‣ eNews

March 2017

Welcome to our first eNews for
Regions Beyond. This is a new
move to help us grow in our
understanding of our global
reach, help us pray for one
another and engage in our
mission together.

There are numerous articles to
read - pretty much unedited
and from various people in our
churches across the nations.
We hope to produce these
from time to time (regularly if
possible - provided that people
contribute) and will probably
link this to our website.

We have decided not to print
this - we live is such a digital
age!
We hope that you will circulate
this through email and social
media - and if needed you can
print it off for those who need a
paper copy!

Diary - Steve's dates:
10th February – Hope Church, Utrecht Holland Attending the handover
of the church to Jan-Willem
22nd Feb – 4th March – CapeTown Elders & Wives weekend/ The Bay
Community Church
4th & 5th March – Joy In the City Church Plant, Bloemfontein, SA
8th & 9th March – UK Hub National Gathering, Swindon, UK
20th – 25th March – “If only I had Known” with Ray Lowe & team, Clarens
SA
26th – 30th March – RB Global Team Meeting – Clarens SA
30th – 2nd April – Master Builders Conference, Clarens SA
20th – 27th April – Haderech Church, Karmiel, Galilee, Israel
7th May – Jubilee Church, Hull, UK
13th – 19th May – Pitso Leadership Training, Clarens SA
Note: dates for various church visits and time at Beulah not included

Steve say: Please pray:
Our family – we are about to be found on four
different continents, which requires special
‘family grace’ (UK, UAE, SA, USA)
Health – The traveling is costly at times and
there is a need to be strong and healthy
Pray for fun! Busyness can often rob us of
fun……much needed!
Prayer for the individual trips detailed here.
Prayer for leadership development –have felt an
urgent call to invest and develop leaders (Pitso
2017/If only I had Known and others)
I’ve recently initiated a Global Team to assist
with the carrying of our world-wide movement –
appreciate prayer that we would function in
togetherness and passion
Beulah Church, Thornton Heath – for God to
fulfil all He has promised
More church plants!

Note: Dubai - The Hub starts on November 14th get it in the diary!!

Prophetic Words
Recent Prophetic words:
A tidal wave of living water At Fusion 2016 I was given a series of images all
relating to an ocean. During the morning prayer sessions, streams and rivers
were constantly referred to in relation to Regions Beyond’s identity in spreading
the Gospel message. I saw streams and rivers coming together to form one
ocean – a mighty ocean of believers who were all filled with the living water.
John 7.38 “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost
being will flow rivers of living water.'" At the Regions Beyond Leadership Forum,
water imagery was strong once again in prayer and worship sessions. On the
first day, I was given a picture of a tidal wave. It was one massive wall of water
that was moving across the surface of the earth – a powerful tidal wave that
never crashes down – it just keeps moving forward and growing. This mass of
water symbolizes believers from across the globe uniting together in a moving
force that reaches the lost and the unreached – the waters saturate and filter into
places that have never heard the Gospel message. It also reignites Christians in
their faith and causes them to be swept willingly into a flood of renewed
strength / inner transformation and peace. Within this tidal wave I saw buildings

Rodney
Haggar:
The floor of the room we were meeting in
India was made up of a neat set of polished
dark wooden panels. God drew my attention
to this and I felt He was saying that each of
these panels represents one of the ten values
that we were considering as Regions Beyond.
But then as I looked closer I could see that
each panel had a different grain pattern. And

and people – houses, churches, communities –being swept up into the flow of

I felt God wanted to draw out the beauty of

water - the” Living Waters”. It moves quickly and effectively, uniting Christian

the grain in each of these ten values, and

communities and consolidating Biblical truths and core values. One God, One

put them on display for the world to see, He

Lord, One People. John 4.14 “But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him

was proud to display them in us. I felt God

will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a

saying that if we will allow these values to

spring of water welling up to eternal life.” This tidal wave / movement will cause
a revival across the globe – a revival that will see many coming to the Lord Isaiah 44.3 “For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry
ground; I will pour my Spirit upon your offspring, and my blessing on your
descendants.” The tidal wave symbolizes mass conversions on a global scale
and a movement of spiritual renewal across the planet. The Lord will be exalted.
Iona Rossely Kerala 2017

become massaged in our churches, it will be
like applying oil to wood, when you want to
bring out the beauty of the grain. The Holy
Spirit is the oil and He wants to make these
‘our distinctive marks’ as a movement. But it’s
a partnership with Him, not one or the other,
but both of us working together to bring out
this hidden beauty and putting it on display.

