
BAGUIO CITY – Outgoing Mayor Mauricio Domogan 
assured incoming city officials led by Mayor-elect 

Benjamin Magalong of smooth transition when they assume 
their posts on June 30.

Domogan recently formed a local governance transition 
team to facilitate an effective turn-over of responsibilities, 
properties, records and logistics to the new officials.

Chaired by the mayor, the team will make sure that every-
thing is set in place for the implementation of the develop-
ment programs which his administration prioritized this year.

Still reeling from his failed bid for the Congressional 
seat during the mid-term elections held Sunday, the mayor 
reported early to work last Monday and addressed the 
flag-raising ceremonies where he congratulated the winning 
candidates and assured that he will continue to be around 
to contribute to the city’s development efforts in whatever 
way he can.

Domogan later attended the executive-legislative meeting 
and a mini-conference with the department heads where he 
expressed gratitude for their support to his administration 
in the past nine years.

The department heads in turn thanked the mayor for his 
able leadership which they described as “participative and 
integrative.” 

“He is one leader who encourages the involvement of 
the department heads in the deci-
sion-making.  He listens to our sugges-
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AMID VACANT SEATS - Despite his failed bid to return as the Lone Representative of Baguio 
City  in the just concluded May 13 National Elections, outgoing City Mayor Mauricio Domogan  
attends early the City Hall flag raising ceremony as he had religiouslu done so since he started his 
political career serving the City of Baguio from 1987 to the present. He first won as city councilor 
in 1987 and as vice mayor in 1992 and was elevated  as city mayor the same date when he took 
his oath of office, a post he handled for three terms. In 2001 he was elected as congressman and 
served the full term for nine consecutive years. Domogan,  “The Janitor of The City”,  again won 
the mayoralty race in 2010 and finished his full term to date. - By Bong Cayabyab.
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And the winners are…Rodrigo 
Duterte and Coco Martin

By: Carmel V. Abao (www.rappler.com)

The lies they pushed on 
Election Day

By: I'm Vernise Tantuco 
(www.rappler.com)

Comelec proclaims new set 
of Baguio officials

Mayor-elect bats for multi-level 
parking structures in Baguio

Grease, oil clogging city’s 
sewerage system

Improvement of parking 
areas from betel nut 
evident – DOTR-CAR

“I will be leaving you but I 
will never abandon you’ 
          - Domogan

Neophyte politician wins 
Baguio mayoralty race
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BWD wants authority in issuance 
of deep well permits
BAGUIO CITY - The 

Baguio Water District has 
asked the city government of 
Baguio to endorse its resolu-
tion requesting the National 
Water Resources Board to 
directly involve the local 
water board in the approval 
of deep well permits.

Particularly, BWD wants 
involvement in the investiga-
tion and study process as well 
as the authority to monitor 
and regulate the rate of water 
extraction of private deep 
wells in Baguio City.

Mayor Mauricio Domogan 
endorsed BWDs resolution 
to the NWRB stating support 
for a closer look into the rate 
of water extraction by private 
deep wells in the city and to 
ensure sustainability of water 
supply.

Domogan even issued 
a memorandum directing 
the City Engineering Office 
to stop the construction of 

private deep wells without 
excavation permit.

“Considering the seri-
ousness of the said concern 
because of its effect to our 
entire city, you are hereby 
directed to stop the con-
struction of deep wells in 
the city that did not secure 
deep well excavation permit,” 
Domogan ordered the City 
Engineering Office.

Based on the monitoring 
of BWD, there are only about 
40 deep wells in the city with 
appropriate permits from the 
NWRB.

The local water board have 
been opposing the issuance of 
permits to applicants wanting 
to operate deep wells in the 
different parts of Baguio as 
this affects the stability of 
the city’s water supply. This 
also the reason why BWD 
wants direct involvement in 
the issuance of water permits.

Forest reservations serving 

as watersheds in the city such 
as Forbes Park, Amliang 
Springs, Busol and Buyog 

have been the same water 
sources of BWD but at the 
same time facing issues of 
ancestral claims and informal 
settlers.

In 2017, the World Wide 
Fund and Bank of the Phil-
ippine Islands Foundation 
released its study covering 
12 cities in the country 
including Baguio City as 
among the most vulnera-
ble to climate change effects 
while stating that the city 
will likely have the largest 
water deficit outside Met-
ro-Manila by 2025 if uti-
lization of groundwater 
pumped from city’s aquifers 
to supply public demand is 
not regulated.

BWD records show that 
the daily demand of water is 
about 60, 000 cubic meters 
daily but only 41, 000 cubic 
meters of water is being 
delivered to consumers./Jessa 
Mardy Polonio-Samidan

Neophyte politician wins 
Baguio mayoralty race
BAGUIO CITY – A 

neophyte politician 
best his seasoned rivals 
in the political arena as 
he cruised to a convincing 
victory in the mayoralty 
race of the country’s 
undisputed Summer 
Capital.

Retired Police Lt. Gen. 
Benjamin B. Magalong 
was proclaimed by the 
City Board of Canvass-
ers (CBC) shortly before 
midnight Monday as the 
next City Mayor as he was 
able to establish a con-
vincing margin of nearly 
18,000 votes against his 
closest rival, incumbent 
Vice mayor Edison R. 
Bilog.

M a g a l o n g ,  w h o 
retired from the Phil-
ippine National Police 
(PNP) in 2016, was able 
to garner over 38,000 
votes compared to the 
over 12,000 votes earned 
by Bilog, the more than 
17,000 votes casted for 
incumbent Councilor 
Edgard Avila, the slightly 
over 14,000 votes earned 
by human rights lawyer 
Jose Molintas and the 
over 12,000 votes for 
incumbent Councilor 
Leandro B. Yangot, Jr..

“I was overwhelmed 

by the outcome of the 
political exercise. We will 
have to hit the ground 
going because there are a 
lot of expectations from 
the people,” Magalong 
stressed.

The former chief of the 
Criminal Investigation 
and Detection Group 
(CIDG) will be taking 
the place of 6-term Mayor 
Mauricio G. Domogan 
who will be ending his 
second 3-term as local 
chief executive by noon 
of June 30, 2019.

Magalong was forced 
to give up his sensitive 
position in Steel Asia, 
one of the biggest steel 
companies in the country, 
the third biggest steel 
company in Asia and 
one of the top 500 cor-
porations in the world, in 
exchange for his decision 
to enter the city’s political 
arena latte last year.

The mayor-elect under-
scored that among his pri-
orities will be to find short, 
medium and long-term 
solutions to the prevail-
ing issues and concerns 
on the city’s traffic, solid 
waste management and 
environmental problems 
as soon as he will be in 
office considering the 

sensitive issues that have 
to be given immediate 
attention as the same can 
be done simultaneously.

According to him, 
there will be times that 
he will make unpopular 
decisions but the people 
should understand the 
same because what will be 
done will be for the benefit 
of the greater majority of 
the populace and for any 
other interests of individ-
uals and groups.

Before being appointed 
as the CIDG chief, 
Magalong also served 
as the regional director 
of the Police Regional 
Office (PRO) in the Cor-
dillera wherein one of 
his legacies was the zero 
election-related violence 
and incidents in the con-
flict-stricken province of 
Abra during the May 2013 
mid-term elections.

Magalong also led the 
fact-finding investiga-
tion of the Mamasapano, 
Maguidanao massacre 
that caused the untimely 
death of 44 personnel of 
the PNP Special Action 
Force (SAF) on January 
25, 2015 wherein 14 of 
the slain law enforcers 
were from the Cordille-
ra./Dexter A. See

Grease, oil clogging city’s 
sewerage system
BAGUIO CITY - The 

City Environment and 
Parks Management Office 
of Baguio reported that 
about one-third of the city’s 
sewerage system tunnels 
have been clogged with fats, 
oil, and grease disposed by 
residential and commercial 
establishments.

