
THE BAYANIHAN SPIRIT - Residents of Kibungan, Benguet organized themselves and 
help fix a road cut. Yes, they need not whine and wait for the government to do the job, but 
just have to do what they can, together with the LGU./Photo from Alfredo J. Ampal FB
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Busol demolition stalled; squatters 
agree to protect watershed
BAGUIO CITY – Mayor 

Benjamin Magalong on Aug. 
9 agreed to put on hold the demo-
lition of eight on-going construc-
tions at the Busol watershed even 
as he secured commitment from 
the informal settlers to guard 
the reservation from further 
intrusion while both parties 
decide on a long-term solution 
to the standoff.

In a dialogue with the 
watershed occupants numbering 
150, the mayor stressed the city’s 
firm position to safeguard the 
remaining unoccupied portion 
of the watershed placed at only 
60 percent of the entire Baguio 
side of the reservation it shares 
with La Trinidad, Benguet.

He said that while the city gives 
humanitarian consideration to 
the predicament of the occupants, 
many of whom are ancestral land 
claimants who claimed to be long 
time settlers of the forest reserve, 
law and order must be respected.

  But while the city is deciding 

on what action to take and while 
court cases remain pending, the 
mayor said the city can strike an 
agreement with the occupants 
toward the achievement of a 
common aim to preserve what 
is left of the watershed.

“If we don’t agree soon, we 
are sure to move in the direction 
of removing all of you from the 
watershed because our priority 
is to save the watershed from 
further intrusion and destruc-
tion,” the mayor challenged.

The occupants led by the 
heirs of the Gumangan clan 
and heads of the four barangays 
straddling the reservation agreed 
to cooperate with the city by 
stopping the entry of more 
settlers and undertake preser-
vation measures even as they 
appealed for a win-win solution 
on their plight.

The mayor agreed to give them 
a month to organize and present 
a plan of action for the guarding 
and preservation of the watershed 
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Benguet town forms task 
force vs. illegal mining

Mayor formally asks LTFRB to recall 
order on additional taxi franchises

273 Marcos highway establishments 
issued demolition notices

Illegal structures along Naguilian, 
Kennon roads to go

“Status quo” on night market operations 
at Harrison Road, announced

Council authorizes closure 
of part of Session Road
City reviews legal operations of 
Athletic Bowl businesses

Microchips for dogs planned as 
Magalong appeal for responsible  
   pet ownership •page 8



The
JUNCTION

The Junction  is  printed and  published  
by   Farco Trimedia Ventures, Inc. (FTV, Inc.) every 

weekend, with  office address c/o Valeros Law Office,  
No. 27 Engineer’s Hill, Baguio City; 
Mobile Phone  No. (0917) 5069123

Tel. No. (074) 444 - 7025 
E-mail Address: thejunctionnews@yahoo.com

Mailing Address P.O. Box 1588, 2600 Baguio City   
Entered as Second Class Mail at the Baguio City Central 

Post Office PCC-CAR 01-04-99

Regular Columnists:Support Staff:
Nelson Tuaño

Gerry P. Binwagan
John  T. Bagayan

Annabelle Pedronio
Bradenburg Sawac

Kevin Villena
Mac Gayao

Levis

Bing Dawang-Farres: Editor (on leave)
Freddie J. Farres: Consultant 

Atty. James  S. 
Valeros

Atty. Batas Mauricio
Emilio Liwanen
Nestor A. Castro
Marvin Lidawen

Opinions expressed by the opinion writers are their own and do not
necessarily reflect the position of this paper.

*Our articles and stories (news/features) are ready to go  for printing without the 
involvement of the editor  and publisher who happen to be on leave.

Website:www.junctionnews.com
Member: Press Foundation of Asia

Philippine Press Institute
Beyond Borders Reporting

2 NEWSJ U N C T I O N
The

WEEKEND August 10 - August 16, 2019

Cont. on page 6

KENNON LANDSLIDE. Despite the danger of a landslide along a portion of 
Kennon Road in Barangay Camp 6, Sitio Camp 5, Tuba, Benguet, residents from 
the nearby barangays of Camp 4 to Camp 1 cross the landslide affected area 
to transfer to vehicles waiting on the other side of the road en route to Baguio 
City. The Cordillera Regional Disaster Risk Reduction Management Council 
has recommended the total closure of Kennon Road to traffic for safety reasons. 
(Photo courtesy of Redjie Melvic Cawis/ PIA-CAR)

Mayor formally asks LTFRB to recall 
order on additional taxi franchises
BAGUIO CITY – 

Mayor Benjamin 
Magalong has formally 
asked Land Transpor-
tation Franchising Reg-
ulatory Board (LTFRB) 
Chairman Martin Delgra 
III to withdraw Memo-
randum Circular No. 
2019-06 which mandates 
the opening of additional 
taxi franchises in the city 
saying it negates the city’s 
efforts to fix its burgeon-
ing traffic problem.   

“(We) vehemently 
oppose the said (circular 
as it) essentially breaches 
the battle of the City 
of Baguio against the 
worsening traffic conges-
tion which is at the core 
of the (15)-point agenda 
of this Administration,” 
the mayor stressed in a 
letter to Delgra dated 
Aug. 8.

“Needless to state, the 
impending growth of 
vehicular units plying 
within the City of Baguio 
will have significant 
impact in the already 
problematic traff ic 
situation that is yet to 
be addressed through 
aggressive traffic man-
agement plan.” 

The mayor also 
bemoaned the failure 
of the agency to consult 
with the city before 
issuing the order.

“While it is true that 
the authority to issue 
new franchises lies with 
the LTFRB, the man-
agement and planning 
of traffic impact is at the 
hands of the Local Gov-
ernment Unit (LGU) 
(hence) ,  prudence 
dictates that any acts, 

memorandum, circular 
and resolutions of the 
LTFRB affecting LGUS 
such as the (city) should 
be coordinated with the 
latter before its issuance 
to avoid the inevitable 
clash in our respective 
policy direction to the 
detriment of the public,” 
the mayor said.

The mayor also 
received a petition 
signed by close to 350 
taxi operators, drivers 
and stakeholders in the 
city also opposing the 
opening of additional 
taxi franchises in the city.

The petitioners said 
the LTFRB move will 
exacerbate the traffic 
condition, cause envi-
ronmental hazards and 
economic problems.

In his letter, the mayor 
noted that in 1995, the 
city approved Resolu-
tion No. 316 series of 
1995 which directed the 
city legal officer to file 
an urgent petition with 
the LTFRB and the Dept. 
of Transportation and 
Communication to stop, 
oppose and suspend the 
processing of all appli-
cations for franchise of 
public which prompted 
the LTFRB Central 
Office to issue Memoran-

dum Circular No. 96-002 
dated January 10, 1996 
suspending the accep-
tance of applications for 
PUV services in the city.

  He said this was 
followed by consistent 
moves to oppose new 
PUV applications in the 
city.

“With the foregoing, 
it is most respectful-
ly requested that (MC 
No. 2019-06 be recalled 
by the (LTFRB).  Your 
immediate favorable 
response is highly antic-
ipated,” the mayor said./
Aileen P. Refuerzo

Council authorizes closure of 
part of Session Road
BAGUIO CITY  – 

Ap p r o v i n g  t h e 
closure of Session road to 
vehicular traffic, particu-
larly the uphill lane, every 
Sunday for a period of six 
months subject to condi-
tions prescribed under 
existing ordinances.

