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Global Threats  

 he World Health 
Organization 
(WHO) has announced 

that the deadly Ebola epidemic that has 
ripped through Africa represents an 
international health emergency. 

Moreover, the WHO’s director general has 
announced that the current outbreak is the 
strongest and even the most complex in 
the nearly four decades of the history of 
the disease. 

The committee of the WHO has 
unanimously decided to declare 
the international state of emergency. This 
decision represents a strong call to alert 
the entire world to the need for higher 
vigilance of possible cases of Ebola. 

According to experts, this announcement 
stresses the importance to reinforce 
international solidarity over the outbreak 
that is the largest and longest in history. 

Furthermore, experts from the WHO have 
highlighted that the most vulnerable 
countries lack the adequate instruments to 
overcome this complex and alarming 
situation. In this way, the international 
community should support these countries 
with stronger action in order to solve this 
challenging issue. 
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According to World Health Organisation (WHO), the 
emergence of Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak in 
West Africa threatens regional and global public 
health security.  



Global Threats  

                   Issue 18, 2014 

Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria and Sierra Leone are the main countries affected by this crisis. 

Focusing on Liberian specific context, experts have indicated that fragile health systems and serious lack 
of human, financial and material resources in the countries are the main causes of the outbreak. 

On the other hand, the spread of the infection can be reduced with concrete and effective measures, experts 
highlight. 

Additionally, researchers of the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention have argued that the Ebola outbreak 
will require a long fight, adding it would take at least three to six months to end the crisis: additionally, this time 
lapse would be the best-case scenario, experts say. 

In this framework, other experts suggest the importance to establish new mechanisms, involving directly African 
communities, and trying to convince them to abandon their traditional habits when people have died that involve 
washing the body and kissing the corpse immediately after death, which is when it is most infectious. 
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 ata have clearly shown the 
extent of the Chinese soil 
pollution crisis. However, 

the consensus about the measures to 
undertake is still lacking. 

A recent survey has revealed that 16.1% of 
sampling points nationwide were in violation 
of soil quality standards, with farmland suffering 
the highest failure rate at 19.4%.;  

According to some experts of the School of 
Resources and Environment at Qingdao 
Agricultural University, the government has not 
yet reached a consensus on the objectives 
for remediation of polluted farmland.  

Additionally, there are different points of view across 
different levels of government. This situation 
represents one of the main obstacles to meet 
a common political position in this field.  

Moreover, the Ministry of Environmental Protection 
(MEP) has launched a policy to support soil 
remediation, stressing that the soil will be protected 
from further pollution. On the contrary, critics have 
stressed the lack of adequate instruments capable 
of achieving actual remediation of the soil. 

Furthermore, concerns and controversy reigns in 
academic circles. Some experts highlight the 
urgency to clean up the soil in order to avoid further 
negative consequences on crops, groundwater and 
surface water, reducing the severe impact of 
pollution on the environment and public health in the 
long-term. However, the situation is complex, 
experts say. Remediation technology is still 
inadequate, increasing the costs that the society has 
to face. 

In addition, researchers have pointed out that there 
is a lack of experience in remediation techniques 
and management, worsening the Chinese 
environmental safety. These experts have also 
suggested the importance to reinforce investments 
in this area, establishing new models and 
technologies. 

In this framework, the "polluter pays" principle is 
used, but the party responsible for historical 
pollution is often difficult to find. Consequently, it is 
fundamental that the government will undertake 
stronger rules to change polluting behaviour in order 
to avoid the alarming threat of contamination over 
Chinese fields. 
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Trends Towards a Sustainable Development 

 n the Philippines and Papua New 
Guinea rural communities are taking 
advantage of old patents to 

develop their local economy.  

Thanks to the support of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) -  the premier 
forum for facilitating economic growth, 
cooperation, trade and investment in the Asia-
Pacific region - remote villages situated 
in Central Luzon, the Philippines, benefitted 
from the intervention of Korean intellectual 
property (IP) experts to improve the processing 
of ylang ylang essential oils.  