This causes foul odor 
especially in the central 
business district since 
liquid waste gets stuck 
along sewer lines, said 
Engr. Moises Lozano, 
assistant head of CEPMO 
and division chief of the 
Wastewater Management 
Division (WAMD).

He said CEPMO has 
been implementing the 
use of grease trap particu-
larly for commercial estab-

lishments where large dose 
of oil is being used as in 
restaurants and eateries.

For the residential struc-
tures however, Lozano 
said they are unable to 
monitor compliance on 
the use of grease traps in 
the household as this would 
need additional manpower.

To avoid used oil from 
clogging the city’s sewerage 
system, the Department of 
Environment and Natural 
Resources Cordillera is sug-
gesting the identification of 
a common collection area 
or site.

“Grease traps will not 
work effectively because 
oil is mix with water when 
drained into sewer lines,” 
DENR Regional Director 
Ralph Pablo told CEPMO.

He said a local policy 
directing the collection of 
used-oil in containers to 
be brought into collection 
areas to be identified by 
CEPMO is more feasible 
than grease traps.

“We also need to educate 
residents not to throw 
oil into their drainages 
because we are living in a 
high altitude area where oil 
hardens due to cold weather 
therefore causing more 
clogging in the sewerage 
system which may result to 
leakage or even flooding,” 
Pablo said.

He furthered that the 
city will be able to monitor 
residential and commercial 
establishments discharg-
ing used-oil into the sewer 
system during renewal of 
business and sanitation 
permits./Jessa Mardy P. 
Samidan

CBAO generates P6.7 million 
for city in first 3 months
BAGUIO CITY  – The City 

Buildings and Architec-
ture Office (CBAO) reported  
it generated some P6.7 
million income for the coffers 
of the city government for 
the first three months of the 
year in fees collected from 
the various permits issued 
by the said office.

City Building Official 
Engr. Nazita Bañez said the 
bulk of the fees collected 
by the office came from the 
174 building permits issued 
during the first quarter 
amounting to over P4.25 
million.

From the 66 issued certif-
icates of occupancy, the city 
government department 
head reported the collected 

fees generated the total 
amount of P1.077 million.

Further, the CBAO issued 
some 88 various permits 
classified as demolition 
permits, fencing permits, 
sign permits, among others,  
contributing some P555,990 
for the city coffers.

For the first quarter of this 
year, CBAO also issued some 
234 certificates of final elec-
trical inspection (CFEIs) and 
processed some 1,767 appli-
cations for amnesty for elec-
trical connections adding 
P936,510 the city treasury.

On the other hand, Bañez 
reported that its technical 
personnel inspected some 26 
existing commercial or insti-
tutional buildings on their 

compliance to existing laws, 
rules and regulations, espe-
cially the National Building 
Code or Presidential Decree 
(PD) 1096.

According to the report, 
CBAO act on 161 complaints 
and job order requests for the 
repair of government struc-
tures and violations of private 
structures that resulted to 
the settlement of disputes 
between the conflicting 
parties.

M o r e o v e r,  C B A O 
completed some 41 programs 
of work for various hori-
zontal projects which were 
submitted to the Bids and 
Awards Committee (BAC) 
with a total project cost of 
P51.45 million which will 
be ready for implementation 
after the bidding process.

Bañez disclosed the CBO 
is currently handling the 
ongoing implementation 
of some 15 government 
horizontal projects with a 
total project cost of P69.45 
million, completed 8 projects 
amounting to P1.12 million 
while there are other projects 
being monitored for comple-
tion the soonest.

The city building official 
is the only department in 
the local government that is 
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tions and supports us in implementing the same,” they said.  
The transition team is composed of City Administrator 

Carlos Canilao as vice chair, the 15 city department heads, 
two division chiefs, Dept. of Interior and Local Government 
Baguio City Director Evelyn Trinidad and an officer of the 
Baguio Association of Retired Persons (BARP) to represent 
the civil society or people’s organization as members. 

It will be tasked to conduct an inventory of all properties, 
assemble all documents and records, organize a turn-over 
ceremony and prepare the prescribed data capture form for 
submission to the DILG.

The inventory will cover real or immovable properties such 
as lands, buildings, infrastructure facilities and improvements 
and machineries and movable properties like vehicles, office 
equipment, furniture, fixtures and supply stocks. 

It will also include the securing and preservation of all 
official documents and records of transactions particu-
larly the Governance Assessment Report, Commission 
on Audit report, contracts and loan agreements, compre-
hensive development plan, local development investment 
plan, annual investment plan, comprehensive land use or 
physical framework plan, capability development plan, exec-
utive-legislative agenda, organizational structure, inventory 
of personnel by nature of appointment and executive orders.

This will also include documents covered by the Full Dis-
closure Policy particularly the annual budget, statement of 

debt service, statement of 
receipts and expenditures, 
annual procurement plan, 
annual Gender and Devel-
opment accomplishment 
report, statement of cash 
flow, bid results on civil 
works, goods and services 
and consulting services, 
report of Special Education 
Fund utilization, trust fund 
utilization, manpower com-
plement, unliquidated cash 
advances, supplemental pro-
curement plan, 20 percent 
component of the Internal 
Revenue Allotment utiliza-
tion and report of the Local 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
Management Fund utiliza-
tion.

A turn-over ceremony 
to include a briefing on 
the governance assessment 
report and key challenges to 
the incoming set of officials 
will also be prepared by the 
team on June 30./Aileen P. 
Refuerzo

Domogan assures smooth...
from page 1

The Benguet Provincial Board of Canvassers chaired by Provincial Election 
Supervisor Atty. Nicasio Jacob leads the proclamation of the winning 

provincial officials in the province of Benguet led by Congressman-elect Nestor 
Fongwa, Governor-elect Dr. Melchor Diclas and Vice Governor-elect Atty. 
Johnny Waguis during the formal proclamation at the Provincial Capitol on 

Tuesday night./RMC PIA-CAR

Newly elected provincial officials 
in  Cordillera proclaimed
BAGUIO CITY -- The 

Provincial Board of 
Canvassers (PBOC) of 
the different provinces 
in the Cordillera region 
have proclaimed the newly 
elected officials in their 
respective localities.

The province of Ifugao 
was first to proclaim their 
newly elected officials on 
May 14 with come backing 
Solomon Chungalao of the 
National Peoples Coalition 
(NPC)  as Congressman,   
Banaue Mayor Jerry 
Dalipog of the National 
Unity Party as Governor 
and Glenn Prudenciano 
(LP) as Vice  Governor.

In the province of 
Benguet, it was a sweep 
for the PDP Laban ticket 
for the three top posts. 
Former Gov. Nestor 
Fongwan was elected as 
the Congressman winning 
a landslide victory over his 
two opponents.

 Former Buguias town 
mayor, Dr.  Melchor Diclas  
was proclaimed as the 
new  Governor defeating 
incumbent Governor 
Crescencio Pacalso while 
three term board member 
Johnny Waguis  unseats 
incumbent vice governor 
Florence Tingbaoen.

In Abra, incumbents 
Cong. Joseph “JB” Bernos. 
Governor Jocelyn Bernos 

and Vice Governor 
Ronald Balao-as, all 
from   the Asenso Party 
were re-elected for their 
second term in office.  

In the province of 
Kalinga, Cong. Sonny 
Mangaoang (NP) was 
re-elected for his third-
term defeating   Governor 
Jocel Baac (PDP Laban) 
who is on his last term.

For the gubernatorial 
post, it was a very close 
race between incumbent 
Tabuk City Mayor 
Ferdinand Tubban (PDP 
Laban) incumbent Vice 
Governor James Edduba 
(LAKAS) with Tubban 
winning by only ten votes.