The ordinance stated 
that among the condi-
tions imposed for the 
temporary closure of the 
uphill lane of Session road 
include the fact that the 
closure shall be from the 

area in front of the Devel-
opment Bank of the Phil-
ippines (DBP) up to the 
last pedestrian crossing 
in front of the Baguio Post 
Office from 6 am to 9 pm 
during Sundays.

However, the ordinance 
stipulated that Upper 
and Lower Mabini road 
towards Harrison road 
shall remain open to 
vehicular traffic.

The ordinance added 
that the closure of a 
portion of Session Road 

shall be pursuant to 
Section 2 of ordinance 
No. 21, series of 2011 that 
provided for the guide-
lines in the conduct of 
traffic experiments in the 
city where it was specified 
that all traffic experiments 
shall conform with the 
condition that the exper-
iment shall be conducted 
for a period not exceeding 
6 months; upon the lapse 
of the 6-month period and 
no ordinance is enacted, 
the traffic scheme will 
automatically revert to its 
status prior to the exper-
iment; massive infor-
mation on the proposed 
t raf f i c  exp er iment 
scheme shall be given to 
the concerned public no 
less than 2 weeks before 
the experiment and that 
any substantial alteration 
or modification to the 
scheme during the exper-
imental period should be 
made known to the public 
before the implementa-
tion; before any ordinance 
is enacted embodying 
the experiment, a public 
hearing or consultation 
by the concerned author-
ities; the Traffic and Trans-
portation Management 
Committee (TTMC) 
shall submit a preliminary 
report to the City mayor 
and the local legislative 
body within 2 weeks of 
implementation of the 
experiment; signages and 
barriers which meet safety 
standards should be in 
place during the period 

of the experiment and an 
evaluation report must be 
submitted by the TTMC 
before the enactment of 
an ordinance to make 
the scheme permanent 
or before the lapse of 
the 6-mnth experiment 
whichever comes first.

According to the 
ordinance, the early ter-
mination or extension of 
the traffic scheme shall be 
determined by the local 
chief executive.

E a r l i e r ,  M a y o r 
Benjamin B. Magalong 
transmitted to the local 
legislative body on the 
proposed closure of the 
uphill lane of Session 
road by way of experiment 
every Sunday which is 
geared towards improving 
air quality in the city from 
motor vehicle emissions 
and to entice the residents 
and tourists alike to walk 
as part of the local govern-
ment’s program in devel-
oping a healthy lifestyle 
with physical activities 
for people.                       

Magalong claimed 
that the conduct of the 
traffic experiment on the 
closure of the uphill lane 
of Session road is part of 
the plan of the local gov-
ernment to pedestrianize 
a portion of the said road.

Earlier, the Baguio City 
Police Office (BCPO) was 
directed to come out with a 
re-routing plan and advise 
motorists on the matter 
to prevent confusion 
among motorists during 
the implementation of the 
traffic experiment./Dexter 
A. See

Mayor urges households, business 
firms to adopt own composting 
method
BAGUIO CITY – Mayor 

Benjamin Magalong 
urged residents and 
business owners in the 
city to adopt their own 
backyard composting 

methods and technologies 
to lessen the city’s biode-
gradable waste production.

The mayor said it is high 
time to instil the practice 
of composting their bio-
degradable wastes among 
residents to help effectively 
and efficiently address the 
solid waste management 
problem of the city.

He said the city has 
been doing its best to 
maximize the operation 
of the Environmental 
Recycling System (ERS) 
machines stationed at the 
former dumpsite at Irisan 
to process the compostable 
wastes but residents and 
businessmen should also 
do their part in easing the 
city’s waste burden.

The city produces 40-50 
tons of biodegradable 

wastes per day and only 75 
percent of these are being 
processed by the ERS.

In a meeting with the 
department heads last 
Aug. 7, the mayor urged 
departments concerned 
to prepare business owners 
along Session Road for the 
new composting require-
ment which the city will 
impose soon. 

“Every business espe-
cially restaurants should 
have their own compost-
ing facility,” the mayor said 
as he tasked the General 
Services Office to dissemi-
nate information on simple 
composting methods that 
can be employed by the 
businessmen.

In a press briefing Aug. 
2, the mayor said the 
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The municipality of Itogon, Benguet has formed a task force against illegal 
mining to prevent accidents with the onset of the rainy season. Photo shows the 
September 2018 landslide that killed around a hundred miners and their families 
at a mining village in Itogon. (File photo by PNA

Benguet town forms task 
force vs. illegal mining
BAGUIO CITY-- The 

municipality of Itogon, 
Benguet has formed a task 
force against illegal mining 
to control environmental 
degradation and prevent the 
loss of lives.

In an Executive Order 
04-2019 dated August 6, 
Mayor Victorio Palangdan 
named the different village 
chiefs, police, disaster 
council, the councilor who 
chairs the committee on 
the environment as well as 
the Benguet Corporation as 
members of the task force.

The task force will enforce 
related mining laws within 
the town and prevent another 
landslide from happening. In 
September 2018, a massive 
landslide killed around a 
hundred people at a mining 
village in Itogon.

Office of the Civil 
Defense- Cordillera Admin-
istrative Region (OCD-CAR) 
Regional Director Albert 

Mogol earlier called on the 
local government of Itogon 
to stop illegal mining in the 
town.

“We humbly request 
the local government unit 
(LGU) of Itogon, together 
with the Municipal Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Manage-
ment Council to facilitate the 
stoppage of any unauthorized 
mining or discourage the 
conduct of mining activities 
during inclement weather 
to ensure the safety of the 
miners and the constituents 
in general,” Mogol said in his 
letter to Palangdan.

In an interview on Friday, 
Mogol said he personal-
ly talked with the mayor 
regarding his personal expe-
rience when they visited the 
town prior to the opening of 
classes to look at the situation 
of public schools and noted 
there are still mining activi-
ties in the area.

The mayor admitted that 

several small-scale mining 
activities, which resulted in 
the indiscriminate release of 
waste containing chemicals 
on rivers, are still happening.

He said the applications 
for the “Minahang Bayan 
(MB)” program is being 
reviewed and processed by 
the provincial mining reg-
ulatory board (PMRB). The 
Board has already approved 
one application.

The individual small-scale 
mining activities remain 
illegal if their applications 
with the MB is not approved, 
Palangdan said.

Palangdan said the task 
force will also formulate 
and recommend policies 
regarding smal l-scale 
mining within the town, 
monitor activities related to 
mining, stop illegal mining 
and perform other functions 
related to the activity./Liza 
Agoot (PNA)

Illegal structures along Naguilian, 
Kennon roads to go
BAGUIO CITY – After 

Marcos Highway, the 
city will train its guns on 
illegal structures built on 
road right-of-ways along 
Naguilian and Kennon 
Roads.

Mayor  B e nj am i n 
Magalong said that while 
the city is in the middle of 
the process of removing a 
total of 273 illegal struc-
tures on RROWs along 
Marcos Highway, the 
same procedure should 
be employed on con-
structions of similar status 
along the other two major 
roads.

The mayor observed 
the presence of illegal 
structures in the course 
of the surprise inspec-

tions he conducted along 
Naguilian Road last week 
where he also noted vio-
lations of the city’s ordi-
nances on sanitation, 
permit requirement and 
sidewalk encroachments 
among others.  

For Kennon Road, he 
directed City Building 
Official Engr. Nazita 
Banez to again undertake 
the demolition of the 
illegal stalls particular-
ly at the Lions Head in 
coordination with the 
Dept. of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH).

Banez suggested a 
drastic action at the Lions 
Head due to the willful 
stance of the squatters 
who kept on returning to 
the place and rebuilding 
their structures despite 
being repeatedly driven 
away.

