


LIFE OF GENEROSITY
PART 3:  The Heart of Generosity

PERSONAL NOTES


OPEN
1. Two weeks ago we started the series talking about the Author of Generosity – Generosity of God.

2. All of you were challenged to take the GENEROSITY experiment.

GENEROSITY EXPERIMENT STORY:

Went as far as Disney World in the last two weeks

Yesterday I was in Walmart and in a hurry to get out.  Waiting in line there was a lady in front of me with many items and it seemed to be taking a longer time than it needed to.  My first reaction was “come on, please hurry up.”  I noticed that she had items on the belt but there were also items on the metal part behind the belt that weren’t moving forward.  I asked her if those belonged to her (so I could start putting my stuff on the belt behind hers).  

I just wanted to get out of there and be on my way.  I was a bit selfish in the way I was more concerned about my time than about anyone else around me – but God had a plan.

She said “no, I can’t afford them.”  I then started to listen to God a bit.  As I watched her, she was asking the clerk to scan one more item and then she would ask, “now how much is it?”  It was obvious that she couldn’t afford even the items that she had on the belt.  God spoke to me and told me to act.

I told the clerk to just ring her up and that I would add everything else to my bill and that I would pay for it.  The woman immediately started to cry and hugged me.  She told me that her grandchildren were living with her now and that she’s been having a hard time making it.  She had a boy’s dress shirt and she held it up and said that this was for her grandson who was graduating from kindergarten.  I told her not to thank me but to be thankful to Jesus because he told me to do it.  She asked me what church I went to and I said, “Rock Family Church on Woodmen.”  “What’s your name,” she said.  “Jeff,” I said.

She cried and cried and thanked me again.  I told her to thank God because he was the one who loved her enough to provide for her at that moment.

When she left, pushing her cart and crying, the store clerk gave me a hug and thanked me.  The woman who was in line behind me came up and started hugging me and thanking me.  It was as if all of a sudden my life had turned into the Oprah show!

It was such a great opportunity that God presented to me.  I smiled the rest of the day at the fun that I had and the awesome opportunity to share God’s love for this woman and her family.  I can assure you that the entire encounter meant more to me than it even did to her.  

3. Last Week – Blessed to have Stu Davis with us from the Springs Rescue Mission – Part 2:  Community Generosity.  

4. Our eyes were opened to our community, the poverty, homelessness, and how WE can make a difference.

· PLEASE consider becoming a Neighbor of Hope and committing to give on a monthly basis 

5. Today as we have reflected upon the thousands of men and women who have given their life to defend our country and our freedom. . . . what made them do it?  What was the source of their generosity?

6. Today in PART 3 – The HEART of Generosity.

7. Jesus teaches us that it all begins with the heart.  With our core being.

Luke 6:45  A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.

**If generosity isn’t in your heart it will never be in your hand!”


A Heart Of Generosity . . .
1. Is born out of love.  The greater our love, the greater our generosity.

John 15:12-13  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

a. The greatest expression of love is being generous.  
b. Giving to God is easy because I love him so much!
c. Love holds things loosely.
d. Selfishness grips things tightly.
· Generosity is giving up something you love, for something you love more. 

e. EX:  I love people more than things.  I sold a watch on craigslist – saving up for a new watch.  But when I saw a pregnant woman working at IHOP I had to give her $100.  WHY?  HOW?  I love people more than a watch.

f. Sure some military men and women lost their life doing a “job.”  

g. For many – it was a love for this country that drove them to serve and to sacrifice.

h. This is not a perfect nation by far!  But I do believe the United States of America is the best, God fearing, Faith living, prayer focused, best blessed nation on the planet.

i. God bless America!  And God bless those who bled and die to fight for our religious freedom to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. 


A Heart Of Generosity . . .
2. Places a higher priority upon others rather than ourselves.

a. The higher we rank and prioritize ourselves, the stingier we will be. 

b. We end up with a, “Me First” attitude.

· “I’ll be generous AFTER all of my needs are met.”

c. The higher we value others the more generous we will be.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Philippians 2:3-4  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.  NIV

On September 15, 2011 Dakota Meyer was the first living marine to receive the Medal of Honor during the Iraq / Afghan wars from President Obama
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It was September 8, 2009, just before dawn. A patrol of Afghan forces and their American trainers are on foot, making their way up a narrow valley, heading into a village to meet with elders. And suddenly, all over the village, the lights go out. And that's when it happens. About a mile away, Dakota, who was then a corporal, and Staff Sergeant Juan Rodriguez-Chavez, could hear the ambush over the radio. It was as if the whole valley was exploding. Taliban fighters were unleashing a firestorm from the hills, from the stone houses, even from the local school.