Elected vice governor 
is Dave Odiem (NP).

In Mountain Province, 
new comer Maximo 
Dalog Jr. (NP), son of the 
late Cong. Maximo Dalog 
Sr., was elected   as Con-
gressman.

Act ing Governor 
Bonifacio Lacwasan 
(PDP Laban)   and Acting 
Vice Governor Francis 
Tauli won over their   
opponents and were pro-
claimed governor and vice 
governor respectively.   

 In the province of 
Apayao, most of   can-

didates  f rom 
the provincial 
level down to 

the municipal level were 
unopposed.

Governor Elias Bulut Jr. 
(NPC) and Congresswom-
an Eleanor Bulut-Beg-
tang (PDP Laban)   who 
are both finishing their 
three-terms in office 
exchanged positions. Vice 
Governor Remy Albano 
(LP) remains in his post.

 For the city of Baguio, 
incumbent Cong. Mark 
Go (NPC) is into his 
second term.He won over 
four opponents including 
i n c u m b e nt  May o r 
Mauricio Domogan 
(United of National-
ist Alliance) for his first 
defeat in his 30 years of 
political career.

 Retired Police General 
Benjamin Magalong 
(NPC) was the runaway 
winner for the mayoralty 
post taking down veteran 
politicians and other 
rivals.

 For the vice mayoralty 
post, councilor Faustino 
Olowan (PDP Laban) won 
over five other candidates.  

The conduct of the    
May 2019 national and 
local elections in the 
Cordillera, despite some 
technical glitches with 
some voting counting 
machines and SD cards, 
was successful and 
generally peaceful. (JDP/ 
RMC- PIA CAR)

Mayor-elect bats for multi-level 
parking structures in Baguio
BAGUIO CITY – May-

or-elect Benjamin B. 
Magalong underscored the 
need to put up multi-level 
parking buildings in the 
city to help in effectively 
and efficiently addressing 
the prevailing traffic woes 
and the emission of bad 
smoke by motor vehicles 
that pollute the city’s envi-
ronment.

He said that the local 
government will try to 
look for available proper-
ties that could be used to 
put up multi-level parking 
buildings to cater to the 
growing parking require-
ments of the increasing 
number of vehicles plying 
the city’s roads daily.

However, the incoming 
local chief executive 
claimed that the proposed 
multi-level parking struc-
tures will be erected 
on lands which are not 
declared as heritage areas.

Earlier, the local gov-
ernment has been aggres-
sive in pushing for the put 
up of multi-level parking 
buildings in the different 
parts of the city to accom-
modate the parking 
requirements of the increas-
ing number of vehicles to 
lessen their presence on 
the roads and reduce the 
pollution being emitted on 
the city’s air.

The retired police official 

emphasised that a multi-lev-
el parking structure that 
accommodate more or less 
400 motor vehicles will 
definitely help in reducing 
the volume of emissions by 
the said number of vehicles 
which will greatly help in 
efforts to clean the city’s air 
from pollutants, especially 
from the bad smoke emitted 
by motor vehicles.

P r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s 
conducted by the City Envi-
ronment and Parks Man-
agement Office (CEPMO) 
and the Cordillera office of 
the Environmental Manage-
ment Bureau (EMB-CAR) 
showed that one of the 
major pollutants in the city’s 
air is the bad smoke emitted 
by motor vehicles that ply 
the roads daily.

Based on the data 
obtained from the Land 
Transportation Office 
(LTO) Baguio field office, 
the number of registered 
motor vehicles in the city 
as of the end of 2018 is over 
58,600 while the inventoried 
available parking spaces in 
the central business district 
area is over 2,700.

Further, the data from 
the LTO la Trinidad field 
office indicated that the 
number of registered motor 
vehicles in the capital town 
of Benguet is more or less 
43,000 as of the end of last 
year.

The local government 

had also been previous-
ly encouraging owners of 
vacant properties in the 
different parts of the city to 
build their own multi-lev-
el parking structures and 
offer the same to the public 
to help in addressing the 
increasing demand for 
parking spaces around 
the city, especially during 
weekends and the conduct 
of major crowd drawing 
events wherein thousands 
of tourists flock to the city 
to spend a well-deserved 
break.

Baguio City was planned 
by American urban planner, 
Arch. Daniel Burnham, for 
only 25,000 inhabitants 
but the city’s population as 
of the 2015 Census of Pop-
ulation showed that there 
are already over 364,0000 
residents in the city aside 
from the student popula-
tion and people who come 
to the city during the day 
and transact their business.

The local government 
recently created the traffic 
management division under 
the City Engineering Office 
to oversee the implementa-
tion of appropriate inter-
ventions that will contrib-
ute in easing the traffic woes 
in the city, especially in the 
central business district 
area./Dexter A. See
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The myth of the rational Filipino 
voter

The results of the 2019 elections are like taking a bitter pill: hard to swallow and terribly 
unpalatable.

For the first time since 1938 – or in more than 80 years – the opposition failed to win 
seats in the country’s midterm elections.

The ramifications can be far-reaching. A predominantly pro-administration Senate 
could pave the way for President Duterte’s hitherto unrealized policies. For instance, 
there’s already talk of reviving the death penalty bill, even if it’s unnecessary, anti-poor, 
and error-prone.

Worse, you might say the 2019 elections mark an important milestone in the continuing 
backsliding of Philippine democracy.

How did we get here? Why are Filipinos prone to vote for leaders who could do them 
more harm than good? What can we do to improve election results – and the quality of 
lawmaking – in years to come?

We cannot move on without stepping back, taking a deep breath, and soberly assessing 
what just happened.

In this article I want to begin our collective soul-searching by disabusing ourselves of 
one particular notion: the idea of the rational Filipino voter.

Rational irrationality

In 2006, economist Bryan Caplan published a book entitled, The Myth of the Rational 
Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies.

The author sought to resolve a recurring puzzle in many democracies: Why do people 
consistently vote for leaders who make bad policies that end up hurting citizens than 
helping them?

First, the author argued voters are generally irrational: by and large they vote not 
according to reason, logic, and facts, but on emotions, ideologies, and beliefs.

Second – and perhaps more critical – people are 
rationally irrational. That is, people choose to be 
irrational on issues or concerns that do not matter 

to them a lot, or those which they think they cannot influence anyway with their vote.
Rational irrationality is quite easy to understand. Ask yourself: did you vote rationally 

among the senatorial bets?
That is, before going to the polls on Monday, May 13, did you list down all 62 senatorial 

candidates, note their positions on key policy issues, rank them based on how they align 
with your views, identify the top 12 candidates, and then vote for them eventually? I don’t 
think so.

Voting is difficult, and we cannot expect millions of voters to exercise perfect rationality 
when voting, on top of the demands of daily life like going to work and taking care of 
children.

What about Filipinos?

Look at the list of candidates likely to win the senatorial race. It consists of plunderers, 
fence-sitters, sycophants, and nincompoops. Yet here they are, garnering millions of votes, 
poised to steer key policies for the nation in the next 6 years.

Based on that list, it’s tempting to write off Filipinos as irrational (some even use the 
pejorative term “bobotante”).

But this is condescending and counterproductive. Instead, if we want millions of 
Filipinos to vote for “better” leaders – choosing expert and experienced policymakers over 
charlatans and traditional politicians or “trapos” – we need to chip away at the barriers to 
rational choice.

Here are some of them:

1) Broken education system and ignorance
First, we need to fix the country’s broken education system.
Ideally, our education system should be a transformational experience where people walk 

away feeling not just smarter or more skilled but also more critical thinkers.
Unfortunately, the education system is in shambles. Many children are allowed to 

proceed to higher grades even without learning how to read. K-12 is poorly implemented 
and evaluated. And many fresh graduates of the Senior High School program say the 
additional two years have been a “waste of time.”