“It’s now a cat-and-
mouse situation and 
it has been giving us a 
headache,” Banez said.

The mayor gave Banez 
the green light to start the 
demolition activities.

As a deterrent to keep 
the vendors from coming 
back, he said the city can 
tap the Baguio City Police 
Office to keep watch over 
the area.

The vendors numbering 
15 were demolished in 
2017 and again last year 
through the joint efforts 
of the CBAO and the 
DPWH Baguio City 
District Engineering office 
(DPWH-BCDEO) under 
District Engineer Rene 
Zarate.

Earlier investigations 
of the DPWH road-

right-of-way committee 
showed that the said 
illegal structures consisted 
of shanties and stores that 
were obstructing the road-
right-of-way of the scenic 
and historic zigzag road in 
clear violation of Section 
23 of Presidential Decree 
No. 17, otherwise known 
as the Philippine Highway 
Act as amended, which 
provides that it shall be 
unlawful for any person 
to usurp any portion of 
a right-of-way, to convert 
any part of any public 
highway, bridge, wharf 
or trail to his or her own 
private use or to obscure 
the same in any manner.

On the other hand, the 
CBAO found that the 
shanties and stores have 
been constructed without 
the required building 
permits in violation 
of Section 301 of the 
National Building Code 
of the Philippines or PD 
No. 1096 in relation to its 
implementing rules and 
regulations which provide 
that no person, firm or 
corporation, including 
any agency or instrumen-
tality of the government, 
shall erect, construct, alter, 
repair, move, convert or 
demolish any building 
or structure or cause 
the same to be done 
without first obtaining a 
permit therefore from the 
building official assigned 
in the place where the 
subject building is located 
or the building work is 
to be done. /Aileen P. 
Refuerzo

City reviews legal operations 
of Athletic Bowl businesses
The city government is 

reviewing the legality 
of private and government 
agencies utilizing spaces 
within the Athletic Bowl 
premises at Burnham Park 
as part of Mayor Benjamin 
Magalong’s program to 
recover government prop-
erties.

A dialogue was held 
August 7, 2019 led by City 
Administrator Bonifacio 
Dela Peña with the repre-
sentatives of the Philippine 
Army Reserve Command – 
14th Regional Community 
Defense Group (Arescom), 
Baguio Tennis Club, RNR 
Sanitary Services and two 
canteen operators within the 
sports compound.

Dela Peña said the city 
plans to develop a multi-level 
indoor sports facility within 
the area where these estab-
lishments are located which 
seemed to be left without 
proper monitoring for 
decades.

“We are conducting this 
dialogue for transparency 
because offices in the city 
government seemed to have 
no idea who is supposed to 
manage and monitor these 
establishments,” Dela Peña 
said.

Per city council records, 
the Baguio Tennis Club has 
been utilizing the tennis 
courts at Burnham Park 

since 1976 based on Resolu-
tion No.106 during the term 
of Mayor Luis Lardizabal and 
was amended by Resolution 
No.24 in 1980 under Mayor 
Ernesto Bueno. Under the 
said resolutions, the Baguio 
Tennis Club was authorized 
to manage, operate and 
improve the four clay/shell 
tennis courts for two years 
only and to be devoted for 
public use.

The 39 years old resolu-
tion also provides that fees 
collected from non-regis-
tered tennis players utilizing 
the facility shall be deposited 
to a trust fund of the city 
however, Dela Peña found 
that not a single centavo has 
been deposited to the city 
coffers.

City Sports Development 
Officer Gaudencio Gonzales 
also reported illegal activ-
ities being undertaken at 
the Baguio Tennis Club 
such as gambling, smoking, 
drinking, videoke and illegal 
parking. He also reported 
Baguio tennis Club members 
are given priority for the use 
of the tennis courts over 
Baguio athletes and coaches 
which is in violation of Res-
olution No. 24-80.

For the Arescom, a Mem-
orandum of Agreement 
executed by the Depart-
ment of Education, Culture 
and Sports (DECS) way back 

1993 authorized the use of 
the space in Athletic Bowl 
as a regional military head-
quarters particularly for the 
training of reservists.

Atty. Isagani Liporada of 
the City Legal Office opined 
that DECS does not own 
the land where the Arescom 
headquarters was built and 
thereby the MOA does not 
have a legal basis.

Meantime, Gonzales 
reported that Arescom has 
turned the facility into its 
private lodging and even 
constructed extension of 
barracks without approval 
from the City Buildings and 
Architectures Office.

The RNR Sanitary Services 
was likewise complained for 
constructing an exclusive 
fence for the parking and 
repair of its water delivery 
trucks much to the inconve-
nience of the public.

Dela Peña advised these 
establishments including 
the two canteens operating 
within the Athletic Bowl 
to be ready to vacate the 
area once the city pursues 
its development plans for 
indoor sports facility.

“We are gathering all 
the data and reviewing the 
legal personality of estab-
lishments operating within 
the Athletic Bowl before we 
craft the technical design 
for the indoor 

sports facility but I am not 
promising that you (con-
cessionaires) will be given 
a space because the mayor 
wanted to recover what the 
city rightfully owns,” Dela 
Peña explained.

In the meantime, Dela 
Peña said the operation of 
the establishments will be 
in a status quo pending the 
preparation of technical 
plans for the indoor sports 
facility.

As early as 2016, the city 
government lobbied for the 
construction of a multi-lev-
el indoor sports facility to 
house a state-of-the-art 
tennis court, basketball and 
volleyball courts among 
others with Php60 million 
funding from the Depart-
ment of Public Works and 
Highways but engineering 
and technical design prepara-
tion has overtaken the plan./
Jessa Mardy Samidan
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  is an anti-graft, Linis Gobyerno
corruption prevention and detection office.

How Duterte’s whims and caprices 
hurt the economy

There’s a term I hear with increasing frequency these days: policy-based 
evidence-making.

The proper term, of course, is evidence-based policy-making. But in the 
past few years a number of government agencies have found themselves 
implementing policies without the benefit of empirical data and careful 
study.

Many of these policies originate from Duterte’s ramblings and musings, 
which are now as good as official policy. Minions, eager to curry favor, 
grant Duterte’s wishes uncritically and unquestioningly. They also often 
scramble for justifications after implementation rather than before.

This blind and reckless approach to policy-making is disturbing on two 
counts.

First, it only adds to the cloud of uncertainty now hanging over the 
economy and erodes business confidence, weak as it is.

Second, and more importantly, Duterte’s whims and caprices can destroy 
millions of Filipinos’ jobs and livelihoods in one fell swoop.

In this article let’s focus on two recent examples: the Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) ban and the Metro Manila Development 
Authority’s (MMDA) traffic policies.

PCSO ban
Almost two weeks ago, President Rodrigo Duterte appeared on TV late 

at night to announce a surprise ban on all 
games operated, licensed, and franchised 
by the PCSO.

Crying foul over allegations of “massive corruption,” Duterte ordered the 
police and military to immediately arrest all those engaged in such games. 
Later, Palace Spokesperson Salvador Panelo even said that “all players 
and participants of these gaming operations are involved” in corruption.

But 4 days later, on July 30, Duterte lifted the ban on lotto operations 
as if nothing happened.

Although fleeting, this PCSO ban exemplifies the pernicious effects of 
Duterte’s unpredictability.

For starters, thousands rely on these games as a source of income. But 
one morning they all woke up to find their jobs casually killed off by 
Duterte – an “economic Tokhang” if you will.

A lot of people also depend on the various health and medical assistance 
programs of PCSO.

