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The very origin of the international re-
sponse to combating global climate
change has its roots in the 1970s for
the Multilateral Environmental Agree-
ments and the more modern United
Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change, and the Kyoto Protocol.
Even with these multiple frameworks,
thereis the existence of the Principle of
Common but Differentiated Responsi-
bilities. This concept is not just present
in the global efforts for combating cli-
mate change, but are also present in
the World Trade Organization’s vari-
able response to an action done by a
developing nations, as compared to
theirresponse to the same action done
by a developed nation. Simply, there is
a common goal, but the resources and
methodologies used by a given nation
must necessarily be varied. While ef-
fectively difficult for the lay observer

to understand, it has provided a con-
tinued push forward in allowing these
frameworks to exist through many
decades. These CBDR’s, as they are re-
ferred to as, provided a platform for
comparing the progress made by one
nation as compared to another. This is
the modern mechanism by which in-
ternational organizations can ensure
that participants are holding up their
end of the bargain when it comes to
the collective effort. While this chap-
ter is not necessarily prescriptive in
nature, the authors tend to show how
the CBDR as a concept has produce
more often good thanills.
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gLAWCcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
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