But is the Duterte government serious about fixing the myriad problems of the education 
system? Does Duterte even know such problems exist?

2) Poverty and vote-buying

Second, we need to raise the standard of living of Filipinos to weaken vote-buying.
Many people say vote-buying seems to have worsened in the 2019 elections. Even 

Comelec Commissioner Rowena Guanzon admitted so, further saying the rifeness of 
vote-buying has led people to think it’s perfectly normal. Many people in fact 
expect to sell their votes during the campaign season.

Even police chief Oscar Albayalde also advised (in jest, allegedly) people 
to sell their votes but vote conscientiously.

Studies show vote-buying is weakest in areas where people are prosperous. 
But will local officials then have an incentive to improve the plight of their 

May 18 - May 24, 2019

By: JC Punongbayan (rappler.com)

How to fix what went wrong 
in the 2019 elections

By: Emil Marañon III (rappler.com)
The May 13, 2019, elections as seen on TV was almost apocalyptic, with lines snaking, 

people sweating under the summer sun, and complaints were reverberating from one precinct 
to another. And then, the VCMs or vote-counting machines in some precincts bogged down.

The Commission on Elections immediately pegged the numbers of “malfunctioning” 
VCMs at 800, but more reports reached it as the day progressed. This figure has to be under-
stood in the context of how Comelec understands what malfunctioning VCM means – that 
it pertains to a hardware error or the problem attributable to the machine itself; it excludes 
problems those attributable to defective SD cards or memory cards.

The number of SD cards with errors amounted to more than 1,600, resulting, of course, 
to additional non-functioning VCMs. The figures for the SD cards, however, does not nec-
essarily translate to 1,600 defective machines since each machine has two SD cards, and 
there could be instances where both two defective cards were for the same machine, not 
two different ones.

Putting these number together, we can estimate that around 2,000 to 2,400 VCMs didn't 
function properly on Election Day. Hopefully, the Comelec can give us a definite number 
when the dust settles.

Now, should we dismiss 2,000 to 2,400 as statistically “acceptable,” given that there around 
86,000 VCMs? (86,000-plus is also the number of clustered precincts nationwide. One 
machine is deployed to each clustered precinct.)

Even if we conservatively put it at 2,000 VCMs or at 2.3% of the total number of VCMs, 
the estimate represents around 1.44 million potentially affected voters, given the average of 
720 voters per clustered precinct (61,843,750 registered voters/85,768 clustered precincts). 
It is still quite a huge number.

We shouldn't immediately interpret this, however, as 1.44 million voters being disenfran-
chised. Remember that even if a VCM breaks down, the Comelec has contingency rules 
to ensure that voting will still go on. We should also take note that the other 84,000 VCMs 
worked on Election Day.

Tracing the problem to 2013

Much of the problem can be traced to how our automated election system was procured. 
In 2010, the AES and all its components (memory card, marking pen, ballot paper, and 
thermal paper, etc) were bidded out as a single package. The Comelec dealt with a single 
supplier, and accountability was easily traced.

In 2013, however, in response to the criticism that the 2010 elections was fully ran by 
a “foreign”entity, Smartmatic, and with the intention to open up the components to more 
bidders and hoping that prices would go lower, Comelec unbundled the components. 
Smartmatic, despite having provided the machines, was made to compete with the rest of 
the bidders for all the components, winning some and losing in others. Comelec ended up 
with multiple suppliers as procurement law forces it to get the lowest bid, opening itself to 
the risk of component mismatch.

For example, in 2013, there was mismatch between the marking pen and the ballot paper, 
causing absorption issues. Where instead of the ink being absorbed by the ballot paper, a 
pool of wet ink settled on the ballots, messing up with the machines’ lens. When the question 
of accountability arose, the marking pen supplier blamed the paper supplier and vice versa. 
Smartmatic ended up blaming both. Now, who is to penalize?

Despite this experience, Comelec for the 2019 elections continued unbundling the AES 
components. There was again the case of marking pen and ballot paper incompatibility – 
this time the paper absorbs the ink too well and too fast that ink seeps or blots through 
the other side. Comelec as a precaution ended up recalling around more than one million 
marking pens weeks before May 13.
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constituents, knowing that doing so might erode the 
purchasing power of their money during elections?

3) Disinformation and echo chambers

Third, we need to fight disinformation and break free of 
our echo chambers in social media platforms.

Assessing candidates is hard enough even without fake 
news populating our Facebook timelines and Twitter feeds.

However, as we’ve seen in the past 3 years, the Duterte 
government itself has retailed disinformation, burning 
taxpayers’ money in the process.

In addition, I am convinced we’re all trapped in echo 
chambers (or silos) in social media platforms.

All the woke posts, clever memes, witty tweets, and 
endless fact-checks made by well-meaning millennials and 
Gen Z – in response to, say, news of bad policies – were 
seen and read by their peers and their peers alone.

To understand the issues and narratives that matter to 
millions of our fellow Filipinos, we need to engage them 
in deeper conversation. But first, we need to break free of 
our online echo chambers and talk to them face-to-face.

4) Climate of fear and coercion

Fourth, we need to dispel this climate of fear enveloping 
the country.

President Duterte’s penchant for violence – as evidenced 
by his war on drugs – has sowed fear in the hearts of millions 
of Filipinos.

Such fear, however, could be clouding their otherwise 
rational judgment on many of their decisions, including 
how they vote.

Election-related violence is nothing new, of course. 
However, you might argue that Duterte has scaled it up to 
the national level, as shown by, say, his so-called “narco list.”

On the one hand, the opposition ticket Otso Diretso 
claimed that Duterte has effectively weaponized the said 
narco list to have a vice grip on local officials. On the other 
hand, apparently 27 out of the 36 politicians on the narco 
list won in their respective races.

In any case, won’t people vote differently – more calmly 
and rationally – if they knew and felt no vindictive or violent 
leader was looking over their shoulders as they voted?

Next steps

We have to embrace the fact that Filipinos are never, nor 
will be, fully informed when choosing leaders in elections.

Yet that does not mean we cannot improve the 

Editorial...
from page 4

The lies they pushed on 
Election Day

By: I'm Vernise Tantuco 
(www.rappler.com)

The election season was an exciting time to observe the 
kinds of false and misleading claims that circulated on social 
media, whether circulated by partisan camps or by voters 
expressing their sentiments.

‘INVISIBLE INK’
One thing that stood out to me among the claims we 

checked was that Filipinos voters are – unsurprisingly – 
paranoid about cheating during elections.

Filipinos voting abroad, in particular, were worried that 
their ballots might be tampered with, since they didn’t get to 
feed their ballots into the vote-counting machines (VCMs) 
themselves.

The week before election day, May 13, a video of a ballot 
that was allegedly pre-shaded with invisible ink (the kind that 
can only be seen under a UV light) went viral. People who 
reposted the video and uploaded screenshots of it accused 
the opposition slate Otso Diretso of playing dirty, and called 
out the Comelec for supposed incompetence.

In the end, as the Comelec pointed out, the ballot used 
in the video wasn't official. The Parish Pastoral Council for 
Responsible Voting, the National Citizen's Movement For 

Free Elections, and a former 
source code reviewer for the 
Nationalist People's Coalition 
said the VCMs don't count 
UV marks as votes.

Other fact checks that 
week:

FALSE: Philippines in path 
of 2019's 'super typhoon'

MISLEADING: Duterte 
should not be 'blamed' for 
contractualization

T H E  S O - C A L L E D 
‘MATRIX’

Another claim that made 
headlines the week before 
elections didn’t originate 
from social media but from 
the Office of the President. 
Presidential Spokesperson 
Salvador Panelo dropped 
an elaborate “matrix” on 
Wednesday, May 8.

