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Unit Structure

Three-Part Lesson Format

Getting 
Started

Working
On It

Reflecting 
& Connecting

Lessons focus on 
a curriculum 
expectation or 
“Concept of 
Disciplinary 
Thinking”, with an 
engaging activity.

Students explore a 
community (ie. 
Japanese-Canadians 
during WWII) while 
applying a skill (ie. 
mapping) or concept (ie. 
Cause & consequence).  

The class gathers to 
share information about 
their learning and to 
reflect upon how that 
lessons’ focus contributes 
to their collective 
understanding the many 
types of Canadian 
communities, the role that 
individual citizens can play 
in improving these 
communities, and the 
“Canadian identity”.

This unit leads students on an exploration of many different 
Canadian communities, both historical and current.  I have 
chosen the communities of Winnipeg and Attawapiskat to be 
the “pillar” communities, as they are very different from 
each other, but students will also explore:   

Early Black 
Communities

Europeans in 
New France 
Fort McMurrayQuébec City

Indigenous 
Peoples in 

Canada Elliot Lake

L’Arche

Ottawa

Japanese-Canadians Africville, NS 



Unit Components

Part 5 has not 
been digitized as 

it contains a 
large debate 

component, that 
doesn’t lend 
itself well to 
this format.

• Teacher-led lessons
• Students explore a wide variety 

of current and historical 
Canadian communities

5 Printable PDFs 

4 Digital Google Slides



5 Mini-Units          30 Activities
Part 1:  Moving From One 
Community to Another

1. Winnipeg
2. Attawapiskat
3. Close-Up Communities

 Europeans in New France
 Early Black Communities

4. Citizenship Focus:  Making Our 
School Welcoming

5. Inquiry Task:  Pros & Cons of a 
New Community

Part 2:  Settler Communities 
and the Environment

1. Features of a Community (1)
2. Features of a Community (2)  

Close-Up Communities:
 Fort McMurray, Alberta
 Winter in Québec City

3. Citizenship Focus:  Protecting Our 
Environment

4. Different Kinds of Evidence
5. Inquiry Task:  Environmental 

Features of a Community

Part 3:  Important Events in 
Community Development

1. Important Events in Winnipeg’s 
History

2. Important Events in 
Attawapiskat’s History

3. Cause & Consequence in 
Community Development

4. Important Events in a Cultural 
Community

5. Citizenship Focus:  Making Our 
Community Stronger

6. Inquiry Task:  Menu Board:  
Important Events in a Community

Part 4:  Life in a Settler 
Community

1. The Canadian Identity
2. Patterns and Trends in 

Community Life
3. Culture in One Community
4. Ottawa:  Home of Canadian 

Politics
5. The Economy of the Fur Trade in 

New France
6. Inquiry Task:  Celebrating Our 

Diversity

Part 5:  Canada – A Land of Many Perspectives
1. Perspective
2. Let’s Debate (1)
3. Let’s Debate (2)
4. Let’s Debate (3)
5. Unsung Community Heroes
6. Inquiry Task:  A Telephone Script



3-Part Lessons in 
PRINTABLE VERSION



Printable & Digital Versions 
Cover Same Content

Perfect for distance learning,
AND for IEP accommodations!  



Printable 
Version

Student-Friendly Text



95% Editable Text in 
DIGITAL VERSION

Students simply type in their answers, or use Google 
Read & Write’s dictation tool!

Draggable 
Items



Digital Version Can 
be Used with Google 

Read & Write



Mapping
Printable

Digital



Clear Student 
Instructions

Additional Teacher 
Notes

Digital Version



Printable:  QR Codes Digital:  Clickable Links



Instruction Booklets

Answer Keys
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