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Worshippers on 

the beach during 

the Good Friday 

Walk of Witness 

which took place 

on a gloriously 

sunny morning 

Richard Swaine captured this atmospheric view of the Easter Sunrise Service when 

the moon was still beaming brightly above the bonfire and the worshippers 

Cover photograph:  Clare Jury was up early to photograph the Easter Sunrise Service 

on the foreshore by Nore Barn Woods 
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We are about to celebrate an historic event in the life of our 

nation with the coronation of His Majesty, King Charles 

III at Westminster Abbey on Saturday 6th May. The Christian 

Church will be at the heart of this national celebration with 

prayers, worship and the anointing with oil of the new King. 

We should not take this for granted, because of course in 

many ways it would seem the church is less at the heart of 

our nation’s life than it has been in previous generations. 

I appreciate that whilst for many in our Parish and our community this is an 

important and exciting event, not everyone will feel like that about the coronation. 

However, what is important for all of us as Christians is that wherever possible we 

keep our faith visible in the public sphere and don’t just hide away secretly. 

With that in mind, we hope that others from our community will join us for our local 

coronation celebrations. We have special morning services on Sunday 7th May (10am 

in St. James’, 11am in St. Thomas à Becket) and a community picnic down in the 

churchyard at Warblington for the whole parish where there will be a Royal Toast, a 

Time Capsule to create and a giant crown to decorate. Please do invite friends and 

neighbours along to join us. Of course do also join in other community celebrations 

where you live if you can. 

One of the sub groups of our PCC which was formed last year is the PCC Community 

Engagement and Mission sub group. It is an important task of this group to keep us 

outward looking and engaging with our local community and to help us share the 

good news by our words and actions both locally and further afield. A challenging 

question to ask ourselves now and again is to say ‘What difference would it make to 

our community if St. James’ and St. Thomas à Becket Churches did not exist?’  

Hopefully we should be able to reflect that it would make a big difference not just to 

us personally but to the whole community whom we serve. 

Later in May as we celebrate the Christian festivals of Ascension Day (Thursday 18th 

May) and Pentecost (Sunday 28th May) we are encouraged to join the worldwide 

prayer initiative known as Thy Kingdom Come. During this time, we focus on 

praying for God’s kingdom to come and his Church to grow. There are a variety of 

ways to get involved in this as you will see from the What’s On page of this month’s 

Running Free (p.22). 

These events in May are, I hope, a reminder to us that we should all be ready to give 

an account for the hope we have as Christians. Not a great theological treatise, but a 

simply personal expression of our hope in Jesus and the resurrection of the dead. 

‘But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give 

an answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope 

that you have. But do so with gentleness and respect’.    

             1 Peter 3:15 

May God bless you and keep you 

Andrew 

See pages 14 and 15 for more information about 
our parish celebrations and about the coronation 
itself. 

Coronation thoughts 

Please note – copy for the 

June issue of Running Free 

must be with the Editor by 

Sunday 14th May 
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AROUND AND ABOUT 

Community Centre 

Monday 22nd May 3.30 and 7.30; Film 

Empire of Light (15) Written and directed by 
Sam Mendes, a romantic drama about the power of 
human connection during turbulent times, set in an 
English coastal town in the early 1980s. 

Tickets (£5) can be purchased at Bookends, 7 
High Street, Emsworth or on the door. 

For more information go to: 
www.emsworthcommunitycentre.org.uk 

Thank you to our 

photographers this month: 

Clare Jury (front cover), 

Murray Boaz, Colin 

Brotherston, Pat Hales, 

Richard Swaine 

Following a 2 week break for the Emsworth Art 
Trail the exhibition Brick Making in Emsworth 
and the Surrounding Area will return to 
Emsworth Museum’s David Rudkin Room from 
6th –21st May. 

Seams of clay suitable for 
making bricks run 
through Emsworth, 
Rowlands Castle and 
Hayling Island and, using 
photographs of the 
Hayling Island Pycroft 
brick works, this 
interesting exhibition 
shows how bricks were 
made locally. 

The History of Emsworth in 20 Objects 

A casual remark by Trevor Smith, Emsworth 
Museum’s IT expert, has resulted in the very 
rapid implementation of this project. Guided by 
QR codes that can be scanned by a smartphone, 
visitors are led on a tour of displays in the 
Museum’s Main Room to illustrate and explain 
some of Emsworth’s unique history. 

The selection of the 20 objects was the subject 
of considerable debate – in part based on a 
survey carried out in 2022. We have to 
acknowledge that we plagiarised the idea from 
the British Museum and hope that this 
innovation will not only enhance the visitor 
experience but also show the younger 
generation that Emsworth Museum is able to use 
modern technology effectively. 
 

(continued opposite…) 

Emsworth Museum 10B North Street is open 
until 29th October on Saturdays and Bank 
Holidays 10.30am – 4.30pm and on Sundays 
1.30pm – 4.30pm. 

The museum is on the first floor of the building 
(above the Fire Station). Admission is free. 
A stairlift is available. 