BEULAH TEAM INDIA REPORT
Eight of us from Beulah had the privilege of going to
India to be part of the Glorious Church conference and

INDIA REPORT

to visit local churches. For seven of us it was our first
experience of India and its amazing culture and people.
It did not disappoint!! Attending the conference and
connecting with people from across India had a
profound effect on us. The zeal and commitment that
people have for their nation was challenging and
humbling. The worship was indeed ‘Glorious’, praising
God together in a variety of languages and enjoying His
wonderful presence was a real foretaste of heaven.
There was an obvious desire and commitment to see the
gospel spread throughout the world. It really impacted us that the churches in India are praying for us and feel partners with us in
bringing the Gospel to the nations. We are in it together for each other’s success. After the conference we split into three groups and
visited the churches in Mumbai, Nashik and Pune. Spending time in people’s homes and hearing their stories of the way Jesus has
impacted their lives was the highlight of the trip. It challenged us all to never underestimate the power of sharing our own stories of
what God has done in our lives. Visiting the leper mission and ministering to the patients there was a great privilege none of us will
forget. The dedication of the medical staff and volunteers is such a demonstration of the grace and mercy of God. God has amazing
plans for the people of India and we are so grateful to Him that we were able to experience just a small part of it.
Liz Clevely Beulah Church Thornton Heath

Franco preached:
1. Be strong in the Lord Brothers & Sisters, God is in-charge.. and He is
building His church
2. BE CONFIDENT in the promises of God
(Haggai 2:5 ‘This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of
Egypt. And my Spirit remains among you.)
3. Be Courageous Do not fear (v5 ‘.... And my Spirit remains among you.
Do not fear.’
Listen to the full sermon: http://wordofgracechurch.org/the-gloriouschurch-2017-the-glorious-church-franco-lonappan/

SOUTH AFRICA
Khanyisa Community Church was planted
from Jubilee Community Church almost
16 years ago. From the time of the
church’s inception under the leadership of
Nigel and Lisa Measures in Tambo Square
Gugulethu, Khanyisa Church emerged as
a fresh expression of God’s unity and nonracialism.
The late 1980s and 1990s was a
tempestuous time in South Africa,
particularly in the fight against apartheid.
At the same time, the majority of people
who lived in the community of Tambo
were facing many challenges such as
decent housing, unemployment, quality
education, HIV/AIDS and many others.
From the start, members of Khanyisa were
centrally involved in campaigning for
houses and through much prayer and
petition, God answered our cry.
By 1994, when the new government was
installed, God provided land and houses
were built in Tambo. In addition, a site was
provided for our building. While this was
happening, out of the preaching of the
gospel, hundreds of people encountered
Jesus Christ as Lord. Today, Khanyisa
Community Church in Tambo Village is
perfectly poised to serve church
communities drawn from a diverse spectrum of the city’s population – young and old, poor and affluent, of different races,
cultures and nationalities. Our building is used for Sunday meetings, children’s ministries, social projects, offices, and most
Saturday mornings, a mobile clinic comes to serve the community as this is our desire to serve the heart of the community.
Through our cell system we are able to reach areas such as Manenberg, Nyanga and Philippi. Our services are conducted
in three languages and we have fun in the presence of the Holy Spirit. Our involvement with Regions Beyond has enabled
us to partner more with other churches and leaders to further the spread of the Gospel across South Africa and beyond.
Siviwe & Desmilene Minyi

Going to Bloemfontein - Jan and Anneke Stoorvogel
After we have given the leadership of the Church in Utrecht over to Jan Willem and Marlinde Tamminga we will travel on Friday
the 17th of February to Bloemfontein in South Africa. The Lord is leading us into a new adventure! We are so thankful that God
called us to go out for Him to see people restored in this beautiful country.
The church in Bloemfontein will officially start on the 5th of March and the week before we will be in the city with an
international team to invite people to come. We are very excited and cannot wait to see God move on the streets and to tell and
demonstrate to people that our God is so good! We plan on staying until the 9th of May and to be there to encourage people,
to pray, to prophecy and to build new relationships. We would love to build a link between the churches from Bloemfontein and
Utrecht so that in the future we can be of great help to one another. This means that we stay in contact, probably going again
someday, seeing this church becoming a success. Our dream is to see the church full of people of every background
worshipping Jesus, loving each other and making a difference in this city. Together with you.

Master Builders:
What we are hoping for in
2017! Every Year God does
something new at Master
Builders. Over the past years,
God has opened doors into
new nations for us, and
commissioned many to be sent
out. Don’t miss this opportunity to be part of what God is
doing in our nation and in Regions Beyond!
This year we are believing God for: Fresh Encounters No
time together is worth the effort if we are not going to be
pressing into God’s presence.
Prayer mornings leading into the conference, worship which
is vibrant and deep and a Prophetic people eager to hear
from our Father means we are in for a good time.
Equipped For Mission Training that helps you to fulfill God’s
call on your life.
Speakers from near and far and all walks of life will share
their stories, lessons they’ve learnt and teach us how to run
after God’s promises.
Building of friendships It’s not everyday that we get to be in
community with people from other nations and those who
don’t speak your language. At Master Builders we are trusting
for new and old friendships to be built because if we are

