


The Generous Life
Part 2:  Community Generosity

PERSONAL NOTES


Open – 1 Min

1. Welcome 

2. Today we are going to address a very important topic in our second part of the series – The Generous Life: Community Generosity.

3. What does that look like?  How do we, as a church, do that?  How do we tackle this as individuals?

4. Today I have invited a friend of mine to join us; Stu Davis, Community Relations Director at Springs Rescue Mission -- An expert on community generosity.

5. Before we dive in to pick his brain – let me lay a foundation.

CHURCH VISION – 4-5 Min

ROCK – Building our lives on the Rock of Jesus Christ. Growing in our relationship with God
FAMILY – Growing in our family relationships both naturally & spiritually
CHURCH – Reaching out to our community with the Good News of Jesus Christ in tangible ways.

1. One of the core values from the very beginning of Rock – was we are: 

· Highly intentional on NOT being a country club that caters to Christian members.  BUT – be a rescue station to seek and save the lost, wounded, hurting and broken.

2. WE BELIEVE:  “The church is not here for us.  We are the church and we are here for the world.”

3. RFC – Dare to Care – launched 8 years ago.  A commitment to impact our city in tangible ways.

4. We give away 10% of our income – high percentage of that staying right here in our city.

Matthew 25:34-40 NIV

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

5. Jesus conveys a VERY powerful message:

· “If you love me . . . you will love these people!”
· This is what separates the SHEEP from the GOATS!
· Are we willing as a church, as followers of Christ, to fulfill this command?
· Easy to say “yes” but do our actions correspond to our words?

6. In the big picture – I believe we “the church” has taken a back seat and surrendered to the federal government to do what Jesus commissioned us to be doing.


Q & A WITH STU – 15-20 minutes
STU DAVIS - Community Relations Director at Springs Rescue Mission
**Role SRM video here

1. Talk about the poverty and homeless situations here in Colorado Springs. What are the real issues, and the real needs out there that we may not be aware of?  

· We all have a stereotype of the guy under the bridge or pushing a shopping cart - Put a name and face (so to speak) to the average homeless person in crisis here in our city.


2. What is Springs Rescue Mission doing to address some of those issues, or meet some of those needs?  What are some areas that you guys need volunteers?

3. Springs Rescue Mission is in the midst of a major expansion that Rock Family Church has chosen to join and assist. Can you tell us more about that?

4. We have all seen the man or woman on the street corner, holding a sign, asking for help. I think all of us struggle with what to do to really help them. Can you help us understand how to best respond?

· You and I have both read the book “Toxic Charity” that dives into the subject of how sometimes in our attempts to help people, we really hinder their road to recovery.  What are some things we should avoid doing?

5. So if someone’s heart is pricked and they determine they want to be generous here in Colorado Springs - What would you want this group of people (the congregation) to do when they walk out of this service and back into the real world beyond these doors?


WRAP UP – DH – 5 Min

1. I want to encourage each one of you to stop by the SRM table in the lobby.  Prayerfully consider being a monthly sponsor.

2. Karl Menninger, the distinguished psychiatrist who founded the world-renowned Menninger clinic says, "Giving is an important criteria of mental health. Generous people are rarely mentally ill." 


3. Word the Holy Spirit gave me for our church EIGHT Years ago:

To the church in Colorado Springs at Rock Family Church:  “What do you have?  The question from the heart of God is what do you have?  Take an inventory.  What do you have that you can offer for me to use to promote the gospel?  To touch people?  To help this church?  To fulfill this vision?  Is it a skill, a talent, a gift, a knack that just seems to come easy to you?  Is it finances, resources, connections, or relationships?  Is it time?  Is it prayer?  Is it faith to see the impossible done?  Many of you here feel like ‘I have nothing to offer.’  But I know what I have given to you and placed within you.  Only when you plant it can I bless it and command it to grow.  Otherwise it’s like a barn of seed that neither profits the farmer or the people.  Remember the feeding of the 5000 when I didn’t even have enough myself.  Yet I took what I had and planted it and gave it away and then the increase began to take place.  The people ate, I ate until we could eat no more, and there was still more than enough left over.  What do you have?  What can you give?  What gift, what tool, what resource could be planted to help another?  Look around.  It’s in giving that real joy in life is found.” 

Whatever!  Whatever it takes!  Whatever it cost!  Whatever the price!  We will do whatever we need to do to reach out city for Christ

4. To reach the LEAST requires the MOST of us.

5. What Do You Have?

Exodus 4:2  Then the LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?"  "A staff," he replied.  NIV

Exodus 4:17  But take this staff in your hand so you can perform miraculous signs with it."  NIV

2 Kings 4:2  Elisha replied to her, "How can I help you? Tell me, what do you have in your house?"  "Your servant has nothing there at all," she said, "except a little oil."  NIV
· Go and collect vessels, pots
· Oil poured forth until every pot was filled – went and sold it!

Mark 6:37-38  But he answered, “You give them something to eat.”
They said to him, “That would take more than half a year’s wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?” 38 “How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.”