__________________________ 

Tickets are still available for the talk on 
Thursday 4th May by Andrew Negus 
organised by Emsworth Maritime and Historical 
Trust: Portsmouth – Harlots, Dung and 
Glory 1100-1800 starts at 7.30pm in the 
Mountford Rooms, Emsworth Community 
Centre, North Street, PO10 7DD. The doors will 
open at 7.00pm. Tickets cost £5.00 each (cash 
only) and must be obtained in advance from 
Bookends, 7 High Street, Emsworth. All seats 
are unreserved. 

This entertaining illustrated talk explores the 
growth of the Royal Navy and the part it took in 
making the UK one of the most powerful 
countries in the world by 1900. Along the way 
Andrew will introduce murderers, harlots, 
Kings, Queens, admirals, authors and actors 
who all played a part in this impressive story. 
(Please note that covid restrictions may be re-
instated in line with government health advice.) 

Dorothy Bone Secretary to Emsworth 
Maritime and Historical Trust 

Emsworth Museum cont.  

Emsworth Museum  
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Families at St. James’ 
Publicity for two of our more innovative family-friendly services: 

 

See p.14 for an exciting family-friendly event on Sunday 7th May. 
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Coffee and Chat  

Come and join us 

on Friday May 19th 

from 10am to 12 noon 

at 8 Westbourne Avenue PO10 7QW 

the home of Pauline Barrow. 

If you would like to host a Coffee and Chat, I would be very happy to hear 

from you. 

For more details, or to offer to host, please contact Rosemary Jupp 

on 01243 376950. 

Wine Tasting success 
Cheers to all who tasted, donated, and helped at the wine 

tasting on 25th March. Thank you! An amazing £734 was 

raised for The Children's Society which will help them to 

continue their work with children in need. To find out more 

information on the Society and how to donate online please 

go to: www.childrenssociety.org.uk 

A final thanks must go to Jonathan at Vin Wines who made 

the evening informative and fun. 

Maureen Twitchen 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk
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News from our Churchwardens 

From St. James’ … 

Gill Andrews 

I always consider myself very 

fortunate to be a member of 

such a lively parish and to be 

able to participate in such a 

wide variety of forms of worship. Although I 

am the churchwarden at St. James’ I love 

having the opportunity to attend services at 

St. Thomas à Becket – 8 o’clock on a summer 

morning being a particular favourite. This 

Easter a number of services in both churches 

commemorated the season, starting with a 

Maundy Thursday service at St. James’ where 

our three clergy offered to wash the feet of 

congregants. At St. Thomas à Becket a Taizé 

service was held on Good Friday morning with 

the choir providing really beautiful 

contemplative music. The Sunrise service on 

the foreshore was as memorable as ever - the 

fire blazing against the darkness and the 

moon overhead until just before the sun 

appeared. And then at St. James’ the morning 

Easter service was as packed as I can 

remember it – standing room only in some 

areas until extra chairs were located. 

A particular joy over this period was seeing 

the garden come into its own. The planting of 

bulbs by the garden team last autumn 

produced displays of snowdrops and then 

daffodils which provided a wonderful setting 

for family activities over the Easter weekend. 

These events were very well-attended, helped 

by lovely sunny weather and the fact that the 

newly lowered hedges have made the garden 

much more visible, encouraging people to 

participate. Over the coming months it is 

hoped that more people will be inspired to 

come and join us and experience for 

themselves all that our parish has to offer. 

From St. Thomas à Becket ... 

Peter Eberle 

Over the past few weeks we have 

had a busy time at Warblington. 

The Cross of Christ service on 26th 

March was a popular and well-attended service as 

usual. With spring approaching (although the 

better weather has arguably yet to materialise) 

we held a “big clean” on Friday 31st March. 

On Maundy Thursday, Gill Andrews and I, as 

parish churchwardens, joined the Parish clergy at 

the annual Chrism service at Portsmouth 

Cathedral, where lay as well as ordained were 

asked to renew their vows. 

A Taizé service of music and reflections was held 

on Good Friday. The service was well attended 

from across the parish and we all enjoyed the 

singing of a parish choir made up of members 

from both church choirs. 

On 11th April we took delivery of the 

commemoration benches ordered for the 

churchyard. These will be installed in time for the 

Coronation weekend, when both benches, one to 

commemorate the Coronation of King Charles III 

and the other to commemorate the life of the late 

Queen Elizabeth II, will be blessed on Sunday 7th 

May before the start of the parish-wide coronation 

picnic. 

Just over a month later, on Saturday 17th June, 

St. Thomas à Becket will be holding an open day 

as part of Emsworth’s contribution to Havant Big 

Green Week. 
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Warblington Churchyard Teas 
As we are now in April, our thoughts are turning to the Warblington churchyard teas which are 

held on Saturdays and Sundays in July and August from 3-5 pm at St. Thomas à Becket and run 

by volunteers from both churches. We had wonderful volunteers last year and do hope that you’ll 

be able to help again this summer.  We would also be delighted to hear from any new volunteers, 

if you would like to help with this very worthwhile outreach for the community. 

We will have a sign-up list at the APCM but otherwise do please get in touch with one of us. 