Bloemfontein
Bloemfontein church plant has taken a while to marinade before
being presented to the public. Our name is “Joy in the City” and,
in response to a prophetic prompting from God, we felt it was
time to “go big” even though we are small in numbers. That’s why
a few minutes before our first public meeting, the 12 of us were
feeling slightly sick, wandering around a huge school hall that
could easily seat 450. It signalled the end of the beginning:
months of praying and dreaming, wallets emptied, leaflets
printed, families re-located, banners designed, PA purchased,
band rehearsed.. but would anyone actually walk through the
door?? It was quite a moment - there was literally nothing else we
could have done - it was ‘over to God’. What would you say to your
new city, if it was your turn? It is daunting, the privilege of being
given a brand new platform. We are confident that our city is
thirsty for the gospel of grace, and we have a wonderful set of
values: ‘Come as you are’, ‘Hope and Healing’, ‘Multicultural
family’ and ‘Radical generosity’. Surely people can’t help but fall in
love with this message? People started to arrive! The relief was
immense, and we tried not to overwhelm them in a rugby scrum
of welcome. It was wonderful to have our friends from Lesotho
there to help set the atmosphere and to make us look more
popular than we are! Joy broke out in worship and the band
sounded miraculously good, considering they couldn’t hear
themselves and had never played together! Some high school
pupils turned up in their uniforms from the boarding school and
followed the dance steps of our brothers and sisters from Lesotho
- it was a beautiful sight. People began to relax and we were off.
There were 52 people in total and it felt GREAT.
Pam Nichols

going to reach the ends of the earth, we are going to need
each other!
Topsy Mokoena Dihlabeng Church

Moving on in the purposes of God

Greetings from Harding KwaZulu Natal
We are Dave and Cynthia Turner, originally from the UK.
We have been serving at the church in Clarens since 2002, at
first coming with our young family, although they have now
returned to the UK. We have served in a variety of places
including at an Apostolic base church, a church plant and a farm
in Rural South Africa as well as a city location in Lesotho.
We are continuing to follow God's call as we move to another
group of churches on the coastal plains of the Eastern Cape
area of South Africa.
Deuteronomy 1v6-7 has inspired us as we have relocated once
again for maximum impact. Here are some points from these
two great verses:

‣ Please pray for people to get saved, and for workers to join us
and leaders to be raised up.
‣ Pray for finances to be released and for continued favour at the
school.
‣ Pray that Bloemfontein will be blessed and that Jesus will be
famous.
‣ We have a team coming to help in a few weeks, leading up to a
big launch Sunday on 5th March. We are asking God for a
supernatural outbreak: healings on the street, miracles, and
many people saved and filled with the Spirit. Amen.

The Lord our God said to us at Horeb, “You have stayed long enough at
this mountain....Break camp and advance into the hill country of the
Amorites; go to all the neighbouring peoples in the Arabah, in the
mountains, in the western foothills, in the Negev and along the coast,
to the land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the great river,
the Euphrates. See, I have given you this land":
From V6:
• Know the times you are in
• Remember what God said to you
• Keep close to God and your leaders and the apostolic vision
• Be open to what God is doing around you.
From V7:
• God invites us to be part of His mission. This can require us to
relocate and change our hearts, put things down and pick other
things up.
• God is on the move, be ready.
• Don't settle or overstay when God is calling you on.
• Obey, pray and ask God
• Be ready and willing to submit to serve the vision of someone else
• Develop, know and settle your own heart and vision and understand
what God is asking you to do

PHILIPPINES
Gavin Northcote reports:

Grace City Church,

For the past ten days, Tracy Batterton from River's Edge Church in
Spokane, USA, and I have been with Kim and Smile Jugo and Grace City
Church in the Philippines. As on previous trips to help bring foundational
teaching, equip and train leaders, and spur the church on to reaching
their nation and beyond, it is always encouraging to be with them. GCC is
a young community (average age is about 22), who are passionate about
worshipping God, building the church, and seeing the lost saved. Their
enthusiasm and emphasis on genuine relationships, is infectious. When
GCC was launched in 2014, they were a group of 20, and Sunday, 12 Feb,
there were 127 believers crammed into their small meeting venue. Kim's
comment to me at the end of the day was that not everyones could be
there that day! Five people responded to the gospel and many others
came forward for prayer. Over the past year, they have seen up to 40
people added to the church. Seeing leaders emerge to lead four Life
Groups, a new believers' group called 'Plugged In', as well as their
Change Makers sports outreach program, is very encouraging. Within the next month, the four Life Groups in the different parts of
the city and surrounding provinces will multiply into eight as
more and more leaders are putting their hands up, feeling God
prompting them to gather people in their homes and reach
their communities. Alpha Course training started while we were
here and is going to be used in the Life Groups over the coming
months. Please pray for this growing community of Grace City
Church as they seek to find a bigger venue, or plant a
community in Bulacan (from where many of the church travel)
about 14 kms from Lagro, or both.

