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Introduction

Srila Ripa Gosvami enumerates the sixty-four
transcendental qualities of the Supreme Lord Krsna.
These qualities appear in Chapters Twenty-one and
Twenty-two of The Nectar of Devotion, Srila Prabhu-
pada’s summary study of Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu.
The devotees, who are never satiated with hearing
the Lord’s glories, relish these descriptions.

Recently while rereading these chapters, I was
having trouble meditating on each quality. I knew
the trouble was coming from my own mental dis-
traction and other bad habits. I decided to help
myself by “fluffing out” each of the descriptions of
Krsna’s qualities by finding more references in Srila
Prabhupada’s books. Since it helped my own
reading to do this, I thought others might find my
notes helpful to them.

In case anyone doubts whether it is permissible to
expand on what has already been given in The
Nectar of Devotion, 1 offer the following exchange I
had with Srila Prabhupada as evidence of his en-
couragement. I had been surprised that Prabhupada
had written to an eight-year-old boy at our Dallas
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gurukula, urging him to learn English so that he
could write Krsna conscious books. I wrote a letter
to Srila Prabhupada and inquired from him what
would be the need of books written by his followers
since he had presented everything so completely
himself. He replied:

You ask one question about the nature of books I
want you to write as my disciples; on this point
Krsna consciousness is not limited. Persons like all
of the Gosvamis wrote so many books. Vi§vanatha
Cakravarti and all the acaryas wrote books, and
still I am writing books. Similarly, also my disciples
will write. So any self-realized soul can write un-
limited books without deviating from the original
ideas.

Riipa Gosvami’s, and subsequently Srila Prabhu-
pada’s presentation of Krsna’s qualities, constitutes
a direct attack on the Mayavada notion of the
Absolute as impersonal. Hearing these qualities
destroys the Buddhist’s void and brings clear,
theistic light to the Christian’s dark cloud of un-
knowing. God no longer has to be defined by the via
negationis,” but by describing His infinite, all-
attractive qualities.

" The “negative way” to the discovery of God. In this method,
God’s otherness from the universe means that He can be
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Devotees should study Krsna’s qualities and pray
to become qualified, according to their capacity, by
developing these qualities themselves. In this way,
we can become pure devotees of the Lord. “ . . . for
one who wants to advance in Krsna consciousness,
Krsna creates all these qualities, but the person
develops them himself from within. One who en-
gages in the devotional service of the Supreme Lord
develops all the good qualities, as arranged by the
Supreme Lord.” (Bg. 10.5, purport)

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is above all
material qualities (nirguna), but He is not void of
personal, transcendental qualities. The attempt to
praise Brahman as quality-less is actually a method
of insulting the Supreme Truth, just as if someone
were to taunt, “You cripple! You are blind! You
have no face or hands! You are nothing!” The
impersonalist’s fear of personal existence is based
on his bitter experience in this world of cheaters and
the cheated. He thinks nondifferentiated nothing-
ness (nirvana) will bring him peace.

The Vedic scriptures, however, clearly define
spiritual existence as sac-cid-ananda-vigraha, the
form of eternity, knowledge, and bliss. Without

approached by negating the world; the negatio of these
characteristics allows us to gain some understanding of the
divine nature.
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form and personality, we would not be able to
exchange love with the Supreme, and without love,
there would be no life.

Sri Krsna tells Arjuna, “Never was there a time
when I did not exist, nor you, nor all these kings;
nor in the future shall any of us cease to be.” (Bg.
2.12) The Vedanta-siatra describes the Absolute
Truth (Brahman) as janmady asya yatah, that from
whom everything emanates. Therefore, how could
the Absolute Truth be devoid of qualities? How
could He be great if He is nothing?

Prabhupada asks, “Which is greater, a mountain
or a person?” A person is greater because he has
consciousness and personal qualities. The imper-
sonalist thinks that all qualities are maya, temporary,
and therefore unreal (asat), but this is not the
version of the sastras. The Mayavada teaching is
nothing more than atheism attempting to cover itself
with scriptural respectability. It is devious. We
therefore reject the idea that Krsna’s qualities are
merely figurative or that Krsna is a myth or an
ordinary mortal being.

Let us, therefore, churn the ocean of truth and
see the vision of Sri Krsna as He is, with form,
pastimes, and qualities. Only then, by the grace of
the Vaispavas, can we serve Radha and Krsna in
love.



1. Beautiful Bodily Features

Srila Riipa Gosvami at once informs us that the
beauty of Krsna’s form is incomparable. If we could
experience Krsna’s beauty firsthand, then we would
realize that there is no value in comparing His face
to the beauty of the moon or His thighs to the
powerful trunks of elephants. “Ordinary persons,
who cannot understand how exalted are the bodily
features of the Lord, are simply given a chance to
understand by a material comparison.” (NOD,
Chap. 21, p. 157) The dacaryas are kind to extend
these comparisons to us who do not know Krsna or
bhakti-rasa. Their method is to point to the moon by
referencing it to the branches of a tree on a hill. The
moon is far away in outer space, but the local
reference points help us to see it and appreciate it.

There is no harm—Ilet us compare Krsna to the
moon. He is the moon of Goloka. He is the moon of
the gopis’ minds, which are like the cakora birds that
subsist only upon moonlight (manasa-candra-
cakora).

We see many Krsna muirtis, especially in Vrn-
davana. Their beauty is perceived according to the

1
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devotion of the seer. Krsna is not a marble or brass
statue imperfectly wrought by the mirti-wallas, but
when these statues are -carved according to $astric
descriptions, we see young Krsna in His tribhanga
pose, holding a flute and wearing a peacock-
feathered crown. We worship Him as arca-vigraha
and He receives that worship. He is pleased with His
devotees’ offerings of foodstuffs, their cleaning of
His temple, and their decoration of His Deity form.

May Krsna’s beautiful body be praised! May He
be seen by these eyes and served by these hands.
May we hear with faith the descriptions of His pure
devotees. “The glory of the Lord is always worth
singing, for His glories enhance the glories of His
devotees. One should therefore meditate upon the
Supreme Personality of Godhead and upon His
devotees. One should meditate on the eternal form
of the Lord until the mind becomes fixed.” (Bhag.
3.28.18)

“The transcendental form of Krsna is shown to
the world by Lord Krsna’s internal spiritual energy,
which is a transformation of pure goodness. This
jewellike form is the most confidential treasure of
the devotees. This form is manifest from Krsna’s
eternal pastimes.” (Cc. Madhya 21.103)



2. Auspicious Characteristics

This quality refers to Krsna’s bodily limbs and is
similar to the previous quality, “beautiful bodily
features.” Krsna’s limbs are not only beautiful, but
they bear thirty-two auspicious signs usually present
only on the bodies of great personalities.

Krsna is the ultimate. He has the ideal intelligence
and the most perfect form. He is the best philoso-
pher, the best lover, the best cheater, the best
everything. No one can compare with Him. The lines
on anyone’s palm may show that he is long-lived,
poetic, financially successful, or whatever, but they
won’t reveal that he is the eternal, all-knowing
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Bhagavan. Krsna
possesses all the opulence any person may possess,
but to an unlimited extent.

Krsna plays as a human being in His nara-lila. He
appears in human society as one of us, but He does
so in the most perfect form (atma-mayaya), a form
that is not subject to defects. He is not too short or
too fat or balding. His hands are not too small. He
has no crooked teeth. Everything is perfect. His
form is not material, but all-spiritual. He is always a

3
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person. “One should meditate upon the Supreme
Person as the one who knows everything, as He
who is the oldest, who is the controller, who is
smaller than the smallest . . . beyond all material con-
ception . . . and who is always a person.” (Bg. 8.9)

In the Brahma-sarhita, Sri Krsna is described as
the Absolute Truth, one without a second, infallible,
unborn, as appearing in unlimited forms—yet He
appears fresh and youthful.

When S$ri Krsna appeared in His form of pure
devotion as Sri Krsna Caitanya, He bore all the
marks of a perfect person on His body. As a baby,
He astonished His mother and father with the
marks on the soles of His feet and the palms of His
hands. The astrologer Nilambara Cakravarti quoted
the Samudrika: “There are thirty-two bodily symp-
toms of a great person: five of his bodily parts are
large, five fine, seven reddish, six raised, three small,
three broad and three grave.” Then he declared,
“This baby has all the symptoms of Lord Narayana
on His palms and soles. He will be able to deliver all
the three worlds.” (Cc. Adi 14.15-6)

The Caitanya-caritamrta states, “Such a person is
called ‘nyagrodha-parimandala.’ $ri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, who personifies all good qualities, has the
body of a nyagrodha-parimandala.” (Cc. Adi 3.43)

Once an “all-knowing astrologer” came to the
home of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and calculated
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that the Lord’s body is the resting place of the
unlimited Vaikuntha planets. Lord Caitanya joked
with the astrologer and said, “I was a cowherd boy
in My last birth, and because of such pious activities,
I have now become the son of a brahmana.” The
astrologer replied, “Whatever You may be or who-
ever You may be, I offer my respectful obeisances
unto You!” (Cc. Adi17.114)

Lord Krsna and Lord Caitanya are the perfection
of human persons possessing all beauty and opu-
lence. We should accept Them as supreme and beg
to be engaged in Their service. “When the Lord
assumes a humanlike body to show mercy to His
devotees, He engages in such pastimes as will attract
those who hear about them to become dedicated to
Him.” ( Bhag. 10.33.36)

Of all of Krsna’s forms, His appearance as the
human-like son of Nanda, the friend of the gopas, is
the most perfect. The residents of Vrndavana do not
need the evidence of astrologers or the Samudrika
in order to recognize and love Krsna. They don’t
care whether His markings prove that He is Lord
Visnu. They love Him spontaneously, in the Vrn-
davana mood.

All glories to Sri Krsna whose form is sac-cid-
ananda. All glories to those whose eyes are anointed
with krsna-prema and who see Krsna’s form within
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their hearts. May we hear their descriptions of
Krsna’s qualities and form and thus develop attach-
ment to Nanda’s Govinda.



3. Pleasing

Krsna is rucira, pleasing. The gopis declare that
there is no greater object of vision than the beautiful
face of Krsna as He enters the forest, driving His
cows before Him, holding His flute to His mouth,
and glancing lovingly upon the residents of Vrn-
davana. Their eyes are so satisfied that they don’t
want to be separated from this vision even for a
moment. Separation from Krsna (viraha) causes
great pain to the Vrajavasis. As Lord Caitanya
declared, “Now in Your absence, I am seeing the
whole world as vacant.”

Nothing is so pleasing as Krsna, and whatever else
we find pleasing is actually coming from Him. The
sunset, the way the hills look at dawn—whatever
delights us—are but a spark of His energy.

The partial manifestations of Krsna cannot fully
satisfy us. Srila Prabhupada writes, “For the whole
duration of our life we go see different forms in the
material world, but none of them is just apt to satisfy
the mind, nor can any one of them vanish all per-
turbance of the mind. These are the special features
of the transcendental form of the Lord, and one
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who has once seen that form is not satisfied with
anything else; no form in the material world can any
longer satisfy the seer.” (Bhag. 1.6.18, purport)

Even when the gopis had to remain at home, they
were able to see Krsna in their hearts. They found
solace in talking among themselves, describing their
inner visions of Krsna, and how all the creatures of
Vrndavana became stunned by the melody of His
flute.

A genuine devotee is always pleased (sada-ruci)
by Krsna consciousness. Even separation from
Krsna fully absorbs the devotee in contemplation of
all-pleasing Krsna. “. .. Thus during the daytime the
women of Vrndavana took pleasure in continuously
singing about the pastimes of Krsna, and those
ladies’ minds and hearts, absorbed in Him, were
filled with great festivity.” (Bhag. 10.35.26)

As described in The Nectar of Devotion, “It is said
that the transcendental body of Krsna resembles the
lotus flower in eight parts—namely His face, His two
eyes, His two hands, His navel and His two feet. The
gopis and inhabitants of Vrndavana used to see the
luster of lotus flowers everywhere, and they could
hardly withdraw their eyes from such a vision.”
(NOD, Chap. 21, p. 159)

Those of us who do not have love-anointed eyes
want to hear the description of Krsna’s pleasing
features, and thus see through our ears.



Pleasing 9

Somehow or other, we want to be filled with
Krsna. The Vaisnava poets are kind to give us
Krsna’s darsana, whose beauty is beyond words, by
comparisons to whatever we know as most beautiful
in this world.

“Krsna’s body is a city of attractive features, and it
is sweeter than sweet. His face, which is like the
moon, is sweeter still, and the gentle smile on that
moonlike face is like rays of moonshine.” (Cc.
Madhya 21.138)

We should regret that we cannot see the beauty
of the lotuses in this way—or the moonlike ef-
fulgence of Krsna’s body. We should pray to receive
Krsna’s glance in one of our many future lifetimes—
and then we will know separation from Krsna.



4. Effulgent

Every human being has an effulgence, an aura,
but a human aura is tiny whereas Krsna’s effulgence
is unlimitedly bright. “The luster of the hosts of
jewels fixed on the chest of the Lord can defeat even
the luster of the sun, and still, when compared with
the bodily luster of the Lord, that crest of jewels
appears to be only as bright as one of the stars in
the sky. Therefore the transcendental influence of
Krsna is so great that it can defeat anyone.” (NOD,
Chap. 21, p. 159) Lord Brahma once tested his own
influence against Krsna’s. The conclusion was that
the small mystic power exhibited by Brahma was
“like snow in darkness or the glowworm in day-
time.” (Krsna, Chap. 13, p. 121) There is a similar
comparison in “Description of Autumn”:

During the rainy season, in the evening, there are
many glowworms visible about the tops of trees,
hither and thither, and they glitter just like lights.
But the luminaries of the sky, the stars and the
moons, are not visible. Similarly, in the Age of

10
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Kali, persons who are atheists or miscreants be-
come very prominently visible, whereas persons
who are actually following the Vedic principles for
spiritual emancipation are practically obscured.
—Krsna, Chap. 20, p. 177

Lord Krsna allows this covering to take place in
the material world, but above the insignificant cloud,
He reigns supreme and brilliant. He is so brilliant
that His effulgence sometimes covers His personal
form. Therefore, the devotee prays that the Lord
may remove the dazzling effulgence so that His
personal form can be seen.

The pure devotees of Vrndavana do not accept
glowworms as bright lights, nor are they dazzled by
the brahmajyoti coming from Krsna’s body. By
Yogamaya'’s arrangement, the ragatmika devotees of
Vraja always see Krsna in His pleasing form as the
youthful son of Nanda. He is indescribably beautiful
and influential, but He is always the object of their
love.