Korean consultants analyzed the existing 
situation of the villages and then 
proceeded with a prior art search via the 
Korean IP database: from expired 
patents they took inspiration to modify oil 
extractor boilers in order to maximize its 
capacity and developed a mobile 
facility able to move between villages 
located far away from the only existing 
Anao’s extractor.  
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Using the same approach, another APEC project successfully managed to provide an 
irrigation system during dry season in Pinu, Papua New Guinea. This intervention enable 
locals not only to feed their families during the period of hunger, but also to sell the 
harvest and invest in healthcare and education. 

The impact of these recycled technologies is very broad; adapting existing inventions to 
local needs means raising the quality of life in hardly reachable areas and boosting their 
economies through a sustainable development. 
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“Intellectual property is taking on a whole new meaning for villagers 
in remote areas of the Philippines and Papua New Guinea. Through an 
APEC project, intellectual property (IP) experts from Korea are 
helping rural communities leverage expired patents, transforming the 
economic prospects of local farmers.” 
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 new research explains that in 
Australia more investors are moving 
their support from the tobacco and 

fossil fuel industries in favour of more 
ethical and socially responsible investments. 

Data show that managed funds held in ethical and 
sustainable investments increased by 51% in the past 
12 months to more than $25bn. 

According to the Responsible Investment Association 
Australasia, the number of these investors has 
significantly increased for the first time in a decade. 

In relation to that, experts outline that the responsible 
investment sector will probably continue to grow. 

Estimates also stress that there is an important trend 
towards increased consumer interest and scrutiny on 
the sector. 

Additionally, the increased establishment of equities 
funds with a focus on responsible investment have 
managed to deliver healthy returns, experts say. 

In this context, the research outlines that ethical 
investing is increasingly growing especially due to a 
greater awareness about sustainable issues.  In this 
way, establishing new concrete policies which might 
be able to reach a more socially ande 
nvironmentally aware population, it represents a key 
objective. 

In this framework, the government should foster 
investments in companies that have positive 
impacts, and in industries of the future such as 
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Environmental campaigns are 
helping direct money away from 
traditional industries such as mining.  

http://www.glawcal.org.uk
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 ata show that, although sales 
of electric cars in the European 
Union have doubled in 2013, 

zero-emission vehicles still only account for one in 
every 250 new cars sold. 

Electric cars represent a key element of 
governmental policies in order to tackle both air 
pollution and climate change. However, car 
manufacturers have strongly criticized the rules 
that aim to cut emissions. 

According to the analysis of the Transport & 
Environment (T&E) campaign group, almost 
50,000 plug-in vehicles were sold in 2013, up from 
22,000 in 2012. 

Researches outline that electric cars are growing 
strongly, but these vehicles are too expensive for 
many people at the same time. In relation to that, 
experts positively estimate that the price will 
decrease over time, making this technology ready 
to compete. 

Cars are responsible for 15% of Europe’s total 
CO2 emissions. As vehicle subsidies were not 
sustainable, cutting the permitted overall emissions 
for the fleet of cars produced by each 
manufacturer was more effective in 
incentivizing zero-emission cars, expert say.  

The European Union is working to set stronger 
actions in this field. However, policymakers have 
recently postponed a planned consultation on 
the limit for 2025 or 2030. 

In relation to that, many local authorities have 
launched measures to penalize diesel vehicles 
in order to reduce the cities’ illegal levels of air 
pollution. In this way, electric cars play a crucial 
role in the aim of solving the problems of severe 
air pollution in cities. 

In this context, experts stress the urgency to 
undertake stricter and more effective 
mechanisms across the board in order to cut 
emissions in a definitive way. 
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“New models helped sales of 
electric cars in the European 
Union double in 2013, but the 
zero-emission vehicles still only 
account for one in every 250 
new cars sold.”

http://www.glawcal.org.uk
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 he European 
Commission has recently 
announced that European 

Union member states will have 
to improve their energy efficiency by nearly a 
third in the next 15 years. 

