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Love Does 
Session 3: Leader Guide  

 
AUDACIOUS LOVE 
Are we missing that the God of the universe is nuts about us? - Love Does video 
 
INTRODUCTION  
If you've ever tried to use a snorkel, you know how tricky it can be. You have to figure out 
how to keep it upright and learn to swim so that the top doesn't dip below the water line. 
However, if you do get water in your snorkel (which always happens), you get to do the 
coolest thing. You get to spit it out! That's right-you just shoot water right out the top of 
your snorkel! It's kind of fun, but it also has a purpose. You have to clear all that water out 
before you can take your next breath of air in ... because a snorkel is just a rube and the air 
you breathe in flows through the same pathway as the air your breathe out. If the top of the 
snorkel is blocked by water, not only can you not breathe out, you also cannot breathe in. 
 
 The same thing is true with love. The love we have flows from our hearts. Well, not 
our actual hearts, but from the place that is the center of our being and per-son. However, 
our hearts, like the snorkel, are two-way streets. Love flows in and out of our hearts through 
the same "tube." This is one of the reasons Jesus teaches that there's a connection between 
loving God and loving our neighbors. If we are open to loving others, then om· hearts are 
open to being loved by God. And if our hearts are open to being loved by God, then they are 
free to let love flow to our neighbors.  
 
 But this is not an easy state to maintain. As we get hurt, betrayed, or rejected 
throughout the course of our lives, our temptation is to close off our hearts to love. We 
imagine that if we don't give anyone access to our hearts, we can live free from pain. The 
problem is, of course, the "snorkel." When we close off the possibility of loving others, we 
close off our capacity to be loved by God. This is why many of us wither away in life and 
faith. Our pain and desire for self-protection cause us to cut ourselves off from the source of 
true life. 
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 This week in Love Does we are asked to risk opening parts of our "snorkels" that we 
may have closed off to the extravagant love of God. Do you think it is easier for you to give 
love or receive love? Why is that true, and what will it take for you to open your-self to 
God's love in a new way this week? 
 
CHECKING IN  
As you begin, go around the group and answer this question:  
 
What's the biggest favor anyone has ever asked of you?  
 
HEARING THE WORD  
Read I John 4:7-12 aloud in the group twice, While the pas-sage is being read, prepare to 
answer this question: What does this Scripture say about the relationship between God's 
love and ours? After the readings, have two or three participants share their responses, and 
then answer the additional questions that follow. 
 
7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has 
been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. 9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into 
the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God  
so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; but if we love 
one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 
 
What does verse 12 mean when it says that God's love is "made complete in us?" 
 
How does our love for one another make God "visible"? 
 
WATCH THE VIDEO  
Watch the Session 3 video clip, using the space below to take notes. When the video ends, 
take a moment to reflect on one or two things that you learned, disagreed with, or were 
surprised by. 
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GROUP DISCUSSION  
1) Before everyone shares in the large group, turn to one or two people next to you and 

finish this sentence, "After watching the video, one question I now have is…" 
 

2) How did you like Bob's story about Ryan? Did it make you feel more inspired ("I could 
do that too!") or condemned ("I've never done anything that creative!")? Why? 
 

3) What can we learn about God's love from the kind of love Ryan demonstrated? Is that 
kind of love easy or hard to accept? 
 

4) Bob suggests that there's a difference between trying to "win someone over" versus 
simply "telling them how you feel." Is he right? If not, why not? If so, how do you 
explain the difference? 
 

5) How do you think this difference might relate to Christian practices such as 
evangelism? 
 

6) Remember the passage from 1 John we read about God's love? Have you ever 
experienced God's love through the way some-one else treated you? If so, describe 
the situation. If not, what do you think that kind of love might look like? 
 

7) Has there ever been a circumstance in your life that God used to show you He loved 
you? What was it and how could you tell it was God who orchestrated it? 

 
 