Last year, PCSO generated nearly P64 billion in net revenues, 30% of 
which went to its Charity Fund which benefited more than half a million 
patients nationwide in the form of confinements, medicines, and lab/
diagnostic procedures.

Meanwhile, 40% of PCSO’s Charity Fund is also set to partially finance 
the Universal Health Care (UHC) Act signed by Duterte last February.

In the grand scheme of things, PCSO’s Charity Fund doesn’t amount to 
much. But as things stand UHC’s implementation is already imperiled in 
the coming years, and the law needs all the money it could get.

The Department of Finance (DOF) projects that the law will require 
at least P257 billion next year, but we’re currently short of P62 billion. 
Funding gaps will only widen in the coming years.

But Palace Spokesperson Panelo dismissively said, “I’m sure ‘yung mga 
naapektuhan, hindi naman ganoon kahirap.” (I’m sure those affected are 
not that poor.)

The DOF has had to play along and said the day after Duterte announced 
it that they would evaluate the ban’s financial impacts.

This is policy-based evidence-making at its finest, reminiscent of 
the time Duterte closed down Boracay even if he had not yet seen the 
National Economic and Development Authority’s estimates of the closure’s 
economic consequences.

MMDA’s traffic policies

Ill-conceived policies are also behind the massive traffic 
gridlock we’ve been suffering in Metro Manila these past few 
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Dear First Year Students,

As we start a new semester, let me give you some advice that comes from 
decades of teaching.

In my institution, UP Diliman, we have put in place a very wise policy banning 
organizations from recruiting first year students. This is to allow you time and 
discernment because your choice of organization may determine whether you 
achieve your goals while you’re in university.

So, indeed, this advice might also apply to incoming second year students in 
UP and, I hope, for college students everywhere.

I also hope those who read this who are parents might find it worthy to pass on 
to their children and other young people.

Academic goals

Let’s talk about what those goals are. First of course, it is to finish your schooling. 
This is why your parents (and if you’re in a state college or university, the Filipino 
people) are sacrificing to pay or help you pay your tuition fees.

For all the imperfections of our educational system, getting a degree is still 
a strong predictor of later success. It may not be a guarantee and many people 
succeed without a degree. But it is still one of the biggest factors. The fact that 
you have the opportunity to get a college degree puts you among the ranks of the 
very privileged in this country and in the world.

Please do not let anyone tell you that the success that a degree can help you 
achieve is merely a financially comfortable but meaningless life. The degree may 
help you indeed gain financial resources and you may end up using those resources 
for only selfish personal ends and even to hurt others. In which case you failed in 
getting the best of what schooling can give you.

But I find that this is a very rare outcome. Because selfish citizens are not what 
the educational system is designed to achieve. The minimum that we hope to 
achieve is a responsible citizen. That is, you should be able eventually to provide 
for yourself and your family financially, care for them emotionally, be a law-
abiding person who respects the rights of others.

There is nothing wrong with this because it is on the bedrock of these activities 
that our society survives and that saints and demons, fascists and democrats, 
statesmen and women, and corrupt political bosses will flourish. When we say 
that the state has a responsibility to provide education to its citizens, I take it to 
mean that it is the responsibility of the state to educate you towards happiness, 
self-sufficiency, social productivity, and peaceful co-existence with others. I 
disagree with those who say that you have a larger responsibility. They do not 
understand the responsibility of the state towards its people. Basic rights are met 
by the state and an understanding of what a “right” means is that nothing should 
be expected in return.

I would have left teaching a long time ago if I did not believe and could not 
rejoice that this kind of basic decent citizen is the most common baseline outcome 
of the educational system.

And this is by no means easy to achieve. It requires a lot 
of resources. Resources that can only be found usually in 

By: Sylvia Estrada Claudio 
(www.rappler.com)

A briefing for incoming first 
year college students
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Is there and AFP death squad?

DISPATCH FROM CRAME

 

the educational system.
It also requires that you successfully navigate the 

educational system now that you have gone through 
the preliminary stages that prepare you for this final 
and beautiful journey of the self.

The wonderful world of free ideas

Believe me it can be beautiful and joyous. Coming 
to a university is like coming to a bazaar of ancient 
and new exchange. There are flavors and spices; 
musical forms wrought from a variety of instruments; 
gems of various colors polished and unpolished; teas, 
coffees, alcohol of astounding flavors and varieties 
– a variety of things endless and indescribable. But 
unlike a bazaar of material objects, the marketplace 
of ideas is restricted only by human imagination. 
Keep your eyes wide, your ears sharp, and your mind 
open at all times. And even if you should eventually 
choose to concentrate on an academic area, ideology 
or cause, your exposure should teach you that yours 
is not the only wondrous thing and that your choice 
is not superior to all others. This basic intellectual 
humility is a great wisdom that college life will teach 
you regardless of what degree program you choose.

Actually, I hope that you go beyond being 
an informed and enlightened person, who takes 
responsibility for herself or himself, takes care of 
the family and respects the rights of those you love 
and also those whom you do not know. I hope you 
eventually see that a meaningful life in service of 
bigger causes can also be a happier choice. But that 
you go “beyond” is just my bias. And what “beyond” 
means is subject to debate so that you will still to 
learn and discern even more if this is your desire too.

Yet, where there is much to gain there is also much 
to lose. And the very virtue of this open and endless 
world is also its vice. False wares and dangerous 
commodities are everywhere. And charlatans and 
thieves wish to harm you. And it is in the nature of 
a university with its liberal traditions of free thought 
and academic freedom that it must give space even 
to these dangers.

The only protection from corruption and take over 
by those who would use this freedom to harm others 
are the citizens of democracy itself. That, having 
tasted freedom you learn not to fear its boundless 
possibilities and escape into dogma and rigidity. And 
this courage is also what you can learn. It will protect 
you against the fraud and bring you to the joyousness 
of learning and living.

A few pointers

But let’s get into the nitty-gritty of practical things.

A briefing for incoming...
from page 4

Ever since the implementation of Memorandun Order No. 
32 on Nov. 22, 2018, deploying additional troops to Samar 
Negros Oriental, Negros Occidental and Bicol Region sup-
posedly to suppress lawless violence, lawless violence has 
actually escalated in Negros Island. The latest victims are 
lawyer Anthony Trinidad, school principal Arthur bayawa, 
Barangay captains Romeo Alipan and Ernesto Posadas, city 
councilor Ramon Jalandoni, and former Town mayor Edsel 
Enardecido.

None of the victims are combatants some of them are 
actually public officials. The killings of civilians and officials 
only became rampant in the area after MO 32. More and 
more, it is becoming apparent that this is a different war 
being waged by the Duterte regime, but with the adoption of 
the same bloody method utilized in the drug war summary 
executions. If there are police death squads for suspected 
drug offenders, are there now AFP death squads for red-
tagged civilians and officials roaming aoun Negros Island?

It is no secret that Duterte has long wished to involve the 
AFP in his EJK campaigns, most probably to give them a taste 
of the blood and share in the atrocities. It is also no secret 
that the AFP resisted being involved in the extra-judicial 
killings of drug offenders. It did not wat its hands dirtied in 
the drug war going after common criminals. Now it appears 
that Duterte has found a way of how to involve the AFP in his 
EJK campign. He found an enemy and target for them red-
tagged civilians, public officials and human rights defenders.

If Duterte succeds in making the AFK complicit in his 
murderous campign, the latter can no longer wash its hands 
in the ongoing crimes against humanity orchestrated by their 
commander-in-chief. If the AFP becomes complicit Duterte 
would have succeeded in turning the entire security forces 
of the Philippines into a vigilante force operating outside of 
the law and with impurity.

