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The Marriage Ref
Part 5: Team Loyalty and Commitment
OVERVIEW
In this series, Pastor Hawk identifies the strategies needed for a winning marriage. There is no Hail Mary pass that will fix your relationship, but there are many small plays that will bring you further down the field, one yard at a time. Each lesson offers hope to marriages, regardless of what yard line you are starting from. Whether you are single or married, you can have winning relationships through this comprehensive look at marriage. Have you ever assigned qualities of deity to your spouse and expected them to keep you afloat in situations only God could? This final installment of The Marriage Ref will show you how to stay afloat without drowning your spouse. “Team Loyalty and Commitment” will navigate you through common lies people believe about their marriage, such as “Marriage is about personal satisfaction.” Only when a couple begins to grow towards God, will they grow closer to each other. 
RATING

Adults
GET READY

1. You will need a black curtain.
2. You will need a life preserver with the words “Jesus Saves” on it.

3. Optionally, you will need a wig.

The Marriage Ref
Part 5: Team Loyalty and Commitment
MESSAGE OPENING
1. Marriage is a team sport!

2. Team Loyalty and Commitment are essential to a winning team and a winning marriage.
3. Wearing your wedding ring is like wearing a team jersey. A football player wouldn’t just change jerseys and play for an opposing team.
a. When you proudly wear your ring it sends a message about your faith, commitment and loyalty to your husband or wife. 

4. Jesus said, “If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.”  (Mark 3:25) (NIV)
5. James 3:16 “For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.” (KJV)
6. You must have unity with team sports.

7. Why is marriage so challenging? The Enemy knows that if the two of you and your family ever taps into the power of unity and unconditional love there is nothing he can do to stop God working through you!
8. Genesis 11:1-9 “Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to each other, ‘Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly.’ They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.’  5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. 6 The LORD said, ‘If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.’ 8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel —because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth.” (NIV)
a. The power of unity, loyalty, and commitment on a team is unstoppable!
9. Today, we are going to take a little quiz. Shout out the answers together.
a. Who is the one that has saved us, redeemed us and cleaned us up? 
b. Who is our source of strength?

c. Who is the only person that can truly satisfy our souls and the deepest needs in our lives?

d. Who can bring us peace, comfort and joy in our lives?

e. Who will never leave us or forsake us?

f. Who calms our fears when the storms of life are raging?

g. Who can pick us up when we are down?

h. Who is our helper and makes us strong when we are weak?

i. Who will never let us down or quit on us?

j. Who knows everything about us and still loves and accepts us?

k. Who provides for all of our needs?
l. Who can bring authentic fulfillment and satisfaction in life?

m. The answer to all of these is JESUS! If He is all of these things to us then why do we look to our mates to take on these roles?
MARRIAGE MISTAKES 

Lies that defeat us.

1. “Marriage is about personal satisfaction.”

a. “What’s in it for me?”

b. “How will it be pleasurable for me?”

c. “How will my mate meet my needs?”

d. Two-thirds of divorces happen in the first five to seven years!

e. RESULT:  When the marriage no longer meets their personal needs, they move on to the next relationship.

f. The process is repeated over and over again.
2. “The goal of marriage is to achieve happiness.”

a. Happiness is the fruit of marriage, but it shouldn’t be the goal.

b. People use marriage as a road to achieve personal happiness.

· “I feel incomplete, and you will complete me.” 

· “You’ll make me feel whole.”
· “I need to have kids and a family.”
· “I want to live securely.”
· “I don’t want to be lonely.”
· “I want my sexual desires fulfilled.”
c. Marriage is fulfilling, but if the source of our esteem and happiness is dependent upon that relationship, we will have a lot of days where we aren’t happy.

d. If Jesus is the Rock we build our lives on, we can still be happy regardless of how our relationship is going.

e. If your spouse is moody or cranky, you can still be happy based on who you are in Christ.

3. “If my mate would change a few things this marriage would be great!”
a. Instead of being sold out to the marriage, people come into it with selfish expectations of their mate changing into their dream and fulfilling their desires!
b. We end up trying to change our spouses into the person we want them to be.

c. When they don’t fulfill your expectations, you’ll wonder if there is something wrong with you or your mate.
d. You will end up asking yourself: “Did I marry the wrong person?”

e. You have given your spouse control over your emotions and your happiness.