And soon, the patrol was pinned down, taking ferocious fire from three sides. Men were being wounded and killed, and four Americans — Dakota's friends — were surrounded. Four times, Dakota and Juan asked permission to go in; four times they were denied. It was, they were told, too dangerous. But one of the teachers in his high school once said, "When you tell Dakota he can't do something, he's is going to do it." And as Dakota said of his trapped teammates, "Those were my brothers, and I couldn't just sit back and watch."
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The story of what Dakota did next will be told for generations. He told Juan they were going in. Juan jumped into a Humvee and took the wheel; Dakota climbed into the turret and manned the gun. They were defying orders, but they were doing what they thought was right. So they drove straight into a killing zone, Dakota's upper body and head exposed to a blizzard of fire from AK-47s and machine guns, from mortars and rocket-propelled grenades.

Coming upon wounded Afghan soldiers, Dakota jumped out and loaded each of the wounded into the Humvee, each time exposing himself to all that enemy fire. They turned around and drove those wounded back to safety. Those who were there called it the most intense combat they'd ever seen. Dakota and Juan would have been forgiven for not going back in. But as Dakota says, you don't leave anyone behind.

For a second time, they went back — back into the inferno; Juan at the wheel, swerving to avoid the explosions all around them; Dakota up in the turret — when one gun jammed, grabbing another, going through gun after gun. Again they came across wounded Afghans. Again Dakota jumped out, loaded them up and brought them back to safety.

For a third time, they went back — insurgents running right up to the Humvee, Dakota fighting them off. Up ahead, a group of Americans, some wounded, were desperately trying to escape the bullets raining down. Juan wedged the Humvee right into the line of fire, using the vehicle as a shield. With Dakota on the guns, they helped those Americans back to safety as well.

For a fourth time, they went back. Dakota was now wounded in the arm. Their vehicle was riddled with bullets and shrapnel. Dakota later confessed, "I didn't think I was going to die. I knew I was." But still they pushed on, finding the wounded, delivering them to safety.

And then, for a fifth time, they went back — into the fury of that village, under fire that seemed to come from every window, every doorway, every alley. And when they finally got to those trapped Americans, Dakota jumped out. And he ran toward them. Drawing all those enemy guns on himself. Bullets kicking up the dirt all around him. He kept going until he came upon those four Americans, laying where they fell, together as one team.

Dakota and the others who had joined him knelt down, picked up their comrades and — through all those bullets, all the smoke, all the chaos — carried them out, one by one. Because, as Dakota says, "That's what you do for a brother."

· That day he saved 36 men under heavy Taliban fire.
· Dakota chose to place a higher priority on the men in danger than his own life
· “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”


A Heart Of Generosity . . .
3. Is fueled by sacrifice.

sac·ri·fice: Forfeiture of something highly valued for the sake of one considered to have a greater value or claim.

a. To be generous it is going to COST you something.

Hebrews 13:16   And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

Generosity Experiment Story – (Donna)

· RFC Member wrote . . .

“I've been planning to get a new car recently and intended to trade mine in.  I knew it wasn't worth a lot but maybe it would help a little with my new car payments.”

· She became aware of a guy who works in her office whose car with over 240K miles broke down and he was riding his bike to work.

· God began to deal with her heart and through a process of events she came to the conclusion . . .

“I must give my car to Jose.  He needs it way more than a car dealer would.  And I don't want anything for it or from it.  I just want him to have it, because he deserves for good things to happen to him.  I know it's not the greatest gift.  It's not a new car, but it will get him back up and going, doing the things he loves.  And it will make him happy, and that's all I want, is for him to be happy.”

a. So Donna didn’t get to trade in her old car for a new one.  Her payments are a little higher than they could have been.
b. It cost her something.
c. But her heart of generosity – her sacrifice – fueled her to make a difference in the life of someone who needed a helping hand!


CLOSE:  
1. A generous heart is . . .

· BORN OUT OF LOVE

· PLACES A HIGHER PRIORITY UPON OTHERS RATHER THAN OURSELVES.

· FUELED BY SACRIFICE

2. Today we honor men and women who died so you could have freedom to worship!  Freedom to lift up the Name of Jesus!

3. I dare you to let their sacrifice cause you to shout from the mountain tops about God’s Love embrace AND . . . embrace The Generous Life this week!
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