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Ontario Grade 5
Social Studies

Strand A:  Heritage & Identity
Interactions of Indigenous Peoples and Europeans prior to 1713

Part 4: The Fur Trade



NOTE
In 2018 the Ontario Ministry of Education published a revised social 
studies curriculum document, which changed some of the 
language terms from the 2018 curriculum.  Particular attention was 
paid to the recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission.  For example:
• “First Nations” was replaced by “Indigenous Peoples” when 

appropriate.
• The time period “in New France and early Canada” was 

replaced by “Prior to 1713, in what would eventually become 
Canada”.

• More attention has been paid to Métis and Inuit issues.
• This Coach’s Corner resource was revised in 2018, and again in 

April of 2020, reflecting the recommendations of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission report.  I STRONGLY recommend 
that teachers contact the “Indigenous Liaison” teacher in their 
school boards as they teach this social studies strand. These 
teachers can provide support for you AND help you make 
contact with local Indigenous people who may be able to visit 
your classroom to help clarify concepts or explain the 
meanings behind cultural items such as dreamcatchers or 
wampum belts.  If you are unsure of an activity or assignment, 
please contact your Indigenous Liaison, as they are a fabulous 
source of information for you!

As I update my units for this social studies strand, I will be ensuring 
that the proper terminology is used.  In the following curriculum 
chart, I have omitted the phrase “prior to 1713, in what would 
eventually become Canada” in order to fit everything on one 
page.

Please check back to your “My Purchases” section of your TPT 
account to ensure you are using the most recent revision of this 
social studies resource, as I will be updating it regularly!
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Interactions of Indigenous Peoples and Europeans Prior to 1713:
The Fur Trade

Note:  Part 4 of this unit is focused on the mechanics and relationships of the early fur 
trade.  Students learn about how the English and French fur trading practices differed 
from each other, and how different First Nations groups aligned themselves with either 
European fur trading group.

While you can teach every lesson as it is presented in this resource, please feel free to 
use only the ones you fell are best suited to your individual classroom and students!

There are two extra sections at the end of the lessons:
1.  Bonus Section:  Students texts and relevant links for residential schools and 

modern day issues
2. Let’s Debate:  a 4-day debate unit that could be used as a culminating

Strand A activity.

Lesson # Lesson/Resource Time 
Period

Page 
Number

1 Making Decisions in the New World 1 6
2 Positive & Negative Consequences of the Fur 

Trade
1 11

3 Relationships in the Fur Trade 1-2 14
4 Struggle for the Fur Trade 1 21
5 Chat Stations:  Baymen vs Voyageurs 1 19
6 The Great Peace of Montreal 1 39

Bonus Section:  
• Residential Schools
• Modern Day Issues

42

Let’s Debate Unit 4 50
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Complete 3-Part 
Lesson Plans
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Chat Stations to Engage
Learners:

Students rotate through 6
“stations”, recording 

their thoughts & questions 
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Student Texts
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Exploration of 
Current 

Indigenous Issues
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Variety of
Activities

Timeline
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Check out these other resources from 
Coach’s Corner:  Click to access 

product descriptions.

Note:  This resource is also 
available as part of a money-
saving bundle.  Check it out(as 
well as the other component 
parts) by clicking on the images!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ontario-Gr-5-Social-Studies-Strand-A-Heritage-and-Identity-Part-3-1249788?aref=wtxi63k9
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ontario-Gr-5-Social-Studies-Strand-A-The-Great-Fur-Fair-Culminating-Event-1272525
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ontario-Gr-5-Social-Studies-Strand-A-Heritage-and-Identity-Bundle-1410603
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ontario-Gr-5-Social-Studies-Strand-A-Heritage-and-Identity-Part-2-1163775
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Coachs-Corner-7466
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Canadian-Government-and-Citizenship-399816
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Simply-Stated-Canadian-Government-Citizenship-Canadian-Citizenship-2130579
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/First-Nations-and-Europeans-in-New-France-and-Early-Canada-FRENCH-BUNDLE-2684480
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ontario-Grade-6-Social-Studies-FRENCH-Communities-in-Canada-Bundle-2279445
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Canadian-Bell-Work-for-Grade-5-282276
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Canadian-Bell-Work-for-Grade-56-2679608
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Canadian-Bell-Work-for-Grade-6-295890
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Wonder-by-RJ-Palacio-Integrated-Book-Study-564584
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ontario-Gr-5-Social-Studies-Strand-A-Heritage-and-Identity-Part-1-1049175
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