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How to Assign a Static IP Address in Windows 7, Vista, XP

When organizing your home network it's easier to assign each computer it's own IP address than

using DHCP. Here we will take a look at doing it in XP, Vista, and Windows 7.

If you have a home network with several computes and devices, it's a good idea to assign each of
them a specific address. If you use DHCP (Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol), each computer will
request and be assigned an address every time it's booted up. When you have to do troubleshooting

on your network, it's annoying going to each machine to figure out what IP they have.

Using Static IPs prevents address conflicts between devices and allows you to manage them more
easily. Assigning IPs to Windows is essentially the same process, but getting to where you need to be

varies between each version.

Windows 7

To change the computer’s IP address in Windows 7, type network and sharing into the Search box in

the Start Menu and select Network and Sharing Center when it comes up.
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Then when the Network and Sharing Center opens, click on Change adapter settings.
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Right-click on your local adapter and select Properties.



s,
@Uv|@ ¢ Control Panel » Metwork and Internet » MNetwork

Organize = Disable this network device Diagnose this conn
~| | Local Area Connection = VMware N
_ Metwork _ Unidentifie
:ﬁf Intel(R) 825780C Gigabit Metwork... W2 Vhware Vi
® Disable
Status
Diagnose

'@' Bridge Connecticns

Create Shortcut
Delete

'@' Rename

P rti
'@' roperties .
b

In the Local Area Connection Properties window highlight /nternet Protocol Version 4 (TCP/IPv4) then
click the Properties button.
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U Local Area Connection Properties ﬁ

Metworlding | Sharing

Connect using:

l_:l'* Intel{R) 825780C Gigabit Metwork Connection

This connection uses the following items:

% Cliert for Microsoft Networks

=1\ /Mware Bridge Protocal

81 005 Packet Scheduler

g File and Printer Sharing for Microsoft Networks

i Intemet Protocal Version & (TCPAIPvE)

g Intcmet Protocol Version 4 (TCP/IPv4) |

<. link-Layer Topology Discovery Mapper 140 Driver
i Link-Layer Topology Discovery Responder

[ Install... ] Lninstall [ Properties ]

Description

Transmission Control Protocaol/Intemet Protocal. The default
wide area network protocol that provides communication
across diverse interconnected networks.

oK || Cancel

Now select the radio button Use the following IP address and enter in the correct IP, Subnet mask,
and Default gateway that corresponds with your network setup. Then enter your Preferred and

Alternate DNS server addresses. Here we’re on a home network and using a simple Class C network
configuration and Google DNS.

Check Validate settings upon exit so Windows can find any problems with the addresses you entered.
When you're finished click OK.
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Internet Protocol Version 4 (TCP/IPw4) Properties m

General

‘fou can get IP settings assigned automatically if your netwark supports
this capability, Otherwise, you need to ask your network administrator
for the appropriate IP settings.

(7 Obtain an IP address automatically
i@ Use the following IP address:

IF address: 192 . 188, 2 ., 2
Subnet mask: 255,255 .255. 0
Default gateway: 192 .18, 2 . 1

Obtain DM5 server address automatically

(@) Use the following DMS server addresses:

Preferred DMS server: g .8 .8 .38

Alternate DMS server: g .8 .4 . 4

Now close out of the Local Area Connections Properties window.
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Metworlding | Sharing

Connect using:
E" Intel{R) 825780C Gigabit Metwork Connection

This connection uses the following items:

4 Cliert for Microsoft Networks

=1\ /Mware Bridge Protocal

81 005 Packet Scheduler

g File and Printer Sharing for Microsoft Networks

i Intemet Protocal Version & (TCPAIPvE)

i |ntemet Protocol Version 4 (TCPAIPvd)

<. link-Layer Topology Discovery Mapper 140 Driver
i Link-Layer Topology Discovery Responder

[ Install... ] [ Uninstall ] Properties

Description

Allows your computer to access resources on a Microsoft
nietwor.

Cancel

Windows 7 will run network diagnostics and verify the connection is good. Here we had no problems

with it, but if you did, you could run the network troubleshooting wizard.

U = Windows Network Diagnostics

Troubleshooting couldn’t identify the problem

You can try exploring other cptions that right be helpful,
< Explore additional options

= (Close the troubleshooter




Now you can open the command prompt and do an jpconfig to see the network adapter settings

have been successfully changed.

Windows IP Configuration

Ethernet adapter Local Area Connection:

Connection—specific DHS Suffix
Link-local IPv6 Address . . . .
IPv4 fAddress. - - -« &« & & & = =
Subnet Mask . . . . . . . . . .
Default Gateway . . . . . . . .

fe8A::11e3:1d23:a]
192.168.2.2

255 255 .255.8
192.168.2.1

Windows Vista

Changing your IP from DHCP to a Static address in Vista is similar to Windows 7, but getting to the

correct location is a bit different. Open the Start Menu, right-click on Network, and select Properties.
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The Network and Sharing Center opens...click on Manage network connections.
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Right-click on the network adapter you want to assign an IP address and click Properties.
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Highlight /nternet Protocol Version 4 (TCP/IPv4) then click the Properties button.



U Local Area Connection Properties ﬁ

MNetworking |

Connect using:
I‘_I? Intel{R) PRO/1000 MT Metwork Connection

This connection uses the following tems:

& Cligrt for Microsoft Networks

=1 0105 Packet Scheduler

.Q File: and Printer Sharing for Microsoft Netwarks

4. |ntemet Protocal Version & (TCF/IPvE)

B8 Imemet Protocol Version 4 (TCP/1Pw4)

i Link-Layer Topology Discovery Mapper /0 Driver
i Link-Layer Topology Discovery Responder

Imstall... ] Uninstall Properties ]

Description |}

Transmission Control Protocal/Intemet Protocal. The default
wide area network protocol that provides communication
across diverse interconnected netwarks.

oK || Cancel

Now change the IP, Subnet mask, Default Gateway, and DNS Server Addresses. When you're
finished click OK.



