are most welcome. Contribution: $300.00
[Art materials provided]. Organized by: The
Cenacle Sisters and Ms. Joanna Tan Contact:
Tel. Nos. 65652895; 97223148. Email:
cenaclemissionsingapore@gmail.com
CHARIS MISSION TRIP - Join us in building
toilets and water filtration systems for villagers
in Sri Lanka, $920 per pax. T&C apply. Limited
spaces on a first come first served basis. For
more information, contact Caritas Humanitarian
Aid & Relief Initiatives Singapore (CHARIS),
Victoria at victoria@charis-singapore.org or Tel:
6337-4119. Website www.charis-singapore.org
CLARITY’S OUTREACH BOOTH AT
RISEN CHRIST CHURCH : Join us on
Saturday 23 April after the 6.00pm mass and
Sunday 24 April after the 9.45am and 11.30am
masses to know more about how Clarity
Singapore Limited can help those struggling
from mental health conditions. See you at the
Church lobby!
TITLE: MASS WITH PRAYERS FOR
HEALING - All are invited to come and
join us in this Mass to pray for healing. After
Mass, prayer teams will be available to pray
with you for healing. Please spread the word

to your family and friends! Date: 28 April
2016. Time: 7.45pm. Venue: 3/F Chapel at
Church of Sts. Peter and Paul Celebrant: Fr.
Tom Curran. Registration: Registration is
not necessary. For enquiries, please email
marilyn8sep@yahoo.com
LOVE MATTERS is jointly organised by
ACF and its Family Partners, in conjunction
with Marriage Encounter’s anniversary
celebrations, to celebrate marriage and the
priesthood and milestone anniversaries of
these vocations. ACF and ME invite couples
and priests to celebrate their milestone
anniversaries with us at this special event.
Be inspired by Fr Terence Pereira’s talk,
“Lovin’ Notion, Love in Motion”, and
celebrate marriage and the priesthood in the
Eucharistic celebration with main celebrant
Vicar General Msgr Ambrose Vaz, along
with attending priests celebrating their
sacerdotal anniversaries. Date: Saturday, 21
May ‘16. Venue: Blessed Sacrament Church,
1 Commonwealth Drive, S(149603). If you
are celebrating a milestone anniversary
of your wedding, please register by
7
May.
Visit
catholicfamily.org.sg/
lovematters. Enquries: 62803043 or email
communications@acf.com.sg

Sunset Mass
: 5.30pm
Rosary
: 4.40pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses
: 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
		 2.00pm (Cantonese, Chapel 3rd floor), 4.30pm (English)
Weekday Masses
: 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer
: 7.15pm (English, Thursday, Adoration Chapel)
Infant Jesus Devotion
: 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday, Adoration Chapel)
Hour of Mercy
: 3.00pm daily, (Adoration Chapel)
Counselling @ SPP
: 7.00pm - 9.00pm (Monday, call church secretariat 6337 2585 for appointment)
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from
5.00pm-5.20pm on weekdays in Rm 1. On weekends, it will be available in the makeshift confessional/back of
the tentage 30 mins before each weekend mass.
Parish Priest: Rev Fr JOHN CHUA OCD (email: hkchuajohn@yahoo.com), Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD
LIM, OCD, Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr GREGORY HON, OCD, Rev Fr JOSEPH
KOH, OCD and Fr Jeffrey Tan, OCD, General-Delegate: Rev Fr THOMAS LIM OCD, Parish Secretary: Ms
Martha Loh, Parish Clerk: Ms Jannie Lui, Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585 Fax: +65 6334 5414 email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg www.sppchurch.org.sg

Fourth Sunday of Easter

17 April 2016 Year C

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year C) Pg 872
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: We are his people, the sheep of his flock.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 18 April - SAT 23 April 2016
MON: ACTS 11:1-18, JN 10:1-10 TUE: ACTS 11:19-26, JN 10:22-30 WED: ACTS
12:24—13:5A, JN 12:44-50 THU: ACTS 13:13-25, JN 13:16-20 FRI: ACTS 13:26-33,
JN 14:1-6 SAT: ACTS 13:44-52, JN 14:7-14
The Fourth Sunday of Easter is traditionally
referred to as Good Shepherd Sunday. Hearing
the Shepherd’s voice, followers recognise and
know it is their God. Safe in the knowledge that
they cannot be taken away from the hand of the
Shepherd, those who hear his voice follow as
faithful believers willing to go where God calls
and sends them. When all the clamour of false
voices and seductive distractions threaten to
overwhelm, we have only to listen carefully to
be led to do the work of the Father.
Good Shepherd Sunday this year marks the
53rd annual World Day of Prayer for Vocations,
instituted by Pope Paul VI in 1963.
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE
FRANCIS ON THE OCCASION OF THE
53rd WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR
VOCATIONS
The Church, Mother of Vocations
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
It is my great hope that, during the course of
this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, all the
baptised may experience the joy of belonging
to the Church and rediscover that the Christian
vocation, just like every particular vocation, is
born from within the People of God, and is a
gift of divine mercy. The Church is the house of
mercy, and it is the “soil” where vocations take
root, mature and bear fruit.
For this reason, on the occasion of the 53rd