· “I can only be happy if THEY make changes.” 

f. That is too much power! 
4. “When you ascribe attributes of deity to humanity you will ALWAYS be let down and disappointed!” 

a. It is not your husband or wife’s responsibility to make you happy and meet your needs in life! It is humanely impossible!
b. God says – That is my role. That is my job. 
c. If you are looking for your spouse to bring you joy, comfort, peace, satisfaction, strength and acceptance, you obviously think you have married a god!
d. [Example] [Have set up on the stage a black curtain to represent water. If you have a wife and she is in the service, bring her up on stage. If not, bring up a man and give him the wig.]  
· My wife and I are treading water in the ocean.

· [Both of you stand behind the curtain, and begin to make swimming motions with your arms.]  

· I get tired, and so I begin to lean on her, and to pull on her.

· She now has to work harder to stay above the water.
· She is frustrated with me. I’m putting pressure on her!
· [Start gasping and pulling her under the waves with you.]

· Ultimately, if I struggle and look to her to be my SAVIOR, I not only end up going “under” but I drag her under the waves with me. 
· Why? Because I am expecting her to fulfill something that only JESUS can do in my life!
·  [Pull out the life preserver with the words “Jesus Saves” on it. Hold on to it.]  
· “Jesus Saves” not my wife.

· We won’t drown if both of us will hold onto Jesus, and let Him be our security, our strength, our backbone, our peace and our joy.
· We will be secure when the storms come on the ocean of life.

· It wounds and hurts both of us if I let go of my life preserver and hold onto hers.
e. Matthew 6:33 “Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll find all your everyday human concerns will be met.” (MSG)
f. Ephesians 3:16-19 “I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. 18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.” (NLT)
· Fulfillment and life satisfaction should come from God, not your spouse!




g. Write down the words “God,” “Husband,” and “Wife” on the triangle printed on your handout.

h. In a typical marriage the husband and wife want to grow together so they begin to pursue each other. Pursuing a closer marriage will get them no closer to God. 

i. You will both become closer together as you pursue Christ.

j. True intimacy is found in the spiritual realm first. If you want to build excitement and expectation as husband and wife, pray together and for one another. The physical is an expression of the spiritual unity.

k. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 “Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: 10 If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up! 11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? 12 Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.” (NIV)
l. Why be married? To help each other grow towards Christ. 
By increasing our commitment to God:
1. We will live a more satisfied and fulfilled life!
a. Why? God is the one filling our emotional tanks, recharging our batteries and renewing our strength.
b. We are not dependant upon our spouse and their moods or their ability to help us.

c. Jesus never changes!
2. We strengthen our commitment to each other!

a. I am frail, weak, tempted and challenged.
b. When I grow in Christ, I am able to do things I couldn’t and wouldn’t want to do before. 

c. God is going to steer me back to my spouse!
3. We become a blessing versus a burden in the relationship.

a. We become a SAIL versus an ANCHOR in the relationship!

· If we put up the sails in our lives, and let God work, we will have purpose and direction. 
· Without a sail, the ship will go wherever the sea tosses it. 
· Many marriages just respond. They are constantly pulled in whatever direction the storms of life and this world pull them.

b. Galatians 5:13-15 “You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14 The entire law is summed up in a single command: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 15 If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.” (NIV)
c. Matthew 20:28 “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (NIV)
d. Luke 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” (NIV)
4. We respond in love and forgiveness versus anger and frustration.

a. When we build our commitment to God, it builds our commitment to each other.

b. We start living and blessing others with the attitude of Jesus Christ.

c. The more like Christ we become, the more loving and forgiving we are.

d. When you lay under the sun your physical countenance changes. When you live under the Son your spiritual countenance transforms.

e. Spend time with God! 
5. We have built our marriage on a secure foundation.

a. Build your house on the Rock of Jesus Christ.
b. Rock takes more work and time to build on. You could build quicker with sand. When the storms of life come the one that will last is the one that is built on the Rock!
CLOSING
1. Many people wish for a better marriage. Wishing will not change anything, but commitment will.
2. COMMIT: To pledge oneself, to be strong towards, to endure in, to persevere, to maintain a consistent responsibility.

a. A relationship without commitment is like that sailboat without sails.
b. Your relationship will flounder and drift, pulled by the tides, instead of remaining on course. 

c. Commitment is the glue that keeps the relationship together and moving forward.

3. To get MORE committed to Christ we have to become LESS committed to something else.

a. Many of us try to keep the old and squeeze in the new. It creates conflict in our lives.
b. Don’t become less committed to your marriage.

c. Maybe you need to be less committed to that hobby or that television show.

d. People say, “We’re just going to make more time.”  You can’t!
e. The entire process of becoming more committed Christian is summed up in the words of John the Baptist. “He must increase, but I must decrease.” (John 3:30) (NKJV)
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