Krsna’s opulence (aisvarya) is present in Vrnda-
vana, but it is covered by His sweetness (madhurya).
If the gopas and gopis were aware of Krsna’s
dazzling effulgence, they would not be able to
approach Him in an intimate way. This was the case
when Krsna showed His effulgence to Arjuna on the
battlefield of Kuruksetra. When Arjuna beheld the
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Universal Form, he said, “Your form is difficult to
see because of its glaring effulgence, spreading on all
sides, like blazing fire or the immeasurable radiance
of the sun.” (Bg. 11.17) He saw Lord Krsna as
“covering all the universe with [His] effulgence,” and
thus he wished to disown his personal friendship
with Krsna, thinking it to be presumptuous: “Please
forgive whatever I may have done in madness or in
love.” (Bg. 11.41) Out of kindness to Arjuna, Krsna
then finished His display of the form of glaring
effulgence (tejo-mayam visvam anantam adyam) and
showed His original two-armed form.

When Krsna does display His effulgence in Vrn-
davana, the devotees tend to discount it, as when
Mother YaSoda overlooked the Vi§va-riipa in
Krsna’s mouth and preferred to embrace Krsna as
her naughty, dependent child. When Krsna’s bodily
effulgence shines like many suns in the sky, the pure
bhaktas do not much appreciate it. In His constant,
normal dealings in Vraja, Krsna displays a different
kind of effulgence. The gopis see Krsna as a trans -
cendental Kamadeva (Cupid) and they are attracted
to His aura of sweetness, not His majestic might.
Thus we hear of the effulgence coming from His
toenails, and the moonlight effulgence from His face,
which is decorated with glittering earrings and His
bright smile. This kind of effulgence does not force



Effulgent 13

one to his knees in fear, but attracts the devotee like
a magnet. We pray to receive His light of love.

The gopis are like mirrors that reflect Krsna’s
bodily luster. Their love creates a competition of
exchange between themselves and Krsna in which
both sides constantly increase and newer pastimes
are generated. In this way, Krsna’s effulgence shines
brighter with love. “The quintessence of Krsna’s
sweet bodily luster is so perfect that there is no
perfection above it. He is the immutable mine of all
transcendental qualities.” (Cc. Madhya 21.117)

“All men and women were accustomed to en-
joying the beauty of the shining face of Krsna, as
well as His shark-like earrings swinging on His
ears.” (Bhag. 9.24.65)

And so it is said that Krsna is light and maya is
darkness. Where there is Krsna, there is no
nescience.



5. Strong

If Sri Krsna were beautiful but not strong, He
would be incomplete. Who would protect us?
Without Krsna and Balarama, the pastimes would
end in disaster when the demons attacked. Sanka-
cuda ran away with all the gopis. Sometimes it so
happens in the world that merry-making is intruded
on by murderers. Peaceful sages cannot meditate
when Dvivida gorilla comes and pollutes their
bhajana-kutirs. Yogis are killed and eaten by rak-
sasas. Ravana plots to kidnap Sita-devi. But Krsna is
baliyan.

“When Krsna killed Aristasura, some of the gopis
said, ‘My dear friends, just see how Krsna has killed
Aristasura! Although he was stronger than a
mountain, Krsna plucked him up just like a piece of
cotton and threw him away without any difficulty!’”
(NOD, Chap. 21, p. 159)

As defined by Parasara Muni, strength is one of
the six opulences of Bhagavan. There are many
strong men, but He who has unlimited power is
Bhagavan. Krsna is so powerful that He does not
have to personally maintain the universes, but

14
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maintains them through His expansions and ener-
gies. “Sometimes we see a picture of Atlas holding
the globe on his shoulders; he seems to be very
tired, holding this great earthly planet. Such an
image should not be entertained in connection with
Krsna’s upholding this created universe.” (Bg. 9.5,
purport)

Krsna can do anything. Any one of His senses can
perform the function of another. He can impregnate
by His glance, and He can accept food simply by
hearing His devotees’ prayers. He can kill whole
armies of demons as many-armed Nrsimhadeva, and
He can understand a devotee’s heart without either
of them ever speaking. But He prefers to play in
Vrndavana with His parents, boyfriends, and
beautiful gopis. When strength is required, then by
His will, everything is performed perfectly and
inconceivably.

If Krsna kicks a demon or punches Kamsa or
Kamsa’s washerman, that is for sport and for the
pleasure of His devotees. Krsna is many-faceted. We
have already heard that He is pleasing and beautiful
to behold. His body is delicate to the touch. But
those who are opposed to Krsna experience His
hard side. They feel His hot, iron-like fist in their
mouths or His strong dancing feet upon their heads.

In Vrndavana, Krsna appears as a young boy, yet
Lord Brahma, the creator of the universe, admits,
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“There is so much difference between Your body
and mine that I cannot estimate the potency of Your
body.” When Krsna was only six years old, He
crushed the hundred-headed serpent, Kaliya, who
had poisoned the Yamuna. Just by Krsna’s jumping
into the Yamuna to fight with Kaliya, the river
overflowed its banks as if something very large had
fallen into it. “This exhibition of Krsna’s strength is
not at all uncommon because He is the reservoir of
all strength.” (Krsna, Chap. 16, p. 156)

Krsna’s strength is spiritual. If He were only
another strong man of this material world, He
would eventually slacken with age and be replaced
by younger, more powerful men. Krsna is not like
that. He is the prowess of all powerful men (tejas
tejasvinam aham). In Bhagavad-gita, Krsna declares,
“I am the strength of the strong.” Prabhupada
writes, “When Krsna was present on earth, no one
could surpass Him in strength. Even in His child-
hood He lifted Govardhana Hill. No one can surpass
Him in cheating, no one can surpass Him in
splendor, no one can surpass Him in victory, no one
can surpass Him in enterprise, and no one can
surpass Him in strength.” (Bg. 10.36, purport)

May Krsna protect us. We are weak in every way.
The strongest among us is a plaything against the
power of maya. We try to control our minds, but it is
as difficult as controlling the wind. We want to be
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renunciates, but we feel weak in the grip of our own
lust. We want to defeat the demons, but sometimes
they defeat us. In all circumstances, we have no
recourse but to seek shelter in all-powerful, all-good
Krsna. The demigods know this well, and whenever
a demon like Hiranyakasipu or Hiranyaksa appears,
they pray to the Lord to please destroy the evil
force. Krsna complies with their prayers, appearing
in the world to rescue the devotees and to destroy
the demons.

In Kali-yuga, it often appears that the devotees
are hopelessly outnumbered and in no position to
fight. Even when they lack physical strength, how-
ever, devotees can appeal to the ultimate power.
Srila Prabhupada writes, “There are two kinds of
strength—daiva and purusakara. Daiva refers to the
strength achieved from the Transcendence, and
purusakara refers to the strength organized by one’s
own intelligence and power. Transcendental power
is always superior to the power of the materialist. . . .
We should fight our enemy to the best of our ability,
but for victory we must depend on the mercy of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.” (Bhag. 9.10.20,
purport)

In this age of quarrel, Lord Caitanya advises that
we fight with the divine weapon of harinama-
sankirtana. “Think of Me and fight,” Krsna tells
Arjuna. Prabhupada has encouraged us, “Go on
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chanting. Be tolerant. You will be victorious. There
is no other way.”

“O my dear devotees of Lord Krsna, may the left
hand of Krsna, which has lifted Govardhana Hill like
a ball, save you from all dangers.”



6. Ever Youthful

Ripa Gosvami tells us that Krspa is most
attractive when He reaches His kaisora (youthful)
age. Similarly, the devotees’ relationships with Krsna
increase in intimacy from servitude, friendship, and
parental love during His childhood and boyhood,
and culminate in conjugal love (madhurya-rasa)
during His youth. Riipa Gosvami states, “Increasing
love is experienced in various tastes, one above
another. But that love which has the highest taste in
the gradual succession of desire manifests itself in
the form of conjugal love.” (BRS 2.5.38, quoted in
Cc. Adi 4.45)

Youthful Krsna as transcendental Cupid (Kama-
deva) displays qualities not found in any other
incarnation of God. He never grows old. He is nava-
yauvanam, ever-fresh. At the same time, God is
described as the oldest. He must be the oldest,
because He existed before creation. All beings
emanate from Him: aham adir hi devanam —*“1 am
the source of all the demigods.” Considering that
God is the oldest, Western theologians and artists
have sometimes shown Him as a bony patriarch with
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a long, white beard. But this is a material, speculative
image of the Supreme Person. For Bhagavan to be
all-powerful, He must be the oldest, yet He must not
become decrepit with age as mortal beings do.
Therefore, Lord Brahma declares that Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, is puranari nava-
yauvanam: He is both the oldest person and He who
always appears as a fresh youth.

The living entities share Sri Krsna’s qualities in
minute proportion. Therefore, we are all unborn,
ever-existing, and not subject to the deterioration of
age. Only when we accept material bodies do we
experience old age and death. In our spiritual forms
we are fit to exchange in full youth with the youthful
son of Nanda Maharaja, but to approach Krsna in
His kaisora form, we have to first purify ourselves of
all material desires and mental speculation. The first
and best bhakti process for achieving this is faithful
hearing of Krsna’s words and pastimes from the
mouths of self-realized, pure devotees. Only from
the pure devotees do we gain conviction to over-
come doubts and take up devotional service as fully
surrendered souls. Only from the pure devotees and
from the §astras they present to us, such as Srimad-
Bhagavatam and The Nectar of Devotion, do we gain
attraction for youthful Krsna.

The Vaisnava kavis sing, “O youthful son of
Nanda (Nanda-kiSora), life after life may I serve
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those devotees who worship Your lotus feet.” May
we never worship any other transcendental object,
such as the impersonal Brahman, or God as Father,
or even Lord Narayana in Vaikuntha. Even if we
cannot attain entrance to Nanda-kiSora’s pastimes
for many, many lifetimes, may we never abandon
our goal. May we always see before us young Krsna
and His young friends in Vrndavana, and may we
serve and please those devotees who exclusively
teach the bhakti path unto Govinda.



7. Wonderful Linguist

It should be no wonder that God can speak all
languages; He is omnipotent. But the residents of
Vrndavana were surprised, “How wonderful it is
that Krsna, who owns the hearts of all the young
girls of Vrajabhiimi, can nicely speak the language of
Vrajabhimi with the gopis, while in Sanskrit He
speaks with the demigods, and in the language of
the animals He can even speak with the cows and
buffalo! Similarly, in the language of the Kashmir
Province, and with the parrots and other birds, as
well as in most common languages, Krsna is so
expressive!” (NOD, Chap. 21, p. 160) He argues
arrogantly with the gopis when He stops them and
demands a tax on their milk as they cross Govar-
dhana Hill. He boasts among the cowherd boys. He
speaks childishly with Nanda Maharaja and Yasoda-
devi. Sometimes He speaks His heart’s love to
Srimati Radharani, and sometimes He covers His
love when He jokes with Her. He warns the demon
Kaliya, “You must immediately leave this place and
go to the ocean. Don’t pollute the waters of the
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Yamuna.” He speaks the Bhagavad-gita and other
discourses when the occasion arises.

Krsna can speak in every language and to every
mentality. As we surrender, He reciprocates. The
best way to speak to Krsna is to approach Him as
His eternal servant. Speak words of love to Him and
He will be inclined to speak words of love to us.

Krsna’s speaking is not ordinary. When Krsna
speaks about bhakti or about Himself, it is aus-
picious for all the worlds. “The devotees will always
worship such authoritative statements of Krsna
because they are always eager to know more and
more about Him. . . . that He is sac-cid-ananda-
vigraha—the eternal form of bliss and knowledge—
that He is transcendental . . . ” (Bg. 4.4 purport)

It is not exactly His expertise in language we
worship, but Krsna Himself. There may be many
expert linguists, but only Krsna can say, “Give up all
religion and surrender to Me. I will rescue you from
all sinful reactions. Don’t be afraid.” Only Krsna can
say, “I am the Supreme. Come to Me. Think of Me
at the time of death. I am telling you this because
you are My dear friend.”

Srila Prabhupada once said that Krsna can speak,
but He doesn’t talk with any nonsense person. He
speaks with His devotees because they are carrying
out His mission in this world. We are not so



Wonderful Linguist 25

qualified, but we can hear Krsna’s talks with His
pure devotees as recorded in our parampara Sastras.

And yes, Krsna speaks wonderfully, elegantly,
humorously, gravely, sweetly, and always according
to time, place, and person. He is also able to sum up
the most complicated concept in an aphorism.

Here are some tidbits spoken either by Krsna or
about Krsna’s speaking:

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead then said:
‘O Brahma, O depth of Vedic wisdom, be neither
depressed nor anxious about the execution of
creation. What you are begging from Me has already
been granted before.”” (Bhag. 3.9.29)

When the Lord assumed the form of Varaha, He
roared like a great mountain. The demigods were
enlivened by His repeated roaring “with His un-
common voice, which echoed in all directions,” and
in response they chanted Vedic hymns (Bhag.
3.13.24-5).

To the four Kumaras: “The Lord’s excellent
speech was difficult to comprehend because of its
momentous import and its most profound signifi-
cance. The sages heard it with wide-open ears and
pondered it as well. But although hearing, they
could not understand what He intended to do.”
(Bhag. 3.16.14) Commenting on this verse, Srila
Prabhupada writes, “No one can surpass the
Supreme Personality of Godhead in speaking.”
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To Prahlada Maharaja, the Lord said, “It does not
matter that you are in the material world. You
should always, continuously, hear the instructions
and messages given by Me and always be absorbed
in thought of Me, for I am the Supersoul existing in
the core of everyone’s heart.” (Bhag. 7.10.13)

In speaking to the gopis after having disappeared
from their midst during the rasa dance, Sri Krsna
said, “. . . kindly excuse Me if I have done anything
wrong. I cannot repay your continual love for Me,
even throughout the lifetimes of the demigods.”
(Krsna, Chap. 31, p. 267)

Krsna’s words are never false (unless He wants to
play with His devotees). His language is profound as
well as ornamented, playful, and filled with love. He
is all-expressive. Let us hear whenever we can from
those who have conversed with Krsna and who
treasure His words. Let us recall and memorize His
words to Arjuna and to His other devotees, such as
Vraja’s cows. Let us learn at least one of His
languages and speak it in order to please Him.

O Krsna, please be pleased with me. In some
future birth, may I hear You speak and my heart
melt with love for You.



8. Truthful

An ordinary person cannot keep his vow, but
Krsna never fails. Therefore, He is called Acyuta,
infallible. Sometimes in His pastimes, Krsna may not
speak so truthfully, but that is just to protect His
devotees or to increase the rasa in His exchanges
with them. He told King Yudhisthira to tell a lie and
say that Asvatthama was dead, but that was to help
His devotees, the Pandavas, to gain victory over
Dronacarya. Knowing that He had a reputation for
being tricky, Krsna told Arjuna, “O son of Kunti,
declare it boldly that My devotee never perishes.”
(Bg. 9.31) Although Arjuna makes the declaration
on Krsna’s behalf, it is Krsna who upholds the truth
of Arjuna’s statement. Thus He is truth personified.

“The demigods prayed: ‘O Lord, You never
deviate from Your vow, which is always perfect
because whatever You decide is perfectly correct
and cannot be stopped by anyone.

