


THE GENEROUS LIFE
Part 7: The Test Of Generosity

PERSONAL NOTES


OPEN:
1. Welcome 

2. Almost done with this series.

3. NEXT WEEK - “Recipient of Generosity” - What do you do when someone is generous and kind to you?

4. Today I want to talk about the TEST of Generosity.

5. Before you get worried about passing or failing – the test has more to do with God passing the test than you.

6. Today I want to share a biblical principle with you that is VERY near and dear to me!

7. The things I will share are not a teaching I heard . . .

a. Not something someone said God would do
b. FIRST HAND experience.

c. I have lived and breathed by these principles for over 45 years - from the time I was a child – I blindly followed and believed God’s Word and put God to the test and EVERY time HE has shown himself faithful!!!

d. All I ask is that you hear me out and trust me, trust God.

e. A principle that has been time tested from the FOUNDATION of the earth!

7. Open your bibles with me to The Book of Genesis.

CREATION - CAIN AND ABEL
Genesis 4:3-5  In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. 4 And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.

1. WHY did God reject Cain’s????
2. Abel brought the FIRSTBORN of his flock.
3. Cain brought “some of the fruits.”
4. God is looking at our hearts when we give.
5. 2 Corinthians 9 tells us to give cheerfully – not grudgingly or reluctantly!
6. I LIVE TO GIVE!  JOY!!!

THE GENEROSITY TEST

Exodus 23:19  Bring the best of the first fruits of your soil to the house of the LORD your God.

· It’s not the tenth portion of your first fruits – it’s the first portion.

Proverbs 3:9-10  NLT  Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the best part of everything you produce. 10 Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow with good wine.

If you are taking notes . . . big idea . . . 

· I WILL GIVE GOD MY FIRST AND MY BEST SO HE CAN BLESS THE REST.

Leviticus 27:30  A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. 

Malachi 3 NIV

6 “I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty.
“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 

8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ “In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me. 

10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to 
store it. 

11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty.  12 “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the Lord Almighty.

THE BLESSINGS OF THE TITHE

1. TITHING PROVIDES FOR GOD’S WORK THROUGH HIS CHURCH. 

Malachi 3:10a   Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 

a. When you bring your tithe onto the church – it funds Kingdom work and Kingdom purpose.  

b. Have there been abuses in the Body of Christ?  SURE

c. EX:  Kim brought home an apple last week – mushy, no flavor.  I didn’t say, “I will never eat apples again.”

d. I had a BAD APPLE!

Things we have been able to accomplish over the last 12 years:

a. It provides for the work of God through His church. Ten percent comes back. We give offerings above that. 

b. The church, is God's chosen vessel to impact this world.

c. We have provided a building – a gathering place for believers to worship, a refuge of hope, a place for healing, God’s Word to be proclaimed.  YOU made it a reality!

d. We have financially contributed to 17 community organizations and assisted them with their vision and mission.

e. FREE:  We don’t charge for these CD sets!  We generously give all our CDs away, make the teaching available free on line where people from 145 countries watch our services.

f. Each year through ARC – Association of Related Churches we help plant 25-30 churches across the nation.

g. In 2013 we were able to put our roots down into this city with a permanent home by purchasing the Woodmen Campus facility.  Monthly expenses went down.

h. Through your giving we have had the resources to hire the very best children’s and youth ministers to transform kid’s lives.

i. Ice Cream Truck, food distribution, school adoption

j. SOUTH Campus – Launched two years ago:  “We want to give God another net to catch fish.”

k. Assisted 8-9 local churches launch and plant.

l. EX:  Local pastor was tired and burned out, on a sabbatical – RFC gave him a very nice gift to send him and his family on a well needed vacation out of town.

m. DH – Coaching Pastors across the country who are watching how well YOU guys do church, serve, and give.

n. YOUR GIVING – made it possible for over 740 People to give their life to Jesus last year!!!

THE BLESSINGS OF THE TITHE:

2. TITHING TEACHES ME TO PUT GOD FIRST.

a. God wants to be first in every area of our lives.

Exodus 20:2-3  “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery  3 “You shall have no other gods before me.”

b. You have the honor of rearranging, re-prioritizing your life around God. The tithe. 

c. Tithing - Clarifies the Lordship of Jesus Christ in our finances.
· Some say Jesus be Lord of my heart
· Be lord of my thoughts
· Be lord of my body
· Be Lord of everything – but leave my money alone.   

d. Deuteronomy 14:23 TLB   Bring this tithe to eat before the Lord your God at the place he shall choose as his sanctuary; this applies to your tithes of grain, new wine, olive oil, and the firstborn of your flocks and herds. The purpose of tithing is to teach you always to put God first in your lives.

e. EX:  I can spot the tithers in the room right now
· The tithers are kicked back smiling and nodding, chilling, blessed, relaxed 

· The rest of you are going, "Crud, holy cow, wished we hadn't come today! Are you telling me 10%, are you crazy? You have no idea!" 

· You are worried! "Do you realize 10%, do you know what that would take? I mean, we would have to rearrange everything! 

· You tell me 10%!  I would have to reorganize! Re-prioritize and make major changes to put God first! Is that what you are telling me?" 

· "YES! YES! THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT I'M TELLING YOU! THAT IS PRECISELY WHAT I'M TELLING YOU!

