Patricia Polacco
Christmas Bund

An Orange for Frankie
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Welcome bl e
Comfort Christmas

A Cross-Curricular Christmas Unit based
onh Patricia Polacco's book Ta p e s 1 r y

Based on the Book by Patricia Polacco
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What's Included’?

. 3 Complete Um‘rs

- 65 Pages

- Frontlo@ading AcTivities

. Compirehension Questions
- Drama Activiies
- Math

- AR

- ARSWeER Key:s




Frontloading

. . . intendin
. . fe) to
Wlfhenng make someone
feel
embarrassed
plentiful

abundant

tloading Activities threadbare clothing that has

been worn so much

In order to prepare your students for the themes of An Orange for Frankie, you that the thread shows
may want todo one or more activities before reading this story. Here are a few 5 feeling sad
ideas to help your students gain some background knowledge before reading or IO m en ‘I‘l n g g
hearing this wonderful Christmas story: about

) ) ) something
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a person who wanders
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Here are three wonderful frontloading activities you can use before beginning to
read this book in order fo get students prepared fo understand the deeper context.
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ry, from the s -
sliicent andal students. Youmay want to g ple of a time when coincidence seem
& B to have had a major effect o tion of your life. Students will likely offer
the activity, stu examples from their owguagp e en dents foreflect on the
the vocabulary questions: .
cards, and hav » Does everyfl

reasoning. Then
they think will wi

3. Story Quotatio
have students
might be abol
page of quoiq
about the stol
ideas.

menorah

Rouah ouplives were
re\nnned Oy .
y ’. I

2. Pig e \
e bm the book. A g Ences to or i
concentration, ] i A —. se ideas. Have I
students worl — - By predict what
these plcture! . -\ 4 oumight neBd tofil in thasagps,
50 that studen et terg ~

Iy==ykor, experienceg

Es which represent

m

] 1 |9

E

Videos: There
learn about th

o of the characterg

s Wi abulC

story, as wi card . stude! Jo church
circulateda d of ff Ity, stud]

stang the v iry word) fcpes‘rry

def] , and have the class

mal

wh ory nkwlllw ‘

Prison
(concentration
camp)

Build Background Knowledge!



Comprehension

Welcome Comfort Quiz

Name:

1. What did Mrs. Hamp make for Welcome?
___ astarshapedpin
___ shirt

_wooden fish

Christmas Tapestry: Comprehension

_ broom
2. Which activity did Mr. Hamp and Welcome peot do together?

fishing Ieeks family move to Detroit?

tidy the school

carve toys

_ make sure no one missed the school bu

3. Which word is an adjective in the sentence below?:
Soon their work was done, and they were makin,
_work
___long

__ home

_Joving to Detrait change during the story?
r ownideas to answer the question.

soon

4. Why does Mr. Hamp finally invite Welcome & Ruld
Eve?
IMr. Hamp was ready torefike as Sanfa

Y|

___ Welcome had finally ¢

Q:

ory, Jonathan thinks he knows now why his family mowved to
they did. Why does he think this?




Art & Drama

Drama Activities
Tapestry Art Lesson

In Christmas Tapestry it is the chuppah that ultimately reunit There are a variety gf drama chﬂviﬁes that wil help your students better
Tapestries are usually large pieces of fabric which have bee understand the feelings and beliefs of the charactersin An Crange for
embroidered with ascene which can tellthe viewer a story Frankie. You may want to stop at key points in the story and have your

several tapestriesin a series (such as the Bayeaux Tapestry, students engage in role-playing activities such as
Battle of Hastings).

1. Hotseat: Choose a student to take on tj
That student stands or sitsin front of the
other students. The person in the “hoiz
thatis to say, as the character from
Encourage studentsto think deeply

the character. Questions must be d

You could have different students tak

hotseat strategy, such as Mr. Dunkle,

dad, sister or brother. / .~

Yourstudents may enjoy le
then trying a very simple wi
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Materials:
+ Video: The Art of Makin

» Video Playlist: 19 Grade
grade, even & graders
instructions!)
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+ Watercolor paper (2 shed faN \\

+ Paper towel @i\
S

+ Paintbrushes

2. Good Angel, Bad Angel: This rg
one to play Frankie, one for the
angel. “Frankie” sits in a chair I
the “angels” stand to each side g»
in the story when Frankie is loo
before he picks one v

+ Containers of water

+ Watercolor paint

+ Pencils orange right now
responds to eac

~IRNpES you can furthe

+ Scissors from the dollar s

- ‘Glue Minor Charg

Instructions:
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Math Activities

Money in the Great Depressio

Name: | |

Inthe early 1930°s North America e
people lost theirjobs, and therewa
completely necessary.