“... You are the Supreme Truth. Indeed, unless
one is completely truthful, one cannot achieve Your
favor, which therefore cannot be achieved by
hypocrites.”” ( Bhag. 10.2.26)
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Sometimes Krsna breaks a lesser vow in order to
protect His ultimate vow to always protect His
sincere devotees. Krsna stated that He would not
fight for either side in the battle of Kuruksetra,
although He agreed to become Arjuna’s charioteer.
Bhismadeva forced Krsna to break His promise not
to fight in order to save Arjuna.

We worship Krsna’s promises in Bhagavad-gita.
A devotee has undying faith that Krsna’s words will
always prove true. Lord Krsna promises that if one
thinks of Him at the time of death, “he will attain Me
without doubt.” If one knows the reason for
Krsna’s appearance and activities in this world, he
will not have to be reborn, but will attain the eternal
abode of Krsna (Bg. 4.9).

Krsna also promises that if one offers Him simple
food—a leaf, fruit, or water—with devotion, then “I
will accept it.” Based on these words and the guru’s
assurance, the devotee offers all that he has to
Krsna.

Lord Krsna says, “Always think of Me, become
My devotee, worship Me and offer your homage
unto Me. Thus you will come to Me without fail. I
promise you this because you are My very dear
friend.” (Bg. 18.65) With faith in these words, the
devotee dedicates body, mind, and words, and feels
accepted by Krsna even in this lifetime.
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As the truth personified, Krsna also wants to see
how truthful we are to Him. At initiation, we
promise to avoid illicit sex, intoxication, meat-eating,
and gambling, and to always chant at least sixteen
rounds of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra a day. We
promise before the guru, before the Deity, before
the sacrificial fire, and before the assembled Vais -
navas. Who but a madman would commit perjury
before such witnesses? “So what I have said I will
do—I must do—no matter what the cost.”

Because we are tiny and maya is strong, we may,
in some extreme situation, fail to keep our vow.
Lord Krsna will overlook our failure and still con-
sider us truthful if we are sorry for our falldown and
we take steps to rectify ourselves.

Let us be true and always engage in fulfilling our
obligations to guru and Krsna. Then we can attain
an eternal place at His lotus feet. Unless we can
attain the param-dhama, we will have to continue
revolving in the cycle of birth and death in this world
of untruth. Surrounded as we are by falsity, it will be
difficult to remain truthful even in a moral sense.
Those who pass the test, however, can quit this
world of lies and illusion, and in their own sat
feature (svarapa-siddhi), play with Krsna and His
dearmost friends, who are always true in unalloyed
love for the Supreme Lord.



9. Pleasing Talker, 10. Fluent

“Most important is how the man in Krsna con-
sciousness speaks; for speech is the most important
quality of any man.” (Bg. 2.54, purport) Lord Krsna
says that among the feminine qualities, He is fine
speech (Bg. 10.34). He can speak perfectly on any
occasion, whether to enemies, sages, juniors, or
elders. Someone with a vague conception of God
may think that He doesn’t speak at all, or that He
utters only somber judgments in stuffy, ecclesiastical
language. The Supreme Lord, however, is flexible,
and capable of both strength and delicacy in speech.

Srila Riipa Gosvami states, “A person who can
speak sweetly even with his enemy just to pacify him
is called a pleasing talker.” (NOD, Chap. 21, p. 161)
Krsna spoke nicely to His enemy, Kaliya, after
subduing him: “My dear King of the snakes, al-
though I have given you so much pain, please do not
be dissatisfied with Me.”

Lord Krsna also spoke pleasing words when He
gave a firm but gentle reminder to Brahma that he
had made a mistake in granting boons to Hiranya-
kasipu. “The Personality of Godhead replied: ‘My
dear Lord Brahma, O great lord born from the lotus
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flower, just as it is dangerous to feed milk to a
snake, so it is dangerous to give benedictions to
demons.”” (Bhag. 7.10.30)

After the Lord’s devotee, Bali Maharaja, became
victorious despite Sukracarya s curse, Lord Visnu
questioned Sukricarya in a humble but decisive
manner: “O best of the brahmanas, Sukracarya,
please describe the fault or discrepancy in your
disciple Bali Maharaja, who engaged in performing
sacrifices. This fault will be nullified when judged in
the presence of qualified brahmanas.” (Bhag.
8.23.14)

The quality of fine speech in Krsna indicates that
He is highly cultured, sensitive, and always a person.
He is the greatest and the smallest. To less
developed spiritualists, He may appear as a bright
light or as something symbolic or impersonal, but
beyond His unlimited grandeur is a person who
speaks reasonably and with gravity. He also speaks
lightheartedly with His devotees. He is capable of
speaking directly or indirectly, according to what is
appropriate for a particular pastime.

Lord Krsna will speak to us according to our
relationship with Him. Few of us will be so fortunate
as to immediately talk with Krsna from our present
position. Even Lord Brahma has to meditate on the
shore of the milk ocean and hear from Ksirodaksayi
Visnu within his heart. At the beginning of the
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cosmic manifestation, Brahma heard only two
syllables pronounced from the sky: “ta-pa,” practice
austerity. When Krsna became pleased with him, He
shook hands with Brahma, smiled slightly, and said:
“I wish you good luck. O Brahma, you may ask
from Me . . . all that you may desire.” (Bhag. 2.9.21)

Lord Krsna’s instructions to Brahma are immor-
tal and worthy of meditation. “Brahma, it is I, the
Personality of Godhead, who was existing before
the creation, when there was nothing but Myself.
Nor was there the material nature, the cause of this
creation. That which you see now is also I, the
Personality of Godhead . . . ” (Bhag. 2.9.33)

Srila Prabhupada states that many theologians
talk about God, but unless we realize the Supreme
Person and are able to talk with Him, we are not
advanced in God consciousness. God talks, but not
with rascals, because they demand, “If God comes
before me and talks to me, only then will I believe.”
God talks, but only with His trusted servants.

Lord Krsna’s speeches have been preserved in
the §astra and that is as good as hearing from Him
directly, provided we give the Sastras submissive,
aural reception. “Now hear, O son of Prtha . . . I
shall now declare unto you in full this knowledge . . .
Because you are My very dear friend, I am speaking
to you My supreme instruction . . .” (Bg. 7.1-2,
18.64)
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A doubter may say, “Krsna was speaking to
Arjuna, not to me, and neither was I there when
they spoke.” But Krsna spoke the Bhagavad-gita
through Arjuna, to all souls, for all time. “And I
declare that he who studies this sacred conversation
of ours worships Me by his intelligence.” (Bg. 18.70)
Krsna speaks and His devotees speak back to Him
as loving servants. Whoever listens to these talks
becomes liberated.

Similarly, Lord Krsna’s representative also speaks
pleasing words that give liberation. “That very
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1 shall recite before you be-
cause you are the most sincere devotee of Lord
Krsna. One who gives full attention and respect to
hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam achieves unflinching
faith in the Supreme Lord, the giver of salvation.”
(Bhag.2.1.10)

“O learned brahmana, because of my drinking the
nectar of the message of the infallible Personality of
Godhead, which is flowing down from the ocean of
your speeches, I do not feel any sort of exhaustion
due to my fasting.” (Bhag. 2.8.26)

Let us go on hearing the Lord and His pure
devotees speaking. By serving the pure devotees in
full surrender, and expressing our sincere prayers to
them, we too can become qualified, in some future
birth, to talk with Krsna and thrill at every moment
when we hear His words.



11. Highly Learned,
12. Highly Intelligent, 13. Genius

The Supreme Personality of Godhead does not
receive education from any source. He is eternally
all-knowing, “the self-sufficient philosopher.” But in
His pastimes in this world, He appears within
human society, accepts a mother and father, grows
up, and receives an education. When Krsna went to
Mathura, Vasudeva and Devaki sent both Krsna
and Balarama to the gurukula of Sandipani Muni,
where They mastered all departments of knowledge.

Krsna and Balarama were extraordinary students,
and within sixty-four days, They had learned all the
arts and sciences required in human society. “During
daytime They took lessons on a subject from the
teacher, and by nightfall, after having heard from
the teacher, They were expert in that department of
knowledge.” (Krsna, Chap. 44, p. 358)

When Their education was complete, They of-
fered to reward Their teacher anything he desired.
Knowing Krsna and Balarama’s power, Sandipani
Muni asked Them to return his dead son to him. Sri
Krsna and Balarama retrieved the soul from Yama-
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raja’s kingdom and satisfied Their teacher and his
wife.

Sandipani Muni blessed Them: . whatever
You speak will remain as eternally fresh as the in-
struction of the Vedas. Your teachings will not only
be honored within this universe or in this millen-
nium, but in all places and ages, and will remain
increasingly new and important.” Srila Prabhupada
states that due to this benediction from His teacher,
Lord Krsna’s Bhagavad-gita is ever-fresh and
renowned throughout the universes.

During His manifested pastimes on earth, Lord
Krsna continued to show His proficiency as highly
learned. On the occasion of a sacrificial ceremony
performed by Krsna’s father, Vasudeva, Krsna
spoke to an assembly of respected sages and
ascetics.

[

When the supreme authority, Lord Krsna, was
thus speaking with great gravity, all the sages and
ascetics remained in dead silence. They became
amazed upon hearing Him speak the absolute
philosophy of life in such a concise way. . . . All
those who heard considered the speech of Lord
Krsna for some time, and they concluded that Lord
Krsna was actually the Supreme Personality of
Godhead playing the role of an ordinary human
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being . . . He was assuming this pastime . . . simply
to teach the people in general how they should live
for perfection of the human mission.

—Krsna, Chap. 83, p. 715

Srila Riipa Gosvami’s definition of highly learned
includes “highly educated” and “acting on moral
principles.” This is different than the modern stan-
dard of academic education, where a “brilliant”
teacher is not discredited for his sinful habits.
Krsna’s dealings, however, are always full of kind-
ness and morality. “Because Krsna is all-good, His
dealings with everyone are always good.” (NOD,
Chap. 21, p. 163)

Sri Krsna is also highly intelligent. Ripa Gosvami
defines highly intelligent as possessing sharp mem-
ory and fine discretion. Lord Krsna showed His
discretion in numerous situations, particularly as a
ksatriya dealing with politics, ethics, and inimical
persons. For example, He led the untouchable king,
Kalayavana, into Mucukunda’s cave where he was
burnt to ashes.

As the independent Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Krsna sometimes acts transcendental to
worldly morality, although usually He behaves in
such a way that ordinary people can follow. There-
fore, we have to use our discretion, and take
guidance from superior Vaisnavas, to know when
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Krsna’s behavior is to be followed and when He is
demonstrating that He is the Supreme Controller
and not to be imitated.

In explaining the splrltual nature of Krsna’s
dancing with other men’s wives, Sukadeva Gosvami
reminds us that Lord Krsna is the Supreme Soul
and the gopis are all His internal, spiritual potencies.
When Maharaja Pariksit doubted the morality of
Krsna’s rasa dance, Sukadeva Gosvami explained
how the Supreme Lord’s activities are beyond our
capacity to perform or to judge: “O King, the
Supreme Lord is inexhaustible and immeasurable,
and He is untouched by the material modes because
He is their controller. His personal appearance in
this world is meant for bestowing the highest benefit
on humanity.” (Bhag. 10.29.14)

Sri Krsna is a genius who can refute any op-
position with newer and newer arguments. Ripa
Gosvami illustrates how Krsna did this in the clever
but playful replies He gave in a conversation with
Srimati Radharani. All glories to Sri Krsna’s genius,
which gladdens Srimati Radhika’s heart!

We take pleasure in hearing of Krsna’s many
qualities. Whatever we may learn of His qualities is
only a small sampling of His unlimited personality.
Krsna is the reservoir of all rasa; whatever qualities
we observe in humans or demigods originate and
are complete in Krsna. We should never think that
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Krsna is just one of the many educated geniuses
who have appeared in this world. Krsna is one
without a second. There is no one equal to or
greater than Him.

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is
inconceivably opulent, who is devoid of all material
names, forms and pastimes, and who is all-
pervading, is especially merciful to the devotees who
worship His lotus feet. Thus He exhibits transcen-
dental forms and names with His different pastimes.
May that Supreme Personality of Godhead, whose
form is eternal and full of knowledge and bliss, be
merciful to me.” (Bhag. 6.4.33)



14. Artistic  15. Clever 16. Expert

Krsna is artistic. He dresses beautifully and places
a karnikara flower over His ear. He is not slovenly
or boorish. He speaks, dances, and plays the flute.
All the Vrajavasis are charmed by Krsna’s artistry.

Krsna is the original creator and Lord of the
universe. Sukadeva Gosvami says, “Varieties of
birds are indications of His masterful artistic sense.”
(Bhag. 2.1.36) Srila Prabhupada comments, “His
musical taste, artistic sense and standard intelligence,
which is never fallible, are different signs of His
supreme personality.” A devotee can, therefore,
sense Krsna’s presence everywhere in the material
world.

For example, when we see sunlight in a room in
the morning, we remember the sun and are con-
fident, “The sun is there.” Similarly, when a devotee
sees a tree, he sees Krsna by reference to the
context. “For one who sees Me everywhere and sees
everything in Me, I am never lost, nor is he ever lost
to Me.” (Bg. 6.30) It is only by perverse refusal to
see God that we fail to perceive and appreciate the
Supreme Person every day of our lives. Prabhupada
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writes, “Who is such a fool that he does not want to
be Krsna conscious by this simple method and thus
attain the highest perfectional life of eternity, bliss
and knowledge?” (Bg. 9.26, purport)

Appreciation of Krsna’s qualities leads to the
desire to serve Him, and service is the most conge-
nial form of intimacy with Krsna. “He is so great and
attractive, let me worship Him and serve Him.” We
should not allow ourselves to be left out. His pure
devotees want to include us, and they wander over
the earth “just to turn the face of the bewildered
soul toward Krsna.” He is kind. Therefore, He will
accept our simple offering of a fruit, a leaf, or a
palmful of water.