Barbara Matthews 
023 9248 4295 

07902 825932 

 

Libby Habershon 
01243 372103 

07901596151 

United Anglican / Methodist Parish Walks 
Programme.  Members of our Anglican and Methodist congregations will once 

again be getting together to enjoy walks in the local countryside on: 

Saturday 20 May 

Saturday 22 July 

Saturday 16 September 

Walks are weather dependent and details will be announced nearer the time. Usually, we meet 

somewhere within about 30 minutes’ drive from Emsworth at 12.30 pm with a picnic lunch for a 

walk of between 4 and 5 miles. 

Anglican and Methodist ties. It’s nearly 50 years since our Anglican and Methodist 

communities in Emsworth began working more closely together. Although United Worship has 

ended, a few members of both congregations still attend each other’s services, and members of 

the Anglican congregation continue to help in the Pastoral Centre. Walking and talking together is 

a particularly good way of getting to know someone, or perhaps more than one person as people 

naturally group and re-group during a walk. Why not give it a try? For further information, please 

contact: Ruth or Jamie Barr on 01243 372939  

Thy Kingdom Come: 18th-28th May 
Thy Kingdom Come (TKC) is a global ecumenical prayer movement that invites Christians around 

the world to pray from Ascension to Pentecost for more people to come to know Jesus. 

Locally it is organised by Christians Together in Emsworth. 

Weekdays daily Prayer Station, Pastoral Centre at Emsworth Methodist Church 10am-1pm 

Thursday 18th Family Prayer Activity, Parish Hall 4.30pm 

Saturday 20th Prayer Breakfast, Emsworth Baptist Church 8am-9am (phone 01243 374606 

          to book) 

    Family Prayer Times, Emsworth Baptist Church 11am-12.15pm 

Sunday 21st  Wild Church, St. James’ Church garden 4pm 

Wednesday 24th Prayer Gathering, Emsworth Baptist Church  

          7.30am-8.30am 

Thursday 25th Outdoor Family Prayer, St. James’ Church garden 

          4.30pm 
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Our Year of Discipleship 

The Book Club 

We hope those who signed up for the Parish Book Club have enjoyed our first two titles. During 
March, we read The Prodigal God and met to discuss it on 4th April. Following on, in April we’ve been 
reading Where the Light Fell for a discussion on 2nd May. We currently have two groups meeting each 
time, but new members are very welcome. On 2nd May the two groups will meet at 7.30pm, one at 
Sue Ingram’s home and one at Pauline Barrow’s home. If you are interested in reading Where the 
Light Fell and joining us for this discussion please contact Joanna Walker (email address below)  for 
further details. 

During May, our third book will be John Stott’s later life reflections on discipleship 
in The Radical Disciple, where “radical” has the meaning of being deeply rooted. 
Reviewers agree that Stott’s many years of experience have been helpfully brought 
to bear on a series of questions he believed we are neglecting. He identifies the 
essence of discipleship over eight themes, but with a light touch, to help us to the 
heart of the matter. As we discovered with The Prodigal God, true understanding 
of our life with God is not to do with increasing complexity or keeping rules. 
Although a thoroughly 20th century man, Stott’s wisdom also points us forward in 
our dealings with the new century’s issues. 

Do join us in reading this shorter book this month and then coming to a discussion group in early 
June. Please sign up by 31st May (existing and new members) by emailing 
jo_walker26@hotmail.com 

The Church Library 

In addition to our Parish Book Club there is also a very varied selection of books for young and old at 
the back of the south aisle in St. James’. These are free to borrow and return. 

Pauline Nelson 
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Future Parish Events 

Please see dates below for your diary. More news to follow nearer each event in the Pew Sheet. 
 
Sunday 7th May Parish celebration for the coronation: See p.14 for full details 
 
Monday 8th May Community litter picking event: See p.14 for full details 
 
Saturday 17th June “Great Big Green Week” Open Day at St. Thomas à Becket: See p.14 
for more details 
 
Wednesday 28th June TàB Patronal Service and lunch: Archdeacon Jenny Rowley will be 
coming. 
 
Sunday 16th July St. James’ Day Patronal Service celebration: a celebration event in the 
church garden. 

 

Friday 6th to Sunday 8th October Parish 
Weekend Away: 

Please complete and hand in your forms ASAP. 
We are booking rooms as we go. Don’t forget 
that, due to a very generous donation, under 
14s go free. If you have any queries or 
concerns that are making you unsure whether 
to come, please do talk to Denise Chapman, 
Celia Lynch, Andrew, Julie, or Bruce. 

 
 
 

 
All dates for May 2023 are listed in What’s on in May on p.22. 

Some of the crowd at the St. James’ Day Celebration in 2019 
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Home Prayers 

May 2023 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• We pray for King Charles III as he is crowned this month. We thank you for his faith in you 

and his love for all peoples and for his call to be our sovereign in such a time as this. Bless 

and protect Charles in all the years to come, grant him long to reign over us and give him 

gifts of wisdom and discernment as together we face the opportunities and challenges of our 

age. 

• We thank you for our two churches and all that we do together. We pray for our Coronation 

weekend, that our unity and togetherness will be a sign of Your love for all peoples. 

