micro-entrepreneurs 
better access to finance 
and to reduce their cost of 
borrowing. Said program 
will likewise make it easier 
for borrowers since it will 
only require minimal 
documentation require-
ment, easy to access with 
only one day process-
ing of application, low 
cost interest at 2.5% per 
month and easy payment 
with repayment terms on 
a weekly or daily basis 
depending on the business 
cycles. Borrowers can 
avail a loan from P5,000 
up to P100,000 with 
no collateral. The P3 
Program was initially in 
the country’s 30 poorest 
province. Now it is being 
implemented in provinces 
where 5-6 is prevalent. Art 
Tibaldo /DTI-CAR

BANGUED, Abra- 
Human resource 

development is   given 
special attention by the 
new administration with 
more scholarship grants 
being awarded to people 
in the bureaucracy to 
level up in their perfor-
mances. The Commission 

on Elections this time 
had opened the two-year 
master’s program of the 
Japanese Grant Aid 
for Human Resource 
Development Scholar-
ship for the academic 
year 2017-2018 to their 
personnel nationwide. 
Following a series of 

rigid selection process 
for the JDS Fellowship 
program, lawyer Mae 
Richelle Belmes-Beronil-
la, the Provincial Election 
Supervisor of Abra, 
emerged as one of the 
only two qualifiers among 
the 50 applicants from 
all over the COMELEC 

offices nationwide. The 
selection of Beronilla 
together with lawyer 
Grace M. Faustino, the 
election officer of Bontoc, 
Mountain Province, to 
the said Japanese Schol-
arship Grant was unan-
imously approved in 
the COMELEC en banc 
meeting on April 4, 2017. 
Beronilla will take up 
Masters in Internation-
al Relations major in 
Politics and Internation-
al Studies at the Inter-
national Christian Uni-
versity in Tokyo, Japan.   

The academic year in 
Japan starts in September.  
But the scholars will be 
given a formal send-off 
ceremony in Manila in 
July to give them time 
to prepare for their 
travel The JDS Fellow-
ship was established by 
the Philippine Govern-
ment with the assistance 
of the Government of 
Japan in 2002. The schol-
arship program aims to 
support human resource 
development through 
masters programs that 
would enhance learning 

areas that develop the 
skills and competencies 
of the people in govern-
ment to ensure optimum 
performance of work 
and the achievement of 
their full potential. Thus, 
the program supports 
the promotion of the 
mandates of the govern-
ment agencies. In Bero-
nilla’s absence for two 
years, Comelec –Cordil-
lera Assistant Director 
Vanessa M. Roncal will 
oversee the operation of 
Comelec -Abra. (JDP/
MTBB – PIA CAR, Abra)

Abra Comelec officer qualifies 
for Japanese fellowhip grant
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16th Fil-Chi Friendship
Day to include gift sharing, MOA signing

PEACE AND ORDER UPDATE - Newly-designated City Police Director 
PSSUPT Ramil Saculles briefs Mayor Mauricio Domogan  on the city's peace 
and order situation particularly the fight against illegal drugs during the regular 
Monday meeting at the Mayor's Office. /By Bong Cayabyab

BAGUIO CITY – A 
ribbon cutting and 

gift sharing activity will 
highlight this year’s 16th 
Philippine-China Friend-
ship Day Celebration at 
the Botanical Garden, 
Leonard Wood Road, 
here, on June 9 starting 10 
a.m. with Wang Jianqun, 
Consul and Head of Post 
Consulate of the People’s 
Republic of China, as 
guest of honor and 
speaker.

Aimed at promoting 
friendship among the 
Filipino and Chinese 
communities, the event 
is spearheaded by the 
city government and 
Baguio Filipino-Chinese 

Community (BFCC) in 
cooperation with the city 
social welfare and devel-
opment and environment 
and parks management 
offices.

Mayor  Mau r i c i o 
Domogan and Con-
gressman Mark Go will 
deliver inspiration-
al messages while the 
event’s chairman, Peter 
Ng, will give the welcome 
remarks. 

Jianqun and Domogan 
will lead city officials 
and officers of the BFCC 
executive committee 
in the ribbon cutting 
ceremony of the Filipi-
no-Chinese Friendship 
Arc Garden while lawyer 

Cristeta Leung, program 
chairman and overall 
coordinator, will talk on 
its significance. A memo-
randum of agreement will 
also be signed between 
the city government and 
the BFCC.

A gift sharing will ensue 
led by the Mayor assisted 
by the BFCC executive 
committee to the city’s 
Persons with Substance 
Use Disorder (PSUDs). 
Words of gratitude will 
then be given by a PSUD 
representative.

B F C C  e x e c ut i v e 
committee member 
Thomas Kho will deliver 
the closing remarks to end 
the activity. /Gaby Keith

Ibaloy group sets workshop
BAGUIO CITY – The 

Onjon ni Ivadoy, Inc., 
the largest organization 
of Ibaloys in the Summer 
Capital and Benguet 
province, will conduct 
a seminar-workshop on 
June 7 from 8 am to 5pm 
at City Hall’s multi-pur-
pose hall.

Onjon president Eroll 
Tagle said the whole-day 
activity will tackle the 
specific duties and guide-
lines for its officers and 
members with law-
yer-businessman Moises 
Cating and Jimmy Fong 
of the University of the 
Philippines – Baguio, as 
resource speakers.

He explained that one 
of the organization’s aims 
is the preservation of the 
Ibaloy culture especial-
ly among the younger 

generation and instilling 
in them the importance 
of taking pride in their 
unique way of life.

