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1. Name of Property
historic name National Union Building
other names/site number NA

2. Location

street & number 918 F Street, N.W, [ not for publication na
city, town Washington, D.C. [ vicinity NA
state  District of code  pC county NA code 001 zip code 20004-1406
Columbia
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[x] private [x] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[] public-local [ district 1 Q buildings
[:I public-State D site 0 0 sites
[ ] public-Federal [ 1structure Q 0 structures
l:] object 0 0 objects
0 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
NA listed in the National Register Q

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination E] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the ﬁrop rty eets [:]doe§ not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuatiory sheet.
Aol PO 7| gy PS5y £)3/F0
Signature of certifying offitial Stdte Historic Preservation Officer Datd/ !

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [:] meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ I see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification ~
I, hefeby, certify that this property is:
Iz(efmered in the National Register. M
[ see continuation sheet. ] g) dM/VJ 7/-’-/ / Y0
Ddetermined eligible for the National 7
Register. [_]see continuation sheet.

[:ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

[_lremoved from the National Register.
|:] other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
COMMERCE/Business
COMMERCE/Professional

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
_COMMERCE/Business
_COMMERCE/Professional - =

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORTAN/Richardsoni

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation __Concrete

walls Brownstone
Brick

roof Slate

other Terra Cotta

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS

k] See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationally [x] statewide [ Jiocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ |A [k 1B [x]C []D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 18 [Jc []o [Je [JF [JG ya

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Architecture 1890-1905 1890

Community Planning and Development

Cultural Affiliation

NA
Significant Person Architect/Builder
Brown, Glenn Brown, Glenn

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS

E] See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS

@ See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS): NA

Dprelim’ivnary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:. xA
has been requested ik 1 state historic preservation office
[:I previously listed in the National Register [_]Other State agency
[EI previously determined eligible by the National Register D Federal agency
[:ldesignated a National Historic Landmark [ JLocal government
l:]recorded by Historic American Buildings [ university
Survey # [ ]other
[:]recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property _Less than one.

UTM References

Al1i8] |312,4[4,1,0] [4,3]0,7|0,8,0] = ET I T A IR N I SO B
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
clo Ll e v b by gy o1 I N (S T IR ) VI B

[_]see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
Lots 30 and 31, Square 377, Washington, D.C. Plat Maps.

I_____ISee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire city lots historically associated with
the property.

[_]see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle William Bushong
organization __NA date _9/30/88
street & numbe6_Browns Court, S.E. telephone _546-2453 ayes Code 202

city or town Washington, state _D-C. zip code 20003
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SAURNAry

The National Union Enilding at 918 F Street, 1

steel fratne, brownstone, and brick office building measurin

129 et long. Built in the Romansesque Revival sty i. 1’11 Irtfv:fl...{, th»; s.t.r u.n.,t.me:
5 an imposing rockfaced brownstons commercial buil ding fﬂppm‘i Ly oa
molded shed-type slate roof. The alley facade iz notable for its fin v—-rujv'
origls, which were added to pr s’x*"dw arnple lght in the original office spaces.

The exterior of the buflding is relatively unaltered with the exception of the
installation of a Z0th century projecting storefront of the ground level The
inferior floor plan and finishes of the tailding are alse largely intact and,
remarkably, the original manually operated 14490 t.aps_en«r.: ged A B Lee
elevator continues to service the building. )

Construction materials

216 F Street, NW. was buill according to the btest fireproof
onstruction practices of fhv period. The building's structural frame iz stesl
a.nz:i iron clad with terra cotta, All floors partitions, and stairs are also either
iron, terra cotta, or brick. The stairway and elevator are located at the center

af the bilding, enca »ai I'rr'am -"'&Hat *u tlu: tioof ?ﬂr PA-inch brick walls The

principal exterior facad of wartn colored brownstons and the
remaining walls are réd hnc‘k "‘hc—v roof's 5 rmfm-ﬂ system wasz also
fireproct. Projecting I-bars were anchored into the frame at an obtuse angls

= -

Lo support mefal rafters and the west party wall was boilt up to create a
long triangular roof supersttucture of brick and stesl Iron laths were

'ﬁfwd on the raffers to “ﬂrr*r the slate shingles, which were attached to the
rool structure by wires. A pyramidal roof sec txnn was added to the F Street
side of the 1"”11‘11111“ and the side alley oriels were capped by hipped
dorrnsrs, thus uua’rmu a molded silhouette it m~ rio mw
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The F Street facade of the HMational Unien Building is coursed
prownstone accented by infricate foliated carvings and pc"dw'h;'fzm-1tif'- stone
tands,  Its architect, Glenn Brow, ”I:Urjil“ Atvide 1 the primary facade’s
design inte three distinct zones. The first of these divi ziens, incorporating the
first and second flootrs, i5 & t»;u;-%_ mvel pilastered arcade with foliated « vdi,titﬂ;
and voisaolrs with decorafive carved archivolts & deep recessed double door

etitry and large plate glass hnf W oW oo nv~ 1 the ground level arched
spenings. Polychromatic stone panels [aid in a floral petal pattern divide the
first and zecond ficors Eecessed within the round atr..ha:.*.:x of the arcade on

the second level are two large semi-cirounlar windows
The second design zone on the main [acads iz defined by two sels of

compound columnns with foliated capitals that support a zmooth brownstone
Irieze et within decorative bands of floral carvings On the smooth surface
the capital letters of the building's name, NATIONAL UNION BUILDING, ars
raised in brownstons, The fenestration for the third and fourth floors bow
oubward and are delineated by polished columns with foliated capitals
resting on a rock faced coursed brownstone spandrel

