
Teaching Old Dogs New Tricks 

Tips for Keeping Up with Technology 



Intro to Tom and Liz 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/crystalfaye/ 



What Kind of Dog Are You? 

• Link to Buzzfeed quiz (DO THIS HERE?) 

http://bzfd.it/1gJZ6nU


What kinds of “dogs” will you find  
in your library? 

 



Old Dogs?  

 



Young Dogs? 

 



OR Old Dogs with Young Minds? 

 



Do You Want to Be a Young Dog? 

 



Keep learning: 

• Formally 

• Informally 
 

 



Informal Learning 



Set Priorities:  
Keep Your Eye on the Bone 

• It is impossible to know everything about new 
technology – there is just too much 
information, it changes too quickly, and you 
have too little time 

• Figure out what you need to know about 
professionally and what you want to know 
about personally 

 



Sources of Information 

• Online 

– Be specific – there’s too much information to 
wade through. Choose specific topics. 

– Find a few credible websites or blogs on topics 
that you are interested in 

– Connect through Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, and 
professional associations 

 



Organize! 

 

 

 



Other Sources of Information 



Schedule Learning  

 



Formal Learning 

• Learning that occurs within a structured 
context specifically designed as learning. 

– Classroom 

– Webinars 

– Self-directed coursework 



 



But old dogs have to WANT to participate. You 
can lead a dog to water, but you can’t make it 
drink. Or can you? 

 

 



Enter the eCafe! 



 



How We Do It at PBCLS 

• Variety of devices at all branches 

• All Hands on Tech 

 

But you have to WANT to stay current! 

 







And did we mention FOOD? 

 




