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HOW DOES THE HIERACHY WORK IN
GOVERNANCE?

Margaret Stout and Jeannine M. Love
“Hierarchical Governance”




gLAWcal comment
in

“ A Radical-
ly Democratic Response to
Global Governance”

The authors explored the con-
struction of a hierarchical gover-
nance, one where the top-level of
government promulgates rules,
responsibilities, and rights to cit-
izens, and smaller jurisdictional
governments. Interestingly they
were able to distill down to two
specific circumstances that gave
legitimacy to the administrative
state in this type of governance.
First, is the use of incentives for
individual citizens and entities to
follow the direction and policy
indications of the central govern-
ment. This would be similar to in-
stances where the United States
federal government promulgated
best practices for agrarian practic-
es through the United States De-
partment of Agriculture. The le-
gitimacy of the agency was born
through this voluntary participa-
tion. Yet, the citizens only partici-

pated in the direction of the agen-
cy because the USDA were seen as
the expertsinthisarena. A second-
ary method by which cooperation
of the citizens is less voluntary,
but still legitimate, is to use the
regulatory powers vested in the
agencies by legislative action. The
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy uses both of their expertise
and regulatory powers to ensure
that individuals and corporations
within the United States adhere
to rules and laws related to the
purview of the EPA’s domain. This
chapter also weaves several theo-
ries through the discussion of the
hierarchical governance through
how it fits into political, economic,
psychosocial, as well as other con-
siderations which are made use-
ful for when exploring the other
structures of governance present-
ed in other chapters in this book.



Cite as: gLAWcal Comment #252 “How does the hierachy work in governance?” (2018) based on “Hier-
archical Governance” in Margaret STOUT and Jeannine M. LOVE “ A Radically Democratic Response to
Global Governance”, gLAWCcal Book Series, Routledge Publishing (New-York/London), 2017, ISBN 978-
1138654051.

The gLAWcal comments are insight and short analytical pieces written by the gLAWcal team. The gLAWCcal
comments are based on, and inspired by, the books and chapters published within one of the gLAWcal
book series published by Routledge Publishing (New York/London).

gLAWCcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance,
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy,
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.

OUR MISSION

To collaborate with Government, Civil society and
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

Email: research@glawcal.org.uk

Website: glawcal.org.uk

Facebook: gLAWCcal - Global Law Initiatives for
Sustainable Development

Twitter: @gLAWCcal

LinkedIn: gLAWCcal

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness over
Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder
participation, and to disseminate gLAWCcal’s publi-
cation results.


http://www.glawcal.org.uk/books
http://www.glawcal.org.uk/books