If the AFP death squad is now a reality and opetaing in 
Negros Island and the parts of the country with an active 
insurgency, this is a most alarming development. The AFP 
will now be in the same boat with Duterte all the more reason 
for them to protect him and keep him and his corrupt allies 
in power. The AFP cannot be that naïve to allow itself to 
be hostaged by Duterte by sharing in his crimes against 
humanity.

With PNP and AFP death squads carrying out executions 
of civilians, the people no longer have anyone to turn to. Their 
protectors have become their attackers and appressors. This is 
a slippery hope being traversed by own security forces, espe-
cially the AFP, the erstwhile protector of the people. Are they 
allowing themselves to be Duterte’s PAG or private armed 
group, instead of the people’s armored forces?

Cont. on page 6

days.
To abate traffic congestion, the Metro Manila 

Council approved in April a new regulation that 
revoked the permits of all 47 provincial bus 
terminals along EDSA.

The MMDA, which is under the direct 
supervision of the Office of the President, wants 
to prevent provincial buses from loading and 
unloading passengers along EDSA.

Needless to say, this policy against provincial 
buses is plain stupid.

Not only does it unduly discriminate against 
commuters coming from, and going to, 

Editorial
from page 4

the provinces, it also attacks the wrong problem 
because cars and motorcycles, not provincial 
buses (or buses for that matter), predominantly 
take up space along EDSA.

A Quezon City court, seeing sense, already 
issued a preliminary injunction halting this inane 
policy because of its “far-reaching effects.”

Yet this did not prevent the MMDA from 
conducting a “voluntary dry run” on August 7, 
claiming they have yet to receive the court order.

Specifically, MMDA restricted buses to 
EDSA’s two outermost (yellow) lanes. But this 
blocked off entry and exit points for all other 
vehicles entering the highway. The result? 
Apocalyptic jams, angry commuters, and several 
wasted hours.

Some might say that problematizing EDSA is 
yet another manifestation of “imperial Manila.”

But we can’t deny that Metro Manila is our 
economy’s beating heart, easily accounting 
for more than a third of our country’s income. 
Choking traffic – and policies that worsen such 
choking – will only bring our economy closer to 
the brink of a national stroke.

Mayors and MMDA officials need not even do 
the mental heavy lifting: they need only listen 
to the myriad transport experts who say that our 
society is too car-centric. Shifting instead to a 
people-centric framework will work wonders in 
reclaiming lost space and lost time on our roads.

Unfortunately, this key insight seems to be 
lost even among the primary implementors of 
Duterte’s massive infrastructure project called 
Build, Build, Build.

They’re still fixated on creating more and 
wider roads. By contrast, transport experts have 
been saying all along that wider roads do not 
necessarily make vehicles go faster.

The MMDA can conjure up any number of 
fancy, showy policies to fix worsening congestion 
in Metro Manila. But until it gets its objectives 
right – and pays enough attention to data and 
research – our traffic woes will only worsen.

Traversing Cubao to Makati in 5 minutes will 
remain the pipe dream that it is.

Blind pilot
The PCSO ban and MMDA’s traffic policies 

are just two of Duterte’s recent arbitrary and 
evidence-bereft policies – besides the Boracay 
shutdown, martial law in Mindanao, and the war 
on drugs.

A common theme, though, seems to thread 
all these policies: not only do they tend to hurt 
economic efficiency a lot, they’re also often 
anti-poor.

Crafting high-stakes policies without the 
benefit of data and research is like allowing a 
pilot to fly a passenger plane while ignoring 
the instrument panel before him. The pilot is 
effectively blind, and you can’t be faulted for 
wishing to disembark as soon as possible.

Duterte has less than 3 years in office, but there 
seems to be no reprieve. Brace for a directionless, 
turbulent flight ahead. – Rappler.com

The author is a PhD candidate at the UP 
School of Economics. His views are independent 
of the views of his affiliations. Follow JC on 
Twitter (@jcpunongbayan) and Usapang Econ 
(usapangecon.com). 

and promised to explore ways to help them in their pre-
dicament.

Busol, the city’s biggest source of potable water, is 
embroiled in several court cases involving informal settlers 
and ancestral land claimants.

On February 4, 2009 the Supreme Court ruled with finality 
sustaining the city government’s bid to demolish some struc-
tures covered by Demolition Order No. 33 series of 2005 of 
former mayor Braulio Yaranon. 

The High Tribunal sustained the city government’s con-
tention that the city is governed by its charter and “thus, (lot 
occupants) cannot claim their alleged ancestral lands under 
the provisions of the Indigenous People’s Rights Act (IPRA).” 

To date there are other cases pending before the various 
courts.

The city is also poised to pursue the reversion procedures 
before the Office of the Solicitor General to reclaim the 7.8 
hectare lot within the Busol watershed that was divided into 
22 lots and illegally titled by unscrupulous individuals in 
2015.

The subject lot is covered by a 211 title or part of those 
titles issued under Civil Reservation Case No. 1 Record 211 
and which were declared void by the Supreme Court because 
the court that issued the same had no jurisdiction.  The said 
titles can be legalized only upon undergoing validation pro-
ceedings./Aileen P. Refuerzo

Busol demolition stalled...
from page 1
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Transportation and Communications

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND REGULATORY BOARD
Cordillera Administrative Region

Baguio City

ATTY. JESSIE C. BALAGOT
Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF HEARING

TEODORO BALANZA
Applicant

CASE No. 2004-BAGCAR-2198

This is an application filed on June 20, 2019 for the approval of EXTENSION 
of VALIDITY of a Certificate of Public Convenience to operate PJ Service for the 
transportation of passengers and freights on the line: BAGUIO CITY - ACUPAN AND 
VICE VERSA with the use of one (1) unit.

NOTICE is hereby given that this Board shall hear this application on August 20, 
2019 at 2:00 PM the LTFRB Office, Pacdal Baguio City in which date and time applicant 
shall formally submit his/her/their evidences.

At least ten (10) days prior to the above date, the applicant/s shall publish the 
NOTICE once in one (1) daily newspaper of general circulation in the Cordillera 
Administrative Region.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written oppositions 
supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date, furnishing a copy of 
the same to the appliant/s and if they so desire, appear during the hearing.

This application shall be acted upon the Board on the basis of its records and the 
documentary evidences submitted by the parties, unless the Board deem necessary 
to receive additional documentary and/or oral evidence.

WITNESS, the Honorable Engr. LALAINE E. SOBREMONTE, OIC-Regional Director, 
this 29TH day of JULY 2019, Baguio City.

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Transportation and Communications

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND REGULATORY BOARD
Cordillera Administrative Region

Baguio City

ATTY. JESSIE C. BALAGOT
Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF HEARING

MIGUEL H. GAW-WI
Applicant

CASE No. 2004-BAGCAR-1457

This is an application filed on July 23, 2019 for the approval of EXTENSION 
of VALIDITY of a Certificate of Public Convenience to operate TX Service for the 
transportation of passengers and freights on the line: BAGUIO CITY TO ANY POINT 
IN CORDILLERA ADMINISTRATIVE REGION with the use of one (1) unit.

NOTICE is hereby given that this Board shall hear this application on August 20, 
2019 at 2:00 PM the LTFRB Office, Pacdal Baguio City in which date and time applicant 
shall formally submit his/her/their evidences.

At least ten (10) days prior to the above date, the applicant/s shall publish the 
NOTICE once in one (1) daily newspaper of general circulation in the Cordillera 
Administrative Region.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written oppositions 
supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date, furnishing a copy of 
the same to the appliant/s and if they so desire, appear during the hearing.