The new proposal, designed to enhance 
efficiency by 30% by 2030, has been criticized 
by some industries that wanted to avoid 
setting a firm goal. These companies stressed 
the importance to rely on the market and the 
EU’s carbon price in order to provide an 
economic incentive to cut energy waste. 

According to the EU commissioner for energy, 
the proposal represents an adequate 
instrument to drive the EU towards 
increased security of supply, innovation and 
sustainability. 

In line with this, the EU commissioner has 
highlighted that the new plan represents a 
concrete signal to encourage the market 
development. 

Moreover, the proposed target will 
foster further investments in energy-saving 
technologies to the benefit of businesses, 
consumers and the environment. In addition, 
the new program will result in significant cost 
savings for consumers. 
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EU agrees to improve energy efficiency 
30% by 2030. 

http://www.glawcal.org.uk
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Furthermore, the goal could reduce Europe’s reliance on imports of gas and other 
fossil fuels from states such as, Russia, the EU’s climate chief explains. The 
commission has estimated that for every 1% in energy savings, EU gas imports 
could be expected to fall by 2.6%.   

However, some energy efficiency experts and some environmental groups have 
criticized the new efficiency target, as inadequate to the challenge of tackling 
climate change and saving on imports. 
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EU energy commissioner Günther Oettinger said of the energy-
saving goal: 'It is ambitious and at the same time it is realistic'. 

http://www.glawcal.org.uk
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 new report from 
the Climate Change 

Committee argues that the UK 
Government is missing the objective to 
achieve a legally binding target, especially 
after the decision to abolish a subsidized 
home insulation program and replacing it 
with the Green Deal commercial loan 
scheme. 

According to the report, under the 
current rate of progress, the UK will only cut 
its carbon emissions by 21-23 percent 
between 2013 and 2025, leaving it far from 
the 31 percent drop required over the 
period. 

The committee warns that the Government 
has failed to establish an adequate 
renewable energy target after 2020. 
Additionally, the removal last year of heavily 
subsidized and free cavity wall and loft 
insulation, which helps households save 
energy, has played a significant role 
to undermine the objective. 

The report strongly suggests that the 
Government needs to undertake concrete 
measures to meet its legally binding target 
of reducing emissions by 80 percent by 
2050. 

In this context, the committee has stressed 
the urgency to take action to reduce UK 
carbon emissions. In line with this, an 
efficient environmental policy will avoid 
greater costs in the future, the report says. 

Furthermore, the report has criticized the lack of a 
renewable energy target beyond 2020. The 
Government should establish a stricter set of goals to 
make the UK’s electricity supply almost entirely green 
by 2030. 

In this way, investors in wind, solar and other 
renewable projects will have the confidence to 
support new power plants. 
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The green deal, designed to encourage 
energy-savings measures such as loft 
insulation, has been criticised for a low 
uptake.  

http://www.glawcal.org.uk
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 he UK 
government has 

recently announced a plan to establish a 
limit of £200m a year on subsidies to 
some of the major forms of renewable 
energy, affecting in this way the funding 
of large-scale low-
carbon installations from wind and solar 
farms to biomass-burning power plants. 

In relation to the new plan, the money will 
be available under the new contracts for 
difference that subsidize renewable 
energy companies who offer electricity at 
a lower rate of carbon emissions than 
fossil fuel generators. 

According to the secretary of state for 
energy and climate change, the reform 
represents an instrument to boost the 
market for renewable energy, reinforcing 
growth and jobs, and powering secure 
electricity infrastructure for the future. In 
this way, the government has launched a 
plan to reform the electricity markets, 
trying to reduce the cost of decarbonizing 
the power sector to consumers. 