• As we celebrate Ascension and Pentecost we thank You for the incredible gift of Your Holy 

Spirit. We praise You for the hope we have and the difference Your Holy Spirit makes to how 

we live our lives in service to You and Your people.  

• As we begin to enjoy warmer days, we are reminded of the fragility of our planet. Help us 

not to take it for granted and to play our part in the fight against global warming. 

• After our APCM last month, we thank you for all those who serve you in this place. We 

particularly pray for those who have answered the call to serve you as Church Warden or on 

the PCC. Give them courage, energy and imagination. 

• During this year of Christian Discipleship, help us all to have the courage to explore new 

ways of following and serving You. 

• As we spend more time out of doors, we thank you for those who keep the churchyards and 

gardens tidy and well cared for. Help us to respect all creation and care for it as You care for 

us. 

• We pray for and give thanks for all those who serve You on the Parish hall committee. Guide 

and inspire them in all their decisions. 

• We continue to pray for those planning our Parish Away Weekend later this year. May they 

be guided by You in all the decisions they take.   

• Each month we pray for one of the charities we support. This month we pray for the work of 

Christian Aid. In Jesus name we give thanks for the work of Christian Aid as they continue to 

stand with the poor and support the world’s most vulnerable communities. We lift up the 

forthcoming Christian Aid week, thanking God for his generosity, and may we here in 

Emsworth church and community continue our loving support of the world’s poorest people. 

Amen 

• We pray for all those who are struggling with their health at this time and for those who are 

dying or bereaved. Help them feel surrounded by and confident of Your love for them and 

those they fear for. 
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Parish Coronation celebrations 
Sunday 7th May 

Celebration services, procession and picnic for all ages 

At 10am in St. James’ there will be a family friendly service to celebrate 
the coronation.  

At 11am there will be a celebratory service at St. Thomas à Becket. 

After the service at St. James’, there will be procession to St. Thomas à 
Becket. (For those who would prefer to drive there is ample parking at 
the Church.) If you would like to dress in red, white, and blue and wear a homemade crown, 
please do! There will be a crown-judging competition for the under - and over -  18s. 

Please bring your own picnic and some flowers (no cellophane wrapping please) or small non-
valuable objects to decorate the large Crown that will be erected in the Churchyard.  

On arrival at St. Thomas à Becket the congregations will come together for short prayers and to 
sing the national anthem. There will be a blessing of the two new royal commemorative benches. 
(See Peter Eberle’s article on p.8.) This will be followed by a picnic, with a toast to the King and a 
celebratory cake, as well as the burial of a time capsule. 

A wonderful activity will be available to help you explore St. Thomas à Becket as you search for 
hidden crowns! ...Will you find them all?  

If the weather is unfavourable the picnic will go ahead inside the church, so please do come and 
do bring friends and family along to celebrate this occasion; they are most welcome. 

Monday 8th May 

Community event - come litter picking! 

As part of the national celebrations, we are encouraged to do something positive for our local 
community, so a litter pick is being organised for the Bank Holiday Monday (8th May). Meet at the 
Parish Hall at 9.30am. Bring plastic gloves and a litter grabber if you have one. (There will be 
some available for those who don’t.) 

Return to the Parish Hall by 10.30am for refreshments. (Cake donations welcomed any time after 
10am!) 

If you are not able go litter picking, join us for the refreshments anyway, any time from 10am to 
11am. 

Havant Great Big Green Week 
As part of Christians Together in Emsworth, our churches will be taking part in this event which 
will run from 10th to 18th June. 

Various activities are being planned including a seed swap in each church. Please start thinking 
about how you could take part. 

Our parish has great plans including a day of activities for both adults and children at St. Thomas 
à Becket on Saturday 17th June, both inside the church and out in the churchyard. Wild Church, 
usually held on the third Sunday of the month in St. James’ Church garden, will be brought 
forward to Saturday 17th at 1.30pm and will take place as part of this event at St. Thomas à 
Becket. 

More details about these events and those in the other 
Emsworth churches will appear in next month’s Running Free 
and in the pew sheet. 

We invite all to take part in the appreciation and care of 
God’s creation. 

The Parish Eco Group 
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The Anointing of a Monarch 
On the 6th May 2023 our King Charles III will be crowned King in Westminster Abbey, but only 

after he has been anointed with holy Chrism oil which has been made especially for the occasion 

in Jerusalem. 

The anointing is the most sacred part of the whole Service, and has been so since the Service was 

first written for us in 973 CE, by St. Dunstan, for King Edgar’s Coronation in Bath Abbey nearly a 

century before Westminster Abbey was even founded. It is a very ancient rite dating back to the 

time when King Solomon was anointed by Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet in Jerusalem, 

(1 Kings 1.38-40, - and based on Exodus 30.23-29). It remains the most solemn and sacred part 

of the whole Coronation Service. 