The upper de Eign zone of the building, like the {irst two floors
dominated by the rugged appearance of the rock Taced coursed Lrownstons,
Tie [ifth floor fenes tz m- o iz rectangular, dwep—r&f zsedd, and ribbon-like in
elfect. The round arched windows on Thr-= si#th oot are Ilanked Ly columns
with foliated capitals and rock faced woissoirs. nt"-}‘,?% the windows 15 a rock
faced coursed spandrel surmounted by an arcaded attic story finished with
slaborate naturalistic carvings. All of the fensstration of the primary facade
have single glass plate panes withoul mesting rails,

walls of the building are ﬁat commot bonid  brick
:Hptlf‘sn uI ThF* hisir i11 ey facade. Brown utlilized this
Opetl Space ..slmunrf five Dprojecting oriels on
fhc »ﬂ*‘f “d*‘a of the narrow ‘m;ﬂdmn e Drojections provide increased
light atid venfilation to the office spaces *-mhm the building. The windows of
this undulating facade have rock faced brownstons sills and linfsls with
simpls one-over-one sash.
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The rear a.llmr a0z <iv L-v E:i}i
prndowrs--thres to ¢
reclangular deep se !: ;@nmn-* ﬂm are ded

[ tion has rough cut hi Kt

k lintels
tone lintels and '-11’_, All of
‘1. In W11 3‘?;112»:@ the gradual slops of

facads

The first {loor fenestys
the windows h:?w nnw-- T M g
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DpENIES ‘i*"illl*"*rif” Th~ staire
+ had a lavatory built infto the rear of : >
t»amml Tl’e staircaze. The rear wing ui ’ue f it :-t floor had four stnall offices
flanking the corridor o the wes = ity of the
I _u‘i-'iino Each of the uppet {leors
haped office wings flanking the central stairca
[ the long side passage. T laroe office off

Adth of the building, wers on the front and
=5:m:2*..1 et office spaces completed the mirror-like Lﬂ-*

1%*-.?@13 ‘-”.-'--*x:'v through s

with connecting deorways. This design schems allowed T1»~ of W be

nsed as a suite or «gmnta stnaller units.

i‘f!‘izi;h ings have besh i‘e‘efx‘u::r’-!és:i,, ms:a: !:i?I'l"
and ceilings 15 extant. This plastsr



NPS Form 10-000-a OMB Approvel No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Contlnuation Sheet National Union Building

Washington, D.C.
Sectionnumber __7 _ Page _4

office space was custom designed by Brown, The enriched ol
plasterwork is reminiscent of Chicago architect Louis Sullivan
organic decorafive motifs, but undoubtedly Brown's influsnce
Hobson Richardson 1

The remainder of the intericr desion of the National Union Building
was sitnple in comparison to the expre

ive Richardsonian decor of the fire
insurance cotnpany. The mm dor floors wers [inished in white tle with 3
green and ochre border. The woodwork throughout the building employed
simple tulls eve molding for its door and *"mxh wosurrounds and raised
panel doots, Th~ walls have plain finizhes and J4d not use the ntricate
raised plasterwork of the first floor. The most decorative interior slement,
mfh the exception of the principal office suile, was the delicate wrought iron
age designed fo house the manvally cperated A B See slevalor, )

intecrity Acsecorent

Extetriot

;.'1
=

The only appreciable alteraticn to the exferior of the building was

addition of Cobb's Shosstore storefront and the recent alutninutn .:uui ;:-fla's:‘
infill of the recessed entrance on the street leve] facade. The brick and slass
storefront addition projects approxtmately three feet out onto the sidewalk

ind 1z i-.x}'ﬁ}'»-'d b'u’ storefront 1”11-51!;‘& Fortun: 1tx:"" he i:h"ln al D ars have not
bwn darnaged 4nd ’fm:; treatment would be reversible. The receszed eniry
has been infilled with a modern bronze ancdized aluminum and olass, t::;uft.
the new door 1~ ot ser 1f...-u.f5=1;.- diminish the all integrity of the F Iirest
facade. There are nn other major discernible alterations to the sxericr with
the exception of the steel structural bracing of the basement delivery bay at
the reat of the building.
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Interior

The overall interior integrity of the National Union EBuilding iz
#ieptional. The original flocr flan and decorative finishes are infact 1.417 ely
t"-*"hi.o'—' the m:—yrwz cofistruction stoploved standard 18-inch thick walls
threughout the building. The difficulty of removing these walls has