It was bad timing, to say 
the least. We were deep 
into prepping for election 
coverage by then, with the 
Research and Tech teams 
making arrangements for 
monitoring the Comelec’s 
transparency server at Pope 
Pius XII Catholic Center. 

We decided not to fact-
check Panelo’s diagram – it 
was a distraction from what 
we felt was more important 
work. All his claims 
prompted a “no proof ” rating 
anyway – boring! 

‘DISQUALIFIED’ CAN-
DIDATES

We were all hands on 
deck on Election Day, with 
our Movers in the provinces 
helping confirm claims of 
disqualification of candidates 
that the fact-checking team 
was getting. We were also 
re-publishing – and being 
republished by – Tsek.ph, a 
collaborative project between 
newsrooms and the academe 

to fact check the elections. 
The night before the 

elections, during Rappler’s 
special coverage, our news 
editor Miriam Grace Go 
warned voters of last-min-
ute dirty tricks by political 
camps, and foremost of them 
was spreading false informa-
tion about rival candidates 
supposedly getting disqual-
ified or withdrawing their 
candidacies.

True enough, most of the 
claims we fact-checked on 
Election Day were last-min-
ute attempts at sabotaging 
opponents – allegations that 
certain candidates or par-
ty-list organizations had been 
disqualified, or that certain 
personalities no longer 
supported their candidates. 

Many of the claims that 
were emailed to us were on 
vote-buying in the provinces. 
We passed these over to 
our civic engagement unit, 
Move, which consolidat-
ed these reports. There was 
no way to verify on the day 
whether these were outright 
true or false. (In the same 
live interview on May 12, Go 
observed how the “well-in-
tentioned campaign to 
prevent vote-buying” had 
been “weaponized” by can-
didates who had connections 
with law enforcers to harass 
their rivals.)

Fact checks on Election 
Day:

FALSE: Exequiel Javier 
'withdraws' congressional 
bid in Antique

FALSE: Overseas voting 
in Singapore is still ‘old-style 
ballot box’

FALSE: Comelec disqual-
ifies 5 progressive party-list 
groups before election day

FALSE: Amado Espino III 
and Jumel Espino 'disquali-
fied' in Pangasinan

FALSE: 'Daily Guardian 
post' on Gorricetas junking 
ally Biron

FALSE: 'No election 
returns' for Liberal Party

WILL LENI STEP 
DOWN? WHAT IS T.I.M.?

Election Day may have 
ended, but we’re still seeing 
and receiving claims related 
to it. 

Two claims stood out to 
me in the days following 
May 13. 

The first alleged that Vice 
President Leni Robredo said 
she would step down if no 
one from Otso Diretso won 
a Senate seat. This made the 
rounds on Monday night and 
Tuesday morning, when the 
partial, unofficial results 
showed that none of them 
made the “Magic 12.” 

The other claim was that 
Davao businessman and 

And the winners are…Rodrigo 
Duterte and Coco Martin

By: Carmel V. Abao (www.rappler.com)

As I write this piece, more than 96% of the precincts in Monday's elections have 
reported unofficial results.

The results are not yet complete but the trends are increasingly becoming clear. While 
initial results may seem “shocking” at first glance (huh? plunderers win again?), a 
second reflection will reveal that not much has changed really. It’s the same old elec-
toral-political system at work.
In this piece, I attempt to show the apparent continuities of this system amidst seem-
ing change. I argue that elections continue to be won through traditional strategies: 
populism (i.e., "Dutertismo" and patronage politics) and plain popularity (i.e., Coco 
Martin-type of appeal). The use of political and social capital still mattered the most – 
not platforms or issues.

Senatorial race: equity of the incumbent plus "Dutertismo"

At the moment, these are at least 8 "likely" winners, the ranking of which are based on 
initial reports from the Comelec: (1) Cynthia Villar, (2) Grace Poe, (3) Bong Go, (4) 
Pia Cayetano, (5) Bato Dela Rosa, (6) Sonny Angara, (7) Lito Lapid, (8) Imee Marcos.
As of 10:26 am Thursday, the following, meanwhile, are likely to vie for the last 4 
seats (i.e., all of these candidates now have between 13 million-15 million votes): (9) 
Francis Tolentino, (10) Bong Revilla, (11) Koko Pimentel, (12) Nancy Binay, (13) JV 
Ejercito, (14) Bam Aquino.
The next in line – having garnered 9 million-11 million votes – are not likely to get in 
(although of course, I am no mathematician, so these are just estimates): (15) Jinggoy 
Estrada, (16) Mar Roxas, (17) Serge Osmeña.
The said current trend for the senatorial race suggests at least two things. One, Presi-
dent Duterte’s mandate has clearly been validated, given that the top 8 are all his allies 
(some are proxies, even) and 5 of the 6 vying for the last 4 seats are his allies as well. 
Two, among the opposition candidates, only Bam Aquino had the chance to make it 
to the Magic 12.
The traditional "equity of the incumbent" is obviously at work here, bolstered by that 
so-called "Dutertismo" or Duterte-style populism. The said combination could explain 
the victory of the top 8, especially of Bong Go and Bato dela Rosa (who both worked 
directly under Duterte) and Imee Marcos (who ran under the party of presidential 
daughter Sara Duterte).
The names of the top 8 and the next 6 also suggest that political 

quality of our votes. Moving 
forward, let us examine 
and identify the different 
constraints to our rationality 
as voters and chip away at 
such constraints one by one.

This is a daunting project. 
But if we are to redeem 
Philippine democracy by 
2022 – and save whatever’s 
left of it – we need to embark 
on this project pretty soon. – 
Rappler.com

The author is a PhD 
candidate at the UP School 
of Economics. His views are 
independent of the views of 
his affiliations. Follow JC on 
Twitter (@jcpunongbayan) 
a n d  U s a p a n g  E c o n 
(usapangecon.com).

Duterte ally Dennis Uy 
bought Smartmatic’s local 
partner Total Information 
Management (TIM) Cor-
poration in late 2018. This 
went viral on Wednesday 
morning, and Uy denied the 
allegations in the afternoon. 
He even threatened to sue 
whoever spread the rumor 
about him. (READ: Dennis 
Uy denies investing in Smart-
matic-TIM)

Misleading or false claims 
that spread online – at least, 
the ones emailed to us by 
readers or brought to our 
attention by Facebook – are 
often political in nature, with 
attacks coming from both 
supporters of the adminis-
tration and the opposition. 

Fact checks after Election 
Day:

FALSE: VP Leni Robredo 
‘promised’ to step down if no 
Otso Diretso bet wins

FALSE: ‘Photo’ of Abigail 
Valte inside a high-end Hong 
Kong shop

Will our fact-checking 
and research complete-
ly eradicate disinformation 
on the internet? It would be 
naive of me to say yes. 

But if Filipinos become 
just as suspicious of out-
rageous claims as they are 
of election cheating, I’d say 
that’s a win.
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ERRATUM
In a Notice of Hearing for Extension of 

Validity of CPC filed by Nassif  Tantao 
published in this paper issue of December 
8-14, 2018, the authorized route which 
is: Baguio City to any point in Cordillera 
Administrative Region and Vice Versa as 
published was incorrect, the route should 
have been: LA TRINIDAD TO ANY POINT 
IN CORDILLERA ADMINISTRATIVE 
REGION and Vice Versa, and not as 
inadvertently published.

(SGD) The Junction OIC

Notice of Extrajudicial Settlement of Estate
with Special Power of Attorney and Waiver of 

Rights
Notice is hereby given to the Estate of the deceased Primo 

A. Tinipac, resident of Holy Ghost, Baguio City who died on April 
28, 2019 in Davao has been the subject of an Extrajudicial Settle-
ment of Estate with Simultaneous SPA and Waiver of Rights ex-
ecuted by the heirs of said deceased on May 17, 2019 in Baguio 
city and registered and docketed as Doc. 345 Page. 69; Book 
25; Series of 2019 of the Notarial Register of Atty. Meshack C. 
Macwes of the City of Baguio, Philippines.