There are three oils blessed by Bishops; one is 

used in the sacrament of baptism, one for 

healing purposes, and the Chrism oil is 

consecrated to ‘separate’ someone and 

commission them for a special purpose in God’s 

service, often at the ordination of priests. A 

special Chrism Oil has been requested by the 

Archbishop of Canterbury for the Coronation of 

King Charles and made from olives grown on the 

Mount of Olives, in the grounds of the Monastery 

of St. Mary Magdalene where King Charles’s 

Grandmother, Princess Alice of Greece, is 

buried. The oil has been perfumed with sesame, 

rose, jasmine, cinnamon, and orange blossom, 

among other essences. It was consecrated at the beginning of March, in Jerusalem at the Church 

of the Holy Sepulchre, by the Orthodox Patriarch Theophilus III, and the Anglican Archbishop of 

Jerusalem, Hosam Naoum (see photograph above). 

At the Coronation Service, the King will be presented to the people and accepted before taking his 

solemn oath of dedication to his peoples, to preserve the maintenance of Law and Justice and the 

establishment of the Church of England. Then, when he has been divested of his glorious robes, 

clothed in simplicity, under the privacy of a canopy, the consecrated Oil of Chrism will be 

presented in the eagle-shaped ampulla (see below left) and poured on to a very special spoon 

(below right). The Archbishop will then anoint King Charles on his hands, his breast, and his head, 

dedicating him to his very special role in our society. Once that has been done, all the royal robes 

and regalia will be put on him, and finally the Crown. When homage has been done, and the 

Queen Consort anointed and crowned, the Service will continue with the Eucharist. 

            Barbara Hammond 

 PS. The anointing spoon is the oldest item in the regalia; 

 when most of it was melted down by Oliver Cromwell soon 

 after 1649, a Mr Kinnersley managed to buy the spoon for 16 

 shillings. He kept it but then, in 1660 when the monarchy was 

 restored, he gave it back to King Charles II for his Coronation, 

 and it has been used in every Coronation ever since. 
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Early saints from the British Isles 
No-one can be sure when the first Christians trod the soil of Britain. The earliest evidence for a 
group of settled Christians is dated towards the end of the 2nd century, and it grew slowly after 
that. Sporadic persecution broke out occasionally, and did not stop officially until the Roman 
Emperor Constantine pronounced the Edict of Milan in 313CE. By that time two saints were 
already recognised in the English calendar. The earliest was Alban. 

The story of Alfred, a saintly King 846-899 
King Alfred is given the  title, ‘the Great’ in our history books, a title he richly deserves for all he 
achieved in his lifetime. He was also a very influential Christian, who would possibly have been 
called a saint if he hadn’t had to fight so many battles. 

He didn’t expect to lead his people into battle, as he was only the 4th son of his father, King 
Ethelwulf of the West Saxons; he had been born and baptised as a Christian in Wantage, at a 
time when the royal court still had no permanent address. His mother inspired hm to love 
learning, and gave him her own special book of poems when he could recite them off by heart. 
Twice, before he was 10 years old, he was taken to visit Rome, once with St Swithin as his tutor, 
and secondly with his father. It was a shock, years later, when eventually his 3rd brother, king 
Ethelred I was killed during a surprise attack by the advancing Danes in 871, and Alfred was 
elected the next King. He was 22 years old. 

Suddenly he had to become the leader of an army, and suffered several more defeats before the 
Danes almost reduced the West Saxons to nothing when they captured Chippenham in 878. 
Alfred escaped, almost alone, and fled to the Somerset marshes, (where he supposedly burnt the 
cakes). Eventually the tide turned and with his new army he began to win. When at last he 
defeated King Guthrum, his enemy, they spent 12 days together, - and unbelievably, became 
friends! The peace treaty was signed, and sealed by a royal marriage, - and the Danish Guthrum 
of Mercia was the first of the Northern invaders to be baptised as a Christian. Alfred was his 
Godfather. Many Mercians followed their royal example, and Christianity took a firm and 
permanent hold in the midlands. 

Eight years later, in 866, Alfred successfully captured London, and became 
the King of all the Anglo Saxons. Christianity had survived in England after 
nearly being extinguished by the Danes. Alfred now used his energies to 
reorganise his Kingdom and the Church. He chose Winchester for his capital 
city, and transferred the episcopal see of Dorchester-on-Thames to the Old 
Minster in Winchester, which became his cathedral. 

Then, at last, in more peaceful times Alfred could rule for the benefit of his 
people. He became a wise administrator, and financial organiser. He dealt 
with corrupt judges, and introduced standards of justice which protected the 
weak in society. His Law Code was based on the laws in the book of Exodus 
because he was becoming more and more of a scholar, as he had always 
hoped when he was a boy. 