Krsna is clever. He can do all types of work at
once. When He appears in the world, He Kkills
Kamsa, answers Lord Brahma’s prayers, rewards
Devaki and Vasudeva by becoming their son,
rescues the earth from its burden, gives pleasure to
His entourage, speaks Bhagavad-gita—so many
things at once. As one of the gopis said of Krsna,
« ... He is sitting with different living entities in
different ways, and He is thoroughly enjoying the
situation.” (NOD, Chap. 21, p. 165)

Sri Krsna is also expert. When a devotee worships
Him, He doesn’t reward that devotee with material
desires. The devotee may still be foolish enough to
desire material rewards for his service, but Krsna
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says, “Since I am very intelligent, why should I give
this fool material prosperity? Instead I shall induce
him to take the nectar of the shelter of My lotus feet
and make him forget illusory material enjoyment.”
(Cc. Madhya 22.39)

“O expert Mystic,” the devotees pray, “Your
prowess never deteriorates. You are the proprietor
of the transcendental abode, and You descend to
relieve the distresses of the cows, the brahmanas
and the devotees. . . . You are the almighty God, and
I offer You my respectful obeisances.” (Bhag.
1.8.43)

The conditioned souls display their “expertise” by
avoiding Krsna’s mercy, and His maha-maya is also
expert to keep the conditioned souls entrapped in
the cycle of birth and death. It is an insurmountable
dilemma. A repentant devotee, therefore, recognizes
the Lord as the greatest expert and prays to Krsna
to free him. “O Gopinatha, You are indeed the
wisest person. Please look for a way to bring about
auspiciousness for this fool, and please do not
consider this servant as an outsider.” (“Gopinatha,”
Part 2, verse 8) Krsna cut to pieces all weapons
raised to oppose Him. Certainly He can defeat our
enemies. Krsna appeared at the side of each and
every gopi in the rasa dance. Surely He can come to
us, even though He is occupied in pleasing countless
devotees in the spiritual world.
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O expert Mystic, You have arranged for our
safety by sending Your pure devotee. That was a fit
exhibition of Your prowess. Srila Prabhupada came
to us in Kali-yuga’s capital, New York City. You
disguised him as an elderly man. He magically pulled
us out of the labyrinth of dirty desires by kirtana
and prasadam. By his pleasing ways and formidable
knowledge, he expertly turned us into Your ser-
vants. He was Your expert representative.



17. Grateful 18. Determined
19. Expert Judge of Time and
Circumstance

“Any person who is conscious of his friend’s
beneficent activities and never forgets his service is
called grateful.” (NOD, Chap. 21, p. 166) Lord
Krsna was grateful to Draupadi because while He
was away from her, she cried with folded hands, “He
Govinda!” Krsna states, “This call for Me has put
Me in her debt, and that indebtedness is gradually
increasing in My heart!”

The maha-mantra (Hare Krsna Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna Hare Hare/ Hare Rama Hare Rama, Rama
Rama Hare Hare) is also simply an address to the
Lord and His energy. So to anyone who is con-
stantly engaged in addressing the Lord and His
energy, we can imagine how much the Supreme
Lord is obliged. It is impossible for the Lord to
ever forget such a devotee. It is clearly stated in
this verse that anyone who addresses the Lord
immediately attracts the attention of the Lord, who
always remains obliged to him.

—NOD, Chap. 21, p. 166
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Someone may think that God is not obliged to
anyone. That is true in the sense that God doesn’t
borrow power from anyone. Neither does He need
anyone’s favor. No one can add to His stature by
offering Him gifts. He is never in trouble and never
needs help. By His causeless mercy, however, He is
grateful to His devotees.

Krsna is a person and He has all-attractive quali-
ties. He is strong and hard (“Of punishment I am
the rod of chastisement”), but also soft and grateful
when He is offered anything with devotion. The
Supreme Lord desires that the lost souls, His parts
and parcels, rejoin Him in His eternal pastimes. He
asks us to give up our sinful life of disobedience and
perform devotional service. When a jiva responds to
Krsna’s advice, Krsna is grateful. He is especially
pleased when someone favors His pure devotees
who work on His behalf in this world.

When I make an effort in my chanting of the holy
name, Krsna is grateful. I must have faith in His
reciprocation. I may still be struggling to overcome
the ten offenses, but Krsna is more pleased than
displeased if He sees I am chanting sincerely. Krsna
magnifies whatever good we do. Therefore, we
should not become depressed by our slowness. At
least we should never give up our practices or think
that Krsna doesn’t hear us. He hears everything and
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He is keen to see the good essence in our attempts.
He is bhava-grahi janardana.

It is comforting to meditate on Krsna’s quality of
gratefulness. The pure devotee takes pleasure in
hearing and chanting about the qualities, names, and
forms of Radha and Madhava. “In Him reside . . .
[these and] many other qualities, which are eternally
present and never to be separated from Him.”
(Bhag. 1.16.26-30)

Krsna is determined. The example of the Lord’s
determination given in The Nectar of Devotion
shows His decision to always protect and please His
devotees. When He decided to fetch the parijata
flower from the heavenly planets to please Satya-
bhama, Lord Krsna was undeterred even when
Indra and all his allies tried to defeat Him. Recalling
that victory, Sri Krsna said to Narada, “ . . . declare
to the devotees in general, and to the nondevotees
in particular, that . . . none could make Me break My
promise to My queen.” (NOD, Chap. 21, p. 167)

Krsna makes this promise not only to His favorite
queen, but to all devotees: “O son of Kunti, declare
it boldly that My devotee never perishes.” (Bg. 9.31)
Let us not be faithless or forgetful of Krsna’s
promise. Let us respond with gratitude. We have
such a dear and grateful Supreme Personality of
Godhead to serve; surely His service deserves our
utmost determination. “Krsna, I shall never desert
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You. By Your grace, I will always be resolute in
service to my spiritual master. If by some trick of
maya 1 am diverted, I will use all my powers to get
back on track. Please keep me in Your care.”

Krsna is also an expert judge of time and circum-
stance. If God were simply all-powerful and had no
tact or consideration, He could push His programs
through with no care for time or circumstance.
Ruthless dictators act like this. Their only criteria is
to fulfill their own desires. Krsna responds to a
situation by looking for the most satisfaction for
Himself and His devotees. If necessary, He can
adjust the circumstances to make them more favor-
able, or He can make the inauspicious time aus-
picious by His own will.

For example, as the yuga-avatara, the Lord intro-
duced a system of religion appropriate for the age.
Kali-yuga is a bad age. People’s life duration is short
and they are always disturbed. Judging these circum-
stances, He appeared as the most merciful Lord
Caitanya and granted a dispensation: in the age of
Kali people can attain the highest goal, love of God,
simply by chanting His holy names.

When Krsna appeared in Mathura, the moon was
waning. Because taking birth during a waning moon
is considered inauspicious, He arranged for the full
moon to accompany His appearance. He also took
advantage of the full moon night in autumn, in the
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best place in the universe, Vrndavana, to enact His
rasa dance with the most beautiful girls, the gopis.
All this was arranged by His maidservants, Yoga-
maya and Vrnda-devi, but ultimately, the arrange-
ment is under the Lord’s control.

Since Krsna is so grateful and considerate of
persons and situations, we should be that way also,
as His servants. We should appreciate Krsna’s
efforts to save conditioned souls. He has done
everything possible to bring us out of the suffering
of material life. We should not be dull or unmindful.
After all, we have the same qualities as Krsna, if only
in minute proportion. Therefore, we want to live
gratefully, with determination, with sensitivity to
Krsna’s arrangements, and be always active in His
service.



20. Seer by the Authority of the Scriptures

The Nectar of Devotion reminds us that Sri Krsna
cited the Vedanta-sitra as authority while making
His arguments to Arjuna. Also, when Lord Krsna
appeared as His pure devotee, Lord Caitanya, He
exemplified the tattva-darsi, the one who sees the
truth through the scriptures. Prabhupada calls Lord
Caitanya the ideal preacher of Srimad- Bhagavatam

Lord Caitanya was constantly immersed in recit-
ing Slokas and tasting their meanings with His
devotees or preaching to the nondevotees and im-
personalists. Lord Caitanya is Krsna Himself, but
when He wants to express the mellows of pure love,
or when He wants to defeat Mayavada philosophy,
He turns to the perfect statements given in the
sastra. When Lord Caitanya taught Sanatana
Gosvami, Sanatana asked Him to give explanatlons
of the atmarama verse of Srimad-Bhagavatam.”

* atmaramas ca munayo, nirgrantha apy urukrame/
kurvanty ahaitukim bhaktim, ittham-bhiita-guno harih

All different varieties of atmaramas (those who take
pleasure in atma, or spirit self), especially those established on
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Lord Caitanya gave so many brilliant expositions
on that verse that Sanatana fell at His feet and
declared that Lord Caitanya was that same Nara-
yana who had originally breathed forth the Vedas.
Lord Caitanya rephed “Why are you praising Me?
You should praise the Srtmad-Bhagavatam ” Thus
we see that the Lord wanted to deflect praise from
Himself and have us see the amazing truth of the
Sastra itself. Therefore, if Krsna quotes the scrip-
tures, it does not mean that His knowledge is
incomplete or that He is disqualified in any way.

When Lord Caitanya felt separation from Krsna
in the mood of Srimati Radharani, He quoted the
words of the gopis from Srzmad-Bhagavatam and
other $astras. In this way, He taught us that we
never depart from the Sastras even when we
experience the most personal and intense ecstasies
of spiritual life.

Rather, if we do depart from the Sastras, we
become a disturbance to the society of devotees.
The Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu  states, Sruti-smrti-
puranadi-paricaratra-vidhirm vina . . . “Devotional
service to the Lord that ignores the authorized

the path of self-realization, though freed from all kinds of
material bondage, desire to render unalloyed devotional
service unto the Personality of Godhead. This means that the
Lord possesses transcendental qualities and therefore can
attract everyone, including liberated souls. ( Bhag. 1.7.10)
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Vedic literatures like the Upanisads, Puranas,
Narada-Paricaratra, etc., is simply an unnecessary
disturbance in society.” (BRS, 1.2.101)

It’s no wonder that Krsna sees through the scrip-
tures because the scriptures are compiled by Him in
His literary incarnation as Srila Vyasadeva. Krsna
and Vyasa collaborate to put the eternal Vedic
truths into the Sanskrit verses we know as the sruti,
and their different supplementary forms of smrti. If
Krsna comes in different incarnations aside from
Vyasa and speaks what He has already spoken in
that form, that does not make Him a mere student
of scripture. The scriptures are nondifferent from
Krsna. Krsna is bhagavata in person and the
scriptures are bhagavata in literary form.

Our seeing through the eyes of sastra is different
than Krsna’s seeing. We have no other way to see
perfectly. Therefore, the Srzmad-Bhagavatam de-
clares that those who want to see the light in this
dark age of Kali must receive the brilliant light of
Srimad-Bhagavatam.

When we see through the sastra, we see ourselves
as unique individuals. We are one of Krsna’s many
servitors in the spiritual world, and to recover that
eternal identity, we must understand who we are in
the generic sense: we are eternal spirit souls. Krsna
teaches this point right from the beginning of
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Bhagavad-gita, and what He teaches Arjuna applies
to each of us.

So it goes as we continue to be students of the
Bhagavatam, starting with Sraddha and continuing
to prema. For one who never departs from the
sastric truths, those truths will lead him to the higher
levels of personal and free expression of love for the
Lord. Seeing through the scriptures, therefore, is
real seeing. Everything else is hallucination.



21. Pure

In the beginning of The Nectar of Devotion, we
read about the six characteristics of bhakti. One of
them is the purity of devotional service. We learn
how devotional service is so pure that it can banish
all sins without having to perform separate atone-
ment. Bhakti is so pure that people who are born
and raised in sinful conditions can become washed
of all bad habits. In other words, purity means
potency. Krsna conscious purity is not a minor form
of cleanliness or a neutral attribute; it is a purity so
forceful that it can drive out all contamination.
Ultimately, that purity is Krsna. If bhakti is pure,
and bhakti means the method of devotional service,
then certainly Lord Krsna is the supreme pure.
Unless we become pure, we cannot know Him.

According to the philosophy of the Absolute
Truth, Krsna’s name is as good as Krsna in person.
His name is the most merciful, most accessible form
of the Lord. We can avail ourselves of the potency
of Krsna’s purity by chanting His holy names.
However, everything has stages. That is, our perfor-
mance has to become pure. The three stages of
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chanting are offensive, clearing of offenses, and
pure. Pure chanting, Suddha-ndma, is the full
potency that delivers us to pure love of God.

In explaining the Brahma-sambhita, Prabhupada
says that Krsna can actually be seen. He is not
formless. The only qualification we need to be able
to see Him is premarijana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena,
that our eyes are anointed with the salve of love of
God. We have to be free from sense gratification
and mental speculation. These two big impurities are
sometimes referred to as bhukti and mukti, the two
witches or pots of poison.

Sense gratification and mental speculation bring
us into a relationship with the material body. That is
another definition of impurity. Krsna consciousness
offers a series of purifications—by sarmiskara, by
initiation, by acamana, and especially by the chanting
of the Hare Krsna mantra, which purifies us of
doubt, fear, and other anarthas. Lord Caitanya says
that the chanting acts to cleanse the mirror of the
mind: ceto-darpana-marjanam bhava-maha-davagni-
nirvapanam.

Krsna Himself is so pure that if anyone
approaches Him with impurity, He is never affected.
He always accepts the good in our actions, even if
we act to kill Him as Patana did. Krsna was not only
just in His treatment of Patana, but He recognized
her as one of His nurses and gave her liberation in
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Goloka Vrndavana. Therefore, who should we
worship but Krsna, the all-merciful Lord?

Krsna’s purity is also shown by His ability to enter
into the heart of all living entities as the Supersoul.
When Krsna is in the heart of a hog, He doesn’t
become compromised or dirty by the hog’s activities.
He remains transcendental, although He is appar-
ently associated with that spirit soul residing in a
lower species.

Krsna is never corrupt. In the material world, we
say that power corrupts and absolute power cor-
rupts absolutely. It is human frailty to cheat and
misuse power. One may think, therefore, that purity
and power are at opposite poles. One can “afford”
to be pure if he has nothing to lose, but if we
provide him with wealth, he will fall prey to greed
and ambition.

In Krsna, however, these two qualities exist
harmoniously and infinitely. Whatever Krsna does is
good and pure. He is pure power and pure mercy.
Even if He becomes angry, His anger is also pure—
always transcendental and for the good of all souls.

Of course, we are mentioning all these qualities as
a way to glorify the personhood of the Lord, the
Personality of Godhead. We wish to defeat the
Mayavada conception of the Absolute. Yet Krsna is
also impersonal. It is not that He is only personal.
He is the pure light, the pure land, the brahmajyoti.
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For those who wish to see Krsna only as purity in
terms of pure force or pure light, Krsna appears in
these ways. However, as the Bhagavad-gita states,
the pure light of Brahman is an emanation from
Krsna in His personal form. Krsna’s being a person
is not an impurity because everything about Him is
perfect. His purity is not one-sided or composed
only of impersonal light. Rather, all varieties of
emotion and activities reside in and emanate from
Him. His purity is accepted as incomprehensible,
and then relished as such by the devotees. The
nondevotees and demons choose to see Him in fear.



22. Self-controlled

Krsna’s self-control is exemplified by the fact that
He has thousands of beautiful wives and yet remains
unagitated. Krsna is Hrsikesa, the master of the
senses. “All the sixteen thousand wives of Krsna
were so exquisitely beautiful that their smiling and
shyness were able to captivate the minds of great
demigods like Lord Siva. But still they could not
even agitate the mind of Krsna, in spite of their
attractive feminine behavior.” (NOD, Chap. 21, p.
169)

Bhismadeva offers similar praise to Krsna during
Yudbhisthira’s rajasiya sacrifice. Bhismadeva said, “I
am a brahmacari, but if I were to associate with all
the beautiful gopis the way Krsna did, I would not
be able to keep my brahmacari status. However,
Krsna is always with the gopis in the rasa dance and
other situations, but He does not become un-
controlled.”

