


THE GENEROUS LIFE
Part 1 – The Author of Generosity
PERSONAL NOTES


OPEN:
1. Today we begin an exciting journey in our faith to the land of generosity.
2. Over the next 5-6 weeks we are going to take a deep, hard look at THE GENEROUS LIFE.
3. There is something intriguing to all of us about generosity.
gen·er·ous
1. Freely giving or sharing money and other valuable things 
2. Liberal in giving or sharing; unselfish
3. Providing more than the amount that is needed or normal 
4. Abundant or ample 
5. Showing kindness and concern for others
4. All too often we tend to ONLY assimilate generosity with money or wealth.
5. Yet – there are SOOO many ways to be generous in our world around us and we are going to discover many of those over the next few weeks.
6. Today, however, we want to kick off in PART 1:  The Author of Generosity

1. God’s extravagance at creation.
a. Just simply look around at the wonders of our universe.
b. God didn’t just make a place for human beings to live!
c. He chose to provide MORE than what was needed or expected.
d. He went ABOVE and BEYOND.
e. Think about it.
f. The beauty we experience with our eyes.
g. The many sounds; gentle flowing creek, birds chirping
h. FLAVORS of the food – we have taste buds to distinguish it
i. The creation and diversity of the animals, birds, and fish. – 
j. Gaze into the heavens.
· One million earths will fit into the sun
· 100 billion galaxies

Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

Colossians 1:16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.

a. All you have, all we are, has been given to us by a Creator, God. 

b. Regardless of whether or not you're a believer in Christ... a seeker or you're not sure why or how you got to church today. 

c. All you enjoy about life has been given to you by God. 

2. God’s gift of His Only Son.

John 3:16-17   For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

a. Could God have sent an angel?  Arch Angel Gabriel?
b. Generosity is about giving your very best!!
c. Here is what is so amazing about God’s generosity.
d. UNIQUE:  God’s generosity is directed at his enemies.
e. This is what makes God’s love and generosity so unique.
f. Mankind is in direct rebellion to God.  Everything we are and do as a sinner is in direct violation and contradiction to God’s nature.
g. God’s response is not to destroy us and condemn us – RESCUE and SAVE us!

3. Jesus willingly laid down His life.
a. Talk about generous!!!!  Talk about giving or sharing unselfishly.
b. Jesus was not killed by the authority and power of man. 
c. Pilate didn’t have him killed.  
d. Jesus was killed by the joyful submission to the Father's will. No one takes his life; 
John 10:18  “No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”
Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Ephesians 5:2b “...Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God." 

Jesus willingly participated in that sacrifice and offered His own life, because He loved us and generously died so we could live!


4. God grants us eternal life.

1 John 5:11-12   And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

a. This is the ultimate of the gift of generosity that keeps on giving—a gift that never ends.
b. Jesus made it very clear, we're not going to see the kingdom of God unless we're born again.
c. God says, “MY GENEROSITY HAS NO ENDING”

GENEROSITY 101

1 Timothy 6:17-19 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

Money promises us those things than only God can give.
· security
· significance
· identity
· independence
· power
· freedom

1. As children of God, generosity is a part of our God given nature.
We have been born of the Spirit
a. “BORN TO BE GENEROUS”
b. We have our Father’s attributes

2. We wrestle with the Generous Life because it is in direct conflict with our old, carnal, sinful nature.
a. EX:  WAITER When you have a prompting to be generous on tipping a waiter, and a voice inside says, 
· “She wasn’t that good, just give her 10%” Where did that come from???
b. We must put under the flesh and obey the spirit!

3. We limit generosity by only equating it to money.

a. “I can’t be generous because I don’t have any extra money.”

b. There are countless other ways to be generous.
c. EX:  Simply holding the door open for another person is being generous.
d. EX:  Offering to invite one of your friends to drop their kids off for two hours while they run errands – is being extremely generous.
e. EX:  Every single Sunday I am personally blessed by the hundreds of people who generously give of their talents and time to faithfully serve.

4. We empower generosity by relinquishing ownership. 
a. All that you have is from God!
b. “No – I earned it!”  Who gave you the skill and ability to perform the work you do to receive the paycheck you receive?
c. Some people struggle to tithe and give 10% towards God’s work.
d. Everything I have belongs to God.
e. So, when God tells me to give money away to bless another person or to bless his church – don’t you think he is a big enough God (how many galaxies did he create?) to bless you and make up for what you gave away???
[bookmark: _GoBack]1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us.

So we could say:  “We are generous because he was first generous with us.”

LIE THAT STOPS GENEROSITY: “WHAT IF I DON’T HAVE ENOUGH FOR ME?”

Proverbs 11:25 A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.

THE GENEROSITY EXPERIMENT 

ILLUSTRATION:
1. Bring volunteer to the front.  Count out $20 bills into their hand.
2. This is Rock Family Church money.  It doesn’t belong to you.
3. Bring second volunteer up – ask first volunteer to give the money to them.  Was that hard?  Why not?  “It wasn’t my money.”
4. Now ask 2nd volunteer to give each $20 bill to someone in the crowd.  (volunteers sit down)
5. You guys are all feeling pretty good, aren’t you???  But I need you to stand up if you have a $20 bill.  I now want each one of you to give your $20 away to someone who is not related to you!  (TIME – do again?) 
6. CHALLENGE:  Each of you holding a $20 have 7 days to pray and ask the Holy Spirit on who and what to do with your $20.  Only rule – you cannot give it back to the church.
· Give all to one person? Or 20 people $1?
· Buy donuts for your office?
· Get creative!
· Next Sunday we are going to share some highlights!
· EVERYONE ELSE:  In the next SEVEN days choose ONE item (time, resources, finances, wisdom, a random act of kindness, etc.) that you will offer to God and ask Him to whom you are to direct your gift.

· Record what you did, how the recipient of your generosity responded and in five words or less share how it made you feel.  