This application shall be acted upon the Board on the basis of its records and the 
documentary evidences submitted by the parties, unless the Board deem necessary 
to receive additional documentary and/or oral evidence.

WITNESS, the Honorable Engr. LALAINE E. SOBREMONTE, OIC-Regional Director, 
this 5TH day of AUGUST 2019, Baguio City.

273 Marcos highway establishments issued demolition notices
B A G U I O  C I T Y 

– The local govern-
ment and coordination 
with the Department 
of Public Works and 
Highways-Baguio City 
District Engineering 
Office (DPWH-BCDEO) 
issued to owners of some 
273 establishments along 
Marcos highway that were 
previously uncovered to 
have encroached in the 
road-right-of-way of the 
national road the second 
demolit ion not ices 
for them to voluntari-
ly demolish portions 
of their structures that 
encroached on one of the 
main highways in the city.

            Mayor Benjamin 
B. Magalong said there 

is a need to immediately 
dismantle the encroach-
ments introduced by the 
273 establishments on 
parts of the road-right-of-
way to bring those areas 
back as part of the road 
thus ensuring the smooth 
flow of traffic along one of 
the major roads leading to 
the city proper.

            He said the local 
government and the 
DPH-BCDEO recently 
issued to the establish-
ment owners their second 
demolition notices and 
that the third demolition 
notices will be given out 
to them by next week to 
comply with the 3-notice 
rule prior to the outright 

removal of the improve-
ments that were intro-
duced on the road-right-
of-way of the national 
road.

            The local chief 
executive claimed that 
after having complied with 
the prescribed 3-notice 
rule, the local government 
and the DPWH-BCDEO 
will be scheduling the 
demolition of the iden-
tified encroachments 
anytime right after the 
lapse of the grace period 
that were provided them 
to voluntarily demolish 
their improvements.      

            Under the prevail-
ing rules and regulations, 
owners of establishments 
who were issued notices of 

demolition for encroach-
ing on the road-right-of-
way of the Palispis-As-
piras highway or other 
national roads in the city 
can file their appeal to the 
Public Works Secretary.

            Further, owners 
of establishments that 
encroached on the road-
righty-of-way of national 
roads will be issued 3 
notices for them to volun-
tarily remove or dismantle 
the structures they built 
over portions of the road 
within a 21-day period 
and that their refusal to 
do so will constrain the 
local government and 
the DPWH-BCDEO to 
facilitate the dismantling 
of those illegal structures.

            Magalong ordered 
the CBAO, in coordina-
tion with the DPWH-BC-
DEO, to already issue the 
appropriate notices to the 
identified owners of estab-
lishments that encroached 
on the road-right-of-way 
of the Palispis-Aspiras 
highway so that the dis-
mantling of the structures 
could immediately be 
done once they refuse to 
comply with the request 
of voluntary demolition.

            The city mayor 
conducted an ocular 
inspection along the Pal-
ispis-Aspiras highway to 
ascertain the areas where 
encroachments on the 
road-right-of-way were 
done by the identified 

establishments and to 
remind business owners 
to voluntarily remove such 
encroachments to prevent 
the local government from 
doing it for them.

            Earlier, the CBAO 
and the DPWH-BC-
DEO conducted an 
inspection along major 
roads around the city to 
identify the establish-
ments that encroached 
on the road-right-of-way 
of the national roads and 
subsequent notices were 
issued to the establishment 
owners but no concrete 
actions were done by the 
establishment owners to 
dismantle the structures 
they erected on the roads./
Dexter A. See

In UP as in other colleges and universities, various 
social and political blocs, ideologies, and persuasions 
exist.

Naturally, each will try to convince you that theirs 
is wonderful and really suited to your goals. They 
will put their best foot forward. But listening to the 
self-description of organizations is only a very small 
part of making the right choice.

I do not think there is an organization in UP that 
would claim that it is not nationalist, not democratic, 
and not for student rights and welfare.

But like the big world out there for which you are 
being prepared, there are many flawed organizations 
whose organizational processes and policies do 

Remember also that we have a long history of hazing deaths.
But here I must warn you against stereotyping. Not all frats and sororities undertake hazing and several 

“barbarian” organizations have hazing initiations.
Later on organizations may offer to take you to areas where there is fighting between the military and rebel 

armies. This act essentially puts you in danger. And there are many instances too when students are caught in 
the crossfire or harassed by the military and this leads to their being delayed or unable to finish their studies.

This is why degree programs which have field work activities always ensure that these fieldwork placements 
are not in fighting zones.

If you choose this with eyes wide open than I respect you. But often such organizations normalize this 
so that you must take a second look before realizing that putting people in danger is not the work of school 
organizations.

Also, as someone sworn to protect your welfare, as someone who has sworn to keep 

not reflect their espoused 
values.

How can you tell? 
Here are a few pointers.

1 .  O r g a n i z a t i o n s 
with harsh, painful and 
demeaning recruitment 
processes should be 
avoided. You must think 
twice about organizations 
that put you in danger.

If people truly believe 
in the validity of their 
causes, they should not 
make it difficult for you 
to join them.

A briefing for incoming...
from page 4

practice of composting of biodegradable wastes in the 
homes of residents is important because it will help in 
reducing the volume of biodegradable wastes being 
brought by people to the collection points in the city’s 
barangays that will be hauled by the garbage collectors.

The local chief executive admitted that he also practices 
composting in his residence and the two drums he uses 
in composting the biodegradable waste being generated 
in their house are not even filled up in a month or two.

According to him, residents should erase the impres-
sion that composting is unsanitary because the same is 
not true based on his actual experience.

Moreso, it does not need much space contrary to what 
others believe.

GSO Officer Eugene Buyucan said that apart from 
waste segregation, home and backyard composting is the 
obligation of residents under the provisions of Republic 
Act (RA) 9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Manage-
ment Act of 2000 to help the concerned government 
agencies and local governments address the garbage 
disposal concerns in their areas of jurisdiction.

He urged residents to practice composting as well as 
urban gardening in their homes because it is also one 
strategy that is vital in helping reduce the volume of 
both biodegradable and non-biodegradable wastes and 
is also beneficial for the homes.

He said a simple composting method would only 
require any container, big or medium-sized and can be 
plastic, wood or cement where biodegradable wastes 
can be stored.

Just cover the refuse with small amount of soil for 
drying and repeat the process.  They compost can be 
used in one to two months for their backyard garden.

Other methods such as the use of African night 
crawlers can also be employed.

Buyucan said they will coordinate with the Dept. 
of Agriculture and Dept. of Environment and Natural 
Resources for the conduct of technical trainings on com-
posting among residents. 

Aside from collecting some 40 to 50 tons of biode-
gradable waste from the different collection points in the 
city’s barangays, the local government is also collecting 
some 170 to 180 tons of non-biodegradable waste from 
the collection points in the barangays daily.

At present, the local government is hauling the 
generated residual waste out of the city with the sanitary 
landfill of Urdaneta City, Pangsinan as the recipient of 
the garbage being brought to the facility.