It is obvious that the Supreme Lord should be
able to control His senses. All universes depend
upon His steadiness and infallibility. If Krsna were
not in control, how could He be God? In fact, this is
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the main doubt of the agnostics. Their minds cannot
accommodate the concept of a Supreme Controller.
Because they measure the cosmic manifestation
against their own limited experiences, and because
they have no experience of a Supreme Controller,
they think no one is able to have complete control.

In the material world, no one has control over
.their birth or the identity of their parents. We are
simply dumped into our mother’s womb and then
out into the world to engage in whatever activities
we must engage in according to our karma. No one
is ever able to gain complete control over their lives.
Therefore, our mind boggles when we try to con-
template a Supreme Controller. We may concede
that some God or some powerful being has some
control, but how can He have all control?

If we use clear reason, however, we will see that
control is actually being exerted over everything.
The seasons are controlled, the movement of the
sun and ocean tides are controlled, and the time of
death is controlled. Due to our limited vision, we
may not be able to understand the identity of the
controller, but the sastra can give us that infor-
mation.

When we hear that the Supreme Controller is a
person and that He can control His own senses, that
shouldn’t sound astonishing. Krsna controls every-
one and everything; certainly He can control Him-
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self. For a conditioned soul to gain control over his
senses usually means imposing rules and regulations
and accepting various austerities. Krsna does not
need to follow any restrictions or regulations to gain
self-control. He is naturally and sublimely self-
controlled.

Sometimes Krsna appears to be out of control
when He becomes attracted to His pure devotees’
loving dealings. He appears to submit to bhakti
when rendered by a pure devotee. Therefore, al-
though Krsna is called ajita, the unconquerable, it is
said that He becomes conquered by the love of His
devotees.

However, bhakti is also within Krsna’s control.
Krsna gives the supreme control to bhakti, and
bhakti serves Him by sometimes appearing to
control Him through the beauty of His pure devo-
tees’ service to Him. Therefore, when we say that
Krsna is self-controlled, we shouldn’t think of Him
as a neophyte devotee straining to avoid sinful ac-
tivity, or who only remains self-controlled under the
strictures of §astra and the watchful eyes of a master.
Krsna’s self-control is part of the ecstatic flow of His
activities. He is such a nice Supreme Personality of
Godhead that He does not act randomly, under the
control of His own passions, but everything is done
beautifully.
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Krsna is unfailing in whatever He does. Self-
control is just one example. The astounding thing is
not that Krsna controls His senses, but that He is a
person. His personhood is the transcendental fact
which is asserted and glorified in all the scriptures.

O Sanatana, please hear about the eternal form of
Lord Krsna. He is the Absolute Truth, devoid of
duality but present in Vrndavana as the son of
Nanda Maharaja. Krsna is the original source of
everything and the sum total of everything. He
appears as the supreme youth, and His whole body
is composed of spiritual bliss. He is the shelter of
everything and master of everyone. The original
Supreme Personality of Godhead is Krsna. His
original name is Govinda. He is full of all opu-
lences, and His eternal abode is known as Goloka
Vrndavana.

—Cc. Madhya 20.152-3, 155



23. Steadfast

The Nectar of Devotion defines steadfast as “a
person who continues to work until his desired goal
is achieved.” The Collins English dictionary defines
steadfast as referring especially to a person’s gaze
when “fixed in intensity or direction.”

Krsna is steadfast in seeking out Jambavan, who
was hiding in his cave. Although many people ap-
proached the tunnel leading to Jambavan’s cave with
Krsna, Krsna entered the tunnel alone. The people
from Dvaraka waited outside for twelve days, but
they returned to Dvaraka before Krsna reappeared.
Krsna stayed and fought alone for twenty-eight
days, and in the end, defeated Jambavan. Of course,
Lord Krsna could have accomplished all this in a
minute, but He enjoyed His pastime of endurance
and combat with His devotee, Jambavan.

Lord Krsna fixed His steadfast gaze on many
demons, such as Aristasura, who came to fight with
Him. The Lord also told Arjuna to be steadfast
before his enemies, the Kurus, in the battle of Kuru-
ksetra. Arjuna asked Krsna to drive the chariot
between the two armies so that he could see with
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whom he had to fight that day, but when Arjuna
turned away from the battle, Krsna said, “My dear
Arjuna, how have these impurities come upon you?
They are not at all befitting a man who knows the
value of life.”

As conditioned souls, we waiver and want to
abandon our purposes after a little endeavor. We
have to pray to Krsna for the strength to endure in
our lives and to continue practicing devotional ser-
vice. After being trained in Krsna consciousness and
having our eyes fixed on the goal, maya may attempt
to divert us. Whatever the reason may be to give up
our steadfastness, it is petty and should not turn us
away from Lord Krspa’s devotional service. We
need bala, strength, to remain fixed. Even if we fail
to take Krsna’s help, Krsna will remain loyal to His
vow never to abandon us. He will wait for us and
present us with opportunities to return to Him.
Krsna is not a quitter and we shouldn’t be either.

When Krsna stole the clothes of the unmarried
gopis, He showed steadfastness in another context.
The gopis pleaded with Him, and then threatened
Him, not to persist in this joke, but “when the gopis
saw that Krsna was strong and determined,” they
had to surrender to His will.

Steadfastness is our qualification for attaining
Krsna consciousness. Maya’s test is to see whether
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we are worthy to be with Krsna. If we don’t practice
steadfastness in earnest, then we will fall away.

Lord Krsna always tolerates our failings. We are
absorbed in our own struggle and we don’t always
appreciate how steadfast the Lord is. Even when we
turn our back on Him, He remains our best well-
wisher. We are fickle. Actually, our inattention to
Krsna is insulting, such as when we chant the holy
names inattentively. But Lord Krsna is steadfast and
sends us the spiritual master, and He continues to
see the good in whatever we do. Even if we chant
many rounds without attention, if finally we chant
one Hare Krspa mantra with devotion, Krsna
immediately accepts our surrender. He is our best
well-wisher.



24. Forbearing

The Nectar of Devotion gives this single example
of Lord Krsna’s tolerating austerities as a student in
gurukula: “When Krsna was residing at the place of
His spiritual master, He did not mind taking all
troubles in rendering service to His guru, although
His body was very soft and delicate.” The Lord
recalled His gurukula days fondly in later years
when He met His old schoolmate, Sudama. They
both agreed that their spiritual master had not been
cruel, but had trained them.

Srila Prabhupada also explains that if a student is
not called to eat, he should fast rather than push
himself forward and demand food. How hard it is
not to step forward and ask for what we consider
our due. Even if we manage to stay in the back-
ground, we grumble and complain when we are not
recognized.

Lord Caitanya compared forbearance to the
nature of a tree. A tree does not complain if it is not
watered or even if it is cut down. Despite neglect
and ill treatment, a tree continues to produce fruits
and flowers for others.
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Krsna consciousness means following the Bhaga-
vatam verse, tat te ‘nukampam su-samiksamano . Any
trouble that we encounter in our lives is actually
only a token of what we deserve according to our
karma. A devotee not only endures life’s reverses,
but offers heartfelt obeisances to Krsna, confident
that He will eventually take him back to Godhead.

Srila Ripa Gosvami coupled enthusiasm with
patience as the first two items of auspiciousness in
bhakti. Patience is almost synonymous with forbear-
ance. It is important that devotees work to attain
both these qualities. We should do the best we can,
always be enthusiastic even about small gains, and
patiently wait for Krsna’s mercy.

By remembering Krsna’s pastimes, we can gain
strength from His perfect example in our own times
of stress. When we need forbearance, for example,
we can remember Krsna’s life at gurukula, how He
went hand in hand with Sudama into the forest, how
they were overtaken by the storm, and how they
stayed alone all night in the flooding waters, faithful
to the order of their spiritual master. Krsna’s
pastimes can thus provide inspiration in our own
Krsna consciousness.

It may seem odd to us to think of God as having
to be patient or to endure difficult times. One may
ask, “Why doesn’t Krsna simply overcome the op-
position?” But these pastimes are in Krsna’s nara-
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lila. Sometimes Krsna is impatient, such as when He
demands His mother’s breast milk.

Similarly, Krsna is never harried by the demons
who attack Him. Sometimes He takes His time in
dispatching them, and sometimes He kills them
immediately. He is not afraid. When Indra poured
rain on the residents of Vrndavana during the
Govardhana-lila, the Lord was forbearing. He was
able to humiliate Indra in a way that did not seri-
ously damage the demigod’s prestige or endanger
his life. Whatever Krsna does is perfect. Therefore,
Krsna’s devotees live lives of endurance and for-
bearance and are always confident that Krsna will
triumph in the end.



25. Forgiving

Riipa Gosvami defines a forgiving person as “a
person who can tolerate all kinds of offenses from
the opposite party.” Lord Krsna tolerated SiSupala’s
blasphemy. “Sri Yamunacarya further says in his
prayer that the forgiving power of Lord Krsna is
even greater than that of Lord Ramacandra, because
Sisupala was always in the habit of insulting Krsna—
not only in one lifetime, but continually throughout
three lives. Still, Krsna was so kind that He gave
Sisupala the salvation of merging into His existence.”
(NOD, Chap. 21, p. 171)

Krsna is the supreme father. He loves all living
entities. He is confident, secure, and filled with well-
being. This is the basis of His forgiving nature. In
turn, Lord Krsna will be pleased with us if we are
forgiving toward others. In the Bhagavad-gita,
Krsna says that forgiveness as well as intelligence,
knowledge, truthfulness, fearlessness, nonviolence,
and austerity—*“all these various qualities of living
beings are created by Me alone.” (Bg. 10.5) To
attain forgiveness, therefore, is to triumph in saintly
behavior. Canakya Pandita describes forgiveness as
a sadhu’s chief quality. Maharaja Ambarisa exempli-
fied this forgiveness by showing mercy to Durvasa
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Muni, even though Durvasa tried to kill him. Simi-
larly, Lord Nityananda forgave Jagai and Madhai.

Lord Krsna sets the standard for a devotee’s
forgiveness. He insists that since we want Him to
forgive us, we should first of all be forgiving toward
others. A saintly person forgives not only his own
family members, but his enemies. (Krsna is so kind
to His enemies that He grants them liberation.)
Prabhupada reminded us that Jesus Christ asked
God to forgive the ignorance of those who crucified
him. Christ gave his followers the following words in
the “Lord’s Prayer”: “Forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us.”

A good way to demonstrate forgiveness is to
continue to give people Krsna consciousness despite
their ingratitude. This is the preacher’s mood.
Although there are so many reasons why we may
want to reject the nondevotees, a devotee displays
forgiveness by continuing to preach.

Forgiveness requires honesty and humility. We
have to first be honest enough to admit that we
ourselves are offenders and in need of forgiveness.
In humility, we pray to be forgiven by the Supreme
Lord. We know that we should be punished for our
misbehavior and offenses and for whatever inten-
tional and unintentional violence we may commit
toward other living beings. We hope the Lord will
forgive us as we attempt to rectify ourselves. As we
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expect the Lord’s kindness, we should be kind to
others for their intentional or unintentional violence
against us.



26. Grave

“A person who does not express his mind to
everyone, or whose mental activity and plan of
action are very difficult to understand, is called
grave.” Even in the conditioned state, people can
possess gravity. They don’t attain gravity by prac-
ticing virtue, but as karma from their past lives. Srila
Prabhupada sometimes refers to the psycho-physical
nature by which one person will be inclined to
brahminical life and another to administration.
These qualities are often displayed even in child-
hood and are part of a person’s conditioned nature.

Whether a devotee possesses the quality of grav-
ity or not, all devotees should aspire for it. For
example, simply because we are in the company of
people speaking prajalpa doesn’t mean we have to
waste our time in a similar way. If someone laughs,
we don’t have to laugh with them. If someone cries,
we don’t have to cry with them. To possess gravity
means to keep our central focus deep. Surface
exchanges or irritations won’t make us lose that
focus.

70



Grave 71

If we are not grave, but are susceptible to others’
influence, we should be careful to associate with
persons who possess gravity, purity, forgiveness,
and other devotional qualities.

Sri Krsna cannot be carried away by the whims of
another, nor can His inner meanings be immediately
understood. Lord Krsna does not allow most people
to know Him: “I am covered by the curtain of
Yogamaya, and therefore the fools of this world do
not know Me.”

When a devotee is fortunate enough to see the
Lord, then he or she is awe-struck by the Supreme
Lord’s inconceivable beauty and gravity. When the
four Kumaras met Lord Visnu in Vaikuntha, He
spoke to them at length and in excellent words, yet
they could not fathom His meaning or being. Srila
Prabhupada writes:

The sages tried with wide-open ears to understand
the words from the lips of the Supreme Lord, but
although His speech was very concise and mean-
ingful, the sages could not completely comprehend
what He was saying. They could not even com-
prehend the purport of the speech or what the
Supreme Lord wanted to do. Nor could they
understand whether the Lord was angry or pleased
with them.

—Bhag. 3.16.14, purport
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Krsna’s gravity does not preclude His ability to be
lighthearted and accessible to His pure devotees.
When He played in His childhood 4/, Krsna’s par-
ents and elders thought they knew His mind—He
wanted milk or to be patted or to play with the cows
and cowherd boys. That is the power of Yogamaya.
When He desires to hide His purposes, however,
then even Lord Balarama cannot know His mind.

The Nectar of Devotion states: “Krsna was always
very silent about His love affairs with Radharani, so
much so that Baladeva, Krsna’s elder brother and
constant companion, could not understand the
transformations of Krsna on account of His gravity.”
(p-171) )

We who met Krsna’s dear devotee, Srila Prabhu-
pada, know that he displayed such gravity that we
never knew what he was thinking, even though he
was often candid, childlike, and open. Thus it is said,
vaisnavera kriya mudra vijiie na bujhaya, “One
should not try to understand the mind of the Vais-
nava.” We can be satisfied and happy to know that
the Supreme Lord and His pure devotee are ulti-
mately unknown to us—unless they wish to reveal
themselves out of their causeless mercy.



27. Self-satisfied

“A person who is fully satisfied in himself, with -
out any hankering, and who is not agitated even in
the presence of serious cause for distress, is called
self-satisfied.” The Bhagavatam states: “All different
varieties of atmaramas [those who take pleasure in
atma, or spirit self], especially those established on
the path of self-realization, though freed from all
kinds of material bondage, desire to render unal-
loyed devotional service unto the Personality of
Godhead. This means that the Lord possesses trans-
cendental qualities and therefore can attract every-
one, including liberated souls.” (Bhag. 1.7.10) This
proves that Lord Krsna’s name, form, and qualities
have nothing to do with the material modes of
nature. Krsna attracts everyone from all different
points of view, whether they be atmarama sages or
whatever.

Similarly, the young cowherd damsels were at-
tracted by the bodily features of the Lord, and
Rukmini was attracted by hearing about the glories
of the Lord. Lord Krsna attracts even the mind of
the goddess of fortune. He attracts, in special cases,
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the minds of all young girls. He attracts the minds
of the elderly ladies by paternal affection. He
attracts the mind of the male in the humors of
servitude and friendship.