£

preserved the original ufﬁ-:e atrrangement o

1y of the floors. Although

131

gmm s have been nsed on several floors to oreats fw ‘1'-”11 um. & suites,
this infill could sasily hu -ém- wed and mw Srigdt siored. 1o
addition, oniginal deor and windew surrounds ars mtwf *hx onghout the

building.  Even the original steam heating radiators and fireplace mantels
refmain in many of the office rooms in the taidlding.  The highlisht of the
intetior is the operative wrought iron caged ﬂ-iwﬁt.‘:::rr and iron staircaze
which appear as they did almost onie hune hm- ago Together with the
floor plan and interior finishes, the overall dw_,i"L mt»g&'rity of the Natisnal
Unicn Building iz outstanding and vividly recalls the commercial lfe of
downtonsn Washington in the 1m~ ninetesnth ceatury.
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SIMTUALY

The HNational Union Building iz a coniributing property in the
Downtown Historic District (MR DOE/Cwrner Otdection, O “tober 14, 149864 and
15 111»'11'*1ii11;:111 #ligible nnder Critetia B oand © of the National Register of
is.ric FPlaces criteria for evaluation for its strong assocations with the
caresr of nwoted Washington architect Glenn Brown and for its local
arcifectural significance az an ontstanding ezample of the commetcial
Romanesqus Revival style. The building housed Brown's architectural office
from 15490 fﬁ 1905, a peried in which the architect's influence on the
planning of Washington's civic core was formidable. 1t is the only exmtant
Lroper fv i W "hmﬁh of1 that directly represenits his caresr achisvements as
a ary ...the..-v, civic activi st, professional orgamizer, and historian. The building
12 also highly represenfative of the height of the Romanssque Revis vai
movement in Washington and represents one of the city's m»:.';& significant
sHamples of commercial "Richardsonian Romanesque” design

Glents Brown {1854- 193232

Glennt Brown was ofie of the most famons and respected Washington
architects of his generation. Eighty vears ago his faMme Was Synonymous with

the architectural profession in the United States. Architects, editors of
archifectural journals and popular tmagazines, civic 1&-;<i&rs, and politicians

sought his counssl and respectsd his opitdont as the voice of the American
Institute of Architects (4140 Today, scholars recoonize Brown's influsnce as

I;In secretary frofm 1899 to 1913 and refer to his writings as authoritative
scurces on a diverse range of topics, including the planning of Washington, the
histery of government architecture, and the developmment of the architectural
Profession. Brown's aulobdography, Memoties: & Winning Crusade to Revive
eorge Washinoton's Vision of a Capital City (1931}, s an important source for
itz obsert rations of sontetnporary architects and political figures and for its
accounts of historical —-V:—hfa that shaped the monumental core of Washington.
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Born in Virginda in 1854 and raised on a North Carclina planfation,
Brown took great pride in his southern heritage His grandfather, Bedford
Brown, had a long and distinguished caresr in politics and served as UL
setrator frotn Notrth Caroling from 1828 to 1841 Glenn Brown received a
traditional classical education at Washington and Lee University and oblained
his formal architectural training at the Massachusetts Institute of Tec chnology.
After completing his studies at MIT, Brown was e.emplugmi hv Norcross
Brothers, masterbuilders of Henry Hobson Richardson's designs.  Browmn's
position with Noteross was pa},-*ﬂmstex and draftsman for the i.,hs.er.e';' Building
in Hartford, Connecticut. Soofi after complstion of the building in 1477, he
refurned home to Alewandria to work as a draftsman and construction
supervisor for the Baltimore and Umﬂ Railroad. In 18350, the young architect
opened an architectural office in Washington and s nba—-:inr-nflv began a
diverse fifty-year career in the capital as an architect, author, civic : activist,
and professional organizer,

2]

Brown practiced as an archifect in Washington from (830 to 1921
While the architect's records and drawings have been destroyed, citations
from contemporary periodicals that have been verified by building permits
docunent over seventy-five comrnissions for his fitm in Washington alone.
structures in Virginia and North Carolina have alse besn identified. The
majority of the taildings discovered date from the 1580z and 18005 After
1900 only a handful of commissions have been dizcovered. In addition, very

little is knhown about the firm of Glenn and Bediord Brown IV which pr dn.,tif'"d
between 1207 and 1921 Of the seventy-five comimizsions in the District only

[ourteenn buildings are known to be extant and refain sufficient 1nf~>--r1fv to
represent Glenn Brown's architectural career in the city (see Appendix A1