Punjab & Beyond - By Paul and Shannon
Simpson
After an amazing God-encounter and relational connection at the Pitso in Clarens
last year, we felt God stirring us to visit Gurmeet and Sushma and the churches they
serve in Punjab, Northern India.
This area is known as the missionary graveyard of India, being predominately Sikhs,
and only 1% Christian. Mission research statistics estimate around 467 unreached
people groups in this province and over 600 in the neighbouring state of Uttar
Pradesh, where the churches have a real heart to church plant, as many of their members come from this province in search of work.
“India is not a destination, it's an experience!” If you have had the privilege of visiting India, you will have enjoyed the lavish hospitality;
vibrant textures and colours; melting pot of diverse cultures, and scariest driving in the world! We spent 6 days visiting and encouraging
the Regions Beyond churches in Jalandhar, Amritsar and Chandigarh. Gurmeet and Sushma left Mumbai over 13 years ago to plant Kirpa
da Parivaar (Family of Grace church) in Jalandhar (a multi-cultural church). 3 years ago, they left this flourishing church, to plant in
Chandigarh. They also serve a community of English-speaking believers in Amritsar, who have faithfully been meeting together for nearly
17 years, trusting God for an English speaking church plant. There is a real open heaven in Amritsar, where we encountered and shared
with many seekers of truth. We were asked to input on “church on a mission” and focus on serving to establish an apostolic base to reach
Northern India.

UK UPDATES
Jubilee Church Hull
We are thrilled that Hull is City of Culture 2017. It is a
City that has been often neglected and maligned so
we are excited to show off all we have to offer. The
many varied cultural events have brought us some
great publicity and inspired aspiration for those living
here. However, it is a city in great need of God. Hull is
one of the least evangelised parts of the UK, with the
smallest churchgoing population. We are privileged
therefore to have a growing church with over 23
nations in the congregation and a variety of ages.
Jubilee was planted ten years ago and is led by Steve Whittington and Dan Fryer (elders) and a diverse leadership team. We have
a large facility in Hull City Centre from which we primarily outwork our mission to support people who are most in need. We run a
“Life College” offering various free courses ranging from cooking to hairdressing and help with anxiety and depression. Each
morning when these are running, we provide a breakfast and opportunity to use our laundry and showers. We also have an
addiction support programme and support for ex offenders. Recently we have planted another church with strong leadership into
the East of the City who are developing their own vision and mission for the area. We are thrilled to now be a part of Regions
Beyond to help us learn and gain a wider perspective on mission and raising up new leaders. Our church is already feeling the
benefit of being part of a wider family and is looking forward to receiving and giving support where needed. Steve Whittington

Mark and Jaqui Thornett – Move to Apex Church, Isle of Wight.
On March 22nd 2016 we got one of ‘those’ phone calls... ‘Hi Mark, I
have a beautiful opportunity for you!’

Silence…Heart and brain begin

to race, where in the world is he going to say!?
Then, another story of God at work. The Holy Spirit speaking, divinely
repositioning people and churches for maximum impact. Stirring
people who thought they ‘were there for life’, moving those who were
ready and waiting. ‘It’s Apex Church on the Isle of Wight.’ Silence
(again) ‘Hello, are you still there?’ ‘Yes’I’m just processing’ (a thousand
thoughts a second) ‘Do you know my family history?’ ‘No I don’t think
so?’ ‘That’s where my Mum, Grandfather, Great Grandfather and 6
generations are from!’ ‘I always had a sense we might go overseas’
Said Jaqui, ‘but not the Isle of Wight!’ What a year it’s been, and how
God has put every piece perfectly together. Provision after provision,
even work for Jaqui within 4 weeks of moving. How faith filled our
daughters have responded. How releasing and generous Gateway Swindon have been. How welcoming,

Fusi Mokoena - City Hill, Dubai - What I’ve been reading:
A social blogpost that will help you know how to tackle one of the challenges that never seem to go away - The church’s
response and attitude towards Politics
Paul knew how to deal with this challenge, we too ought to learn. I find Kevin Deyoung’s points here quite helpful. You might
not agree with some or all, but at least try and read the post prayerfully. https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/kevindeyoung/
2017/01/31/7-ways-to-do-political-punditry-wrong-in-a-polarized-world/
Of course a post about mission has to feature, this will particularly be of great help to churches that are still exploring the idea
of mission in the nations http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2017/february/missions-sunday-passion-for-souls-ourcontinued-journey-in-.html
Here Alistair Roberts carefully draws a very sharp distinction between liberal anthropology and biblical anthropology. This
might not be everyone’s cup of tea, but it’s very thought provoking. https://alastairadversaria.com/2014/09/01/a-biblicalgender-essentialism/