Alfred was a great admirer of the Emperor Charlemagne who had recently 
established the new ‘Holy Roman Empire’ in Northern Europe, and followed 
his example in setting up new schools for the sons of nobility, because the 
monastic schools were in decline during this time. Alfred decreed that all 
young men of adequate means had to learn to read, at least - Anglo-Saxon 
English, - and he himself translated many psalms and books from Latin for 
their benefit. He initiated the writing of their history in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, (still a prized 
Book in the British Library in London), and encouraged many beautiful arts and crafts in his 
Kingdom, of which the ‘Alfred Jewel’ is outstanding. Alfred ordered one of these for every Bishop, 
and sent with it  a copy of his own translation  of St. Gregory’s treatise on Pastoral Care. The 
‘Jewel’ is 2.1/2 inches long and originally held a pointer with which to read the book. It is crafted in 
filigree gold, wrapped round a highly polished quartz crystal with a cloisonee plaque of a man 
(Alfred?), holding a sceptre. 
Alfred’s legacy was great in many different spheres, including the reputation for founding a fleet 
of ships and a permanent navy. His greatest legacy of all, however, was his championship of the 
Christian faith, Roman style, not only among his people, but also among his descendants, all of 
whom proved to be strong supporters of Christianity in this country. 

All this, but he was never beatified as a saint!      Barbara Hammond 

Line drawing of the 

‘Alfred jewel’ 
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Wayside Wanderings 
Following Anne Adamson’s article in January about posters with a humorous Christian message, 
Murray Boaz sent in a selection of images taken at the Goodwood Revival over several years. We 
managed to squeeze one into the March issue of Running Free and here, as promised, are some 
more. 

For anyone not familiar with the Goodwood Revival, these should be read in the context of motor 
racing involving vintage and classic cars... 
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EMSWORTH MOTHERS’ UNION 

MOTHERS’ UNION THEME FOR 2023 

Transformation-Now! 

The Merry Month of May: May blossom, new lawn smells, and warmer days. This month we 
will celebrate the Coronation of King Charles Third and Queen Camilla. The bells across the land 
will ring out greetings and celebration parties will take place. 

We start the month with the feasts of St. Philip the Evangelist and St. James on Wednesday 3rd 
May. Mothers’ Union members will join the congregation on that day for Communion at St. James’ 
Church at 10am and will be happy to provide refreshment after the Service. 

On 14th May it is St. Matthias feast day and on Thursday 18th we celebrate the Ascension with 
Pentecost or Whit Sunday following on 28th May. On 31st we remember the visit of Mary to her 
cousin Elizabeth. 

Our meeting this month on Thursday 18th May when we will celebrate the Coronation with a tea 
party. We are hoping to provide the kind of cakes that King Charles would enjoy; apple cake, 
banana cake, etc. We extend an invitation to the wider congregation to come and celebrate with 
us. 

May all our readers have a happy month of May. 

Margaret Cornick, Emsworth Branch Secretary 

If you would like more information regarding The Mothers’ Union please contact Margaret Cornick 
(01243 378044), Vivien Gowlett (01243 573868) or look at the information on our Parish website 

www.warblingtonwithemsworth.org 

Central locking  
Many years ago, when I changed from one admin. department to another in the Prison Service, 
the lady who took over from me also inherited my bunch of keys, which meant that she could 
open many of the doors and gates inside the prison complex. However she soon resigned from 
that post and, when I asked her why, she said “Because I couldn’t stand being locked in.” 
Surprised, I replied “But you had the keys!” 

Sin is like a prison. Jesus however “dying and living, has declared God's love, given us grace, and 
opened the gate of glory.” Think of the central locking in our cars. After we have pressed the 
unlock button, although the car looks exactly the same, we know that we can now open the 
doors. On his death and resurrection, it’s as though Jesus pressed sin’s universal ‘unlock button’ 
and thereby gave us each the opportunity to walk out of our own prison cell. Sometimes, indeed, 
this feels very difficult and then we need the help of others in order to do it, but “to all who did 
receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God”  

Our prison cells are no longer locked and, as with the automatic doors at the exit to an airport, we 
need to believe and walk boldly towards them in faith. 

As we put our trust in Jesus, son of the Living God, commit to following him and submit to his 
complete Lordship in our lives, we can approach our own particular cell door with confidence 
knowing that it's been unlocked. It might take us a while, but Jesus has made it possible for us to 
walk free and journey onwards with him. 

From Morning Prayer : 
"Almighty God, who through your only-begotten son Jesus Christ has overcome death and opened 
to us the gate of everlasting life … As once you ransomed your people from Egypt and led them to 
freedom in the promised land, so now you have delivered us from the dominion of darkness and 

brought us into the kingdom of your risen Son."      Patsy Robinson 
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At St. James' Primary, our mission statement is 'Loving Learning, Loving Life, Loving God's World'. We wish for our children 

to demonstrate awe and wonder in the world around them and feel connected to God's planet. 

To encourage this, we invited children to take part in our 'St. James' Science Fair' towards the end of the last half term and 

to create a project about something that personally inspired them. Although optional, we were overwhelmed by the 

sheer number of entries and the incredible quality and attention to detail shown. It made judging an impossible task! 

Children investigated something about the world, whether this linked to chemistry, physics or biology, before creating a 

project in whichever way worked for them. They were then given the opportunity to present their work to both their 

peers and parents, who were invited in to be a part of this wonderful experience. It was lovely to see children learning 

from each other and the teachers learnt lots too! 

From the solar system to minibeasts, the range of topics covered was vast and we could not have been prouder of our 

school community. The photos below are just a snapshot of what was exhibited on the day! 