Throughout his career Slenn Brown exhibdted an ability to design
buildings it the prevailing architectural fashions of the day. He soon
established himself as a leading proponent of modern dotnestic architecturs in
the sarly 1380¢, offering his clients workmanlike Richardsonian designs and
advanced plumbing systetns. The best kfiown extant '«x"arks of Brown's early
carest are the Simpson House (1886) fronting Log A | Circle, and the National
Union Insurance Building (1890} located at 918 F Street, NW.
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Brown's historical study of Ametican architecture, published hetwesn
Laa7 and 1897 in numerous articles in the American architect and Building
Hews influenced his personal choice of restrained Georgian and Federal
clazsicismm in the domestic architecture of his clients. For example, in [A43
designed as “old Hew England style” residence f-“"z F. & _%m{-'c- (now
demolished), By the end of the decads all of his work svolved o an austers
classicism well zwrzwwnh—u'i Ly such kil 111 F5oas a 1394 IIW—xm,pqm house
for Mrs Joseph Beale, 2012 IIaqaa husetts Avenus N ,'*,". Brown's conversion
fo classicistn bBecatne increasingly evident in his work after bis wisit to the
World's Columbdan Exposition in Chicazo in 1894, which made a profound
imprﬂwiﬁn on his thinking concerning civic ari in Washington Howewer,
Richardson's legacy remained a potent influstice
his extant commercial and public boildings, such as the W Fashington .uw i)
{1900} at |5th and Resedals, NE and a warshouse toilding {1004) at 715-714
D Hreet, II W, Moteover, Brown's rustic designs for park structures and
buildings at the National Zoological Park (all demolished) powsrfully e h~ ]
the rural imagery of Richardson's ristic architecture, particularly his
collaborative work with Frederick Law Olmsted

az can bhe seen in upﬁpfql,q

By the early twentieth century Brown designed alimost szclusively in 2
classical idiom, Again direct experisnce with the work of an Atnerican master
architect helpsd -:hdpi:-‘ his design appreach.  In 1001-1902 Brown aided
Charles F. McKim a2z superintendent for the McKim, Mead and White
renovation of the White House. This opportunity to observe the New Tork
architect af work and to act ag his historical consultant and advizssr on the
project engendered respect and admiration of McEim's design skill and artistic
taste. For example, a p:ur of houses designed for James D MoGuirs in {901
190% on 16th Street, NW. and a 1905 dwelling for David Moors on California
Avetae, NW. had an under *hfwd reorgian character highly retiniscent of the
MeEita, Mead and White cornmissions in the Back Bay arsa of Boston,

[
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In 1907 Bedford Brown IV joined his father in hiz practice Their fin
known collaborative sffart was @ handsome classt tcal palatial house fof Mrs
Ioseph Beale on Sheridan Circle tnm“ today serves as me Egy ;‘mn embassy
Another important commission that I’»—*ptehent’ the best work of the firm »..AI
bBrownn and Brown was the Dumbarton Bridgs on O Sireet fi.ll}:‘tl‘l'—“‘ai%
Popularly known as Buffale Bridoe because of itz four impressive buffalos,
scnlpted by AL Phitnister Proctor, this commission received widespread loc
praise and national recognition for its design excellence. Inm 1921 Browr
aizsolved the partnership with his son to hecome an architectural advizser o
the 1.5 Marine Corps and spent the rﬁm'ﬁinr'i»ﬁt T his active carest developing
plans for the (uantico Marine Base in Virzinia These schemes wers nof
implemented because of the lack of construction funds.

lenn Brovwn achiewed national fame as an author with the publication
of hiz two volume study, History of the United Itates Capitol in 1900 and
1903 The two-volume study established the Washington architect as a
national expett oft the history of government archifecture and the plannsed
origing of the capital, Brown's assessment of LEnfant’s intent for the capital in
the first volume of thiz book impressed the Zenate Fark Commission and
contributed to the revival of the French engineer's 1741 city desion in the

cotifmission’s 1901-1902 comprehensive plan for the ¢ qm‘ﬂl Fo reception
Lo the books was equally complimentary and led to Brown's induction as an
hotoraty metmber of the British, Fra.enx,h_ Italian .mri Belgian archifsctural
societies. In 1915 he produced a historic structurss report for the AIA, The
etagon, which became a classic work of its genre. In addition to these major

works, Brown wrote over a hondred articles fog {IHI'-*-:IUIUI journals snd
popular magazines. The topics of these arficles ranged from sanitary
engineering, city planning and architectural history tra professional ethics, fees,
and standards for practice. Brown alse edifed and compiled the Proceedings of
fhe ALA for 1% years, and produced a number of outstanding t»:::»g. =

wographs rom convention papers. The most important of these works v

Papers Relating to the Improvement of the City of Washinoton publis hvd]
100, 3 oo dlation of planning papetrs for the x;'#nTIEl cotfe of Washington that
conifalned as [ohn Feps has v?.:-'rt"w ,The "seads 1 as later 1o take ool {0

the minds of tin: official Zenate Park Cotimission”?
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Ag a civic activist Brown epitomized the crusader's zeal and energy that
President Theodors Roosevelt infused into the cultural life of Washington at
the turn of the century. Brown orchestrated the important AlA campaizns
between 1900 and 1913 that advanced the City Beautiful tmovement in the
capital. During his fifteen years as ALA secrefary, Brown became a trusted
fine arts connselor io Presidents Theodore Roocsswelt and William H. Taft
During this pericd he also engineered AlA sponsorship of the Senate Fark
Comrnission in 1901 and dirscted the lobbving campaign that led to the
snactment of legislation establishing the U % Comntnission of Fine Arts in 1910,