Recuperating and Reading – Ray

Lowe

“You’re grounded!” The surgeon was emphatic, 3 weeks before surgery and
3 months afterwards, no driving for at least 6 weeks and no flying for 3
months. Bang goes 2½ weeks in Dubai and forget India in January! The knee
replacement surgery went well, I reacted badly to pain killers and the
anaesthetic so for nearly two weeks I slept for 18 hours a day, no appetite,
lost a stone in weight and felt the weakest I can ever remember, incapable of
doing hardly anything for myself. Sue was marvellous, “in sickness” she
vowed 52 years ago, I certainly cashed in on that one!
But now, 10 weeks later I can do most things except take off my right sock
and shower without assistance. I’ve always believed I was to live in the will of
God so I just got on with life and what had been planned either by me or for
me. If I’m not doing well, usually a good dose of repentance sorts me out.
But this was different, very weak in body, no appetite and Christmas was not
the same when I couldn’t even taste a good Bordeaux.
But grounded or not, I’m in God’s will so let’s make the most of it! Mainly
housebound, I gave myself to study, prayer, reading two great biographies
and most of the New Testament using Tom Wright’s translation (a favourite of
mine) but Reinhard Bonnke’s autobiography “Living a life of fire” has been a
wonderful companion. From his birth in Nazi Germany to evangelising
Africa, seeing millions finding faith and forgiveness in Jesus amidst mighty
miracles of healing has been an inspiration, stirring faith in me like never
before. The other biography by Professor Lyndal Roper on the life of Martin
Luther, the 16th century German reformer unpacks Luther like nobody I’ve
read before and gets into his psyche as well as his world which he also sets on fire. Many flaws are exposed but without
judgement or negating the great courageous stance he took in a corrupt medieval church. What hit me most was how Luther
turned against his friends who had backed him to the hilt until they began to question his understanding of Scripture. Sadly he
couldn’t hack it, spoke and wrote against them and some were hounded into exile and sadly even martyred. Such stubbornness,
arrogance and even gross misconduct from one of my heroes! “Martin Luther Renegade and Prophet” – a great title.
God spoke very clearly to me as part of the Regions Beyond family. I am not just here for other’s success, that is too small a
thing. We are here for one another, whether we succeed or struggle. Now that’s a challenge but that’s just like our God.
On 22nd February Sue and I leave for South Africa – 5 weeks in Clarens with the church and 2 conferences “If Only I’d Known”
with 20 young leaders and Master Builders with many friends from around the world. Some sun will also do my knee a power of
good. Still needing assistance, still fragile, not as robust and still not swinging a golf club but in my spirit refreshed and
reinvigorated and looking forward to a faith filled 2017.

UAE UPDATE

Fusi Mokoena
City Hill, Dubai

Who we are: As a church we are based in Dubai, one of the7 Emirates of the United Arab Emirates. The
UAE has a population of 9.8 million, with Dubai’s population ranging somewhere in the region of 2.7
million.Dubai is considered to be the hub of the Middle East, it receives around 14.2 million visitors
every single year and is a city where over 200 nationalities reside together. We have no doubt that
Dubai is a highly strategic city for the advance of the gospel and therefore believe that City Hill has
been called to impact this city and the nations beyond with the gospel. Our vision statement says it very
well; we are a ‘Christ centred, gospel advancing and city impacting church’. Let me briefly explain what
we are building: Firstly, we believe God wants to establish City Hill as a ‘a city on a hill’ - Matthew 5,
which is where our name comes from. We want to build a church that cannot be ignored, a church that
exists for the glory of Christ in this nation, preaching the gospel without compromise. We aim to be a
church that is able to preach and affirm the authority of Christ over our lives and over our culture. A
study conducted by the 9 Marks networks reports the following: “Most UAE churches are merely ethnic
enclaves built to import whatever is the majority’s home culture. In the blur of cultures and the pressures of a fast-paced city life, churches often
devolved into the ‘church of the lowest common denominator’. They tend to have a hard time distinguishing what’s biblical from what’s cultural,
what’s primary from what’s optional. Worse, other churches are more cult than church, full of classic heresies or permeated by the prosperity
gospel.” - Mack Stiles We believe any church that preaches the true gospel of the kingdom should be able to undermine this trend. Secondly, we
aim to be a church that advances the gospel. We are very excited about church planting, not because it’s the thing everyone talks about, but
because it’s a biblical formula for gospel advance. We want to see churches planted in the UAE and the nations of the world. Thirdly, we are
building a church that impacts the city. God has placed City Hill in Dubai to speak into the brokenness of the city and to build an alternative
community that will model true biblical community in our deteriorating 21st century culture.

Steve: What are you reading?
I count it a privilege to live in nations other than my own and I always love to engage in the history and culture of
where we live. Living in the United Kingdom gives us many possibilities! Besides dipping into, London, An
Autobiography, I am also just coming to the end of Conn Iggulden’s trilogy, War of the Roses, which I have
thoroughly enjoyed. What amazing history!
To stretch my theological grey matter, I’m working through Leon Morris, The Cross of the New Testament.
Excellent, but demands my fullest attention!