—Bhag. 1.7.10, purport

Because Krsna contains everything within Him-
self, He never tries to take credit for His activities
and is never disturbed or threatened. Krsna was
glad to give Arjuna the credit for being victorious on
the battlefield of Kuruksetra, and He gave credit to
Bhima for killing Jarasandha.

Lord Krsna’s apparent hankering for affection
from His parents, cowherd boyfriends, and gopis,
are all brilliant displays of His loving dealings. They
do not indicate that Krsna is incomplete in Himself.
When the gopis wanted to dance with Krsna in the
autumn night, Krsna disappeared from their pres-
ence and thus they lamented for Him with their
beautiful songs known as the “Gopi-gita.” When
Krsna reappeared to them, they then criticized Him
in a loving way and asked Him to tell them His
opinion about worthy lovers. They described three
kinds of persons, “one class simply receives, another
class reciprocates favorably, even if a lover is very
contrary, and a third class neither acts contrary nor
answers favorably in dealings of love. Out of these
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three classes, which do You prefer or which do You
call honest?”

Lord Krsna then described Himself in terms of
those three classes. He said He was not like a
merchant who reciprocates only to get sense
gratification. He said He preferred the second class
who love in spite of the opposite party’s contrari-
ness, because at least they have some tinge of love -
beyond the mercantile exchange. As for the third
class, those who neither reciprocate with nor neglect
their lovers, Krsna said they can be further divided
into two classes. “One is the self-satisfied, who does
not require anyone’s love. They are called atrmarama,
which means they are absorbed in the thought of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead and do not
care whether one loves them or not.” The other
class who don’t care are ungrateful. )

Then Lord Krsna described Himself. Srila Pra-
bhupada writes in his Krsna book: “In answer,
Krsna said that He, as the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, is self-satisfied. He does not require
anyone’s love, but at the same time, He said that He
is not ungrateful.” Lord Krsna then went on to tell
the gopis that they should not be aggrieved by His
disappearing from them. He left them just to in-
crease their love for Him. Thus Krsna is self-
satisfied, but deeply moved and always reciprocal
with the love offered to Him by His devotees.



28. Possessing Equilibrium

Krsna is not partialand does not favor one group
over another. In the material world, politics means
gaining allies in order to strengthen our own posi-
tion. When canvassing for allies, we naturally create
enemies, whom we then have to curb in some way.
We favor or disapprove of a person or cause based
on fear, sense gratification, or idealistic dedication.
Even what passes for altruism in this world is
incomplete unless linked with God consciousness.

Sometimes people pretend to have attained equi-
librium because it appears to be a desirable quality.
People admire balance and impartiality in others and
consider it a sign of saintliness or wisdom. Often
what happens, however, is that when the pre-
tender’s selfish interests are threatened, his true
colors are revealed and his impartiality falls apart in
anger or selfishness.

The Nectar of Devotion glorifies Lord Krsna for
possessing equilibrium. The prayers of Kaliya’s
wives are cited because although Kaliya was such an
offender and the Lord punished him, yet the chas -
tisement purified the serpent.
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O dear Lord, You are equal to everyone. For You
there is no distinction between Your sons, friends
or enemies. Therefore the punishment which You
have so kindly offered to Kaliya is exactly befitting.
O Lord, You have descended especially for the
purpose of annihilating all kinds of disturbing
elements within the world, and because You are
the Absolute Truth, there is no difference between
Your mercy and punishment. We think, therefore,
that this apparent punishment to Kaliya is actually
some benediction. We consider that Your punish-
ment is Your great mercy upon us because when
You punish someone it is to be understood that
the reactions of his sinful activities are eradicated.
—KTrsna, Chap. 16, pp. 159-60

They then asked the Lord to go even further in
His impartiality by sparing their husband from
further punishment.

The Nectar of Devotion offers another prayer in
which Lord Krsna is praised for His impartiality. “If
anyone finds any partiality in Your characteristics,
he is surely mistaken.” The Lord Himself directly
asserts this in the Bhagavad-gita verse, samo ’ham
sarva-bhiitesu, “I envy no one, nor am I partial to
anyone. I am equal to all.” (Bg. 9.29) In the same
verse, Krsna goes on to say, “But whoever renders
service unto Me in devotion is a friend, is in Me, and
I am also a friend to him.”
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Srila Prabhupada explains how Krsna can be
impartial and yet take special interest in His
devotees. Srila Prabhupada writes, “. . . this is not
discrimination; it is natural.” Just as a charitable man
is kind to all and yet has a special interest in his
children, so Krsna takes a special interest in His
devotees. Everyone is Lord Krsna’s child, but those
who come forward to claim their loving relationship
with Him receive His special blessings.

Anyone can qualify to become Krsna’s dear
friend. It is not predetermined by birth or any other
karmic condition. Whoever responds to the Lord’s
entreaties through the scripture, through the
sadhus, or through the guru, can become Krsna
conscious and qualified to reciprocate with Krsna in
love. The Nagapatnis confirm, “Every living being
can be relieved of all kinds of despair if he agrees to
abide by Your orders.” Thus when Krsna is partial
to the devotees, it is also a kind of impartial par-
tiality. Ye yatha mam prapadyante, “As all surrender
unto Me, I reward them accordingly. Everyone
follows My path in all respects, O son of Prtha.” (Bg.
4.11)

In the purport to that verse, Srila Prabhupada
writes, “. . . Krsna is the object of everyone’s real-
ization, and thus anyone and everyone is satisfied
according to one’s desire to have Him. In the
transcendental world also, Krsna reciprocates with
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His pure devotees in the transcendental attitude,
just as the devotee wants Him. One devotee may
want Krsna as supreme master, another as his
personal friend, another as his son, and still another
as his lover. Krsna rewards all the devotees equally,
according to their different intensities of love for
Him.”

Since Krsna is impartial and His exchanges are
always for everyone’s good, whether they be pure
devotees or ill-motivated, everyone is advised to
take shelter of this all-powerful and impartial
Supreme Lord. “A person who has broader intel-
ligence, whether he be full of all material desire, or
desiring liberation, must by all means worship the
supreme whole, the Personality of Godhead.”
(Bhag.2.3.10)



29. Magnanimous
30. Religious 31. Heroic

When Sri Krsna lived in Dvaraka, He lived in
16,108 palaces with His 16,108 queens. Every day,
from each of these palaces, He gave 13,054 cows in
charity. This is a sample of the Lord’s magnanimity.
A magnanimous person isn’t stingy with what he
has—his life, wealth, and intelligence—but he gives it
to others. Ripa Gosvami prayed to the Supreme
Lord, Caitanya Mahaprabhu, with the words namo
maha-vadanyaya, “the most magnanimous of all
persons,” because Lord Caitanya gave freely what
no other incarnation of Godhead has given before:
krsna-prema. He gave it by the process of hari-nama
sankirtana.

Following these examples, the devotees of Lord
Krsna are not miserly. They are mahatmas, broad -
minded persons who wish to benefit others. We
become broad-minded by being magnanimous with
ourselves. We have to first give ourselves Krsna
consciousness before we can give it to others: apani
acari’ prabhu jivera Sikhaya. “Perfect yourself,” Lord
Caitanya instructed, “and then teach others.” This
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was also Srila Prabhupada’s teaching to his disciples,
who on his behalf, were distributing Krsna con -
sciousness all over the world.

Similarly, a religious person practices his religion
honestly and gives what he has realized to others.
Among the six duties of a brahmana, the first three
are to study the scriptures, to perform sacrifice
(yajiia), and to live by receiving charity. The last
three duties are to teach scripture, perform yajfia for
the benefit of others, and to give in charity.

Krsna is the enunciator of religion (dharma). He
is the staunch opponent of irreligion. “To deliver the
pious and to annihilate the miscreants, as well as to
reestablish the principles of religion, I Myself ap-
pear, millennium after millennium.” (Bg. 4.8) Unless
a society practices dharma, at least in a preliminary
form, it is not human or civilized. Srila Prabhupada
was a champion of dharma in the modern age. He
strongly denounced irreligion and sinful behavior in
the so-called civilized countries of the world. He
offered the means to practice religion from the first
steps of reform up to the practice of pure bhakti-
yoga.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam refuses to call anything
less than pure bhakti religion. Dharmah projjhita-
kaitavo . . . Only the highest truth, pure love of God,
deserves to be called pure and unmotivated religion.
The goal of this pure religion is to love the Supreme
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Personality of Godhead. Therefore, another term
for bhakti is bhagavata-dharma, devotional service
unto Bhagavan, Sri Krsna. Krsna consciousness is
also known as sanatana-dharma and is defined as
the constitutional nature of all souls in their pure
state, beyond the dogmas and designations of
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and other forms of
religion. As Srila Prabhupada says, “Religion means
to obey the laws of God.” Religion means to obey,
to serve, and to love Krsna, who is the friend of all
and the Self of all selves. Krsna is therefore not only
religious; He is religion personified.

Sri Krsna is heroic. When He appeared in this
world, He personally fought against demons and
their armies, but He was never defeated. “When
Jarasandha and thirteen divisions of soldiers at-
tacked Krsna’s army, they were unable to hurt even
one soldier on the side of Krsna. This was due to
Krsna’s expert military training. This is unique in the
history of military art.”

Although Krsna promised not to fight in the
Battle of Kuruksetra, it was because He wanted to
give His devotee, Arjuna, the credit for the victory.
Arjuna’s grandson, Maharaja Pariksit, admitted,
however, that Lord Krspa was actually the hero at
Kuruksetra. There were many warriors who were
more powerful than Arjuna and who fought against
him, such as Bhisma, Karna, and Drona, but Arjuna
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defeated them all because Krsna drove his chariot.
As the Bhagavad-gita concludes, “Wherever there is
Krsna, the master of all mystics, and wherever there
is Arjuna, the supreme archer, there will also
certainly be opulence, victory, extraordinary power,
and morality. That is my opinion.” (Bg. 18.78)

If we are concerned for our own victory over the
merciless cycle of birth and death, we had better join
with heroic Krsna and stop opposing Him. Victory is
with the Pandavas because they have chosen Krsna
as their Lord. Who can hope to be victorious
without Him?



32. Compassionate
33. Respectful 34. Gentle

A compassionate person is unable to bear an-
other’s distress. Krsna’s compassion was shown in
His rescue of the kings imprisoned by Magadhendra.
He was also compassionate to Bhisma and cried at
the time of Bhisma’s passing away. Srila Prabhupada
advises us how to attain Krsna’s compassion:

Therefore, instead of offering obeisances to Krsna
directly, devotees offer obeisances to His compas-
sionate nature. Actually, because Krsna is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, it is very difficult
to approach Him. But the devotees, taking ad-
vantage of His compassionate nature, which is
represented by Radharani, always pray to Radha-
rani for Krsna’s compassion.

—NOD, p. 176

May we pray directly to Srimati Radharani? Yes.
There are many prayers in which devotees beg for
Srimati Radharani’s mercy and we can follow them.
However, uttering prayers is not enough. We must
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also follow and serve in the footsteps of the pure
devotees.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, thank you for your
invitation and permission to take advantage of
Krsna’s compassionate nature. May you be pleased
with us. You are our direct link to the compassion of
Radha and Krsna. Let us be staunch in our service
to you. Let us improve. Let us do as you require.

Hearing of Krsna’s qualities is not a game. We are
meant to meditate on them deeply and lovingly.
When I recently read the description of Krsna’s
compassion in The Nectar of Devotion, 1 turned to
Krsna book and read the full account of Krsna
releasing the kings imprisoned by Magadhendra.
The Nectar of Devotion gives its evidences briefly,
but we may turn to the source of the reference and
read the full account, this time focused on how it
reveals a particular quality in Krsna. I also read the
full description of Krsna’s compassion for Grand -
father Bhisma.

In the Introduction, I mentioned that I am some-
times distracted in reading The Nectar of Devotion or
other books by Prabhupada. It seems that when I
start cold—and I always seem to start that way—I
feel a lack of depth in sraddha and feeling. I don’t
really doubt that Krspa is God, or that He can
perform His lilas, or that His lilas are actual
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historical events, but still the doubts swarm up like
mosquitoes. I have to kill them.

The lack of feeling is harder to cure. Daily
reading, despite imperfections, is the only cure. It is
a long, gradual cure, but daily reading can gradually
eradicate lifetimes of toxins stored in our belief and
feeling systems. “This Bhagavata Purana is as bril-
liant as the sun, and it has arisen just after the
departure of Lord Krsna to His own abode, accom-
panied by religion, knowledge, etc. Persons who
have lost their vision due to the dense darkness of
ignorance in the age of Kali shall get light from this
Purana.” (Bhag. 1.3.43)

Krsna is also respectful. The Vedic §astras declare
that no one is greater than or equal to the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Sri Krsna states, “Because
I am transcendental, beyond both the fallible and
the infallible, and because I am the greatest, I am
celebrated both in the world and in the Vedas as
that Supreme Person.” (Bg. 15.18) Where, then, is
the scope for Krsna to regard some devotees as
superior and to offer them respect? It is all part of
His pastimes as a member of human society. To set
an example, Sri Krsna offers respects to brahmanas,
His spiritual master, His father, and His elder
brother Balarama.

Lord Krsna teaches that we should respect not
only superiors, but all living entities. “The humble
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sages, by virtue of true knowledge, see with equal
vision a learned and gentle brahmana, a cow, an
elephant, a dog and a dog-eater [outcaste].” (Bg.
5.18) Even though our dealings with people may be
different according to their social or spiritual posi-
tions, a devotee should be respectful to all and not
commit unnecessary violence. Lord Caitanya advised
that if we want to chant the Hare Krsna mantra in a
peaceful and humble state of mind, we should “offer
all respects to others without expecting respect for
ourselves.”

Describing Sri Krsna as respectful, The Nectar of
Devotion states: “In this way Lord Krsna, the lotus-
eyed, was completely happy and pure in heart in all
of His dealings.” (NOD, Chap. 22, p. 176)

Krsna is gentle. “Any person who neither be-
comes impudent nor exhibits a puffed-up nature is
called gentle.” Krsna can demand everyone’s sub-
servience. Still, He never forgets to follow social
etiquette in His dealings. Krsna is many-sided. When
a challenge demands that He be strong and even
belligerent (remember His quality of “heroic”), He
is always equal to the task. In His normal dealings,
however, He has nothing to “prove” and enjoys
gentle exchanges with His devotees and servitors.

The Nectar of Devotion speaks of Krsna offering
obeisances to Maharaja Yudhisthira before the
rajasuya sacrifice as an example of His gentleness,
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but His most amazing act at the rajasaya sacrifice
was His volunteering to wash the feet of the arriving
guests. How gentle Krsna is. What other great and
powerful king would be willing to overcome his own
arrogance to touch the feet of so many people?
Krsna did not agree to bathe the guests’ feet out of
political motivation; He bathed their feet as an
exchange of love. Krsna is both father and mother
to all living beings. He likes to care for them in a way
that eases their hearts. Certainly, His washing the
guests’ feet is an example of His quality of
gentleness.

