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Original (Printable) 
PDF with Complete 

Lesson Plans

Instruction Booklet with Link 
to Google Slides Version



Unit Structure
This unit has been created to assist teachers who have a split Grade 5/6 
classroom in Ontario and meets the expectations of the 2023 Social 
Studies Curriculum.

Lesson plans enable the teacher to lead ONE lesson for both grades, and 
then the major task for the lesson is the same, but with each grade 
looking at different student texts (grade-level, illustrated texts are 
included).  

Most lessons focus on one of the “Concepts of 
Social Studies Thinking” from the curriculum, 
allowing students to develop critical literacy as 
historians and geographers during this unit.  

For example:

Lesson 4:  Primary & Secondary Sources

Getting Started:  Explanation of different types of evidence; students work 
in pairs to sort a set of sources into Primary/Secondary chart.

Working on It: Students examine primary/secondary sources and 
annotate using highlighters:

Grade 5:  Explorers to New France
Grade 6:  The Growth of Winnipeg

Reflecting & Connecting:  Discussion of student findings, and of when 
each type of evidence is most appropriate.  Possible Activity:  Students 
explore their classroom for items that would be primary or secondary 
evidence for someone 100 years in the future who wants to know what 
education was like a century before!



Blended Lessons

Grade 5 Text Grade 6 Text

Same concept, 
but different 
foci for each 
grade.  

Here each grade 
level has 
different 
communities to 
explore, but they 
come together 
to share their 
knowledge during 
Reflecting and 
Connecting



14 Lessons
1. What is the “Canadian Identity?
2. How Do the Features of a 

Community Contribute to Its 
Identity?

3. Why Do People Live in Certain 
Communities?

4. Where Have Canada’s 
Indigenous Peoples Lived?

5. What Are Treaty Territories?
6. What Are Primary and 

Secondary Sources?
7. How Do Maps Show Patterns 

and Trends?
8. What Are Interrelationships?
9. How Have Canadians Solved 

Problems?
10. What Makes an Event 

Significant?
11. What are “Causes and 

Consequences”?
12. Why Do People Have Different 

Perspectives?
13. Whose Perspectives Are 

Loudest?
14. Métis and Inuit Peoples
Culminating Event:  Let’s Debate
Assessment and Evaluation



Using Big 
Ideas 

Learning Goals



Full Lesson Plans
Links to Appropriate 

Websites

2023 Revised Ontario
 Social Studies Curriculum Expectations



Student-Friendly Texts 



Digital Version Can 
be Used with Google 

Read & Write



Digital Version: 
Movable Interactive 

Pieces



Mapping



Links to Relevant 
Videos & Websites

Clickable Links in 
Digital Version



Assessment Tools



Focus on 
Indigenous 

Peoples



Instruction Booklet

Answer Keys



Printable & Digital 
Versions are 
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