This lovely event happened during Science Week, when we also had a fantastic assembly by The Final Straw Foundation. 

This focused on how to care for God's planet by reducing plastic pollution and left the children really inspired! We hope 

they continue to reduce plastic pollution in the future. 

Mrs Seery, Science Lead 

Psalm 111:2 “Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them.” 

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+111%3A2&version=ESV
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Spiritual Philosophy 

This is the title of a poem which was written by one of the many visitors to the Pastoral Centre 

and given to me. I always enjoy my weekly morning there and love the diverse mix of people who 

come, often from outside the Emsworth area because they say they like the friendship and care 

shown to them. 

This then is how I met Vernon who gave me permission to print his poem and give his name. In 

printing this I hope it may serve as an encouragement to other would-be poets! Vernon lives in 

Havant and visits the Centre occasionally. 

Pat Hales 

 

SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY 

MY MIND IS LIKE THE BLUE SKY 

MY THOUGHTS ARE LIKE THE CLOUDS 

WHEN THE SUN SETS I AM CONTENT 

WHEN THE SUN RISES I AM RE BORN 

WHEN THERE IS RAIN I MAY CRY 

WHERE THERE IS THUNDER I MAY BE ANGRY 

AND WHEN I SLEEP AT NIGHT 

I AM LIKE A LITTLE STAR IN THE NIGHT SKY. 

Vernon 
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FOR MARCH 2022: 

MARRIAGES 

There were no weddings at either church in 

March 

BAPTISMS 

There were no baptisms at either church in 
March 

 

 

 

R.I.P. 

Funerals in March:     

Philip Chambers 

Kathleen Hannant 

Valerie Jenkins 

Peggy Mackenzie 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

Hospitals 

Queen Alexandra, Portsmouth 02392 286000 
St. Richard’s, Chichester  01243 788122 
Emsworth Surgery   01243 378812 
 

Havant Borough Council  02392 446019 
 

Emsworth Good Neighbours 01243 430999 
Citizens Advice Bureau  0344 411 1306 

Electricity emergencies  0800 404090 
Gas Leaks  - freephone 24hrs 0800 111999 
Portsmouth water leaks  02392 477999 
 

Hampshire Public Transport 0300 555 1375 
National Rail Enquiries  0345 748 4950 
     www.nationarail.co.uk 

 

WHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH 

Rector - Rev Andrew Sheard, The Rectory, Church Path, Emsworth, PO10 7DP     01243 376744    07967 588520      
email: andrewf.sheard@btinternet.com 

Associate Minister - Rev Julie Price, c/o Parish Office, Church Path, Emsworth PO10 7DP   07909 267180       
email: julieeprice@hotmail.co.uk 

Pioneer, Families and Fresh Expressions Minister  - Rev Bruce Watson, Email: bruised@btinternet.com 

Parish Administrator and contact for Pew sheet notices – Mrs Selena Barber. Parish Office - Leave a message on 07579 
798010 and someone will get back to you OR email: parishofficewwe@gmail.com  

Parish Warden – Murray Boaz, Email: murray@theboaz.com 

Warden, St. Thomas à Becket – Mr Peter Eberle, 07794 189787  email: tabwarden@gmail.com 

Deputy Wardens, St. Thomas à Becket - Mrs Clare Jury, 07515 350301 

           - Mrs Madeleine Cox, 07740 868960 

Warden, St. James’ -  Mrs Gill Andrews, 4 Beechworth Road, Havant, PO9 1AX  07808 940668  email: stjcwarden@gmail.com 

Deputy Wardens, St James’ - Mr Dennis Chandler, 07557 118101  email: deyechandler@hotmail.com 

            - Mr Mick Wells, 02392 477827  

Verger, St. Thomas à Becket – Mr Jeff Murphy, 1 Second Avenue, Havant, PO9 2QP  023 9247 5297        
email: spud_t_murphy@hotmail.com 

Verger, St. James’ - Mr Gordon Braddock, 07473 773555 

Parish Hall bookings - Mr Tony Hines, 35 Park Crescent, Emsworth, PO10 7NT   01243 372611 
email: tonyhines1@virginmedia.com 

Safeguarding Lead  -  Mrs Terri Kemp  07902 125421  safeguarding1.wwe@gmail.com 

Legacies Officer   - Mr Rob Nelson  01243 373465 

Running Free Editor - Mr & Mrs Colin and Tricia Brotherston, 15 Westbourne Avenue, Emsworth, PO10 7QT  01243 377878 
email: runningfreemag@hotmail.co.uk  

Running Free Advertising -  Mr Colin Brotherston (Contact details above under Running Free Editor) 

Running Free Distribution - Mr & Mrs Neil and Linda Levis, 15 Frarydene, Prinsted, Emsworth, PO10 8HU  01243 
371216     email: neillevis@aol.com 

Parish Treasurer – Mr Dan Robinson, 17 Crowsbury Close, Emsworth, PO10 7TS  01243 375469  email: 
treasurer.wwe@virginmedia.com 

