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GENUINE LOVE
100% Pure and Authentic
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OVERVIEW
Our world throws around the word love in a thousand different ways, but many have no idea what it really means.  This message is packed with lots of illustrations and will help people have a greater understanding of the Father’s love and how it can transform their everyday relationships.  
RATING

Adults and Teenagers
GET READY
· Find the song “What’s Love Got to Do With It?” by Tina Turner to play during the message.  Cue it to play just the first chorus.

· Find an imitation purse (I used an imitation Coach purse) or Rolex watch. 
· Have a super soaker water gun loaded and ready on stage hidden before service.  Pre determine one person who will volunteer to come forward from the crowd and soak them.  Have the volunteer act surprised as though they didn’t expect to get wet.

· Have a large towel on stage to throw to your “victim.”

· Purchase the video The Father’s Love Letter from www.sermonspice.com.  

· You will also need some dental floss, just put it in your pocket until later in the sermon.
OPENING

1. The entire message of Christmas, Easter, creation, God, life, Jesus Christ, and the cross can be summed up in one word.  [spell it out] L-O-V-E!  Genuine – 100% pure and authentic love!
2. Our world is confused as to what love really is.
3. We love our dog, we love pepperoni pizza, we love a movie, we love ice cream, and then we turn to our family members and tell them “I love you!” 

4. “Sure, I love you like pizza, a movie, ice cream, and Benji.”  No wonder they don’t feel special.
5. Love has lost its meaning and value in our world today.
6. Tina Turner sums up the world’s attitude. [Example:  Play the chorus, “What’s Love Got to Do With It?”]
7. According to Tina, love is just a second hand emotion.  It has no value
FOUR KINDS OF LOVE   There are four Greek words used to describe the word love.
1. Eros – erotic, sexual

2. Storge - affection

3. Phileo- friendship 
4. Agape – GOD KIND OF LOVE – It is an unconditional love.  Highest form of love   
5. Love is the key to the existence of the entire universe.  Take love out of the picture and this world goes into complete chaos.
IMITATION LOVE
1.  [Example:  Get out the imitation purse or watch you are using.]
· This purse looks like the real thing.  It even has the exact emblem.  But don’t be fooled.

· This is an imitation and it will leave you disappointed.  

· Have any of you ever bought the imitation?

· What happened?  It didn’t hold up like the real thing.

· Because I didn’t INVEST in the authentic one I ended up disappointed.  

2. Most people do not know or understand what genuine love is.

3. Let’s see what the Bible has to say.

4. 1 John 4:7-11 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
5. [Example:  Get out your loaded super soaker and pump it up a few times.]

a. I need a volunteer.  Who is willing to help me out? 

b. [Introduce the volunteer to the crowd.]

c. “___________________ what do you think would happen if I pulled this trigger?

d. [Aim the water gun towards the crowd.]

e. What do you guys think would happen if I pulled this trigger while pointed in your direction?

f. You are going to get wet!  Can you separate water from wet?

g. [Shoot your volunteer with water.]

h. __________________ would you confirm my theory is correct?   When you get water you get wet.  You cannot separate the two!

i. The same is true with God.  When you get God you get genuine love!  When you get genuine love you get God.  You cannot separate them.

j. If “God is love,” then He can’t be anything else like some people say He is!

6. [1 John cont’d] 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
7. The purpose and intent of Jesus’ mission was to demonstrate love and show us how to live!
8. 1 Corinthians 13 gives us a clear picture of what genuine love is:  Let’s begin reading in verse four.
a.  4-8 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.
b. If God is love then we could also read it this way.  [Replace the word “love” with “God.”]
GENUINE LOVE . . .

1. Is based upon the giver not the receiver.
a. God asks you for nothing.  He willingly gives his love expecting nothing in return.
b. Some people say, “Well once I get my life turned around I’m going to come back to God.”

c. You can’t do it.  You can’t earn it, buy it, and you don’t deserve it.

d. God’s love is only available to us by God’s GRACE.
e. Grace is defined as unmerited, undeserved, and unearned favor.

f. Stop trying to make yourself clean.

g. Stop trying to make others in your life EARN your love!

GENUINE LOVE . . .
2. Is a decision, not a feeling, an emotion, or a fall.
a. If God functioned on the earthly level of love he would have thrown us in the fiery furnace a long time ago.
b. I’m always amused when people say, “I fell in love last night.” [Example:  Trip and fall on stage.]

· [Get up to your knees.]  “Oh, wow.  I think . . . I think I just fell in love.  It’s all over me.  I think I’m stuck in it.”

c. If you move forward in life with an individual because you “fell in love” you are going to have a huge awakening the morning after your honeymoon.

d. When the make up is gone, my wife’s hair is a mess, and a green fog is coming out of her mouth . . . I don’t “feel” any love!  I love her and embrace her at that moment because I made a decision to love her!
e. Those of you who believe you can “fall in love” have to also believe that you can “fall out of love” just as easy or even easier.  
GENUINE LOVE . . .
3. Gives unconditionally expecting nothing in return.
a. John 3:16-17   For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his son into the world to condemn the world but to save the world through him.
b. There are no gimmicks, hooks, baits, or switch with God.  He literally gives to us unconditionally, no strings attached.

c. We have the option to accept it or reject it.  And what is hard for our brains to wrap around is that if we reject God it does not change how He feels about us.

GENUINE LOVE . . .

4. Is aggressive and outward focused.
a. The world has a responsive love which says if you love me then I will love you.

b. The genuine God kind of love is not selfish and doesn’t wait on others. 

c. It is aggressive and puts the emphasis on helping others before myself.

d. Matthew 5: 43- 47 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

e. I John 3:16 This is how we know what love is:  Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

GENUINE LOVE . . .
5. Is highly contagious.
a. 1 John 4:7-8 Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

b. When you spend time with the Father you cannot help but begin to love others.

c. When you are touched by God’s love it will impact every area of your life and wash over onto those around you.

GENUINE LOVE . . .
6. Breathes life.
a. Genesis 2:7 the Lord formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.

b. Real life is found in the pure authentic love from God.  

c. It is His life imparting into ours!

d. [Example:  Tie a piece of floss around the end of one finger real tight.]

· Ouch!  What do you think will happen to my finger if I leave this on?

· Well, after just a minute or two it will begin to turn dark purple.  Then after a few more minutes it will begin to turn an ash gray.

· Why is that?  Because I have cut off the flow of blood. Blood is the life line of nourishment and strength to all the parts of our body.

· What blood is to the body, God’s love is to our life and relationships

· When we cut off God and His love in our life, our life deteriorates.
· When we cut off love within our family, friends, and marriage our relationships start to deteriorate and die.

· Good news!  [Remove the string from your finger.]  The moment you allow the blood and love to flow it restores and revives.
e. [Example:   Photo of dying plant on the Power Point presentation.]

f. Just as a plant withers and dies without the S-U-N.  Our lives will wither and die without the S-O-N.  [Example:  Photo of man praying on the Power Point presentation.]
GENUINE LOVE . . .
7.  Is only accessible through a relationship with your Heavenly Father. 

a. Watch this video.

b. Example:  Roll the video The Father’s Love Letter.  Allow six minutes for the video.]

CLOSE
1. The question all of us must face today is simply this; “How will we respond to God’s genuine love for us?”

2. Jesus said in Revelations 3:20 “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.”
3. Will you invite and allow God’s love to permeate your life on a daily basis?

4. Until your life has been touched by the author and creator of love – you will always come up short and empty.
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