Related to that, the government has 
estimated that there would be 
250,000 jobs in the low-carbon energy 
sector by the end of this decade. 
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Lark Energy's Wymeswold Airfield, until 
recently the largest solar farm in the UK.   

However, some renewable companies have warned 
that the plan will translate in a large reduction in the 
support they receive, undermining the possibility to 
establish low-carbon installations in the next future. 

http://www.glawcal.org.uk
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In line with this, the Solar Trade Association has stressed that 
the plan would result into a cut in large-scale solar installations 
of about 65% to 80% next year. 

Moreover, some experts have highlighted that the draft budget 
risks represents an insufficient mechanism to 
drive industrialization, competition and cost reduction. 

Due to its complexity, the new plan will also undermine smaller 
companies that will have to compete with multinationals for the 
funds available. 

In this framework, the Renewable Energy Association has 
outlined that it is fundamental that policymakers will 
undertake adequate measures allowing that the most cost-
effective sectors such as biomass, solar, and onshore wind are 
given sufficient budget to reduce short-term costs for 
consumers. 
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“Innovation in energy technologies 
is essential if the UK is to meet our 
challenging future climate change 
goal of an 80% reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.” 
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 lthough global efforts are 
intensifying in the aim to 
reach a concrete deal, 

recent events have shown that the UK is 
reducing its climate change diplomacy 
budget. 

Data demonstrate that the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) has cut 
spending on its key climate change 
activities by 39% over the past three 
years. 

In relation to that, experts argue that this 
decision will undermine the UK’s capacity 
to influence other countries’ positions on 
climate action in the run-up to the global 
deal expected in 2015. 

Figures show that until 2010 the UK 
government has played a central role 
in shaping the global debate on climate 
change. In that context, there was a 
growing awareness on the importance to 
address climate change with adequate 
measures as a fundamental national 
interest. 

Recent researches explain that between 
2011-12 and 2013-14, the spending for 
activities related to climate change and 
the low carbon economy and energy 
security have decreased 28%, from £22m 
to £16m. 

This spending was allocated under the 
Prosperity Fund that has the objective to 
foster actions and measures on global 
issues, especially in areas of crucial 
importance to the UK. 
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UN climate delegates applaud at the 
UN climate talks in Warsaw in 2013.  

Moreover, the monetary plan for FCO’s climate change and 
energy department, special representative for climate change 
and overseas missions was cut by 39%, from £7.5m in 2011-12 
to £4.5 million in 2013-14. 

These data results in a significant change in the UK’s priority: 
spending on energy and resource security projects have 
increased by 11% while climate change projects have faced a 
39% reduction. 

This situation will be increasingly important in relation to climate 
talks in Paris that will take place next year with the objective to 
reach a global deal. 

Climate change and environmental issues are currently playing a 
core role, at the center of the international agenda: most major 
embassies have a team that focus on the low carbon sector. 
Additionally, around 20 officials are working on climate related 
activities in Beijing.  

http://www.glawcal.org.uk
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         Conferences and Workshops 

As part of the Research Project on “Evaluating Policies for Sustainable Energy Investments: towards 
an integrated approach on national and international stage” , Acronym of the Project: EPSEI, 
funded by the European Community’s Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-2013) People, 
Marie Curie IRSES Project under grant agreement n° 269327, the following events have been 
organized by gLAWcal—Global Law Initiatives for Sustainable Development (United Kingdom) : 

Workshop on “Sustainable Energy, Environment and Health in Europe and China: An International 
and Comparative Law Perspective” , jointly organized by gLAWcal – Global Law Initiatives for 
Sustainable Development (United Kingdom), Università degli Studi di Torino, Dipartimento di 
Giurisprudenza (Italy), Wuhan University Law School (China) Tsinghua University School of Law 
(China) held at Università degli Studi di Torino, Dipartimento di Giurisprudenza (Italy) on the 22 
December 2014 

