The Marriage Ref, Part 3
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The Marriage Ref
Part 3: Offensive Plays
OVERVIEW

In this series, Pastor Hawk identifies the strategies needed for a winning marriage. There is no Hail Mary pass that will fix your relationship, but there are many small plays that will bring you further down the field, one yard at a time. Each lesson offers hope to marriages, regardless of what yard line you are starting from. Whether you are single or married, you can have winning relationships through this comprehensive look at marriage. There are four key plays that, when thrown consistently, will give you the first downs needed to win the game. “Offensive Plays” will teach you to give rather than take from your spouse, and will show you how to listen to the Holy Spirit coach.  
RATING

Adults
GET READY

1. Set up a table and two chairs for a halftime report. Volunteers should dress like announcers.
2. You will need an empty shoe box.

3. You will need a marker to indicate which offensive play you are on.
4. Optionally, you may want to have a drawing for gift cards at the end of the service. Couples can use the cards for “date night.” 
The Marriage Ref
Part 3: Offensive Plays
MESSAGE OPENING
1. Today, we are talking about Offensive Plays in marriage. It would be difficult to win with just defense.
2. Too many times in marriage we throw one play, think it didn’t work, and then quit.

3. What are the specific things we can do to move our marriages forward? First downs! They ultimately lead to touchdowns.

4. We are going to look at four key plays that will change your lives and marriages.
THE PLAYS
Ephesians 5:21-28 “Out of respect for Christ, be courteously reverent to one another. (22-24) Wives, understand and support your husbands in ways that show your support for Christ. The husband provides leadership to his wife the way Christ does to his church, not by domineering but by cherishing. So just as the church submits to Christ as he exercises such leadership, wives should likewise submit to their husbands. (25-28) Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, exactly as Christ did for the church—a love marked by giving, not getting. Christ's love makes the church whole. His words evoke her beauty. Everything he does and says is designed to bring the best out of her, dressing her in dazzling white silk, radiant with holiness. And that is how husbands ought to love their wives. They're really doing themselves a favor—since they're already ‘one’ in marriage.”  (MSG)
· Hang it on your refrigerator for a vision of what marriage looks like.

1. Be a giver.  

a. This is our first down play.

b. [Example] [Flip number for each play on a down marker.]

c. What does a quarterback do?

· He very rarely scores the touchdown. His goal is to get the ball into the hands of his teammates to help them win and be successful.

d. Give by serving! 
· Most people ask: “What will you do for me?”
· You should ask: “What can I do to bless you? Help you? Assist you?”
e. Verses 22-24: “Wives, understand and support your husbands in ways that show your support for Christ. The husband provides leadership to his wife the way Christ does to His church, not by domineering but by cherishing. So just as the church submits to Christ as he exercises such leadership, wives should likewise submit to their husbands.” (MSG)

· To support, wives must serve and bless.

f. Verse 25: “Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, exactly as Christ did for the church—a love marked by giving, not getting.” (MSG)

· Men are the head of the household, but the picture is of Christ laying down His life.

g. Jesus said: I have come to serve not be served! I am the servant of all!
h. Marriages don’t fail – people do. People quit serving.
i. Give encouraging words.

· Bless VS Curse.

· Build-up VS Tear Down.
· Point out the positive instead of the negative.

j. Give in prayer for each other.

· This is one of the greatest investments you can make in a relationship.
· It is hard to not be positive about your spouse when you pray for them.

· Why? The Holy Spirit can work from the inside out.
· When you praise God for your spouse, you talk yourself into thinking highly of them.
k. Give time. 
· You cannot microwave a relationship.
· Manage the hours you have based on your priorities.

· Take a look at how you spent your time at the end of the day. You may have gotten a lot done, but your relationships didn’t advance.

l. Give by helping one another succeed.
· It’s not about splitting the chores evenly.
· Your wife may make more income.
m. Give in sex and intimacy.
· Influence of the world has crept into many of our marriages. 
· Why isn’t sex fulfilling to a lot of women? Many men are self serving. It becomes all about fulfilling their passion and desires.

· Lust = my needs.  Love = your needs.
· It is warped if it is all “Me, me, me, me, me, me, me, me, me, me!”

· Pornography isn’t about the man pleasing his wife. It is all about the woman being there to please her husband. WRONG!
· Verses 25-27: “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.” (NIV)
(1) These are more than nice words to read at your wedding.

(2) They are some of the most powerful words ever written to men.
(3) “To make her holy.” Why do you think the Devil works so hard to twist men into pornography? Men are the ones to set the bar of holiness. If the bar of holiness is dropped, it will destroy the marriage.
· Verses 28-29: “…Husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church.” (NIV)
(1) MEN:  By looking around, very few of you have missed a meal! You continually feed your body. 
(2) Your body whimpers “I’m hungry” and you run to fulfill its every desire and whim.
(3) “Whatever ‘me’ wants or needs, it gets. Nothing is too good for ME!”

(4) With the attitude that I feed my body, I’m supposed to be feeding my wife. We are to esteem and honor our wives. Whatever she wants, I’m here to get it for her!

(5) Some say, “She’ll take advantage of me!”  Maybe initially. But your selfless actions and attributes of love will win her over!
(6) With giving, blessing and caring you will win the heart of someone.

(7) LADIES:  This applies to you too!

(8) Love your husbands as our own body. Think about the time you spend primping, doing your hair, putting on make-up and getting your nails done.
(9) I think some husbands are saying, “I’m jealous. I wish you would pamper me!”

n. Give love and respect.
· Ephesians 5:33 “However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.” (NIV)
(1) Love motivates women, and respect motivates men.
(2) This is agape love! It gives unconditionally, expecting nothing in return.