MSG:  “Take an inventory."  

a. When we take inventory it looks like we don’t have enough.
b. We START with what we have.

6. REMEMBER - VISION SUNDAY 2016 (Feb) Our goal is to reach “EVERY ONE” or “EVERYONE?”

· The challenge can seem overwhelming.
· One person – one life – one family – one child at a time!
· Faithful in “little” – he will put us over “much.”
· One random act of kindness
· One step of obedience to the Holy Spirit’s leading and direction.
· We reach our city with generosity and kindness ONE PERSON at a time! 

7.  “Great churches are not built on the talents of a few but the sacrifices of many!”


Talk about the poverty and homeless situations here in Colorado Springs. What are the real issues, and the real needs out there that we may not be aware of? 

This is a really delicate issue, in large part because when we see people on the streets, we tend to lump them all into one bucket, one stereotype. They may be negative or neutral, but we all do it. I do it. But the reality is that people who are living in poverty or homelessness represent a broad spectrum of people. Most did not choose their lifestyle, and often if they could do anything about it, they would try to change. Many grew up as victims of terrible abuses; others have been chronic substance abusers since early childhood; mental illness is rampant; and others are victims of tragic circumstances that had nothing to do with their choices. I think it’s easy for us to point to someone on the street and accuse them of making bad choices that landed them there, but for the vast majority, that’s just not true.

We have nearly 85,000 people in El Paso County that live at or below the federal poverty line. That’s a huge number. And most of them want to work, they want to climb the ladder to success, they want to contribute to society. But if you grow up in poverty, if you come back from military service with a physical disability or mental illness, or if you have a serious bout with medical issues, it can be really hard to make a run at a sustainable lifestyle.

So when we see someone on the streets, asking for help, the first thing I want all of us to realize is that these are people just like you and me: someone’s mother or father, brother or sister, aunt or uncle, son or daughter. Their choices may have led them down a different path, but most of us have not faced the same tragedies that most of them have.

But if we need to be concrete, the real issue facing our local impoverished and homeless neighbors is HOUSING, specifically, affordable housing. Statistically, for every 100 people in El Paso County who require access to affordable housing (and there are a lot, remember that 85,000 number?), there are only 16 units. That means that 84 out of every 100 people are left trying to scrap together enough from working several jobs just to pay rent. So when people ask me why we see so many homeless people in Colorado Springs, my response is that we don’t have more than your average city our size; they are just that much more visible because there are no options for them to go to.
 
We all have a stereotype of the guy under the bridge or pushing a shopping cart - Put a name and face (so to speak) to the average homeless person in crisis here in our city.
I’d love to tell you about a friend of mine. He grew up here in Colorado Springs in an impoverished family. Early on in his life, he was exposed to alcohol first through his alcoholic father and his friends, and then by his own friends in school. Since it wasn’t discouraged at home, he took a liking to it right away, and was hooked by 12 years old. Soon after, he started using marijuana, which led to other drugs like LSD, cocaine, and heroin. Needless to say, he didn’t finish high school. As he grew up, he fell in love with a lovely lady and they got married. A few years later, despite his inability to hold a steady job, they had a son. When his son was 4 years old, he was diagnosed with cancer. A long battle with the disease and no insurance to fall back left him and his wife with a dead baby boy and crippling debt, and already without work. Through the intensity of the circumstances, he and his wife split up. That’s when the addiction really took over. With no income, no family, no support structure, and no education, there was nowhere to go but the streets. And for the last 15 years, he’s been in and out of detox and county jail more times than he can count, sometimes committing petty crimes just so he can get locked up. It’s a lot warmer in prison in January than it is in the corner of a parking garage.
 
What is Springs Rescue Mission doing to address some of those issues, or meet some of those needs?  What are some areas that you guys need volunteers?
First of all, we provide a whole range of programs and services all on our campus, all designed to get people access to the help that they need. For some, it’s just a meal for the day or a roof over their head at night. We served roughly 150,000 meals this year out of a tiny kitchen to those in need, and provided over 9,000 nights of shelter to homeless men and women. We provide over $5M worth of material aid to impoverished families through our food bank, clothing store, and household goods racks. But we also help men and women, homeless and otherwise, gain access to what we call “pathways out of poverty” by getting to know their stories and walking alongside them in a relationship built on trust. We helped over 30 people transition out of homelessness this year. You may think that’s a low number, but remember what I said about the number of available housing units? Through our recovery programs, we are also helping men recover from a life of addiction and putting them back to work, helping them to become contributing members of society again and reuniting them with their families.

We need volunteers in every aspect of what we do. Some people just want to “dip their toe in the water” and see what it’s like. If that’s you, then come help us serve a meal or sort the thousands of donations that come in every week. But if you really want to make a difference, we have volunteers that teach classes, build relationships, help families shop in our store, and other areas. These volunteers contribute 6-10 hours a month, and by being a consistent presence, help us establish that trust that is so vital to this kind of work.
 