Mayor urges households...
from page 2

However, the city 
general services officer 
claimed that the volume 
of garbage being generated 
in the city significant-
ly increases during peak 
tourism months when 
there is a huge influx of 
visitors wanting to spend 
a well-deserved break in 
the country’s undisputed 
Summer Capital which 
has its natural air condi-
tioning being preferred by 
people from the lowlands 
as a tourism destination./
Aileen P. Refuerzo and 
Dexter A. See



7J U N C T I O N
The

WEEKENDLEGAL/JUDICIAL NOTICESAugust 10 - August 16, 2019

Notice of Extrajudicial Settlement of the 
Estate of the Late Tomas Juico De La Peña 

with Waiver of Hereditary Rights
Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late Tomas 

Juico De La Peña  who died intestate on June 20, 2019 at 
Pines City Doctors Hospital, Baguio City involving his PNB 
savings account is the subject of an extrajudicial settlement 
among the heirs and entered into the Notarial Register of 
Notary Public Robles G. Calabias as per Doc. 302; Page No. 
61; Book No. XXXV, Series of 2019 of Baguio City

July 27 and August 3 & 10, 2019

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLE-
MENT OF ESTATE WITH SIMULTANEOUS 

WAIVER OF RIGHTS
 Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late ES-
THER DUMANGENG, who died intestate last June 5, 
2019 at the Baguio General Hospital, Baguio City, per-
taining to a stall bearing No. 214, Block 4 Relocation, 
City Market, Kayang, Hilltop, Baguio City, which have 
been the subject of an Extrajudicial Settlement of Estate 
with Simultaneous Waiver of Rights by her heirs as per 
Doc. No. 137; Page No. 28; Book No. 26 and Series 
of 2019 of the Notarial Registry of Atty. Meshack C. 
Macwes on July 22, 2019 at Baguio City.  

July 27 and August 3 & 10, 2019

P20 million earmarked to 
recover city sidewalks
BAGUIO CITY  – The 

local government will 
be allocating more or less 
P20 million from its annual 
budget next year to aggres-
sively recover and put up as 
many sidewalks to make most 
part of the city conducive for 
walking as part of the efforts 
to encourage walking among 
residents and tourists.

Mayor Benjamin B. 
Magalong ordered the City 
Engineering Office (CEO) to 
already start working on the 
recovery of sidewalks in the 
different parts of the city to 
ensure that the said areas will 
be safe for walking consider-
ing that sidewalks are beyond 
the commerce of man.

During several inspec-
tions in the different parts 
of the city, the local chief 
executive was able to notice 
the encroachments done by 
enterprising businessmen 
on portions of the city’s 
sidewalks that impede the 
smooth flow of pedestrian 
traffic along the said roads.

Initially, he ordered 
concerned offices of the local 
government in coordina-
tion with the Department of 
Public works and Highways 
– Baguio City  District Engi-
neering Office (DPWH-BC-
DEO) to work out the dis-
mantling of the illegal struc-
tures and encroachments 
that were done on national 
roads to pave the way for 
the immediate recovery or 
the sidewalks considering 
businessmen so that people 
can freely walk on the said 
sidewalks considering the 
city’s advocacy on walking as 
part of the lifestyle of presi-
dents living in the different 
barangays.

He added that the recovery 
and putting up of sidewalks 
will not only be done in the 
central business district but 
also in the city’s barangays to 
make sure that people will 
have some area to walk when 
opting to walk in their places 
for them to enjoy the city’s 
natural air conditioning.

Among the establish-
ments that have been pre-
viously identified to have 
encroached on barangay, city 
and national roads include 
machine shots, hardware 
stores, food stores, sari-sari 
stores, groceries, hotels and 
even gasoline stations.

Magalong solicited the 
utmost cooperation of the 
owners of the establishments 
that will be affected by the 
efforts of the local govern-
ment to recover and put up 
sidewalks considering that 
the same is geared rewards 
upholding the general 
welfare of the public.

Earlier, President Rodrigo 
R. Duterte issued a directive 
to all local governments, 
especially in Metro Manila 
and other urban centers in 
the country, to recover all 
sidewalks which have been 
encroached by natural and 
juridical persons to help in 
providing adequate spaces 
where the public could 
move around, particularly 

in crowded places, and for 
the smooth flow of motor 
vehicles around wider spaces.

One of the major advo-
cacies of the present admin-
istration is to empower 
residents and tourists to walk 
around the city to be able to 
witness the different scenic 
destinations and for them to 
practice health lifestyle con-
sidering the reported preva-
lence of lifestyle diseases that 
have already claimed the lives 
of innocent individuals from 
the different barangays.

City Engineer Edgar 
Victorio Olpindo disclosed 
that the initial wave to 
recover the major sidewalks 
in the different parts of the 
city was successful consid-
ering the least resistance 
showed by those who have 
encroached in some portions 
of the city’s roads that con-
tribute in the worsening 
traffic congestions, espe-
cially in the central business 
district area./Dexter A. See

you safe and help you maximize your learnings and 
finish your studies, I strongly advise you not to make 
such a choice.

Time to be the discerning adult that you are. If 
what you are experiencing is hazing or some form of 
dangerous activity – get out of there. Such practices 
are not only illegal, they are plain immoral.

2. Organizations that ask you to prioritize 
activities over your studies.

Often this is rationalized by saying that your 
classes are irrelevant and that you must prioritize 
a higher nationalist cause. In UP, you will hear of 
these organizations soon enough because many of 
their leaders are indeed those types who do not attend 
classes, do not submit requirements, and often fail, 
drop, or get incompletes. In short they are barely 
students.

You may admire their zeal and commitment at first. 
But as a fellow professor of mine has said, “May 
daya ang mga ganito (There is an element of cheating 
here).” You are indeed an iskolar ng bayan or iskolar 
ng magulang (scholar of the people or scholar of 
your parents) and all the laws, policies, and academic 
traditions say that your main duty at this point to 
self, family, and country is to learn well and get your 
degree. Student leaders should at least mirror what 
we expect of exemplary students.

Furthermore, there is absolutely no proof that the 
alternative education you get from extracurricular 
organizations is superior to that which you would get 
from your regular courses. In fact, there is abundant 
proof that it is not.

Extracurricular activities and studies are meant to 
enhance and supplement classroom learning. They 
are not meant to replace this. Any organization that 
asks you to do that is selling you short.

3. Organizations that ask you to spend less time 
with family and older friends are dangerous.

A few organizations on campus are actually 
undemocratic. They are more after exclusivist in-
group agendas that ask you to diminish your social 
relations such that later you find that the only real 
identity you can relate to is with that group.

Strange as it may seem, even the smartest students 
can be slowly sucked in by these maneuvers. They do 
not start by asking you to spend less time with your 
family or friends. That only start later when they have 
convinced you to join them and you believe in the 
worthiness of their cause.

Then they will praise you for spending more and 
more time on organizational work and activities and 
show displeasure at your attempts to balance studies 
and family life with organizational life.

As always, you can always choose to go down this 
path. As long as you know that you are being led down 
the path and you agree to go there.

But again, unless your family is abusive and 
extremely dysfunctional and unless your older friends 
are false friends, I strongly ask you to double check 
with your own common sense whenever any group 
asks you hide things from your family and to limit 
rather than expand social relations.

A briefing for incoming...
from page 6

To be continued next week

city health officer Rowena Galpo, city treasurer Alex Cabarru-
bias, tourism officer Alec Mapalo, market supervisor Ragma, 
and representatives from the public order and safety division, 
city buildings and architecture office (CBAO), environment 
and parks management office and other concerned offices.

Allan reminded the vendors that the night market is not 
only a tourism but also an economic enterprise that must 
be protected and improved for the benefit of residents and 

“Status quo” on nigh market...
from page 8

visitors.  She pleaded with the vendors that they should follow 
all the rules and regulations especially those covering health, 
sanitation and environmental protection.

Her appeal was echoed by other officials present as they 
also reminded the vendors not to clog the sewerage and 
protect the plants in the area in keeping with Baguio’s rep-
utation as a tourism hub and city of flowers.

Allan explained that the consultation aims to get the sug-
gestions and views of the vendors that will go into the crafting 
of a city ordinance that would best serve operations of the 
night market.