May 18, 25 and June 1, 2019

UNDER REPAIR. Works are ongoing at the Baguio athletic bowl 
where PHP47 million will be spent for the  creation of open air court 

for basketball and volleyball. This photo taken on May 10, 2019 
shows the construction area near the swimming pool. (File photo by 

Pigeon M. Lobien/PNA)

P47-M upgrade of Baguio athletic 
bowl facilities underway
BAGUIO CITY -- The city 

government is pursuing 
the implementation of the 
PHP47-million improve-
ment of the Baguio Athletic 
Bowl that houses most of the 
city’s sports facilities.

City sports coordinator 
Gaudencio Gonzales said 
on Friday that of the amount, 
PHP34 million is allotted for 
the swimming pool and the 
remaining PHP13 million is 
for the paving of the frontage 
where open courts for bas-
ketball, volleyball and other 
events can be held.

Riprap walls that will 
be used as seats for future 
spectators have also been 
installed.

At the area of the 
swimming pool, the works 
include the replacement of 
the dilapidated roofing and 
installation of solar panels to 
heat the two pools.

Gonzales said tiles of the 
Olympic-sized pool had been 
removed to add a few centi-

meters in its length so they 
can install touch pads at both 
ends of the pool.

The bottom of the pool 
would be excavated so they 
can add depth to allow the 
inclusion of diving events in 
swim meets, he said.

Works also include the 
installation of diving boards, 
as well as electronic score-
boards, to make the facility 
ready for hosting national 
and international competi-
tions.

Although the fund is 
not enough, Gonzales said 
they would request more 
funding to meet internation-
al standards.

“For now, the money is 
surely not enough, but we 
will make (a) request for 
more funding in the future,” 
he said.

The pool was completed 
in 2004 after six years of con-
struction on a budget that 
came in trickles.

It was started in 1998 

before former president 
Fidel Ramos stepped 
down and right after 

Baguio lost in the hosting 
of the Palarong Pambansa 
that year.

Former president Joseph 
Estrada provided the next 
tranche and the pool was 
completed only when former 
president, now House of 
Representatives Speaker 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
took office.

The staggered release of 
funding saw loopholes in 
the implementation of the 
project, most important-
ly that it lacked the actual 
total length that touch pads 
cannot be installed.

In front of the pool 
is a wide space that was 
once eyed as a venue for a 
multi-purpose gym.

Last year, Baguio hosted 
the national Batang Pinoy, 
the biggest sporting event 
hosted by the city, which 
finally got a rubberized track 
in 2015 after more than 60 
years of being a dirt track./
Pigeon M. Lobien/ PNA

not under the direct super-
vision and control of the 
local chief executive since it 
is under the supervision of 
the Secretary of Public Works 
and Highways, thus, the 

CBAO generates P6.7...
from page 2

And the winners are...
from page 5

advertisements matter. Bong Go, for example, started 
having political ads even before the official campaign 
period began. (It is also interesting to note that in all of 
those campaigns, Bong Go hardly ever spoke – he just 
stood beside President Duterte and only the President 
did the talking.)
It should also be noted that Grace Poe was dislodged by 
Cynthia Villar as the number one senator. This devel-
opment is important because it is likely to have implica-
tions on the decision of Poe and the Villars to run or not 
to run in the presidential race in 2022.

Local elections: old dynasties, young dynasts

A new development has emerged in local elections: old 
dynasts have been replaced by younger ones. In Pasig, 
the Eusebios, in power for almost 30 years, have been ef-
fectively removed with the victory of mayoral candidate 
29-year-old Vico Sotto, the nephew of the current Senate 
President.
In San Juan, the Estradas, in power for 50 years, have 
been replaced by the Zamoras, with the victory of may-
oral candidate 41-year-old Francis Zamora, son of the 
Zamora patriarch Ronaldo Zamora (former congress-
man of San Juan who, at one point, was appointed by 
then-president Erap Estrada as his executive secretary).
Former president Erap Estrada has also been removed 
from office by a younger candidate. He is likely to be re-
placed as Manila mayor by the 44-year-old Isko Moreno, 
formerly Estrada’s vice mayor.
Worth noting as well is the failure of other local 
kingpins. Former vice president and long-time Makati 
mayor Jejomar Binay, who vied for a congressional seat 
representing the 1st District of Makati, was defeated 
by his contender Kid Peña, former Makati vice-mayor. 
Long-time Cebu City Mayor Tommy Osmeña was also 
defeated by the Duterte-backed former Cebu City vice 
mayor Edgar Labella.
While not all of the above-mentioned local elections 
reveal the same narrative of the young defeating the 
old (i.e., Jejomar Binay, for example, could have been 
affected by the fractiousness of the Binay clan in this 

election instead of the presence of a young contender), 
the implications of having younger dynasts in power 
need to be observed and examined. Will these younger 
dynasts prove to be reformers or will they perpetuate the 
old ways of their dynasties?

I have been observing closely only one such youth 
narrative, that of Vico Sotto (full disclosure: Sotto is a 
former student at Ateneo). Sotto clearly won against 
the Eusebios with the help of his Sotto name (think 
Eat Bulaga) but the fact is, he won against a local giant 
which had a bigger name and greater political and 
social capital. And he won despite being associated with 
non-traditional issues such as freedom of information 
(he authored the FOI local ordinance of Pasig when he 
was councilor) and with progressive social movements 
in Pasig.
There is thus a possibility that a new breed of dynasts 
may be entering the political arena. At the very least, 
we now have a more interesting narrative in relation to 
political dynasties.

Party list elections: showbiz wins

Thus far, only the following party list groups have 
reached the required 2% threshold, ranked herein as 
per Comelec results reported: (1) ACT-CIS, (2) Bayan 
Muna, (3) Ako Bicol, (4) Cibac, (5) Ang Probinsyano, 
(6) 1Pacman, (7) Marino, (8) Probinsyano Ako.
ACT-CIS being the top winner can be explained by 
the popularity of its staunchest campaigner, journalist 
Mon Tulfo, who resembled the "strong-man" image of 
President Duterte during the campaign and also had 
the backing of the President. The next 3 winners, Bayan 
Muna, Ako Bicol and Cibac may have won because 
they were able to sustain their vote bases (all 3 have had 
repeated wins in previous party list elections).
The "new" development in these elections is the emer-
gence of two "Ang Probinsyano" organizations: Ang 
Probinsyano and Probinsyano Ako. Clearly, the names 
were chosen to suggest a connection with the popular 
TV show Ang Probinsyano, the lead character of which 
is inspired by the late actor Fernando Poe Jr (FPJ) and 
played by the famous young actor-heart throb Coco 
Martin. There is no other explanation given that two 
Probinsyanos are new additions Cont. on page 7

decisions of the said office is 
always appealable to the said 
national government official 
appointed by the President.

Under the Local Govern-
ment Code of the Philip-
pines, local governments are 
mandated to have their own 
building officials to oversee 
the strict implementation 
of the National Building 

Code and other related laws, 
rules and regulations within 
their areas of jurisdiction, 
to ensure the safety of the 
public from danger posed 
to the public.

CBAO officials and 
personnel already occupied 
its newly constructed 
building in DPS Compound 
to be able to effectively 
and efficiently cater to the 
growing needs of its clients./
Dexter A. See
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WINNERS ALL. Retired police director Benjamin Magalong (4th from left) 
was proclaimed as winning mayor in Baguio City before midnight on May 
13. Also proclaimed were re-electionist Congressman Mark Go (3rd from 
left) and winning vice mayor Faustino Olowan (5th from left). (Photo by 

Pamela Mariz Geminiano)

Comelec proclaims new set of 
Baguio officials
BAGUIO CITY – The 

City Board of Canvass-
ers Tuesday proclaimed 
the winning candidates for 
the different local elected 
positions during the May 
13, 2019 mid-term elections.