Another example of Krsna’s gentleness occurred
in His speech to Vasudeva and Devaki after Kamsa
was killed. “After finishing this business, Krsna and
Balarama immediately released Their father and
mother, Vasudeva and Devaki, who had been im-
prisoned by Kamsa. Krsna and Balarama fell at
Their parents’ feet and offered them prayers.”
(Krsna, Chap. 43, pp. 350-51)

And from Bhag. 3.2.17: “Lord Krsna begged
pardon from His parents for Their [Krsna’s and
Balarama’s] inability to serve their feet, due to being
away from home because of great fear of Kamsa. He
said, ‘O mother, O father, please excuse Us for this
inability.””

We have a more common usage of the word
“gentle.” Gentleness means kindness, mildness, and






90 The Qualities of Sri Krsna

is the opposite of severity or roughness. It is an
admirable quality. Although we cannot expect
people to always be gentle, a sadhu is by nature
gentle.

Even when a sadhu is placed in a stressful situ-
ation, his natural gentleness—his tolerance and
mercy—shines through. Prabhupada gives the exam -
ple that when someone feels mental distress, then he
is not ready to receive anyone or to be compas-
sionate. He says, “Leave me alone. I’'m troubled
right now.” Gentleness is something an ordinary
person practices only when he is free of trouble.

A saintly person, however, is always gentle. Even
when vigorous or even violent action is called for, he
remains gentle. For example, the saintly ksatriyas
were gentle even on the battlefield. They didn’t
resort to dirty tricks against the ksatriya code, such
as stabbing an opponent in the back or killing him
when he had already surrendered.

Kind parents are gentle with their children, even
when they have to reprimand them. Prabhupada
said that his own father was like that, and when he
had to reprimand him, Gour Mohan De would say,
“My dear son, I have to give you a little punishment
now, but please excuse me. This is for your own
good. Even Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s father had to
punish his child sometimes.” Therefore, gentleness
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can be accompanied by force, although it appears
contradictory.

Everyone likes to be dealt with gently. We think
of some people as so hardy that they have no
sensitivity. When we look into their hearts, however,
we can understand that everyone is sensitive. No
human being is made up simply of his shaggy bark
exterior. We all have tender hearts and are easily
hurt. Therefore, devotees should practice gentle-
ness, following the examples of Krsna’s behavior.

It is not sentimental to stress the importance of
gentleness. Even when someone asks us for the
straight truth, we should deliver it gently. And we
should not offer a false gentleness, which is often
covering a malicious intent. Better to receive naked
agression than false gentleness.

Our gentleness should extend to all living beings.
Animals respond to gentleness just as much as
humans do. We should also be gentle with the non-
devotees and with aggressors. This is such a dog-eat-
dog world that it’s impossible to be gentle toward
aggressors unless we have an infinite amount of
compassion. Therefore, persons like Canakya Pan-
dita warn us that if we are going to deal with
cheaters, we will also have to cheat. Although that
mentality may help us survive the traumas of the
material world, and it may even be useful in
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preaching, it would seem that gentleness toward
other living beings is a deeper spiritual quality.

We can remember Jesus’s saying in the Bible: “. ..
but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek,
turn to him the other also.” If someone takes your
shirt, then give him your garment also. We should
not respond by trying to revenge ourselves on our
agressors.

A saintly person’s gentleness comes from deep
within himself. He knows that everyone is suffering
and therefore he treats them with the same com-
passion he would treat a child. It is a preacher’s
expertise to know that resistance is more often
overcome and dismantled by gentleness and encour-
agement than by roughness.

Therefore, gentleness is a genuine Vaisnava qual-
ity. When we are touched by a devotee’s gentleness,
we are thrilled by the humanness of it, and relieved
from the brusqueness, belligerence, or cold analysis
that usually greets us and leaves us feeling dry and
empty.

It is said of the six Gosvamis that they were
attractive both to the gentle (dhira) and to the
ruffians (adhira). Narada Muni was so gentle that he
could disarm demons and convert low-grade
hunters to Krsna consciousness. That gentleness
comes from the devotee’s pure desire to extend
Krsna’s compassion. People can see that a gentle
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devotee is free of malice. They can see that he or she
is almost incapable of hurting them. Thus they relax
and are able to take the essence of what the devotee
is offering—Krsna consciousness.



35. Liberal 36. Shy
37. Protector of Surrendered Souls

Lord Krsna is liberal toward His devotees. Even if
they are guilty of an offense, He considers the good
they have done in devotional service. Bhava-grahi-
janardana—the Supreme Lord sees the positive
essence of our acts. Sri Krsna demonstrated this
principle when Satrajit wrongly accused Krsna of
murdering his brother to obtain the Syamantaka
jewel. Satrajit’s brother was actually killed by a lion,
but Lord Krsna went to the forest to investigate his
death. First He found the dead body of Satrajit’s
brother, then the dead body of the lion. Then he
saw the long tunnel leading to Jambavan’s cave.
Krsna knew that only Jambavan could have killed
the lion, so He fearlessly entered the tunnel, fought
with Jambavan for the jewel (which Jambavan had
given to his son as a toy), and later returned the
jewel to Satrajit. Satrajit felt bad that he had
defamed Krsna mistakenly, so he offered Krsna his
beautiful daughter, Satyabhama, in marriage. Satrajit
also wanted to give Krsna the Syamantaka jewel, but
Krsna asked that the jewel be kept in the temple so
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that everyone in Dvaraka could benefit from the
gold it produced.

Another example of Krsna’s accepting the essence
occurred when He visited His devotee, Vidura. In
the ecstasy of forgetfulness, Vidura served Krsna
banana peels and threw away the bananas. Sri
Krsna happily ate the peels because they were
offered in love.

“A person who sometimes exhibits humility and
bashfulness is called shy.” Lord Krsna is sometimes
shy to show His love for the gopis if Balarama or
His parents are present. We relish Krsna in this
mood. We adore His belligerent boasting when He
is about to fight a demon, and we also adore His
exhibition of shyness. This is part of His greatness.
Krsna is all-sided. He is not only heroic, but shy.
Krsna’s shyness is one of His confidential qualities
and devotees should learn to qualify themselves to
appreciate it.

Krsna is also the protector of surrendered souls.
Krsna even gives shelter to the demons if they
surrender to Him. “Some enemy of Krsna’s was
enlivened with the thought that he needn’t fear
Krsna, because if he simply surrendered unto Him,
Krsna would give him all protection.” Vibhisana
took shelter of Lord Rama and was welcomed into
the camp. When Kaliya surrendered to Krsna, He
was given the protection by the marks of Krsna’s
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feet on his hoods so that Garuda would not disturb
him.

One of the six symptoms of surrender is to see
Krsna as our protector. The Vrajavasis usually see
Krsna as their child, friend, or lover, but in difficulty,
they always seek His protection. When Indra sent
torrents of rain to Vrndavana, the residents ran to
Krsna and He protected them by lifting Govardhana
Hill over them like an umbrella.

Another instance of their dependence on Krsna
was when Nanda Maharaja was being swallowed by
a serpent. He called out to his son, Krsna, “My dear
son, Krsna, please come and save me from this
danger! This serpent is swallowing me!” (Krsna,
Chap. 33, p. 283)

Another time, a forest fire raged through Vrn-
davana forest and the lives of the boys and cows
were in danger. The boys cried out to Krsna, “We
know You can protect us from this great danger . . .
We are all completely dependent on You .. . ”
(Krsna, Chap. 19, p. 174)

The Supreme Lord offers His protection to all
souls: “Abandon all varieties of religion and just
surrender unto Me. I shall deliver you from all sinful
reactions. Do not fear.” (Bg 18.66)



38. Happy

God is happy. “Any person who is always joyful
and untouched by any distress is called happy.” We
sometimes hear that Krsna is sad to see the jivas
suffering; His unhappiness is inconceivable. Krsna is
happy with His devotees in the spiritual world and
unaffected by material suffering. Still, He feels
compassionate toward the jivas and arranges for
them to join Him in His jubilant dancing party.

Not even a slight distress can touch Krsna. Once
some of the gopis went to the place where the
brahmanas were performing sacrifices and said,
“Dear wives of the brahmanas, you must know that
not even a slight smell of distress can touch Krsna.
He knows no loss, He knows no defamation, He
has no fear, He has no anxiety, and He does not
know calamity. He is simply encircled by the
dancers of Vraja and is enjoying their company in
the rasa dance.”

—NOD, Chap. 22, p. 178

Prabhupada used to tell us that if we were feeling
morose, it was a sign that we were not properly

97



98 The Qualities of Sri Krsna

situated in spiritual life. Spiritual activity makes
people jolly whereas bodily identification makes
people depressed. There is a variety of spiritual
happiness in which we feel separation from Krsna,
but this is actually a kind of ecstasy. When the gopis
sing songs of separation from Krsna it is not due to
their misfortune. Yata dekha vaisnaver vyavahara
duhkh/niscaya janiha sei paramananda sukh:
“Whenever one sees a Vaisnava acting unhappy,
one should know for sure that he is actually
experiencing the highest spiritual bliss.”

Another expression of Krsna’s happiness is when
Krsna was sitting under a young banyan tree. “The
Lord was sitting, taking rest against a young banyan
tree, with His right lotus foot on His left thigh, and
although He had left all household comforts, He
looked quite cheerful in that posture.”



39. Well-wisher of His Devotees

Krsna is bhakta-vatsala—He is especially inclined
to His devotees. Among all His glories, this is the
best. Neither does this love compromise His impar-
tiality toward the jivas. It is His way of reciprocating
equally to give Himself to those who want only Him.

In The Nectar of Devotion, Rupa Gosvami gives
the example of Krsna’s favoritism toward Arjuna on
the Battlefield of Kuruksetra. Lord Krsna promised
that He would not fight or show favoritism to one or
the other side, but Bhisma forced Lord Krsna to
save Arjuna. Bhismadeva fought so hard that
Arjuna was on the verge of being killed at his hands.
Bhisma did this because he was confident and
wanted to see Krsna favor His devotee. Thus he
forced Krsna to break His promise and to rush
forward with a wheel to kill him.

Bhisma tried to defeat Arjuna so that he could
exchange with Krsna in a chivalrous mood. Srila
Prabhupada writes, “The dealings of Lord Krsna
and Bhismadeva on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra
are interesting because the activities of Lord Sri
Krsna appear to be partial to Arjuna and at enmity
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with Bhismadeva; but factually all this was especially
meant to show special favor to Bhismadeva, the
great devotee of the Lord. The astounding feature
of such dealings is that a devotee can please the
Lord by playing the part of an enemy. The Lord,
being absolute, can accept service from His pure
devotee even in the garb of an enemy.” (Bhag.
1.9.38, purport)

Further evidence of Krsna’s favoritism toward
Bhismadeva is that the Lord personally appeared at
Bhismadeva’s deathbed just to assure the great
warrior that he would be able to see Him at the last
moment of his life. Bhismadeva states, “Yet, despite
His being equally kind to everyone, He has gra-
ciously come before me while I am ending my life,
for I am His unflinching servitor” (Bhag. 1.9.22). In
the purport, Srila Prabhupada writes, “The
Supreme Lord, the Absolute Personality of God-
head, Sri Krsna, although equal to everyone, is still
more inclined to His unflinching devotee who is
completely surrendered and knows no one else as
his protector and master.”

How did the Lord deal with those on the
Battlefield of Kuruksetra who were not His dear
devotees? Srila Prabhupada explains, “It is said that
all the fighters who assembled on the Battlefield of
Kuruksetra attained salvation by personally seeing
the Lord at the time of death. Therefore, His
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diminishing the duration of life of Arjuna’s enemy
does not mean that He was partial to the cause of
Arjuna. Factually He was merciful to the opposite
party because they would not have attained
salvation by dying at home in the ordinary course of
life. . . . Therefore, the Lord is all good, and
whatever He does is for everyone’s good. . . . Such
are the transcendental activities of the Lord, and
whoever understands this also gets salvation after
quitting his material body.” (Bhag. 1.9.35, purport)



40. Controlled by Love

The Nectar of Devotion gives the example of
Sudama Vipra, who “controlled” the Lord by his
affection as an affectionate schoolmate of Krsna,
and by Sudama’s subsequent life of poverty and
devotion as a faultless brahmana. Thus Krsna shed
tears while receiving him.

The other instance given in The Nectar of Devo-
tion is Mother Yasoda trying to bind Krsna with
ropes. Krsna allowed Himself to be controlled by
His mother on that occasion, showing that no one
can bind Him by any means other than love.

The gopis are so single-minded in their dedication
to Krsna that He admits He is unable to repay them.
They break His vow that “I respond to each devotee
according to how they surrender to Me.” Srimati
Radharani’s love for Krsna is so captivating that
Lord Krsna wanted to taste that love from Srimati
Radharani’s position. Thus He appeared as Lord
Caitanya and tasted Her love for Him.

In describing Krsna’s loving reciprocation, Pra-
bhupada writes, “Krsna becomes obliged to the
loving spirit of the devotee and not exactly to the
service rendered.” We may take heart in this
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statement. If we are unable to do heroic service, or
even as much service as we used to do, Krsna will
still appreciate our attempts. It is the service mood
that counts. As Lord Krsna accepts us despite our
limits, we should accept other devotees in this way.

It is common to see someone join the Hare Krsna
movement, serve with tremendous energy during his
youth, then bow to the limits the body places on him
as he grows physically older. Some devotees get
serious diseases and become physically reduced and
unable to engage in many practical duties. We
should encourage such devotees and appreciate
their inner spirit, which is not necessarily affected by
their physical condition. More likely, a devotee
undergoing a physical trial is more surrendered than
when he or she was young. Krsna will be “con-
trolled” by a devotee’s actual sincerity, and not by
how many service hours he or she puts in.

Krsna is controlled by love. He is conquered by
prema. Those who are wise take shelter of Krsna’s
devotees and ultlmately pray to Srimati Radharani
for mercy. She is the personification of the topmost
expression of Krsna-conquering love. Under Her
protection, we will be assured of Krsna’s love.

. Lord Sri Krsna is the property of His pure
unconditional devotees, and as such only the
devotees can deliver Krsna to another devotee;
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Krsna is never obtainable directly. . . . A pure
devotee therefore never approaches the Lord di-
rectly, but tries to please the servant of the Lord’s
servants, and thus the Lord becomes pleased, and
only then can the devotee relish the taste of the
tulasi leaves stuck to His lotus feet. . . . In Vrnda-
vana all the pure devotees pray for the mercy of
Srimati Radharani, the pleasure potency of Lord
Krsna. Srimati Radharani is a tenderhearted fem-
inine counterpart of the supreme whole, resem-
bling the perfectional stage of the worldly feminine
nature. Therefore, the mercy of Radharani is
available very readily to the sincere devotees, and
once She recommends such a devotee to Lord
Krsna, the Lord at once accepts the devotee’s
admittance into His association.

