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Christian – Session 3 

Insiders, Outsiders 
 

Discussion Questions 
1. In your community, what expectations do people who aren’t Jesus followers 

have of those who are? 

 

 

 

 

2. In what ways do you see Christians trying to leverage anything other than love 

to try to influence culture? 

 

 

 

 

3. What are the essential requirements for “winning over” someone to a whole 

new way of thinking or believing? 

 

 

 

 

4. What words, actions, and attitudes of Christians cause others to feel threatened 

or coerced? 

 

 

 

 

5. What are the most common ways that Christians come across as judgmental 

toward those who are not followers of Jesus? 
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6. If we have no business holding unbelievers accountable for their behavior, how 

does this free us in the way we relate to them? 

 

 

 

 

Mileposts: 

 Whenever the church leverages anything other than love, we go backward, 

not forward, in our influence among outsiders. 

 The only effective way to cause others to become Jesus followers is to win 

them. 

 Followers of Jesus, as part of his church, are given moral standards from 

God to be accountable to. But we must never seek to impose these standards 

on outsiders. We’re to judge insiders, never outsiders. 

 

Moving Forward: 
Have you been guilty of judging the actions and behavior of those who aren’t 

followers of Jesus? Do they tend to sense judgment from you instead of love and 

concern? Do you have a tendency to try to impose your standards on them? Make 

the decision now to keep others free from any such burden you might want to 

place on them. Commit yourself to doing whatever it takes to truly win them to 

the love of God. 

 

Changing Your Mind 
In these words, Paul reminds us that our calling to those in our world who are not 

followers of Jesus is to lovingly win them and not to judge them. 

 

What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? 

Are you not to judge those inside? 

God will judge those outside. 

1 Corinthians 5:12-13 
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Preparation for Session 4: 

To help you prepare for Session 4, use these suggested devotions during the week 

leading up to your small group meeting. 

 

Day 1 

Read Matthew 5:1-5. What do you see as the main points that Jesus is teaching 

his disciples? 

 

 

Day 2 
Continue reading in Matthew 5 and reflect on verses 6-9. Again, what do you see 

as the main points Jesus is teaching his followers in these verses? 

 

 

Day 3 
Reflect today on Matthew 5:10-12. As we begin to take these teachings more 

seriously, what effect is it likely to have? 

 

 

Day 4 

Look today at the word picture Jesus gives in Matthew 5:13. What does he want 

us to understand most from this? 

 

 

Day 5 

Today, reflect on Matthew 5:14-16 and the word picture Jesus gives there. What 

is Jesus asking us to do – and how can it actually be accomplished? 
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