The Ibaloys are the 
original inhabitants of 
Baguio formerly known 
as “Kafagway” where its 
patriarch, Mateo Carino, 
was named by the Phil-
ippine Centennial Com-
mission as a Centennial 
National Hero in 1998.  
His bust is at the Luneta 
Park in Metro Manila with 
other Centennial heroes.

Earlier this month, 
B enguet  G over nor 
C re s e nc i o  Pa c a l s o  
inducted the Onjon’s 
new set of officers at the 
Ibaloy Heritage Garden, 
Burnham Park with 
Tagle as president  and 
Francisco Golingab as 
vice-president.  Other 

officers include Ana Marie 
Diwas, secretary; Betty 
Satur, treasurer; Vicky 
Macay, auditor; Joselito 
Shontogan and Michael 
Alos, press relations 
officers;

Business managers are 
Sonny Bahod, Pilando 
Menzi, Norberto Antonio 
while board of directors 
are Erlinda Toquero, 
Freda Zarate, Sandy 
Calado, Leopoldo Lamsis 
and Felix Siplat.

Basilio Binay-an chairs 
the board of advisers with 
Tedler Depaynos, Julie 
Cabato, Moises Cating, 
Victor Cosalan, Jose 
Molintas, Peter Fianza, 
Nestor Fongwan, Isabelo 
Cosalan, Jr., Manuel 
Cuilan, Modesto Andong, 
and Jackson Chiday. /
Gaby Keith

Baguio day plans firmed up
BAGUIO CITY – The 

city’s 108th charter 
day on September 1 is 
celebrated alongside 
the commemoration of 

National Heroes’ Day; 
August 27 and Victory day 
(Yamashita’s surrender);  
on September 3.

This was taken up 
d u r i n g 
the 2017 
B a g u i o 
D a y 
executive 
c o m 
m i t t e e 
m e e t i n g 
at the SP 
S e s s i o n 
hall last 

week, with the Baguio 
City Police Off ice 
( B C P O ) ,  a c a d e m e 
heads, city officials, the 
business sector and 
concerned agencies 
present, as presided by 
Tourism committee chair 
Councilor Elmer Datuin.

The Baguio Day cele-
brations and activities will 
be launched during the 
flag raising ceremonies 
at city hall, on August 28, 
followed by a press con-
ference at the multi-pur-

pose hall.
On September 1, the 

presence of “Champions 
of Baguio” highlight the 
program and activities; 
with honorees; performers 
and achievers in national 
and international sports, 
culture and arts, other 
fields and equally stand 
outs in the local setting.

Centenarians are also 
given recognition in the 
main ceremonies.

A socio-civic parade 
follows with the schools 
and colleges presenting 
the history of Baguio 
through a well-pre-
pared and costume 
tableau. Other school-
based, barangay-based, 
and sports activities are 

scheduled, as with a 
photo contest, cultural 
programs, Miss Baguio, 
Little Miss Baguio, and 
concerts later in the day.

Ass i s t ant  He a lt h 
Services Officer John 
Tinoyan earlier requested 
for a health and wellness 
fair with a medical 
mission; and University 
of the Cordilleras (UC) 
representative Leonarda 
Aguinalde asked that 
the everlasting plant be 
revived, as part of the 
city’s environmental 
legacies.

Government-led activ-
ities follow: river clean-
ups, tree planting at the 
parks and city-owned 
vacant areas, with private 

groups for additional 
manpower. Steve Cating 
representing the business 
sector advocates floral 
aesthetics along the roads 
and building façades, with 
three months to go on a 
campaign to persuade his 
colleagues.

A golf tournament, 
a forerunner of the 
Victory day celebration is 
sponsored by the Veterans’ 
Bank on September 2. 
Awarding ceremonies is 
at the US Embassy, John 
Hay.

The commemoration 
of Yamashita’s surrender 
is on Sept. 3, as advocated 
by Mayor Mauricio 
Domogan as Victory day. 
/Julie G. Fianza

Nutrition summit in the city
BAGUIO CITY – 

Baguio nutrition 
workers and counterparts 
from Ifugao, Quezon, 
Laguna and Mandaluy-
ong; numbering to more 
than 600 were called to 
renewed enthusiasm 
for their advocacies in a 
two-day nutrition summit 
in the city last week.

U S A I D  pro g r a m 
Luzon health representa-
tive and speaker Cecille 
Agpawa emphasized on 
community nutrition 
goals achievement with 
goals on better health 
condition for everyone. 
From the 2011-2016 goals, 
there are now 12 thrusts 
for 2017-2022, she said, 
needing to lessen nutri-
tional performance gaps 
along the way.

A call for response 

to hunger, malnutri-
tion, undernutrition, 
micronutrient deficien-
cy, obesity needs action 
from Filipinos and its 
leadership, Agpawa said. 
It entails “malasakit” 
(protective concern), 
“pagbabago” (change), 
“kaunlaran” (develop-
ment), and a commitment 
to the global community, 
she added.

Said goals are anchored 
on the global target for 
maternal/infant and 
young child develop-
ment, the 2030 sustainable 
development goals, and 
the international confer-
ence on nutrition.

With fluctuating sta-
tistical data on all nutri-
tional aspects presented, 
Agpawa focused on 
the barangay nutrition  

workers as responsi-
ble frontliners to act on 
observed deficiencies; 
and the Filipino, families, 
the community and the 
government and other 
sectors’ duty assist others 
to enjoy good health. 
“We work together with 
passion for our (health 
and nutrition) vocation, as 
we could not accomplish 
things alone,” she said. We 
remain a passionate team 
for our work and clients, 
she ended.

The representatives 
were similarly inspired 
by Mayor Mauricio 
Domogan in a courtesy 
call before a city tour to 
barangay nutrition sites, 
accompanied by City 
Nutritionist Angelita 
Sabado and nutrition 