3. TITHING INCREASES MY FAITH IN GOD.

a. It teaches me that 90% with the blessings of God goes further than 100% without. 

b. Those of you that are tithers, you are nodding. 

c. REST -  “it doesn't make sense, I have done the math, I don't understand it, how is this possible?” 

d. The math doesn’t make sense. -- We were taught as a child that 10 is better than 9

e. TITHING - teaches you that 90% with the blessings of God goes further than 100% without. 

Malachi 3:10b ‘Test me in this,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.’ 


· IT REQUIRES FAITH TO GIVE FIRST. IF YOU GIVE LAST, IT DOESN’T REQUIRE FAITH.

· We give first, because that is exactly how God gave to us. 

Romans 5:8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

f. What did God do? God gave his first, His one and only Son, His best, when did He give? 

g. He gave BEFORE we believed. 

h. He gave first, believing that we would see His gift to us, "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son", that when we saw that, that our only reasonable response would be to give Him our whole lives. 

i. God gave first, and we give our whole lives back.

j. WHY?  He wants us blessed to BE a blessing.

k. EX:  Blessings in my life – goodness of God – direct result from tithing.

l. EX:  ****VERY RARE – you will ever be able to convince a tither to stop tithing!  They KNOW the power of it.

m. Three weeks ago, a member stopped me in the lobby and told me this story…

EX:  STORY – RFC Member Tithing. 
· They were in the process of looking to buy a new house.
· They were saving everything to go towards the purchase.
· First of May – they paused – “should we hold back the tithe this month to go towards the house?”

· Husband and wife BOTH agreed – “NO – we should honor God and give our tithes.”

· A few weeks later they put an offer in on a house with two other bids.  Guess who got the house????

· She Said:  “This house is more than we had ever hoped for or thought we could get!!”

· When you honor God – he will honor and promote you!!!!
· He will take your 90% left over, bless it and multiply it, so you will have more than if you kept 100%!

· We serve a good God!!!
90 DAY TITHING CHALLENGE – MONEY BACK GUARANTEE (SEE SAMPLE – Back of handout
[image: RFC Icon NO WHITE BORDER]Rock Family Church 
90 Day Tithing Challenge

If you are not currently tithing, Rock Family Church will give you the ability to
"put God to the test." 

According to Malachi 3:10, God says, "Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it." 

We believe so much in the promise of God that we are willing to wholeheartedly support God's Word by offering the three-month tithing challenge. If you would like to participate in the challenge, all we ask is that you agree to the guidelines listed below. We are excited to see all that God is going to do in your life over the next 90 days! 

I would like to test God's faithfulness by accepting the 90 Day Tithing Challenge.

I agree that for the 90 day period beginning ________________ and ending ___________________, my household will contribute to God, through Rock Family Church, a tithe equal to 10% or more of our income.  At the end of the 90 day period, if I am not convinced of God's faithfulness to bless my life as a result of my obedience to His Word, then I will be entitled to request and receive a refund of the full amount of contributions made during that 90-day period.

· I understand that this form must be completed and received by the Rock Family Church office prior to the beginning of the 90 Day Tithe Challenge Period.
· I understand that my household qualifies for participation because we have not been tithing for the last six months.
· I understand that my tithe must be paid by check, online or by a completed offering envelope, so that my tithe can be properly credited.
· I understand that I cannot seek a refund prior to the end of the 90 Day Tithing Challenge period, and that I cannot seek a refund for any contributions made prior to the beginning of the 90 Day Tithing Challenge period.
· I understand that any request for a refund must be received in writing by the church office within 30 days of the ending date listed above for the 90 Day Tithing Challenge.

* SAMPLE ONLY, ACTUAL FORMS AVAILABLE
AT GUEST INFORMATION.

n. Someone say, “Well I’m just going to hold onto Philippians 4:19

Philippians 4:19  And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.

· Read the preceding FIVE verses!
· Paul is talking about

Philippians 4:15b -19  When I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; 16 for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when I was in need. 

17 Not that I desire your gifts; what I desire is that more be credited to your account. 18 I have received full payment and have more than enough. I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.

· VERSE 19 is a result of their steps of faith to GIVE – 
· FAITH IS AN ACTION

19  And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.

[bookmark: _GoBack]1 Corinthians 16:1-3  Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. 2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 3 Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem.

CLOSE:
1. Prayerfully consider taking the leap of faith!

2. HEAR ME – if you don’t give a dime – you are loved, valuable and precious.  Not giving does NOT disqualify you from the family!!!!!

3. If it did – 70% of our members would be disqualified.

4. Don’t let the devil beat you up on this!!

5. What could we do? – who could we reach? How many lives could we transform IF more members tithed and gave offerings???

6. Thank you for the way you GIVERS GIVE!!!!!!  I am so grateful!!!!


LAW VERSUS GRACE

1. Some say - “I’m not under the law”
2. Grace does not abandon the old covenant
3. Murder is still sin – New Testament = tells us that if we hate someone we have committed murder in our heart
4. Adultery is still sin – New Testament = Jesus said if we look upon a woman and lust we have committed adultery in our HEART.
5. GRACE EMPOWERS me to rise above the law!
· 2 Corinthians 9 takes the lid off my giving – “Give abundantly – reap abundantly”
6. God’s not out to get your money – He wants your heart.
7. The tithe is the beginning place. It breaks the grip of materialism and trust in money and things and we return to God what belongs to God.

Jesus reference to the tithe. . . .
…For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things. Matthew 23:23 NLT
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