Webmaster - Phoebe Atkinson  email: wweparishwebmaster@gmail.com  

Parish website – www.warblingtonwithemsworth.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/186161271509594/  

mailto:dmchapman@live.co.uk
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Each week: 
Morning Prayers on Zoom    Mon-Sat 9-9.30am 

Personal prayer: 

 St. Thomas à Becket: Mon-Thu, Sat 10am-4pm 

     Sun 12.30-4pm 

Midweek Communion, St. James’  Wed 10am 

May Calendar: 
Mon 1st

 2.15pm Minus One, Parish Hall 

Tue 2nd
 10am Babies, Biscuits and Banter, 

  Parish Office 

  2.30pm Funeral – Ann Edwards,  

  St. James’ 

  3pm Funeral, St. Thomas à Becket 

  7pm WemsFest Concert (Oysterband),
  St. James’ 

  7.30pm Parish Book Club, See p.11 for 
  venue and details 

Wed 3rd
 12 noon Parish Lunch, Kings Arms 

  7pm Standing Committee, Parish  
  Office 

Thu 4th
 12 noon Funeral, St. Thomas à Becket 

Sun 7th
 8am Holy Communion, St. James’ 

  10am Coronation Family Service, St. 
  James’ Followed by ‘pilgrimage’ to 
  St. TàB 

  11am Coronation Holy Communion, 
  St. Thomas à Becket   
  Followed by Parish Picnic 

  6.30pm Holy Communion, St. James’ 

Mon 8th
 9.30am Coronation community litter 

  pick, starts at St. James’ 

Tue 9th
 10am Babies, Biscuits and Banter, 

  Parish Office 

Thu 11th
 10.30am St. James’ leaders meeting,

  Parish Hall 

Sun 14th
 8am Holy Communion, St. Thomas à 

  Becket 

  10am Holy Communion, St. James’ 

  10am Breakfast Church for all ages, 
  Parish Hall 

  10am Youth Group, Parish Office 

  11am Matins followed by   
  refreshments, St. Thomas à Becket 

  6.30pm Reflective Service, Methodist 
  Church 

Tue 16th 10am Babies, Biscuits and Banter, 
  Parish Office 

Wed 17th
 7pm WemsFest Concert (Breabach  

  Band), St. James’ 

  7.30pm PCC meeting, Parish Hall 

Thu 18th to Sun 28th: 
Thy Kingdom Come prayer initiative (TKC) 

Thu 18th Ascension Day 

  2pm Mothers’ Union, Parish Hall 

  4.30pm Family Prayer Activity, Parish 
  Hall (TKC) 

  7.30pm Holy Communion, St. Thomas 
  à Becket 

Fri 19th 10am Coffee and Chat, 8 Westbourne 
  Avenue 

Sat 20th 8-9am Prayer Breakfast, Emsworth 
  Baptist Church (TKC) 

Sun 21st
 8am Holy Communion, St. James’ 

  10am Holy Communion & bibLE2GO, 
  St. James’ 

  11am Holy Communion followed by 
  refreshments, St. Thomas à Becket 

  4pm Wild Church, St. James’ Garden 

  6.30pm Evensong, St. Thomas à  
  Becket 

Mon 22nd 11.45am Open Doors prayer meeting, 
  Baptist Church 

Tue 23rd 10am Babies, Biscuits and Banter,  
  Parish Office 

Wed 24th 7.30pm Prayer Gathering, Emsworth 
  Baptist Church (TKC) 

Thu 25th 4.30pm Outdoor Family Prayer, St. 
  James’ Garden (TKC) 

Sun 28th Pentecost Sunday 

  8am Holy Communion, St. Thomas à 
  Becket 

  10am Holy Communion, St. James’ 

  10am Breakfast Church, Parish Hall 

  10am Youth and children’s groups,  
  Community Centre 

  11am Matins, St. Thomas à Becket 

  6.30pm Seeking the Lord service, 
  Parish Hall 

Tue 30th
 10am Babies, Biscuits and Banter,  

  Parish Office 

What’s On during May 2023 

The Parish Office is open to visitors between 9.30am and 12.30pm on Mondays and Thursday.  We 

welcome your emails and calls to the mobile during office hours on: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

Running Free is published every month except August and costs £1.50 per copy or £15 per year. Copies 

are available in both St. Thomas à Becket and St. James’. Alternatively, you can download the magazine 

from the Parish Website www.warblingtonwithemsworth.org by clicking on Resources under Quick Links at 

the bottom of the page. 
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Congratulations to Olive 

Learmonth on her  100th 

birthday! 

Pat Hales took this photograph 

of Olive enjoying a lovely 

birthday party with family and 

friends from several parts of the 

country and the world!  

Pat writes: “Olive was a long 

standing member of the 

congregation at St. Thomas à 

Becket and was a regular 

attendee at the Parish Lunch. 

She is sadly now housebound 

but still loves visitors. “ 

On p.15 you can read Barbara 

Hammond’s fascinating article about 

the oil used to anoint Kings and 

Queens at their coronation. 

This photograph shows our late Queen 

Elizabeth II sitting under the canopy 

ready for this important part of her 

coronation. 



24 

 

Printed by SRP Design and Print, Chichester PO19 8TU 