Internet Protocol Version 4 (TCP/IPvE) Properties m

General

You can get IP settings assigned automatically if your network supports
this capability, Otherwise, you need to ask your network administrataor
for the appropriate IP settings.

(7 Obtain an IP address automatically
i@ Use the following IP address:

IP address: 192 . 168, 2 . 4
Subnet mask: 255,255,255, 0
Default gateway: 192 .18, 2 . 1

Obtain DMS server address automatically

i@ Use the following DMS server addresses:

Preferred DMS server: g .8 .8 .8

Alternate DMS server; g .8 .4 . 4

You'll need to close out of Local Area Connection Properties for the settings to go into effect.
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4 Local Area Connection Properties &J

MNetworking

Connect using:

I-J_TL“ Irtel{R) PROA1000 MT Metwork Connection

Configure. ..

This connection uses the following tems:

A

@GDS Packet Scheduler

@ File: and Printer Sharing for Microsoft Netwarks
<. |mtemet Protocol Version & (TCPA1PwE)
. Imtemet Protocol Version 4 (TCP/1Pwd)
i Link-Layer Topology Discovery Mapper /0 Driver
i Link-Layer Topology Discovery Responder

CARCARCARNCY

| Imstall... | | Uninstall | | Properties |

Description

Allows your computer to access resources on @ Microsoft
network.

Cluse[

Open the Command Prompt and do an jpconfig to verify the changes were successful.

C:“Uzersmysticgeek>ipconfig

Windows IP Configuration

Ethernet adapter Local Area Connection:

Connection—=specific DNS Suffix

Link—local IPvb Address . . - feB@:-:-hibl:6eha:z
IPv4 Address. . . . . e e e . 122.168.2_4
Subnet Mask . . . . e e e . 2552655 .255.8
Default Gateway . A 192.168.2.1 M




Windows XP

In this example we're using XP SP3 Media Center Edition and changing the IP address of the
Wireless adapfer.

To set a Static IP in XP right-click on My Network Places and select Properties.

My Metwork:
=

Explore
Search for Computers. ..

Map Metwaork Drive. ..
Disconnect Metwork Crive. ..

Create Shortout
Delete
Rename

Properties

Right-click on the adapter you want to set the IP for and select Properties.

LAN or High-Speed Internet

Wireless MNetwork Connection

Ll — |
I_ [[T]] ] DISEbhE
View Available Wireless Networks
Status

Repair

Bridge Connections

Create Shortout

Nielete
LEISiE

Rename

EETTN—

Highlight /nternet Protocol (TCF/IP) and click the Properties button.
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—- Wireless Network Connection Properties

General | Wireless Networks | Advanced |

Connect using:
HE High Rate Wirgless LAM Mini PCl Ad

This connection uses the following tems:

g[ﬂient for Microsoft Networks
Q File and Printer Sharing for Microsoft Networks
810105 Packet Scheduler

Imtemet Protocol (TCPAF)

8
2

t Properties ]
Description L\E
Transmission Control Protocol/Intemet Protocol. The default

wide area network protocol that provides communication
across diverse interconnected networks.

Show icon in netification area when connected
Motify me when this connection has limited or ne connectivity

ok || Cancel

Now change the IP, Subnet mask, Default Gateway, and DNS Server Addresses. When you're
finished click OK.
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I Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) Properties

General

You can get |P settings assigned automatically if your network supparts
this capability. Ctherwise, you need to ask your networlc administrator for
the appropriate |P settings.

{3 Obtain an IP address automatically
(%) Use the following IP address:

IP address: 192 .168. 2 . 5 |
Subnet mask: | 255 . 255 .255 . O |
Default gateway: 132.168. 2 . 1 |
(%) Use the following DNS server addresses:

Prefemed DNS server: | 8.8 .38 .8 |
Attemiate DNS server: | 8.8 .4 . 4|

You will need to close out of the Network Connection Properties screen before the changes go into

effect.



General | Wireless Networks | Advanced |

Connect using:

B8 High Rate Wircless LAN Mini PCI Ad

This connection uses the following tems:

Cliert for Microsoft Networks
Q File and Printer Sharing for Microsoft Networks
810105 Packet Scheduler

T Intemet Protocol (TCPAF)

| nstal. ||  Uninstal | |  Properies

Description

Allows your computer to access resources on @ Microsoft
network.

Show icon in netification area when connected
Motify me when this connection has limited or ne connectivity

Again you can verify the settings by doing an jpconfig in the command prompt. In case you’re not
sure how to do this, click on Start then Run.
== Printers and F
i gy edia Center =
@ Help and Support

/. Search

All Programs | & Run...

3

Log Off (D Turn Off Computer
o

In the Run box type in cmd and click OK.



R Z%)

- Type the name of a program, folder, document, or
Internet resource, and Windows will open it for you.

Open: | =Y a

| ok L\\‘J[ Cancel | | Browse...

Then at the prompt type in jpconfig and hit Enter. This will show the IP address for the network

adapter you changed.

sJDocuments and Settings“APF GeekX ipconfig

Jindows IP Configuration

Ethernet adapter Wireless Network Connection:

Connection—specific DMS Suffix . =

IP Aiddress. . - . - . . - . . - . = 192_168.2.5
Subnet Mask - 255.255.255.8
Default Gateway 192 168.2.1

t“Documents and Settings“XP Geek’ k
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