Addressing – Paolo Davide FARAH 

http://www.glawcal.org.uk
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CAO Wei, Tsinghua University School of Law (China), Framework of Laws and Policies on Renewable 
Energy and Relevant Systems in China under the Background of Climate Change 
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Paolo Davide FARAH, West Virginia University (WV, USA), gLAWcal – 
tainable Development (United Kingdom), EPSEI Vice-coordinator at University of Turin Department of 
Law (Italy) 
Energy 
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-EU BIT Contribute                       
to Sustainable Investment in the Light of the UNCTAD 
Investment Policy Framework for Sustainable Develop-
ment 
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Nadia COGGIOLA, University of Turin, Depart-
ment of Management (Italy) 

tos Damages in China 
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FP7-PEOPLE-2010 IRSES 

Marie Curie Irses  

Institutions organizing the Workshop within the EPSEI Consortium: 

 

      EPSEI PROJECT 

    Evaluating Policies for Sustainable Energy Investments: 

    Towards an Integrated Approach on National and International Stage 

WORKSHOP ON 

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH IN EUROPE 
AND CHINA: AN INTERNATIONAL AND COMPARATIVE LAW PERSPEC-

TIVE 

held at 

     University of Turin, Department of Law, Turin, Italy 

UNITO Campus - Room LL3 

                                             22 December 2014            

11:00 - 11:30 Welcome and Greetings 

11:30 – 12:00 Welcoming speeches 

11:30 – 11:45 

Addressing – Michele GRAZIADEI, EPSEI Coordinator at University of Turin, Depart-
ment of Law (Italy) 

http://www.glawcal.org.uk
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11:45 – 11:55 

Addressing – Piercarlo ROSSI, Research Team Coordinator at Universita del Piemonte 
Orientale (Italy) 

11:55 – 12:00 

Addressing – Paolo Davide FARAH, West Virginia University (WV, USA), gLAWcal – 
Global Law Initiatives for Sustainable Development (United Kingdom), EPSEI Vice-
Coordinator at University of Turin Department of Law (Italy) 

Lunch Break - 12:00 – 13:30 

 

Session ONE 

13:30 – 13:50 

QIN Tianbao, Wuhan University Law School, Research Institute of Environmental Law 
(China) 

China: Energy Policy and Environmental Matters 

13:50 – 14:00 

Questions & Answers 

 

14:00 – 14:20  

Luo Li, Beijing Institute of Technology (China) and Member of the EPSEI Team at 
Tsinghua University School of law 

The Legislation of Climate Change Law in China 

14:20 – 14:30 

Questions & Answers 

 

14:30 – 14:50 

CAO Wei, Tsinghua University School of Law (China) 

Framework of Laws and Policies on Renewable Energy and Relevant Systems in China un-
der the Background of Climate Change 

http://www.glawcal.org.uk
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14:50 – 15:10 

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION 

15:10 – 15:40 Break  

 

SESSION TWO 

15:40 – 16:00 

Paolo Davide FARAH, West Virginia University (WV, USA), gLAWcal – Global Law Ini-
tiatives for Sustainable Development (United Kingdom), EPSEI Vice-coordinator at 
University of Turin Department of Law (Italy) 

OPEC Production Quotas and The World Trade Organization: The Impact for Renewable 
Energy 

16:00 – 16:10 

Questions & Answers 

 

16:10 – 16:30  

ZHANG Qinglin, Wuhan University Law School, Institute of International Law (China) 

Sustainable Development and International Investment Law 

16:30 – 16:40 

Questions & Answers 

 

16:40 – 17:00  

XIAO Jun, Wuhan University Law School, Institute of International Law (China) 

How Can a Prospective China-EU BIT Contribute to Sustainable Investment in the Light of 
the UNCTAD Investment Policy Framework for Sustainable Development. 