World Day of Prayer for Vocations, I invite all of
you to reflect upon the apostolic community, and
to give thanks for the role of the community in
each person’s vocational journey. In the Bull of
Indiction for the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy,
I recalled the words of the venerable Saint
Bede, describing the call of Saint Matthew:
“Miserando atque eligendo” (Misericordiae
Vultus, 8). The Lord’s merciful action forgives
our sins and opens us to the new life which takes
shape in the call to discipleship and mission.
Each vocation in the Church has its origin in
the compassionate gaze of Jesus. Conversion
and vocation are two sides of the same coin, and
continually remain interconnected throughout
the whole of the missionary disciple’s life.
Blessed Paul VI, in his exhortation Evangelii
Nuntiandi, described various steps in the process
of evangelisation. One of these steps is belonging
to the Christian community (cf. no. 23), that
community from which we first received the
witness of faith and the clear proclamation
of the Lord’s mercy. This incorporation into
the Christian community brings with it all
the richness of ecclesial life, particularly the
sacraments. Indeed, the Church is not only a
place in which we believe, but it is also an object
of our faith; it is for this reason that we profess in
the Credo: “I believe in the Church”.
The call of God comes to us by means of a
mediation which is communal. God calls us to
become a part of the Church and, after we have
reached a certain maturity within it, he bestows
on us a specific vocation. The vocational

journey is undertaken together with the brothers
and sisters whom the Lord has given to us:
it is a con-vocation. The ecclesial dynamism
of the call is an antidote to indifference and to
individualism. It establishes the communion
in which indifference is vanquished by love,
because it demands that we go beyond ourselves
and place our lives at the service of God’s plan,
embracing the historical circumstances of his
holy people.
On this day dedicated to prayer for vocations, I
urge all the faithful to assume their responsibility
for the care and discernment of vocations. When
the Apostles sought someone to take the place
of Judas Iscariot, Saint Peter brought together
one hundred and twenty of the brethren (cf. Acts
1:15); and in order to chose seven deacons, a
group of disciples was gathered (cf. 6:2). Saint
Paul gave Titus specific criteria for the selection
of presbyters (cf. Titus 1:5-9). Still today, the
Christian community is always present in the
discernment of vocations, in their formation and
in their perseverance (cf. Apost. Ex. Evangelii
Gaudium, 107).
Vocations are born within the Church. From the
moment a vocation begins to become evident,
it is necessary to have an adequate “sense” of
the Church. No one is called exclusively for a
particular region, or for a group or for an ecclesial
movement, but rather for the Church and for
the world. “A sure sign of the authenticity of a
charism is its ecclesial character, its ability to be
integrated harmoniously into the life of God’s
holy and faithful people for the good of all”
(ibid., 130). In responding to God’s call, young
people see their own ecclesial horizon expand;
they are able to consider various charisms and
to undertake a more objective discernment. In
this way, the community becomes the home and
the family where vocations are born. Candidates
gratefully contemplate this mediation of the
community as an essential element for their
future. They learn to know and to love their
brothers and sisters who pursue paths different
from their own; and these bonds strengthen in
everyone the communion which they share.
Vocations grow within the Church. In the course
of formation, candidates for various vocations
need to grow in their knowledge of the ecclesial
community, overcoming the limited perspectives
that we all have at the beginning. To that end, it is