The board composed 
of City Election officer 
Atty. Renan Sorbita, City 
Prosecutor Elmer Manuel 
Sagsago and City Schools 
Davison Superintendent Dr. 
Federico Martin initially 
proclaimed winning con-
gressional candidate Mark 
Go, neophyte mayoralty 
candidate retired Police Lt. 
Gen. Benjamin B. Magalong 
and vice mayoralty bet 
and incumbent Councilor 
Faustino A. Olowan.

On the other hand, the 
proclaimed candidates for the 
12 slots in the city’s local leg-
islative body were incumbent 
Councilor Joel Alangsab, 
incumbent Councilor Benny 
Bomogao, former Councilor 
Betty Lourdes Tabanda, 
incumbent Councilors Elaine 
Sembrano, Maria Mylen 
Victoria G. Yaranon, former 
Councilor Isabelo Cosalan, 
Jr., incumbent Councilor 
Francisco Roberto Ortega 
VI, incumbent Councilor 
Arthur Alad-iw, school 
administrator Vladimir 
Cayabas, former Councilor 

Fred Bagbagen, incumbent 
Councilor Lilia Fariñas and 
former Councilor Philian 
Louse Weygan-Alan.

For the first time in the 
history of the local legisla-
tive body, 5 women landed 
in the 12-seat City Council 
which is empowered to enact 
ordinances and resolutions 
governing the welfare of city 
residents.

The winning candidates 
were supposed to be pro-
claimed by the board shortly 
after midnight Monday 
but the inability of some 
precincts to transmit the 
generated results from their 
vote counting machines 
(VCMs) to the centralized 
canvassing center based 
at the PFVR Youth Action 
Center compelled the 
members to suspend the pro-
ceedings and resume the can-
vassing several hours later.

The board also decided to 
summon the members of the 
board of elections inspectors 
of the precincts that failed 
to transmit the results from 
their VCMs for the manual 
uploading of the results 
until there was a 100 percent 
transmission that paved the 
way for the proclamation 
of the winning candidates 
shortly before noon Tuesday.

Among the problems 

encountered during the 
casting of votes in the 
precinct level were the 
alleged malfunctioning of the 

designated VCMs with some 
being immediately replaced, 
missing names of voters, and 
poor signal of the telecom-
munication companies in 
some areas in the city.

After the proclamation of 
the winning candidates in the 
local elected positions, the 
board subsequently transmit-
ted to the national canvassing 
center at the Philippine Inter-
national Convention Center 
for the canvassing of votes for 
the 12 slots in the Senate that 
will be vacated and the par-
ty-list organizations to have 
their representatives in the 
House.

There were over 165,000 
registered voters in the city 
during the May 13, 2019 
with only nearly 70 percent 
actually casting their votes 
in the over 257 clustered 
precincts based in 57 polling 
centers in the different parts 
of the city.

The poll body provided 
some 22 contingency VCMs 
in the city as back up for 
VCMs that may malfunc-
tion during the course of 
the casting of votes and the 
canvassing that followed 
after the precincts closed 
operation at around 6 pm 
Monday./Dexter A. See

to the party list scene.

It must be noted, of course, that Probinsyano Ako has 
Rudy Caesar Fariñas as nominee (son of Rudy Fariñas, 
former Majority Leader of the House of Representatives) 
but I doubt if the Fariñas clan could have won a nation-
wide campaign only with the Fariñas bailiwick in Ilocos 
as its vote base.
The other Probinsyano group, Ang Probinsyano, is 
an even more interesting case. All its nominees are 
unfamiliar names (Alfred delos Santos, Ronnie Ong, 
Edward delos Santos) so there is no way it could have 
won without the “Probinsyano” tag. The Facebook page 
of the organization simply reveals that it is backed by no 
less than Coco Martin and other Ang Probinsyano stars.
The fact that the previously strong party list organiza-
tions (e.g., Anakpawis, Akbayan) did not make the 2% 
mark also needs further scrutiny. It needs to be exam-
ined, for example, why, among the more ideological and 
membership-based party-list groups, only Bayan Muna, 
Gabriela, and ACT-Teachers have won party-list seats.

The opposition: too little, too late
In this election, at least two groups represented the op-
position: the Otso Diretso (LP-led) and the Labor Win 
(labor and Left movement-led).
For Otso Diretso, current results show that only Bam 
Aquino – now ranked 14 with 13.7 million votes – had 
the chance of winning a Senate seat. Aquino is followed 
by Mar Roxas who is now in 16th place with 9.5 million 
votes.
What is perhaps most interesting about the Otso Diretso 

And the winners are...
from page 5

showing is the fact that af-
ter Aquino and Roxas, it is 
human rights lawyer that 
leads the pack: Chel Diok-
no is #21 with 6.1 million 
votes. He is followed 
by: Gary Alejano (#21), 
Samira Gutoc (#25), Romy 
Macalintal (#26), Erin 
Tañada (#27), and, Pilo 
Hilbay (#29). Interestingly, 
said ranking resembles re-
vealed in University mock 
elections held in recent 
weeks.
Among the candidates of 
the labor and Left move-
ments, the ranking is as 
follows: Neri Colmenares 
(#24), Ernie Arellano 
(#36), Allan Montaño 
(#37), Leody de Guzman 
(#38), and Sonny Matula 
(#50).
The election results for 
these opposition candi-
dates should be viewed as 
both half empty and half-
full (i.e., Chel Diokno, a 
lesser-known public figure 
gained 6 million votes; 
Neri Colmenares got 4.5 
million votes, and the rest 
of the labor candidates 
got anywhere 

between 380,000 votes to 900,000 votes; in other words, hindi zero).
The opposition must concede that it has failed somewhere, somehow. In my opinion, 
the failure of the opposition can be explained by at least 3 things. One, the opposi-
tion did too little, too late in the game. An election campaign has a greater chance of 
being successful if launched long before an election actually takes place. As men-
tioned previously, political and social capital matters. Building and mobilizing such 
capital takes time – especially in a contest where opponents have the advantage of 
being incumbents.
Two, the opposition was "head-less." There was no unifying leader or set of leaders. 
While it can be said that it is "the bottom" or the masses that matter during elections, 
"the top" is also equally important. Mobilization for elections cannot be expected to 
be spontaneous.
Three, the opposition obviously relied primarily on moral appeals. While moral 
appeals are important, they obviously do not win elections. The opposition may have 
to rethink its strategies for generating mass support. It may even have to rethink its 
manner and level of rootedness in Philippine society (i.e., why can it not equal or 
surpass the ability of the Duterte camp to gain mass support during and in between 
elections?)