Glenn Brown's role in the &lA campaizns that secured sites for the
Agriculture Building in 1904, the Grant Memorial in 1407, and the Lincoln
M‘-m- rial in 1913 has received attention in planning histories of Washington,
most notably, John Reps's Monumental va_hhmgtm anid Frederick Guthsim's
Worthy of the Nation. His commitment to the organizational developrent of
the Amefican architectural ;zuzmax- 1 was alse noteworthy. Browmn was
insfromental in the founding of the Washington Chapter of the AIS in 1387
and guided that organization's professional activities for nearly three
decades. Brown's mest significant confributions to the national organization
of the architectural profession included establishing the AIA national
headguarters in Washington, creating a national A4 archives and library;
founding the first journal of the Institute, and greatly increasing the
raetnber; ship of the organization. During hiz tenure as secrefary, his muhﬁa,
writing widely di cseminated 414 ethics and standards for professional
Practice, architectural competitions, and educational requirements of ﬂ'i!*
qualified architect to both 3 professional and lay andience.  Brown o
effectively promoted the Al& and its causes that by {913 the Instlt.z_x.t.»:
-’an'ﬂ"e'arl an organizational status analagous to the American Bar Association
af Ametican Madical Association.

TT -~

In 1925 Erown retired in Washingfon and resided for the remainder
of hig life at his Corcoran Courts apdrtm&.‘lt preparing his antobicgraphy,
Metories. His health deferiorated and prompted frequent antomaobile trips
by the Virginia shore of mountans to restore his condition. He becams
aravely ill in 1931 and while on vacation at Oid Point Comfort in Virginia
succumbed to a long battle with trespiratory disease and died in Buxton
Hospdlal in Newpott Hews on f'aprii 24, 1932, He was buried ab Rock Creek
Cernetery in Washington, D C
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313 F Street, LW,

The address of 414 F Street, NW. remains the most important
property in Washington associated with the career of Glefin Brown. The
building was the architect’s office betwsen 15890 and 1905, Brown's most
prolific period as an author and the height of his caresr as a professional
orgatiizet and city planning activist. Brown's other office addresses included
BO7 Louisiana Avenue, NW. (1830-1889), &06 17th Strest, NW. (1905-
19200, and 1502 H Street, MW, (1921-1926). &ll of these office buildings
have beett detiolistied . Brown's District residences betweett 1880 and 1932,
all located in the northwest sector of the city, also have either been
detnolished, altered to the extent that they no longer retain historic integrity,
of the period of association was too brisf to impart significance. (gee
Appendix B

Brown's office in the National Union Building was the hub of his
professional activities in the 1390s. In this decade Brown's support of an
intensive lobbving campaign, led by Chicago architect Daniel Burnham,
helped the ALSA gain implementation of the 1593 Tarsney Act. This statute
gave the Secretary of the Treasury the discretionary power to award private
architects with commissions for major government buildings. Brown then
intensifisd his political activities on behalfl of the architectural profession
and in 1595 tnasterminded the organization of a national fine arfs lobby
called the Public Art League. This organization was formed for the sole
purpose of advocating legislation that would estabdish an expert commission
of architect and artists to advise the federal government with 15 selection of
works of architecture, arf, and sculpture. The legislation was intreduced in
the Senate by Francis 6. Newlands of Nevada in [897 but died in comimittes.
Tet this national initiative established Brown as a prominent advecate of the
architectural profession and lsd to his election as AIA secretary. Oncs
installed as a national AIA officer, Brown began his energetic crusade to
revive Pietre Charles L'Enfant's 1791 plan for Washington for which he is
test refmmetnbered today
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1y

rootns of Brown's architectural office on
the second floor . 'I ’11«. F Stre }‘I Wowas the scene of many meelings tha
wetre significant to the r-la x-: m'*.f« Ia of the capital Brown's papets
mth ate that his architectural =JII" e was an important stopover for architects
and artists protacting nafional fine arts legisiation. Although ritintes
these mestinos were ol F&Core ded, i can be  inferred  frotn lus
corrgspondence that Brown's offi 1r- this 111*—*«41 Fear period we
for tmeetings of local and natio :Iml A4 leaders .:tful fine arts activists, After
1699 when the AlA obtained a lease for & naticnal 'né-t‘ii}.}. t.e_a:zs:: i
Washington, Brown began 10 spend his m' srings at his office and alternocns
working on AlA business at the Ocfagon. The &4l4's Washingfon Chapter.
which occupled a room in the office snite of architect Robert Stead at Q06 F
Street inow detns -11°"1~-i' also mowed into the Qotagon i 1864 In AQGE
w1 routinely utilized both his office and the chapter's roomm for
:ssiotial and civic improvetnent meetings. The Costos Club, then localed
oft Lafaystte Square, provided an appropriate atmosphere for ;UI’l-"‘h-’é’*Gf and
dinner mestings and for enterfaining important guests wisiting the cty. Altst
1

ion for the architectural

1900 the Octagon becams the primary oo

f

A5 A Verls

I

feng
i +
Fos
[
L1 ¢
Py
-
»
o

profession’s activities in the oty and a centsr for fine arts lobbying m
Washington. Howewer, Brown's office on F Strest remained an importan
address hecause of the architect’s considerable professional influence 4

