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NCCA to extend aid 
for convention center design contest

ABANDONED VEHICLE ALONG THE STREETS - Members of the Alay Sa 
Kalinisan Search for the 10 Cleanest and 10 Dirties barangays take note of the 
abandoned truck along the street in violation of City Ordinance Number 55-58 
otherwise known as Comprehensive Traffic and Transportation   Ordinance for 
appropriate action and impose the necessary penalties by the proper authorities. 
/By Bong Cayabyab

BAGUIO CITY – The 
National Commis-

sion on Culture and the 
Arts (NCCA) expressed 
its willingness to extend 
technical assistance to 
the local government for 
the Baguio Convention 
Center architecture design 
contest to help reserve 
and historical value of 
the city-owned premier 
convention facility.

NCCA arts section 
head Ferdinand Isleta 
commended the local 
government for coming 
out with the idea of having 
the convention center 
design contest to attract 
design enthusiasts to par-
ticipate in formulating a 
design that can be used 
for the development and 
upgrading of the facility.

While the possible 
financial assistance that 
could be extended by the 
NCCA to the local gov-
ernment for the archi-
tecture design contest is 
already too late, Isleta said 
the national committee on 
architecture can provide 
the local government 
with technical assistance 
to achieve its objective of 
preserving and protect-
ing the original design 
and historical value of the 
convention center.

On her part, Dr. 
Priscilla Macansantos, 
a member of the NCCA 

committee on literary 
arts, said Councilor 
Maria Mylen Victoria G. 
Yaranon was a previous 
member of the committee 
on architecture, thus, she 
will be able to get the 
sufficient support from 
her former colleagues 
to realize the overall 
objective of the conven-
tion center design contest.

According to her, the 
NCCA will be providing 
its technical assistance 
once the local govern-
ment requests the Com-
mission for assistance to 
come out with the best 
design that could be used 
for the development and 
upgrading of the city-
owned facility.

Yaranon said the con-
vention center has deteri-
orated over the years and 
it is a low-performing 
and low-income gener-
ating property of the city, 
thus, the need to reha-
bilitate and upgrade the 
facility and its surround-
ing grounds.

Among the objectives 
of the design contest 
which has a prize of P1 
million for the winning 
design include designing 
a modern convention 
center that conveys the 
historical and architec-
tural significance of the 
site and former structure; 
proposing the maximum 

use of renewable energies 
in the building and site 
design; providing design 
best practices for eco-
logically feasible and 
resilient building and site 
development; integrat-
ing value engineering in 
the design and proposed 
construction method and 
promoting public involve-
ment in the selection 
process.

Pending before the 
local legislative body is 
an ordinance appropri-
ating the amount of P2.3 
million from the city’s 
non-office allocations 
for the prizes and other 
administrative costs 
related to the architecture 
design contest.

City Building and 
Architecture Office 
officials admitted that its 
pool of experts could not 
handle the said magnitude 
of designing such a 
structure because of the 
preparation of designs for 
numerous other projects 
in the city.

The convention center 
design contest will be 
a one-year project to 
entice design enthusi-
asts to share their ideas 
and knowledge on how 
to improve the facility 
without sacrificing its 
original design and his-
torical value./By Dexter 
A. See

Bid for Palaro hosting being finalized
BAGUIO CITY – 

D e p a r t m e nt  o f 
Education (DepEd) 
officials headed by 
Regional Director May 
Eclar and city schools 
superintendent Federico 
Martin , representa-
tives from Baguio, La 
Trinidad and Benguet 
led by Provincial Admin-
istrator Noel Ngolob, the 
Baguio City Police Office 

and other agencies met 
recently to start finaliz-
ing the presentation of 
Baguio and Benguet in 
their bid to co-host the 
2018 Palarong Pambansa.

