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PART 6: The Commitment to Generosity  |  Sunday, June 19, 2016


· Generosity is a commitment of our _________ not a _______________ of our circumstances.

Mark 12:41-44  Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.  43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.”

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (CEV)  My friends, we want you to know that the churches in Macedonia have shown others how kind God is.  2 Although they were going through hard times and were very poor, they were glad to give generously.  3 They gave as much as they could afford and even more, simply because they wanted to. 4 They even asked and begged us to let them have the joy of giving their money for God's people. 5 And they did more than we had hoped. They gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us, just as God wanted them to do.

· Being _________ or in a __________ is never an excuse for not being generous.  

2 Corinthians 9:6-7  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

· They chose to ________ their seed versus ____________ it.
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2 Corinthians 9:10-11  Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11  You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

1 Kings 17:13-16   Elijah said to her, "Don't be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a small cake of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and your son. 14 For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the LORD gives rain on the land.'  15 She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and for the woman and her family. 16 For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the LORD spoken by Elijah.

· The woman’s generosity _______________ her for a miracle in her family.

2 Corinthians 9:12-15  This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

·  Our Commitment To Generosity Will:  
1. Meet the needs of believers and the church
2. Impact those outside the church 
3. Cause people to celebrate God
4. Demonstrate our faith walk
5. Cause people to pray for us
6. Open doors to share Christ as people are drawn to us
7. See our needs met
8. Increase our future generosity potential
*All scriptures are from the NIV translation unless otherwise noted.
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