T o o

‘Richardsondan BEotnanssgue” Architecture in Washington, D C

npor tant Idaet of Henty Hobson Richardson's legacy to American
, 3s the widespread fa"w-q of Rommanesgne stii‘...iil'g,h. stemming
rom his widely a hmrm‘ corrnisstons [or Boston's Trnity Church C1&7Z-
1a77 s...hxx::a.g«...« = Marshall Feld ?lfhc:liesale tore (1865-18587), and
Fittzburgh's Allegheny County Buildings (1552- 14 Richardsen's design
influence affected every major American oty between 1330 and 19002
Washington architects and builders followed national design trends anc
stnbraced the revival of the Romanesquse style by the mid- 15508, 5
heped that Richardson’s Romanssqus mode would at last provide the capital
with its "American style"® The widespread popularity of the Remanssque in

3
'f
EY




NP8 Form 10-000-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

National Union Building
Washington, D.C.

Section number __8 _ Page __8

the ity can be explained by several factors. Lecally a strong architectural
tradition of wotk in the round-arched Aumdfiognssid edstad. During the
1860z and 1870 Adolf Cluss, with great acclaim, had adapted the German
Romanesque to numerous schools, markets, and other municipal and
commercial tuildings, In addition, James G Hill's Auditer's Building Complex
P1870) at 14th and Independence Straets IW. was a conspicucus public
building which utilized the stvle's simple forms and zt-pxtﬁ.n.fu., routicd
arches.’ However, Romanesque architecture temnained just one of many
plcturesque Victorian styles built in Wa hmif’{,un before hzvhd dsof's now
demolished Micholas L. Anderson house ( {1843} focused the atfettion of the
city's architects and builders on his inferpr etation of the style.

According to Glenn Brown the rnmplnhrm of the Anderson residence
initiafed a design fransifion in architectural fashion in Washingfon away
from the prev Aﬂmﬂ Quest Anne modes Lo fhw Eotnanesque. Richar: dson’s
John Hay Henw Adams (18284-1886) and F Benjamin H Warder (1885-1588)
hiolses -uﬂtﬁxu:cd and intensified thi" movetnent. Brown recalled in “’i*f'-

that "the architec 1‘1-11 PI‘ dfession was influeticed in Was liﬂgt&ﬁ as i al
parts of the country, by Richardson's "e"""lﬂ’ and [of eight or fen vears we

hawve had what are :::a.lie:d Fomanssgue t*-uﬂ«:hngti A few good, a large number
mediocre, and the majority very bad "®

The impact of Richardson's influence in Washington between 1580 and
1900 remainis in evidence. Although some exemplary Romanssqus Revival
tuildings frorn this peried have been lost, such as JC0 Cady's National
Fresbyterian Church (188%9) and Hathan Wvyeth's Lemon Building {1891],
several important cotmercial and public tuildings remain extant ® Jatnes G.
Hill's Atlantic Building (1387-1888) and ERiggs Bank (1891) and Glenn
Brovwn's Mational Union Itsurance Building (18900 lecated on the 900 Hlock
of F Strest fortn a highly significant architectural enclave reflective of
Washington's best commercial Romanesque work produced in this periog 0
The old Fost Office on Pennsylvania Awvenue designed by Willoughby [

Edbrooke, completed in 1299, 15 also a conspicuous local reminder of the
large scale Bomansesque Revival buildings erected by the federal government

actoss the country in this period. E‘hll de from these largs public and
cotnmmercial buildings, the flowetring of the Homanssque Revival was most
evident in the oreat numbers of fine residences bullt in thiz style between
1880 and 1900, 11



NP8 Form 10-900-a OMB Approvel No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

contlnuatlon Sheet National Union Building
Washington, D.C.

Section number _8 __ Page __9

Haticnal Union Building

The largest Richardson-inspired design Glenn Brown emscuted in
Washington was the 1890 National Union Building. The predominant
building material was "Hutnmelstown brownstone” n::iu:;{rrie-:i in Pennisylvania,
and the structure today ranks as the city's most sutstanding e*zamplé of the
commercial "Richardsonian” Romanesque Revival executed in brownstone,
Mozt notable are the polychromatic offiamental stonework and rubbled
texfured surfaces similar to Richardson's intricate stonework at Boston's
Trinity Church (1472-1877) and Austin Hall at Cambridoe, Massachusetts
(1851-1884). Brown specially designed the foliated imzc bages, and
spandrel panels of the National Union Building. This special attention to the
ornamentation of a building had been standard procedure in Richardson's

office. Brown, who had prepared the shop drawings for the Chensy Building,
adopted this desigh approach in hiz own architectural practice. He also
utilized the zonal design composition employed by Richardson in his carly
commercial bulldings, such as the Hayden Building in Boston and the i:hene*}
store and offices in Hartford 12

Brown carefully designed the exterior of his huitdings te complement
their sites. He arranged the National Union Builditz's narrow F Street facade
into three strong two-story horizontal zones with simpls fenestration to
create an imposing commetrcial front. The retnaining facades with the
exception of the party wall were also thoughtiully ezecuted. Brown strongly
beliewed that an architect should pay attention to the aesthetic character of
all parts of a building. In an 1907 article written for Chicago's Inland

chitect, Browmn satirized architects who lavishly designed storefronts and
commonly omitted attention to the overall appearance of commercial
buildings. He criticized this design oversight and cotnpared it to a retitlerman
attending a formal ball without a back in his tuxedo 13