Also discussed were 
the delegations’ billeting 
arrangements, venues 
for the games, security, 
budgetary requirements, 
traffic scheme and more. 
More than 12,000 par-

ticipants 
from the 
country’s 
18 regions 
a r e 
expected 
to join the 
a n n u a l 
s p o r t s 
extrava-
ganza.

With the theme, 
“Coolest Palaro”, the pre-
sentation will highlight 
Baguio and Benguet’s 
year-round temperate 
climate, unique culture, 
vibrant arts and sports 
scene, tourist sites, peace 
and order situation, 
adequate facilities, world-
class accommodations, 
and others.

Mayor  Mau r i c i o 
Domogan, Ngolob and 
Eclar met earlier with 
representatives of local 
universities and colleges 
to confirm their commit-
ments in allowing their 
facilities and equipment 
to be used if ever Baguio 
and Benguet are chosen 
as hosts of the country’s 
largest sports event.  It 

will be the first time that 
the Cordillera region 
will be the Palaro’s venue 
should this happen.      

The  Mayor  has 
expressed the city’s desire 
to serve as venue of the 
country’s largest sports 
event and with the com-
pletion of the Baguio 
Athletic Bowl’s rehabil-
itation and partnership 
with Benguet, the dream 
can now be fulfilled.

He said the city expects 
to face tough competi-
tion during the bidding 
scheduled on the last 

week of August since 
there are several govern-
ment units equally inter-
ested to host the sports 
meet.

Domogan stressed 
that with the support of 
Benguet province, “we are 
confident that our bid will 
be given favorable consid-
eration by the Palarong 
Pambansa Technical Eval-
uation Committee headed 
by DepEd.”

Last month, the city 
sports office under 
Gaudencio Gonzales 
conducted a facility and 

equipment evaluation to 
assess the city’s capabili-
ty in housing the sports 
spectacle including those 
privately owned that can 
be tapped for the activity.

He said they are 
confident that Baguio 
and Benguet can present 
enough number of 
venues, facilities and 
equipment both for the 
events and accommoda-
tion of thousands of par-
ticipants from the other 
regions to satisfy the orga-
nizers’ requirements./
Gaby Keith

Revision of government 
procurement law backed
BAGUIO CITY – Mayor 

Mauricio G. Domogan 
welcomed the pronounce-
ment of President Rodrigo 
R. Duterte for the Congress 
of the Philippines to revisit 
and introduce the appro-
priate changes to Republic 
Act (RA) 9184 or the gov-
ernment Procurement Act 
to fastrack the bidding 
process and guarantee 
the timely delivery of 
equipment and supplies of 
government agencies and 
local governments.

The local chief executive 
pointed out Congress must 
also include in the possible 
amendments of the pro-
curement law the policy 
on multiple contracts of 
suppliers and contractors 
to guarantee that a single 
contractor will not corner 
projects.

“We support the call 

of President Duterte for 
Congress to amend the 
government procure-
ment law to update it. 
We have encountered 
numerous problems with 
the implementation of 
the procurement law and 
Congress must amend the 
law to suit the prevailing 
situation in the govern-
ment,” Domogan stressed.

Aside from making 
sure that equipment and 
supplies are delivered 
on time, the Mayor also 
pointed out it must be 
specified that a contrac-
tor should not be awarded 
another project while the 
contractor has an existing 
project to implement to 
prevent a single contrac-
tor from cornering the 
projects which may com-
promise the quality and 
timeliness of implemen-

tation.
He said guidelines must 

also be put in place to 
prevent contractors from 
deliberately undercost-
ing their bids below the 
approved budget cap of 
projects just for them to 
corner numerous projects 
which often results to 
problems once the project 
is implemented to the 
prejudice of the public.

According to him, it 
has been the practice of 
contractors to cut down 
on cost by using the same 
units of equipment and 
human resources for all 
their awarded projects 
which explains why the 
quality of work and the 
period to complete the 
projects are compromised.

He asserted the public 
has always been at the losing 
e n d 


