


THE GENEROUS LIFE
Part 5:  The Promise Of Generosity

PERSONAL NOTES
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ANNIVERSARY VISION PIECE
1. Happy Anniversary!!!

2. 12 Short YEARS
3. How many of you started NEW or recommitted your life to Jesus here at Rock?

4. Thank you to all!

5. QUALITIES OF A GREAT CHURCH
A. Great People!
B. Great Volunteers
C. Family Culture 
D. Future is bright!


6. EX:  GIFT – as you leave today!!!
a. Stay clipped in
b. Pray for our church daily – healthy and effective
c. Stay hooked into the family
d. You’re valuable!!!





OPEN
1. Welcome!
2. How many of you enjoyed Pastor Mike’s message last week!  Great job!
3. For the past few week’s we have been talking about generosity in many shapes and forms!
4. The testimonies of the way you guys are being generous is amazing!  I am SO proud of you!
5. Today I want to talk about the PROMISE of Generosity.

CHALLENGE OF GENEROSITY WE ALL FACE:  “If you give some of yours away you won’t have enough for yourself.”

· This is a LIE in direct conflict with the promises in God’s Word.  HE is our provider!  Caretaker!  Father!

· Therefore we hold onto our time, our money, our resources, and our possessions out of FEAR of lack when God has called us to live by FAITH in HIM as our provider!

· Will we love and trust money or will we love and trust God?

No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. Matthew 6:24

Ecclesiastes 5:10  Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. 

EX:  Carabineer – it’s what you lock into when climbing.  “clip in” it keeps you secure!  Who are you going to put your trust in??

· Will we live by the world’s standard or a Biblical one?

· World:  “Live to get.”
· Bible:  “Live to give.”

Turn in your Bibles to 2 Corinthians 9.

The size of our generosity . . .

2 Corinthians 9:6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 

1. Our level of generosity determines our harvest.  

a. The Bible teaches that everything produces after its own kind.

Luke 6:37-38   Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

b. Sow a generous attitude its going to come back to you!
c. Sow forgiveness – you’re going to reap forgiveness big time!
d. GIVE time, money, or resources it will come back to you . . . pressed down . . . .
e. Sow sparingly – reap sparingly.  Sow generously . . . 
f. KEY WORDS OF JESUS: “For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
g. EX:  Shot glass, Large Cup, or a bucket, SIZE OF YOUR GENEROSITY??? 
h. Too many people want to walk in the abundance of God but they’re not willing to be generous.

Luke 16:10-11  Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 

i. It’s not about the SIZE of our gift but our level of sacrifice.
j. EX:  I put $10 in the offering plate – not that big of a challenge on my monthly budget.
k. EX:  SINGLE / College Student -- puts in $10 – you may be outgiving me 100 times over.
l. EX:  Widow – put in one “mite” less than a penny.  Jesus said she put in MORE than anyone else that day.

The attitude of our generosity . . .

2 Corinthians 9:7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

MSG:  “I want each of you to take plenty of time to think it over, and make up your own mind what you will give. That will protect you against sob stories and arm-twisting. God loves it when the giver delights in the giving.”

2. Our generosity is to be intentional and joyful, not emotional.

a. Anyone ever given to a person or an organization because you heard a sob story, felt trapped, condemned, or guilty?

b. Or maybe a preacher stirred you up in a frenzy: “You are in a financial strain and today if you give $XX amount God is going to deliver you out of all your troubles!!!”

How much to give?

A. CHECK YOUR HEART:  What is my spirit telling me to do???  “What you decided in your heart.”  Pray about it.  Follow the leading of the Holy Spirit.

· Husband and wife – come in agreement together.
· As your pastor – I trust you and the Holy Spirit within you!!
· No sob stories here!!!!
· I’ve got good news – If you don’t give a dime – this church is going to succeed financially.  You’re not the only person that stands between us and defeat!

· Be stingy – keep your money.  But don’t get offended when people around you are blessed, business is booming, and promotions are happening!  

· God is positioning generous people so they can be even more generous!!!!

B. CHECK YOUR JOY METER:  What can I give and be happy that I did?

· If you start to give an amount and it makes you mad at God or the church?  STOP . . . back up a little!


The purpose of our generosity . . . the promise . . .

2 Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

3. Our generosity reproduces so we can be even more generous!

a. GRASP THIS – God NEEDS and WANTS you to be blessed so He can funnel His blessings and answers to prayers THROUGH YOU!!!

b. A continual lifestyle of ebb and flow generosity.

c. The goal is for generosity to continually reproduce 

d. This isn’t a get rich quick scheme so you can “waller” in money like a pig in mud!!

e. Why are there homeless families sleeping in a car of van tonight in Colorado Springs??  Because hundreds of thousands of people who HAVE the answer in their hand are holding back.

f. Be faithful over the LITTLE you have – and God will promote you to be the ANSWER – the PIPELINE for His blessings, favor, goodness, kindness, and abundance to flow through YOU!!!!

CLOSE:

1. Review
· Our level of generosity determines our harvest.  
· Our generosity is to be intentional and joyful, not emotional.
· Our generosity reproduces so we can be even more generous!

Proverbs 3:9-10  NLT  Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the best part of everything you produce. 10 Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow with good wine.

2. The PROMISE of generosity is this – live a generous life – and God will be generous with you so you can help others in need or in crisis!

3. As your pastor, spiritual coach and mentor – I challenge you to live by these BALANCED values.

4. I have personally experienced the goodness and the generosity of God in my life!
 