The owner of the building was the National Union Insurance Cotnpany
which cecupled the first floor of the property and rented the remaining five
floors of office space. The president of this company at the time the building

-~

was evected was fatnuel H Bacon. Little is known about Bacon gHcept that
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1“"?

he began his career in the family wholesals grocery business in 1874 (Tth
and Penpsylvania Avenue, MW The National Unicn Fire InEnfance
Company (643 Lovisiana Avenue, MW ), was founded in 1865 by hiz father
Sammuel Bacon, Jr. (1610-1887) The elder Zatmuel Bacon x»ﬁiéxx»ad to by an
“early Washington historian as one of the capital's “merchant princes” had
cotntnissionsd Brown to design his Romanesque Eevival houss at 1515 Ehode
Islsn' Avenue in 15284, Hizs son mnst have known of Glenn Brown's talent
and hired the architect to design the new office building for the insurance
"'"""*?Z('ipdﬂ v 14 The Mational Union Building A construction in February,
1aan, and was completed sarly in 1891 at 3 cost of 65,000 Curiously, the
ndider of the stiucture was neithed reco :19-"1 ofi the building pertoit nor
1d~nf11*r~d na nwz?“’ule g 3 ‘m_xt. its construc f‘r"ln in mhru h, 1¢ 'u'ff H-ﬂ'ﬂ-'ﬁ"ﬂr
Washington contractors. & | Fisher, Richardsc
Lothett are likely « mhxlaf 25 as the ‘t.u_uls jer tm alge Ofle uI these o «n‘rz w*fm

firtns usnally erected Brown's commercial work in this peried 15

The Haticnal Union Fire"a Insurance Cotmnps 11:' 5o
918 F Streel until the mid-1940s and rented ©
attornevs, real ectate d”9h7~,‘ﬁ p1’1‘--,:'."“
shosstors ufmw: the old insurancs oomap
remain in use and are leased to a3 variety
architects, non-profit organ 1'?ﬂ‘1nn— and ati

ﬂ}‘-wd *na 111 t floor of
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NOTES--SECTION A

Zall biographical infortnation in the following eszay was drawn 1o
Bushong, "Glenn Brown, the American Institute of Architects, and the
Developtnent of the Civic Core of Washington, DO, gee also Willlam B
Bushong, Fobinson, Judith; and Mueller, Julle. & Centennial History of the
W dahmgtun Chapter of the American Institute of Archilects {Washingtaon:
The Washington Archifectural Foundation Fress, 1987

Fohn Reps, Monumental Washineton: The Flanning and Developmment
of the Capital Cetiter (Princeton: Pmu,eh iy University Prass, 19671 p. 85,

Hlenn Brown's personal, office, and professional papers are located at
the Al& Archives, Washington, DL C Hzapmn’rmwmc and refersnces fo
reetings at 913 F Street are too tumerous to list here. See Bushong, "Glenn
Brown, the Ametican Institute of Archifects, and the Develo ymwm‘ of the
Civic Core of Washinglton, DL, especially chapter 3, fot discussion of Brown
activities in thiz pericd. Figures who o vizited Brown included national Al
presidents and board members such as Williamn & Boring, Robert 5 Peabody,
atd Charles McEimn and political aides such as Charles Moote, A caricature of
the architect published in the Architect and Buildet's Journal (Baltitnore) 2
{December 19001 reflected the open character of Brown's office in this period.
The illustration depicted the architect busily drawing away at a drafting
board. Underneath the board was a jug of ink, uvml’w dic of his prodific
writing. The door of the office proudly announced Brown's s hatne, the address
ol his t.dfiw and his professional titlé as architect. On the wall was a
diplotna identifying Brown as ALA secretary. Ink dripped from the table and
a cigaretfe dangled frotm the architect’s mouth. The scene well-capiired
Brown's Irenstic work pace and his well nown  habdt of chain smoking
cigarettes. In addition, the cartoon depicted 3 wide open office door,
sytnbolizing the tusy and public character of his office.

SFor an interpretative overview of the impact of Richardson's
hn‘»a- tural caresr, see James F OGorman, d H. Richardson: Architectural

SRR

s for an American Seciety (Chicage and London: University of Chicag
ez5, 1947, O'Gorman  also pr::x’ndes a comprehensive chronologically
At

i
i

ari

)

ged bibliography of wotrks on Richardson N’HI hed up o 1957

o"_i,l ‘—r‘] *.l.'j li
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"For a discussion of the influence of Richardson's architecture on the
design of both Washington's public and private tuildings and the perception
locally that it would become the "American style,” ses Appleton Pl Clark,
History of Architecture in Washington,” pp- S00-502. In John €. Proctor, ed.
'5"-4.=hmm 1 Past and Present: A History. 5 vols. (Hew Tork: Lewis Fnbh»zmw
Company, 1930}