helpful to undertake some apostolic experience
together with other members of the community,
for example: in the company of a good catechist,
to communicate the Christian message; together
with a religious community, to experience the
evangelisation of the peripheries sharing in the
life of the cloister, to discover the treasure of
contemplation; in contact with missionaries, to
know more closely the mission ad gentes; and in
the company of diocesan priests, to deepen one’s
experience of pastoral life in the parish and in the
diocese. For those who are already in formation,
the ecclesial community always remains the
fundamental formational environment, towards
which one should feel a sense of gratitude.
Vocations are sustained by the Church. After
definitive commitment, our vocational journey
within the Church does not come to an end,
but it continues in our willingness to serve, our
perseverance and our ongoing formation. The
one who has consecrated his life to the Lord is
willing to serve the Church wherever it has need.
The mission of Paul and Barnabas is a good
example of this readiness to serve the Church.
Sent on mission by the Holy Spirit and by the
community of Antioch (cf. Acts 13, 1-4), they
returned to that same community and described
what the Lord had worked through them (cf.
14: 27). Missionaries are accompanied and
sustained by the Christian community, which
always remains a vital point of reference, just as
a visible homeland offers security to all who are
on pilgrimage towards eternal life.
Among those involved in pastoral activity,
priests are especially important. In their ministry,
they fulfill the words of Jesus, who said: “I am
the gate of the sheepfold […] I am the good
shepherd” (Jn 10: 7, 11). The pastoral care of
vocations is a fundamental part of their ministry.
Priests accompany those who are discerning
a vocation, as well as those who have already
dedicated their lives to the service of God and of
the community.
All the faithful are called to appreciate the
ecclesial dynamism of vocations, so that
communities of faith can become, after the
example of the Blessed Virgin Mary, like a
mother’s womb which welcomes the gift of the
Holy Spirit (cf. Lk 1: 35-38). The motherhood of
the Church finds expression in constant prayer
for vocations and in the work of educating and

accompanying all those who perceive God’s
call. This motherhood is also expressed through
a careful selection of candidates for the ordained
ministry and for the consecrated life. Finally,
the Church is the mother of vocations in her
continual support of those who have dedicated
their lives to the service of others.
We ask the Lord to grant to all those who are on
a vocational journey a deep sense of belonging
to the Church; and that the Holy Spirit may
strengthen among Pastors, and all of the faithful,
a deeper sense of communion, discernment and
spiritual fatherhood and motherhood.
Father of mercy, who gave your Son for our
salvation and who strengthens us always with
the gifts of your Spirit, grant us Christian
communities which are alive, fervent and

joyous, which are fonts of fraternal life, and
which nurture in the young the desire to
consecrate themselves to you and to the work
of evangelisation. Sustain these communities in
their commitment to offer appropriate vocational
catechesis and ways of proceeding towards each
one’s particular consecration. Grant the wisdom
needed for vocational discernment, so that in all
things the greatness of your merciful love may
shine forth. May Mary, Mother and guide of
Jesus, intercede for each Christian community,
so that, made fruitful by the Holy Spirit, it may
be a source of true vocations for the service of
the holy People of God.
From the Vatican, 29 November 2015
First Sunday of Advent
Franciscus
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PARISH NEWS
3 DAYS 2 NIGHTS JOHOR/MALACCA
PILGRIMAGE - We are organising a
three days pilgrimage to Johor and Malacca
from Sat/Mon 10 - 12 Sep ‘16. This is
a project in aid of Church of Sts Peter &
Paul Maintenance Fund. For enquiries,
please contact Lawrence Seet at 97992488 or
register at the Secretariat Office.
CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER & PAUL
BUILDING FUND – An estimate of 30% of
items in the church conservation project is
deemed strictly as “conservation works” and
we have already raised $2,986,565/- from
the account “PMF - Church of Sts Peter
and Paul”. The figure above is sufficient
to cover 30% of items being conserved;
raising more than 30% through this account
(PMF- Church of Sts Peter & Paul) means
that the balance will have to remain in
this account until another conservation
project has been initiated. Further, the funds
raised through the above account cannot be
used for maintenance other than conservation
works. As such, we have ceased to accept
tax exemption donations for the restoration
of our church. However, we hope that you
will continue to donate generously to our
Building Fund for many other maintenance
works. From now onwards, crossed cheques

should be made payable to: Church of SPP
Building Fund. Donor may provide his/
her name, address and contact phone no.
Thank you for your generous donations and
support.
RCIA (MANDARIN) 2016 - The 11th
Mandarin Faith Journey will commence on 13
May, 2016 at 7.30 pm every Friday evening. We
welcome brothers and sisters to invite friends
to join us. Also, if you speak Mandarin, we
encourage you to journey with us as facilitators
and sponsors. Please get a registration form
from Parish Secretary. For more information,
please call Corina Cheong at 9177-5689
DAILY PRAYER - Our SPP Church prays
the Lauds led by the Carmelite Friars every
weekday at 7.00am before the 7.20am Mass.
NEWS AROUND THE PARISH
ART & SOUL: A WAY TO GOD
THROUGH ART Date: 29 Apr - 1 May,
2016. Time: Fri, 8:00pm - Sun, 1:00pm.
Venue: Montfort Centre, 622 Upper Bukit
Timah. Description: This weekend invites
the retreatants to see that art is not separate
from life and in experiencing their own and
othersʼ creativity, they will learn to “find God
in all things”. This is not an art workshop, but
a time for prayer and reflection. Non-artists

