


THE GENEROUS LIFE
Part 8:  The Recipient Of Generosity

PERSONAL NOTES



OPEN

1. Welcome 
2. For the past SEVEN weeks, we have been talking about The Generous Life
· The Author of Generosity
· Community Generosity
· Heart of Generosity
· Lifestyle of Generosity
· Promise of Generosity
· The Commitment of Generosity
· LAST WEEK:  The Test of Generosity

3. Next week – We begin a series called PRESS ON – A study in the Book of Philippians.

4. As we close out this series – Talking today about --The Recipient of Generosity

5. What do we do?  How should we respond?  When we are on the receiving end of generosity?

SCENARIOS

1. You are unloading a large item from your van or SUV and a neighbor says, “Let me give you a hand.”

· Our first Response (most men):  “Thanks, I got it.”

2. You meet a friend at Starbucks and as you begin to pay, your friend says, “Nope this one is on me.”

· Many of us say?  “Nooo, you don’t have to do that.  I got it”

3. You are talking to a friend about how busy your day is and trying to get back to the school to pick up the kids – Friend says, “Let me pick them up for you.”

· “Ohh you are so sweet, but I don’t want you to have to go out of your way to do that.  I’m sure I can get back in time.”  Are you sure??  “Yes,

4. It’s your birthday (Christmas) and a friend or relative gets you an unexpected gift – our typical statement is:

· “You didn’t have to do that!”

5. OR how about this one:  You have planned to buy your friends dinner, and they have planned to do the same, and you end up fighting over who is going to pay for the meal??

6. There is ONE central THEME through all of these scenarios that is the BIGGEST hindrance to being the recipient of generosity: 

 PRIDE

Proverbs 16:18  Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.

THE POWER OF PRIDE

· DEF:  PRIDE

BRIGHT SIDE:
· a feeling of happiness that you get when you or someone you know does something good, difficult, etc.

DARK SIDE:

1) A high or inordinate opinion of one's own dignity, importance, merit, or superiority, whether as cherished in the mind or as displayed in bearing, conduct, etc.

2) Pride is a conceited sense of one’s superiority.  To be arrogant, haughty or swelling.

3) It is deception.  It believes something about yourself that isn’t true.

4) Pride exalts “Me, Self, and I” above all others.


APPLICATION TO THE SCENARIOS ABOVE 

1. You are unloading a large item from your van or SUV and a neighbor says, “Let me give you a hand.”

· PRIDE:  “I can’t believe that you don’t think I have the muscles to lift this myself.  I’m not a girly man.  I’m tough.  I’ll show you!!!

2. You meet a friend at Starbucks and as you begin to pay, your friend says, “Nope this one is on me.”

· PRIDE:  “So do you think I can’t afford a coffee?  You think you’re wealthier than me and you want to show it off.”

3. You are talking to a friend about how busy your day is and trying to get back to the school to pick up the kids – Friend says, “Let me pick them up for you.”

· PRDE:  So you think you’re a better mother don’t you.  I’m just as organized as you and I will prove I am supermom and a better mother than you.”

4. It’s your birthday (Christmas) and a friend or relative gets you an unexpected gift – our typical statement is:

· PRIDE:  Nice job for making me feel like a dork because I didn’t get you a gift.  You make me feel like a horrible friend.  I’ll show you – wait until your next birthday – I’ll give you something WAY better!

5. Friends at dinner, and they have planned to do the same, and you end up fighting over who is going to pay for the meal??

· PRIDE:  “No let me show you that I am a better person than you are.  I want to be the king of generosity and I want to win!!


HOW TO RECEIVE GENEROSITY

1. We humbly accept the gift.

Jesus Said:  Matthew 23:12  For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.

HUMILITY:  

1) the quality or state of not thinking you are better than other people

2) The ability to receive what you don’t deserve.

3) A state of deflated pride.

· Humility positions me to receive God’s blessings.

· EX:  Bible College Student – Believing for his tuition to be paid.  

· Called to registrars office – “Tuition is paid in full”
· “Did my dad pay it?”

· YES he did.  "I don’t want it – I want God to meet my need!”

James 4:6  “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”

· WHY?  Because our pride stands in the way of Him doing a work in our life.

· Pride – limits God!!!!

· Humility teaches me to receive what I don’t deserve from God.

Matthew 18:2-4  He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

NLV:  Whoever is without pride as this little child is the greatest in the holy nation of heaven.

NLT:  So anyone who becomes as humble as this little child is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.


· EX:  Hand a child a valuable gift, they say thanks and run off to play with it.  

1 John 4:20  Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.

1 John 4:20 Generosity Version
Whoever claims to receive God’s blessings, yet is too prideful to receive from a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not receive from their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot receive from God, whom they have not seen.


· [Friend Said] “When you don’t allow me to give to you, are stealing my blessing”

· We have talked for SEVEN weeks about the rewards and blessings of giving, sowing, and investing into other people’s lives.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]EX:  Dear God – Use me for soil so other people can be blessed.  Haha!

2. We express gratitude and faith.

a. We release our FAITH for God’s to do a great work in their life!

b. The best thing we can do is to be thankful and grateful!

c. Tell them!!!

d. Pride even gets in the way here – we receive the gift or blessing but we don't show appreciation for it.

e. We give thanks to GOD ALSO – for using them as an avenue of HIS blessings.


2 Corinthians 9:12-13   This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 

13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.

3. We pray for God’s blessings on their life.

a. We pray for God to bless and prosper them.

b. WE pray the seed they sow in our life will produce a greater harvest in their life.

c. EX:  Could I pray for you??

d. We pray that as they have sown they will reap.

 2 Corinthians 9:14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

4. We pay it forward. 

a. We keep the gift of generosity going and going and going.

Matthew 10:8  Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.

b. If you have been blessed.  Choose to be a blessing to someone else.

c. Let’s create a culture of generosity in our lives.

d. EX:  My Brother-in-law owns a very large landscape company in Dallas

· 2 Years ago, he gave me two zero turn retired lawn mowers.  One to the church / One for me –  I live on several acres.

· A new neighbor had recently moved in across the street.  We had talked previously about riding mowers – he needed one.

· Called and ask him to come over – Showed him my Craftsman Lawn Tractor

· “How much do you want for it?”  

· “I want to give it to you.”  No, no can’t do that.

· I was just given a mower – I want to give mine away.

CLOSE

1. I hope you will watch and listen to ALL 8 parts of this series AGAIN.

2. GENEROSITY TEST:  If you desire to take the Tithing Challenge – forms are at guest info.

3. Let’s live to give!!

INVITATION:

1. Are you too proud to receive God’s gift?
2. Has PRIDE stopped you from surrendering your life to Jesus?
3. EX:  Humble like a child
4. What if you laid down all your pride?  Acknowledged:  “I can’t do it on my own.  I need help!”
5. Allow God to invade your life with HIS LOVE.