For information on Cluss, see Tanya Edwards Beauchamp, "Adelf
Cluss: An Architect itn Washington during the Civil War and Reconsctruction,”
Records of the Columbda Historical Society, (1971-1972) pp. 338-358; and
or material on Hill's career, see Marzarst G, Daviz, "Jarnes 5. Hill: Wictorian
Architect, Washington, I " (M A, Th~°r University of Virginia, 19810

'.P

“Glenn Brown, "The Dotnestic Architecture of Washington,” Engineering
Hews 7{ June 1806} p. 447 ) )

FSee Jatnes Goode, Capital Losses {Washington: Smithsonian Institution
Fress, 1979

WFor a description and evaluation of these buildings, see
Edwards Beauchamp, "Downtown Historic  District” Hational
Nomination, June 2%, 1943, {On File National Re egister of Historic
Washington, [ C.J.

UBrown, The Domestic Architecturs of W Fashington” pp. 453-459
Brown did not mince words in evaluating the desion of ‘what he comsidersd
poor Rotnanesque design. In the article he noted: "The abominations in the
"-;"— ¥ of ll-proportioned structures with crude and meaningless details are

legion, the designer usually contenting hirnself s qth several semi-circular
arches, and grofesque carvings, as  sufficlent warrant for the title
Eomanesgue.”
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lipeferetice to Brown's custorized design of the I':I-r:.tz’-:::‘n'i
Budlding's decorative stonework 15 made in a contemporar
the proposed bmi*lm;; see "Mational Union PBuilding,” Evening

s Ty
it
1

12
Yashington), March &, 1390, For discussion an-iﬂlu_fﬁ‘rr ns of Richardson's

Ho—

zonial desighn scheme for Havden and Chenev E\mirim*
H. }1 Richardson: Complete Architectural Works
Institute of Technology Press, 1983), pp. 150- 1‘_{
UiGlent Brown, “Architecture and Dress Reform,” Inland Architect and
Hews Record S0 (August 19070 o 17

14"The Rambler,” sunday Star (Washington) March 18, 1917

13%ee Bushong, “Glenn Brown, the American Institute of Architects,
and the Developtnent of the Civic Core of Washington, DL, pp. 295-301.
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APPENDIY &

LIST OF EXTANT BUILDINGS DESIGNED BY GLENN BEROWN WITH ARCHITECTURAL
INTEGRITY LOCATED IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMEBLA.

TF. Simpson house (1343), 1324 Vermont Avenue, W
{Logan Circle Historic D1:.t;r1t..t.}.

TF. Simpson house (1836), 1301 Rhode Island Avenue, NW.
{Logan Circle Historic District).

James C. McGuire honse (15540 and 19093, 1732 Massachusetts Avenue, HW.
(Massachusetts Avenne Historic District).

National Union Insurance Building (1390), 918 F Street, NW.
{Downtown Historic Districty

iHenwood Cemetery chapel (1892, off Lincoln Avenue, NE.
{Designation pending).

W H. Finckel house (1893), 1625 S Street, N'W.
(Mo action anticipated).

E. Donaldson Wilcox house (1695), 1760 Corcoran Street, HW.
{No action anticipated).

Mrs. Joseph Beale house (1808), 2012 Massachusetts Avenus, N'W.
iMassachusetts Avenne Historie District).

Webt School, 14th and Rosedals Streets, HE
{Evaluation Pending, D. . 3chools Survey Project)

McFuire houses (1901-1903), 1834-1835 16th Street, NW.
{1Gth Street Historic District)
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APPENDIX & CONTINUED

Hooper Estate Warehouse (1904), 715-719 D Street, N.W.
(Fennsylvania Avenue Historic District)

David Moore house {1905), 2 149 California Avenue, N'W.
(Mo action anticipated).

Dumbarton Bridge (1913-1915), § Street, NW.
(Individual Designation)
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AFPENDIN B

. LOCATION AND CONDITION OF OFFICE

THE I!IS'I'R ICT OF COLUMEIA ANT VIRGIN IA.

DFFICE

B0O7 Louisiana Avenue, NW.

[Razed]

Sarre

satne

Natne

satne

same

1Bzt

115-117

EESIDENCE
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[Ex

Ta4 10k J‘wa N.W.
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i 4 Fairfay Street
31’1-1111 WA,

-;i i:.:;"‘: i i a fI ""‘T I"I ll;l;!?,

17277 1.

taad .L

lEf:t:‘.ﬂt"hlt‘:ff‘:‘k”.

et W
rF ‘1“Hf1]

_: :;1. —‘TI""“"" I\I ' .

s Fairfaxz 5

AND EESIDERCES IH

Wreet

Sinyl Siding].

:f in MHL District].

17149 Corcoran Street, HW.

[Extant /Retains Integrity]

{R azed ].
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1905- &06 17th Street, NW. 1925 [ Strest N W

1920 [Razea]. [Razed]

g0 o u iy ol O T a

l;i: 1 1502 H Street, HW. sSame

1926 [Razed].

. o R 1T e - o g o ,

;:“j GOb 17th Street, NW. 401 23rd Street, NW #7705
Q27 YA h AT ' )
42 [Razed], [Razed].
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