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This chapter places equal focus on two
subject areas. First is the investigation
on the current stakes and circum-
stances surrounding a party wishing
to resolve an environmental dispute
in the courts. Second is the efforts and
frameworks for reform that should be
implementedto betterresolvetheseis-
sues in the courts. Generally speaking,
China civil law informs the procedures
and recommendations for outcomes
in this particular set of circumstances.
Yet, there are administrative hurdles
that must be overcome before any re-
lief may be found in the courts. Addi-
tionally, there are some circumstances
related to environmental disputes that
fall into the arena of criminal statutes,
but there are limited occurrences. The
administrative division has only exists
for just over a decade, allowing for the
direction of environmental regula-
tion to branch into this area, but has
been few and far between with civil

litigation being the bulk of the cases.

The latter part of the chapter gives
some prescriptions for better resolu-
tion of environmental wrongdoings in
Chinese courts. The first improvement
is to strengthen the relevant environ-
mental protection laws, allowing for
greater efficacy in the resulting leg-
islation resting on statutory interpre-
tations. Also, expanding the model
developed by provincial councils to
have a faster financial penalty applica-
tion for offenders will aid in reducing
wrong behaviors by polluters. All of
these prescriptive changes are min-
imal, but also have a the potential to
have a huge impact in improving the
conditions for litigants and regulators
alike.
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