THE NORTHERN HUB
Alan Bell, Emmanuel Church Durham writes: “The elders of the
churches in the Northern Hub meet monthly, visiting each of the
churches in the Hub. The Durham elders were really blessed to visit
Jubilee Church Hull for the first time, and see the large city centre
facility belonging to Jubilee Church. The formation of the Northern
Hub has been the means of strengthening old relationships and
forming new ones. It was wonderful to have Dan and Rachel Fryer

££$$RR - Global offering update
Many of you will have seen our excellent 3 videos
intended to spur us on to dig deep and give towards
our global work together. A few churches were able to
do this towards the end of 2016 and some have done
so at the start of 2017, however we are a long way off
our faith target (£164,000 – or $200,000) and if we are
to achieve all that we want to during this year we do
need every church to contribute.

from Hull speaking at our student and 20’s weekend, which was
attended by 45 of our young people. It was a powerful time for all.
God is blessing the church with continued growth as 200 adults and
90 children gather for worship each Sunday We continue to reach
out to the nations. Ian, Keith and Ali have recently returned from
India, and a small team will be visiting Bosnia in April.”

It’s great to report that some of what might be seen as
the“poorer” nations (like the ancient Macedonian
church) have given way beyond their means and are
such an example to us. God will provide and He uses
faith fuelled people on a mission to do so – so if you
haven’t yet contributed with a special offering day in
your church – ask your leaders to organise one!

AliScott, Emmanuel Church Chester-le-Street writes: “God has really
been blessing us in Chester-le-Street, since we launched the second

Gareth Wales

Emmanuel congregation (in addition to Durham) there last
September. We have seen 10 new people
come into church membership, two people
become Christians and three people
baptised. Please pray that God would give us
significant ways to serve in the community as
we seek to be a church that 'washes the feet'
of the town.” EmmanuelChurch Chester-leStreet, Sunday 12th February 2017.
Dave Ward, King’s Church, Selby writes:“Our

INDIA - Virar Plant - One Nation Church
"Over the last couple of years we have seen a few people coming from Virar, a suburb
situated in the North of Mumbai, to One Nation. Even though it takes them more than an
hour to reach they would still try and come every Sunday and their prayer was that one
day we would plant a Church in Virar.
As prices of housing continues to soar in Mumbai we began to see many more from the
Church, especially those living in the slums move to Virar in search of better and cheaper
living. God began to speak to me and some of the other leaders about planting out into
Virar and as a team, the Elders felt faith rise in their hearts to start a meeting on Sunday

‘Christmas experience’ was very well received

evenings. So, on the 5th of Feb'17, we had our first evening meeting in Virar. There were

with 300 infant/juniors and staff attending. We

55 of us and after a short time of fellowship and worship I shared a foundational word on

are now considering extending to a second
week as demand grows from schools. We
have successfully started ALPHA with several

giving ourselves to building the church. There was a great sense of faith and
excitement. We have decided to meet once a month for the next few months till we see
someone raised up to lead the work and then we will plant the church. Many young
couples are moving to Virar and this is a great opportunity to see these young men and

guests of which 50% are under 19. March

women be raised up to lead and use their gifts. This will be a great opportunity for

sees the start of outreach into a town 10 miles

people to start preaching and take leadership. Excited to see what God will do. We have

away with a view to starting a
congregation.”

also seen the hand of God for Virar in that a member from our church has a small piece
of land in the area and he would like to give that to us for Kingdom work. At the
'Leadership Forum' Janet Brann-Hollis had a word for us that God will give us a piece of
land and it will be used for training men & women for India. This confirmed that it's time
for us to start the church in Virar. Virar is situated 35kms from where we meet as One
Nation Church. It has a population of 1.25 million. Do pray for this planting that God will
quickly establish a team that will serve the community there and we will see many new
people joining in."