—Bhag. 2.3.23, purport

To seek Krsna’s love and attention is the highest
goal (prema pum-artho mahan), and it is achieved by
the mercy of the devotees.



41. All-auspicious

While listing the six primary characteristics of
bhakti, Srila Rupa Gosvami says that bhakti is all-
auspicious. Sri Krsna is the source of auspiciousness.
Whatever He does is good for everyone. The closer
we come to Krsna in devotional service, the more we
receive of that good fortune. A weak-hearted devo-
tee often hesitates to receive Krsna’s blessings
because he is afraid to break his material attach-
ments. But when Krsna removes his material
attachments, it is another form of auspiciousness.

The Personality of Godhead said: If I especially
favor someone, I gradually deprive him of his
wealth. Then the relatives and friends of such a
poverty-stricken man abandon him. In this way he
suffers one distress after another. . . . A person
who has thus become sober fully realizes the
Absolute as the highest truth, the most subtle and
perfect manifestation of spirit, the transcendental
existence without end. In this way realizing that the
Supreme Truth is the foundation of his own
existence, he is freed from the cycle of material life.

—Bhag. 10.88.8, 10
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According to The Nectar of Devotion, a person
who is always engaged in auspicious welfare
activities for everyone is known as all-auspicious. Sri
Uddhava spoke of the Lord in this way: “Krsna
satisfied all great sages by His wonderful pastimes.
He demolished all of the demoniac activities of the
cruel royal order, protected all pious men and killed
all cruel fighters on the battlefield. Therefore He is
all-auspicious for all men.” (NOD, Chap. 22, p.179)

We look for good omens, favorable times and
days on the calendar, auspicious stars, and likely-to-
succeed operations. It is a kind of mysticism that
everyone indulges in, looking for the best weather
and other signs in our favor. We don’t want
hunches, but solid indications, such as an early jump
into the lead, and so on. But good signs may be
destroyed by fate. What starts out as auspicious can
end in disaster. A wedding ends in divorce. A
military campaign ends in defeat. For one who
always depends on Krsna, however, life is always
auspicious.



42. Most Powerful

“When Krsna was present on this planet, just as
the powerful sun drives all darkness to take shelter
in caves, He drove away all of His enemies, who fled
like owls to take shelter beyond His sight.” (NOD,
Chap. 22, p.180) Thus Krsna is most powerful.

Although devotees favor nonviolence, sometimes
power is needed. The religious ksatriyas are Krsna’s
arms. When all else fails, devotees pray to Lord
Krsna to personally descend and kill the Ravanas,
Karhsas, or Hiranyakasipus of this world. We do not
always see Him come, but we pray for His strength
to descend. In this age, He appears as His all-
powerful holy names. May He always protect us.

There is a connection between the qualities of
power and purity. Power in the spiritual sense
includes the power to purify. For example, the sun is
powerful enough to sterilize even a puddle of urine.
That is part of the sun’s definition, that it has the
power to purify contamination.

Similarly, the holy name is so powerful that it can
erase more sins than someone is able to commit. In
the Sixth Canto of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, the
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Yamadutas underestimated the holy name’s power.
In fact, they were ignorant of the glories of the holy
name. They knew only that Ajamila had accumu-
lated heaps of sinful activities and should therefore
be taken to hell. The Visnuditas, who were them-
selves power personified, stopped the Yamadiitas.
They instructed the Yamaditas about the power
and purity of the holy name and explained how
simply by chanting the name of Narayana, Ajamila
had become free from all sinful reaction.

When the Yamaditas approached their master,
Yamaraja, to inquire further, Yamaraja said:
“Therefore it should be understood that one is
easily relieved from all sinful reactions by chanting
the holy name of the Lord and chanting of His
qualities and activities. This is the only process
recommended for relief from sinful reactions. Even
if one chants the holy name of the Lord with
improper pronunciation, he will achieve relief from
material bondage if he chants without offenses.
Ajamila, for example, was extremely sinful, but while
dying he merely chanted the holy name, and
although calling his son, he achieved complete
liberation because he remembered the name of
Narayana.” (Bhag. 6.3.24)

Yamaraja concludes: “My dear servants, please do
not approach such devotees, for they have fully
surrendered to the lotus feet of the Supreme
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Personality of Godhead. They are equal to every-
one, and their narrations are sung by the demigods
and the inhabitants of Siddhaloka. Please do not
even go near them. They are always protected by
the club of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
and therefore Lord Brahma and I and even the time
factor are not competent to chastise them.” (Bhag.
6.3.27) Even fear personified is afraid of the Lord.

Another evidence of the holy name’s power is the
way Nama Prabhu can manifest Himself anywhere.
No one can keep Him out. He can appear on the
tongue of anyone who chants the name’s syllables.
We usually think of this as due to our own prowess
in chanting, but actually, it is due to the power of the
holy name.

We say death is powerful because he can enter
anyone’s chamber—whether he be a king sur-
rounded by his armies or a poor man alone—and
take him away. This is even more true of the holy
name. Anyone can chant the holy name. The Lord
will then enter his mind through the sound vibration
and purify him. No other religious method is as
powerful or as simple as chanting the holy name.
Chanting requires no preliminary breathing exer -
cises, no paraphernalia, no money or priests or
building codes. Everything is complete in the pure
utterance of the holy name.
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The holy name is so powerful that compared to it,
everything else appears inconsequential. Whatever
good is to be found in anything in this world, it is
only in its ability to lead someone to the feet of the
holy name. Scriptural study, which leads the intellect
to understand the difference between matter and
spirit, is culminated when the scholar chants the holy
name. Karma-kandiya activities culminate when the
fruitive worker realizes that he must surrender to
Krsna through His holy name. Every activity
culminates in surrender to the holy name.

Srila Prabhupada was immersed in chanting Hare
Krsna—Hare Krsna Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama Hare Rama, Rama Rama Hare
Hare. Aware of the holy name’s power, he was
confident enough to travel to America. He knew
that although the Hare Krsna mantra would sound
foreign to Western ears, the holy name was so
powerful that it could manifest in their heart’s
regardless. By Srila Prabhupada’s mercy, the
powerful movement of chanting the holy names is
spreading to every town and village around the
world.

The holy name’s power is not yet fully unleashed
in Kali-yuga. People can see Krsna, if only they will
take wholeheartedly to chanting. Those who are
already chanting can see the holy name’s power in
their lives. We can only hope that society’s leaders
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will discover the real universal power, and give up
tinkering with their electronic and atomic energies
before they bring about major destruction. Spread-
ing the power of the holy name is the work of the
Hare Krsna movement.



43. All-famous

Krsna is all-famous. The example Prabhupada
gives is Krsna’s famous discourse, the Bhagavad-
gita. One may argue that other books are more
famous and that other persons are more well-
known in this world than God Himself. We reply
that others are actually infamous if they do not
recognize the Supreme. Ripa Gosvami writes, “A
person who becomes well known due to his spotless
character is called famous.” (NOD, Chap. 22, p.180)
No one is famous in that sense except the trans-
cendental Lord, or one who serves Him. Only an
exalted person can appreciate Krsna’s fame. Fools
and owls cannot appreciate it.

“It is stated that the diffusion of Krsna’s fame is
like the moonshine, which turns darkness into light.
In other words, if Krsna consciousness is preached
all over the world, the darkness of ignorance and
the anxiety of material existence will turn into the
whiteness of purity, peacefulness and prosperity.”
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44. Popular
45. Special Attraction for Devotees
46. Very Attractive to Women

Everyone cheered, “Jaya! Jaya! Jaya!” when
Krsna entered the sacrificial arena in Mathura. He is
dear to the people.

We may ask, “Why, then, isn’t His Hare Krsna
movement popular in this world?” Krsna is popular
with enlightened people, not with the ignorant, two-
legged animals. He puts a curtain of maya between
Himself and the miidhas. “Me, no one knows.”

When Krsna returned to Dvaraka, all the citizens
joyfully received Him and said, “ . . . while You were
gone every moment appeared to us like millions of
years. Your separation is completely unbearable to
us.” (NOD, Chap. 22, p. 180)

Krsna’s quality of partiality to the devotees is
similar to the previous one, “well-wisher of His
devotees.” The Lord’s affection for His devotees is
one of His most outstanding qualities, and therefore
this trait reappears with slight differences. Krsna is
impartial, but if there is a fight, He sides with His
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devotee. He chose to stand by Maharaja Ambarisa
over Durvasa Muni. He sided with Indra and the
demigods over the asuras.

The Supreme Lord is partial not only to the
outstanding bhaktas described in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, but He favors any devotee. He gives
His mercy to any person who renders even a little
devotional service. “Even a little act of devotion can
save one from the greatest fear at the time of
death.”

Sri Krsna is attractive to women. “My dear Lord,
You are just like a magnet, and all the damsels of
Vraja are just like iron: in whichever direction You
are moving they are following You, as iron is
attracted by magnetic force.” (NOD, Chap. 22, p.
181)

Krsna is especially attractive to the devotees in the
internal energy. The sight of His body, His fra-
grance, the taste of nectar from His lips, and the
sound of His flute are like arrows shot from His
bow of love. They enter the gopis’ hearts and the
gopis become stunned.

In one prayer composed by Srila Ripa Gosvami,
a gopi warns, “If you want to remain at home
faithful to your husbands and family, then don’t go
see Govinda standing in the moonlight at Varmsivata
playing on His flute.” Many of the verses in the
Tenth Canto are composed from the gopis’ point of
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view. Through their vision of Krsna, the whole
world can learn how attractive He is.

“As Krsna respectfully greets His well-wishing
friends, His eyes roll slightly as if from intoxication.
He wears a flower garland, and the beauty of His
soft cheeks is accentuated by the brilliance of His
golden earrings and the whiteness of His face, which
has the color of a badara berry. With His cheerful
face resembling the moon, lord of the night, the
Lord of the Yadus moves with the grace of a regal
elephant. Thus He returns in the evening, delivering
the cows of Vraja from the heat of the day.” (Bhag.
10.35.25)

Krsna is attractive to all beings, but no one
appreciates Him as much as the gopis. That is the
special advantage of madhurya-lila. “Unless one
follows in the footsteps of the gopis, he cannot
attain the service of the lotus feet of Krsna, the son
of Nanda Maharaja. If one is overcome by knowl-
edge of the Lord’s opulence, he cannot attain the
Lord’s lotus feet, even though he is engaged in
devotional service.” (Cc. Madhya 8.230)



47. All-worshipable 48. All-opulent

Everyone wants to have someone to worship and
adore. We may neglect this tendency in ourselves, or
we may overcome it by cynicism or disgust, but wor-
ship is a function of the living entity, and it is
perfected in our relationship with the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

Srila Prabhupada writes on this subject while
discussing the word bhajate in his purport to
Bhagavad-gita 6.47: “The English word ‘worship’
cannot be used in the same sense as bhaj. Worship
means to adore, or to show respect and honor to
the worthy one. But service with love and faith is
especially meant for the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. One can avoid worshiping a respectable
man or a demigod and may be called discourteous,
but one cannot avoid serving the Supreme Lord
without being thoroughly condemned.”

Thus worship is natural. If we allow ourselves to
enter into the mood of the worshipper, we feel
spiritually satisfied. Our worship should be edu-
cated, however, and in the mode of goodness, so
that we worship the Supreme Lord and not a
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demigod, an ordinary man, or a demon or ghost.
Such worship is in the lower modes of nature.

Dhruva Maharaja began his worship in a lower
mode because he was materially motivated. How-
ever, by following Narada Muni’s instructions, he
eventually received the darsana of Lord Visnu and
was able to transform his worship into transcen-
dental service. When Dhruva Maharaja saw Lord
Visnu, he said, “Now I am satisfied and I don’t want
anything else but service to You.”

Sometimes we say that a superior person should
not demand our respect, he should command it. In
other words, we want to be inspired to serve
someone because he has superior qualities. We
don’t want to worship someone because we are
forced. $ri Krsna both commands and demands our
respect: “Abandon all varieties of religion and just
surrender unto Me. I shall deliver you from all sinful
reactions.” (Bg. 18.66)

Lord Krsna possesses in full the sixty-four
qualities described in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu. Actu-
ally, He possesses infinitely more qualities than are
listed there. Therefore, He is worshipable. Om tad
visnoh paramam padam sada, paSyanti sirayo. As
stated in The Nectar of Devotion, “Krsna is
worshiped not only by all living entities, including
the great demigods like Lord Siva and Lord
Brahma, but also by Visnu expansions (forms of



118 The Qualities of Sri Krsna

Godhead) such as Baladeva and Sesa.” (NOD,
Chap. 22, p. 182)

Lord Krsna is also all-opulent. The sage Parasara
defined God as Bhagavan, “one who possesses six
chief opulences in full: all wealth, all strength, all
fame, all beauty, all knowledge, and all renun-
ciation.” Many persons possess riches, beauty, and
knowledge, but no one can possess these opulences
in their entirety. “Only Krsna can claim this because
He is the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” (Bg.
2.2, purport)

Although He possesses all opulence, Krsna is not
attached to it. His renunciation is one of His
opulences. He can give up the worship He receives
and live without it if He desires. Krsna displayed the
quality of renunciation in many incarnations, such as
when He appeared as Nara-Narayana Rsi, in order
to teach vairagya to the world.

In His form as Lord Caitanya, Krsna appeared
with the opulence of renunciation by accepting the
sannyasa order of life. This was to teach us that
bhakti includes renunciation—vairagya-vidya nija
bhakti-yoga. The Lord enjoyed His pastimes with
His devotees in that way.

Krsna has all qualities. He is not quality-less, as
the Mayavadis think. The Mayavadis are hampered
by the idea that guna (quality) must always be
material. They want to reach nirvana, and they have
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no faith in §astra or God. Perhaps they never gained
the association of the pure devotees of the Lord—
those who have realized to some extent the qualities
of Bhagavan Sri Krsna.

The pure devotee gives us his company freely, or
he may withhold it. We become objects of his mercy
when he speaks to us or resides with us or writes to
us. Srila Prabhupada told us, “People say God is
dead or God has no qualities, but the Vaisnava gives
you God hand to hand.”

When we follow the spiritual master’s order, God
is pleased with us and one day reveals Himself to
His sincere servitor: “I am like this.” Only a fool or
stubborn atheist will refuse to accept this path in
favor of meditation on nirguna.



49. All-honorable

Everyone goes to Krsna for protection, knowl-
edge, blessings, or in devotion. Those who don’t go
to Him are in maya. Even the demigods and their
worshipers depend on Him (Bg. 7.21-2).

Krsna is always the chief person present in any
assembly. The atheists and the lower rungs of
humankind fail to recognize this and therefore, the
purpose of their conferences are always baffled. In
effect, they meet only to challenge God.

Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu gives us a picture of how
the demigods see Krsna’s honorable audience in
Dvaraka. The doorkeeper who has to manage the
entrance of the demigods spoke thus on a busy day:
“My dear Lord Brahma and Lord Siva, please sit
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