(3) It is the kind of love God gives.
(4) Sometime men think I EROS (physical, erotic, sensual) you and she is saying I need AGAPE.
(5) If your wife isn’t feeling loved, or your husband isn’t feeling respected, ask your spouse what you can do to help rather than getting defensive. 
· The breakdown of any relationship is when you stop giving and only want to take.

o. CHALLENGE QUESTION:  Where or how can you give more into the relationship?
HALF TIME REPORT!
[Example] [Prior to the service, set-up an announcer’s stand on the stage. Pick two people to pretend to be sports announcers. Have them describe the first half of the sermon. Leave the stage while they announce.]
[The announcers can say things like: “That was a great first half.”  “What a play using the Message version of Ephesians 5.”  “Can finish the sermon in the second half? He still has three major plays to go.”]

2. Listen and obey the Holy Spirit Coach. 
a. [Example] [Move down marker.]
b. “I didn’t get an owner’s manual when I got married!”
c. “I didn’t know how to be a husband / wife.”
d. The Holy Spirit is the ultimate coach and guide.

e. A coach sees what is happening from a different perspective.

f. Follow the Holy Spirit. His plan or play is precise and accurate!

g. 1 John 2:20 “But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.” (KJV)
h. John 10:27 “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” (NIV)
· We need to learn to obey the voice of the Holy Spirit!

i. Romans 8:6 “…Letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace.” (NLT)
· If you will listen and obey to the Holy Spirit, your marriage can only succeed and thrive! 
· The Holy Spirit will not give you a bad play. 
· He will only lead you to life and peace.
j. Why do I forgive? The Holy Spirit tells me to!

k. Why do I do things for my wife, before she asks when I don’t want to? The Holy Spirit tells me to!

l. Men are often guilty of saying, “It worked the last time. Let’s run it again.”

· Vulnerability of any good offense is to keep running the same play over and over again.

m. CHALLENGE QUESTION:  What is the Holy Spirit prompting you to do in your marriage?

3. Live transparent. 
a. [Example] [Move down marker.]
b. Romans 13:13-14 “Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to see. Don’t participate in the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And don’t let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil desires.” (NLT)
c. We need to be open, honest and transparent with each other. 

d. Why is it hard to be transparent? Fear of the unknown.
· Fear is one of the Devil’s greatest attacks in our lives.
· “How is that going to make him feel?”

· “How will they react when I tell them?”
· “Will he make fun of a feeling that I have?”

· “Will she still love me?”

· [Example] [Take out an empty shoe box.]

(1) How many of you are afraid of mice?

(2) Today, I brought my [son’s, daughter’s or friend’s] pet “Spanky.”

(3) [Drop the box. And pretend to chase after the mouse into the crowd.]

(4) Fear is the result of the unknown. Now that you know there isn’t a mouse (the truth) your fear is gone!

e. John 8:32 “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (NIV)

f. Transparency builds trust, which equals a solid marriage relationship.
· Trust is monumental in a relationship.

g. Transparency makes women feel secure.

· Security is very important to women!

· If a husband is transparent, and openly communicates, it will help guard against jealously.

· Security is having money in the savings account. 
· Security is not running across the street, and leaving your spouse behind.

h. Transparency breaks the lie.

· If you are moody, your spouse might think it is something they did. 
· It is important to constantly communicate, even when you don’t feel like it. 
· It will bring your spouse relief and take the pressure off of them if they know it’s not something they did.
i. Let each other into your world!

· Share what is going on at work.

· Communication breeds trust.

j. CHALLENGE QUESTION: What areas of your life do you need to be more transparent with your spouse?
4. Be wise with your money.
a. [Example] [Move down marker.]

b. More marriages are challenged, wounded, or ended over money than any other source!

· The tension and stress leads to bickering and fighting. 
· “You pick up the phone. It’s the utility company!”
· This causes 5- and 10-yard penalties.
c. According to a recent ABC news poll, ¼ of all Americans think their best chance of building wealth for retirement is by playing the lottery.
d. Proverbs 21:5 “The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.” (NIV)
e. This is a team effort! If each spouse is running a different play it will cause strife.

f. When you run a winning play, it will knit the team together.

g. Wisdom Steps:

· Track your spending. 

(1) Where does it go every month? Find out!
· Make a budget. 
(1) Determine when, where, and how your money will be spent.

(2) Joint decisions will keep both partners fully invested.

(3) There will always be unexpected expenses! Set money aside for them.

· Set limits to individual spending. 
(1) Don’t spend over that limit without the others input.

· Make major decisions and purchases together.

· Honor the Lord with 10%. 
(1) Make it work even when you don’t have the money. You will be blessed!
(2) Philippians 4:12-13 “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” (NIV)

· Save for the future.    
(1) Proverbs 21:20 “In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.” (NIV)
(2) Proverbs 13:11 “…he who gathers money little by little makes it grow.” (NIV)

(3) Here’s the myth – “I’ll save when I have more money to save.”

(4) God says – Just take a little. Little by little, it will grow.
h. Everyone says, “I just need a little bit more.”

· That becomes our end all solution for everything.
· People who get more don’t change their way of thinking…they just get deeper into financial bondage.
· Money isn’t what our lives are about.

· We realize we need money to exist and operate in this world.

· It is the love of money that is evil, not money itself.

(1) 1 Timothy 6:10 “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” (NIV)
i. CHALLENGE QUESTION:  Do you live to make money or make money to live? 
CLOSING
1. Are you going to be a giver in your marriage? 
2. Will you be led by the Spirit? When you hear Him will you obey? 
3. Are you going to be transparent, open, and honest in your relationships? Will you allow your true feelings, emotions, and self to show? 
4. Will you be wise with your finances and get your household under control?
5. Let’s be “offensive” in moving forward in our relationships.

6. Why do we live? We are alive to serve Jesus Christ and follow His plan for our lives.
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