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Over the last two decades WTO has de-
veloped an impressive, and sometimes 
controversial, dispute settlement sys-
tem. By analysing thsi corpus pf judicial 
decisions it is possible to wonder what is 
the role of the interdependence? So far, 
many studies on WTO law have neglect-
ed this aspect of the law – that is inter-
dependence. This is because much of the 
early experience with WTO law has, in 
fact, been seen through the filter of WTO 
dispute settlement which appears to 
be concerned with singular obligations. 
Now things are beginning to change be-
cause the global economy is increasing-
ly characterized by webs of cooperation 
that involve ever more intensive interde-
pendence. This has implications for the 
shape of international law generally. But 
how can this state of affairs be assessed? 
In this study, it is submitted that the idea 
itseld of interdependence is not a neutral 
concept, not unreservedly positive. Rath-
er it is suggested that interdependence 
needs to be constantly questioned and 
re-conceptualised in its many directions.

A gLAWcal comment on Chi-
os Carmody “Interdepen-
dence and WTO Law” in An-
tonio Segura Serrano (Ed.) 
“The Reform of Internation-
al Economic Governance”.



gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between 
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance, 
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to 
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy, 
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.

To collaborate with Government, Civil society and 
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness over 
Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder 
participation, and to disseminate gLAWcal’s publi-
cation results.
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