Franco Lonappan

Steve asks Wesley & Danelda:
1. From small beginnings, you have become a fruitful family! Tell
us a bit of your journey: (Where did you meet, how long have you
been married, children etc.)
We met 30 years ago, at a “Youth for Christ” (YFC) camp. I was an
English-speaking city boy, and she was from an Afrikaans
University town 50km away. Luckily, she studied at University of
Cape Town, so we saw each other often. We recently celebrated
our 25th wedding anniversary. We have 3 adult children, Anya,
Nick & Seth and we are preparing for the empty nest. And we’ve
recently started doing Salsa dancing!
2. I understand you lived in the UK for a season?
After 10 years on staff with YFC, I sensed God wanted me to
prepare for the next season. So, we moved to England so that I
could attend the London School of Theology (old London Bible College). We spent 5 years in Watford, where I was a full time student and the
part-time Children & Family Minister at St Mary’s Church. We enjoyed adding a multicultural flavour to the church and saw the church’s
demographic change in that time.
3.You’ve lived in a country, SA, which has come through significant change over the past 20 years. What challenges remain from your point of
view?
The “Rainbow Nation,” a phrase that Archbishop Tutu coined, does not actually exist. Real reconciliation has not taken place because true &
honest dialogue has been avoided. Poverty & unemployment is still a huge challenge as the divide between the rich & poor is increasing.
Leadership at Government level has lost its credibility. But every challenge must be seen as an opportunity. As the church, we can exemplify what
it means to embrace one another and celebrate our diversity, but also play a practical role in healing our nation.
4.Worship is a big part of your life - tell us a bit about that:
I was raised in the Salvation Army, so I was singing from a young age. In my teen years, I was at an evangelical church that loved singing
choruses. I started to play the guitar and would find myself sitting in my room playing and stringing several choruses together and sensed a
connection to God that was special. That then evolved into leading worship at youth group and then in the main meetings at church. I love
leading people to a place of intimacy with God. As corporate worship is the place of introduction to sung worship, we however, need to disciple
people to worship on their own.
5.After serving in the eldership team at Urban Voice in Somerset West, you felt to plant a church - Tell us about the church, your town and how
has that gone?
Gordon’s Bay has a diverse growing population with many new residential units that are occupied by families, young professionals, retirees and
new people groups, with very few charismatic, evangelical churches. Urban Voice Somerset West had 2 LIFE groups in Gordon’s Bay. We planted
with these members and started a Café style meeting at a hotel. The main aim was to reach “unchurched” or “de-churched” people. That grew
within 6 months to 60 people. We launched morning meetings in 2014 and now have 120 gathering with us. Last year we became selfgoverning and appointed 5 elders and 12 Deacons. It has been exciting to see new folk coming back with friends, and our mature Christians
discipling younger Christians.
6.We hope many will follow in your footsteps; what lessons have you learnt that you would pass on?
Build on a foundation of Prayer. The base church must fully endorse & support the planting strategy. Invest in your planting team and ensure they
understand why we are planting. Take time to identify what causes people to return and attach. We have an interactive style that engages
people. We saw that it worked in the Café, so we adapted it for our Sunday meetings. Heed the Holy Spirit above church planting manuals. Teach
the Bible and make it relevant to people’s everyday lives. Focus and put energy into disciple making.
7.We’re now a world-wide family: how best can we pray for you?
‣ Pray for our marriage to be strong and for our 3 children as they contemplate their future
‣ Pray for wisdom, strength & guidance for the eldership team
‣ Pray for a bigger venue as we are almost at the seating capacity
‣ Pray for someone to come and lead the youth ministry (we are willing to host an international volunteer)
‣ Pray for more musicians – Keyboard or guitarist.
‣ Pray for faithful financial giving. We are almost at our Monthly target of R60000
‣ Pray that the City Council would be open to agreeing to a 99-year lease of a vacant Funpark that we want to transform into a Community

What's Cooking? .... try a dish from the
nations!
Desiree Pereira Malad, India

Green Pork Curry.
Ingredients 1kg Pork, cut in cubes
Ingredients to grind
I big bunch of fresh coriander leaves - 1 1/2 inch ginger - 8-10
flakes of garlic - 6 light green chillies, as this variety here is
not as pungent as the dark green ones - 1/2 inch cinnamon
stick - 3-4 cloves - 1/4 tsp of each pepper, cumin and turmeric
powder - 1/4 tsp of rye - 8 sprigs of mint leaves - 1 sour lime
salt to taste
Method
Grind the above ingredients to a wet paste - use alittle water. Add it to the pork meat cubes which are washed.
Marinade for half an hour at least. Cook it on a slow fire or med heat till the meat is tender.
Can be served with pao, (bread), or rice. Bread tastes better and can be accompanied with a cabbage vegetable
stir fried with cumin seeds and curry leaves. When done add the juice of the sour lime.

Africa Calling: Zambia By Gary Welsh
The wider Newfrontiers family of churches have been working in
many African nations for over 25 years.
Initially lead by Simon Pettit, that work included nations in East,
West & Central Africa. It included both strengthening existing
churches and planting new ones.
In 2009 we planted Jubilee Community Church in Livingstone;
home of Mosi-so-Tunya (the smoke that thunders) more
commonly known as Victoria Falls. The church has been through
many challenging times and is a testimony both to the grace of
God and the tenacity of some very dedicated leaders. It is also a
reminder that as we seek to extend the kingdom of God we
engage in a very real battle with a very real enemy.
In the last year we have also been building a relationship with
two other churches in Zambia's capital, Lusaka. There is much
enthusiasm and excitement about their future partnership with
Regions Beyond Churches around the world. Over the Easter
weekend the two churches in Lusaka will be travelling to
Livingstone to stand with Jubilee as they officially open their new
building and take the gospel to the surrounding neighbourhood.
They will be joined with some from South Africa, India and
(possibly) Dubai.
This a strategic moment for Jubilee as they finally have the
opportunity to invite people to celebrate the finished building
and, more importantly, to hear the gospel proclaimed.
Please join us in prayer for this very important and significant
time. Currently the church is 40 strong and our prayer is that by
the end of 2017 it will be up to 80. This is significant growth and
will be achieved by hard work and prayer. Pray that homes will be
opened and that new relationships will be built and for many
opportunities to share the Good news about Jesus Christ.

Do you like the idea of this
eNews?
Then please let us know as we intend to
produce these as frequently as we can - but we
need feedback and news too......