Earlier, the DPWH sent notice to the city government, 
through the CBAO, for the the night market’s relocation as 
this occupies a national road that should not be unneces-
sarily closed to vehicular traffic.

Magalong, however, stressed the need to continue the 
night market operations as it is the source of livelihood of 
around 1,044 vendors aside from being one of the city’s latest 
tourist attractions. 

He also pointed out the fact that the night market, with 
the least infrastructure development, generates around P14 
to P16 million annually that goes to the city’s coffers.

The Mayor has also ordered night market vendors to 
strictly comply with the prevailing rules and regulations  on 
the night market so that they would be allowed to continue 
with their operations in the area./Gaby Keith

and November for the city schools sports meet and for 
our athletes to train in time for the Cordillera Administra-
tive Regions Athletic Association meet by February 2020,” 
Gonzales said.

The rehabilitation work is being undertaken by RAJ Con-
struction as the winning bidder with a notice to proceed 
issued in February and works went full blast in March 
prompting the closure of the swimming pool.

The city’s swimming pool serves as a competition venue 
not only to the city sport events but also caters to regional, 
inter-regional and national events./Jessa Mardy Samidan

Refurbished swimming...
from page 8
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STRAY DOGS. The municipality of Sablan in Benguet has been placed under 
state of emergency as cases of rabies rise. The municipal government has reported 
at least five persons of rabies after being bitten by dogs since January this year.
(Photo courtesy of Redjie Melvic Cawis/ PIA-CAR) 

Microchips for 
dogs planned as Magalong 
appeal for responsible pet 
ownership
BAGUIO CITY – Mayor 

Benjamin Magalong 
is calling on the public to 
be responsible pet owners  
as city veterinarian Brigit 
Piok announced the need 
to decrease the city’s stray 
dog population to lessen 
problems  they cause like 
dog bites, scattering of 
garbage and “poop” along 
pathways.  She made the 
announcement in Monday’s 
flag-raising rites at city hall. 

She said that other than 
raising fines for erring pet 
owners, there are also plans 
to require all dog owners 
to register their pets with 
microchips that will be 
implanted under the dog’s 
skin and serve as its identity 
for life.

Piok added that the 
microchip will include the 
dog’s name, breed, age, vac-
cination, name of owner, 
address, and more.

“This is important to 
identify violators and who 
will answer for whatever 
violations  if any.  With 
our program, we hope to 
eliminate ‘askal” or asong 
kalye in Baguio and change 

them to a new brand of 
‘asbag’ or asong Baguio,” 
she explained.

Piok revealed that in 
her office’s  actual survey 
conducted in 2016, there are 
60,000 dogs in the Summer 
Capital.  She admitted that 
even with the city veteri-
nary office’s  dog neutering 
project to stop the animals 
from reproducing, it does 
not have data if the canine 
population has decreased or 
increased since 2016.

She warned that dog bite 
is the number three cause 
of morbidity in humans 
according to the Health 
Services Office.  Piok 
stressed, however,  that there 
is zero cases of rabies in 
humans and animals in the 
city despite cases of rabies in 
neighboring municipalities.

“Our program is to 
reduce dog bites  in the city 
especially those caused by 
stray dogs and to vaccinate 
at least 80 percent of the 
local dog population,” she 
said.

Piok disclosed that during 
her office’s first meeting 
with the Mayor, they were 
ordered to intensify the 
impounding of stray dogs 
starting at Purok 17, Irisan.  

She said four job orders 
were immediately hired to 

augment the one team of 
dog catchers her office had.

“There were a lot of stray 
dogs caught in that area and 
the good news is  people 
in that community are 
now learning to cooperate 
even though painful.  I 
say painful because when 
people change they have to 
give up a  little of their ego 
because may mga tao na 
sadyang pasaway at sadyang 
nakikipagtalo sa pagpapa-
tupad ng batas,” Piok said.

She said that there are still 
stray dogs in the area, her 
office has assessed that their 
number has decreased by 60 
to 80 percent.  Piok added 
that her team is inspired 
to do their role in catching 
stray dogs with the strong 
support of the Mayor.

“Some barangays have 
reactivated their teams  like 
Middle Quirino Hill where 
they are regularly moni-
toring dogs trapped in the  
traps we issued them and 
they are now regularly sub-
mitting their reports on 
stray dogs.  I hope other 
barangays will follow,” she 
said./Gaby Keith   

“Status quo” on night market operations 
at Harrison Road, announced
BAGUIO CITY – Autho-

rized  night market 
vendors will still be allowed 
by the city government to ply 
their trade at Harrison Road 
despite an earlier directive 
from the Department of 
Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH) for them to vacate 
the area since it is “beyond 
the commerce of man” being 
a public thoroughfare.

“Status quo muna tayo sa 
night market,” city admin-
istrator Bonifacio dela 
Pena declared to the relief 
of the jampacked crowd in 
Tuesday’s general assembly 
and public consultation on 
the night market at the PFVR 
gymnasium here.

He disclosed that Mayor 
Benjamin Magalong will per-
sonally meet with DPWH 

Sec. Mark Villar in the 
coming days and ask 

that the vendors be allowed to 
continue using a 500-meter 
stretch of Harrison Road for 
the night market while their 
planned transfer to the Jose 
Abad Santos Drive or more 
popularly known as Lake 
Drive at Burnham Park is 
being finalized.

Proudly admitting that 
he is “laking-palengke”, 
dela Pena said he fully 

understands their 
s i tu at i on  and 
assured the vendors 
that the city gov-
ernment is trying 
its best to look for 
solutions on the 
planned relocation 
of the night market 
that has become a 
popular destina-
tion for residents 
and tourists.

The city admin-
istrator added 
that the improve-

ment of the 
night market 
is part of the 
15 point core 
agenda agreed 
upon during 
the Executive 
L e g i s l a t i v e 
Agenda (ELA) 
activity held 
here recently.

The half-day 
consultation 
was conducted 
by the city 
c o u n c i l ’ s 
m a r k e t 
c o m m i t t e e 
chaired  by 
c o u n c i l o r 
P h i l i a n 
W e y g a n 
Allan whose 
members are 
a l d e r m e n 
E l a i n e 
Sembrano and 
Joel Alangsab.  
Also present 
dur ing  the 
activity are 
c o u n c i l o r 
Pacoy Ortega, 

Refurbished swimming pool 
complex ready by September
A solar-heated swimming 

pool at the Baguio 
Athletic Bowl will be opened 
to the public by September 
as rehabilitation works are 
now being finalized to meet 
the deadline according to the 
City Sports Development 
Office.

The 43 million rehabilita-
tion project covers the repair 
and installation of solar panel 
roof to serve as heater of the 
pool to decrease the electric 
consumption of the sports 
complex.

Based on the feasibili-
ty study conducted by the 
Department of Energy last 
year, installing a solar tech-
nology for the swimming 
pool can result to the 
reduction of electric bill by 
50 percent while the return 
of investment is protracted 
in 13-15 years.

The membrane and roof 
was likewise extended to 
provide shade up to the 
bleachers area as well as the 
enclosure of the structure for 
safety purposes and repaint-
ing works. The floor was also 

refurbished with new tiles, 
new locker rooms construct-
ed and new comfort rooms 
with heated shower facili-
ties are also included in the 
project.

Sports Development 
Officer Gaudencio Gonzales 
said an initial site inspec-
tion will be conducted next 
month with test run of the 
solar heating system to 
ensure that everything is up 
and running.

“We hope to utilize the 
refurbished swimming pool 
by October 


