



THE GENEROUS LIFE
PART 6 The Commitment To Generosity

PERSONAL NOTES



OPEN

1. Welcome 

2. Today I want to talk about:  The Commitment Of Generosity

3. One of the things that stops people from living and committing to THE GENEROUS LIFE 

4. One of the challenges and hindrances that SHUTS DOWN generosity is LACK.

· “I can’t afford to be generous”

· “You don’t know what I’m going through right now financially.”

· “I’m broke.  I’m in debt.  There is no way I can give.”

· Generosity is a commitment of our heart, not a reflection of our circumstances.

· Too many people are sporadic givers based upon the circumstances of their life.

· No consistency 

Let’s look at how Jesus views generosity.  

Mark 12:41-44  

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.

43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.”

MSG:  “The truth is that this poor widow gave more to the collection than all the others put together. All the others gave what they’ll never miss; she gave extravagantly what she couldn’t afford—she gave her all.”

WHY would she do that??  What would motivate someone who is down to their last few pennies to give??

A. Love for God

B. As I said -- Generosity was a commitment of her heart not a reflection of her circumstances.

C. Obviously – her circumstances had no influence on her 

Turn in your Bibles back to 2 Corinthians 8

[bookmark: _GoBack]2 Corinthians 8:1-5  Contemporary English Version

My friends, we want you to know that the churches in Macedonia have shown others how kind God is.  2 Although they were going through hard times and were very poor, they were glad to give generously. 

3 They gave as much as they could afford and even more, simply because they wanted to. 4 They even asked and begged us to let them have the joy of giving their money for God's people. 

5 And they did more than we had hoped. They gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us, just as God wanted them to do.

MESSAGE: Fierce troubles came down on the people of those churches, pushing them to the very limit. The trial exposed their true colors:

a. If you go back in history – it will tell you that this area of Macedonia had been devastated by an earthquake.  

b. Everything they have has most likely been destroyed.

c. These people are facing a crisis in their own life, yet they have a heart to help the believers in Jerusalem.  Jews – these are Gentiles.  

d. THE LIE:  “I’m disqualified from being generous because of what I am going through!”

e. What can we LEARN???

· Being poor or in a crisis is never an excuse for not being generous.  

a. Why were they glad to give?  Gave more than they could afford?  BEGGED for the JOY of giving?

b. Because they heard last Sunday's message from 2 Corinthians 9!!!

c. They understood the promises of God!!

d. This is a commitment to a lifestyle – to live like our generous God here on earth.

e. Remember what we read last week - the scripture teaches us:

2 Corinthians 9:6-7

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

·  They chose to plant their seed versus eating it.

a. They believed in the biblical law and principles of sowing and reaping.

b. As we keep reading through the chapter look what it says in verse 10:

2 Corinthians 9:10  Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11  You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

a. The analogy:  God provides seed and bread.  

b. EX:  One grain of wheat can produce eight or more heads with over 40 seeds per head.  (320-400 Seeds/grains)
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c. You have a choice – take all of my seed to eat for my family and me??  ORRRR be generous and sow some seed.  

d. Many people eat their seed and end up with no harvest.

e. The Macedonians knew the power of God’s favor and blessings on their life.

· “We are sucking wind right now guys.”
· “We are obviously going through a rough time.”
· “BUT – we serve a great and generous God!  Now is not the time to hold back – we have to plant seed!”

f. So they joyfully gave!  Begged to participate in the offering!!  Because they understood God’s promises.

1 KINGS 17 – ELIJAH – Widow 
· Severe famine in the land.
· Elijah ask the Widow – “Bake me a cake”
· "I don't have any bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it—and die."

13 Elijah said to her, "Don't be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a small cake of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and your son. 14 For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the LORD gives rain on the land.' "

15 She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and for the woman and her family. 16 For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the LORD spoken by Elijah.

Her act of generosity met Elijah’s need but she ended up being blessed so she could continue to be a blessing!

Remember 2 Corinthians 9:11  You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

THEN WATCH WHAT HAPPENS – THE STORY GETS EVEN BETTER:
a. Some time later the woman’s son becomes very sick and dies!
b. She goes and tells Elijah
c. He goes to the boys’ room and prays for God to raise him up
d. The boy is raised from the dead – he carries him downstairs to his mother.

e. WATCH THIS!!!!

· The woman’s generosity positioned her for a miracle in her family.

· If she hadn’t obeyed the Word of the Lord and fed Elijah he would NOT have been staying in her house!!!

· AND when her son died, the prophet would not have been there to perform a miracle!!

· Her commitment to generosity opened the door for a miracle

The more generous you are the more generous God’s blessings flow.

EX:  Last Sunday – Kim and I had already given to the building fund for the renovation earlier in the year.  

· We had an extra financial blessing come in – so we chose to be generous again.  We believe in kids!!

· On Sunday evening 4 different warning lights were going off on the dash of my car

· My car is a 2011 and has 67,000 miles on it.
· Monday took it to the dealership.  $1600 repair!  Told me it was NOT covered as I was passed the 50,000 mile warranty.

· Little Voice:  “And you just gave away some extra money that could have made a big dent in that expense! Ha-ha sucker!”

· Went home.  Prayed.  Felt led to do some research on line.

· I discovered one part causing the problem was covered under the 70,000 mile warranty – called and asked for favor - they now chose to cover the entire repair.  They didn’t have to!  FAVOR!!!!!!!

· $1600 debt – gone baby!

· When you are generous – God will take care of your need and provide bread for your house.  Don’t ever stop planting your seed!

EX:  Boy with 5 loaves and 2 fish

· Children are some of the most generous humans on the planet!!!

· Did your kids ever give away something valuable with no thought?  We as parents are like, “Nooooo!!!  Not that toy”

· There is no miracle without his commitment to generosity!

· A generous little boy fed over 5000 people.

CLOSE:  Look at the results that happen from our generosity:

2 Corinthians 9:12  This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

Phillips Bible:  The more you are enriched by God the more scope there will be for generous giving, and your gifts, administered through us, will mean that many will thank God. For your giving does not end in meeting the wants of your fellow-Christians. It also results in an overflowing tide of thanksgiving to God. Moreover, your very giving proves the reality of your faith, and that means that men thank God that you practice the Gospel that you profess to believe in, as well as for the actual gifts you make to them and to others. And yet further, men will pray for you and feel drawn to you because you have obviously received a generous measure of the grace of God.


Our Commitment To Generosity Will:  
1. Meet the needs of believers and the church
2. Impact those outside the church (“sharing with them and everyone else”)
3. Cause people to celebrate God
4. Demonstrate our faith walk
5. Cause people to pray for us
6. Open doors to share Christ as people are drawn to us
7. See our needs met
8. Increase our future generosity potential
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