Well, most of the rescue missions around the country got their start in sheltering people. Springs Rescue Mission actually got its start 20 years ago helping provide addiction recovery tools to men caught up in substance abuse. And that’s been our bread and butter. But over the last few years, as the city has seen an increase in homelessness and faced a severe lack of resources, we have found ourselves smack in the middle o the city’s plan to address some of those issues. For the last few years, we have operated a 60-bed seasonal shelter and a 70-seat dining facility. Which are great, and we do a lot with that, but it doesn’t address the needs for shelter during non-winter months. So in response to the city’s request, we have agreed to build a 150-bed year-round shelter facility and a 200-seat dining hall. All of this will be accompanied by a homeless engagement center, complete with everything our friends need to just have basic human dignity: showers, laundry facilities, a place to get a warm cup of coffee and interact with a friendly face. It’s a very audacious project, and it has been full of starts and stops. But God has continued to provide in amazing ways, and we are hoping to start construction June 1. But pray for us: this is a $13.8M project, and I think God really wants to see the Church rise up and demonstrate to the city how much we value our struggling friends and neighbors on the street.
 
We have all seen the man or woman on the street corner, holding a sign, asking for help. I think all of us struggle with what to do to really help them. Can you help us understand how to best respond?
 
You and I have both read the book “Toxic Charity” that dives into the subject of how sometimes in our attempts to help people, we really hinder their road to recovery.  What are some things we should avoid doing?
This is a challenge, for sure. I think it’s easiest to start by talking about what NOT to do. Perhaps the least helpful thing we can do for someone on a street corner is just hand them money out of your window. I know it’s hard. Especially for those of us who follow Christ, we feel the biblical call to help, to be a good Samaritan, and give generously. But by handing money out of our window, we are doing several negative things:
First of all, we’re rewarding exactly what people are doing to get that money. Which means that when they get paid to do it, they’ll stop looking for other ways to gain income (or dignity).

We are discouraging people from making their way to places like Springs Rescue Mission, where they can not only get the meal they’re asking for, but also be in proximity to services and programs designed to help them long-term. They’ll never get there if we keep rewarding them on the street corner.

And thirdly, we are creating an unsafe place for them and for the rest of our city. It’s not safe to be on those corners regardless of your situation.

Perhaps slightly more helpful on that scale, if you feel like doing something tangible, is offering someone a bottle of water or granola bar. That’s okay. I can understand that. But in all likelihood, those will only end up as trash on the side of the road.

If you do anything, I would suggest rolling down your window, looking them in the eye, and having a conversation. You might be the only person all day to give them the dignity of eye contact. Ask their name, where they’re from, and even pray for them if you’d like.

The reality is, it costs us at SRM $.24 to provide a healthier meal to those in need than what they would get with the $5 you would hand out their window for a burger and cup of coffee. That means that I can feed someone 20 meals for the same amount that they can get one with your donation. During shelter season, that same $5 can provide 2 nights of shelter and every meal in between. The ways that we are able to stretch the dollar are amazing! And not only that, but when you give to a place like SRM, you are discouraging panhandling and allowing people to gain access to long-term help that they truly need, by people who care and have proper training.

Truly, in that situation, you are the good Samaritan. Remember, the good Samaritan didn’t bandage up the beaten man or oversee his recovery. He simply helped the beaten man get to a place of safety, and provided the resources for his recovery. If we talk about wanting to be Good Samaritan’s, let SRM be the innkeeper while you entrust us with the resources to provide long-term recovery for broken men and women.
 
So if someone’s heart is pricked and they determine they want to be generous here in Colorado Springs - What would you want this group of people (the congregation) to do when they walk out of this service and back into the real world beyond these doors?
Can I be bold here? I would humbly ask you to consider becoming what we call a “Neighbor of Hope.” HOPE is a big word that we use a lot at SRM. Birthed out of a relationship of trust, hope is a powerful thing, even in the hands of homeless person. Neighbors of Hope designate an amount of money that they would like to contribute on a monthly basis to help us provide meals, shelter, recovery and training to men and women across El Paso County – truly, “the least of these.” By committing to a monthly gift, it provides us with some predictability in our resources, so we can plan and prepare for the future. But it also provides these Neighbors of Hope with some unique opportunities. They get front-of-the-line access to our 3 major outreaches at Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas. They get less direct mail! But they also get regular stories from us that demonstrate the life change happening because of their gifts. And I don’t want to sound like a salesman, but we are also adding another element for our Neighbors of Hope: meal coupons. I brought with me a bunch of these coupons specifically to give to new Neighbors of Hope today, that you can give out your window, which invites people to have a meal in our dining hall at the Mission. Instead of giving money, you can give them this invitation, knowing that you are supporting us and helping them learn about our services. Every quarter, we’ll mail you a few more of these cards, so you can always have some on hand.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
If you can’t commit to a monthly gift, that’s totally fine. Then I would ask you to consider two other options: first, make a one-time gift, or commit to a year-end gift of some sort. Or second, find a time to volunteer. Come serve a meal, help in our warehouse, or find a time to serve in our food bank. Let your interaction with a homeless or impoverished family change your perception of those struggling with poverty in our city. You’ll never be the same.
 