Here are some prices for food in th

Type of Food

Bacon

Eggs

QOranges

Sugar

Cornmeal

Flour

The Lowell family included 9 childre
as the dog, got an orange on Chrisl
for the oranges? Explain your thinki

Every moming Mrs. Stowell cooks b
employees and the hobos. Inthe
food: bacon, eggs, “hoecakes” [p]
coffee. On the first morning in the
family, were fed altogether? Show|

Does Time Stand Still For Santa?: Time Zones

During Welcome’s trip wit
as it usually does, and tha
why someone fraveling ar

The earthis always movin
once. Thatis why we say
window in the moming at
the sunis in a different posy
town, itis 12:00 noon. But

Back in 1884 a Canadian
24 hours to tum around fl
where you live In the worl
7:00 p.m. is in The evening

The map below shows the

zones. The orange line in
earthin half: west and ea

66 150 a6 1z ws w3 e

- -18 -3 -8 -7 -6 -5 -4

—

West

Measurement in Christmas Tapestry

Tapestries can be made In many sizes, depending upon what they will be used for.
Atapestry company, Heirloom European Tapestries, says on its website that good

quality tapestries sell for about $150 fopg small 2ft by 28 pestry.

1. Lock atthe cloth hangieg on the (o]0} ow long
do you think the cloth( ®s)About is2 (Hint:
Look at Mr. Weeksstal

| think Mrs. Zukor’s cloth is 8]
wide because .

2. Based on your estimates of th
would the area and perimeter,

=2

| think the area of the cloth would

perimeterwould be

3. Ifa 2ft by 2ft tapestry would cost about $150.00, ak
like Mrs. Zukor's cost these days? =T

—

how—pich would a cloth




Vocabulary

stirring up or taking

STO kl ng care of afire

: R [ cotoquial L in An Orange for Frankie
||n g ere d olloquial Language in

While English is the language spoken most oftenin the United States and Canada,
there are many ways that words and phrases can be used in different parts of these

> Moving countries. Oftenwe can tellwhat part of a country someone is from just from their
U r I n g accents and the words they choose. Colloquial language refers to the casual way
people speak to each otherin everyday language, and it changes from generation
to generation.
In An Qrange for Frankie ichigan in the early 1930's,
lookeda g i

and the authorlets would have done in that
time period and ases as they were
used in the stol

SU rveyed and exa

raggedy

tatterec]
spectacles

1. Yer

eye glas;

a heavy

muffler |aounaq

for warn
A public

pggegn’r willrrrive

showing
event

re takingto
atleast 3
grandchildren may not
0 years from now. Write a short definition or explanation of each

Word or Phrase Explanation
My bad | did something bad.

© Coach's Corner

© Coach's Corner



Christmas Tapestry: Comprehension - ANSWERS

Name:
Why did the Weeks family movel
The Weeks family movedto D) word seQrCh
sent by the church deacons. .
old church in Memphis, that tf | Name:
with the old church in Detroit.
o) t e n t Use the food chart from the last page for the following guestions:
i 1. Each morning Mrs. Stowell fries 3 pounds of bacon and 4 dozen eggs. How
y |t | s|if|r
much money is spent just for bacon and eggs?
cle| m|b|r Bacon: 3 X $0.22 = $0.66
Eggs: 4 X $0.29 =%1.14
h|alc|o|m
How did Jonathan’s feelings a a i y S n Each morning about $1
Use Information from the fext 2. Why does Mrs. Stowellmad stead of “"pancakes”
Al the beginning of the sioryl r S a r | from flourg
needs to fove fo Defroit, an Commeal costs 2 cents per ents per pound. Twaolis
preacher’s kid. After Mr. an o/m|o|e|t half of four, and four is twic ns that flour cost twice as
happy because he has help i rmuch as cormmeal, so it w hoecakes than pancakes.
many years apart. n mjajc |
e n r n t 3. IfMrs. Stowell used 2 pound bw much would that cost
by the end of one week?
m r U e
2X7=14
slhlrjle|m
r o n e S
At the end of the story, Jonath
Detroit exactly when they did. r tlwle |l d ol
Jonathanrealizes that if his fd :
sacrist
then they wouldn't have bee| anti U;S
so long ago, and the old coy| d%.
blizzard hadn't hqppened,ihl weading
cover the hole, orto invite M commemorate
to do. <
There were 72
6. Make up your ow
answer your guestion:
OPEN ENDED

ch's Corner



Buyer Feedback

I teach so many skills through
Patricia Polacco’s books as an
author study. My students are
engaged and they have learned
to notice particular words, she
mentions in each text, as well as
scenes. After reading (An
Orange for Frankie), prior to
lunch, we had oranges in the
cafeteria that day. One of my
students made this comment. *
I will never look at oranges the
same way.” (Rebecca)
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