Implications: what to expect between now and elections 2022

Given the abovementioned election results and underpinning dynamics, the follow-
ing may be expected between now and 2022:
The election results indicate that President Duterte has consolidated his hold on the 
Senate. That means the removal of the last institutional obstacle to President Duter-
te’s agenda (i.e., continuance of martial law in Mindanao, death penalty, lowering of 
the age of criminal liability, federalism). The hold of Duterte now spans all branches 
of government – executive, judicial, and legislative (both houses).
The Duterte camp will now have more confidence to field candidates for the pres-
idential race in 2022. Given the proximity of 2022 and given its apparent electoral 
strength, I doubt if the camp will bother with other non-institutional measures such 
as impeaching the VP and replacing her with Bongbong Marcos. And who needs 
a revolutionary government when one’s power is highly consolidated? (It must be 
noted though that the Duterte camp is also fragmented and composed of various 
factions; Duterte’s current level of consolidation may not stay the same if internal 
fragmentation intensifies.)
With the Senate “space” practically closed off, non-institutional opposition to Dute-
rte is now likely to increase. There could be more opposition activities in the streets. 
Having more opposition, meanwhile, could lead to more repression. We should 
expect more crackdowns leading up to 2022 (also as a way for the administration to 
eliminate potential electoral opponents).
The current opposition is likely to go in either one of two directions. One, it could 
sulk, point fingers at each other or at Duterte, or fragment further. Two, it can go 
into an honest-to-goodness assessment of its failures in the past and present (not 
just in these elections) and continue "campaigning" even after the midterm polls. In 
other words, it could also unite further.
As a member of the academe, I am personally interested in examining the phenom-
enon of Chel Diokno topping most of university mock elections. Why Diokno and 
not the more known Aquino or Roxas? Was that just about the “woke youth” sup-
porting a “woke lolo”? Or was that about the youth speaking against Duterte and his 
drug war? Or about the youth speaking against the so-called EDSA democracy?
At this point, I have more questions than answers. But these questions should 
mobilize us, not paralyze us. More importantly, these questions should mobilize the 
youth.
Post-election, I can think of only one more thing to say, especially to our youth: this 
ain’t Game of Thrones. In real life, there are no dragons, only demons – around us 
and within us. – Rappler.com
The author teaches political science at the Ateneo de Manila University.
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INMATES' VOTE. A total of 56 persons deprived of liberty (PDL) from the 
two district jail facilities of the Bureau of Jail Management and Penology 

(BJMP) in Baguio City were allowed to vote in the mid-term polls. Photo shows 
male inmates voting in one of the polling centers in Baguio. (Photo courtesy of 

the Bureau of Jail Management and Penology)

“I will be leaving 
you but I will never abandon you’ 
- Domogan
BAG U IO  C I T Y  – 

O u t g o i n g  M a y o r 
Mauricio G. Domogan 
conceded his first-ever defeat 
in his attempt to take back 
the city’s congressional post, 
saying that there are lessons 
learned in defeat and that 
there are also victories that 
are gained.

The local chief executive 
expressed his sincerest 
gratitude to all his supporters 
and sympathizers who were 
with him through thick and 
thin during his over three 
decades in public service.

Domogan was elected as 
a City Councilor in 1987 
before being elected as the 
city’s vice mayor in the 1992 
elections. He eventually 
assumed the city’s mayoralty 
post after the elected Mayor 
Ramon Labo, Jr. was disqual-
ified by the Commission on 
Elections (COMELEC) for 
being a stateless person and 
completed his first three 
terms as the local chief 
executive. He was also elected 
as the city’s representative 
to the House of Representa-
tives in 2001 and completed 
his three terms before being 
elected again for his second 

three terms as City Mayor in 
2010 up to the present.

“I will be leaving you but 
I will never abandon you,” 
Domogan told employees 
of the local government 
during the regular Monday 
flag raising ceremony at the 
city hall grounds.

He assured residents he 
will always be available to 
extend whatever assistance to 
them in his private capacity 
once he will end his term by 
noon of June 30, 2019.

On the other hand, 
Domogan also wished the 
proclaimed winning city 
officials the best of luck in 
their bid to serve the people, 
saying that people should 
support the good programs 
and projects of the incoming 
administration so that the 
growth and development of 
the city will be sustained.

According to him, what 
is important is for the city’s 
incoming leaders to uphold 
the greater interest of the 
majority of the populace who 
look for efficient and effective 
delivery of services.

He pointed out the city’s 
electorate again proved that 
the elections in the city is 
peaceful and orderly unlike 
in other conflict-stricken 
areas of the archipelago.

Domogan also expressed 
his gratitude to the people for 

their trust and confidence in 
him in electing him for ten 
consecutive times prior to 
his first defeat in the conduct 
of the elections every three 
years.

He underscored he is 
proud to end his term 
without being involved in 
graft and corruption pointing 
out that what had been 
hurled against him in the 
past political exercises were 
merely allegations not even 
substantiated by his rivals 
who resorted to character 
assassination instead of 
the performance-based 
campaign.

The local government will 
be paying a tribute to the 
outgoing local chief executive 
by next month before the 
scheduled turnover cere-
monies before noon of June 
30, 2019 where the new set 
of city officials will assume 
their positions to start their 
3-year service to the people 
of Baguio city.

Earlier, Domogan formed 
a transition committee that 
will prepare the appropri-
ate activities for the smooth 
turnover of the city’s lead-
ership to the next set of city 
officials./Dexter A. See

Improvement of parking areas from 
betel nut evident – DOTR-CAR
BAGUIO CITY – The 

Cordillera office of the 
Department of Transpor-
tation (DOTR-CAR) said 
there had been a signifi-
cant improvement in the 
cleanliness of parking 
areas of public utility 
vehicles (PUVs) in the 

city from the sight of 
betel nut spits since the 
strict implementation of 
a memorandum prohib-
iting the chewing of betel 
nut by PUV drivers while 
on duty.

DOTR-CAR officer-
in-charge Robert Allan 

Santiago said people can 
observe a good sight in 
the parking areas within 
the Dangwa terminal 
and at the back of Tiong 
San Harrison these days 
because PUV drivers now 
comply with the policy of 
no-chewing of betel nut 

while on duty, an 
indication of their 
compliance to 
existing rules and 
regulations while 
the crafting of the 
appropriate local 
ordinance by the 
local legislative 
body is underway.

He pointed out 
that there is still a 
need to continue 
the information 
and education 

campaign (IEC) on the 
existence of the mem-
orandum issued by the 
agency prohibiting PUV 
drivers from chewing 
betel nut while on duty 
to ensure cleanliness of 
their parking areas in 
the different parts of the 
central business district 
area.

“We only prohibit the 
chewing of betel nut by 
our public utility vehicle 
drivers while they are 
on duty but they are still 
allowed to do the same 
when they are not on duty 
so that cleanliness can be 
observed in the different 
parking areas around the 
central business district,” 
Santiago stressed.

Earlier, a number of 
local governments in 

the region 
passed ordi-
nances pro-
hibiting the 
chewing of 
belt nut in 
public places 
i n  t h e i r 
l o c a l i t i e s 
to prevent 
u n s i g h t l y 
areas within 
their areas of 
jurisdiction 
p r i m a r i l y 
because of 
betel  nut 
spits every-
where.

According 
t o  h i m , 
the agency 
needs  to 
sustain the 
monitoring 
of the com-
pliance of all 
PUV drivers 
in the city to 
the issued 
memoran-

dum against the chewing 
of betel nut so to signifi-
cantly improve the overall 
cleanliness of the different 
parking and staging areas 
of PUVs around the city 
proper.

Santiago called on PUV 
drivers to cooperate on 
the strict implemen-
tation of the agency’s 
memorandum against 
the chewing of betel 
nut so that the image of 
Baguio city as a premier 
tourist destination in the 
country will be sustained 
or even improved which 
will help in enticing more 
people to visit the city 
which redounds to more 
business for the PUVs.

While it is true that 
betel nut is part of the 
culture of most Cordil-

lerans, especially those 
from those from Ifugao, 
he asserted that people 
should still observe 
decency in dealing with 
other people who may 
misinterpret the frequent 
chewing of betel nut by 
PUV drivers who are 
only barred from doing 
so when they are on duty.

The memorandum 
directing PUV drivers 
in the city to refrain 
from chewing betel nut 
was distributed to the 
different PUV organiza-
tions for their information 
and guidance prior to the 
start of the implementa-
tion of the same as part of 
the IEC for its strict com-
pliance by the concerned 
sector./Dexter A. See