17:00 – 17:10 

Questions & Answers 

http://www.glawcal.org.uk
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17:10 – 17:30 

Nadia COGGIOLA, University of Turin, Department of Management (Italy) 

The Rough Path to the Compensation of Asbestos Damages in China 

17:30 – 17:40 

Questions & Answers 

 

17:40 – 18:00  

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION WITH ALL THE PARTICIPANTS TO THE WORKSHOP 
(LISTED BELOW) 

18:00 – 18:45 EPSEI Scientific Results – Open discussion - Current Research Scope, 
Outputs Already Achieved within EPSEI Project, Ongoing Books and Journal Issues 

Paolo Davide Farah, West Virginia University, (WV, USA) gLAWcal – Global Law Initiatives 
for Sustainable Development (United Kingdom), EPSEI Vice-coordinator at University of 
Turin Department of Law (Italy) 

 

Participants to the Workshop: 

Francesco ADAMO, Development Studies and Planning, Department of Economics, Uni-
versity of Piemonte Orientale (Italy); GeoProgress, NGO for the Earth’s Ecosystem and 
Human Communities Progress (Italy) 

CAO Wei, Tsinghua University School of Law (China) 

Nadia COGGIOLA, University of Turin, Department of Management (Italy) 

Paolo Davide FARAH, West Virginia University (WV, USA), gLAWcal – Global Law Initia-
tives for Sustainable Development (UK), EPSEI Vice-coordinator at University of Turin, 
Law Department (Italy) 

Michele GRAZIADEI, EPSEI Coordinator at University of Turin, Department of Law (Italy) 

Luo Li, Beijing Institute of Technology (China) and Member of the EPSEI Team at Tsing-
hua University School of Law 

Margherita POTO, University of Turin, Department of Management (Italy) 

http://www.glawcal.org.uk
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QIN Tianbao, Wuhan University Law School, Research Institute of Environmental Law 
(China) 

Piercarlo ROSSI, Research Team Coordinator at Universita del Piemonte Orientale (Italy) 

Elisa RUOZZI, University of Turin, Department of Law (Italy) 

XIAO Jun, Wuhan University Law School, Institute of International Law (China) 

ZHANG Qinglin, Wuhan University Law School, Institute of International Law (China) 

 

This workshop has been organized and implemented within the European Union 
Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-2013) under grant agreement n° 269327 
Acronym of the Project: EPSEI, Coordinated by University of Turin - Dipartimento di 
Giurisprudenza - http://epsei.eu

For any information about the EPSEI project and its objectives, please address your 
queries by email to: paolofarah@yahoo.com  
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This Special Issue of the gLAWcal Newsletter with focus on “Global Threats 
and Trends Toward Sustainable Development. Environmental Issues in 
United Kingdom” has been realized gLAWcal—Global Law Initiatives for 
Sustainable Development within the European Community’s Seventh Frame-
work Programme (FP7/2007-2013) People, Marie Curie IRSES Project under 
grant agreement n° 269327, “Evaluating Policies for Sustainable Energy Invest-
ments” , Acronym of the Project: EPSEI, Coordinated by University of Tu-
rin - Dipartimento di Giurisprudenza. For any information about the EPSEI pro-
ject and its objectives, please address your queries by email to: re-
search@glawcal.org.uk 

 glawcal     

global law initiatives for sustainable development 

gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a 
new focus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the 
relationship between international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-
trade-related values and concerns. 

Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as good 
governance, human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, 
labour rights, access to knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal 
welfare, climate change, energy, environmental protection and sustainable development, product 
safety, food safety and security. 

Owner and Editor: gLAWcal - Global Law Initiatives for Sustainable Development 

Editorial staff:  United States, United Kingdom, Italy, France, Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Germany, Spain, Belgium, Switzerland, China, Lebanon, Armenia, Israel 

Editorial Project: All unauthorized reproduction, even partial or for internal use, is 
forbidden. 

Contact us: research@glawcal.org.uk  
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