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June 24, 2015
I am responding to multiple media requests with a statement because many of the
questions I’m receiving are based on premises that do not reflect the facts or the history related to
the bulk marine terminal on the former Oakland Army Base.
The City of Oakland approved an agreement to create the Oakland Bulk and Oversized
Terminal (OBOT), a multi-commodity bulk marine terminal at the former Oakland Army Base, in
2012. The City’s agreement with California Capital & Investment Group (CCIG) was
comprehensively analyzed and endorsed under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
and reflects a modern, industry-standard marine terminal facility and operation that is consistent
with state and federal law. Nothing has changed since the 2012 approval.
OBOT’s construction and operations are designed consistent with the lawful expectations
of potential customers – accommodating three or four of the full spectrum of approximately
15,000 bulk commodities regulated by federal law. This is standard industry practice and
uniform at marine terminals throughout the United States
In analyzing OBOT’s development under CEQA, the City imposed a comprehensive
series of mitigation measures and conditions that the terminal operator will adhere to. No
commodity may be transported through OBOT without full compliance with all applicable state
and federal regulations.
CCIG is constructing OBOT, but is not and will not be the terminal operator. Neither
CCIG nor any prospective terminal operator has made commitments to shipping any particular
commodity through the terminal at this point in time. But, the issue is not about any single
commodity. The City reviewed and approved OBOT as proposed. And in reliance on those
approvals, CCIG and others have made binding and enforceable commitments to deliver OBOT
for operations as entitled to ensure the viability of the entire revitalization plan for Oakland’s
working waterfront.
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