Thrilled &
Motivated by

Grace

Recently a new and needy visitor to
Urban Voice asked one of my
friends "Why are you so good to me, you hardly know me?" Her reply
encapsulated grace "I'm gladly doing for you what God has gladly done for
me." The truth for all Christians is that we have met Jesus and tasted grace.
To quote Brennan Manning, God loves us and goes on loving us as we are,
not as we should be.
Deuteronomy tells us that God loves us because he loves us, not because
he found anything lovely in us or because we did anything worthy of his love
but just because he loves us. He sends Jesus because he loves us. He
saves us because he loves us. He sticks with us because he loves us. He
will take us home because he loves us.
We read Hosea and can hardly believe the truth expounded there that God
presents himself as a husband whose wife cheats on him and yet he
continues to call her back. G. K. Chesterton coined the phrase "...God's
furious love..." to try to describe the grace that breaks into our lives through
Jesus.
God's grace is so amazing that even though the worst sin we may commit is
in the future it will not separate me from God's love. We were loved before
we repented, we were loved before we responded to his love, we will
continue to be loved even as we sin, we will continue to be loved with weak
prayer lives, we will continue to be loved as we neglect our Bibles...we will
continue to be loved because, as Paul reminds us in his letter to the church
in Rome, nothing can separate us from the love of God in Jesus.
We should be thrilled, our heads should explode because "In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon
us..." (Ephesians 1:7-9) Make a note of that phrase "...the riches of his
grace, which he lavished upon us..." and rejoice with shouts of unbridled joy
(and maybe even do a bit of a dance!)
Many things can motivate us but the best, most effective and long lasting is
a deep understanding of the nature of God's love. Paul's habit of doctrine
before application in his letters is, surely, not simply a desire to give us
information that will lead us to grateful action. It is an invitation to think
deeply upon what God has done in and through Christ that we might be
propelled by the rocket fuel of mutual passion.
In the Hymn "Here is Love..." William Rees ends the second verse with the
line "Kissed a guilty world in love." That is our calling; to get intimate with a
world that is guilty but also wicked, harsh, lost, violent, and desperate. Our
effectiveness to do this until Jesus returns will be in direct proportion to our
commitment to plant churches that live and breathe on the wonder of grace.
Great sermons on reaching the nations will stir and provoke us but just like
the fastest car needs fuel our plans and action need men and women
feasting on grace. The alternatives may provide short term energy but
nothing will keep us going with joy and freshness except a profound and
assured understanding of God's lavish, rich, deep, unswerving, allconquering grace.
Gary Welsh

Final Word

from Steve Oliver – February 2017

Heather & I have now been in the United Kingdom for almost nine months now and it feels more and
more like home. As it is our first winter in London, we were taken a bit by surprise when the days got
shorter and shorter, dark by just after 4pm in the afternoon! But, surrounded by such kind friends and
wonderful facilities, we have enjoyed all the experiences of this amazing country.
One of the highlights for us, has been being added to the Beulah Church family in Thornton Heath.
John & Liz Clevely have made us feel so welcome, which has been the flavour of the entire leadership
team and church community. It didn’t take us long to fully settle and enjoy all the benefits of being
owned by such lovely people. But also, we have had the privilege of seeing God do such a fresh
work among us and at times we have felt ourselves being caught up in a wonderful God-story, what a
privilege! It has also been a season where God has been positioning the UK-based churches for what
I believe is going to be a very fruitful year. I have been humbled by the very positive response of the
leaders and their desire to embrace all God wants to do in this nation. Something is really stirring here
and I am thrilled to be a small part of it.
After enjoying Christmas at our farm in Clarens with some of our family, Heather & I returned to a very
busy start to the year. We were no sooner back in our Bromley home when it was time to head to
India to join 40+ other key leaders from across our Regions Beyond church family for our second,
Regions Beyond Leadership Forum. I had called this group together as a response to God’s
instruction to me to build a diverse, empowered leadership team who could shape the ‘family values’.
And, as we arrived in Kerala, India, it was exciting to meet up with brothers & sisters from all four
corners of the globe! The days were filled with God-centered prayer & worship, significant lifeshaping teaching, robust discussion and many, many times of pure fun and laughter. I would go as far
as to say, God loved us being together.
We came away with a lot more clarity as to what makes us distinct and how God wants to shape us for
the future. Shortly, after a little more work, we will publish our thoughts that will hopefully fuel passion
and determination to reach the far ends of the earth.
So, the year is well under way – the Glorious Church Conference that followed the forum was quite
simply outstanding and, a full 2017 diary awaits our commitment.Gratefully, it is all underpinned by
such weighty promises that one can only stand back in amazement and with much excitement! For
Heather & I, it’s a time of enjoying our togetherness in a new season where our immediate family will
be located on four different continents in the weeks ahead. Our eldest Cameron, his wife Lerene and
our first little champion granddaughter, Leah, head off to Missoula, Montana, to join the church there;
Richard & Belinda are prospering in Pretoria, SA and Adam & his beautiful new bride, Misha, are
setting their course for life together in the UAE.
God is faithful. He is true to His word. Following Him is fun……see you in the nations! Steve.

